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Introduction
We live in an age of haste. Everything has to be done the day before yesterday and at
breakneck speed. This need for speed, fuelled by technology, has led to a
corresponding demand for conciseness in language. The formal, rather verbose and
formulaic business letter is being increasingly replaced by the less formal, more concise
– and frequently misspelt – e-mail.

This desire for conciseness has provided the perfect breeding ground for that
traditional space-saving device, the abbreviation. The invention of the mobile phone,
or rather the popular use of its keypad to send messages, known as text messaging,
has done even more to promote it.

Several expressions found in basic text messaging are formed in the same way that
traditional abbreviations are – by using the initial letters of the relevant words. Thus,
we find YNK (‘you never know’); the not very polite MYOB (‘mind your own
business’); and HAND (the abbreviation of the most annoying phrase ever borrowed
from American English, ‘have a nice day’).

Text messaging, however, takes a few liberties with the traditional system of
abbreviation. Many of the shortened forms are abbreviations, but not as we know
them. Letter sounds, for example, are much used, as in THNQ (‘thank you’), CUL
(‘see you later’) and RU? (‘are you?’). Even more confusing to the uninitiated is the
use of numbers in text messaging, as in such expressions as GR8 (‘great’) and F2T
(‘free to talk’).

The recent growth in abbreviations is not restricted to these trendy texting forms
however. Indeed, there has been a proliferation of them wherever you look and no
area of life is immune from them. They have infiltrated not only the newer disciplines
such as ecology and computing, but also the older, more staid disciplines of the law
and medicine. I will not quote any of them here because the text of the book is
crammed with them. Take your pick!

It is, of course, this sheer volume of abbreviations in modern times that is really novel.
Abbreviations, in fewer numbers, have been with us for a considerable time. Indeed,
medieval scribes used them when penning their parchments as a means of saving
space and reducing effort.

These early abbreviations were in Latin and some of these have survived until the
present day. Thus, most of us would be familiar with abbreviations such as a.m., p.m.,
e.g. and i.e., and we would also be likely to know that they mean, respectively, ‘before
noon’, ‘after noon’, ‘for example’ and ‘that is’. Of course, we might not know what
Latin words the abbreviations actually stand for, but this does not come between us
and our comprehension of the abbreviated expressions.



As Latin waned and people began to write in the vernacular language, the practice of
abbreviating expressions continued at a gradual pace, increasing rapidly in the
nineteenth century. But, before that, as Fowler’s Modern English reminds us, the
practice was condemned by some well-known writers and critics.

We find Joseph Addison writing in the Spectator in 1711 that ‘It is perhaps this
Humour of speaking no more than we needs must which has so miserably curtailed
some of our Words … as in mob., rep., pos., incog., and the like.’ Just slightly later, in
1712, in his Proposal for Correcting, Improving and Ascertaining the English Tongue,
Swift proposed an annual expurgatory publication which would ‘condemn those
barbarous mutilations of vowels and syllables’ including the curtailment of words
referred to by Addison, known to us as abbreviations.

However, even criticism from great minds did not stem the habit of abbreviating
words, and the nineteenth century brought us shortened forms (not strictly
abbreviations) such as specs (1826), cab (1827), flu (1839), ad (1841), zoo (1847),
pub (1859), photo (1860), vet (1862), pro (1866), gym (1871), bike (1882), and
phone (1884). It also saw the rise of a vogue for informal and humorous abbreviations
such as OK (all correct) and PDQ (pretty damned quick). The first of these has survived
and even transcended its abbreviation status to become a word with various parts of
speech. The latter has also survived on the lips and pens of the peremptory, but it is
now dated.

The twentieth century got off to a good start, as far as shortenings were concerned,
with taxi (1907), fridge (1935) and telly (1942). But quite far into that century
shortened forms still did not enjoy anything like the status they enjoy today. Until the
last quarter of the twentieth century, many dictionaries still tended to relegate
abbreviations to the back pages together with such add-ons as the table of chemical
elements: they did not belong in the main text among the ‘real’ words.

In the closing decades of the twentieth century, abbreviations began to proliferate.
They were aided in this spawning by the fact that more and more public and private
bodies came into being and were given names which defied memorizing. Soon
abbreviations stopped just being names of organizations or part of the jargon of some
professions and trades which most of us could happily ignore. They became part of our
everyday lives. The early 1980s brought us Aids and, slightly later in the decade, HIV
and BSE, all of which relate to life-and-death issues.

In the second part of the 1980s began the trend towards forming humorous, or
facetious, acronyms. Many of these came and went, as they deserved to do,
but Yuppie (a ‘young upwardly mobile professional’) and Nimby (‘not in my
backyard’, the cry of the not-so-concerned environmentalists) have hung on
in there.

Abbreviations have much in common with jargon in that they have become part of the
language that is exclusive to a particular profession or group. Language used in this
way, as a convenient shorthand, can easily become a kind of barrier – a way of



reinforcing people’s sense of belonging to an in-group. The scale of abbreviations now
is such that there is absolutely no possibility of remembering the huge number that are
circulating in the wider world, and dictionaries cannot possibly spare the space to
accommodate even a fraction of these.

Abbreviations are one of the most daunting features of the English language. They can
be both obscure and contrived and, because they have become so omnipresent in our
lives, we need a guide to help us penetrate them. So it is that they have been accorded
a whole volume to themselves, a volume which takes the pain out of abbreviations and
makes them approachable, interesting and, at times, entertaining. Abbreviations have
certainly come a long way since they were simply a space-filling list in the back pages

of dictionaries.

Betty Kirkpatrick

Editor’s note
This book covers the four main types of abbreviation – shortenings, contractions,
initialisms, and acronyms – but does not label them explicitly. These four types are as
follows:

Shortenings of words usually consist of the first few letters of the full form and are
usually spelt with a final full stop when they are still regarded as abbreviations, for
example cont. = continued, etc. = et cetera. They may also consist of the stressed
syllable of the shortened word, e.g. bus or gym. In cases where they form words in
their own right, the full stop is omitted, for example hippo = hippopotamus. Such
shortenings are often but not always informal. Some become the standard forms, and
the full forms are then regarded as formal or technical, for example bus = omnibus,
pub = public house, zoo = zoological garden.

Contractions are abbreviated forms in which letters from the middle of the full form
have been omitted, for example Dr = doctor, St = saint or street. Practice varies with
regard to adding a full stop, but in modern British usage it is increasingly usual to omit
it. Another kind of contraction is the type with an apostrophe marking the omission of
letters: can’t = cannot, didn’t = did not, you’ve = you have.

Initialisms are made up of the initial letters of words and are pronounced as separate
letters: CIA (or C.I.A.), pm (or p.m.), US (or U.S.). Practice again varies with regard to
full stops, with current usage increasingly in favour of omitting them, especially when
the initialism consists entirely of capital letters.

Acronyms are initialisms that have become words in their own right, or similar words
formed from parts of several words. They are pronounced as words rather than as a
series of letters, for example Aids, NATO, FIFA, and do not have full stops. Some
become so established they are no longer recognized as acronyms, for example radar,
laser and scuba. In many cases the acronym becomes the standard term and the full
form is only used in explanatory contexts.



Pronunciation Guide
The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of
abbreviations in the dictionary.

Stress is indicated by a main stress mark ( � ) and a secondary stress mark ( � ) .
Note that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes according
to its position in the sentence.

Vowels Consonants

� back b buck
ɑ� harm d dead
ɒ stop ð other
a type d� jump
aυ how f fare
aə hire � gold
aυə hour h head
ɔ� course j yellow
ɔ annoy k cab
e head l leave
eə fair m mix
e make n nil
eυ go ŋ sing
�� word p print
i� keep r rest
i happy s save
ə about ʃ shop
 fit t take
ə near tʃ change
u annual θ theft
u� pool v value
υ book w work
υə tour x loch
' shut � measure

z zone

Dialect Labels
This book uses the following labels to indicate the geographical area where
an abbreviation is used:

ANZ = Australia and New Zealand NZ = New Zealand
Aus = Australia S Africa = South Africa
Can = Canada S Asia = South Asia
N Am = North America US = United States of America



A
aa 1. PHYSICS acceleration 2. MEASUREMENTS are 3. TRANSPORT arrives
AA 1. COMPUTING 10 (used in hexadecimal notation) 2. ROADS a main road other than a

motorway (NOTE: The abbreviation A is used before the road number, as in A28.) 3.
CHEMISTRY activity 4. BIOCHEMISTRY adenine 5. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS ampere 6.
MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS angstrom 7. PHYSICS mass number

ÅÅ MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS angstrom
A2A2 EDUCATION in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland, the second year of a full A-level

course, or the examination taken at the end of that year
AAAA 1. HEALTH Alcoholics Anonymous 2. SOCIAL WELFARE a state benefit paid to disabled

people to cover the cost of constant care or supervision. Full form attendance
allowance 3. AUTOMOTIVE Automobile Association

AAAAAA 1. /�trp(ə)l 	e/ ATHLETICS Amateur Athletic Association 2. ACCOUNTING American
Accounting Association 3. AUTOMOTIVE American Automobile Association 4. ARMS

antiaircraft artillery 5. AUTOMOTIVE Australian Automobile Association
AADAAD MONEY Arab accounting dinar
a.a.e.a.a.e. HUMAN RESOURCES according to age and experience (used in job advertisements)
AAIAAAIA ACCOUNTING Associate of the Association of International Accountants
AAMAAM ARMS air-to-air missile
AAMOFAAMOF ONLINE as a matter of fact (used in e-mails)
A & EA & E HEALTH SERVICES the official name of the hospital department traditionally known

as casualty. The US equivalent is ER (emergency room). Full form accident and
emergency

A & MA & M CHRISTIANITY (Hymns) Ancient and Modern
A & RA & R RECORDING artists and repertoire
AARFAARF ACCOUNTING Australian Accounting Research Foundation
AASAAS ACCOUNTING Australian Accounting Standard
AASBAASB ACCOUNTING Australian Accounting Standards Board
A’asiaA’asia Australasia
AATAAT ACCOUNTING Association of Accounting Technicians
AAVEAAVE LANGUAGE African American Vernacular English
ABAB 1. NAVY able-bodied seaman 2. Alberta 3. US EDUCATION Bachelor of Arts 4. BUSINESS

a type of company in Swedish-speaking countries. The abbreviation is equivalent to plc
or Ltd. Full form Aktiebolaget

ABAABA 1. BOXING Amateur Boxing Association 2. BANKING American Bankers Association 3.
LAW American Bar Association

ABBABB MANAGEMENT activity-based budgeting
abbr.abbr. abbreviation
ABCABC 1. MANAGEMENT activity-based costing 2. BROADCASTING American Broadcasting

Company 3. BROADCASTING Australian Broadcasting Corporation 4. the alphabet,
especially in referring to basic reading and writing

ABCsABCs BUSINESS Audit Bureau of Circulations
ABENDABEND /	�bend/ 1. COMPUTING a sudden failure of a computer program or system. Full

form abnormal end 2. ONLINE absent by enforced Net deprivation (NOTE: The
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abbreviation ABEND is used in the subject line of e-mails to warn correspondents of the
sender’s imminent loss of Internet access.)

ABIABI INSURANCE Association of British Insurers
ABMABM 1. MANAGEMENT activity-based management 2. ARMS antiballistic missile
abnabn airborne
ABNABN BUSINESS a numeric code assigned to a business so that it can be identified by the

Australian Taxation Office and other government departments. Full form Australian
Business Number

ABRABR COMPUTING available bit rate
ABSABS 1. INDUSTRY a type of strong plastic used to make moulded casings, pipes, and car

parts. Full form acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene 2. AUTOMOTIVE a system of
electronically controlled brakes that prevents a vehicle’s wheels locking if the driver
brakes suddenly. Full form antilock braking system (NOTE: The abbreviation ABS was
originally an abbreviation of the German term Antiblockier-System.) 3. COMMERCE

Australian Bureau of Statistics
ABTAABTA /	�btə/ TRAVEL Association of British Travel Agents
abvabv WINE alcohol by volume
acac ONLINE academic organization (NOTE: The abbreviation ac is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
AcAc CHEMICAL ELEMENTS actinium
ACAC 1. WINE a Portuguese wine-making cooperative. Full form adega cooperativa 2. air

conditioning 3. AIR FORCE Aircraftman 4. ELECTRICITY alternating current 5. METEOROLOGY

altocumulus 6. CALENDAR ante Christum (used before dates) 7. WINE a certification for
French wine that guarantees its origin and verifies that it meets production regulations.
Full form appellation contrôlée 8. ATHLETICS Athletic Club (used in club names) 9.
Companion in the Order of Australia

a/ca/c 1. COMMERCE account 2. BANKING account current
A/CA/C 1. COMMERCE account 2. BANKING account current 3. air conditioning
ACAACA 1. ACCOUNTING Associate of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and

Wales 2. COMMUNICATION Australian Communications Authority
ACASACAS /	ek�s/ HUMAN RESOURCES an organization that mediates between employers and

employees or trade unions in industrial disputes. Full form Advisory, Conciliation, and
Arbitration Service (NOTE: Sometimes written Acas, the acronym has entered the
language as a noun; the full form is rarely encountered in general usage.)

ACAUSACAUS ACCOUNTING Association of Chartered Accountants in the United States
acc.acc. 1. COMMERCE account 2. GRAMMAR accusative
ACCAACCA ACCOUNTING 1. Associate of the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants 2.

Association of Chartered Certified Accountants
ACCCACCC /�e �trp(ə)l 	si�/ COMMERCE Australian Competition and Consumer Commission
ACCIACCI COMMERCE Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
acctacct COMMERCE account
ACDACD BUSINESS authorized corporate director
AC/DCAC/DC an offensive term meaning bisexual
ACDIACDI COMPUTING asynchronous communications device interface
ACEACE 1. EDUCATION Advisory Centre for Education 2. MILITARY Allied Command Europe 3.

/es/ BIOCHEMISTRY an enzyme that increases blood pressure. Full form angiotensin-
converting enzyme (NOTE: The acronym ACE has entered the language as a noun, also
used in ACE inhibitor, denoting a drug that blocks this enzyme.)

ACE inhibitorACE inhibitor a drug that blocks an enzyme that raises blood pressure
ACFACF COMPUTING advanced communications function
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ACHACH E-COMMERCE a wholesale payment network for interbank clearing and payment
settlement, accessible through points of sale or cashpoints. Full form automated
clearing house

ACLACL COMPUTING access control list
ACLUACLU LAW American Civil Liberties Union
ACMACM 1. AIR FORCE Air Chief Marshal 2. COMPUTING Association for Computing Machinery

3. MANUFACTURING Australian Chamber of Manufactures
ACRACR HOUSEHOLD audio cassette recorder
ACRSACRS ACCOUNTING accelerated cost recovery system
ACTACT 1. FINANCE a tax paid by any company that pays a dividend, calculated by deducting

the basic rate of income tax from the grossed-up value of the dividend. Full form
advance corporation tax 2. Australian Capital Territory

ACTHACTH BIOCHEMISTRY a pituitary hormone that stimulates the adrenal cortex to produce
steroid hormones. Full form adrenocorticotrophic hormone

ACTUACTU HUMAN RESOURCES Australian Council of Trade Unions
ACT-UPACT-UP /	�kt �p/ HEALTH an activist organization concerned with the rights and

treatment of people with Aids. Full form Aids Coalition To Unleash Power
ACUACU MONEY Asian currency unit
ACVEACVE EDUCATION Advanced Certificate of Vocational Education
ACWACW AIR FORCE Aircraftwoman
adad 1. TENNIS advantage 2. ONLINE Andorra (NOTE: The abbreviation ad is seen at the end

of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
ADAD 1. MEDICINE Alzheimer’s disease 2. CALENDAR anno Domini

The abbreviation AD in this sense is used to indicate a date that is a specified number of years
after the birth of Jesus Christ. AD is traditionally put before the year number (AD 435), but it
is normally acceptable to put it after the identification of a century (the fifth century AD). PE
(Present Era) and CE (Common Era) have been suggested as non-Christian alternatives.

A/DA/D ELECTRONICS analogue to digital
AdaAda /	edə/ COMPUTING a high-level computer-programming language that is used mainly

for military, industrial, and scientific applications (NOTE: Sometimes spelt ADA, this is not
an abbreviation: it is named after the English mathematician Augusta Ada Byron,
Countess of Lovelace (1815–52).)

ADBADB BANKING 1. African Development Bank 2. Asian Development Bank
ADCADC ELECTRONICS analogue-to-digital converter
ADDADD MEDICINE attention deficit disorder
add.add. 1. addendum 2. MATHEMATICS addition 3. address
ADDACSADDACS BANKING Automated Direct Debit Amendments and Cancellation Service
ADFADF BANKING Approved Deposit Fund
ADHADH BIOCHEMISTRY antidiuretic hormone
ADHDADHD MEDICINE attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
ADIADI HEALTH acceptable daily intake
adj.adj. 1. GRAMMAR adjective 2. MATHEMATICS adjoint 3. LOGIC adjunct 4. INSURANCE

adjustment 5. MILITARY adjutant
AdjtAdjt MILITARY Adjutant
ADLsADLs MEDICINE activities of daily living
Adm.Adm. NAVY 1. Admiral 2. Admiralty
ADPADP 1. BIOCHEMISTRY a chemical compound derived from ATP that is involved in energy

transfer reactions in living cells. Full form adenosine diphosphate 2. COMPUTING

automatic data processing
ADPCMADPCM COMPUTING adaptive differential pulse code modulation
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ADRADR BUSINESS American Depositary Receipt
ADSLADSL COMPUTING a high-speed telephone line that can transmit voice and video data

over copper wires. Full form asymmetrical digital subscriber line
ADTADT N Am TIME Atlantic Daylight Time
adv.adv. 1. GRAMMAR adverb 2. GRAMMAR adverbial 3. MARKETING advertisement 4. advisory
ad val.ad val. FINANCE in proportion to the value. Full form ad valorem (NOTE: From Latin.)
advtadvt MARKETING advertisement
AEAE 1. BUSINESS aggregate expenditure 2. ECOLOGY assimilation efficiency
AEAAEA INDUST Atomic Energy Authority
AECAEC INDUST Atomic Energy Commission
AEEUAEEU HUMAN RESOURCES Amalgamated Engineering and Electrical Union
AERAER FINANCE annual equivalent rate
aeroaero ONLINE aviation industry (NOTE: The abbreviation aero is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
AESTAEST TIME Australian Eastern Standard Time
AEUAEU Aus EDUCATION Australian Education Union
AEXAEX STOCK EXCHANGE Amsterdam Stock Exchange
afaf ONLINE Afghanistan (NOTE: The abbreviation af is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
AFAF 1. AIR FORCE air force 2. Anglo-French 3. ELECTRONICS audio frequency 4. PHOTOGRAPHY

autofocus
Af.Af. 1. Africa 2. African
AFAANZAFAANZ FINANCE Accounting and Finance Association of Australia and New Zealand
AFAIKAFAIK ONLINE as far as I know (used in e-mails and text messages)
AFBDAFBD STOCK EXCHANGE Association of Futures Brokers and Dealers
AFCAFC 1. AEROSPACE automatic flight control 2. ELECTRONICS automatic frequency control
AFIPSAFIPS COMPUTING American Federation of Information Processing Societies
AFLAFL Australian Football League
AFL-CIOAFL-CIO HUMAN RESOURCES a federation formed in 1955 by the merging of the American

Federation of Labour and the Congress of Industrial Organizations. � CIO
AFLPAFLP BIOTECHNOLOGY a rapid method for detecting variations in DNA sequences between

individuals. Full form amplified fragment length polymorphism
AFMAFM PHYSICS atomic force microscope
AFNORAFNOR /	�fnɔ�/ the French industrial standards authority. Full form Association

française de normalisation
AFPAFP 1. BIOCHEMISTRY alpha-foetoprotein 2. POLICE Australian Federal Police
Afr.Afr. 1. Africa 2. African
AFTAAFTA /	�ftə/ COMMERCE ASEAN Free Trade Area
AFVAFV MILITARY armoured fighting vehicle
agag ONLINE Antigua and Barbuda (NOTE: The abbreviation ag is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
AgAg CHEMICAL ELEMENTS silver
AGAG 1. ARMY adjutant general 2. BUSINESS a type of company in German-speaking

countries. The abbreviation is equivalent to plc or Ltd. Full form Aktiengesellschaft 3.
LAW attorney general

AGCAGC ELECTRONICS a radio receiver control system by which the amplifier is adjusted to
compensate for variations in the volume of the signal, so that the volume of the output
is constant. Full form automatic gain control

AGIAGI BUSINESS 1. adjusted gross income 2. annual gross income
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AGMAGM BUSINESS annual general meeting
AGNAGN ASTRONOMY active galactic nucleus
AGPAGP COMPUTING a computer interface that allows the display of three-dimensional

graphics. Full form accelerated graphics port
AGRAGR INDUST advanced gas-cooled reactor
AHAH 1. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS ampere-hour 2. CALENDAR anno Hegirae (NOTE: The

abbreviation AH is used to indicate the number of years from the Hegira (AD 622), a
key date in the Islamic calendar.)

A.h.A.h. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS ampere-hour
AHAAHA CHEMISTRY alpha-hydroxy acid
AHFAHF BIOCHEMISTRY antihaemophilic factor
AHIAHI COMMERCE the Afrikaans chamber of commerce. Full form Afrikaanse

Handelsinstituut
AHSTAHST TIME Alaska-Hawaii Standard Time
aiai ONLINE Anguilla (NOTE: The abbreviation ai is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
AIAI 1. CHEMISTRY active ingredient 2. MEDICINE artificial insemination 3. COMPUTING artificial

intelligence 4. AEROSPACE attitude indicator
AIAAIA ACCOUNTING Association of International Accountants
AICPAAICPA ACCOUNTING American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
AIDAID 1. MEDICINE acute infectious disease 2. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Agency for

International Development 3. MEDICINE artificial insemination by donor
AidsAids /edz/ MEDICINE a disease of the immune system caused by infection with the

retrovirus HIV, which destroys some types of white blood cells and is transmitted
through blood or bodily secretions such as semen. Full form acquired immune
deficiency syndrome

The acronym Aids has entered the language as a noun, and the full form is rarely encountered
in general usage. A number of other English words originated in a similar way and are now so
well-established in the language that they are no longer regarded as acronyms. These include
laser ‘light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation’, quango ‘quasiautonomous
nongovernmental organization’, radar ‘radio detection and ranging’, scuba ‘self-contained
underwater breathing apparatus’, and sonar ‘sound navigation ranging’. The noun flak,
denoting anti-aircraft fire or strong criticism, comes from the German phrase Fleiger Abwehr
Kanone, meaning ‘aeroplane defence canon’.

AIFAAIFA FINANCE Association of Financial Advisers
AIHAIH MEDICINE artificial insemination by husband
AILAIL ECOLOGY aesthetic injury level
AIMAIM /em, �e a 	em/ BUSINESS alternative investment market
AIMAAIMA BUSINESS Alternative Investment Management Association
ain’tain’t /ent/ a contraction of ‘am not’, ‘is not’, ‘are not’, ‘have not’, or ‘has not’
AIRAIR RADIO All India Radio
AIRCAIRC HUMAN RESOURCES Australian Industrial Relations Commission
AITCAITC FINANCE Association of Investment Trust Companies
AJAAJA PRESS Australian Journalists’ Association
AJKAJK HORSERACING Australian Jockey Club
AKAK MAIL Alaska (NOTE: The abbreviation AK is part of the US sorting code on the last line

of an Alaska address.)
a.k.a.a.k.a. also known as (NOTE: The abbreviation a.k.a. is used to introduce a pseudonym or

nickname: Sean Combs a.k.a. Puff Daddy.)
alal ONLINE Albania (NOTE: The abbreviation al is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
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AlAl CHEMICAL ELEMENTS aluminium
ALAL MAIL Alabama (NOTE: The abbreviation AL is part of the US sorting code on the last line

of an Alabama address.)
al.al. 1. alcohol 2. alcoholic
ALAALA all letters answered (NOTE: The abbreviation ALA is used in personal

advertisements.)
Alb.Alb. 1. Albania 2. Albanian
ALBMALBM ARMS air-launched ballistic missile
alc.alc. 1. alcohol 2. alcoholic
ALCMALCM ARMS air-launched cruise missile
A levelA level EDUCATION in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland, the advanced level of any

subject studied to gain a General Certificate of Education qualification. Full form
Advanced level (NOTE: The abbreviation is used as a noun to denote both the level
(studying biology at A level) and the qualification (candidates with two or more A
levels).)

ALFALF Animal Liberation Front
Alg.Alg. 1. Algeria 2. Algerian
ALGOLALGOL /	�l�ɒl/ COMPUTING a high-level computer programming language that uses

algebraic symbols in solving mathematical and scientific problems. Full form algorithm-
oriented language

ALMOALMO /	�lməυ/ PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION arm’s length management organization
ALPALP POLITICS Australian Labor Party
ALSALS MEDICINE amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
AltAlt COMPUTING a computer key that is held down while another other key or sequence of

keys is pressed, to perform a particular function or produce a particular character. Full
form alternate (or alternative) key (NOTE: Some computer keyboards also have an Alt
Gr (alternative graphics) key, which is used in a similar way.)

ALTALT BIOCHEMISTRY alanine aminotransferase
alt.alt. 1. alteration 2. BOTANY alternate 3. altitude 4. MUSIC alto
AltaAlta Alberta
ALUALU COMPUTING a circuit in a computer’s central processing unit that makes decisions

based on the results of calculations. Full form arithmetic logic unit
amam 1. RADIO amplitude modulation 2. ONLINE Armenia (NOTE: The abbreviation am is seen

at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
AmAm CHEMICAL ELEMENTS americium
AMAM 1. MILITARY Albert Medal 2. RADIO amplitude modulation 3. anno mundi 4. TIME ante

meridiem. � a.m. 5. ACCOUNTING asset management 6. associate member 7. US
EDUCATION Master of Arts 8. Member in the Order of Australia

Am.Am. 1. American 2. BIBLE Amos
a.m.a.m. TIME in the period between midnight and noon. Full form ante meridiem (NOTE:

The abbreviation a.m., from the Latin, ‘before noon’, is used after a specific time in the
12-hour clock. It is sometimes written AM or am.)

AMBAAMBA MANAGEMENT Association of MBAs
Amer.Amer. American
AmexAmex /	�meks/ STOCK EXCHANGE American Stock Exchange
AmExAmEx /	�meks/ FINANCE American Express
AmicusAmicus /	�mkəs/ HUMAN RESOURCES a trade union formed by the merger of the AEEU

and MSF in January 2002 (NOTE: Amicus is not an abbreviation: the name was chosen
principally because it is Latin for ‘friend’.)
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AMPAMP BIOCHEMISTRY a compound involved in energy transfer reactions in living cells. Full
form adenosine monophosphate

AMPSAMPS FINANCE auction market preferred stock
AMTAMT MANUFACTURING advanced manufacturing technology
amuamu MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS atomic mass unit
AMUAMU MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS atomic mass unit
AMVETSAMVETS /	�mvets/ MILITARY in the United States, a private organization of veterans of

World War II and subsequent conflicts. Full form American Veterans
anan ONLINE Netherlands Antilles (NOTE: The abbreviation an is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
anal.anal. 1. analogous 2. analogy 3. analysis 4. analytic
anat.anat. MEDICINE 1. anatomical 2. anatomy
ANCANC 1. POLITICS a South African political party that fought against apartheid and formed

the country’s first multiracial government in 1994. Full form African National
Congress 2. CHEMISTRY acid-neutralizing capacity

ANLLANLL MEDICINE acute nonlymphocytic leukaemia
ANNANN COMPUTING artificial neural network
ann.ann. 1. PUBLISHING annals 2. annual 3. FINANCE annuity
anon.anon. anonymous (NOTE: The abbreviation anon. often follows a quotation of unknown

authorship.)
ANSIANSI /	�nsi/ American National Standards Institute
ANSI CANSI C /��nsi 	si�/ COMPUTING a standard version of the C programming language
ant.ant. 1. antiquarian 2. antiquity 3. LANGUAGE antonym
Ant.Ant. Antarctica
anthrop.anthrop. 1. anthropological 2. anthropology
antiq.antiq. 1. antiquarian 2. antiquity
ANUANU EDUCATION Australian National University
AnzacAnzac /	�nz�k/ ARMY (member of the) Australia and New Zealand Army Corps

The abbreviation Anzac originally applied to soldiers who served with the Australia and New
Zealand Army Corps in World War I. It was subsequently used to denote any Australian or New
Zealand soldier.

ANZCERTAANZCERTA COMMERCE Australia and New Zealand Closer Economic Relations Trade
Agreement

ANZUSANZUS /	�nzəs/ INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS a defence treaty negotiated between Australia,
New Zealand, and the United States in 1951. Full form Australia, New Zealand, and
the United States

aoao ONLINE Angola (NOTE: The abbreviation ao is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

AOAO 1. Aus STOCK EXCHANGE All-Ordinaries Index 2. Officer in the Order of Australia
a/oa/o ACCOUNTING account of
AOAIAOAI ENVIRONMENT Area of Archaeological Importance
AOBAOB usually the last item on the agenda of a meeting. Full form any other business
AOCAOC WINE a certification for French wine that guarantees its origin and high quality. Full

form appellation d’origine contrôlée
AOLAOL COMPUTING America Online
AOMAOM ENVIRONMENT active organic matter
AONAON STOCK EXCHANGE describing an order that must be executed in its entirety or not at

all. Full form all or none
AONBAONB ENVIRONMENT an area of countryside officially designated as being special and

deserving of protection. Full form Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
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There are 41 AONBs in England and Wales. The first AONB to be designated was the Gower
peninsula in Wales, in 1956. Other abbreviations connected with nature conservation include
ESA (environmentally sensitive area), SAC (special area of conservation), SPA (special
protection area), and SSSI (site of special scientific interest)

AORAOR MUSIC adult-oriented rock
APAP 1. MILITARY Air Police 2. US TRAVEL accommodation and all meals at a hotel: the US

equivalent of full board. Full form American plan 3. MILITARY antipersonnel 4. PUBLISHING

Associated Press
a.p.a.p. 1. FINANCE additional premium 2. PUBLISHING author’s proof 3. PHARMACOLOGY before

a meal. Full form ante prandium (NOTE: The abbreviation a.p. is used in prescriptions.)
APAAPA COMPUTING all points addressable
APACSAPACS BUSINESS Association for Payment Clearing Services
APBAPB 1. ACCOUNTING Accounting Principles Board 2. US CRIME a message broadcast to all

police in a particular area, usually containing urgent information or a warning. Full form
all-points bulletin 3. ACCOUNTING Auditing Practices Board

APCAPC COMMERCE average propensity to consume
APDAPD MEDICINE adult polycyclic disease
APECAPEC /	epek/ FINANCE Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
ApexApex /	epeks/ TRAVEL a system whereby air or rail tickets are available at a reduced price

when bought a specific period of time in advance. Full form advance-purchase
excursion

APHAPH MEDICINE antepartum haemorrhage
APIAPI 1. INDUST American Petroleum Institute 2. COMPUTING application programming

interface
APMAPM 1. COMPUTING a specification that allows an operating system such as earlier

versions of Windows to control the power management features of a computer. Full
form advanced power management 2. COMMERCE average propensity to import

A.P.NrA.P.Nr WINE an indication that a German wine has met the minimum standards required
by law. Full form Amtliche Prüfungsnummer (NOTE: From the German, ‘official test
number’.)

Apoc.Apoc. BIBLE 1. another name for the book of Revelation. Full form Apocalypse 2.
Apocrypha

APPAPP 1. MEDICINE amyloid precursor protein 2. COMMERCE average physical product
app.app. 1. apparatus 2. PUBLISHING appendix 3. applied 4. appointed 5. apprentice 6.

approved 7. approximate
APPCAPPC COMPUTING advanced program to program communications
approx.approx. 1. approximate 2. approximately
apptappt appointment
APRAPR FINANCE 1. the annual equivalent of an interest rate quoted for a different interval,

usually monthly. Full form annual percentage rate 2. annual purchase rate (NOTE: The
abbreviation APR is used to show repayment rates in hire-purchase schemes.)

Apr.Apr. CALENDAR April
APRAAPRA /	�prə/ FINANCE Australian Prudential Regulation Authority
APSAPS COMMERCE average propensity to save
aptapt apartment
APTAPT RAIL advanced passenger train
APVAPV FINANCE adjusted present value
APYAPY FINANCE annual percentage yield
aqaq ONLINE Antarctica (NOTE: The abbreviation aq is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
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AQAQ EDUCATION achievement quotient
aq.aq. 1. PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY water. Full form aqua 2. PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY a

solution made in water. Full form aqua 3. CHEMISTRY aqueous
AQSAQS ECOLOGY air quality standards
ArAr CHEMICAL ELEMENTS argon
ARAR 1. ACCOUNTING a record that shows how much is owed to a company by customers

who have purchased supplies or services on credit. Full form accounts receivable 2.
MAIL Arkansas (NOTE: The abbreviation AR is part of the US sorting code on the last line
of an Arkansas address.) 3. MEDICINE attributable risk

ar.ar. TRAVEL 1. arrival 2. arrive
Ar.Ar. 1. Arabia 2. Arabian 3. LANGUAGE Arabic
ARAARA ARTS Associate of the Royal Academy
Arab.Arab. 1. Arabia 2. Arabian 3. LANGUAGE Arabic
arb.arb. STOCK EXCHANGE arbitrageur
ARCARC MEDICINE 1. the set of symptoms associated with infection by HIV, including weight

loss and fever. Full form Aids-related complex 2. Aids-related condition
arch.arch. 1. archaic 2. archaism 3. archery 4. GEOGRAPHY archipelago 5. architect 6.

architecture
archd.archd. 1. CHRISTIANITY archdeacon 2. archduke
archit.archit. architecture
ARDARD MEDICINE acute respiratory disease
ARDSARDS /ɑ�dz/ MEDICINE adult respiratory distress syndrome
ARELSARELS /	�rəlz/ EDUCATION Association of Recognized English Language Schools
aren’taren’t /ɑ�nt/ 1. am not 2. are not
argarg COMPUTING a value that modifies how a command or junction operates in a computer

program. Full form argument
ARLARL RUGBY Australian Rugby League
ARLLARLL COMPUTING advanced run-length limited
ARMARM US FINANCE adjustable-rate mortgage
ARPARP 1. ECOLOGY acreage reduction programme 2. COMPUTING address resolution protocol

3. /ɑ�p/ MILITARY air-raid precautions
ARPANETARPANET /	ɑ�pənet/ COMPUTING a wide area network (WAN) of the late 1960s linking

government, academic, business, and military sites. Full form Advanced Research
Projects Agency Network (NOTE: ARPANET was a precursor of the Internet.)

