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URBAN NEEDS IN TEACHER EDUCATION (UNITE) is a dynamic nonprofit
organization whose membership consists of talented and dedicated pre- and
in-service teachers around the United States of America. These educators self-
select to continue their professional development on their own time to better
teach the students in their classrooms and serve the urban communities in which
their schools are situated. This book is a result of the persistent fervor in which
UNITE teachers demonstrate in the pursuit of new knowledge and skills. It is our
hope as authors that we capture the spirit of UNITE and bring the knowledge of
our organization and its members to a wider audience.

Although UNITE is thankful to the many individuals who have seen to its
success over the years, wewould like to especially thank those by namewho have
made this book a reality:

Colleen Burger: editor

Kathryn Kloepper: contributor of materials and book design

Greg Michie: friend, advisor, and forwarder of material

Kari Podany: contributor of materials and visual images

Kim Heilenbach: contributor of materials and book design

Joseph Roth: book design

Gregory Fairbank: book design

Eva Lawrence: book design
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This book is made useful by its many exemplars, interactive tutorials, and
online content for which we relied heavily on practicing teachers and philan-
thropic organizations to provide a wide array of coverage across contents and
grade levels. These insightful works were provided in part by Carmela Balice, the
Chicago Foundation for Education, Donorschoose.org, John Dudley, Katie
Lyons, Megan McCoy, Michael Mettenburg, and Rachel Perveiler.

Finally, thank you to the friends, family, and supporters who have made
UNITE, this book, and so much more a reality. Without your constant presence,
our work would cease to matter.
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