PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The international human rights regime consists of a broad range of
instruments and monitoring bodies that all contribute to uphold respect
for human rights. This book situates the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) in a legal land-
scape where states are under multiple international, regional and national
obligations to respect, protect and fulfil women’s civil, political, social
and economic rights.

The idea of this book grew out of the research project ‘Should states
ratify human rights conventions?’ headed by Professor Andreas Follesdal
and Professor Geir Ulfstein at the Center for Advanced Studies (CAS),
Norway, in 2009 and 2010. The book is the outcome of the international
conference From Ratification to Implementation: CEDAW in International
and National Law, held in Oslo on 11-12 March 2009. This conference
provided an arena for exchange of ideas between human rights scholars
and practitioners from Northern Europe, South Asia, Australia, Canada
and Southern Africa.

The conference was organized and funded by CAS and the research
group Rights, Individuals, Culture and Society (RIKS) at the Department
of Public and International Law at the Faculty of Law, University of Oslo.
We are particularly grateful to the Norwegian Agency for Development
Cooperation (NORAD), which funded the participation of scholars and
practitioners from the Global South. We are also very grateful to Elisabeth
Wenger Hagene from the Department of Public and International Law for
her excellent administrative support before and during the conference.

A number of people have commented on the papers presented at the
conference and reviewed the draft chapters in this book. In addition
to two anonymous reviewers from Cambridge University Press, we
would like to thank Kirsten Ketscher, Hege Skjeie, Malcolm Langford,
Cees Flinterman, Rebecca Cook, Helen Keller, Andrew Byrnes, Mads
Andenas, Ingunn Ikdahl, Geir Ulfstein and Andreas Follesdal for valu-
able comments on the conference papers and the draft chapters. We are
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particularly grateful to Geir Ulfstein and Andreas Follesdal for stimulat-
ing discussions throughout the process.

We would also like to thank the Faculty of Law, University of Bergen,
for providing funding for editorial assistance and proofreading. Special
thanks to Padmaja Barua for her meticulous technical assistance.

Last but not least we thank Cambridge University Press for making this
edited volume on the CEDAW part of the new series, Studies on Human
Rights Conventions.
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