ARPSARPS STOCK EXCHANGE adjustable-rate preferred stock
ARQARQ COMPUTING automatic repeat request
arr.arr. 1. MUSIC arranged 2. TRAVEL arrival 3. TRAVEL arrived 4. TRAVEL arrives
ARTART MEDICINE assisted reproductive technology
art.art. 1. article 2. artificial 3. ARMS artillery 4. artist
artyarty MILITARY artillery
asas ONLINE American Samoa (NOTE: The abbreviation as is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
AsAs CHEMICAL ELEMENTS arsenic
ASAS 1. BANKING a term used for defining how long a person has to settle a bill after having

been presented with it, e.g. 30 days AS. Full form after sight 2. LANGUAGE Anglo-Saxon
3. MILITARY antisubmarine

As.As. 1. Asia 2. Asian
ASAASA MARKETING Advertising Standards Authority
ASAPASAP /	es�p/ as soon as possible
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a.s.a.p.a.s.a.p. /	es�p/ as soon as possible
ASATASAT MILITARY antisatellite
ASBASB ACCOUNTING Accounting Standards Board
ASBOASBO LAW antisocial behaviour order
ASCASC ACCOUNTING Accounting Standards Committee
ASCAPASCAP PUBLISHING American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers
ASCIIASCII /	�ski�/ COMPUTING full form American Standard Code for Information

Interchange
ASDASD MEDICINE autistic spectrum disorders
ASEANASEAN /	�ziən/ POLITICS Association of Southeast Asian Nations
ASFASF COMPUTING Active Streaming Format
ASHASH HEALTH Action on Smoking and Health
ASIASI AEROSPACE airspeed indicator
ASICASIC 1. COMPUTING application-specific integrated circuits 2. FINANCE Australian Securities

and Investments Commission
ASIOASIO /	eziəυ/ MILITARY Australian Security Intelligence Organization
ASISASIS /	�ss/ MILITARY Australian Secret Intelligence Service
ASLASL LANGUAGE American Sign Language
ASLEFASLEF /	�zlef/ HUMAN RESOURCES Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers and

Firemen
AS levelAS level EDUCATION in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland, a school examination

taken at an advanced level in a subject. It is equivalent to half an A-level. Full form
Advanced Subsidiary level (NOTE: Before 2000, the full name of the examination was
Advanced Supplementary level.)

ASMASM ARMS air-to-surface missile
ASPASP COMPUTING 1. a page in HTML with scripts that are processed on a server before

being sent to a user. Full form active server page 2. a company that provides one or
more program functions (e.g. accounting) on behalf of an enterprise, freeing it to
concentrate on its primary business. Full form application service provider

ASRASR COMPUTING automatic send/receive
ASSRASSR POLITICS Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic
asstasst assistant
asstdasstd 1. assisted 2. assorted
ASTAST 1. /�st/ TIME Atlantic Standard Time 2. STOCK EXCHANGE automated screen trading
astrol.astrol. 1. astrologer 2. astrological 3. astrology
astron.astron. 1. astronomer 2. astronomical 3. astronomy
ASUASU HUMAN RESOURCES Australian Services Union
ASXASX STOCK EXCHANGE Australian Stock Exchange
atat ONLINE Austria (NOTE: The abbreviation at is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
AtAt CHEMICAL ELEMENTS astatine
ATAT 1. COMPUTING a standard of PC originally developed by IBM that uses a 16-bit 80286

processor. Full form Advanced Technologies 2. MILITARY antitank 3. TIME Atlantic Time
4. EDUCATION attainment target

at.at. 1. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS atmosphere 2. PHYSICS atomic
ATAPIATAPI COMPUTING AT attachment packet interface
ATBATB 1. VEHICLES all-terrain bike 2. EXTREME SPORTS all-terrain boarding
ATCATC 1. AIR FORCE Air Training Corps 2. AVIAT air-traffic control
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ATMATM 1. COMPUTING Adobe Type Manager 2. COMPUTING asynchronous transfer mode 3.
BANKING another name for a cashpoint. Full form automated teller machine

atm.atm. 1. MEASUREMENTS atmosphere 2. atmospheric
at. no.at. no. CHEMISTRY atomic number
ATOATO /	etəυ/ FINANCE Australian Taxation Office
A to DA to D ELECTRONICS analogue to digital
ATOLATOL /	�tɒl/ AVIAT Air Travel Organizers’ Licence
ATPATP 1. BIOCHEMISTRY a chemical compound in living organisms that releases energy for

cellular reactions when it converts to ADP. Full form adenosine triphosphate 2. TENNIS

Association of Tennis Professionals
ATPaseATPase /�e ti� pi� 	ez/ BIOCHEMISTRY an enzyme that aids the breakdown of ATP into

ADP with a release of energy. Full form adenosine triphosphatase
ATSATS 1. MEDICINE antitetanus serum 2. TECHNOLOGY Applications Technology Satellite 3.

BANKING automatic transfer service
ATSICATSIC Aus POLITICS a federal authority representing the interests of Australia’s indigenous

peoples. Full form Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission
att.att. 1. attached 2. attention 3. LAW attorney
Att. Gen.Att. Gen. LAW Attorney General
attnattn attention
attrib.attrib. GRAMMAR attributive
Atty. Gen.Atty. Gen. LAW Attorney General
ATVATV VEHICLES all-terrain vehicle
at. wtat. wt CHEMISTRY atomic weight
auau ONLINE Australia (NOTE: The abbreviation au is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
AuAu CHEMICAL ELEMENTS gold (NOTE: From the Latin aurum.)
AUAU 1. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS angstrom unit 2. MEASUREMENTS, ASTRONOMY astronomical

unit
a.u.a.u. 1. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS angstrom unit 2. MEASUREMENTS, ASTRONOMY astronomical

unit
AUCAUC 1. ab urbe condita (NOTE: The abbreviation AUC, from the Latin, ‘in the year from

the founding of the city’, was used by Roman classical writers to specify dates in terms
of the number of years since Rome’s foundation in 753 BC.) 2. EDUCATION Australian
Universities Commission

AUDAUD MONEY Australian dollar
aud.aud. ACCOUNTING 1. audit 2. auditor
Aug.Aug. CALENDAR August
AUPAUP COMPUTING acceptable use policy
AUSAUS EDUCATION Australian Union of Students
Aus.Aus. 1. Australia 2. Australian 3. Austria 4. Austrian
Aust.Aust. 1. Australia 2. Australian 3. Austria 4. Austrian
AUSTELAUSTEL /	ɒztel/ TELECOMMUNICATIONS Australian Telecommunications Authority
Austral.Austral. 1. Australasia 2. Australia 3. Australian
AUTAUT 1. HUMAN RESOURCES Association of University Teachers 2. FINANCE authorized unit

trust
auth.auth. 1. authentic 2. author 3. authority 4. authorized
AUTIFAUTIF FINANCE Association of Unit Trusts and Investment Funds
auto.auto. 1. automatic 2. MECHANICAL ENGINEERING automotive
aux.aux. auxiliary
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A/UXA/UX COMPUTING a version of the UNIX operating system for the Apple Mac range of
computers. Full form Apple’s UNIX

AVAV 1. MEDIA audiovisual 2. BIBLE Authorized Version
av.av. 1. average 2. MEASUREMENTS avoirdupois
Av.Av. ROADS avenue
a/va/v 1. FINANCE in proportion to the value. Full form ad valorem 2. MEDICINE audiovisual
AVAAVA WINE a designated grape-growing area for US wines. Full form American

Viticultural Area (NOTE: The abbreviation AVA is used on US wine labels in a similar way
to AC or AOC on French wines.)

AVCAVC 1. PENSIONS additional voluntary contribution 2. BUSINESS average variable cost
avdp.avdp. MEASUREMENTS avoirdupois
Ave.Ave. ROADS avenue (NOTE: The abbreviation Ave. is used in addresses.)
avg.avg. average
AVMAVM 1. AIR FORCE Air Vice-Marshal 2. MEDICINE arteriovenous malformation
AVPUAVPU MEDICINE a checklist for rating a person’s level of consciousness that includes

assessing his or her responsiveness to verbal and painful stimuli. Full form alert, verbal,
pain, unresponsive

A/WA/W MEASUREMENTS actual weight
AWACSAWACS /	ew�ks/ MILITARY a radar and computer system carried in an aircraft to track

large numbers of low-flying aircraft. Full form airborne warning and control system
AWBCAWBC WINE Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation
AWEAWE STATISTICS average weekly earnings
azaz ONLINE Azerbaijan (NOTE: The abbreviation az is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
AZAZ MAIL Arizona (NOTE: The abbreviation AZ is part of the US sorting code on the last line

of an Arizona address.)
az.az. 1. ASTRONOMY azimuth 2. HERALDRY azure
AZTAZT PHARMACOLOGY an antiviral drug used in the treatment of Aids. Full form

azidothymidine
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bb 1. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS a unit of nuclear cross section. Full form barn 2. MUSIC bass

3. MUSIC basso 4. MEASUREMENTS, ACOUSTICS bel 5. billion 6. COMPUTING bit 7. book 8. born
9. CRICKET bowled 10. breadth 11. CRICKET a run scored off a ball that has not been hit
by a batsman, awarded to the team as a whole. Full form bye

BB 1. EDUCATION Bachelor (NOTE: The abbreviation B is used in degree titles, as in BSc.) 2.
MUSIC bass 3. MUSIC basso 4. PHYSICS a scale for calibrating hydrometers that are used to
ascertain the relative density of liquids. Full form Baumé scale 5. GEOGRAPHY Bay (used
on maps) 6. MEASUREMENTS, ACOUSTICS bel 7. billion 8. CHESS bishop 9. black (NOTE: The
abbreviation B, when used on pencils, indicates that the lead is soft.) 10. book 11.
CHEMICAL ELEMENTS boron 12. breadth 13. COMPUTING byte 14. COMPUTING eleven (used in
hexadecimal notation) 15. PHYSICS the strength of a magnetic field multiplied by the
porosity of a medium. Symbol for magnetic flux density 16. ROADS a secondary road
(NOTE: The abbreviation B in this sense is used before the road number, as in B2143.)

B2BB2B E-COMMERCE business-to-business
B2CB2C E-COMMERCE business-to-consumer
B4B4 ONLINE before (used in e-mails and text messages)
B4NB4N ONLINE bye for now (used in e-mails and text messages)
BaBa CHEMICAL ELEMENTS barium
BABA 1. EDUCATION Bachelor of Arts 2. WINE German term meaning ‘selected berries’, used

to refer to grapes selected by hand before pressing. Full form Beerenauslese 3. British
Academy 4. British Airways 5. SCIENCE British Association (for the Advancement of
Science)

BAABAA ACCOUNTING British Accounting Association
BACBAC BIOTECHNOLOGY a sequence of DNA taken from another organism and inserted in a

bacterium to reveal its function. Full form bacterial artificial chromosome
BACSBACS /b�ks/ BUSINESS a system for transferring funds directly from one bank account to

another. It is used, e.g., by companies making payments to regular suppliers. Full form
Bankers’ Automated Clearing System

bact.bact. MICROBIOLOGY 1. bacteria 2. bacteriology
bacteriol.bacteriol. MICROBIOLOGY bacteriology
BADCBADC ACCOUNTING Business Accounting Deliberation Council of Japan
BAFTABAFTA /	b�ftə/ CINEMA British Academy of Film and Television Arts
BAHABAHA MEDICINE bone anchored hearing aid
BALBAL MEDICINE dimercaprol: an antidote to heavy metal poisoning. Full form British anti-

lewisite
BANBAN BANKING a short-term bond issued in anticipation of a larger bond issue. Full form

bond anticipation note
B & BB & B TRAVEL bed and breakfast

The abbreviation is sometimes used as a noun to denote a relatively small, informal, and
inexpensive establishment offering such accommodation, especially a guesthouse or private
home as opposed to a hotel.

B and S BallB and S Ball DANCE a social event held in the Australian outback for young people,
typically a weekend of music, dancing, and drinking. Full form Bachelor and Spinsters
Ball

B & WB & W PHOTOGRAPHY, TV, CINEMA black-and-white
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bar.bar. 1. METEOROLOGY barometer 2. METEOROLOGY barometric 3. MEASUREMENTS barrel (NOTE:
The abbreviation BAR is used in the oil and brewing industries.)

Bar.Bar. 1. LAW barrister 2. BIBLE Baruch
BARBBARB /bɑ�b/ BROADCASTING Broadcasters’ Audience Research Board
BArchBArch EDUCATION Bachelor of Architecture
BARSBARS BUSINESS a method of assessing employee’s performance according to their

behaviour. Full form behaviourally anchored rating scales
BartBart baronet
BASBAS 1. EDUCATION Bachelor of Agricultural Science 2. EDUCATION Bachelor of Applied

Science 3. Aus BUSINESS a tax statement made yearly by businesses. Full form Business
Activity Statement

BAScBASc EDUCATION 1. Bachelor of Agricultural Science 2. Bachelor of Applied Science
BASICBASIC /	besk/ COMPUTING a high-level computer programming language that uses

common English terms and algebra. Full form Beginners All-purpose Symbolic
Instruction Code

BASWBASW SOCIAL WELFARE British Association of Social Workers
BATBAT /b�t/ COMPUTING a filename extension used in MS-DOS systems to signify a batch file

(i.e. a computer file containing a series of commands to be processed as if they were
entered from the keyboard consecutively). Full form batch

bat.bat. 1. COMPUTING batch 2. MILITARY battalion
BATNEECBATNEEC /	b�tni�k/ ENVIRONMENT a principle applied to the control of emissions into the

air, land, and water from polluting processes, minimizing pollution without requiring
technology or methods that are not yet available or unreasonably expensive. Full form
best available technology not entailing excessive cost

bbbb ONLINE Barbados (NOTE: The abbreviation bb is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

BBBB 1. Boys’ Brigade 2. ONLINE bye-bye (used in e-mails and text messages) 3. double black
(NOTE: The abbreviation BB, when used on pencils, indicates that the lead is very soft.)

BBABBA 1. EDUCATION Bachelor of Business Administration 2. BANKING British Bankers’
Association

BBCBBC BROADCASTING British Broadcasting Corporation (NOTE: The abbreviation BBC itself is
sometimes informally shortened to Beeb.)

BBFCBBFC CINEMA British Board of Film Classification
bblbbl MEASUREMENTS barrel (NOTE: The abbreviation BBL is used in the oil and brewing

industries.)
BBQBBQ FOOD barbecue
BBSBBS ONLINE an online forum used to exchange e-mails, chat, and access software. Full

form bulletin board system
BCBC 1. ONLINE because (used in e-mails and text messages) 2. CALENDAR before Christ 3.

MEDICINE bone conduction 4. British Columbia 5. FINANCE budgetary control
The abbreviation BC is used to indicate a date that is a specified number of years before the
birth of Jesus Christ. The alternative BCE (before the Common Era) may be used to avoid the
association with Christianity.

BCABCA COMMERCE Business Council of Australia
bccbcc COMPUTING a copy of an e-mail sent to somebody at the same time as the original

message without the primary addressee being aware of this. Full form blind carbon
copy

BCCBCC 1. COMPUTING an error detection method for blocks of transmitted data. Full form
block character check 2. HEALTH Breast Cancer Campaign 3. COMMERCE British
Chambers of Commerce
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BCCSBCCS FINANCE Board of Currency Commissioners
BCDBCD COMPUTING a numbering system in which each digit of a decimal is converted into a

binary number. Full form binary coded decimal
BCEBCE 1. US EDUCATION Bachelor of Chemical Engineering 2. EDUCATION Bachelor of Civil

Engineering 3. CALENDAR before the Common Era (NOTE: The abbreviation BCE is used
after a date as the non-Christian equivalent of BC.)

BCGBCG PHARMACOLOGY an anti-tuberculosis vaccine made from a weakened strain of the
tubercle bacillus. Full form bacillus Calmette-Guérin (vaccine) (NOTE: The abbreviation
BCG is used as a noun denoting an injection of this vaccine.)

BChBCh EDUCATION Bachelor of Surgery (NOTE: From the Latin Baccalaureus Chirurgiae.)
BCH codeBCH code COMPUTING an error-correcting code. Full form Bose-Chandhuri-

Hocquenghem code
BChEBChE EDUCATION Bachelor of Chemical Engineering
BCLBCL Bachelor of Civil Law
BCNFBCNF COMPUTING a method of structuring information in a database to improve storage

efficiency. Full form Boyce-Codd normal form
BCNUBCNU ONLINE be seeing you (used in e-mails and text messages)
BCNZBCNZ BROADCASTING Broadcasting Corporation of New Zealand
BCPLBCPL COMPUTING a high-level programming language. Full form Basic Combined

Programming Language
BCSBCS COMPUTING 1. a system that runs dedicated programs or tasks for a central computer.

Full form basic control system (satellite) 2. British Computer Society
bdbd 1. ONLINE Bangladesh (NOTE: The abbreviation bd is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.) 2. NAUTICAL board 3. FINANCE bond 4. PUBLISHING bound
BDBD 1. EDUCATION Bachelor of Divinity 2. MEDICINE Borna disease
B/DB/D 1. BANKING bank draft 2. BANKING banker’s draft 3. BANKING bills discounted 4.

ACCOUNTING brought down
BDABDA DENTISTRY British Dental Association
bd ftbd ft MEASUREMENTS, CONSTRUCTION a unit of volume for timber, equal to the volume of a

board that is one foot square and one inch thick. Full form board foot
BDIBDI BUSINESS a measure of a brand’s sales in an area in relation to the number of people

living there. Full form brand development index
BdrBdr MILITARY Bombardier
bdsbds 1. PUBLISHING bound in boards 2. bundles
BDSBDS EDUCATION Bachelor of Dental Surgery
bebe ONLINE Belgium (NOTE: The abbreviation be is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
BeBe CHEMICAL ELEMENTS beryllium
BEBE 1. EDUCATION Bachelor of Education 2. EDUCATION Bachelor of Engineering 3. COMMERCE

a document setting out an instruction to pay a named person a fixed sum of money on
a specified date or when the person requests payment. Full form bill of exchange

BECBEC COMPUTING a device that extends an 8-bit bus to accommodate 16-bit add-in cards.
Full form bus extension card

BECTUBECTU /	bektu�/ Broadcasting, Entertainment, and Cinematograph Technicians Union
BEdBEd EDUCATION Bachelor of Education
bedsbeds bedrooms (used in property advertisements)
Beds.Beds. Bedfordshire
BEFBEF the British Army that served overseas during World War I and World War II. Full form

British Expeditionary Force
BERBER COMPUTING 1. basic encoding rule 2. bit error rate
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Berks.Berks. Berkshire
betchabetcha /	betʃə/ a form of ‘bet you’ used mainly in conversation
bfbf 1. bloody fool 2. PRINTING boldface
BFBF Belgian franc
b/fb/f ACCOUNTING brought forward
BFEBFE STOCK EXCHANGE Baltic Futures Exchange
BFIBFI CINEMA British Film Institute
BFNBFN ONLINE bye for now (NOTE: The abbreviation BFN, now used in e-mails or text

messages, predates modern technology, having been in general informal use since the
mid-20th century or earlier.)

BFPOBFPO MILITARY British Forces Post Office
bgbg ONLINE Bulgaria (NOTE: The abbreviation bg is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
BGBG N Am MILITARY Brigadier General
BGCBGC BANKING bank giro credit
BGPBGP COMPUTING a protocol that allows routers to share routing information to allow each

router to calculate the most efficient path for information. Full form border gateway
protocol

bhbh ONLINE Bahrain (NOTE: The abbreviation bh is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

BhBh CHEMICAL ELEMENTS bohrium
BHCBHC CHEMISTRY benzene hexachloride
BhdBhd BUSINESS a Malay word meaning limited, when referring to businesses in Malaysia.

Full form Berhad
bhpbhp MECHANICAL ENGINEERING brake horsepower
BHTBHT CHEMISTRY a crystalline solid used as an antioxidant for fats and oils. Full form

butylated hydroxytoluene
bibi ONLINE Burundi (NOTE: The abbreviation ac is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
BiBi CHEMICAL ELEMENTS bismuth
Bib.Bib. RELIGION 1. Bible 2. biblical
bibl.bibl. PUBLISHING bibliography
b.i.d.b.i.d. PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY twice a day (NOTE: The abbreviation b.i.d., from the Latin

ut dictum, is used in prescriptions.)
BIMBIM COMMERCE British Institute of Management
BINBIN BUSINESS a six-digit number used to identify banks for charge-card purposes. Full form

bank identification number
BINDBIND COMPUTING software that provides the functions of a Domain Name Server for

server computers running BSD UNIX. Full form Berkeley Internet Name Domain
biog.biog. LITERATURE 1. biographer 2. biographical 3. biography
biol.biol. 1. biological 2. biology
BIOSBIOS /	baɒs/ COMPUTING a small unerasable computer program that contains the

instructions needed to begin operation and controls the data flow between the
operating system and application programs and the hardware devices. Full form basic
input-output system

BIPSBIPS /bps/ E-COMMERCE bank Internet payment system
BISBIS BANKING Bank for International Settlements
B-ISDNB-ISDN COMPUTING broadband ISDN
BITCBITC COMPUTING a time code that is transmitted with a video signal and appears on the

screen. Full form burned in time code
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bitmpbitmp /	btm�p/ COMPUTING a representation of a graphics image in computer memory
consisting of rows and columns of dots, each corresponding to a pixel. Full form bitmap

BITNETBITNET /	btnet/ COMPUTING a network similar to the Internet, used to connect mainly
academic sites. Full form Because It’s Time Network

BIXBIX COMPUTING a commercial online system founded by Byte magazine. Full form Byte
Information Exchange

bizbiz /bz/ ONLINE business (NOTE: The abbreviation biz is seen at the end of Internet
addresses, preceded by a dot.)

BJPBJP POLITICS the political party currently in power in India. Full form Bharatiya Janata
Party

BJTBJT ELECTRICITY bipolar junction transistor
bkbk 1. BANKING bank 2. book
BkBk CHEMICAL ELEMENTS berkelium
bksbks 1. MILITARY barracks 2. books
blbl barrel
BLBL 1. EDUCATION Bachelor of Law 2. EDUCATION Bachelor of Letters 3. US LAW Barrister-at-

Law 4. FREIGHT bill of lading 5. LIBRARIES British Library
bldgbldg building
BLitBLit EDUCATION Bachelor of Literature
BLittBLitt Bachelor of Letters (or Literature) (NOTE: From the Latin Baccalaureus Litterarum.)
blkblk 1. block 2. bulk
BLLBLL EDUCATION Bachelor of Laws
blobblob /blɒb/ COMPUTING a field in a database record that can contain a large amount of

binary data. Full form binary large object
BLTBLT FOOD bacon, lettuce, and tomato (sandwich)
BlvdBlvd ROADS Boulevard
bmbm 1. MEASUREMENTS, CONSTRUCTION a system for measuring timber volume based on the

board foot (bd ft). Full form board measure 2. PHYSIOLOGY bowel movement
BMBM 1. EDUCATION Bachelor of Medicine 2. bench mark 3. ARTS British Museum
BMABMA MEDICINE British Medical Association
BMIBMI HEALTH a measure of body fat content, found by dividing a person’s weight in kgs by

their height in metres squared. Full form body mass index
BMJBMJ MEDICINE British Medical Journal
BMPBMP COMPUTING a filename extension indicating that the file contains a bitmapped

graphics image. Full form bitmap
BMRBMR BIOLOGY the rate at which an organism consumes oxygen while awake but at rest.

Full form basal metabolic rate
BMusBMus EDUCATION Bachelor of Music
BMXBMX CYCLING the riding or racing of bicycles designed for use on rough terrain or open

country. Full form bicycle motocross (NOTE: The abbreviation BMX is often used before
a noun, as in a BMX bike.)

bnbn 1. MILITARY battalion 2. billion 3. ONLINE Brunei (NOTE: The abbreviation bn is seen at
the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)

BnBn 1. baron 2. MILITARY battalion
BNFBNF 1. COMPUTING a system of writing and expressing the syntax of a programming

language. Full form Backus-Naur-Form 2. PHARMACOLOGY British National Formulary
BNFLBNFL INDUST British Nuclear Fuels Ltd
bobo ONLINE Bolivia (NOTE: The abbreviation bo is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
BOBO 1. PHYSIOLOGY body odour 2. PERFORMING ARTS box office 3. COMMERCE branch office
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The abbreviation BO is used as a noun with reference to the condition of people who smell
unpleasant because of excessive sweating or poor personal hygiene, as in He has BO. The term
was originally coined by a deodorant advertiser in 1919.

b.o.b.o. 1. COMMERCE branch office 2. STOCK EXCHANGE broker’s order 3. STOCK EXCHANGE

buyer’s option
B/OB/O ACCOUNTING brought over
BODBOD ENVIRONMENT a measure of the pollution present in water, obtained by measuring

the amount of oxygen absorbed from the water by the microorganisms present in it. Full
form biochemical oxygen demand

BOFBOF COMPUTING beginning of file
BOGOFBOGOF /	bɒ�ɒf/ COMMERCE buy one, get one free (NOTE: The abbreviation BOGOF is

used as a noun to denote such promotions, but advertisements and in-store signs
usually bear the full form.)

BOJBOJ BANKING Bank of Japan
Bol.Bol. 1. Bolivia 2. Bolivian
BOPBOP ECONOMICS balance of payments
BOSSBOSS /bɒs/ POLITICS a South African intelligence organization during the apartheid era.

Full form Bureau of State Security
BoTBoT COMMERCE Board of Trade
BOTBOT 1. ECONOMICS balance of trade 2. COMPUTING beginning of tape 3. COMMERCE Board

of Trade
bot.bot. 1. botanical 2. botany
bpbp 1. baptized 2. GENETICS a chemical unit linking complementary strands of DNA or RNA.

Full form base pair 3. FINANCE bills payable 4. birthplace 5. CHESS bishop 6. CHEMISTRY

boiling point
BPBP 1. ARCHAEOLOGY a calendar system used in chronological dating. Full form before the

present 2. FINANCE bills payable 3. MEDICINE blood pressure 4. PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY

British Pharmacopoeia (NOTE: The abbreviation BP is used on product labels to indicate
compliance with the specified quality standards.)

B/PB/P FINANCE bills payable
BPCBPC PHARMACOLOGY British Pharmaceutical Codex
BPHBPH MEDICINE benign prostatic hypertrophy
BPharmBPharm /�bi� 	fɑ�m/ EDUCATION Bachelor of Pharmacy
BPhilBPhil /�bi� 	fl/ EDUCATION Bachelor of Philosophy
bpibpi MEASUREMENTS, COMPUTING 1. bits per inch 2. bytes per inch
bppbpp COMPUTING bits per pixel
BPRBPR BUSINESS the analysis of business practices and redesign of these to improve

efficiency. Full form business process re-engineering
bpsbps MEASUREMENTS, COMPUTING a measurement of data transfer speed, e.g. in modems

and serial ports. Full form bits per second
BqBq MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS becquerel
brbr 1. FINANCE bills receivable 2. ONLINE Brazil (NOTE: The abbreviation br is seen at the end

of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
BrBr CHEMICAL ELEMENTS bromine
BRBR 1. US ONLINE bathroom (used in e-mails and text messages) 2. bedroom (used in

property advertisements) 3. RAIL British Rail
br.br. 1. branch 2. METALLURGY brass 3. LAW brief 4. METALLURGY bronze 5. brother 6. brown
Br.Br. 1. Britain 2. British 3. RELIGION Brother
B/RB/R FINANCE bills receivable
BRADBRAD BUSINESS British Rate and Data
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Braz.Braz. 1. Brazil 2. Brazilian
BRCSBRCS HEALTH British Red Cross Society
BREBRE 1. EDUCATION Bachelor of Religious Education 2. CONSTRUCTION Building Research

Establishment
Brig.Brig. MILITARY 1. brigade 2. Brigadier
Brig. Gen.Brig. Gen. /�br� 	d"en/ N Am MILITARY Brigadier General
Brit.Brit. 1. Britain 2. British
bro.bro. brother
Bros.Bros. COMMERCE brothers
bsbs ONLINE Bahamas (NOTE: The abbreviation bs is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
BSBS 1. US EDUCATION Bachelor of Surgery 2. COMPUTING backspace 3. COMMERCE bill of sale

4. PUBLISHING British Standard (NOTE: The abbreviation BS is used as part of the number
of a BSI publication: BS EN 771–1.) 5. N Am bullshit

b.s.b.s. 1. ACCOUNTING balance sheet 2. COMMERCE bill of sale
B/SB/S ACCOUNTING balance sheet
BSABSA FINANCE Building Societies Association
BSAMBSAM COMPUTING a method of storing and retrieving blocks of data in a continuous

sequence. Full form basic sequential access method
BSBBSB MEASUREMENTS, MECHANICAL ENGINEERING British Standard brass (NOTE: The abbreviation

BSB is used to identify a type of screw thread.)
BScBSc EDUCATION Bachelor of Science
BSDBSD COMPUTING Berkeley Software Distribution
BSEBSE VETERINARY MEDICINE a disease that affects the nervous system of cattle, believed to

be caused by a prion (an abnormal transmissible protein) and related to CJD in humans.
Full form bovine spongiform encephalopathy

The abbreviation BSE is used as a noun, and the full form is rarely encountered in general
usage. BSE caused major problems for the British meat industry in the late 20th century and
became informally known as ‘mad cow disease’.

BSFBSF MEASUREMENTS, MECHANICAL ENGINEERING British Standard fine (NOTE: The abbreviation
BSF is used to identify a type of screw thread.)

bsh.bsh. MEASUREMENTS bushel
BSIBSI COMMERCE British Standards Institution
BSLBSL LANGUAGE British Sign Language
Bs/LBs/L FREIGHT bills of lading
BSNBSN EDUCATION Bachelor of Science in Nursing
BSPBSP MEASUREMENTS, MECHANICAL ENGINEERING British Standard pipe (NOTE: The abbreviation

BSP is used to identify a type of screw thread.)
BSSBSS COMMERCE British Standards Specification
BSTBST 1. AGRICULTURE a hormone in cattle that regulates growth and milk production. Full

form bovine somatotrophin 2. TIME British Summer Time
BSWBSW MEASUREMENTS, MECHANICAL ENGINEERING British Standard Whitworth (NOTE: The

abbreviation BSW is used to identify a type of screw thread.)
btbt ONLINE Bhutan (NOTE: The abbreviation bt is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
BtBt baronet
BTBT TELECOMMUNICATIONS British Telecommunications plc
BTECBTEC /	bi�tek/ EDUCATION Business and Technology Education Council
BTGBTG BUSINESS British Technology Group
BThUBThU MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS British thermal unit
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BTIBTI FINANCE Business Times Industrial index
btrybtry MILITARY battery
btubtu MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS British thermal unit
BTUBTU MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY a unit for measuring electrical energy, equal to 1 kilowatt-

hour. Full form Board of Trade Unit
BTWBTW ONLINE by the way (used in e-mails and text messages)
btybty MILITARY battery
bu.bu. MEASUREMENTS bushel
BUAVBUAV British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection
Bucks.Bucks. Buckinghamshire
Bur.Bur. 1. Burma 2. Burmese
bus.bus. business
b.v.b.v. ACCOUNTING book value
BVMBVM CHRISTIANITY Blessed Virgin Mary
bwbw ONLINE Botswana (NOTE: The abbreviation bw is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
BWBW 1. MILITARY bacteriological warfare 2. MILITARY biological warfare 3. PHOTOGRAPHY, TV

black-and-white
BWGBWG MEASUREMENTS, MECHANICAL ENGINEERING a numerical system for specifying the

diameter of metal rods. Full form Birmingham Wire Gauge
BWIBWI 1. AVIAT Baltimore-Washington International Airport 2. British West Indies
BWRBWR INDUST boiling-water reactor
BWVBWV MUSIC Bach Werke-Verzeichnis (NOTE: The abbreviation BWV, from the German,

‘catalogue of Bach’s works’, is used before numbers identifying the works of J. S. Bach:
BWV402.)

byby ONLINE Belarus (NOTE: The abbreviation by is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

BYAMBYAM ONLINE between you and me (used in e-mails)
BYOBYO ANZ LEISURE a restaurant, party, or event to which guests bring their own alcoholic

beverages. Full form bring your own
BYOBBYOB LEISURE bring your own bottle (NOTE: The abbreviation BOYB is used on party

invitations to indicate that guests should bring their own alcoholic beverages.)
bzbz ONLINE Belize (used in Internet addresses) (NOTE: The abbreviation bz is seen at the end

of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
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cc 1. cancelled 2. canine 3. MEASUREMENTS carat 4. BUSINESS carbon (paper) 5. carton 6. case

7. SPORTS catcher 8. SPORTS caught by 9. MONEY cedi 10. MONEY cent 11. MONEY centavo
12. MEASUREMENTS centi- 13. MONEY centime 14. MEASUREMENTS centimetre 15. centre 16.
HISTORY century 17. PUBLISHING chapter 18. PHYSICS a quantum characteristic of
elementary particles. Full form charm 19. VIDEO the part of a video signal that carries
colour information. Symbol for chrominance 20. CHRISTIANITY church 21. CALENDAR circa
(NOTE: The abbreviation c is chiefly used before dates that are approximate or estimated.)
22. ELECTRICITY circuit 23. MATHEMATICS circumference 24. clockwise 25. METEOROLOGY

cloudy 26. SCIENCE coefficient 27. cold 28. ANATOMY colon 29. colour 30. ZOOLOGY colt
31. CHEMISTRY concentration 32. MATHEMATICS constant 33. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

consul 34. MUSIC contralto 35. BUSINESS copy 36. LAW copyright (NOTE: The abbreviation
c usually appears in the form of the symbol ©, before the name of the copyright-holder.)
37. MILITARY corps 38. FINANCE cost 39. MEASUREMENTS cubic 40. MEASUREMENTS, NUCLEAR

PHYSICS curie 41. PHYSICS the speed of light in a vacuum
CC 1. ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING capacitance 2. MAPS cape 3. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS carbon 4.

BUILDINGS castle 5. CHRISTIANITY Catholic 6. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS Celsius 7. MEASUREMENTS

centi- 8. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS centigrade 9. HISTORY century 10. POLITICS Chancellor 11.
PHYSICS a quantum characteristic of elementary particles. Full form charm 12.
MANAGEMENT chief 13. city 14. EDUCATION college 15. MILITARY Companion 16. POLITICS

Congress 17. POLITICS Conservative 18. MILITARY corps 19. MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY

coulomb 20. court 21. BIOCHEMISTRY cytosine 22. PHYSICS heat capacity 23. ONLINE see
The abbreviation C used after a temperature can stand for Celsius or centigrade, as both scales
are based on a range of 100 degrees between the freezing and boiling points of water.
However, Celsius is now the preferred term in most contexts.

C2BC2B E-COMMERCE consumer-to-business
C2CC2C E-COMMERCE consumer-to-consumer
caca 1. ONLINE Canada (NOTE: The abbreviation ca is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.) 2. CALENDAR circa (NOTE: The abbreviation ca (or ca.) is chiefly used
before dates that are approximate or estimated.)

