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Natural resource wealth is conducive to a country’s development. Nev-
ertheless, the last few decades have shown a harsher reality, where natu-
ral resources have also triggered, financed or fuelled a number of inter-
nal armed conflicts. Examples include the armed conflicts in Cambodia,
Sierra Leone, Liberia and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which
have been financed by the exploitation of a variety of valuable natural
resources, including diamonds, gold, timber, oil and cocoa. The aim of
this book is to assess the contribution of international law in ensuring
that natural resources are used to promote development and to achieve
sustainable peace instead of financing armed conflict. For this purpose,
the author discusses the international legal framework for the governance
of natural resources in States in general, in situations of armed conflict
and as part of conflict resolution and post-conflict peacebuilding efforts.

daniëlla dam-de jong is an assistant professor at the Department
of Public International Law and the Grotius Centre for International
Legal Studies at Leiden University, the Netherlands. Her research inter-
ests include international humanitarian law, international human rights
law, international environmental law and the law on the use of force.
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cambridge studies in international and comparative law

Established in 1946, this series produces high quality scholarship in the fields of public
and private international law and comparative law. Although these are distinct legal
sub-disciplines, developments since 1946 confirm their interrelations.

Comparative law is increasingly used as a tool in the making of law at national,
regional and international levels. Private international law is now often affected by
international conventions, and the issues faced by classical conflicts rules are
frequently dealt with by substantive harmonisation of law under international
auspices. Mixed international arbitrations, especially those involving state economic
activity, raise mixed questions of public and private international law, while in many
fields (such as the protection of human rights and democratic standards, investment
guarantees and international criminal law) international and national systems interact.
National constitutional arrangements relating to ‘foreign affairs’, and to the
implementation of international norms, are a focus of attention.

The series welcomes works of a theoretical or interdisciplinary character, and those
focusing on the new approaches to international or comparative law or conflicts of law.
Studies of particular institutions or problems are equally welcome, as are translations
of the best work published in other languages.

General Editors James Crawford SC FBA Whewell Professor of International
Law, Faculty of Law, University of Cambridge

John S. Bell FBA Professor of Law, Faculty of Law, University of
Cambridge

A list of books in the series can be found at the end of this volume.
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