CaCa CHEMICAL ELEMENTS calcium
CACA 1. MAIL California (NOTE: The abbreviation CA is part of the US sorting code on the last

line of a California address.) 2. GEOGRAPHY Central America 3. GEOGRAPHY Central
American 4. E-COMMERCE an independent server or authority on the internet that issues
certificates guaranteeing the authenticity of a company. Full form certificate authority
5. ACCOUNTING certified accountant 6. ACCOUNTING chartered accountant 7. ACCOUNTING

chief accountant 8. MEDICINE somebody’s real age, as opposed to the age suggested by
mental or physical development. Full form chronological age 9. INTERNATIONAL

RELATIONS consular agent 10. COMMERCE Consumers’ Association
c/ac/a BANKING current account
C/AC/A 1. FINANCE capital account 2. FINANCE credit account 3. BANKING current account
CAACAA AVIAT Civil Aviation Authority
CAATCAAT E-COMMERCE a web-based manager that allows a certificate authority to issue

digital certificates. Full form certificate authority administration tool
CabCab WINE Cabernet Sauvignon
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CABCAB 1. Citizens Advice Bureau 2. AVIAT an organisation responsible for promoting and
regulating the civil air transport industry. Full form Civil Aeronautics Board

CABGCABG MEDICINE coronary artery bypass graft
CACCAC COMMERCE Central Arbitration Committee
CADCAD 1. COMMERCE cash against documents 2. /k�d/ COMPUTING computer-aided (or -

assisted) design
CADCAMCADCAM /	k�dk�m/ COMPUTING computer-aided (or -assisted) design and

manufacturing (or manufacture)
CAECAE COMPUTING computer-aided (or -assisted) engineering
CAFCAF FREIGHT cost and freight
CAICAI COMPUTING computer-assisted (or -aided) instruction
calcal MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS calorie
CalCal MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS large calorie
CALCAL 1. calendar 2. MEASUREMENTS calibre 3. /k�l/ COMPUTING computer-assisted (or -aided)

learning
Cal.Cal. GEOGRAPHY California
Calif.Calif. GEOGRAPHY California
CAMCAM 1. MEDICINE complementary and alternative medicine 2. COMPUTING computer-aided

(or -assisted) manufacturing (or manufacture) 3. COMPUTING a method of storing data so
that it can be searched for using part of the data, rather than an address. Full form
content-addressable memory

Camb.Camb. GEOGRAPHY Cambridge
Cambs.Cambs. GEOGRAPHY Cambridgeshire
CAMRACAMRA /	k�mrə/ BEVERAGES Campaign for Real Ale
can.can. 1. cancellation 2. cancelled 3. MILITARY cannon 4. MUSIC canon 5. POETRY canto
Can.Can. GEOGRAPHY 1. Canadian 2. Canada
canc.canc. 1. cancellation 2. cancelled
C and FC and F FREIGHT cost and freight
C and GC and G EDUCATION a technical or craft qualification awarded by the City and Guilds

Institute. Full form City and Guilds
C & IC & I FREIGHT cost and insurance
C and MC and M INDUSTRY the condition in which a site such as a factory, shipyard, or machinery

is kept when it is ready for immediate use at any time. Full form care and maintenance
CANDUCANDU /	k�ndu�/ INDUST Canada deuterium-uranium (reactor)
C and WC and W MUSIC country and western
cannotcannot /	k�nɒt/ the usual way of writing ‘can not’
can’tcan’t /kɑ�mt/ cannot
Cant.Cant. 1. GEOGRAPHY Canterbury 2. BIBLE Canticle of Canticles
CAPCAP 1. POLITICS Common Agricultural Policy 2. /k�p/ COMPUTING computer-aided (or -

assisted) production 3. /k�p/ COMPUTING computer-aided (or -assisted) publishing
cap.cap. 1. MEASUREMENTS capacity 2. capital 3. PRINTING capital letter 4. capitalize 5. ANATOMY

caput
CAPDCAPD MEDICINE a type of dialysis in which the patient can manually control the flow of

dialysing fluid through their abdomen from a portable belt-attached bag. Full form
continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis

CAPEXCAPEX FINANCE capital expenditure
CAPMCAPM FINANCE capital asset pricing model
caps.caps. 1. PRINTING capital letters 2. PHARMACOLOGY capsule
Capt.Capt. MILITARY Captain
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car.car. MEASUREMENTS carat
Card.Card. CHRISTIANITY Cardinal
CARECARE /keə/ SOCIAL WELFARE Cooperative for American Relief Everywhere
Carib.Carib. GEOGRAPHY Caribbean
CARICOMCARICOM /	k�rkɒm/ ECONOMICS Caribbean Community and Common Market
CARIFTACARIFTA /	k�rftə/ ECONOMICS Caribbean Free Trade Association
CASCAS AEROSPACE calibrated airspeed
CASECASE /kes/ COMPUTING 1. computer-aided (or -assisted) software engineering 2.

computer-aided (or -assisted) systems engineering
CATCAT 1. AVIAT clear-air turbulence 2. EDUCATION College of Advanced Technology 3.

COMPUTING computer-aided (or -assisted) testing 4. STOCK EXCHANGE computer-assisted
(or -aided) trading 5. COMPUTING computer-assisted (or -aided) training 6. MEDICINE a
former name for computed tomography (CT) � CAT scan Full form computerized axial
tomography 7. ECOLOGY the population density of a species at which control measures
must be put into place before it can become a pest. Full form control action threshold

cath.cath. ELECTRONICS cathode
Cath.Cath. 1. BUILDINGS cathedral 2. CHRISTIANITY Catholic
CATVCATV US TV another name for cable television. Full form community antenna

television
CAVCAV COMPUTING a CD-ROM that spins at a constant speed. Full form constant angular

velocity
cav.cav. MILITARY cavalry
CBCB 1. ONLINE call back (used in e-mails and text messages) 2. BUSINESS cash book 3. WINE

chateau-bottled 4. RADIO radio frequencies used by the general public to talk to one
another over short distances. Full form Citizens Band 5. MILITARY Companion of the
(Order of the) Bath (NOTE: The abbreviation CB is used as a title: Major General James
Wokingham CB.) 6. METEOROLOGY cumulonimbus

CBCCBC BROADCASTING Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
cbdcbd FREIGHT cash before delivery
CBDCBD 1. FREIGHT cash before delivery 2. BUSINESS central business district
CBECBE MILITARY Commander of the (Order of the) British Empire (NOTE: The abbreviation CBE

is used as a title: Harvey Weinstein CBE.)
CBICBI 1. COMPUTING computer-based instruction 2. INDUSTRY Confederation of British

Industry
CBOTCBOT BUSINESS Chicago Board of Trade
CBRCBR COMPUTING constant bit rate
CBSCBS BROADCASTING Columbia Broadcasting System
CBTCBT COMPUTING computer-based training
CBWCBW MILITARY chemical and biological warfare
cccc 1. BUSINESS carbon copy (NOTE: The abbreviation cc also refers to a copy of an e-mail

sent to a person other than the primary addressee.) 2. LITERATURE chapters 3. ONLINE

Cocos Islands (NOTE: The abbreviation cc is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.) 4. MEASUREMENTS cubic capacity 5. MEASUREMENTS cubic centimetre �
a 600cc motorbike (NOTE: The abbreviation cc is perhaps most frequently encountered
with reference to the power of an internal-combustion engine.)

CCCC 1. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION City Council 2. BUSINESS a corporation which is owned and
controlled by a small number of people and whose shares are not available to the
general public. Full form close corporation 3. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION County Council 4.
CRICKET Cricket Club
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CCACCA 1. E-COMMERCE cardholder certificate authority 2. ACCOUNTING current-cost
accounting

CCABCCAB ACCOUNTING Consultative Committee of Accountancy Bodies
CCDCCD COMPUTING a semiconductor device that converts light patterns into digital signals

for a computer, especially in digital cameras and optical scanners. Full form charge-
coupled device

CCFCCF MILITARY Combined Cadet Force
CCITTCCITT COMPUTING an international committee that defines communications protocols

and standards. Full form Comité Consultatif International Téléphonique et
Télégraphique

CCTVCCTV TV a television system in which cameras transmit pictures by cable to connected
monitors, frequently used for the deterrence or detection of crime. Full form closed-
circuit television

CCUCCU HEALTH SERVICES coronary care unit
cdcd MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS candela
CdCd 1. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS cadmium 2. POLITICS command (paper) (NOTE: The abbreviation

Cd, followed by a serial number, identifies a government document presented to
Parliament, historically by royal command.)

CDCD 1. COMPUTING a signal generated by a modem to inform the local computer that it has
detected a remote modem. Full form carrier detect 2. BANKING certificate of deposit 3.
MILITARY Civil Defence 4. RECORDING compact disc (NOTE: The abbreviation CD is used as
a noun in its own right, referring both to pre-recorded audio CDs and to those used in
computing to copy or transfer data files.) 5. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Corps Diplomatique
(NOTE: The abbreviation CD is often displayed on the backs of cars belonging to
embassies.)

c/dc/d 1. ACCOUNTING carried down 2. STOCK EXCHANGE with a right to the current dividend
when buying a security. Full form cum dividend

CD-ECD-E COMPUTING a compact disc that can have its contents erased and replaced with
something else. Full form compact disc erasable

cdfcdf STATISTICS a procedure that assigns to each possible value of a random variable the
probability that this value will be found. Full form cumulative distribution function

CD+GCD+G COMPUTING a compact disc for karaoke use which contains the music to sing to
and graphics that appear on a video screen at the same time. Full form compact disc
and graphics

CDHCDH MEDICINE congenital dislocation of the hip
CD-ICD-I COMPUTING an interactive compact disc containing text, video, and audio, and

accessed using a self-contained player plugged into a television set. Full form compact
disc interactive

CDMCDM ENVIRONMENT an international agreement (part of the Kyoto Protocol) to work
towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions and to help developing countries to do the
same. Full form Clean Development Mechanism

cDNAcDNA GENETICS synthetically-produced single-strand DNA. Full form complementary
DNA

CdrCdr MILITARY Commander
CDRCDR MILITARY Commander
CD-RCD-R COMPUTING a compact disc that can have its contents erased and replaced with

something else. Full form compact disc recordable
CdreCdre MILITARY Commodore
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CD-ROMCD-ROM /�si� di� 	rɒm/ COMPUTING a compact disc containing a large amount of data,
including text and images, that can be viewed using a computer but cannot be altered
or erased. Full form compact disc read-only memory

CD-ROM/XACD-ROM/XA COMPUTING a compact disc with reduced error-detection coding allowing
more data storage space. Full form CD-ROM Extended Architecture

CDRTOSCDRTOS COMPUTING an operating system used to run a CD-I hardware platform. Full
form compact disc real-time operating system

CD-RWCD-RW COMPUTING a compact disc that can have its contents erased and replaced with
something else many times. Full form compact disc rewritable

CDSCCDSC FINANCE a fee that must be paid when selling an investment under certain
circumstances. Full form contingent deferred sales charge

CDTCDT EDUCATION a subject that can be studied to GCSE level. Full form Craft, Design, and
Technology

CDTVCDTV COMPUTING a CD-ROM standard combining audio, graphics, and text that is mainly
intended as an interactive system for home use, with the player connected to a
television and also able to play audio CDs. Full form Commodore Dynamic Total
Vision

CDVCDV VIDEO a compact disc used to store and play back video images, or a player for such
discs. Full form compact disc video

CD-WOCD-WO COMPUTING a compact disc that can have its contents written only once. Full
form compact disc write once

CeCe CHEMICAL ELEMENTS cerium
CECE 1. CHRISTIANITY Church of England 2. CHEMICAL ENGINEERING chemical engineer 3.

ENGINEERING chief engineer 4. CIVIL ENGINEERING civil engineer 5. CALENDAR Common Era
(NOTE: The abbreviation CE is sometimes used after a date as a non-Christian alternative
for AD.) 6. ECOLOGY consumption efficiency 7. ONLINE creative editing (used in e-mails) 8.
ECONOMICS Communaute Européenne

CEGEPCEGEP /	se"ep/ in Quebec, a post-secondary education institution that offers two-year
programmes leading to university and three-year programmes qualifying students in a
variety of professions and trades. Full form Collège d’Enseignement Général et
Professionnel (NOTE: From the French, ‘College of General and Professional
Education’.)

CEICCEIC COMMERCE in the United States, a corporation whose capitalization is fixed, whose
capital is invested in other companies, and whose own shares are traded by outside
investors. Full form closed-end investment company

cen.cen. 1. central 2. TIME century
CENELECCENELEC /	senlek/ ELECTRICITY an EU organization that controls the standard of

electrical goods. Full form Comité Européen de Normalisation Electrotechnique
(NOTE: From the French, ‘European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization’.)

CEngCEng ENGINEERING chartered engineer
cent.cent. 1. MEASUREMENTS centigrade 2. central 3. TIME century
CEOCEO MANAGEMENT chief executive officer
CERNCERN /s#�n/ NUCLEAR PHYSICS an EU organization that carries out research into high-

energy particle physics, now called the European Laboratory for Particle Physics. Full
form Conseil Européen pour la Recherche Nucléaire (NOTE: From the French,
‘European Organization for Nuclear Research’.)

CERTCERT /s#�t/ ONLINE an organisation that monitors and investigates global network
security threats. Full form computer emergency response team

cert.cert. 1. certificate 2. certification 3. certified
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CETCET 1. TIME Central European Time 2. COMMERCE a tariff rate applied by members of a
customs union to exports from nonmember countries. Full form common external
tariff

cfcf ONLINE Central African Republic (NOTE: The abbreviation cf is seen at the end of Internet
addresses, preceded by a dot.)

CfCf CHEMICAL ELEMENTS californium
CFCF 1. MILITARY Chaplain to the Forces 2. COMPUTING a small memory module that can be

removed from the parent system. Full form Compact Flash 3. FREIGHT cost and freight
4. MEDICINE cystic fibrosis

cf.cf. compare (NOTE: From the Latin confer.)
c/fc/f ACCOUNTING carried forward
CFACFA FINANCE Communauté financière africaine (NOTE: The CFA franc, from the French,

‘African financial community’, is a unit of currency used in several French-speaking
African countries.)

CFCCFC CHEMISTRY a gas containing carbon, hydrogen, chlorine, and fluorine, some forms of
which have been found to damage the ozone layer. Their use has been almost phased
out throughout the world. � aerosols containing CFCs Full form chlorofluorocarbon
(NOTE: The abbreviation CFC is used as a noun in its own right.)

CFECFE 1. EDUCATION College of Further Education 2. MILITARY Conventional Forces in Europe
cficfi FREIGHT cost, freight, and insurance
CFMCFM CHEMISTRY chlorofluoromethane
CFOCFO COMMERCE chief financial officer
CFPCFP 1. FISHERIES Common Fisheries Policy 2. FINANCE Colonies françaises du Pacifique

(NOTE: The franc CFP is a unit of currency used in French overseas territories of the
Pacific.)

CFRCFR BUSINESS cost and freight
cfscfs MEASUREMENTS cubic feet per second
CFSCFS MEDICINE an illness without a known cause that is characterized by long-term

exhaustion, muscle weakness, depression, and sleep disturbances. Also known as
myalgic encephalomyelitis (ME) or postviral syndrome (PVS), it may occur as a reaction
to a viral infection. Full form chronic fatigue syndrome

CFTCFT MEDICINE a blood test to determine the presence of antibodies to Coxiella burnetii
bacteria. Full form complement fixation test

cgcg 1. MEASUREMENTS centigram 2. ONLINE Congo (NOTE: The abbreviation cg is seen at the
end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)

CGCG 1. MILITARY captain general 2. PHYSICS centre of gravity 3. EMERGENCIES coastguard 4.
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Consul General

CGACGA COMPUTING an early colour video system for the pc. Full form colour graphics
adapter

CGBRCGBR FINANCE Central Government Borrowing Requirement. Former name for Central
Government Net Cash Requirement

cgecge 1. FREIGHT carriage 2. BANKING charge
CGICGI COMPUTING 1. a standard that defines how a webpage can call programs or scripts

stored on an internet server to carry out functions and exchange information with the
program. Full form common gateway interface 2. computer-generated image 3.
computer-generated imagery

cgmcgm MEASUREMENTS centigram
CGMCGM MILITARY Conspicuous Gallantry Medal
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CGNCRCGNCR FINANCE a measurement of the difference between government income and
expenditure over a given period. Full form Central Government Net Cash
Requirement

cgscgs MEASUREMENTS centimetre-gram-second (NOTE: The cgs system uses the centimetre,
gram, and second as the basic units for length, mass, and time, respectively. It has been
largely replaced by the SI system in scientific contexts.)

CGSCGS MILITARY Chief of General Staff
CGTCGT FINANCE capital gains tax
chch ONLINE Switzerland

The use of ch as an abbreviation for Switzerland in this and other contexts comes from French
Confédération Helvétique or Latin Confederatio Helvetica, meaning ‘Swiss Confederation’. It
is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.

CHCH 1. BANKING clearing house 2. COMMERCE Companies House 3. MILITARY Companion of
Honour 4. BUILDINGS custom house

ch.ch. 1. MEASUREMENTS chain 2. LITERATURE chapter 3. BANKING charge 4. CHESS check 5.
CHRISTIANITY church

Ch.Ch. 1. BROADCASTING channel 2. CONSTRUCTION central heating 3. GEOGRAPHY China
C/HC/H INDUST central heating
CHAICHAI HEALTH SERVICES Commission for Healthcare Audit and Improvement
Chanc.Chanc. POLITICS 1. chancellor 2. chancery
chap.chap. 1. CHRISTIANITY chaplain 2. LITERATURE chapter
CHAPSCHAPS /tʃ�ps/ BUSINESS Clearing House Automated Payments System
ChBChB MEDICINE Bachelor of Surgery (NOTE: From the Latin Chirurgiae Baccalaureus.)
CHCCHC HEALTH SERVICES 1. child health clinic 2. community health council
CHCPCHCP COMPUTING a system command that selects which codepage to use. Full form

change codepage
CHDCHD MEDICINE coronary heart disease
CHDIRCHDIR COMPUTING a system command that moves you around a directory structure. Full

form change directory
chem.chem. 1. chemical 2. chemist 3. chemistry
Ches.Ches. GEOGRAPHY Cheshire
CHESSCHESS /tʃes/ BANKING Clearing House Electronic Subregister System
chg.chg. 1. FINANCE change 2. BANKING charge
CHICHI HEALTH SERVICES Commission for Health Improvement
CHIPSCHIPS /tʃps/ BANKING Clearing House Interbank Payments System
CHKDSKCHKDSK /	tʃekdsk/ COMPUTING a system command that runs a check on the status of

a disc drive. Full form check disk
ChMChM MEDICINE Master of Surgery (NOTE: From the Latin Chirurgiae Magister.)
CHPCHP INDUST energy systems that produce heat and power simultaneously by burning fuel.

Full form combined heat and power
Chr.Chr. 1. CHRISTIANITY Christ 2. CHRISTIANITY Christian 3. BIBLE Chronicles
chron.chron. 1. LITERATURE chronicle 2. chronological 3. HISTORY chronology
Chron.Chron. BIBLE Chronicles
chronol.chronol. 1. chronological 2. HISTORY chronology
cici ONLINE Côte d’Ivoire (NOTE: The abbreviation ci is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
CiCi 1. METEOROLOGY cirrus 2. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS curie
CICI GEOGRAPHY 1. Cayman Islands 2. Channel Islands
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CIACIA a US federal bureau responsible for intelligence and counterintelligence activities
outside the United States. In conjunction with the FBI, it is also involved in domestic
counterintelligence. Full form Central Intelligence Agency

CIBCIB 1. BANKING Chartered Institute of Bankers 2. POLICE Criminal Investigation Branch
CICACICA ACCOUNTING Canadian Institute of Chartered Accountants
CIDCID 1. VETERINARY MEDICINE cattle identification document 2. ONLINE consider it done (used

in e-mails) 3. POLICE the detective branch of the UK police force. Full form Criminal
Investigation Department 4. ONLINE crying in disgrace (used in Internet chat rooms
and text messages)

CIDRCIDR COMPUTING a system of organising IP addresses that is more compact and efficient,
using a prefix number to separate them into smaller groups. Full form classless inter-
domain routing

CIFCIF 1. COMPUTING a linking format used to interface different video formats during
videoconferencing. Full form common intermediate format 2. FREIGHT cost, insurance,
and freight 3. BUSINESS customer identification file

c.i.f.c.i.c.i.f.c.i. FREIGHT cost, insurance, freight, commission, and interest (NOTE: The abbreviation
c.i.f.c.i. is used in quotes to indicate what is included in the price.)

CIFECIFE EDUCATION colleges and institutes for further education
CIICII INSURANCE Chartered Insurance Institute
CIMCIM COMPUTING 1. computer input microfilm 2. computer-integrated manufacturing
CINCIN MEDICINE a condition in which cells on the surface of the cervix change, a possible

precursor to cancer. Full form cervical intraepithelial neoplasia
C in CC in C MILITARY Commander in Chief
CIOCIO MANAGEMENT chief information officer
CIPDCIPD HUMAN RESOURCES Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development
CIRCIR COMPUTING a CPU register that stores the instruction that is currently being executed.

Full form current instruction register
cir.cir. 1. CALENDAR circa (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘about’.) 2. MATHEMATICS circle 3. ELECTRICITY

circuit 4. PRESS circulation 5. MATHEMATICS circumference
CIROCIRO BUSINESS a model used in evaluating the effectiveness of training. Full form

context, input, reaction, outcome
CISCIS 1. POLITICS an association formed in 1991 by most of the republics of the former

Soviet Union. Full form Commonwealth of Independent States 2. COMPUTING contact
image sensor

CISCCISC /ssk/ COMPUTING complex instruction set computer
CITCIT COMPUTING, TELECOMMUNICATIONS computer-integrated telephony
cit.cit. 1. cited 2. citizen
CITESCITES ECOLOGY Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (of Wild Fauna

and Flora)
CIVCCIVC WINE an international joint trade association for companies producing Champagne

wine. Full form Comité Interprofessionel du Vin de Champagne
CIXCIX /kks/ E-COMMERCE commercial Internet exchange
CJCJ LAW 1. Chief Judge 2. Chief Justice
CJDCJD MEDICINE a fatal brain disease, a form of spongiform encephalopathy, that develops

slowly, causing dementia and loss of muscle control. Full form Creutzfeldt-Jakob
disease

ckck ONLINE Cook Islands (NOTE: The abbreviation ck is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)
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CKDCKD COMMERCE used to describe goods that are sold in parts to be assembled later. Full
form completely knocked down (NOTE: The abbreviation CKD is used to describe
goods that are sold in parts to be assembled later.)

CKOCKO BUSINESS Chief Knowledge Officer
clcl 1. TRANSPORT carload 2. MEASUREMENTS centilitre 3. ONLINE Chile (NOTE: The abbreviation

cl is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
ClCl CHEMICAL ELEMENTS chlorine
cl.cl. 1. class 2. classification 3. RELIGION clergy 4. FURNITURE closet 5. TEXTILES cloth
class.class. 1. ARTS classic 2. ARTS classical 3. classification 4. classified
cldcld STOCK EXCHANGE called
CLICLI TELECOMMUNICATIONS calling line identification
CllrCllr PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Councillor
clmclm ARCHITECTURE column
CLMCLM ONLINE career limiting move (used in e-mails)
CLNPCLNP COMPUTING connectionless network protocol
CLSCLS COMPUTING a system command to clear the screen. Full form clear screen
CLVCLV COMPUTING a disk technology in which the disk spins at different speeds according to

the track being accessed. Full form constant linear velocity
cmcm 1. ONLINE Cameroon (NOTE: The abbreviation cm is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.) 2. MEASUREMENTS centimetre
CmCm CHEMICAL ELEMENTS curium
CMCM 1. BUSINESS a marketing strategy grouping products together into categories so that

these can be more efficiently targeted at consumers. Full form category management
2. COMPUTING central memory 3. BUSINESS compounding method

c.m.c.m. 1. PHYSICS centre of mass 2. MILITARY court martial
CMACMA MEDICINE 1. Canadian Medical Association 2. certified medical assistant
CMBSCMBS FINANCE commercial mortgage-backed securities
CmdrCmdr MILITARY Commander
CMECME BUSINESS Chicago Mercantile Exchange
CMEACMEA INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Council for Mutual Economic Assistance
CMGCMG MILITARY Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George
CMICMI COMPUTING computer-managed instruction
CMIPCMIP COMPUTING common management information protocol
cmlcml commercial
CMLCML 1. COMPUTING computer-managed learning 2. FINANCE Council of Mortgage Lenders
CMOCMO MEDICINE Chief Medical Officer
c’monc’mon /kə |	mɒn/ come on
CMOSCMOS /	si�mɒs/ COMPUTING an integrated circuit design that uses a pair of

complementary p- and n-type transistors. Full form complementary metal oxide
semiconductor

CMVCMV MEDICINE a virus that causes enlargement of epithelial cells, usually resulting in mild
infections but causing more serious disorders in Aids patients and in newborn babies.
Full form cytomegalovirus

CMYKCMYK PRINTING the standard model for printing in which all colours are described in
terms of the quantity of cyan, magenta, yellow, and black they contain. Display devices
use the RGB (red, green, blue) model. � The letter ’K’ stands for ’key’, as black was
traditionally the standard colour used in printing against which others were defined Full
form cyan, magenta, yellow, black

cncn ONLINE China (NOTE: The abbreviation cn is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)
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C/NC/N 1. MEDICINE charge nurse 2. INSURANCE cover note 3. COMMERCE credit note
CNAACNAA EDUCATION Council for National Academic Awards
CNARCNAR FINANCE compound net annual rate
CNCCNC 1. COMPUTING computer numeric control 2. ACCOUNTING the National Council for

Accountancy in France. Full form Conseil National de la Comptabilité
CNCCCNCC ACCOUNTING the National Audit Office of France. Full form Compagnie Nationale

des Commissaires aux Comptes
CNDCND POLITICS Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament
CNNCNN US BROADCASTING an international news and information broadcast network based

in the USA. Full form Cable News Network
CNSCNS ANATOMY central nervous system
coco ONLINE Colombia (NOTE: The abbreviation co is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
CoCo CHEMICAL ELEMENTS cobalt
COCO 1. CHEMISTRY carbon monoxide 2. MAIL Colorado (NOTE: The abbreviation CO is part of

the US sorting code on the last line of a Colorado address.) 3. MILITARY commanding
officer 4. POLITICS Commonwealth Office 5. MILITARY conscientious objector

Co.Co. 1. GEOGRAPHY Colorado 2. COMMERCE Company (NOTE: The abbreviation Co. is used in
the names of businesses.) 3. GEOGRAPHY County � Co. Kildare (NOTE: The abbreviation
Co. is used in place names, especially the names of Irish counties.)

c/oc/o 1. MAIL care of (NOTE: The abbreviation c/o is used in addresses, typically when the
intended recipient of the item is not a permanent resident at the address.) 2. ACCOUNTING

carried over
CoACoA BIOCHEMISTRY a complex compound that combines with a specific protein to form an

active enzyme. Full form coenzyme A
COADCOAD MEDICINE chronic obstructive airways disease
COAGCOAG GOVERNMENT Council of Australian Governments
COBCOB FINANCE an organisation overseeing the operation of the French Stock Exchange. Full

form Commission des Opérations de Bourse
COBOLCOBOL /	kəυbɒl/ COMPUTING a high-level computer programming language, widely

adopted for corporate business applications. Full form common business-oriented
language

CODCOD 1. MAIL cash on delivery 2. BIOCHEMISTRY chemical oxygen demand
coef.coef. MATHEMATICS coefficient
C of CC of C COMMERCE chamber of commerce
C of EC of E CHRISTIANITY Church of England
C of SC of S MILITARY chief of staff
COGSCOGS COMMERCE cost of goods sold
COHSECOHSE /	kəυzi/ HUMAN RESOURCES a former trade union, now part of UNISON. Full form

Confederation of Health Service Employees
COICOI Central Office of Information
COLCOL /kɒl/ 1. COMPUTING computer-oriented language 2. ECONOMICS cost of living
col.col. 1. EDUCATION college 2. SOCIAL SCIENCES colony 3. colour 4. PRINTING column
Col.Col. 1. MILITARY Colonel 2. GEOGRAPHY Colorado 3. BIBLE Colossians 4. GEOGRAPHY

Columbia 5. GEOGRAPHY Columbian
COLACOLA /	kəυlə/ 1. SOCIAL SCIENCES cost-of-living adjustment 2. BUSINESS cost-of-living

allowance
coll.coll. 1. COMMERCE collateral 2. colleague 3. collect 4. collection 5. collector 6. EDUCATION

college 7. EDUCATION collegiate 8. LANGUAGE colloquial
colloq.colloq. LANGUAGE colloquial
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Colo.Colo. GEOGRAPHY Colorado
comcom ONLINE commercial organization

The abbreviation com is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot. It has given
rise to the noun dot.com, a generic name for Internet-based businesses (whether or not their
Internet address ends in .com).

COMCOM COMPUTING 1. a framework devised by Microsoft to standardise the way an
application can access an object. Full form Component Object Model, Common
Object Model 2. the process of converting computer output directly to microfilm. Full
form computer output microfilm

com.com. 1. ARTS comedy 2. PRESS comic 3. commerce 4. commercial 5. committee 6. SOCIAL

SCIENCES commune
Com.Com. 1. MILITARY Commander 2. MILITARY Commodore 3. POLITICS Communist
comb.comb. 1. combination 2. combining 3. combustion
ComdrComdr MILITARY Commander
ComdtComdt MILITARY Commandant
ComeconComecon /	kɒmkɒn/ INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS an organization of the former Soviet

Union and satellite Communist countries that existed between 1949 and 1991 and was
aimed at encouraging economic development. Full form Council for Mutual
Economic Assistance

COMEXCOMEX /	kɒmeks/ STOCK EXCHANGE (New York) Commodity Exchange
comm.comm. 1. commerce 2. commercial 3. committee 4. POLITICS commonwealth
comp.comp. 1. companion 2. GRAMMAR comparative 3. compare 4. HUMAN RESOURCES

compensation 5. COMPUTING compilation 6. COMPUTING compiled 7. complete 8. MUSIC

composer 9. composite 10. composition 11. compound 12. comprehensive 13.
comprising

compar.compar. GRAMMAR comparative
compdcompd compound
CONCON COMPUTING console
con.con. 1. MUSIC concerto 2. LAW conclusion 3. TELECOMMUNICATIONS, TRANSPORT connection

4. COMMERCE consolidated 5. continued 6. contra
Con.Con. 1. CHRISTIANITY Conformist 2. POLITICS Conservative 3. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Consul
conc.conc. 1. CHEMISTRY concentrated 2. CHEMISTRY concentration 3. concerning 4. MUSIC

concerto 5. concession
conf.conf. 1. confer 2. conference 3. CHRISTIANITY confessor 4. confidential
confed.confed. POLITICS 1. confederate 2. confederation
Cong.Cong. 1. CHRISTIANITY Congregational 2. POLITICS Congress 3. POLITICS Congressional
conj.conj. 1. GRAMMAR conjugation 2. ASTRONOMY, GRAMMAR conjunction 3. GRAMMAR

conjunctive
CONSCONS COMPUTING connection-oriented network services
cons.cons. 1. RELIGION consecrated 2. MAIL consigned 3. MAIL consignment 4. PHONETICS

consonant 5. POLITICS constitution 6. POLITICS constitutional
Cons.Cons. 1. POLITICS Conservative 2. POLICE Constable 3. POLITICS Constitution 4.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Consul
const.const. 1. MATHEMATICS, PHYSICS constant 2. POLITICS constitution
cont.cont. 1. containing 2. PUBLISHING contents 3. GEOGRAPHY continent 4. GEOGRAPHY

continental 5. continued 6. continuous 7. GRAMMAR contraction 8. control
contdcontd continued
contr.contr. 1. GRAMMAR contraction 2. MUSIC contralto 3. control
contrib.contrib. 1. contribution 2. contributor
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Conv.Conv. CHRISTIANITY a member of a branch of a Franciscan order of friars who live a less
austere life than in other branches. Full form Conventual

COOCOO BUSINESS chief operating officer
coopcoop ONLINE cooperative

The abbreviation coop is seen in the Internet addresses of nonprofitmaking cooperatives. In
other contexts coop (or co-op) is an informal shortening used to denote any cooperative
organization or venture.

COPDCOPD MEDICINE chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
cor.cor. 1. corner 2. MUSIC cornet 3. correction 4. COMMUNICATION correspondence 5. PRESS

correspondent
Cor.Cor. BIBLE Corinthians
CORBACORBA /	kɔ�bə/ COMPUTING a framework devised by the Object Management Group to

standardise the way an application can access an object. Full form common object
request broker architecture

CORECORE /kɔ�/ US LAW Congress of Racial Equality
CORGICORGI /	kɔ��i/ INDUST Council for Registered Gas Installers
Corn.Corn. GEOGRAPHY Cornwall
corp.corp. BUSINESS, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION corporation
Corp.Corp. 1. MILITARY Corporal 2. BUSINESS Corporation
corr.corr. 1. correct 2. corrected 3. correction 4. COMMUNICATION correspondence 5. PRESS

correspondent
coscos MATHEMATICS cosine
COSCOS 1. FREIGHT cash on shipment 2. MILITARY chief of staff
COSATUCOSATU /kəυ |	sɑ�tu�/ HUMAN RESOURCES Congress of South African Trades Unions
coseccosec /kəυsek/ MATHEMATICS cosecant
cotcot MATHEMATICS cotangent
CoTCoT EDUCATION college of technology
cotancotan MATHEMATICS cotangent
co.ukco.uk ONLINE UK commercial organization

The abbreviation co.uk is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot. Some of
these websites are UK branches of businesses whose Internet addresses end in .com (although
some UK companies have Internet addresses ending in .com in their own right).

couldn’tcouldn’t /	kυd(ə)nt/ could not
could’vecould’ve /	kυd(ə)v/ could have
covcov STATISTICS covariance
Coy.Coy. MILITARY company
CPCP 1. PRESS Canadian Press 2. GEOGRAPHY Cape Province 3. COMPUTING card punch 4.

ONLINE chat post (another term for a message board) 5. CHEMISTRY chemically pure 6.
MILITARY command post 7. BUSINESS commercial paper 8. POLITICS Communist Party 9. Aus
POLITICS former name for the National Party of Australia. Full form Country Party

cp.cp. compare
CPACPA 1. ACCOUNTING certified public accountant 2. BUSINESS cost per acquisition 3.

COMPUTING the definition of tasks or jobs and the time each requires in order to achieve
certain goals. Full form critical path analysis 4. BUSINESS customer profitability analysis

CPAPCPAP MEDICINE a condition in which the airways are constricted, a possible cause of
snoring. Full form continuous positive airways pressure

cpdcpd compound
CPFCPF HUMAN RESOURCES a Government-run pensions scheme in Singapore. Full form

Central Provident Fund
cpicpi COMPUTING characters per inch
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CPICPI ECONOMICS consumer price index
CPIXCPIX Can ECONOMICS a measure of the pace of inflation in Canada
CplCpl MILITARY Corporal
CPMCPM 1. BUSINESS cost per thousand (NOTE: The ‘M’ is from Latin mille ‘thousand’ and the

Roman numeral for 1000.) 2. COMPUTING the use of analysis and the projection of each
critical step in a large project to help a management team. Full form critical path
method

CPNCPN HEALTH SERVICES community psychiatric nurse
CPOCPO 1. MILITARY Chief Petty Officer 2. BUSINESS cost per order
CPPCPP BUSINESS the amount of goods that can be purchased at a particular time with the

resources available to a person or company. Full form current purchasing power
CPRCPR 1. RAIL Canadian Pacific Railway 2. MEDICINE an emergency technique that involves

clearing the patient’s airways and then alternating heart compression with mouth-to-
mouth respiration. Full form cardiopulmonary resuscitation

CPRECPRE ENVIRONMENT Council for the Protection of Rural England
cpscps 1. COMPUTING characters per second 2. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS cycles per second
CPSCPS LAW Crown Prosecution Service
CPSACPSA HUMAN RESOURCES Civil and Public Services Association
CPSUCPSU Aus HUMAN RESOURCES Community and Public Service Union
CPTCPT BUSINESS cost per thousand
Cpt.Cpt. MILITARY Captain
CPUCPU COMPUTING central processing unit
CQCQ MILITARY charge of quarters
crcr ONLINE Costa Rica (NOTE: The abbreviation cr is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
CrCr 1. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS chromium 2. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Councillor
CRCR 1. COMPUTING a special code, character or key that causes the cursor to move to the

beginning of a new line, named after the key or lever on a typewriter that physically
performs the same function by sending the carriage back and rotating the paper
upward. Full form carriage return 2. RELIGION a religious group that undertakes
charitable work in the UK and abroad. Full form Community of the Resurrection 3.
PSYCHOLOGY conditioned reflex 4. PSYCHOLOGY conditioned response 5. GEOGRAPHY Costa
Rica 6. FINANCE credit 7. ECOLOGY critically endangered

cr.cr. 1. FINANCE credit 2. FINANCE creditor 3. creek (used on maps)
CRBCRB GOVERNMENT Criminal Records Bureau
CRCCRC COMPUTING an error-detection system that checks one bit in a group of a given

number against the original to see whether that group contains errors. Full form cyclic
redundancy check

CRECRE LAW Commission for Racial Equality
Cres.Cres. ROADS Crescent (NOTE: The abbreviation Cres. is used in addresses.)
cresc.cresc. MUSIC crescendo
CRESTCREST /krest/ FINANCE the Central Securities Depository for the UK and Ireland
criminol.criminol. criminology
crit.crit. 1. ARTS critic 2. MEDICINE critical 3. ARTS criticism
CR/LFCR/LF COMPUTING a special code, character or key that causes the cursor to move down

and to the beginning of a new line. Full form carriage return/line feed
CRMCRM BUSINESS 1. customer relationship management 2. customer relations management
CRNACRNA MEDICINE certified registered nurse anaesthetist
CROCRO 1. PHYSICS cathode-ray oscilloscope 2. SOCIAL SCIENCES Community Relations Officer

3. COMMERCE Companies Registration Office 4. CRIME Criminal Records Office
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CRPCRP S Asia POLICE Central Reserve Police
CRTCRT ELECTRONICS cathode-ray tube
cryst.cryst. 1. crystalline 2. crystallography
CsCs CHEMICAL ELEMENTS caesium
CSCS 1. FINANCE capital stock 2. CIVIL ENGINEERING chartered surveyor 3. MILITARY chief of staff

4. COMPUTING a single line on a chip that will enable it to function when a signal is
present. Full form chip select 5. CHRISTIANITY Christian Science 6. CHRISTIANITY Christian
Scientist 7. GOVERNMENT civil service 8. LAW Court of Session

CSACSA SOCIAL WELFARE Child Support Agency
CSBCSB MEDICINE chemical stimulation of the brain
csccsc MATHEMATICS cosecant
CSCCSC GOVERNMENT Civil Service Commission
CSECSE EDUCATION a former examination primarily for 16-year-olds in England and Wales that

was replaced (along with the Ordinary level of the General Certificate of Education) by
the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE). A high-grade CSE pass was
considered equivalent to a pass at GCE O level. � His father left school with three CSEs.
Full form Certificate of Secondary Education

CSEUCSEU HUMAN RESOURCES Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering Unions
CSFCSF MEDICINE cerebrospinal fluid
CS gasCS gas CHEMISTRY a gas that causes tears, salivation, and painful breathing, used in riot

control and warfare (NOTE: The gas is named after the US chemists B. B. Corson and R.
W. Stoughton, who invented it in 1928.)

CSIROCSIRO TECHNOLOGY Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization
CSLIPCSLIP ONLINE a version of the SLIP protocol that compresses data before it is transmitted,

resulting in greater data transfer rate. Full form compressed serial line Internet
protocol

CSMCSM 1. COMPUTING an efficient optical character recognition system. Full form combined
symbol matching 2. MILITARY Company Sergeant-Major

CSMA-CDCSMA-CD COMPUTING a method of controlling access to a network. Full form carrier
sense multiple access-collision detection

CSOCSO STATISTICS Central Statistical Office
CSPCSP E-COMMERCE commerce service provider
C-SPANC-SPAN /	si� sp�n/ TV a US cable television channel that focuses chiefly on public affairs

such as Congressional hearings and cultural and social issues. Full form Cable Satellite
Public Affairs Network

CSSCSS 1. COMPUTING a method of describing and storing the font, spacing and colour of the
text in a webpage so that it can reapplied to other bodies of text. Full form cascading
style sheet 2. SOCIAL WELFARE Certificate in Social Service

CSTCST 1. TIME Central Standard Time 2. PSYCHIATRY convulsive shock treatment
CSUCSU HUMAN RESOURCES Civil Service Union
CSYSCSYS Scotland EDUCATION Certificate of Sixth Year Studies
ctct MONEY cent
CtCt Count (NOTE: The abbreviation Ct is used in titles: Ct von Wittenberg.)
CTCT 1. TIME Central Time 2. MEDICINE a technique for producing images of cross-sections of

the body, used in medical diagnosis (CT scanning). A computer processes data from X-
rays penetrating the body from many directions and projects the results on a screen. Full
form computed (or computerized) tomography 3. MAIL Connecticut (NOTE: The
abbreviation CT is part of the US sorting code on the last line of a Connecticut address.)

ct.ct. EDUCATION certificate
CTCCTC 1. EDUCATION City Technology College 2. CYCLING Cyclists’ Touring Club
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CTDCTD MEDICINE the US name for repetitive strain injury (RSI). Full form cumulative trauma
disorder

CTICTI COMPUTING, TELECOMMUNICATIONS computer-telephony integration
ctnctn 1. carton 2. MATHEMATICS cotangent
CTOCTO MANAGEMENT chief technical officer
CTRCTR COMPUTING the number of visitors to a website per hour who click on a banner ad

and are sent to the advertiser’s own website. Full form clickthrough rate
CtrlCtrl COMPUTING a computer key that is held down while another other key is pressed, to

perform a particular function or produce a particular character. Full form control (key)
CTSCTS COMPUTING indicating that a line or device is ready for data transmission. Full form

clear to send
CTTCTT FINANCE capital transfer tax
CTVCTV TV Canadian Television Network Limited
cucu ONLINE Cuba (NOTE: The abbreviation cu is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
CuCu CHEMICAL ELEMENTS copper
CUCU COMPUTING control unit
cu.cu. MEASUREMENTS cubic
CULCUL ONLINE see you later (used in e-mails and text messages)
Cumb.Cumb. GEOGRAPHY Cumbria
cum div.cum div. STOCK EXCHANGE with a right to the current dividend when buying a security.

Full form cum dividend
CUTSCUTS /k�ts/ COMPUTING a device that adapts a computer to be able to read data from a

cassette. Full form Computer Users’ Tape System
cvcv ONLINE Cape Verde (NOTE: The abbreviation cv is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
CVCV 1. GEOGRAPHY Cape Verde 2. MILITARY Cross of Valour 3. HUMAN RESOURCES a summary

of a person’s educational qualifications, skills, and professional history. Full form
curriculum vitae

The abbreviation CV is one of several that are typically found in job advertisements: because
advertising is charged by the length of the advert, saving space is important. Other standard
abbreviations you will see in job ads are a.a.e (‘according to age and experience’); c. (‘about’);
IRO (‘in the region of’); K (‘thousand’, as in Salary 20K); p.a (‘per annum, annually’); OTE (‘on-
target earnings’); and SAE (‘self-addressed envelope’).

CVACVA MEDICINE the technical name for a stroke. Full form cerebrovascular accident
CVECVE EDUCATION Certificate of Vocational Education
CVOCVO MILITARY Commander of the Royal Victorian Order
CVSCVS 1. MEDICINE a prenatal test for birth defects carried out by examining cells from the

tiny hairy outgrowths (villi) of the outer membrane (chorion) surrounding an embryo,
which have the same DNA as the foetus. Full form chorionic villus sampling 2. SOCIAL

SCIENCES Council of Voluntary Service
CWCW 1. MILITARY chemical warfare 2. ARMS chemical weapons 3. PHYSICS continuous wave
CWOCWO 1. COMMERCE cash with order 2. MILITARY Chief Warrant Officer 3. ONLINE chief Web

officer
CWPCWP COMPUTING communicating word processor
CWSCWS COMMERCE a former consumer-owned business that now forms part of the

Cooperative Group. Full form Cooperative Wholesale Society
cwtcwt MEASUREMENTS hundredweight (NOTE: The ‘c’ is from Latin centum ‘hundred’ and the

Roman numeral for 100.)
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cxcx ONLINE Christmas Island (NOTE: The abbreviation cx is seen at the end of Internet
addresses, preceded by a dot.)

cXMLcXML E-COMMERCE a feature of the XML webpage markup language that that provides
a standard way of offering products for sale in an online shop. Full form commerce
XML (Extensible Markup Language)

cycy ONLINE Cyprus (NOTE: The abbreviation cy is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

CYACYA ONLINE see ya (used in e-mails and text messages)
CYLCYL ONLINE see you later (used in e-mails and text messages)
cyl.cyl. 1. cylinder 2. cylindrical
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dd 1. ZOOLOGY the female parent of an animal. Full form dam 2. CALENDAR date 3. daughter

4. TIME day 5. MEASUREMENTS deci- 6. MEASUREMENTS degree 7. TRANSPORT departs 8. depth
9. PHYSICS deuteron 10. MATHEMATICS diameter 11. died 12. MONEY dollar 13. MONEY

drachma 14. MONEY penny (or pence) (NOTE: The abbreviation d was used in the old-style
system of UK currency, in which there were 240 pence to the pound, which was
replaced by the decimal system in 1971.) 15. PHYSICS relative density

’d’d 1. did 2. had 3. should 4. would
DD 1. CALENDAR December 2. Department 3. JUDAEO-CHRISTIAN Deus 4. CHEMISTRY deuterium

5. MATHEMATICS diameter 6. MONEY dinar 7. OPTICS dioptre 8. MANAGEMENT Director 9.
PHYSICS dispersion 10. JUDAEO-CHRISTIAN Dominus 11. a title used before a man’s name in
Spain and other Spanish-speaking countries. Full form Don 12. AEROSPACE drag 13.
AUTOMOTIVE drive (NOTE: The abbreviation D is used on the gear lever of a car with
automatic transmission.) 14. Duchess 15. Duke

dada MEASUREMENTS deca-
DADA 1. HAIRDRESSING a man’s hairstyle, popular in the 1950s, in which the hair is slicked

back and drawn into a point at the back of the neck. Full form duck’s arse (NOTE: The
hairstyle is said to resemble a duck’s tail, hence its name.) 2. COMMERCE deed of
arrangement 3. ARMS delayed action 4. BANKING deposit account 5. COMPUTING desk
accessory 6. ELECTRONICS digital-to-analogue 7. LAW district attorney

D/AD/A 1. COMMERCE a measure of the length of time between a client accepting some
delivery and the supplier issuing a bill for this. Full form days after acceptance 2.
COMMERCE delivery on acceptance 3. BANKING deposit account 4. ELECTRONICS digital-to-
analogue 5. COMMERCE instructions to a bank not to release purchase documents until
the drawer has accepted a bill of exchange from the seller. Full form documents
against acceptance

DACDAC ELECTRONICS digital-to-analogue converter
DAHDAH MEDICINE disordered action of the heart
daldal MEASUREMENTS decalitre
DALDAL COMPUTING data access language
damdam MEASUREMENTS decametre
DAMADAMA COMPUTING demand assigned multiple access
Dan.Dan. 1. BIBLE Daniel 2. LANGUAGE Danish
D & BD & B FINANCE a major international market research and management consultancy

company. Full form Dun and Bradstreet
D and CD and C MEDICINE a surgical procedure in which the cervix is widened and some of the

womb lining is scraped out for diagnostic or treatment purposes. Full form dilatation
and curettage (NOTE: The abbreviation D and C has entered the language as a noun,
and the full form is rarely encountered in general usage.)

D and VD and V MEDICINE diarrhoea and vomiting
DARDAR BUSINESS a method of testing the performance of an advert by assessing how many

people who were exposed to it remember the key details the following day. Full form
day after recall (test)

DASDAS COMPUTING a station that connects to both rings in an FDDI network. Full form dual
attachment (or attached) station
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DASDDASD COMPUTING direct access storage device
DATDAT /d�t/ RECORDING a magnetic tape used in the digital recording of music. Full form

digital audio tape
DATVDATV /�de ti� 	vi�/ TV digitally assisted television
DAXDAX /d�ks/ STOCK EXCHANGE a share index on the Frankfurt Stock Exchange. Full form

Deutsche Aktienindex (NOTE: From the German, ‘German share price index’.)
dBdB MEASUREMENTS, ACOUSTICS decibel
DbDb CHEMICAL ELEMENTS dubnium
DBDB ACCOUNTING daybook
DBADBA 1. COMPUTING database administrator 2. COMMERCE Doctor of Business

Administration
DB connectorDB connector COMPUTING a connector that facilitates serial and parallel input and

output. Full form data bus connector
DBEDBE MILITARY Dame Commander of the (Order of the) British Empire (NOTE: The

abbreviation DBE is used as a title: Peter Blakeney DBE.)
DBMSDBMS COMPUTING database management system
DBSDBS BROADCASTING 1. direct broadcast (or broadcasting) by satellite 2. direct broadcasting

satellite
DCDC 1. MUSIC da capo (NOTE: The abbreviation DC, from the Italian, ‘from the head’, is used

on sheet music to indicate that a passage or piece is to be played or sung again from
the beginning.) 2. POLICE Detective Constable 3. ELECTRICITY direct current 4. PUBLIC

ADMINISTRATION District Commissioner 5. GEOGRAPHY a federal district of the United States
that is coextensive with the city of Washington. Full form District of Columbia (NOTE:
Washington, capital city of the United States, is known as Washington, DC or
Washington, D.C.)

DCADCA 1. GOVERNMENT Department for Constitutional Affairs 2. COMPUTING a document
format defined by IBM that allows documents to be exchanged between computer
systems. Full form document content architecture

DCBDCB MILITARY Dame Commander of the Order of the Bath
DCCDCC RECORDING digital compact cassette
DCDDCD 1. COMPUTING a signal from a modem to a computer indicating that a carrier is being

received. Full form data carrier detect 2. RECORDING digital compact disc
DCEDCE 1. COMPUTING data communications equipment 2. FINANCE domestic credit expansion
DCFDCF ACCOUNTING discounted cash flow
DCLDCL LAW Doctor of Civil Law
DCMDCM 1. FINANCE Development Capital Market 2. MILITARY Distinguished Conduct Medal
DCMGDCMG MILITARY Dame Commander of the Order of St Michael and St George
DCRDCR MEDICINE a medical procedure to remove blockages in the tear ducts. Full form

dacryocystorhinostomy
DCTDCT COMPUTING an algorithm used to encode and compress images. Full form discrete

cosine transform
DCVODCVO MILITARY Dame Commander of the Royal Victorian Order
dddd COMMERCE 1. dated 2. delivered
DDDD 1. BANKING demand draft 2. BANKING direct debit 3. MILITARY dishonourable discharge

4. CHRISTIANITY Doctor of Divinity 5. COMPUTING used to describe a disk that can hold
twice the amount of information that a standard disk can hold. Full form double-
density 6. COMMERCE the degree of care that a prudent person would exercise, a legally
relevant standard for establishing liability. Full form due diligence

D/DD/D BANKING direct debit
DDCDDC COMPUTING direct digital control
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DDEDDE COMPUTING 1. direct data entry 2. dynamic data exchange
DDLDDL COMPUTING data description language
DDPDDP COMPUTING distributed data processing
DDRDDR GEOGRAPHY the former republic of East Germany. Full form Deutsche

Demokratische Republik (NOTE: From the German, ‘German Democratic Republic’.)
DDR SDRAMDDR SDRAM COMPUTING RAM that is designed to increase efficiency by synchronising

output with a preset clock speed. Full form double data rate synchronous dynamic
random-access memory

DDSDDS 1. LIBRARIES a system of classifying library books in ten main classes divided into
categories with three-digit numbers and subcategories with numbers after a decimal
point. Full form Dewey Decimal System 2. DENTISTRY Doctor of Dental Science 3.
DENTISTRY Doctor of Dental Surgery

DDScDDSc DENTISTRY Doctor of Dental Science
DDTDDT CHEMISTRY an insecticide effective especially against malaria-carrying mosquitoes. It

has been banned in many countries since 1974 because of its toxicity, its persistence in
the environment, and its ability to accumulate in living tissue. Full form
dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (NOTE: The abbreviation DDT is used as a noun in its
own right, and the full form is rarely encountered.)

dede ONLINE Germany (NOTE: The abbreviation de, from the German Deutschland, is seen at
the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)

DEDE MAIL Delaware (NOTE: The abbreviation DE is part of the US sorting code on the last
line of a Delaware address.)

deb.deb. 1. FINANCE debenture 2. BANKING debit
dec.dec. 1. deceased 2. declaration 3. GRAMMAR declension 4. ASTRONOMY declination 5.

decrease
Dec.Dec. CALENDAR December
decresc.decresc. MUSIC decrescendo
DEDDED FUNGI Dutch elm disease
def.def. 1. defence 2. LAW defendant 3. FINANCE deferred 4. GRAMMAR definite 5. LINGUISTICS

definition
DEFRADEFRA /	defrə/ GOVERNMENT Department of the Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs
degdeg MATHEMATICS, MEASUREMENTS degree
DelDel COMPUTING delete
del.del. 1. POLITICS delegate 2. POLITICS delegation 3. PRINTING delete
dem.dem. GRAMMAR demonstrative
Dem.Dem. POLITICS 1. Democrat 2. Democratic
DENDEN HEALTH SERVICES District Enrolled Nurse
denom.denom. RELIGION denomination
dent.dent. 1. dental 2. dentistry
dep.dep. 1. department 2. TRANSPORT departs 3. TRANSPORT departure 4. GRAMMAR used to

describe a verb that inflects like a passive verb but is active in meaning. Full form
deponent 5. LAW deposed 6. FINANCE deposit 7. TRANSPORT depot 8. deputy

deptdept department
deriv.deriv. 1. derivation 2. derivative
DESDES 1. E-COMMERCE data encryption standard 2. PHARMACOLOGY a synthetic oestrogen

used in hormone replacement therapy. Full form diethylstilboestrol
det.det. GRAMMAR determiner
DETRDETR GOVERNMENT Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions
Deut.Deut. BIBLE Deuteronomy
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DFDF 1. RELIGION a title held by English and British monarchs since 1521, when it was given
by Pope Leo X to King Henry VIII. Full form Defender of the Faith 2. COMMUNICATION a
device used to determine the direction of a transmitted radio signal. Full form direction
finder

DFCDFC MILITARY Distinguished Flying Cross
DfEEDfEE GOVERNMENT Department for Education and Employment
DfESDfES GOVERNMENT Department for Education and Skills. Former name Department for

Education and Employment
DFIDDFID /	dfd/ GOVERNMENT Department for International Development
DFMDFM 1. MILITARY Distinguished Flying Medal 2. ONLINE don’t flame me (NOTE: The

abbreviation DFM is used in Internet chat rooms and text messages, meaning ‘don’t
criticise or disparage me’.)

DfTDfT GOVERNMENT Department for Transport
dgdg MEASUREMENTS decigram
DGDG 1. CHRISTIANITY Deo gratias (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘thanks be to God’.) 2. MANAGEMENT

director-general
d/gd/g double glazing
DGODGO WINE a declaration that a wine has come from a single, approved growing region.

Full form Declared Geographical Origin
DHDH 1. GOVERNMENT Department of Health 2. BASEBALL designated hitter
DHADHA 1. HEALTH SERVICES District Health Authority 2. BIOCHEMISTRY a polyunsaturated

essential fatty acid found in cold-water fish and some algae that has been linked to the
reduction of cardiovascular disease and other health benefits. Full form
docosahexaenoic acid

DHSSDHSS GOVERNMENT a former UK government department, now split into the Department
of Health (DH) and the Department of Social Security (DSS). Full form Department of
Health and Social Security

DHWDHW UTILITIES domestic hot water
DIDI MEDICINE a method of assisted conception using sperm from a man who is not the

woman’s sexual partner. Full form donor insemination
DIADIA COMPUTING document interchange architecture
dia.dia. MATHEMATICS diameter
diag.diag. 1. MATHEMATICS diagonal 2. diagram
dial.dial. LANGUAGE 1. dialect 2. dialectal
DIANEDIANE /da|	�n/ COMPUTING direct information access network for Europe
DIBDIB COMPUTING a bus used when transferring data from section of a computer to another.

Full form data input bus
DICDIC MEDICINE a condition in which blood clotting occurs in diverse sites around the body

other than that at a site of injury, causing inefficient wound healing and clots to form in
the blood stream. Full form disseminated intravascular coagulation

dict.dict. 1. dictation 2. POLITICS dictator 3. PUBLISHING dictionary
didn’tdidn’t /	dd(ə)nt/ did not
DIFDIF COMPUTING data interchange format
diff.diff. 1. difference 2. different
DIGDIG SOCIAL WELFARE income support available to people with disabilities in the UK. Full

form disability income guarantee
DIMDIM 1. ONLINE do it myself (used in e-mails and text messages) 2. COMPUTING document

image management
dim.dim. 1. dimension 2. MUSIC diminuendo 3. GRAMMAR diminutive
dimin.dimin. 1. MUSIC diminuendo 2. GRAMMAR diminutive
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DIMMDIMM /dm/ COMPUTING a plug-in module that adds random-access memory to a
computer. Full form dual in-line memory module

dindin MONEY dinar
DINDIN /dn/ a system of numbers used to indicate the speed of a photographic film, or a

system of standard electrical connections used in television and audio equipment. Full
form Deutsche Industrie-Norm (NOTE: From the German, ‘German industry standard’.)

dinkydinky /	dŋki/ SOCIAL SCIENCES either member of a couple who both have careers, usually
in well-paid jobs, and who have no children. Full form dual (or double) income, no
kids (yet)

The acronym dinky or DINKY, one of a number coined in the late 20th century to denote
various socioeconomic groups, has entered the language as a noun in its own right. Of the
other coinages, only yuppie (young urban [or upwardly mobile] professional) has stood the test
of time; those that have fallen by the wayside include pippie (person inheriting parents’
property), woopy (well-off older person), yappy (young affluent parent), LOMBARD (loads of
money but a right dickhead), SINBAD (single income, no boyfriend, absolutely desperate),
OINK (one income, no kids), and SINK (single, independent, no kids), and SWELL (single
woman earning lots in London).

DIPDIP 1. MEDICINE distal interphalangeal (joint) (NOTE: The DIP joint is the finger joint furthest
from the knuckle, at the fingertip.) 2. COMPUTING document image processing 3.
COMPUTING dual in-line package (NOTE: A DIP switch is a switch that turns optional
settings on or off on a computer component.)

dip.dip. EDUCATION diploma
DipEdDipEd /dp |	ed/ EDUCATION Diploma in Education
dipl.dipl. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 1. diplomat 2. diplomatic
disc.disc. 1. COMMERCE discount 2. discovered
dist.dist. 1. distance 2. district
distr.distr. 1. distribution 2. distributor
div.div. 1. diversion 2. MATHEMATICS divide 3. FINANCE dividend 4. MATHEMATICS division 5.

SOCIAL SCIENCES divorced
DIYDIY 1. ONLINE do it yourself (NOTE: The abbreviation DIY is used in e-mails, typically in

response to a request to do something.) 2. DOMESTIC the activity of doing repairs and
alterations in the home yourself, especially as a hobby, instead of employing
tradespeople to do the work. Full form do-it-yourself (NOTE: The abbreviation DIY has
entered the language as a noun in its own right, used interchangeably with the full
form.)

djdj ONLINE Djibouti (NOTE: The abbreviation dj is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

DJDJ 1. CLOTHING a man’s jacket without tails that is worn on formal occasions, especially in
the evening. Full form dinner jacket 2. MUSIC somebody who plays records or other
recorded music, either for people to dance to (e.g. at a club or disco) or on a radio show.
Full form disc jockey

DJIADJIA FINANCE Dow Jones Industrial Average
dkdk 1. dark 2. NAUTICAL deck 3. ONLINE Denmark (NOTE: The abbreviation dk is seen at the

end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.) 4. SHIPPING dock
DKDK ONLINE (I) don’t know (used in e-mails)
dldl MEASUREMENTS decilitre
DLDL ONLINE download (used in e-mails)
D/LD/L BANKING demand loan
DLEDLE MEDICINE 1. a disease of connective tissue resulting in skin lesions on the face and

nose. Full form discoid lupus erythematosus 2. a disease of connective tissue causing

AlphaSoup.fm  Page 41  Monday, July 19, 2004  4:56 PM



DLit 42

inflammation, weakness and skin lesions. Full form disseminated lupus
erythematosus

DLitDLit /di�|	lt/ EDUCATION Doctor of Literature
DLittDLitt /di�|	lt/ EDUCATION Doctor of Letters (or Literature) (NOTE: From the Latin Doctor

Litterarum.)
DLLDLL COMPUTING a library of utility programs that can be called from a main program. Full

form dynamic link library
dmdm 1. MEASUREMENTS decimetre 2. ONLINE Dominica (NOTE: The abbreviation dm is seen at

the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
DMDM 1. MONEY the former unit of currency in Germany, replaced by the euro in 2002. Full

form Deutschmark 2. MARKETING direct marketing
DMADMA 1. MARKETING designated market area 2. COMPUTING direct memory access
DMACDMAC /	di�m�k/ TV a coding system used for broadcasting colour television

programmes via satellite. Full form duobinary multiplexed analogue component
DMDDMD DENTISTRY Doctor of Dental Medicine (NOTE: From the Latin Dentariae Medicinae

Doctor.)
DMKDMK POLITICS a political party in the Indian state of Tamil Nadu. Full form Dravida

Munnetra Kazagham
DMLDML COMPUTING data manipulation language
DMSDMS 1. COMPUTING data management system 2. MANAGEMENT Diploma in Management

Studies
DMSODMSO a clear odourless liquid compound used as a solvent in medicine, to enable drugs

to penetrate the skin. Full form dimethylsulphoxide
DMUDMU BUSINESS decision-making unit
DMusDMus MUSIC Doctor of Music
DMZDMZ MILITARY demilitarized zone
D/ND/N FINANCE debit note
DNADNA 1. GENETICS a nucleic acid molecule in the form of a double helix (a twisted double

strand) that is the major component of chromosomes and carries genetic information.
DNA, which is found in all living organisms except some viruses, is self-replicating and
is responsible for passing on hereditary characteristics from one generation to the next.
Full form deoxyribonucleic acid (NOTE: In this context, the abbreviation DNA refers to
a patient who failed to attend an appointment with a doctor or at a clinic.) 2. ONLINE did
not answer (used in e-mails and text messages) 3. HEALTH SERVICES did not attend

DNaseDNase /�di� en 	ez/ BIOCHEMISTRY an enzyme that aids the breakdown of DNA into
smaller molecules. Full form deoxyribonuclease

DNOCDNOC CHEMISTRY a chemical compound used as a pesticide spray on fruit trees, found to
have a poisoning effect on humans over time. Full form dinitro-ortho-cresol

DNRDNR MEDICINE do not resuscitate (NOTE: If a patient undergoing a serious medical
procedure does not wish to be resuscitated in the event of an arrest, or if this would be
futile, a DNR order is given and written on their charts.)

DNSDNS COMPUTING 1. domain name server 2. domain name system
dodo ONLINE Dominican Republic (NOTE: The abbreviation do is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
DODO 1. OPHTHALMOLOGY Doctor of Optometry 2. MEDICINE Doctor of Osteopathy
D/OD/O COMMERCE 1. delivery order 2. direct order
DOADOA 1. MEDICINE dead on arrival 2. DRUGS drug of abuse
DOBDOB date of birth
DOCDOC WINE 1. a certification for Portuguese wine that guarantees its origin. Full form

Denominação de Origem Controlada (NOTE: From the Portuguese, ‘name of origin
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controlled’.) 2. a certification for Italian wine that guarantees its origin. Full form
Denominazione di Origine Controllata

doc.doc. LAW document
DOCaDOCa WINE a certification for Spanish wine that guarantees its origin. Full form

Denominación de Origen Calificada (NOTE: From the Spanish, ‘name of origin
controlled’.)

DOCGDOCG WINE a strict certification for Italian wine that guarantees its origin, awarded by
the Government. Full form Denominazione di Origine Controllata e Garantita
(NOTE: From the Italian, ‘name of origin controlled and guaranteed’.)

DoEDoE US GOVERNMENT Department of Employment
DOEDOE 1. US INDUST Department of Energy 2. GOVERNMENT Department of the Environment.

Former name for Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions
doesn’tdoesn’t /	d�z(ə)nt/ does not
dol.dol. MONEY dollar
DOMDOM 1. CHRISTIANITY Deo Optimo Maximo (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘to God, the best, the

greatest’.) 2. ENVIRONMENT the amount of an animal’s feed that it actually absorbs and so
gains nutrition from. Full form digestible organic matter 3. ENVIRONMENT the matter
that an animal eats. Full form dry organic matter (NOTE: The abbreviation DOM is used
when measuring the nutritional value of a foodstuff or particular diet.)

dom.dom. 1. domestic 2. MUSIC dominant
don’tdon’t /dəυnt/ do not
Dors.Dors. GEOGRAPHY Dorset
DOSDOS /dɒs/ COMPUTING 1. an incident in which a system is deliberately bombarded with

information and is overwhelmed, so that authorised users cannot use it. Full form
denial-of-service 2. disk operating system

DOVAPDOVAP /	dəυv�p/ AEROSPACE a system for measuring the speed and position of objects
in flight that is based on the frequency of sound waves. Full form Doppler velocity and
position

doz.doz. dozen
DPDP 1. COMPUTING data processing 2. PHYSICS the temperature at which the air cannot hold

all the moisture in it and dew begins to form. Full form dew point 3. SOCIAL SCIENCES a
refugee from war or political oppression. Full form displaced person

D/PD/P COMMERCE 1. documents against payment 2. a situation in which documents are held
at a bank and a buyer must pay a balance for them in order to claim possession of goods
shipped to them. Full form documents against presentation

DPADPA COMPUTING a technique of loading protocol stacks in memory only if they are
required for a particular session. Full form demand protocol architecture

DPBDPB NZ SOCIAL WELFARE a state benefit payable to those with family responsibilities who
have little or no other income. Full form domestic purposes benefit

DPCMDPCM COMPUTING a method of encoding an analogue signal into a digital form. Full form
differential pulse coded modulation

DPhilDPhil /	di�fl/ EDUCATION Doctor of Philosophy
dpidpi COMPUTING, PRINTING a measure of the density of the image produced by a computer

screen or printer. Full form dots per inch
DPMDPM COMPUTING data processing manager
DPPDPP LAW Director of Public Prosecutions
DPSDPS STOCK EXCHANGE dividends per share
dptdpt 1. department 2. GRAMMAR used to describe a verb that inflects like a passive verb

but is active in meaning. Full form deponent
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DPTDPT IMMUNOLOGY diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus (vaccine) (NOTE: Pertussis is the technical
name for whooping cough.)

drdr 1. FINANCE debit (NOTE: The use of dr as an abbreviation for ‘debit’ is an extension of
its use as an abbreviation for ‘debtor’.) 2. FINANCE debtor 3. drawer

DrDr Doctor
DRDR 1. NAVIGATION dead reckoning 2. dining room (used in property advertisements) 3.

MONEY the former unit of currency in Greece, replaced by the euro in 2002. Full form
drachma 4. CONSTRUCTION a waterless pipe that runs vertically, with connections on
different levels of a building to which a firefighter’s hose can be attached in case of fire.
Full form dry riser

dr.dr. 1. MONEY the former unit of currency in Greece, replaced by the euro in 2002. Full
form drachma 2. MEASUREMENTS dram

Dr.Dr. ROADS Drive (NOTE: The abbreviation Dr. is used in addresses.)
DRAMDRAM /	di� r�m/ COMPUTING the most common type of RAM which needs constant

electronic refreshing. Full form dynamic random access memory
dram.dram. THEATRE dramatic
DRIPDRIP FINANCE dividend reinvestment plan
DRPDRP COMMERCE the action of planning supply and replenishment of goods logistically in

response to demand, including transport and stock requirements. Full form
distribution resource planning

DRVDRV HEALTH dietary reference values
DsDs CHEMICAL ELEMENTS darmstadtium
DSDS MUSIC to be played or sung again from the point marked with a sign to the point

marked fine. Full form dal segno
d.s.d.s. BUSINESS 1. days after sight 2. document signed
DScDSc EDUCATION Doctor of Science
DSCDSC MILITARY Distinguished Service Cross
DSLDSL TELECOMMUNICATIONS a high-speed telephone line supplying telephony, television,

and Internet access. Full form digital subscriber line
DSMDSM MILITARY Distinguished Service Medal
DSODSO 1. FINANCE days’ sales outstanding 2. MILITARY Distinguished Service Order
DSPDSP COMPUTING digital signal processing
d.s.p.d.s.p. decessit sine prole (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘died without issue (i.e. childless)’.)
DSRDSR COMPUTING data set ready
DSSDSS 1. GOVERNMENT Department of Social Security 2. SOCIAL WELFARE Director of Social

Services
DSTDST TIME daylight-saving time
DSTPDSTP COMPUTING data space transfer protocol
DSWDSW COMPUTING a data word transmitted from a device that contains information about

its current status. Full form device status word
DTDT TIME daylight time
DTCDTC HEALTH SERVICES diagnostic and treatment centre
DTEDTE COMPUTING data terminal equipment
DTFDTF FINANCE Derivative Trading Facility
DTIDTI GOVERNMENT Department of Trade and Industry
DTLGRDTLGR GOVERNMENT Department of Transport, Local Government, and the Regions
DTMFDTMF COMPUTING a method of dialling in a telephone system where two tones are

generated according to the row and column position on the keypad of the number
pressed. Full form dual tone multi frequency

DTPDTP COMPUTING desktop publishing
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DTRDTR COMPUTING data terminal ready
DTsDTs MEDICINE agitation, tremors, and hallucinations caused by alcohol dependence and

withdrawal. Full form delirium tremens (NOTE: DTs (usually the DTs or the DT’s) is an
informal abbreviation for this condition, used in everyday language rather than medical
terminology.)

DTVDTV BROADCASTING digital television
DTWDTW WINE Deutscher Tafelwein (NOTE: From the German, ‘German table wine’.)
DUDU CHEMISTRY depleted uranium
dunnodunno /d� |	nəυ/ (I) don’t know
DVDV CHRISTIANITY Deo volente (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘God willing’.)
DVDDVD COMPUTING a high-capacity optical disc that can store a large quantity of video,

audio, or other information. Full form digital video disc, digital versatile disc
DVD-ADVD-A RECORDING digital video disc audio
DVD-RDVD-R COMPUTING a DVD that can have its contents erased and replaced with something

else. Full form digital video disc recordable
DVD-RAMDVD-RAM /�di� vi� di� 	r�m/ COMPUTING a DVD drive that allows a user to write, erase,

and rewrite data on a DVD. Full form digital video disc random-access memory
DVD-ROMDVD-ROM /�di� vi� di� 	rɒm/ a DVD on which data can be stored but not altered. Full

form digital video disc read-only memory
DVD-RWDVD-RW a DVD that can have it contents erased and replaced with something else

many times. Full form digital video disc rewritable
DVIDVI COMPUTING digital video imaging
DV-IDV-I COMPUTING digital video interactive
DVLADVLA PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Driving and Vehicle Licensing Agency
DVMDVM VETERINARY MEDICINE Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
DVRDVR TV digital video recorder
DVTDVT MEDICINE a blood clot in a deep vein, particularly in the leg, that may be caused by

being in a confined space such as an aeroplane seat for some time without moving. Full
form deep-vein thrombosis

D/WD/W LAW a customhouse licence or authority. Full form dock warrant
DWADWA SOCIAL WELFARE disability working allowance
DWPDWP GOVERNMENT Department for Work and Pensions
dwtdwt MEASUREMENTS dead weight tonnage
DXDX TELECOMMUNICATIONS long-distance
DyDy CHEMICAL ELEMENTS dysprosium
dyndyn MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS dyne
dzdz ONLINE Algeria

The use of dz as an abbreviation for Algeria in this and other contexts comes from the Arabic
name for the country, Al Djazair. It is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.

AlphaSoup.fm  Page 45  Monday, July 19, 2004  4:56 PM



E
ee 1. PHYSICS electron 2. ONLINE electronic (NOTE: The abbreviation e is used as a prefix in

words such as e-mail, e-commerce, and e-learning, referring to electronic data transfer
via the Internet.) 3. ENGINEERING engineer 4. ENGINEERING engineering

EE 1. Earl 2. ELECTRICITY earth 3. east 4. eastern 5. PHYSICS electric field strength 6. PHYSICS

electromotive force 7. TELECOMMUNICATIONS e-mail (address) (NOTE: The abbreviation E is
used to contrast with T (telephone number) and F (fax number).) 8. PHYSICS energy 9.
LANGUAGE English 10. MEASUREMENTS exa- 11. PHYSICS internal energy 12. LOGIC a negative
categorical proposition

E2EE2E E-COMMERCE exchange
EAEA ENVIRONMENT Environment Agency
ea.ea. each
EAAEAA ACCOUNTING European Accounting Association
EACEAC ECONOMICS East African Community
EAIEAI E-COMMERCE enterprise application integration
E & OE & O COMMERCE errors and omissions
E & OEE & OE COMMERCE errors and omissions excepted
e. & o.e.e. & o.e. COMMERCE errors and omissions excepted
EAN-UCCEAN-UCC BUSINESS a system of barcoding used on all products sold internationally,

introduced in Belgium in 1977 and regulated in the US by the Uniform Code Council.
Full form European Article Numbering – Uniform Code Council

EAPEAP HUMAN RESOURCES employee assistance programme
EAPROMEAPROM /�i� e 	pi� �rɒm/ COMPUTING electrically alterable, programmable read-only

memory
EAROMEAROM /�i� 	e �rɒm/ COMPUTING electrically alterable read-only memory
EASDAQEASDAQ STOCK EXCHANGE an independent European stock market, based in Brussels

and London, trading in companies with European-wide interests. Full form European
Association of Securities Dealers Automated Quotation

EATEAT BUSINESS employment appeal tribunal
EBAEBA BANKING Euro Banking Association
EBCDICEBCDIC /	eb si� dk/ a binary computer character code representing 256 standard

letters, numbers, symbols, and control characters by means of eight binary digits. Full
form extended binary coded decimal interchange code

EBITEBIT FINANCE earnings before interest and taxes
EBITDAEBITDA FINANCE earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation, and amortization
EbNEbN east by north
EBNFEBNF COMPUTING extended BNF
EBREBR COMPUTING electron beam recording
EBRDEBRD BANKING European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
EbSEbS east by south
EBVEBV MEDICINE a virus believed to cause glandular fever and associated with some cancers.

Full form Epstein-Barr virus
ecec Ecuador (NOTE: The abbreviation ec is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded

by a dot.)
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ECEC 1. POLITICS the executive arm of the European Union, which formulates community
policy and drafts community legislation. Full form European Commission 2. ECONOMICS

a political and economic union of European countries that developed from the European
Economic Community (EEC) and was replaced by the European Union (EU). Full form
European Community

ECBECB BANKING European Central Bank
ECGECG MEDICINE 1. an ultrasound device used to examine the working heart and display

moving images of its action. Full form echocardiograph 2. a visual record of the heart’s
electrical activity produced by an electrocardiograph. Full form electrocardiogram 3. a
device that records the electrical activity of the heart muscle via electrodes placed on the
chest. Full form electrocardiograph

ECGDECGD COMMERCE Export Credits Guarantee Department
ECLECL COMPUTING a high-speed logic circuit design using the transistor emittors as output

connectors. Full form emitter-coupled logic
ECMAECMA COMPUTING European Computer Manufacturers Association
ECMLECML E-COMMERCE electronic commerce modelling language
ecol.ecol. 1. ecological 2. ecology
E. coliE. coli /�i� 	kəυla/ MEDICINE a bacterium found in the colon of human beings and animals

that becomes a serious contaminant when it enters the food or water supply. Full form
Escherichia coli

econ.econ. 1. economics 2. economist 3. economy
ECOWASECOWAS ECONOMICS Economic Community of West African States
ECPECP COMMERCE an IOU issued by a company for a short-term loan in a Euro currency. Full

form European Commercial Paper
ECSECS TELECOMMUNICATIONS European Communications Satellite
ECSCECSC INDUSTRY European Coal and Steel Community
ECTECT PSYCHIATRY electroconvulsive therapy
ECUECU /	akju�/ MONEY the official monetary unit of the European Union from 1979 to

1999. Full form European Currency Unit
ed.ed. 1. PUBLISHING edited 2. PUBLISHING edition 3. PUBLISHING editor 4. education
EDACEDAC COMPUTING error detection and correction
EDBEDB ECONOMICS Economic Development Board
EDCEDC 1. E-COMMERCE electronic data capture 2. MILITARY European Defence Community
EDDEDD MEDICINE expected date of delivery
EDIEDI COMPUTING electronic data interchange
EDIFACTEDIFACT E-COMMERCE electronic data interchange for administration, commerce, and

transport (or trade)
edit.edit. PUBLISHING 1. edited 2. edition 3. editor
EDLINEDLIN COMPUTING an MS-DOS system utility that allows a user to make changes to a file

on a line-by-line basis. Full form edit line
EDMAEDMA COMMERCE European Direct Marketing Association
EDPEDP COMPUTING electronic data processing
EDTEDT 1. TIME Eastern Daylight Time 2. E-COMMERCE electronic depository transfer
EDTAEDTA CHEMISTRY a colourless compound that reacts with metals, used as a food

preservative, as an anticoagulant, and in the treatment of lead poisoning. Full form
ethylene diamine tetra-acetate

eduedu ONLINE US educational organization (NOTE: The abbreviation edu is used in Internet
addresses.)

educ.educ. 1. education 2. educational

AlphaSoup.fm  Page 47  Monday, July 19, 2004  4:56 PM



ee 48

eeee ONLINE Estonia (NOTE: The abbreviation ee is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

EEEE 1. LANGUAGE Early English 2. ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING electrical engineer 3. ELECTRICAL

ENGINEERING electrical engineering
EEAEEA ECONOMICS European Economic Area
EECEEC ECONOMICS an alliance of European countries that ultimately expanded and

developed into the European Union (EU). Full form European Economic Community
EECAEECA E-COMMERCE a certificate authority that issues certificates for merchants and

payment gateways. Full form end entity certificate authority
EEGEEG MEDICINE 1. an ultrasound device used to examine the structures of the brain. Full

form echoencephalograph 2. the record of the electrical activity of the brain that is
produced by an electrocardiograph. Full form electroencephalogram 3. a machine
that uses electrodes placed on the scalp to monitor the electrical activity of different
parts of the brain. Full form electroencephalograph

EEOCEEOC BUSINESS Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
EEPROMEEPROM COMPUTING electrically erasable programmable read-only memory
EEREER MEASUREMENTS energy efficiency ratio
EEROMEEROM COMPUTING electrically erasable read-only memory
EFAEFA HEALTH essential fatty acid
EFLEFL EDUCATION English taught to people who live in a non-English-speaking country. Full

form English as a foreign language
EFRAEFRA /	efrə/ E-COMMERCE electronic forms routing and approval
EFTEFT BANKING electronic funds transfer
EFTAEFTA /	eftə/ COMMERCE European Free Trade Association
EFTPOSEFTPOS /	eftpɒs/ COMMERCE electronic funds transfer at a point of sale
EFTSEFTS /efts/ BANKING electronic funds transfer system
egeg ONLINE Egypt (NOTE: The abbreviation eg is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
e.g.e.g. for example

The abbreviations e.g. and i.e. are often confused, but use e.g. (from the Latin expression
exempli gratia, ‘for example’) when you want to list a few typical examples of the thing
mentioned: I have the laboratory equipment, e.g. [not i.e.] beakers, thermometers, and test
tubes, that we need. Use i.e., meaning ‘that is, that is to say’ (from the Latin expression id est
‘that is’) when you want to be more precise about the thing mentioned: The tribunal, i.e. [not
e.g.] the industrial tribunal, is set for noon on Friday.

EGAEGA COMPUTING enhanced graphics adapter
EGMEGM BUSINESS extraordinary general meeting
eheh ONLINE Western Sahara (NOTE: The abbreviation eh is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
EHOEHO HEALTH Environmental Health Officer
EIAEIA 1. COMPUTING Electronics Industry Association 2. ENVIRONMENT environmental impact

assessment 3. MEDICINE exercise-induced asthma
EIBEIB BANKING European Investment Bank
EILEIL ECOLOGY the point at which a pest species is causing such damage that it becomes

worth the time and expense of controlling them. Full form economic injury level
EIRISEIRIS BUSINESS Ethical Investment Research Service
EISEIS 1. BUSINESS Enterprise Investment Scheme 2. ENVIRONMENT environmental impact

statement 3. ENVIRONMENT environmental impact study 4. COMPUTING executive
information system

EISAEISA COMPUTING extended industry standard architecture
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EKGEKG MEDICINE electrocardiogram (NOTE: From Dutch or German Electrokardiogram.)
el.el. elevation
ELDOELDO /	eldəυ/ AEROSPACE European Launch Development Organization
elec.elec. 1. electric 2. electrical 3. electricity
elev.elev. elevation
ELFELF 1. LANGUAGE English as a Lingua Franca 2. RADIO extremely low frequency
ELINTELINT /	i�lnt/ MILITARY the gathering of information by electronic means, e.g. from

aircraft or ships, or the section of the military intelligence service involved in this. Full
form electronic intelligence

ELISAELISA /|	lazə/ IMMUNOLOGY a technique for determining the presence or amount of
protein in a biological sample, using an enzyme that bonds to an antibody or antigen
and causes a colour change. Full form enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay

ELTELT EDUCATION the teaching of English to non-native speakers of English. Full form
English language teaching (NOTE: The abbreviation ELT is used as a noun in its own
right.)

’em’em /əm/ them
EMEM 1. PHYSICS electromagnetic 2. PHYSICS electron microscope 3. COMPUTING a code that

indicates the end of usable physical medium. Full form end of medium
EmAEmA MEDICINE igA antiendomysial antibody
EMASEMAS /	i�m�s/ ENVIRONMENT a voluntary scheme of the European Union in which

commercial and other organizations are encouraged to assess their approach to
environmental matters against a given set of criteria. Full form Eco-Management and
Audit Scheme

emfemf PHYSICS electromotive force
EMFEMF 1. PHYSICS electromotive force 2. ECONOMICS European Monetary Fund
EMGEMG MEDICINE 1. a graphical tracing of the electrical activity in a muscle at rest or during

contraction, used to diagnose nerve and muscle disorders. Full form electromyogram
2. a machine for producing an electromyogram from electrical activity picked up via
electrodes inserted into muscle tissue. Full form electromyograph

EMHEMH FINANCE efficient markets hypothesis
EMIEMI FINANCE European Monetary Institute
Emp.Emp. 1. Emperor 2. Empire 3. Empress
EMSEMS 1. E-COMMERCE electronics manufacturing services 2. HEALTH SERVICES emergency

medical services 3. BUSINESS environmental management system 4. FINANCE European
Monetary System

EMTEMT HEALTH SERVICES emergency medical technician
EMUEMU 1. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS electromagnetic unit 2. ECONOMICS European Monetary

Union
ENEN 1. ECOLOGY endangered (species) 2. ECOLOGY English Nature 3. HEALTH SERVICES enrolled

nurse
ENEN(G) Aus, NZ, N Am HEALTH SERVICES enrolled nurse (general)
ENEN(M) Aus, NZ, N Am HEALTH SERVICES enrolled nurse (mental)
ENEN(MH) Aus, NZ, N Am HEALTH SERVICES enrolled nurse (mental handicap)
enc.enc. BUSINESS 1. enclosed 2. enclosure
encl.encl. BUSINESS 1. enclosed 2. enclosure
ENEENE east-northeast
ENEAENEA INDUST European Nuclear Energy Agency
ENGENG BROADCASTING electronic newsgathering
eng.eng. 1. engine 2. engineer 3. engineering
Eng.Eng. 1. GEOGRAPHY England 2. LANGUAGE English
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engr.engr. PRINTING 1. engraved 2. engraver 3. engraving
enl.enl. 1. PHOTOGRAPHY enlarged 2. MILITARY enlisted
ENOENO MUSIC English National Opera
ENQENQ COMPUTING enquiry
Ens.Ens. MILITARY Ensign
ENSAENSA /	ensə/ MILITARY a British organization formed to provide entertainment for Allied

forces during World War II. Full form Entertainments National Service Association
ENSOENSO OCEANOGRAPHY an environmental phenomenon whereby strong winds cause the

movement of warm Pacific waters westwards into cooler water areas, disrupting their
ecosystems. It happens ever 2–7 years and is usually accompanied by heavy rainstorms.
Full form El Niño Southern Oscillation

ENTENT MEDICINE ear, nose, and throat
E numberE number /	i� �n�mbə/ FOOD INDUSTRY a code by which a given additive is identified on

food labels, consisting of the letter E followed by a number. Contrary to popular belief,
E numbers can denote natural substances (e.g. lactic acid and pectin) as well as artificial
additives. (NOTE: The E stands for ‘European’: such additives have been approved for use
throughout the European Union.)

EOAEOA COMPUTING end of address
EOBEOB COMPUTING end of block
EOCEOC LAW Equal Opportunities Commission
EODEOD COMPUTING end of data
EOFEOF COMPUTING end of file
EOJEOJ COMPUTING end of job
EOLEOL COMPUTING end of line
EOMEOM COMPUTING end of message
e.o.m.e.o.m. COMMERCE end of the month
EOQEOQ COMMERCE economic order quantity
EOREOR COMPUTING end of record
EOTEOT COMPUTING 1. end of text 2. end of transmission
Ep.Ep. BIBLE Epistle
e.p.e.p. CHESS used when a pawn that has moved two squares is captured by an enemy pawn

as if it had only moved one square. Full form en passant (NOTE: From the French, ‘in
passing’.)

EPAEPA 1. BIOCHEMISTRY a polyunsaturated essential fatty acid found in some fish that has
been linked to various health benefits. Full form eicosapentaenoic acid 2. ENVIRONMENT

Environmental Protection Agency
EPACEPAC /	i�p�k/ ECONOMICS an independent organization made up of leading politicians

and business figures that advises the Australian federal government on economic policy.
Full form Economic Planning and Advisory Committee

Eph.Eph. BIBLE Ephesians
Epis.Epis. 1. CHRISTIANITY Episcopal 2. CHRISTIANITY Episcopalian 3. BIBLE Epistle
Epist.Epist. BIBLE Epistle
EPNSEPNS METALLURGY electroplated nickel silver
EPOSEPOS /	i�pɒs/ COMMERCE electronic point of sale
EPROMEPROM /�i� 	pi� �rɒm/ COMPUTING an integrated circuit that can be reprogrammed by a

user to correct an error in the program or to add a function. Full form erasable-
programmable read-only memory

epseps FINANCE earnings per share
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EPSEPS 1. FINANCE earnings per share 2. COMPUTING PostScript commands contained in a file
that can be placed within a graphics or DTP program. Full form encapsulated
PostScript

EPSFEPSF COMPUTING encapsulated PostScript file
EQEQ EDUCATION the ratio of educational attainment to chronological age. Full form

educational quotient
eq.eq. 1. equal 2. equation 3. equivalent
equiv.equiv. equivalent
erer ONLINE Eritrea (NOTE: The abbreviation er is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
ErEr CHEMICAL ELEMENTS erbium
ERER 1. Eduardus Rex (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘King Edward’.) 2. Elizabetha Regina 3. HEALTH

SERVICES the US equivalent of A & E (the accident and emergency department,
traditionally known as casualty). Full form emergency room (NOTE: The abbreviation ER
is used as a noun in its own right.) 4. MEDICINE an intricate system of tubular membranes
in the cytoplasm of a cell. Full form endoplasmic reticulum

ERAERA 1. EDUCATION a law passed in 1988 covering the publication of information on
schools, open enrolment, and grant-maintained schools. Full form Education Reform
Act 2. US LAW Equal Rights Amendment

ERCPERCP MEDICINE a medical procedure to diagnose problems with the liver, bile duct and
pancreas, consisting of an endoscopic procedure to inject dye followed by an x-ray. Full
form endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography

ERDFERDF COMMERCE European Regional Development Fund
ERGERG OPHTHALMOLOGY a record of the electrical activity of the retina obtained via

electrodes placed on the eye. Full form electroretinogram
ERIDERID ECOLOGY disease which can be controlled but not eradicated, whose incidence in

humans has increased and continues to do so. Full form emerging and re-emerging
infectious disease

ERMERM ECONOMICS a system of controlling the exchange rate between some countries in
the European Union. Full form Exchange Rate Mechanism (NOTE: The ERM has
become redundant with the advent of the single European currency.)

ErnieErnie /	#�ni�/ FINANCE in the United Kingdom, the machine used for drawing winning
premium bond numbers. Full form electronic random number indicating
equipment (NOTE: The abbreviation Ernie, which bestows a ‘human’ identity on the
machine, is used in preference to the full form.)

EROMEROM /	i� rɒm/ COMPUTING electrically alterable read-only memory
ERPERP FINANCE extra return on an equity in preference to a bond, because of the extra risk

involving in investing in these. Full form equity risk premium
ERPCERPC MEDICINE evacuation of retained products of conception
ERRERR FINANCE expected rate of return
eses ONLINE Spain (NOTE: The abbreviation es, from the Spanish España, is seen at the end

of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
EsEs CHEMICAL ELEMENTS einsteinium
ESES GEOGRAPHY Eastern States
ESAESA 1. ENVIRONMENT environmentally sensitive area 2. AEROSPACE European Space Agency
EscEsc COMPUTING the key on a computer keyboard that allows a user to exit a program,

cancel a command, or return to a previous menu. Full form escape (key)
ESCBESCB BANKING European System of Central Banks
Esd.Esd. BIBLE Esdras
ESDIESDI COMPUTING enhanced small device interface
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ESEESE east-southeast
ESFESF SOCIAL WELFARE a fund which provides support to programs in the European Union

which help people find employment or train in new skills. Full form European Social
Fund

ES-ISES-IS COMPUTING end system to intermediate system
ESLESL EDUCATION English taught to people who live in an English-speaking country but

whose first language is not English. Full form English as a second language
ESOLESOL /	i�sɒl/ EDUCATION English for speakers of other languages
ESOPESOP /	i�sɒp/ COMMERCE an investment plan in which employees acquire shares in the

company they work for by making tax-deductible contributions. Full form employee
share ownership plan

ESPESP 1. ENVIRONMENT a device that removes small particles of smoke, dust, or oil from air
by electrostatically charging them and then attracting them to an oppositely charged
collector plate or surface. Full form electrostatic precipitator 2. COMMERCE the period
of employment that an employee’s benefits from a superannuation scheme are
calculated on. Full form eligible service period 3. EDUCATION English for special
purposes 4. PARAPSYCHOLOGY extrasensory perception

esp.esp. especially
Esq.Esq. Esquire (NOTE: The abbreviation Esq. is used as a courtesy title in correspondence,

placed after a man’s full name.)
ESRESR 1. PHYSICS a method of dating minerals by testing their reaction to magnetic fields.

Full form electron spin resonance 2. MEDICINE an outdated method of diagnosing
illness by testing the sedimentation rate of blood cells in a solution. Full form
erythrocyte sedimentation rate

ESRCESRC SOCIAL SCIENCES Economic and Social Research Council
ESRDESRD MEDICINE complete failure of the kidneys, requiring substitute treatment such as

dialysis. Full form end-stage renal disease
ESTEST TIME Eastern Standard Time
estdestd established
Esth.Esth. BIBLE Esther
esuesu MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS electrostatic unit
etet ONLINE Ethiopia (NOTE: The abbreviation et is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
ETET SCIENCE FICTION extraterrestrial (NOTE: The abbreviation ET was popularized by the

blockbusting 1982 film of this name and its endearing eponymous hero.)
ETAETA 1. TRAVEL estimated time of arrival 2. /	etə/ POLITICS a Basque nationalist guerrilla

group that seeks separation and independence from Spain for the Basque region. Full
form Euzkadi ta Askatsuna

etc.etc. et cetera
ETDETD TRAVEL estimated time of departure
ETFETF BANKING electronic transfer of funds
ETLLDETLLD GOVERNMENT Enterprise, Transport and Lifelong Learning Department
ETPETP FINANCE a lump sum from a superannuation fund payable to an employee on

termination of their employment. Full form eligible termination payment
ETXETX COMPUTING end of text
ety.ety. LINGUISTICS 1. etymological 2. etymology
etymol.etymol. LINGUISTICS 1. etymological 2. etymology
EuEu CHEMICAL ELEMENTS europium
EUEU POLITICS an economic and political union of European nations. Full form European

Union
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Eur.Eur. GEOGRAPHY 1. Europe 2. European
EURIBOREURIBOR /	ju�rbɔ�/ BANKING European Interbank Offered Rate
eVeV MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS electron volt
EVAEVA 1. COMMERCE the difference between a company’s profit and the cost of its capital.

Full form economic value added 2. AEROSPACE extravehicular activity
evan.evan. CHRISTIANITY 1. evangelical 2. evangelist
evang.evang. CHRISTIANITY 1. evangelical 2. evangelist
EWEW MILITARY enlisted woman
EWOEWO EDUCATION Educational Welfare Officer
Ex.Ex. BIBLE Exodus
exch.exch. 1. exchange 2. POLITICS exchequer
Exch.Exch. POLITICS Exchequer
excl.excl. 1. GRAMMAR exclamation 2. exclusive
EXEEXE COMPUTING a filename extension for a program file. Full form executable
EXNOREXNOR /eks |	nɔ�/ MATHEMATICS a logical function whose output is true if all inputs are at

the same level, and false if they are not. Full form exclusive NOR
exorexor LAW executor
EXOREXOR /eks|	ɔ�/ MATHEMATICS a logical function whose output is true if any input is true,

and false if all the inputs are the same. Full form exclusive OR
exp.exp. 1. experiment 2. experimental 3. expired 4. expires 5. MATHEMATICS exponential

function 6. COMMERCE export 7. COMMERCE exported 8. TRANSPORT express
ext.ext. 1. TELECOMMUNICATIONS extension 2. exterior 3. external 4. PHARMACOLOGY extract
EZEZ BUSINESS enterprise zone
Ez.Ez. BIBLE Ezra
Ezek.Ezek. BIBLE Ezekiel
Ezr.Ezr. BIBLE Ezra
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ff 1. MEASUREMENTS femto- 2. PHOTOGRAPHY the ratio of the focal length to the effective

diameter of a camera lens. Symbol for f-number 3. PHYSICS the distance from the centre
of a lens or the surface of a mirror to the point at which light passing through the lens
or reflected from the mirror is focused. Symbol for focal length 4. MUSIC forte (NOTE:
The abbreviation f, usually italicized, is used on sheet music at a passage that is to be
played or sung loudly.) 5. PHYSICS frequency 6. MATHEMATICS function 7. MONEY guilder
(NOTE: The guilder is also called a florin, hence the abbreviation.) 8. PUBLISHING folio (NOTE:
The abbreviation F, followed by a number, is used in publishing to refer to a particular
sheet of a manuscript or page of a book.) 9. following (line or page)

FF 1. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS Fahrenheit 2. false (NOTE: The abbreviation F is usually
contrasted with T meaning ‘true’, as possible answers to a question.) 3. MEASUREMENTS,
ELECTRICITY farad 4. MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY faraday (NOTE: As an abbreviation for
faraday, F is usually italicized.) 5. MEASUREMENTS fathom 6. TELECOMMUNICATIONS fax
(number) (NOTE: The abbreviation F is used to contrast with E (e-mail address) and T
(telephone number).) 7. CALENDAR February 8. Fellow 9. female 10. GRAMMAR feminine
11. METALLURGY with all or most impurities removed. Full form fine 12. CHEMICAL

ELEMENTS fluorine 13. PHYSICS force 14. SPORTS foul 15. MONEY franc 16. CALENDAR Friday
F2FF2F ONLINE face-to-face (used in e-mails and text messages)
F2TF2T ONLINE free to talk (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat rooms)
FAFA 1. MILITARY field artillery 2. FINANCE financial adviser 3. ARTS fine art 4. SOCCER Football

Association 5. FREIGHT freight agent
FAAFAA NAVY Fleet Air Arm
FABFAB BEVERAGES flavoured alcoholic beverage
Fahr.Fahr. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS Fahrenheit
FAMFAM COMPUTING fast access memory
fam.fam. 1. familiar 2. family
FAOFAO AGRICULTURE Food and Agriculture Organization (of the United Nations)
f.a.o.f.a.o. BUSINESS for the attention of (NOTE: The abbreviation f.a.o. is used before the name

of the intended recipient of a letter, memorandum, or other communication.)
FAPFAP MEDICINE a pre-cancerous condition resulting in the development of polyps on the

colon, caused by a genetic mutation. Full form familial adenomatous polyposis
FAQFAQ 1. SHIPPING free alongside quay 2. /f�k, �ef e 	kju�/ COMPUTING frequently asked

question(s)
FAQsFAQs /f�ks/ COMPUTING frequently asked questions
FARCFARC /fɑ�k/ POLITICS Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (NOTE: From the Spanish,

‘Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia’.)
FASFAS 1. US FINANCE Federal Accounting Standards 2. MEDICINE a condition affecting babies

born to women who drank excessive amounts of alcohol during pregnancy,
characterized by a range of effects including facial abnormalities and learning
difficulties. Full form foetal alcohol syndrome 3. SHIPPING with the cost of delivery to
the quayside included, but not the cost of loading onto a ship, as opposed to free on
board (FOB). Full form free alongside ship

FASBFASB FINANCE Financial Accounting Standards Board
FASITFASIT FINANCE Financial Asset Securitisation Investment Trust
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FASTERFASTER STOCK EXCHANGE Fully Automated Screen Trading and Electronic Registration
Fast-SCSIFast-SCSI /�fɑ�st 	sk�zi/ COMPUTING a development that allows data to be transferred at

a higher rate than with the original SCSI specification
FATFAT /f�t/ COMPUTING in MS-DOS, an internal store of information about the structure of

files on a disk. Full form file allocation table
FBAFBA Fellow of the British Academy
FBCFBC INDUSTRY a technique to improve the efficiency of fuel combustion in power plants

by mixing the fuel with jets of air during the combustion process. Full form fluidized-
bed combustion

FBIFBI CRIME a bureau of the US Department of Justice that deals with matters of national
security, interstate crime, and crimes against the government. Full form Federal Bureau
of Investigation

FBRFBR INDUST fast-breeder reactor
FCFC 1. INDUSTRY fibre-concrete 2. SOCCER Football Club 3. TREES Forestry Commission
FCAFCA 1. ACCOUNTING Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants (in England and

Wales) 2. BUSINESS, ENVIRONMENT the practice of including the indirect costs and benefits
of a product or activity, e.g. its social and environmental effects on health and the
economy, along with its direct costs when making business decisions. Full form full cost
accounting

FCBFCB COMPUTING file control block
FCCAFCCA ACCOUNTING Fellow of the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants
FCIFCI BUSINESS Finance Corporation for Industry
FCIIFCII INSURANCE Fellow of the Chartered Insurance Institute
FCMFCM STOCK EXCHANGE futures commission merchant
FCMAFCMA ACCOUNTING Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants
FCOFCO GOVERNMENT Foreign and Commonwealth Office
FCSDFCSD GOVERNMENT Financial and Central Services Department
FDFD 1. CHRISTIANITY Fidei Defensor. � DF (NOTE: The abbreviation FD, from the Latin,

‘Defender of the Faith’, is used on British coins, after the name of the monarch.) 2.
BUSINESS financial director 3. COMPUTING floppy disk 4. COMMERCE free delivery 5.
COMPUTING data transmission down a channel in two directions simultaneously. Full form
full duplex

f/df/d COMMERCE free delivery
FDAFDA HEALTH the US federal agency that oversees trade in and the safety of food and

drugs. Full form Food and Drug Administration
FDCFDC COMPUTING floppy disk controller
FDDFDD COMPUTING floppy disk drive
FDDIFDDI COMPUTING a standard for high-speed networks which use fibreoptic cable in a dual-

ring topology. Full form fibre distributed data interface
FDIFDI BUSINESS foreign direct investment
FDICFDIC BUSINESS Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
FDISKFDISK /	ef dsk/ COMPUTING an MS-DOS system utility that configures the partitions on a

hard disk (NOTE: ‘Fixed disk’ is an older term for ‘hard disk’.)
FDMFDM COMPUTING a system of assigning different signals to different frequencies so that

they can be sent simultaneously. Full form frequency division multiplexing
FDRFDR 32nd president of the United States (1933–45). Full form Franklin Delano

Roosevelt
FDXFDX COMPUTING full duplex. � FD
FeFe CHEMICAL ELEMENTS iron (NOTE: From the Latin ferrum.)
FEFE EDUCATION further education
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Feb.Feb. CALENDAR February
fec.fec. ARTS he or she made it (NOTE: The abbreviation fec., from the Latin fecit, follows the

artist’s name on a piece of work.)
FEDFED COMPUTING a method of producing thin, flat displays for laptop computers. Full form

field emission display
fed.fed. POLITICS 1. federal 2. federated 3. federation
Fed.Fed. POLITICS 1. Federal 2. Federated 3. Federation
FEDUSAFEDUSA HUMAN RESOURCES Federation of Unions of South Africa
fem.fem. 1. BIOLOGY female 2. GRAMMAR feminine
FEMAFEMA /	fi�mə/ US GOVERNMENT Federal Emergency Management Agency
FEPFEP COMPUTING a computer that carries out preliminary processing on data before passing

it to another computer for further processing. Full form front-end processor
FESFES SOCIAL SCIENCES Family Expenditure Survey
FESSFESS MEDICINE functional endoscopic sinus surgery
FETFET ELECTRONICS field-effect transistor
FEVFEV MEDICINE the amount of air that can be expelled in one breath, a measure of lung

capacity and function. Full form forced expiratory volume
ffff MUSIC fortissimo (NOTE: The abbreviation ff, usually italicized, is used on sheet music at

a passage that is to be played or sung very loudly.)
FFFF 1. ELECTRONICS an electronic circuit or mechanical device that has two stable states and

can be switched between the two. Full form flip-flop 2. COMPUTING a command to start
a new page on a printer. Full form form feed

ff.ff. 1. PUBLISHING folios (NOTE: The abbreviation ff., followed by a series or range of
numbers, is used in publishing to refer to particular sheets of a manuscript or pages of
a book.) 2. following (lines or pages) (NOTE: The abbreviation ff. is used after a line or
page number.)

FGDFGD ENVIRONMENT flue gas desulphurization
FHFH EMERGENCIES fire hydrant
f/hf/h COMMERCIAL LAW freehold
FHFBFHFB US FINANCE Federal Housing Finance Board
FHLBBFHLBB US BANKING Federal Home Loan Bank Board
FHLBSFHLBS US BANKING Federal Home Loan Bank System
FHLMCFHLMC US FINANCE Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation
fhpfhp MECHANICAL ENGINEERING friction horsepower
FHSAFHSA HEALTH SERVICES Family Health Services Authority
FIBORFIBOR /	fabɔ�/ BANKING Frankfurt Interbank Offered Rate
FIDFID Aus FINANCE Financial Institutions Duty
Fid. Def.Fid. Def. CHRISTIANITY Fidei Defensor. � DF (NOTE: Formerly seen on British coins, the

preferred abbreviation now used is FD. From the Latin, ‘Defender of the Faith’.)
FIDEFIDE CHESS World Chess Federation (NOTE: From the French, Fédération Internationale des

Échecs.)
FIFFIF FINANCE Foreign Investment Funds (Tax)
FIFAFIFA /	fi�fə/ SOCCER the governing organization of international football. Full form

Fédération Internationale de Football Association (NOTE: From the French,
‘International Federation of Association Football’.)

FIFOFIFO /	fafəυ/ first in, first out
fig.fig. 1. figurative 2. figure (NOTE: The abbreviation fig. is most frequently used in the

captions of (or textual references to) illustrations, diagrams, or tables in a book.)
FIMFIM MEDICINE a test to evaluate the amount of assistance that a person with a disability

needs to carry out basic activities. Full form functional independence measure
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FIMBRAFIMBRA /	fmbrə/ FINANCE Financial Intermediaries, Managers, and Brokers Regulatory
Association

fin.fin. 1. finance 2. financial 3. finish
Fin.Fin. 1. GEOGRAPHY Finland 2. LANGUAGE Finnish
FIOFIO COMMERCE for information only
f.i.o.f.i.o. COMMERCE for information only
FIRBFIRB BUSINESS Foreign Investment Review Board
fjfj ONLINE Fiji (NOTE: The abbreviation fj is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded

by a dot.)
FkrFkr MONEY Faroese krona
FLFL 1. MILITARY Flight Lieutenant 2. MAIL Florida (NOTE: The abbreviation FL is part of the US

sorting code on the last line of a Florida address.)
fl.fl. 1. floor 2. MONEY florin 3. floruit (NOTE: The abbreviation fl. is used before the name or

number of the period in which a particular person or movement was most active,
especially when the exact dates are unknown.) 4. MUSIC flute 5. MONEY guilder (NOTE: The
guilder is also called a florin, hence the abbreviation.)

Fl.Fl. 1. GEOGRAPHY Flanders 2. LANGUAGE Flemish
FLAFLA BUSINESS Finance and Leasing Association
flakflak /fl�k/ � see note at Aids
FLOPFLOP /flɒp/ MATHEMATICS a mathematical operation carried out on a number expressed

in floating point (standardising) notation. Full form floating-point operation
flopsflops /flɒps/ COMPUTING floating-point operations per second (NOTE: The acronym flops

is used to indicate the speed of a computer.)
flor.flor. floruit (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘flourished’.)
fl ozfl oz MEASUREMENTS fluid ounce
FLQFLQ POLITICS a terrorist organization seeking the secession of Quebec from Canada. Full

form Front de Libération du Québec (NOTE: From the French, ‘Quebec Liberation
Front’.)

F/LtF/Lt MILITARY Flight Lieutenant
Flt LtFlt Lt MILITARY Flight Lieutenant
Flt SgtFlt Sgt MILITARY Flight Sergeant
fmfm 1. MEASUREMENTS fathom 2. RADIO frequency modulation 3. ONLINE (Federated States

of) Micronesia (NOTE: The abbreviation fm is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

FmFm CHEMICAL ELEMENTS fermium
FMFM 1. ARMY field manual 2. ENGINEERING a parameter or characteristic of a machine,

component, or instrument that is used as a measure of its performance. Full form figure
of merit 3. RADIO frequency modulation 4. GEOGRAPHY (Federated States of) Micronesia

FMAFMA FINANCE Fund Managers’ Association
FMCGFMCG COMMERCE fast-moving consumer goods
fmlfml formal
FMSFMS 1. PSYCHOLOGY a situation in which examination, therapy, or hypnosis has elicited

apparent memories, especially of childhood abuse, that are disputed by family members
and often traumatic to the patient. Full form false memory syndrome 2.
MANUFACTURING flexible manufacturing system 3. AVIAT flight management system

FNMAFNMA US FINANCE Federal National Mortgage Association
FNQFNQ GEOGRAPHY Far North Queensland
fofo ONLINE Faroe Islands (NOTE: The abbreviation fo is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
FOFO 1. FINANCE finance officer 2. GOVERNMENT Foreign Office
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fo.fo. PUBLISHING folio (NOTE: The abbreviation fo., followed by a number, is used in
publishing to refer to a particular sheet of a manuscript or page of a book.)

FOBFOB SHIPPING with the cost of delivery to a port and loading onto a ship included, as
opposed to free alongside ship (FAS). Full form free on board

FoCFoC HUMAN RESOURCES a shop steward representing members of a trade union in a
printing office or publishing house. Full form father of the chapel

FODFOD TELECOMMUNICATIONS fax-on-demand
FoEFoE ENVIRONMENT Friends of the Earth
FOKFOK FINANCE an order to either execute a transaction immediately and in full, or, if not

possible, to cancel it. Full form fill or kill
FOLFOL ANZ POLITICS Federation of Labour
FORFOR COMMERCE with the cost of delivery to a railway station and loading onto a train

included. Full form free on rail
for.for. 1. foreign 2. forestry
forexforex /	fɔ�reks/ FINANCE foreign exchange
FORTRANFORTRAN /	fɔ�tr�n/ COMPUTING the earliest high-level computer programming

language. Full form formula translation
4GL4GL COMPUTING fourth-generation language
4WD4WD AUTOMOTIVE four-wheel drive
FOXFOX /fɒks/ FINANCE Futures and Options Exchange
FPAFPA FINANCE Financial Planning Association of Australia
fpsfps 1. MEASUREMENTS feet per second 2. MEASUREMENTS foot-pound-second (NOTE: The fps

system uses the foot, pound, and second as the basic units for length, mass, and time,
respectively. It has been largely replaced by the SI system in scientific contexts.) 3.
PHOTOGRAPHY a measure of camera shutter speed. Full form frames per second

FPSFPS COMPUTER GAMES 1. first person shooter 2. a measure of the rate of screen
refreshment in a real-time computer game. Full form frames per second

FPUFPU COMPUTING a CPU unit that can process numbers expressed in floating-point notation
very quickly. Full form floating-point unit

frfr ONLINE France (NOTE: The abbreviation fr is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

FrFr 1. CHRISTIANITY Father 2. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS francium
FRFR BUILDINGS family room (used in property advertisements)
fr.fr. 1. fragment 2. from
Fr.Fr. 1. MONEY franc 2. GEOGRAPHY France 3. the German equivalent of Mrs. Full form Frau

4. LANGUAGE French 5. CHRISTIANITY Friar 6. CALENDAR Friday
f.r.f.r. PUBLISHING folio recto (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘on the right-hand page’.)
FRBFRB US 1. BANKING Federal Reserve Bank 2. FINANCE Federal Reserve Board
FRCSFRCS SURGERY Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons
freq.freq. 1. frequency 2. GRAMMAR used to describe a verb or affix that expresses repeated

action. Full form frequentative 3. frequently
FRGFRG GEOGRAPHY the full official name for Germany. Full form Federal Republic of

Germany
Fri.Fri. CALENDAR Friday
Frl.Frl. the German equivalent of Miss. Full form Fräulein
FRNFRN FINANCE loans arranged by a bank which are not at a fixed rate of interest. Full form

floating rate note
FROMFROM /	ef rɒm/ COMPUTING fusible read-only memory
FRSFRS SCIENCE Fellow of the Royal Society
FRSBFRSB FINANCE Financial Reporting Standards Board
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FRYFRY GEOGRAPHY the full official name for the former state of Yugoslavia (now in two
separate states, Macedonia, and Serbia and Montenegro). Full form Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia

FSAFSA 1. ARTS Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries 2. FINANCE Financial Services Authority 3.
FOOD INDUSTRY Food Standards Agency

FSAVCFSAVC PENSIONS an AVC which is run by an independent pension fund company and not
by the investor’s employer. Full form free-standing additional voluntary
contribution

FSBFSB BUSINESS Federation of Small Businesses
FSHFSH 1. BIOCHEMISTRY a hormone that stimulates the growth of egg follicles in the ovaries

and the making of sperm in the testes. Full form follicle-stimulating hormone 2.
AUTOMOTIVE full service history (NOTE: The abbreviation FSH is seen in used-car
advertisements, indicating that documentary evidence of routine maintenance on the
vehicle is available.)

FSIFSI MARKETING a separate piece of advertising matter inserted into a newspaper or similar
for wide distribution. Full form free-standing insert

ftft 1. MEASUREMENTS foot 2. MILITARY fort
FTFT PRESS Financial Times
FTCFTC US BUSINESS Federal Trade Commission
fth.fth. MEASUREMENTS fathom
FTPFTP COMPUTING a standard procedure that allows one computer to transfer files to and

from another over a network such as the Internet. Full form file transfer protocol
FTSEFTSE STOCK EXCHANGE Financial Times Stock Exchange 100 Index

The abbreviation FTSE (informally called Footsie) is used for a number of share indexes,
including the FTSE 100 (a measure of the 100 largest companies in Britain), the 250
(concerned with medium-sized companies) and the TMT (technology, media and telecoms
companies).

fur.fur. MEASUREMENTS furlong
furn.furn. furnished (used in property advertisements)
fut.fut. 1. future 2. FINANCE futures
f.v.f.v. PUBLISHING folio verso (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘on the left-hand page’.)
fwdfwd forward
FWDFWD AUTOMOTIVE 1. four-wheel drive 2. front-wheel drive
FWIWFWIW ONLINE for what it’s worth (used in e-mails)
fxfx ONLINE France, Metropolitan (NOTE: The abbreviation fx is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot. The term distinguishes European France from its overseas
departments.)

FXFX 1. CINEMA (special) effects (NOTE: The abbreviation FX reflects the sound, rather than
the spelling, of the full form.) 2. FINANCE foreign exchange

FYFY FINANCE financial year
FYIFYI ONLINE for your information (used in e-mails and office memos)
FYMFYM AGRICULTURE farmyard manure
FYROMFYROM GEOGRAPHY Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (NOTE: FYR Macedonia

became independent from Yugoslavia in 1991.)
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gg 1. PHYSICS acceleration of free fall as a result of gravity 2. gauge 3. GRAMMAR gender 4.

MEASUREMENTS gram 5. MONEY guilder 6. MONEY guinea
GG 1. ELECTRICITY conductance 2. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS gauss 3. SOCIAL SCIENCE gay (NOTE:

The abbreviation G is used in personal advertisements.) 4. SCIENCE Gibbs free energy
(NOTE: The abbreviation G is italicized in this sense.) 5. MEASUREMENTS, COMPUTING giga-
6. EDUCATION good (NOTE: The abbreviation G is italicized in this sense.) 7. MEASUREMENTS

gram 8. PHYSICS gravitational constant (NOTE: The abbreviation G is used in marking
students’ work.) 9. ONLINE grin(ning) (used in Internet chat rooms and text messages) 10.
BIOCHEMISTRY guanine 11. MONEY guilder 12. MONEY guinea 13. GEOGRAPHY Gulf

G5G5 FINANCE a group of 5 leading countries that agree to cooperate on economic and
monetary issues. Full form Group of Five (NOTE: The five countries are Japan, France,
Germany, the UK and the U.S.A.)

G7G7 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS the group of the seven most industrialized nations in the
world that met to discuss and draw up global economic policies before they were joined
by Russia to form the Group of Eight (G8). The seven were Canada, France, (West)
Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Full form Group of
Seven

G8G8 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS the group of the eight most industrialized nations in the
world, comprising Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom,
and the United States. Representatives from these countries meet regularly to discuss
and draw up global economic policies. Full form Group of Eight

G10G10 FINANCE a group of 10 major world banks linked to the Bank for International
Settlement (BIS). Full form Group of Ten

gaga ONLINE Gabon (NOTE: The abbreviation ga is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

GaGa CHEMICAL ELEMENTS gallium
GAGA 1. LAW general agent 2. General Assembly (of the United Nations) 3. SHIPPING,

INSURANCE general average 4. MAIL Georgia (NOTE: The abbreviation GA is part of the US
sorting code on the last line of a Georgia address.) 5. ONLINE go ahead (used in e-mails,
text messages and Internet chat rooms)

GAAPGAAP /��p/ ACCOUNTING a summary of best practice in accountancy, with no legal
status. Full form generally accepted accounting principles

GABGAB FINANCE general arrangements to borrow
GABAGABA /	��bə/ BIOCHEMISTRY gamma-aminobutyric acid
GAFIAGAFIA ONLINE get away from it all (used in e-mails)
GALGAL ONLINE get a life (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat rooms)
gal.gal. MEASUREMENTS gallon
Gal.Gal. BIBLE Galatians
gall.gall. MEASUREMENTS gallon
galv.galv. 1. ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING galvanic 2. galvanized
G & TG & T BEVERAGES gin and tonic (NOTE: The abbreviation G & T is chiefly used in informal

conversation.)
GASGAS ACCOUNTING Government Accountancy Service
GATTGATT /��t/ COMMERCE General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
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gaz.gaz. 1. PRESS gazette 2. PUBLISHING gazetteer
GbGb MEASUREMENTS, COMPUTING gigabyte
GBGB 1. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS gilbert 2. GEOGRAPHY Great Britain
GBEGBE 1. MILITARY Knight or Dame Grand Cross of the (Order of the) British Empire (NOTE:

The abbreviation GBE is used as a title: Christina Massey GBE.) 2. BUSINESS Government
Business Enterprise

GBHGBH CRIME grievous bodily harm
The abbreviation GBH has entered the language as a noun in its own right. It is sometimes
used figuratively to denote any serious attack, not necessarily physical, especially in the slang
phrase GBH of the earhole, which denotes incessant talking, nagging, or complaining.

GBLTGBLT SOCIAL SCIENCE gay, bisexual, lesbian, or transgender
GbyteGbyte MEASUREMENTS, COMPUTING gigabyte
GcGc MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS gigacycle
GCGC MILITARY George Cross
GCBGCB MILITARY Knight or Dame Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath (NOTE: The

abbreviation GCB is used as a title: Sir William Harpole, CGB.)
GCEGCE EDUCATION an examination for secondary-school pupils in England and Wales at

Advanced level (A level) and formerly at Ordinary level (O level), set and marked by
various independent examination boards. At Ordinary level it has been replaced by the
GCSE. Full form General Certificate of Education

GCHGCH INDUST gas central heating (used in property advertisements)
GCHQGCHQ GOVERNMENT Government Communications Headquarters
GCMGCM ECOLOGY general circulation model
GCMGGCMG MILITARY Grand Cross of the Order of St Michael and St George

The honours CMG, KCMG, and GCMG, awarded in that order, are facetiously said to stand
for ‘call me God’, ‘kindly call me God’, and ‘God calls me God’. These alternative meanings
were popularised by an episode of the series ’Yes, Minister’ televised in 1981.

GCSGCS MEDICINE a system for assessing the severity of brain impairment in somebody with
a brain injury using the sum of scores given for eye opening, verbal, and motor
responses. A high score of fifteen indicates no impairment and a score of eight or less
indicates severe impairment. Full form Glasgow coma scale

GCSEGCSE EDUCATION an examination for 16-year-olds in England and Wales that includes
assessment of work completed during the course. It replaced the General Certificate of
Education (GCE) O level and the Certificate of Secondary Education (CSE). � She left
school with five GCSEs. Full form General Certificate of Secondary Education (NOTE:
The abbreviation GCSE is used as a noun in its own right, referring to an examination
or qualification at this level in a single subject.)

GCVGCV PHYSICS gross calorific value
GCVOGCVO MILITARY Grand Cross of the Victorian Order (NOTE: The abbreviation GCVO is used

as a title.)
gdgd ONLINE Grenada (NOTE: The abbreviation gd is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
GdGd CHEMICAL ELEMENTS gadolinium
GD&RFGD&RF ONLINE grinning, ducking, and running fast (used in e-mails, text messages and

Internet chat rooms)
GD&WVVFGD&WVVF ONLINE grinning, ducking, and walking very very fast (used in e-mails, text

messages and Internet chat rooms)
GDCGDC DENTISTRY General Dental Council
GDIGDI COMPUTING graphics device interface
GdnsGdns ROADS Gardens (NOTE: The abbreviation Gdns is used in addresses.)
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GDPGDP ECONOMICS the total value of all goods and services produced within a country in a
year, minus net income from investments in other countries. Full form gross domestic
product

GDRGDR 1. GEOGRAPHY the former republic of East Germany. Full form German Democratic
Republic 2. ONLINE grinning, ducking, and running (used in e-mails, text messages and
Internet chat rooms)

gege ONLINE Georgia (NOTE: The abbreviation ge is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

GeGe CHEMICAL ELEMENTS germanium
GEBGEB FINANCE an investment that guarantees not to fall below the original amount

invested. Full form Guaranteed Equity Bond
gen.gen. 1. gender 2. general 3. GRAMMAR genitive 4. BIOLOGY genus
Gen.Gen. 1. MILITARY General 2. BIBLE Genesis
geog.geog. 1. geographic 2. geographical 3. geography
geol.geol. 1. geologic 2. geological 3. geology
geom.geom. 1. geometric 2. geometrical 3. geometry
GERDGERD MEDICINE a condition in which stomach acids repeatedly reflux over the

oesophagus, damaging its surface. Full form gastroesophageal reflux disease (NOTE:
The UK spelling is gastro-oesophageal reflux disease (GORD).)

GeVGeV MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS giga-electron volt
gfgf ONLINE French Guiana (NOTE: The abbreviation gf is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
GFGF ONLINE girlfriend (used in e-mails and text messages)
GFNGFN ONLINE gone for now (used in e-mails and Internet chat rooms)
GFRGFR 1. glomerular filtration rate 2. COMPUTING a file-removal utility designed to reclaim

hard drive storage space. Full form grim file reaper
gggg ONLINE Guernsey (NOTE: The abbreviation gg is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
GGGG 1. YOUTH ORG Girl Guides 2. ONLINE got game (used in Internet chat rooms and text

messages) 3. ONLINE gotta go (used in Internet chat rooms and text messages) 4. POLITICS

Governor General
ggegge BUILDINGS garage (used in property advertisements)
ghgh ONLINE Ghana (NOTE: The abbreviation gh is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
GHGH BIOCHEMISTRY growth hormone
GHBGHB DRUGS a chemical compound that occurs naturally in animals, used for treating

anxiety and as an anaesthetic. Full form gammahydroxybutyrate
GHIGHI MARKETING the number of viewers that a television advertising spot is guaranteed by

the seller of the airtime to reach. Full form guaranteed homes impressions
GHQGHQ MILITARY the headquarters of an organization, especially a military headquarters

commanded by a general. Full form general headquarters
GHRGHR MARKETING guaranteed homes ratings. � GHI
GHzGHz MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS gigahertz
gigi ONLINE Gibraltar (NOTE: The abbreviation gi is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
GIGI 1. METALLURGY galvanized iron 2. ANATOMY gastrointestinal

The abbreviation GI, stamped on various items of US military equipment made of galvanized
iron and subsequently reinterpreted as an abbreviation of ‘government issue’, gave rise to the
nickname GI for a soldier in the US armed forces.

GIBGIB FINANCE Guaranteed Income Bond
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GIFTGIFT /�ft/ MEDICINE a method of assisted conception in which eggs are removed from a
woman’s ovary, mixed with sperm, and placed in one of her fallopian tubes. Full form
gamete intrafallopian transfer

GIGOGIGO /	�a�əυ/ COMPUTING the principle that a computer program or process is only as
good as the ideas or data put into it. Full form garbage in, garbage out

gimmegimme /	�mi/ give me
GINOGINO COMPUTING graphical input/output
GISGIS GEOGRAPHY geographic information system
GIVGIV LAW a gift made by one living person to another, as opposed to money or property

left in a will. Full form gift inter vivos (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘(gift) between living
people’.)

GLAGLA BIOCHEMISTRY an essential fatty acid required to form prostaglandins, found in high
concentrations in evening primrose oil and borage oil. It can be taken as a dietary
supplement for menstrual disorders and for the pain of arthritis. Full form gamma
linolenic acid

GLBTGLBT gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender
GLCGLC 1. CHEMISTRY gas-liquid chromatography 2. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION the local

government administrative body for Greater London between 1965 and 1986. Full form
Greater London Council (NOTE: The Greater London Authority currently administers
the region.)

Glos.Glos. Gloucestershire
gmgm 1. ONLINE Gambia (NOTE: The abbreviation gm is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.) 2. GENETICS genetically modified 3. MEASUREMENTS gram
GMGM 1. MANAGEMENT general manager 2. GENETICS genetically modified 3. GENETICS genetic

modification 4. MILITARY George Medal 5. CHESS grand master 6. EDUCATION grant-
maintained 7. COMMERCE gross margin 8. ARMS guided missile

GmbHGmbH COMMERCE Gesellschaft mit beschrankter Haftung (NOTE: From the German,
‘company with restricted liability’.)

GMCGMC MEDICINE General Medical Council
GMOGMO GENETICS genetically modified organism
GMPGMP PENSIONS guaranteed minimum pension
GMSGMS EDUCATION grant-maintained status
GMTGMT TIME Greenwich Mean Time
GMTAGMTA ONLINE great minds think alike (used in e-mails)
GMWGMW CHEMISTRY gram-molecular weight
gngn ONLINE Guinea (NOTE: The abbreviation gn is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
GNDGND ELECTRICITY the US equivalent of earth (an electrical connection intended to carry

current safely away from a circuit in the event of a fault). Full form ground
GNMAGNMA FINANCE government national mortgage association
GNPGNP ECONOMICS the total value of all goods and services produced within a country in a

year, including net income from investments in other countries. Full form gross
national product

GNVQGNVQ EDUCATION a qualification designed to provide vocationally oriented skills and
knowledge for progression from school to employment or university. Full form General
National Vocational Qualification (NOTE: The abbreviation GNVQ is used as a noun
in its own right.)

GOCGOC OPHTHALMOLOGY General Optical Council
gonnagonna /	��nə/ going to
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GOQGOQ BUSINESS circumstances under which a person could be lawfully employed or
dismissed on the grounds of their gender, age or similar, i.e. that being of the correct
gender or age is a GOQ of the position. For example, a man could be lawfully denied
employment on a chat line which advertises its employees as female. Full form genuine
occupational qualification

GORDGORD MEDICINE a condition in which stomach acids repeatedly reflux over the
oesophagus, damaging its surface. Full form gastro-oesophageal reflux disease
(NOTE: The US spelling is gastresophageal reflux disease (GERD).)

GOSUBGOSUB /	�əυs�b/ COMPUTING a programming command that executes a routine then
returns to the following instruction. Full form go to subroutine

GOTOGOTO /	�əυtu�/ COMPUTING a programming command that instructs a jump to another
point or routine in the program (NOTE: GOTO is not an abbreviation, it simply means ‘go
to’.)

GOTSGOTS MARKETING the total number of people exposed to a particular advert or insert. Full
form gross opportunity to see

govgov ONLINE government organization (NOTE: The abbreviation gov is seen at the end of
Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)

gov.gov. 1. government 2. governor
govtgovt government
gpgp ONLINE Guadeloupe (NOTE: The abbreviation gp is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
GPGP 1. MUSIC general pause 2. HEALTH SERVICES general practice 3. HEALTH SERVICES a doctor

who deals with patients’ general medical problems, either at a surgery or (sometimes)
at their homes. Full form general practitioner (NOTE: The abbreviation GP is used as a
noun in its own right in this sense and has largely replaced the full form in everyday
usage.) 4. SPORTS Grand Prix

GPIGPI MEDICINE a condition that occurs in the late stages of syphilis and is characterized by
dementia, speech difficulty, and inability to move. Full form general paralysis of the
insane

GPIAGPIA COMPUTING general purpose interface adapter
GPIBGPIB COMPUTING general purpose interface bus
GPMGPM FINANCE graduated payment mortgage
GPMUGPMU HUMAN RESOURCES Graphical, Paper, and Media Union
GPOGPO MAIL the former name for the organization now know as the post office (PO) in the

United Kingdom. Full form General Post Office
GPPGPP ECOLOGY gross primary productivity
GPRSGPRS ONLINE a system that provides immediate and continuous access to the Internet

from wireless devices such as mobile phones. Full form general packet radio service
gpsgps MEASUREMENTS gallons per second
GPSGPS 1. NAVIGATION a worldwide navigation system that uses information received from

orbiting satellites. Full form Global Positioning System (NOTE: The abbreviation GPS is
used as a noun to refer to the system itself or to a navigational device using this system.)
2. Aus EDUCATION Great Public Schools

GPUGPU POLITICS the Soviet secret police, from 1922 to 1923. Full form Gosudarstvennoe
politicheskoe upravlenie (NOTE: From the Russian, ‘State Political Directorate’.)

gqgq ONLINE Equatorial Guinea (NOTE: The abbreviation gq is seen at the end of Internet
addresses, preceded by a dot.)

grgr 1. MEASUREMENTS grain 2. ONLINE Greece (NOTE: The abbreviation gr is seen at the end
of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)

gr.gr. 1. grade 2. MEASUREMENTS grain 3. MEASUREMENTS gram 4. MEASUREMENTS gross
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Gr.Gr. 1. GEOGRAPHY Greece 2. LANGUAGE Greek
GR8GR8 ONLINE great (NOTE: The abbreviation GR8, used in e-mails and text messages, is one

of many that use the number 8 to represent its sound.)
grad.grad. 1. gradient 2. graduated
gram.gram. 1. grammar 2. grammatical
GRPGRP 1. INDUSTRY glass-reinforced plastic 2. MARKETING a measure of the total number of

exposures to advertising during a particular media schedule. Full form gross rating
point

gr. wtgr. wt COMMERCE gross weight
gsgs ONLINE South Georgia (NOTE: The abbreviation gs is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
GSGS 1. POLITICS General Secretary 2. MILITARY general staff
GSAGSA US POLITICS General Services Administration
GSMGSM TELECOMMUNICATIONS an international wireless communications network for mobile

phones. Full form Global System for Mobile Communications
GSOHGSOH good sense of humour (NOTE: The abbreviation GSOH is used in personal

advertisements.)
GSPGSP BUSINESS legislation allowing industrialised countries to charge preferential import

tariffs to selected other countries in order to encourage their industrialisation. Full form
Generalized System of Preferences

GSRGSR 1. PHYSIOLOGY a change in the electrical conductivity of the skin caused by sweating
and increased blood flow and linked to a strong emotion such as fear. Full form
galvanic skin response 2. ASTRONOMY global solar radiation

GSTGST FINANCE in Canada and New Zealand, a value-added tax charged on all goods and
services. Full form goods and services tax

GSTTGSTT FINANCE generation-skipping transfer tax
gtgt ONLINE Guatemala (NOTE: The abbreviation gt is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
GTGT AUTOMOTIVE Gran Turismo (NOTE: The abbreviation GT, from the Italian, ‘grand

touring’, is used as part of the name of a high-performance car.)
GTCGTC BUSINESS good till cancelled
GTGGTG ONLINE got to go (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat rooms)
GTiGTi AUTOMOTIVE Gran Turismo injection (NOTE: The abbreviation GTi, from the Italian,

‘grand touring (injection)’, is used as part of the name of a high-performance car.)
gTLDgTLD ONLINE the portion of an Internet address that identifies it as belonging to a specific

generic domain class (e.g. com, edu, or gov). Full form generic top-level domain
GTTGTT MEDICINE glucose tolerance test
gugu ONLINE Guam (NOTE: The abbreviation gu is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
GUGU 1. MEDICINE gastric ulcer 2. PHYSIOLOGY genitourinary 3. GEOGRAPHY Guam
GUIGUI /	�u�i/ COMPUTING a user interface on a computer that relies on icons, menus, and a

mouse rather than typed commands. Full form graphical user interface
GUMGUM MEDICINE genitourinary medicine
GUTGUT /��t/ PHYSICS the theory that all known processes in the universe are caused by the

same original energetic force. Full form Grand Unified Theory
GVWGVW MEASUREMENTS, AUTOMOTIVE gross vehicle weight
gwgw ONLINE Guinea-Bissau (NOTE: The abbreviation gw is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
GWGW 1. E-COMMERCE (payment) gateway 2. MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY gigawatt
GWhGWh MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY gigawatt-hour
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GWIGWI MILITARY the war of 1991 following the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq. Full form Gulf
War I

GWIIGWII MILITARY the war fought in the spring of 2003 against Iraq by a coalition of US,
British, Spanish and other forces. Full form Gulf War II

gygy ONLINE Guyana (NOTE: The abbreviation gy is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

GyGy MEASUREMENTS, NUCLEAR PHYSICS gray
gynaecol.gynaecol. 1. gynaecological 2. gynaecologist 3. gynaecology
Gy SgtGy Sgt MILITARY Gunnery Sergeant
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hh 1. harbour 2. hard 3. hardness 4. MEASUREMENTS hecto- 5. height 6. high 7. BASEBALL hit

8. horizontal 9. MUSIC horn 10. HEALTH SERVICES hospital 11. hot 12. MEASUREMENTS, TIME

hour 13. hundred 14. husband 15. PHYSICS Planck’s constant
HH 1. PHYSICS enthalpy 2. harbour 3. hard (NOTE: The abbreviation H, when used on pencils,

indicates that the lead is hard.) 4. hardness 5. MATHEMATICS Hamiltonian function 6.
height 7. MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY henry 8. high 9. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS hydrogen

H2H2 ONLINE how to (used in e-mails)
haha MEASUREMENTS hectare
HAHA HEALTH SERVICES health authority
Ha.Ha. GEOGRAPHY 1. Haiti 2. Haitian 3. Hawaiian
Hab.Hab. BIBLE Habakkuk
hadn’thadn’t /	h�d(ə)nt/ had not
Hag.Hag. BIBLE Haggai
HAIHAI MEDICINE hospital acquired infection
HANDHAND ONLINE have a nice day (used in e-mails)
h & ch & c hot and cold (water)
Hants.Hants. GEOGRAPHY Hampshire (NOTE: The abbreviation Hants. is derived from the Old

English Hantum + Scir meaning ‘-shire’.)
hasn’thasn’t /	h�z(ə)nt/ has not
HAVHAV MEDICINE hepatitis A virus
haven’thaven’t /	h�v(ə)nt/ have not
HAZHAZ MEDICINE health action zone
HAZMATHAZMAT /	h�zm�t/ INDUSTRY hazardous material
HbHb BIOCHEMISTRY haemoglobin
HBHB 1. hard black (NOTE: The abbreviation HB, when used on pencils, indicates that the

lead is midway between hard (H) and soft (B).) 2. ONLINE hurry back (used in e-mails, text
messages and Internet chat rooms)

HBMHBM 1. Her Britannic Majesty 2. His Britannic Majesty
HBVHBV MEDICINE hepatitis B virus
HCHC GOVERNMENT House of Commons
HCFHCF MATHEMATICS highest common factor
HCFCHCFC a gas containing carbon, chlorine, fluorine, and hydrogen that has been identified

as being less damaging to the ozone layer than CFCs. Full form
hydrochlorofluorocarbon

hCGhCG BIOCHEMISTRY a hormone that helps to maintain a pregnancy. Full form human
chorionic gonadotrophin

HCHSHCHS HEALTH SERVICES Health and Community Health Services
HCIHCI COMPUTING 1. a piece of software enabling different external modules to access

Bluetooth hardware in the same uniform way. Full form host controller interface 2.
human-computer interaction

HClHCl CHEMISTRY hydrochloric acid
HCNHCN CHEMISTRY hydrocyanic acid
hdhd 1. hand 2. head
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HDHD 1. COMPUTING half duplex 2. COMPUTING hard disk 3. COMPUTING hard drive 4. INDUSTRY

heavy-duty 5. high-density
HDDHDD COMPUTING hard disk drive
HDLHDL BIOCHEMISTRY an aggregate of fat and protein that transports cholesterol away from

the arteries. Full form high-density lipoprotein
HDLCHDLC COMPUTING high-level data link control
HDSLHDSL TELECOMMUNICATIONS high-bit-rate (or high-data-rate) digital subscriber line
HDTVHDTV TV high definition television
HDXHDX COMPUTING half duplex
HeHe CHEMICAL ELEMENTS helium
HEHE 1. Her Excellency 2. CHRISTIANITY His Eminence 3. His Excellency
Heb.Heb. 1. LANGUAGE Hebrew 2. BIBLE Hebrews
Hebr.Hebr. 1. LANGUAGE Hebrew 2. BIBLE Hebrews
HECSHECS /heks/ Aus EDUCATION Higher Education Contribution Scheme
he’dhe’d /hi�d/ 1. he had 2. he would
he’llhe’ll /hi�l/ 1. he shall 2. he will
her.her. 1. heraldic 2. heraldry
Herts.Herts. GEOGRAPHY Hertfordshire
he’she’s /hi�z/ 1. he has 2. he is
hexhex COMPUTING hexadecimal
HEXHEX /heks/ STOCK EXCHANGE Helsinki Stock Exchange
hex.hex. 1. hexagon 2. hexagonal
HfHf CHEMICAL ELEMENTS hafnium
HFHF high frequency
HFCHFC CHEMISTRY hydrofluorocarbon
HFEAHFEA HEALTH SERVICES Human Fertilization and Embryology Authority
HFSHFS COMPUTING hierarchical filing system
hghg 1. BIOCHEMISTRY haemoglobin 2. MEASUREMENTS hectogram
HgHg CHEMICAL ELEMENTS mercury
HGHG 1. Her Grace 2. His Grace
HGHHGH BIOCHEMISTRY human growth hormone
HGPRTHGPRT MEDICINE an enzyme that is responsible for controlling the level of uric acid in the

body. Full form hypoxanthine guanine phosphoribosyl transferase (NOTE: Lesch-
Nyhan Syndrome, a rare genetic disorder causing involuntary convulsive movements and
impaired kidney function, is caused by a deficiency in HGPRT.)

HGVHGV VEHICLES heavy goods vehicle (NOTE: Although such a vehicle is now officially known
as a large goods vehicle (LGV), the abbreviation HGV is still in everyday use as a noun
in its own right.)

hhhh MEASUREMENTS hands (NOTE: The abbreviation hh is used in measuring a horse’s height.)
HHHH 1. double hard (NOTE: The abbreviation HH, when used on pencils, indicates that the

lead is very hard.) 2. Her Highness 3. LAW Her Honour 4. His Highness 5. CHRISTIANITY His
Holiness 6. LAW His Honour

HIHI 1. MAIL Hawaii (NOTE: The abbreviation HI is part of the US sorting code on the last line
of a Hawaii address.) 2. MEDICINE hearing-impaired

HibHib /hb/ MICROBIOLOGY a bacterium that causes meningitis. Full form Haemophilus
influenzae type B (NOTE: The Hib vaccine, usually given in the first year of life, protects
against the form of meningitis that is caused by this bacterium.)

HIHHIH 1. Her Imperial Highness 2. His Imperial Highness
HIMHIM 1. Her Imperial Majesty 2. His Imperial Majesty
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Hind.Hind. 1. LANGUAGE Hindi 2. RELIGION Hindu 3. GEOGRAPHY Hindustan 4. LANGUAGE

Hindustani
HISHIS HEALTH SERVICES Health Information Service
hist.hist. 1. MEDICINE histology 2. historic 3. historical 4. history
HIVHIV MICROBIOLOGY either of two strains of a retrovirus, HIV-1 or HIV-2, that destroys the

immune system’s helper T cells, the loss of which causes Aids. Full form human
immunodeficiency virus

The abbreviation HIV is used as a noun in its own right, and the full form is rarely encountered
in general usage. A test for antibodies to HIV in the bloodstream can reveal whether a person
is infected with the virus (HIV-positive).

hkhk ONLINE Hong Kong (NOTE: The abbreviation hk is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

HKHK 1. GOVERNMENT the lower house of the legislature of the Isle of Man. Full form House
of Keys 2. ONLINE hugs and kisses (used in e-mails)

hlhl MEASUREMENTS hectolitre
HLHL GOVERNMENT House of Lords
HLAHLA IMMUNOLOGY the major antigen compatibility complex in humans that is genetically

determined and is involved in cell self-identification and histocompatibility (compatibility
of donor tissues and blood with the body’s own in transplant and transfusion
procedures). Full form human leucocyte (or lymphocyte) antigen

HLDLCHLDLC COMPUTING high-level data link control
HLLHLL COMPUTING high-level language
HLSHLS COMPUTING a method of defining and describing colour in computer displays. Full

form hue, lightness, saturation
hmhm 1. MEASUREMENTS hectometre 2. ONLINE Heard & McDonald Islands (NOTE: The

abbreviation hm is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
HMHM 1. EDUCATION headmaster 2. EDUCATION headmistress 3. MUSIC heavy metal 4. Her

Majesty 5. His Majesty
HMAHMA COMPUTING high memory area
HMASHMAS NAVY 1. Her Majesty’s Australian Ship 2. His Majesty’s Australian Ship
HMCEHMCE GOVERNMENT 1. Her Majesty’s Customs and Excise 2. His Majesty’s Customs and

Excise
HMCSHMCS NAVY 1. Her Majesty’s Canadian Ship 2. His Majesty’s Canadian Ship
HMFHMF MILITARY 1. Her Majesty’s Forces 2. His Majesty’s Forces
HMGHMG GOVERNMENT 1. Her Majesty’s Government 2. His Majesty’s Government
HMIHMI 1. EDUCATION Her Majesty’s Inspector (of Schools) 2. EDUCATION His Majesty’s

Inspector (of Schools) 3. COMPUTING human-machine interface
HMIPHMIP ENVIRONMENT 1. Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Pollution 2. His Majesty’s

Inspectorate of Pollution
HMOHMO 1. HEALTH SERVICES Health Maintenance Organization 2. SOCIAL SCIENCES a house in

which two or more households share basic facilities. Full form house in multiple
occupation

HMSHMS 1. Her Majesty’s Service 2. NAVY Her Majesty’s Ship 3. His Majesty’s Service 4. NAVY

His Majesty’s Ship
HMSOHMSO PUBLISHING 1. Her Majesty’s Stationery Office 2. His Majesty’s Stationery Office
HMTHMT FINANCE 1. Her Majesty’s Treasury 2. His Majesty’s Treasury
hnhn ONLINE Honduras (NOTE: The abbreviation hn is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
HnHn CHEMICAL ELEMENTS hahnium
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HNCHNC EDUCATION a UK qualification in a technical subject that is recognized by many
professional and technical establishments. Full form Higher National Certificate
(NOTE: The abbreviation HNC is used as a noun in its own right.)

HNDHND EDUCATION a UK post-school vocational award that requires the equivalent of two
years’ full-time study and is generally regarded as roughly equivalent to a university pass
degree. Full form Higher National Diploma (NOTE: The abbreviation HND is used as a
noun in its own right.)

HoHo CHEMICAL ELEMENTS holmium
HOASHOAS ONLINE hold on a second (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat rooms)
HOFHOF 1. ONLINE hall of fame (NOTE: The abbreviation HOF is used in IP addresses to denote

pages featuring a hall of fame: ‘www.baseballplayers.com/hof’.) 2. COMPUTING head of
form

hon.hon. 1. honorary 2. honourable
Hon.Hon. 1. Honorary 2. used as a courtesy title for the children of some members of the

aristocracy. Full form Honourable
HonsHons EDUCATION Honours (NOTE: The abbreviation Hons is used to denote an honours

degree, as in BA Hons.)
Hon. Sec.Hon. Sec. Honorary Secretary
HOQHOQ BUSINESS a matrix form assessing customer needs against production requirements

for ensuring quality when designing a new service or product. Full form house of
quality

hor.hor. 1. horizon 2. horizontal 3. horology
horol.horol. 1. horological 2. horology
hort.hort. PLANTS 1. horticultural 2. horticulture
Hos.Hos. BIBLE Hosea
HOVHOV VEHICLES high-occupancy vehicle
howe’erhowe’er /həυ |	eə/ however
hphp MEASUREMENTS horsepower
HPHP 1. PLANTS hardy perennial 2. high pressure 3. COMMERCE hire purchase 4. ONLINE home

page 5. MEASUREMENTS horsepower 6. GOVERNMENT Houses of Parliament
HPGLHPGL COMPUTING Hewlett Packard graphics language
HPIBHPIB COMPUTING Hewlett Packard interface bus
HP-PCLHP-PCL COMPUTING Hewlett Packard printer control language
HPVHPV MEDICINE a virus that causes warts in the genital area. Full form human papilloma

virus
HQHQ headquarters (NOTE: The abbreviation HQ is used as a noun in its own right.)
hrhr 1. ONLINE Croatia (NOTE: The abbreviation hr, from the Croatian, Hrvatska, is seen at the

end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.) 2. MEASUREMENTS, TIME hour
HRHR 1. POLITICS Home Rule 2. GOVERNMENT House of Representatives 3. COMMERCE the field

of business concerned with recruiting and managing employees. Full form human
resources

HRAHRA HEALTH health risk assessment
HREHRE 1. Holy Roman Emperor 2. Holy Roman Empire
HREOCHREOC LAW Human Rights and Equal Opportunities Commission
HRHHRH 1. Her Royal Highness 2. His Royal Highness
HRISHRIS COMMERCE human resource information system
HRMHRM COMMERCE human resources management
HRPHRP COMMERCE human resource planning
hrshrs MEASUREMENTS, TIME hours
HRTHRT MEDICINE hormone replacement therapy
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HsHs CHEMICAL ELEMENTS hassium
HSHS 1. EDUCATION high school 2. GOVERNMENT Home Secretary
HSBHSB COMPUTING a method of defining and describing colour in computer displays. Full

form hue, saturation, brightness
HSCHSC 1. GOVERNMENT Health and Safety Commission 2. Aus EDUCATION a qualification

taken by most students when they reach the end of secondary education (aged
approximately 16). Full form Higher School Certificate

HSEHSE GOVERNMENT Health and Safety Executive
HSHHSH 1. Her Serene Highness 2. His Serene Highness
HSIHSI COMPUTING a method of defining and describing colour in computer displays. Full

form hue, saturation, intensity
HSRCHSRC SCIENCE Human Sciences Research Council
HSTHST 1. FINANCE in some Canadian provinces, a tax combining the goods and services tax

(GST) and the provincial sales tax (PST). Full form harmonized sales tax 2. RAIL high-
speed train 3. ASTRONOMY Hubble Space Telescope 4. TRANSPORT hypersonic transport

HSVHSV COMPUTING a method of defining and describing colour in computer displays. Full
form hue, saturation, value

htht 1. ONLINE Haiti (NOTE: The abbreviation ht is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.) 2. heat 3. height

HTHT 1. SPORTS half-time 2. ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING high tension 3. OCEANOGRAPHY high tide
HTHHTH ONLINE (used in e-mails) 1. happy to help 2. hope this helps
HTLVHTLV MICROBIOLOGY human T-cell lymphotropic virus
HTLV-IHTLV-I MICROBIOLOGY a virus associated with cancers of the lymphatic system. Full form

human T-cell lymphotropic virus I
HTLV-IIHTLV-II MICROBIOLOGY a virus associated with leukaemia. Full form human T-cell

lymphotropic virus II
HTMLHTML ONLINE the markup language (i.e. language with coding added for layout and

style) used for creating documents on the World Wide Web. Full form HyperText
Markup Language

HtsHts GEOGRAPHY Heights (used on maps)
HTTPHTTP ONLINE the client/server protocol that defines how messages are formatted and

transmitted on the World Wide Web. Full form HyperText Transfer Protocol
huhu ONLINE Hungary (NOTE: The abbreviation hu is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
HUDHUD /h�d/ COMPUTING a display of instrument data projected onto a screen at eye level

so that a pilot or driver does not have to look down to see it. Full form head-up display
huminthumint /	hju�mnt/ intelligence information acquired from people in enemy territory.

Full form human intelligence
Hung.Hung. 1. LANGUAGE Hungarian 2. GEOGRAPHY Hungary
HUTHUT MARKETING a measure of potential audience used in advertising, referring to the

number of households estimated to be watching television at a given time in a particular
area. Full form households using television

hvhv PHYSICS high velocity
HVHV 1. HEALTH SERVICES health visitor 2. PHYSICS high velocity 3. ELECTRICITY high voltage
HVACHVAC CIVIL ENGINEERING heating, ventilation (or ventilating), and air conditioning
HWHW 1. ONLINE hardware 2. ENVIRONMENT hazardous waste 3. the highest level reached by

a stretch of water, e.g. the sea at high tide or a river during a flood. Full form high
water 4. CRICKET hit wicket 5. hot water

h.w.h.w. CRICKET hit wicket
HWMHWM high-water mark
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HWRHWR INDUST heavy water reactor
hwyhwy ROADS highway
HYCOSYHYCOSY MEDICINE a procedure examining for blockage of the fallopian tubes, used in

fertility testing. Full form hysterosalpingo-contrast sonography
hyp.hyp. 1. MATHEMATICS hypotenuse 2. hypothesis 3. hypothetical
hypoth.hypoth. 1. hypothesis 2. hypothetical
HYVHYV AGRICULTURE high-yielding variety
HzHz MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS Hertz
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ii 1. DENTISTRY incisor 2. BANKING interest 3. GRAMMAR intransitive 4. GEOGRAPHY island 5.

GEOGRAPHY isle 6. MATHEMATICS the imaginary number &#8730;-1
II 1. ELECTRICITY electric current 2. Imperial 3. PRINTING (single column) inch (used in

advertisements) 4. incumbent 5. independence 6. Independent 7. Inspector 8. Institute
9. instructor 10. intelligence 11. International 12. interpreter 13. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS

iodine 14. CHEMISTRY ionization potential 15. GEOGRAPHY Island 16. GEOGRAPHY Isle 17.
QUANTUM PHYSICS isospin 18. issue 19. PHYSICS moment of inertia 20. LOGIC a particular
affirmative categorical statement 21. MATHEMATICS unit matrix

IAIA MAIL Iowa (NOTE: The abbreviation IA is part of the US sorting code on the last line of
an Iowa address.)

IAAIAA 1. BIOCHEMISTRY a plant hormone that stimulates growth and root formation in
cuttings. Full form indoleacetic acid 2. MARKETING International Advertising Association

IAAFIAAF ATHLETICS International Amateur Athletic Federation
IABIAB 1. INDUSTRY Industrial Advisory Board 2. INDUSTRY Industrial Arbitration Board 3. ONLINE

Internet Activities Board
IACIAC ONLINE in any case (used in e-mails)
IAEIAE ONLINE in any event (used in e-mails)
IAEAIAEA INDUST International Atomic Energy Agency
IAFIAF AIR FORCE Indian Air Force
IAMIAM 1. MANAGEMENT Institute of Administrative Management 2. AUTOMOTIVE Institute of

Advanced Motorists 3. COMPUTING intermediate-access memory 4. ANATOMY a
passageway through which the auditory nerve carrying sound and balance signals to the
brain passes. Full form internal auditory meatus

IANAIANA ONLINE formerly, the US organisation that oversaw the assignation of Internet
protocol numbers to Internet service providers. Full form Internet Assigned Numbers
Authority (NOTE: The work is now undertaken by the global organisation ICANN.)

IAPIAP ONLINE Internet access provider
IARIAR COMPUTING a CPU register which contains the address of the next instruction to be

processed. Full form instruction address register
IARCIARC MEDICINE International Agency for Research on Cancer
IASIAS 1. COMPUTING image analysis system 2. COMPUTING immediate-access store 3. POLITICS

Indian Administrative Service 4. AVIAT indicated air speed 5. FINANCE a form issued by the
Australian Taxation Office on which businesses report income and calculate related
income tax payments. Full form instalment activity statement

IASCIASC ACCOUNTING International Accounting Standards Committee
IATAIATA /i�|	ɑ�tə/ AVIAT International Air Transport Association
IAUIAU 1. EDUCATION International Association of Universities 2. ASTRONOMY International

Astronomical Union
IAWIAW ONLINE in accordance with (used in e-mails)
IBIB 1. COMMERCE in bond 2. ARMS incendiary bomb 3. COMMERCE industrial business 4.

EDUCATION an examination in several subjects, taken by students in various countries,
that is approximately equivalent to GCE A level and is accepted as a qualification for
university entrance. Full form International Baccalaureate 5. BANKING investment
bank 6. COMMERCE invoice book
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ib.ib. ibidem (NOTE: The abbreviation ib., from the Latin, ‘in the same place’, is used before
a textual reference to a publication, chapter, or page already cited.)

IBAIBA 1. BROADCASTING Independent Broadcasting Authority 2. CHEMISTRY a synthetic plant
hormone that stimulates growth in stems. Full form indolebutyric acid 3. LAW

International Bar Association 4. BANKING Investment Bankers’ Association
IBDIBD 1. MEDICINE inflammatory bowel disease 2. ENGINEERING a method of depositing

protective thin film coatings on magnetic elements such as compact disks. Full form ion-
beam deposition

IBFIBF BOXING International Boxing Federation
IBGIBG COMPUTING a blank section of magnetic tape inserted between one block of data and

the next. Full form interblock gap
ibid.ibid. ibidem (NOTE: The abbreviation ibid., from the Latin, ‘in the same place’, is used

before a textual reference to a publication, chapter, or page already cited.)
IBOIBO BUSINESS an incident in which a business is bought wholesale by an outside investor,

often without involving the current management. Full form institutional buyout
IBRIBR BANKING Inter Bank Rate
IBRDIBRD BANKING the official name for the World Bank, a specialized agency of the United

Nations that guarantees loans to member nations for the purpose of reconstruction and
development. Full form International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

IBSIBS MEDICINE irritable bowel syndrome
ICIC ELECTRONICS a tiny complex of electronic components contained on a thin chip or wafer

of semiconducting material. Full form integrated circuit
i/ci/c 1. in charge 2. in command
ICAICA 1. ACCOUNTING Institute of Chartered Accountants 2. ARTS Institute of Contemporary

Arts 3. COMMERCE International Coffee Agreement 4. COMMERCE International
Commodity Agreement 5. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS International Cooperation
Administration

ICACICAC /	ak�k/ Aus POLICE in New South Wales, a body set up to investigate corruption in
the police force. Full form Independent Commission Against Corruption

ICAEWICAEW ACCOUNTING Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales
ICAIICAI ACCOUNTING Institute of Chartered Accountants in Ireland
ICANZICANZ ACCOUNTING Institute of Chartered Accountants of New Zealand
ICAOICAO AVIAT International Civil Aviation Organization
ICASICAS ACCOUNTING Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland
ICBMICBM ARMS intercontinental ballistic missile
ICCICC 1. COMMERCE International Chamber of Commerce 2. INTERNATIONAL LAW International

Criminal Court 3. COMMERCE Interstate Commerce Commission
ICCHICCH COMMERCE International Commodities Clearing House
ICEICE 1. MEDICINE ice, compress, elevation (NOTE: The acronym ICE refers to first-aid

treatment of injuries and bruises.) 2. CIVIL ENGINEERING Institution of Civil Engineers 3.
ENGINEERING internal-combustion engine 4. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS International Cultural
Exchange

ICFCICFC FINANCE Industrial and Commercial Finance Corporation
ICFTUICFTU HUMAN RESOURCES International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
IChemEIChemE CHEMICAL ENGINEERING Institution of Chemical Engineers
ICJICJ INTERNATIONAL LAW International Court of Justice
ICMICM 1. FINANCE Institute of Credit Management 2. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Intergovernmental Committee for Migrations (NOTE: The ICM is part of the United
Nations.) 3. HEALTH SERVICES International Confederation of Midwives

ICNICN HEALTH SERVICES 1. infection control nurse 2. International Council of Nurses
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ICPICP MEDICINE intracranial pressure
ICQICQ ONLINE a computer program that makes contact with a user who is chatting online

(NOTE: The abbreviation ICQ, representing ‘I seek you’, comes from the company name
ICQ Inc.)

ICRICR 1. MEDICINE Institute for Cancer Research 2. COMPUTING intelligent character
recognition

ICRCICRC MEDICINE International Committee of the Red Cross
ICRPICRP ECOLOGY International Commission on Radiological Protection
ICSICS 1. FINANCE instalment credit selling 2. SHIPPING Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers 3.

SHIPPING International Chamber of Shipping 4. FINANCE investors’ compensation scheme
ICSHICSH BIOCHEMISTRY another name for luteinizing hormone (LH), a pituitary hormone that

causes the ovary to produce one or more eggs, to secrete progesterone, and to form the
corpus luteum, and that causes the testes to secrete male sex hormones. Full form
interstitial-cell-stimulating hormone

ICSIICSI MEDICINE a method of assisted conception in which a single sperm is injected directly
into the egg. Full form intracytoplasmic sperm injection

ICSIDICSID FINANCE International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes
ICTICT COMPUTING information and communications technologies
ICUICU HEALTH SERVICES intensive care unit
I’dI’d /ad/ 1. I had 2. I would or I should
IDID 1. MAIL Idaho (NOTE: The abbreviation ID is part of the US sorting code on the last line

of an Idaho address.) 2. identification 3. MEDICINE infectious disease(s) 4. MEASUREMENTS

inner diameter 5. MEASUREMENTS inside diameter 6. MEASUREMENTS internal diameter 7.
MEDICINE intradermal

The abbreviation ID is used as a noun in its own right in a wide variety of contexts, from
personal proof of identity (as in Do you have any ID?) to computing. It is also used informally
as a verb, meaning ‘to identify somebody or check somebody’s identity’ (as in ID the suspect).

id.id. a book, article, or chapter previously referred to. Full form idem (NOTE: From the Latin,
‘same’.)

IDAIDA 1. COMPUTING Infocomm Development Authority 2. BANKING a specialized agency of
the United Nations that provides credit to nations on easier terms than the World Bank.
Full form International Development Association

IDBIDB BANKING Industrial Development Bank
IDCIDC BUSINESS industrial development certificate
IDDIDD 1. MEDICINE insulin-dependent diabetes 2. TELECOMMUNICATIONS international direct

dialling
IDEIDE COMPUTING integrated drive electronics
IDKIDK 1. ONLINE I don’t know (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat rooms) 2.

MEDICINE internal derangement of the knee
IDPIDP 1. COMPUTING integrated data processing 2. CHEMISTRY iodine diphosphate
IDRIDR BANKING International Depository Receipt
IDTSIDTS ONLINE I don’t think so (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat rooms)
IDTTIDTT ONLINE I’ll drink to that (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat rooms)
ieie ONLINE Ireland (NOTE: The abbreviation ie is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
i.e.i.e. that is (NOTE: From the Latin id est.)
IEEIEE ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING Institution of Electrical Engineers
IEEEIEEE /�a �trp(ə)l 	i�/ ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers
IENIEN ONLINE a series of reports pertinent to the internet. Full form Internet experiment

note
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IESGIESG ONLINE Internet Engineering Steering Group
IETFIETF ONLINE Internet Engineering Task Force
IFIF ELECTRONICS intermediate frequency
IFAIFA 1. FINANCE independent financial adviser 2. ACCOUNTING Institute of Financial

Accountants
IFCIFC FINANCE a specialized agency of the United Nations that is affiliated with the World

Bank and promotes private enterprise in developing nations by providing risk capital. Full
form International Finance Corporation

IFORIFOR /	afɔ�/ MILITARY a NATO-led multinational force sent to maintain peace in the
former Yugoslavia after the signing of the Dayton Accords by the presidents of Bosnia,
Croatia, and Serbia in 1995. Full form Implementation Force

IFRIFR AVIAT instrument flying regulations
IgIg IMMUNOLOGY immunoglobulin
IgAIgA IMMUNOLOGY a class of antibodies, found in respiratory and alimentary secretions,

saliva, and tears, that help the body to neutralize harmful bacteria and viral antigens.
Full form immunoglobulin A

IgDIgD IMMUNOLOGY a class of antibodies, present on most cell surfaces and predominant in
B-cells, that help the body to resist antigens. Full form immunoglobulin D

IgEIgE IMMUNOLOGY a class of antibodies, abundant in tissues, that help the body to expel
intestinal parasites and cause allergic reactions in response to antigens. Full form
immunoglobulin E

IgGIgG IMMUNOLOGY a class of antibodies, predominant in serum, that pass through the
placental wall into foetal circulation and help to prepare the immune system for the
period of infancy. Full form immunoglobulin G

IgMIgM IMMUNOLOGY a class of antibodies, circulating in the blood and secretions, that help
the body to resist viruses. Full form immunoglobulin M

IGMIGM CHESS International Grandmaster
ign.ign. 1. ignites 2. ignition 3. unknown
IGPIGP COMPUTING interior gateway protocol
IGTIGT WINE a classification of the place of origin of Italian. Full form Indicazione

Geografica Tipica (NOTE: From the Italian, ‘indication of typical geographical origin’.)
IHIH COMPUTING a piece of software that accepts interrupt signals and acts on them. Full

form interrupt handler
IHDIHD MEDICINE ischaemic heart disease
ihpihp MECHANICAL ENGINEERING indicated horsepower
IHSIHS CHRISTIANITY Jesus

IHS, a transliteration of the first three letters of the name of Jesus in Greek, is also taken as an
abbreviation of Latin Iesus hominum salvator ‘Jesus saviour of humankind’, in hoc signo ‘in this sign
(you shall conquer)’, in hac salus ‘in this (cross) is salvation’, and other religious phrases.

IHTIHT FINANCE inheritance tax
iidiid STATISTICS independent identically distributed
IILIIL COMPUTING a type of circuit design able to produce very small, low-power components.

Full form integrated injection logic
IINMIINM ONLINE if I’m not mistaken (used in e-mails)
IIRCIIRC ONLINE if I remember (or recall) correctly (used in e-mails)
IJWTKIJWTK ONLINE I just want to know (used in e-mails)
IJWTSIJWTS ONLINE I just want to say (used in e-mails)
IKBSIKBS COMPUTING intelligent knowledge-based system
IKWUMIKWUM ONLINE I know what you mean (used in Internet chat rooms and text messages)
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ilil ONLINE Israel (NOTE: The abbreviation il is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded
by a dot.)

ILIL MAIL Illinois (NOTE: The abbreviation IL is part of the US sorting code on the last line of
an Illinois address.)

IL-1IL-1 BIOCHEMISTRY a protein factor produced by white blood cells that stimulates the
production of other factors that activate the immune system. Full form interleukin-1

IL-2IL-2 BIOCHEMISTRY a protein factor produced by white blood cells that stimulates T-cells to
fight infection. Full form interleukin-2

ILGILG FINANCE index-linked gilt
I’llI’ll /al/ I will or I shall
ill.ill. PUBLISHING 1. illustrated 2. illustration 3. illustrator
illus.illus. PUBLISHING 1. illustrated 2. illustration 3. illustrator
ILMILM HUMAN RESOURCES internal labour market
ILOILO HUMAN RESOURCES International Labour Organization
ILSILS 1. AEROSPACE instrument landing system 2. CHEMISTRY ionization-loss spectroscopy
imim ONLINE Isle of Man (NOTE: The abbreviation im is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
I’mI’m /am/ I am
IMIM 1. CHESS International Master 2. ONLINE instant messaging 3. MEDICINE intramuscular
IMAIMA 1. ONLINE I might add (used in e-mails) 2. COMPUTING Interactive Multimedia

Association 3. COMPUTING International MIDI Association 4. FINANCE Investment
Management Agreement 5. FINANCE Investment Management Association

IMarEIMarE ENGINEERING Institute of Marine Engineers
IMCOIMCO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Intergovernmental Maritime Consultative Organization
IMEIME ONLINE in my experience (used in e-mails)
IMechEIMechE MECHANICAL ENGINEERING Institution of Mechanical Engineers
IMFIMF ECONOMICS International Monetary Fund
IMHOIMHO ONLINE in my humble opinion (used in e-mails)
IMinEIMinE MINERAL EXTRACT Institution of Mining Engineers
imit.imit. 1. imitation 2. imitative (NOTE: The abbreviation imit. is sometimes used in

dictionaries to indicate that a word is of onomatopoeic origin (i.e. it imitates the sound
associated with the meaning of the word).)

IMMIMM 1. SHIPPING International Mercantile Marine 2. FINANCE International Monetary
Market

IMMAIMMA FINANCE insured money market account
immun.immun. 1. immunity 2. immunization 3. immunology
IMOIMO 1. ONLINE in my opinion (used in e-mails) 2. METEOROLOGY International

Meteorological Organization 3. MINERAL EXTRACT International Miners’ Organization
IMPIMP 1. imperial 2. COMPUTING interface message processor 3. BRIDGE International Match

Point
imp.imp. 1. GRAMMAR imperative 2. imperfect 3. imperial 4. GRAMMAR impersonal 5.

COMMERCE import 6. important 7. COMMERCE imported 8. COMMERCE importer 9.
PUBLISHING an authorization allowing a book or other work to be published. Full form
imprimatur

Imp.Imp. 1. Emperor (NOTE: From the Latin Imperator.) 2. Empress
imperf.imperf. 1. imperfect 2. lacking a normal opening or perforations. Full form

imperforate
IMROIMRO FINANCE Investment Management Regulatory Organization
IMRTIMRT MEDICINE intensity modulated radiation therapy
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IMSIMS 1. HEALTH SERVICES Indian Medical Service 2. INFORMATION SCIENCE information
management systems 3. MANAGEMENT Institute of Management Services

inin ONLINE India (NOTE: The abbreviation in is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

InIn CHEMICAL ELEMENTS indium
ININ MAIL Indiana (NOTE: The abbreviation IN is part of the US sorting code on the last line

of an Indiana address.)
in.in. MEASUREMENTS inch
INAOINAO WINE a regulatory body in France that oversees wine production. Full form Institut

Nationale des Appellations d’Origine (NOTE: From the French, ‘National Institute of
Origin Appelations’.)

inc.inc. 1. included 2. including 3. inclusive 4. income 5. incomplete 6. BUSINESS incorporated
7. increase

Inc.Inc. BUSINESS Incorporated (NOTE: The abbreviation Inc. is used after the name of a US
company or group of companies. The British equivalent is ‘Ltd’.)

incl.incl. 1. including 2. inclusive
incr.incr. 1. increase 2. increased 3. increasing 4. increment
INDIND in God’s name (NOTE: From the Latin in nomine Dei.)
ind.ind. 1. independence 2. independent 3. index 4. GRAMMAR indicative 5. GRAMMAR indirect

6. industrial 7. industry
Ind.Ind. 1. Independent 2. GEOGRAPHY India 3. GEOGRAPHY Indian 4. GEOGRAPHY Indies
indef.indef. GRAMMAR indefinite
indic.indic. 1. indicating 2. GRAMMAR indicative 3. indicator
INDOINDO WINE a regulatory body in Spain that supervises the quality and origin of various

food products such as wine and olive oil. Full form Instituto Nacional de
Denominaciones de Origen

indus.indus. 1. industrial 2. industry
INFINF MILITARY intermediate-range nuclear forces
infl.infl. 1. inflammable 2. BOTANY inflorescence 3. influence 4. influenced
infoinfo ONLINE information (NOTE: The abbreviation info is seen in Internet addresses and

means that the site is for general use.)
INHINH PHARMACOLOGY a drug used in the treatment of tuberculosis. Full form isoniazid

(NOTE: The full name of the chemical compound is isonicotinic acid hydrazide, hence the
abbreviation.)

inj.inj. MEDICINE 1. injection 2. injury
INLAINLA POLITICS Irish National Liberation Army
INNINN PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY international nonproprietary name
innitinnit /	nt/ 1. isn’t it 2. an all-purpose, question-forming word, corresponding not only

to ‘isn’t it?’ but to more or less all other similar phrases (informal) � Arsenal are playing
Spurs tonight, innit?

INPOINPO ONLINE in no particular order (used in e-mails)
INRIINRI CHRISTIANITY Jesus of Nazareth, king of the Jews (NOTE: The abbreviation INRI, from

the Latin Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum, is seen in art as an inscription over the head
of the crucified Jesus Christ.)

ins.ins. 1. inscription 2. inspector 3. insulation 4. insurance
INSEADINSEAD /	nsi�d/ COMMERCE a leading European business school in Fontainebleau,

France. Full form Institut Européen d’Administration des Affaires (NOTE: From the
French, ‘European Institute of Business Administration’.)

INSETINSET /	nset/ EDUCATION in-service education and training
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The acronym INSET refers to extra training given to teachers during term time (on INSET days).
It can also be short for ‘in-service education of teachers’ or simply ‘in-service training’.

insp.insp. 1. inspected 2. inspector
inst.inst. 1. instant (NOTE: The abbreviation inst. was formerly used in business

correspondence, where ‘instant’ referred to the current month, as in your letter of the
13th inst.) 2. instantaneous 3. institute 4. institution 5. institutional

Inst.Inst. 1. Institute 2. Institution
instr.instr. 1. instruction 2. instructor 3. instrument 4. instrumental
intint ONLINE international organization (NOTE: The abbreviation int is seen at the end of

Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
int.int. 1. MILITARY intelligence 2. intercept 3. FINANCE interest 4. interim 5. interior 6.

GRAMMAR interjection 7. intermediate 8. internal 9. international 10. interpreter 11.
MATHEMATICS intersection 12. interval 13. interview 14. GRAMMAR intransitive

Int.Int. International
IntelsatIntelsat /	ntels�t/ TELECOMMUNICATIONS an international organization that owns the

communications satellites orbiting the Earth and whose members include the
telecommunications agencies of most countries. Full form International
Telecommunication Satellite Organization (NOTE: The abbreviation Intelsat is also
used as a noun to denote a telecommunications satellite launched by this organization.)

intens.intens. 1. GRAMMAR intensifier 2. intensify 3. intensive
interj.interj. GRAMMAR interjection
InterpolInterpol /	ntəpɒl/ an association of national police forces that promotes cooperation

and mutual assistance in apprehending international criminals and criminals who flee
abroad to avoid justice. The headquarters of Interpol is in Paris. Full form International
Criminal Police Organization (NOTE: The abbreviation Interpol is used as a noun in its
own right, and the full form is rarely encountered in general usage.)

interrog.interrog. 1. interrogate 2. interrogation 3. GRAMMAR interrogative
intlintl international
intro.intro. 1. introduction (NOTE: When intro is used informally as a noun in this sense

(especially with reference to the opening bars of a piece of popular music), it is written
without a full stop.) 2. introductory

introd.introd. 1. introduction 2. introductory
INTUCINTUC /	nt�k/ HUMAN RESOURCES Indian National Trade Union Congress
inv.inv. 1. invariable 2. invented 3. invention 4. inventor 5. COMMERCE invoice
ioio ONLINE British Indian Ocean Territory (NOTE: The abbreviation io is seen at the end of

Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
I/OI/O COMPUTING input/output
IOCIOC SPORTS International Olympic Committee
IODIOD BUSINESS Institute of Directors
IOLIOL OPHTHALMOLOGY an artificial lens implanted in the eye to replace the natural lens after

the surgical removal of a cataract. Full form intraocular lens
IOMIOM GEOGRAPHY Isle of Man
IOPIOP COMPUTING input/output processor
IORQIORQ COMPUTING input/output request
IOSCOIOSCO FINANCE International Organization of Securities Commissions
IOUIOU FINANCE a written acknowledgment of a debt between the writer and somebody else

� If you lend him any money, make sure he gives you an IOU.
The abbreviation IOU, representing the sound of the phrase ‘I owe you’, is used as a noun in
its own right. Dating from the 18th century, it is an early example of the style of phonetic
shorthand now much used in Internet communications.
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IOUSIOUS MEDICINE intraoperative ultrasound
IOWIOW 1. ONLINE in other words (used in e-mails) 2. GEOGRAPHY Isle of Wight
IPIP 1. COMPUTING image processing 2. COMPUTING information provider 3. ONLINE the

standard that controls the routing and structure of transmitted data. Full form Internet
protocol

I/PI/P COMPUTING input
IPAIPA 1. MARKETING Institute of Practitioners in Advertising 2. PHONETICS a system of letters

and marks used internationally to represent speech sounds, e.g. in dictionaries. Full form
International Phonetic Alphabet

IPCCIPCC ENVIRONMENT Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
IPEIPE FINANCE International Petroleum Exchange
IPLIPL COMPUTING 1. initial program load 2. initial program loader
IPMIPM 1. AGRICULTURE integrated pest management 2. HUMAN RESOURCES Institute of

Personnel Management (NOTE: In the United Kingdom, the IPM has now been replaced
by the CIPD (Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development).)

IPOIPO STOCK EXCHANGE a first-time sale of company securities on a stock exchange to public
investors. Full form initial public offering

IPPVIPPV MEDICINE a method of simulating normal breathing patterns in patients with chronic
respiratory failure, either manually or using a mechanical ventilator. Full form
intermittent positive pressure ventilation

IPRIPR 1. WINE a mark indicating area of origin for lower-quality wines in Portugal. Full form
Indicação de Proveniencia Regulamentada (NOTE: From the Portuguese, ‘regulated
mark of area of origin’.) 2. LAW legal rights regarding the protection of original creative
work, e.g. by means of a patent, trademark, or copyright. Full form intellectual
property rights

ipsips MEASUREMENTS inches per second
IPSEIPSE COMPUTING integrated project support environment
iqiq ONLINE Iraq (NOTE: The abbreviation iq is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded

by a dot.)
IQIQ PSYCHOLOGY a measure of a person’s intelligence, obtained through a series of aptitude

tests concentrating on different aspects of intellectual functioning. Full form
intelligence quotient

The abbreviation IQ is used as a noun in its own right (as in a child with a high IQ). IQ tests do
not measure general knowledge, so the same test can theoretically be used for people of all
ages and backgrounds. An IQ score of 100 represents ‘average’ intelligence.

irir ONLINE Iran (NOTE: The abbreviation ir is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded
by a dot.)

IrIr CHEMICAL ELEMENTS iridium
IRIR 1. COMPUTING a computer address register that is added to a reference address to

provide a location to be accessed. Full form index register 2. COMPUTING information
retrieval 3. PHYSICS infrared (radiation) 4. FINANCE Inland Revenue 5. COMPUTING

instruction register
Ir.Ir. 1. GEOGRAPHY Ireland 2. LANGUAGE Irish
IRAIRA 1. /	arə/ PENSIONS in the United States, a pension plan that permits working people

to invest money for retirement and pay no tax on the amount invested either at the time
of investment or after retirement. Full form Individual Retirement Account 2. POLITICS

an organization of Irish nationalists originally set up to strive for an independent Ireland
by force of arms and still dedicated to achieving the unity of the island of Ireland. Full
form Irish Republican Army

IRBMIRBM ARMS intermediate-range ballistic missile
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IRCIRC ONLINE an Internet facility that enables two or more people to participate in real-time
online discussions. Full form Internet relay chat

IRCAIRCA HUMAN RESOURCES Industrial Relations Court of Australia
IRDIRD NZ FINANCE Inland Revenue Department
IRDSIRDS MEDICINE infant respiratory distress syndrome
IRLIRL ONLINE in real life (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat rooms)
IROIRO 1. FINANCE Inland Revenue Office 2. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS a former agency of the

United Nations. Full form International Refugee Organization 3. INTERNATIONAL

RELATIONS International Relief Organization
IRQIRQ COMPUTING interrupt request
IRRIRR BUSINESS internal rate of return
IRSIRS FINANCE the US equivalent of the Inland Revenue. Full form Internal Revenue

Service
IRSGIRSG ONLINE Internet research steering group
IRTFIRTF ONLINE Internet research task force
isis ONLINE Iceland (NOTE: The abbreviation is is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot, and comes from the Icelandic name for the country ‘Íslandi’.)
ISIS 1. SOCIAL WELFARE income support 2. COMPUTING information services
is.is. GEOGRAPHY 1. island 2. isle
Is.Is. 1. BIBLE Isaiah 2. GEOGRAPHY Island 3. GEOGRAPHY Isle
ISAISA 1. /	asə/ FINANCE a savings account with tax-free interest, introduced in 1999. A

person can invest up to £7,000 in each tax year. Full form individual savings account
(NOTE: The abbreviation ISA is used as a noun in its own right.) 2. COMPUTING a standard
used for the 16-bit expansion bus in an IBM PC or compatible. Full form Industry
Standard Architecture 3. AEROSPACE a hypothetical standard distribution of air pressure
and temperature at various heights, internationally agreed as standard for aviation
purposes. Full form International Standard Atmosphere

Isa.Isa. BIBLE Isaiah
ISAMISAM COMPUTING indexed sequential access method
ISBNISBN PUBLISHING International Standard Book Number
ISCISC 1. MEDICINE intermittent self-catheterization 2. FINANCE Insurance and Superannuation

Commission
ISDISD TELECOMMUNICATIONS international subscriber dialling
ISDAISDA FINANCE International Swaps and Derivatives Association
ISDNISDN ONLINE a digital telephone network that can transmit both voice and data

messages. Full form Integrated Services Digital Network
ISEISE STOCK EXCHANGE International Stock Exchange
ISICISIC COMMERCE International Standard Industrial Classification
IS-ISIS-IS COMPUTING intermediate system to intermediate system
isl.isl. GEOGRAPHY 1. island 2. isle
ISMAISMA STOCK EXCHANGE International Securities Market Association
isn’tisn’t /	iz(ə)nt/ is not
ISOISO 1. MILITARY Imperial Service Order 2. COMMERCE International Organization for

Standardization
Popularly thought to be short for ‘International Standards Organization’ in English-speaking
countries, the abbreviation ISO was chosen by the International Organization for
Standardization as a multilingual name, from Greek isos.

ISPISP ONLINE Internet service provider
ISRISR COMPUTING information storage and retrieval
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ISSISS 1. ONLINE I said so (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat rooms) 2. MEDICINE

injury scoring system 3. AEROSPACE International Space Station
ISSNISSN PUBLISHING International Standard Serial Number
Isth.Isth. GEOGRAPHY isthmus
ISWIMISWIM ONLINE if (you) see what I mean (used in e-mails)
itit ONLINE Italy (NOTE: The abbreviation it is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded

by a dot.)
ITIT 1. FINANCE income tax 2. COMPUTING information technology
ITAITA 1. TV formerly, an organisation regulating the ITV and Channel 4 television channels,

a duty now undertaken by Ofcom. Full form Independent Television Authority 2.
EDUCATION an alphabet of 44 symbols, each representing a single sound in English,
devised in the early 1960s for the purpose of teaching children to read. Full form Initial
Teaching Alphabet

ital.ital. PUBLISHING 1. italic 2. italics
Ital.Ital. 1. LANGUAGE Italian 2. GEOGRAPHY Italy
ITCITC TV Independent Television Commission
ITCZITCZ GEOGRAPHY intertropical convergence zone
it’dit’d /	t(ə)d/ 1. it had 2. it would
it’llit’ll /	t(ə)l/ it will
ITMITM ONLINE in the money (used in e-mails)
ITRWITRW ONLINE in the real world (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat rooms)
it’sit’s /ts/ 1. it has 2. it is
ITSITS COMPUTING a special character transmitted to indicate to a device that the host

computer is ready to receive messages. Full form invitation to send
ITUITU 1. HEALTH SERVICES intensive therapy unit 2. TELECOMMUNICATIONS International

Telecommunication Union
ITVITV TV Independent Television
IUIU MEASUREMENTS, PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY the amount of a hormone or vitamin required

to produce a specific response. Full form international unit
IUCDIUCD MEDICINE a plastic or metal device that is inserted into the cavity of the womb in

order to prevent pregnancy. Full form intrauterine contraceptive device
IUCNIUCN ECOLOGY International Union for the Conservation of Nature (NOTE: The IUCN is

now called the World Conservation Union.)
IUDIUD MEDICINE intrauterine device. � IUCD
IUSIUS MEDICINE a plastic or metal device that functions like an IUCD, with an additional

release of hormones to further ensure against pregnancy. Full form intrauterine
system

IVIV MEDICINE 1. intravenous 2. intravenously
I’veI’ve /av/ I have
IVFIVF MEDICINE the fertilization of an ovum by sperm outside the body, a technique

developed in the 1970s as a means of assisted conception. Full form in vitro
fertilization

The Latin phrase in vitro literally means ‘in glass’ and refers to the test tube or other artificial
environment in which such fertilization takes place, hence the informal name test-tube baby
for children conceived in this way.

IVPIVP MEDICINE a procedure to determine whether the kidneys are functioning properly, by
injecting a contrast dye into the bloodstream and monitoring its progress through the
urinary system. Full form intravenous pyelogram
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IVRIVR TELECOMMUNICATIONS a term for computer-controlled pre-recorded telephone systems
in which the caller can control the transaction through speech or dialled instructions.
Full form interactive voice response

IVUIVU MEDICINE intravenous urography. Same as IVP
IWCIWC ECOLOGY International Whaling Commission
IWIKIWIK ONLINE I wish I knew (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat rooms)
IWUTKIWUTK ONLINE I want you to know (used in e-mails)
IWWIWW INDUSTRY Industrial Workers of the World
IYKWIMIYKWIM ONLINE if you know what I mean (used in e-mails)
IYSSIYSS ONLINE if you say so (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat rooms)
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jj 1. ELECTRICITY electric current density 2. MATHEMATICS the imaginary number &#8730;-1
JJ 1. CARD GAMES jack 2. PRESS Journal 3. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS joule 4. LAW Judge 5. LAW

Justice
Jam.Jam. 1. GEOGRAPHY Jamaica 2. BIBLE James
Jan.Jan. CALENDAR January
JANETJANET /	d"�nt/ COMPUTING an Internet-linked computer network used by academics

and researchers. Full form Joint Academic Network
Jas.Jas. James
JATOJATO /	d"etəυ/ AVIAT an auxiliary jet or rocket designed to aid the combined thrust of

aircraft jet engines during takeoff. Full form jet-assisted takeoff
jav.jav. ATHLETICS javelin
Jav.Jav. LANGUAGE Javanese
JCJC 1. CHRISTIANITY Jesus Christ 2. ANCIENT HIST Julius Caesar 3. LAW jurisconsult 4. LAW

Justice Clerk
JCLJCL COMPUTING a powerful computer language for writing a script used to control the

execution of programs in batch processing systems. Full form job control language
JCRJCR EDUCATION in some colleges and universities, a room provided for general use by

students, as distinct from the senior common room (SCR), reserved for staff. Full form
junior common room

JCSJCS MILITARY Joint Chiefs of Staff
JDJD 1. PRESS Diploma in Journalism 2. COMPUTING in computer programming, a date

expressed as the number of days since 1 January of the current year. Full form Julian
date 3. US LAW Juris Doctor (NOTE: The UK equivalent is LLD.) 4. CRIME juvenile
delinquent

JDBCJDBC COMPUTING Java database connectivity
jeje ONLINE Jersey (NOTE: The abbreviation je is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
JEPIJEPI E-COMMERCE joint electronic payment initiative
Jer.Jer. 1. BIBLE Jeremiah 2. GEOGRAPHY Jersey 3. GEOGRAPHY Jerusalem
JETJET /d"et/ 1. INDUST an international research project into the possibility of generating

power from nuclear fusion, based in Culham, UK. Full form Joint European Torus 2.
TRANSPORT Joint European Transport

JFFJFF ONLINE just for fun (used in e-mails)
JFKJFK 35th president of the United States (1961–63) � We landed at JFK six hours later.

Full form John Fitzgerald Kennedy (NOTE: The abbreviation JFK is also used to denote
the US international airport named after President Kennedy.)

JHVHJHVH JUDAISM an alternative transliteration of the Tetragrammaton, the four letters
representing the Hebrew name of God in the Bible, usually transliterated as YHWH. The
name Jehovah is an expansion of JHVH.

JICJIC ONLINE just in case (used in e-mails)
JICRARJICRAR /	d"krɑ�/ RADIO Joint Industry Committee for Radio Audience Research
JICTARJICTAR /	d"ktɑ�/ TV Joint Industry Committee for Television Advertising Research
JITJIT MANUFACTURING a manufacturing and stock-control system in which goods are

produced and delivered as they are required. Full form just-in-time
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JJJJ 1. BIBLE Judges 2. LAW Justices
JlJl 1. BIBLE Joel 2. PUBLISHING Journal
Jl.Jl. CALENDAR July
jmjm ONLINE Jamaica (NOTE: The abbreviation jm is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
JnJn BIBLE John
Jn.Jn. CALENDAR June
jndjnd PSYCHOLOGY the amount by which something must be changed for that difference to

be perceptible. Full form just noticeable difference
jnrjnr junior
JnrJnr Junior
jojo ONLINE Jordan (NOTE: The abbreviation jo is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
Jon.Jon. BIBLE Jonah
Josh.Josh. BIBLE Joshua
jour.jour. 1. journal 2. PRESS journalist 3. journeyman
jpjp ONLINE Japan (NOTE: The abbreviation jp is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
JPJP LAW a person appointed to judge minor criminal cases, perform marriages, administer

oaths, and refer cases to higher courts. Full form justice of the peace (NOTE: The
abbreviation JP is used as a noun in its own right.)

JPEGJPEG /	d"e pe�/ COMPUTING a format for encoding high-resolution graphic images as
computer files for storage and transmission. Full form Joint Photographic Experts
Group (NOTE: The abbreviation JPEG is also used as a noun to denote a file containing
an image in this format.)

JpnJpn GEOGRAPHY Japan
Jpn.Jpn. LANGUAGE Japanese
JPOJPO E-COMMERCE Japanese payment option
jrjr junior
JrJr Junior
Jr.Jr. BIBLE Jeremiah
JSAJSA SOCIAL WELFARE Jobseeker’s Allowance
JSDJSD LAW Doctor of Juristic Science (NOTE: From the Latin Juris Scientiae Doctor.)
JSYKJSYK ONLINE just so you know (used in e-mails)
JTLYKJTLYK ONLINE just to let you know (used in e-mails)
Jud.Jud. BIBLE 1. Judges 2. Judith
Judg.Judg. BIBLE Judges
Jul.Jul. CALENDAR July
jun.jun. junior
Jun.Jun. CALENDAR June
junrjunr junior
JVJV COMMERCE joint venture
JyJy MEASUREMENTS, ASTRONOMY jansky
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kk 1. MEASUREMENTS kilo- 2. HANDICRAFT knit (NOTE: The abbreviation k is used in knitting

patterns as an instruction to make a knit stitch as opposed to a purl stitch (p).) 3.
MEASUREMENTS knot

KK 1. PHYSICS kaon 2. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS kelvin 3. MEASUREMENTS, COMPUTING kilobyte 4.
MEASUREMENTS kilometre 5. PHYSICS kinetic energy 6. CARD GAMES, CHESS king 7. MILITARY

Knight 8. MUSIC Köchel (NOTE: The abbreviation K, followed by a number, is used in
Köchel’s catalogue of Mozart’s works.) 9. MONEY kopek 10. MONEY krona 11. MONEY

krone 12. MONEY kwacha 13. MONEY kyat 14. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS potassium (NOTE: From
Modern Latin ‘kalium’.) 15. thousand

The abbreviation K, from the prefix kilo-, is often used for large sums of money but is also
found in other contexts (as in a dissertation of 80K words). In informal speech it means
‘thousand pounds (or dollars)’, as in She must be earning at least 200K.

KAMKAM COMMERCE key account management
KbKb MEASUREMENTS, COMPUTING kilobit
KBKB 1. MEASUREMENTS, COMPUTING kilobyte 2. LAW King’s Bench 3. CHESS king’s bishop 4.

MILITARY Knight Bachelor
KBEKBE MILITARY Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire
KbitKbit /	kebt/ COMPUTING kilobit
KBPKBP CHESS king’s bishop’s pawn
KbpsKbps COMPUTING kilobits per second
KbyteKbyte /	kebat/ COMPUTING kilobyte
kckc MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS kilocycle
KCKC 1. Kennel Club 2. LAW a senior barrister (when the reigning monarch is male). Full

form King’s Counsel 3. CHRISTIANITY a member of a benevolent and fraternal
organization of Roman Catholic men, founded in the United States in 1882. Full form
Knight of Columbus

kcalkcal /	kek�l/ MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS kilocalorie
KCBKCB MILITARY Knight Commander of the Order of the Bath
KCMGKCMG MILITARY Knight Commander of the Order of St Michael and St George
KCVOKCVO MILITARY Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian Order
KDKD BUSINESS knockdown (NOTE: The abbreviation kd is used to refer to furniture or other

structures that can be assembled and disassembled easily by the customer.)
keke ONLINE Kenya (NOTE: The abbreviation ke is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
keVkeV MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS kilo-electron volt
kgkg 1. MEASUREMENTS kilogram 2. ONLINE Kyrgyzstan (NOTE: The abbreviation kg is seen at

the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
KGKG MILITARY Knight of the (Order of the) Garter
KGBKGB POLICE the secret police of the former Soviet Union. Full form Komitet

Gosudarstvennoi Bezopasnosti (NOTE: From the Russian, ‘Committee of State
Security’.)

kgfkgf MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS kilogram-force
khkh ONLINE Cambodia (NOTE: The abbreviation kh, from ‘Khmer’, is seen at the end of

Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
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KHYFKHYF ONLINE know how you feel (used in e-mails and text messages)
kHzkHz MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS kilohertz
kiki ONLINE Kiribati (NOTE: The abbreviation ki is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
KIAKIA ONLINE know-it-all (used in e-mails)
Kild.Kild. GEOGRAPHY Kildare
kindakinda /	kandə/ kind of
KIPSKIPS COMPUTING kilo (= thousand) instructions per second
KISSKISS /ks/ keep it short and simple

The acronym KISS is used in various contexts to encourage conciseness and intelligibility, e.g.
in training manuals and sales presentations. Its more familiar interpretation, ‘keep it simple,
stupid’, has a wider range of usage.

kJkJ MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS kilojoule
KKKKKK POLITICS Ku Klux Klan
KKtKKt CHESS king’s knight
KKtPKKtP CHESS king’s knight’s pawn
KLKL GEOGRAPHY Kuala Lumpur
kmkm 1. MEASUREMENTS kilometre 2. ONLINE Comoros (NOTE: The abbreviation km is seen at

the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
km/hkm/h MEASUREMENTS kilometres per hour
knkn 1. MEASUREMENTS knot 2. MONEY krona 3. MONEY krone 4. ONLINE St Kitts and Nevis

(NOTE: The abbreviation kn is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
KNKN CHESS king’s knight
KNPKNP CHESS king’s knight’s pawn
KntKnt CHESS knight
KOKO BOXING knockout � The defending champion was KO’d in the first round. (NOTE: The

abbreviation KO is used informally as a noun in its own right. It is also used as a verb,
meaning ‘knock out’.)

Kor.Kor. 1. GEOGRAPHY Korea 2. LANGUAGE Korean
kpkp ONLINE North Korea (NOTE: The abbreviation kp reflects the official name of the country,

the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. It is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

KPKP 1. CHESS king’s pawn 2. Knight of (the Order of) St Patrick
kpckpc MEASUREMENTS, ASTRONOMY kiloparsec
kphkph MEASUREMENTS kilometres per hour
krkr ONLINE South Korea (NOTE: The abbreviation kr reflects the official name of the country,

the Republic of Korea. It is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
KrKr 1. MONEY krona 2. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS krypton
KRKR CHESS king’s rook
kr.kr. MONEY 1. krona 2. króna 3. krone
KRLKRL COMPUTING knowledge representation language
KRPKRP CHESS king’s rook’s pawn
KSKS MAIL Kansas (NOTE: The abbreviation KS is part of the US sorting code on the last line

of a Kansas address.)
KSAMKSAM /	ke s�m/ COMPUTING keyed sequential access method
KSJKSJ RELIGION Knight of (the Order of) St John
ktkt 1. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS kiloton 2. MEASUREMENTS knot
KtKt CHESS knight
KTKT 1. Knight of the (Order of the) Thistle 2. HISTORY, CHRISTIANITY Knight Templar
kVkV MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY kilovolt
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kwkw ONLINE Kuwait (NOTE: The abbreviation kw is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

kWkW MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY kilowatt
KWKW COMPUTING kiloword
kWhkWh MEASUREMENTS kilowatt-hour
KWICKWIC /kwk/ COMPUTING a library indexing system that uses keywords from the title of

text of a book as an indexed entry followed by the text it relates to. Full form key word
in context

KWIMKWIM ONLINE know what I mean (used in e-mails and text messages)
KWOCKWOC /kwɒk/ COMPUTING a library indexing system that indexes books or documents

under any relevant keywords. Full form key word out of context
kyky ONLINE Cayman Islands (NOTE: The abbreviation ky, from ‘Kayman Islands’, as the

country is called by its own people, is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded
by a dot.)

KYKY MAIL Kentucky (NOTE: The abbreviation KY is part of the US sorting code on the last
line of a Kentucky address.)

KYFCKYFC ONLINE keep your fingers crossed (used in e-mails and text messages)
kzkz ONLINE Kazakhstan (NOTE: The abbreviation kz is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
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ll 1. GEOGRAPHY latitude 2. law 3. left 4. length 5. AVIAT lift 6. line (NOTE: The abbreviation

l, followed by a number, is often used in references to a particular line of printed text.)
7. MONEY lira 8. MEASUREMENTS litre 9. ELECTRICITY live

LL 1. PHYSICS angular momentum 2. PHYSICS inductance 3. MAPS Lake 4. large 5. PHYSICS

latent heat 6. LANGUAGE Latin 7. SPORTS League 8. AUTOMOTIVE learner 9. POLITICS Liberal
10. Licentiate 11. MEASUREMENTS litre 12. PHYSICS luminance 13. ASTRONOMY luminosity

An L-plate, a small square sign bearing a red L on a white background, must be attached to
any vehicle driven by an L-driver (i.e. somebody who has not yet passed the driving test).

L8RL8R ONLINE later (used in e-mails and text messages)
lala ONLINE Laos (NOTE: The abbreviation la is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
LaLa CHEMICAL ELEMENTS lanthanum
LALA 1. POLITICS legislative assembly 2. LIBRARIES Library Association 3. COMMERCE local agent

4. GEOGRAPHY Los Angeles � His sister lives in LA. (NOTE: The abbreviation LA is frequently
used in speech and writing in place of the full name of the city.) 5. MAIL Louisiana (NOTE:
The abbreviation LA is part of the US sorting code on the last line of a Louisiana
address.)

Lab.Lab. 1. POLITICS Labour 2. GEOGRAPHY Labrador
LACLAC MILITARY Leading Aircraftman
LACWLACW MILITARY Leading Aircraftwoman
LAFTALAFTA /	l�ftdə/ COMMERCE Latin American Free Trade Association
LAILAI BUSINESS a measure in vineyard management of the density of leaf cover on the vines

and therefore the optimum spacing. Full form leaf area index
LAMDALAMDA /	l�mbdə/ PERFORMING ARTS London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art
LANLAN /l�n/ COMPUTING a network of personal computers and peripheral devices linked by

cable and able to share resources. Full form local area network
Lancs.Lancs. GEOGRAPHY Lancashire
laserlaser /	lezə/ � see note at Aids
lat.lat. GEOGRAPHY latitude
Lat.Lat. 1. LANGUAGE Latin 2. GEOGRAPHY Latvia 3. LANGUAGE Latvian
LAUTROLAUTRO /	laυtrəυ/ FINANCE Life Assurance and Unit Trust Regulatory Organization
lblb 1. ONLINE Lebanon (NOTE: The abbreviation lb is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.) 2. CRICKET a run scored after the ball hits some part of the batsman’s
body other than the hand, without touching the bat. Full form leg bye 3. MEASUREMENTS

pound (weight)
LBDLBD CLOTHING little black dress
LBJLBJ 36th president of the United States (1963–69). Full form Lyndon Baines Johnson
LBOLBO COMMERCE a takeover strategy in which a controlling proportion of a company’s

shares is bought using borrowed money, the collateral for which is assets belonging to
the purchased company. Full form leveraged buyout

LBVLBV WINE late bottled vintage (NOTE: The abbreviation LBV refers to port that is six years
old.)

lbwlbw CRICKET leg before wicket (NOTE: The abbreviation lbw refers to the dismissal of a
batsman hit on the leg by a ball that would otherwise have hit the wicket.)
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lclc 1. THEATRE left centre (of the stage) 2. BANKING a letter from a bank, usually for
presentation to another branch or bank, authorizing it to issue credit or money to the
person named. Full form letter of credit 3. loco citato (NOTE: The abbreviation lc is used
in textual references to a passage that has already been cited.) 4. PRINTING lower case 5.
ONLINE St Lucia (NOTE: The abbreviation lc is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

LCLC 1. MILITARY Lance Corporal 2. NAVY landing craft 3. ECOLOGY lethal concentration (NOTE:
LC50 or LC50 is the concentration of a harmful substance that kills 50% of organisms in
experimental conditions.) 4. LIBRARIES Library of Congress

L/CL/C BANKING a letter from a bank, usually for presentation to another branch or bank,
authorizing it to issue credit or money to the person named. Full form letter of credit

LCDLCD 1. COMPUTING liquid-crystal display 2. MATHEMATICS lowest common denominator
LCELCE STOCK EXCHANGE London Commodity Exchange
LCHLCH BANKING London Clearing House
LCMLCM 1. NAVY landing craft, mechanized 2. FINANCE an accounting policy valuing assets at

either market value or historical cost, whichever is the lower. Full form lower of cost
or market 3. MATHEMATICS lowest common multiple

LCPLCP COMPUTING rules defining the transmission of data over a channel. Full form link
control procedure

L/CplL/Cpl MILITARY Lance Corporal
ldld 1. PRINTING lead 2. load
LdLd 1. COMMERCE limited (company) (NOTE: The abbreviation Ld is a less frequent variant of

Ltd.) 2. Lord
LDLD 1. EDUCATION learning disability (or difficulty) 2. EDUCATION learning-disabled 3.

PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY lethal dose (NOTE: In toxological testing, LD50 or LD50 is the
dose that kills 50% of a group of test animals.)

LDCLDC ECONOMICS 1. a country with weak human resources and a low GDP by global
standards. Full form least-developed country 2. a country defined by the UN as being
at the lowest end of the global scale of development, based on criteria such as life
expectancy, calorie intake and per capita GDP. Full form less-developed country

ldgldg 1. landing 2. loading
LdgLdg MILITARY Leading
LDLLDL BIOCHEMISTRY a complex of lipids and proteins that carries cholesterol to cells and

tissue. Full form low-density lipoprotein
LDRLDR ONLINE long-distance relationship (used in e-mails and text messages)
LDSLDS 1. RELIGION Latter-Day Saints 2. DENTISTRY Licentiate in Dental Surgery 3. CHRISTIANITY

praise be to God forever
LDTLDT COMMERCE licensed deposit-taker
LEALEA EDUCATION Local Education Authority
lea.lea. 1. MEASUREMENTS league 2. leather
lect.lect. EDUCATION 1. lecture 2. lecturer
LEDLED ELECTRONICS a semiconductor that emits light when a current passes through it. LEDs

of various colours are used as indicator lights on electronic equipment. Full form light-
emitting diode

leg.leg. 1. LAW legal 2. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS legate 3. MUSIC legato 4. POLITICS legislation 5.
POLITICS legislative 6. POLITICS legislature

legis.legis. POLITICS 1. legislation 2. legislative 3. legislature
Leics.Leics. GEOGRAPHY Leicestershire
LEMLEM /lem/ AEROSPACE lunar excursion module
lemmelemme /	lemi/ let me
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let’slet’s /lets/ let us
LEVLEV AUTOMOTIVE low emission vehicle
Lev.Lev. BIBLE Leviticus
lexicog.lexicog. 1. lexicographic 2. lexicography
LFLF COMPUTING a control on a computer or printer that moves the cursor or printhead down

by one line. Full form line feed
LFSLFS BUSINESS labour force survey
LGBTLGBT lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender
LGVLGV 1. VEHICLES large goods vehicle 2. MEDICINE a sexually transmitted disease caused by

a bacterial infection, in which there is swelling of the genital lymph nodes and, especially
in men, a genital ulcer. Full form lymphogranuloma venereum

lhlh left hand
LHLH 1. left hand 2. BIOCHEMISTRY a pituitary hormone that causes the ovary to produce one

or more eggs, to secrete progesterone, and to form the corpus luteum, and that causes
the testes to secrete male sex hormones. Full form luteinizing hormone

l/hl/h COMMERCIAL LAW leasehold
lhdlhd AUTOMOTIVE left-hand drive
LH-RHLH-RH BIOCHEMISTRY a hormone released by the hypothalamus that triggers the secretion

of luteinizing hormone. Full form luteinizing hormone-releasing hormone
lili ONLINE Liechtenstein (NOTE: The abbreviation li is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
LiLi CHEMICAL ELEMENTS lithium
lib.lib. 1. librarian 2. library
Lib.Lib. POLITICS Liberal
Lib DemLib Dem /�lb 	dem/ POLITICS Liberal Democrat
LIBIDLIBID BANKING London Interbank Bid Rate
LIBORLIBOR /	labɔ�/ BANKING London Interbank Offered Rate
Lieut.Lieut. MILITARY Lieutenant
LIFFELIFFE /	lfi/ FINANCE London International Financial Futures and Options Exchange
LIFOLIFO /	lafəυ/ last in, first out

The acronym LIFO is used in various contexts. It is probably most widely known as an informal
reference to the system of selecting personnel for redundancy on the basis of their length of
service. It also denotes a method of accounting in which it is assumed that the most recently
purchased items in an inventory are the first to be sold, and a queue system in computing that
reads the last item stored first.

LILOLILO /	laləυ/ COMPUTING a data storage method in which data stored last is retrieved last.
Full form last in, last out

LIMEANLIMEAN BANKING London Interbank Mean Rate
lin.lin. 1. lineal 2. linear
Lincs.Lincs. GEOGRAPHY Lincolnshire
liq.liq. 1. liquid 2. liquor
LISPLISP /lsp/ COMPUTING a high-level computer programming language, used in artificial

intelligence, that converts data into lists. Full form list processing
lit.lit. 1. MEASUREMENTS litre 2. literal 3. literally 4. literary 5. literature
LitBLitB EDUCATION Bachelor of Letters (or Literature) (NOTE: From the Latin Litterarum

Baccalaureus.)
LitDLitD EDUCATION Doctor of Letters (or Literature) (NOTE: From the Latin Litterarum Doctor.)
lith.lith. PRINTING 1. lithograph 2. lithography
Lith.Lith. 1. GEOGRAPHY Lithuania 2. LANGUAGE Lithuanian
litho.litho. PRINTING 1. lithograph 2. lithography
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lithog.lithog. PRINTING 1. lithograph 2. lithography
LittBLittB EDUCATION Bachelor of Letters (or Literature) (NOTE: From the Latin Litterarum

Baccalaureus.)
LittDLittD EDUCATION Doctor of Letters (or Literature) (NOTE: From the Latin Litterarum Doctor.)
LJLJ LAW Lord Justice
lklk ONLINE Sri Lanka (NOTE: The abbreviation lk is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
llll lines
’ll’ll /əl/ 1. shall 2. will
LLLL 1. LANGUAGE late Latin 2. LAW Lord Lieutenant
LLBLLB EDUCATION Bachelor of Laws (NOTE: From the Latin Legum Baccalaureus.)
LLCLLC COMPUTING logical link control
LLDLLD EDUCATION Doctor of Laws (NOTE: From the Latin Legum Doctor.)
LLLLLL COMPUTING low-level language
LLMLLM EDUCATION Master of Laws (NOTE: From the Latin Legum Magister.)
lmlm PHYSICS lumen
LMCLMC 1. HEALTH SERVICES local medical committee 2. ONLINE lost my connection (used in

Internet chat rooms)
LMDSLMDS TELECOMMUNICATIONS Local Multipoint Distribution Service
LMELME FINANCE London Metal Exchange
LMKLMK ONLINE let me know (used in e-mails)
LMKOWOTOLMKOWOTO ONLINE let me know one way or the other (used in e-mails)
lnln MATHEMATICS natural logarithm
LNGLNG INDUST liquefied natural gas
loadsaloadsa /	ləυdzə/ loads of
loc. cit.loc. cit. loco citato (NOTE: The abbreviation loc. cit., from the Latin, ‘in the place cited’,

is used in textual references to a passage that has already been cited.)
LOGOLOGO /	ləυ�əυ/ COMPUTING a high-level programming language used mainly for

educational purposes, with graphical commands that are easy to use
LOLLOL ONLINE laughing out loud (used in e-mails and Internet chat rooms)
LOMBARDLOMBARD /	lɒmbɑ�d/ SOCIAL SCIENCES � see note at dinky
long.long. GEOGRAPHY longitude
LOSLOS line of sight
lottalotta /	lɒtə/ lot of
LPLP 1. MUSIC long-playing (record) (NOTE: The abbreviation LP is used as a noun in its own

right.) 2. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Lord Provost 3. low pressure
LPGLPG INDUST liquefied petroleum gas
LPMLPM MEASUREMENTS, COMPUTING a measure of printing speed. Full form lines per minute
LPNLPN HEALTH SERVICES licensed practical nurse
LPSLPS 1. MICROBIOLOGY a complex of lipid and polysaccharide that forms the outer layer of

some bacteria. Full form lipopolysaccharide 2. POLITICS Lord Privy Seal
LQLQ COMPUTING of a high quality comparable to conventional printing. Full form letter

quality
lrlr ONLINE Liberia (NOTE: The abbreviation lr is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
LrLr CHEMICAL ELEMENTS lawrencium
LRLR 1. BUILDINGS living room (used in property advertisements) 2. INSURANCE Lloyd’s Register

(of Shipping)
LRCPLRCP MEDICINE Licentiate of the Royal College of Physicians
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LRPLRP INDUST lead replacement petrol
LRULRU COMPUTING least recently used (algorithm)
LRVLRV RAIL light rail vehicle
lsls ONLINE Lesotho (NOTE: The abbreviation ls is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
LSALSA HEALTH SERVICES Local Supervising Authority
LSBLSB COMPUTING least significant bit
LSDLSD 1. COMPUTING least significant digit 2. DRUGS lysergic acid diethylamide (NOTE: The

abbreviation LSD is used as a noun in its own right.) 3. MONEY pounds, shillings, pence
(NOTE: The abbreviation LSD refers to the old-style system of UK currency that was
replaced by the decimal system in 1971. The pound sign (£) is a stylized form of the
letter ‘L’.)

LSELSE 1. EDUCATION London School of Economics 2. STOCK EXCHANGE London Stock
Exchange

LSILSI ELECTRONICS the process of integrating a large number of circuits, often several
thousand, on a silicon chip. Full form large-scale integration

LSOLSO MUSIC London Symphony Orchestra
LSZLSZ NZ ROADS limited speed zone
ltlt ONLINE Lithuania (NOTE: The abbreviation lt is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
LTALTA TENNIS Lawn Tennis Association
LTCLTC COMPUTING a time signal that is integrated into an audio tape recording as a track

running lengthways along the tape. Full form longitudinal time code
Lt CdrLt Cdr MILITARY Lieutenant Commander
Lt Col.Lt Col. MILITARY Lieutenant Colonel
LtdLtd COMMERCE limited (company) (NOTE: The abbreviation Ltd after a company name

indicates that the shareholders’ liability for any debts or losses is restricted.)
Lt Gen.Lt Gen. MILITARY Lieutenant General
LTOMLTOM STOCK EXCHANGE London Traded Options Market
LTRLTR ONLINE long-term relationship (NOTE: The abbreviation LTR is used in e-mails, text

messages, and personal advertisements.)
LTVLTV BUSINESS the amount of a mortgage or other loan relative to the value of the property

bought with it, including resale value and penalties on the loan. Full form loan to value
lulu ONLINE Luxembourg (NOTE: The abbreviation lu is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
LuLu CHEMICAL ELEMENTS lutetium
LULU COMPUTING logical unit
LUTLUT COMPUTING look-up table
lvlv ONLINE Latvia (NOTE: The abbreviation lv is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
LVLV COMPUTING a recording and playback system similar to modern CDs, using a laser to

scan information stored on the pitted surface of a disc, but in analogue rather than
digital format. Full form LaserVision (NOTE: The system essentially died out in the early
1980s and is now used only rarely by industry and schools as an information library
system.)

LV-ROMLV-ROM /�el vi� 	rɒm/ COMPUTING a 12-inch diameter optical disc, developed by Philips,
that can store both analog video and digital data

LWLW 1. RADIO long wave 2. OCEANOGRAPHY low water
LWMLWM low water mark
LWRLWR INDUST light-water reactor
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lxlx PHYSICS lux
lyly ONLINE Libya (NOTE: The abbreviation ly is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
LYLY 1. ECOLOGY an aggressive disease of coconut palms, characterised by the dropping of

unripe fruit and the yellowing of fronds until the top of the tree drops away, leaving a
bare trunk. Full form lethal yellowing 2. ONLINE love you (used in e-mails and text
messages)
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mm 1. PRINTING em dash 2. PHYSICS magnetic moment 3. CRICKET maiden (over) 4. male 5.

married 6. GRAMMAR masculine 7. PHYSICS mass 8. medium 9. MEASUREMENTS metre 10.
MEASUREMENTS mile 11. MEASUREMENTS milli- 12. million 13. MEASUREMENTS, TIME minute
14. CALENDAR month 15. PHYSICS mutual inductance

MM 1. PRINTING em dash 2. Majesty 3. male 4. GEOGRAPHY Manitoba 5. CHEMISTRY mass 6.
EDUCATION Master (NOTE: The abbreviation M is used in degree titles, as in MSc.) 7.
medieval 8. CLOTHING medium (NOTE: The abbreviation M is used as a size of clothing.)
9. MEASUREMENTS mega- 10. Member 11. middle 12. LOGIC a term that appears in both
premises of a syllogism but not in the conclusion. Full form middle term 13. million 14.
CHEMISTRY molar 15. CALENDAR Monday 16. the French equivalent of Mr. Full form
Monsieur 17. ROADS motorway 18. GEOGRAPHY mountain

M8M8 ONLINE mate (used in e-mails and text messages)
mAmA MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY milliampere
MAMA 1. MAIL Massachusetts (NOTE: The abbreviation MA is part of the US sorting code on

the last line of a Massachusetts address.) 2. EDUCATION Master of Arts 3. SOCIAL WELFARE

maternity allowance 4. PSYCHOLOGY mental age 5. MILITARY Military Academy
MAAGMAAG HEALTH SERVICES medical audit advisory group
MABMAB ENVIRONMENT Man and the Biosphere (programme)
MACMAC 1. ENVIRONMENT maximum allowable concentration 2. COMPUTING media access

control 3. /m�k/ TV a system for transmitting pictures to colour televisions using
satellites. Full form multiplexed analogue component

Mac.Mac. BIBLE Maccabees
Macc.Macc. BIBLE Maccabees
MADMAD /m�d/ 1. PSYCHIATRY major affective disorder 2. MILITARY the enormous reciprocal

damage that the superpowers and their allies would inflict on each other in the event
of a nuclear war. Full form mutual assured destruction

MAFFMAFF /m�f/ GOVERNMENT a former government department whose responsibilities have
now been transferred to the Department of the Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs
(DEFRA). Full form Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Food

mag.mag. 1. magazine (NOTE: When mag is used informally as a noun in this sense (with
reference to a periodical publication), it is written without a full stop.) 2. CHEMISTRY

magnesium 3. PHYSICS magnet 4. magnetic (NOTE: When mag is used informally as an
adjective in this sense (as in mag tape), it is written without a full stop.) 5. PHYSICS

magnetism 6. magnitude 7. magnum
maj.maj. MUSIC major
Maj.Maj. MILITARY Major
Maj. Gen.Maj. Gen. MILITARY Major General
Mal.Mal. 1. BIBLE Malachi 2. LANGUAGE Malay 3. GEOGRAPHY Malayan 4. GEOGRAPHY Malaysia

5. GEOGRAPHY Malaysian
MANMAN /m�n/ COMPUTING a network extending over a limited geographical area, usually a

city. Full form metropolitan area network
man.man. manual
Man.Man. 1. PAPER Manila (paper) 2. GEOGRAPHY Manitoba
M & AM & A BUSINESS mergers and acquisitions
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manuf.manuf. 1. manufacture 2. manufactured 3. manufacturer 4. manufacturing
MAOMAO BIOCHEMISTRY an enzyme that breaks down monoamine neurotransmitters (e.g.

adrenaline and serotonin). Full form monoamine oxidase
MAOIMAOI PHARMACOLOGY an antidepressant drug that blocks the action of monoamine

oxidase in the brain. Full form monoamine oxidase inhibitor
MARMAR COMPUTING memory address register
mar.mar. 1. maritime 2. married
Mar.Mar. March
MArchMArch ARCHITECTURE Master of Architecture
March.March. Marchioness
marg.marg. 1. margin 2. marginal
Marq.Marq. 1. Marquess 2. Marquis
masc.masc. GRAMMAR masculine
MASHMASH /m�ʃ/ MILITARY mobile army surgical hospital

The acronym MASH was popularized in the wider world during the 1970s and 1980s by the
film and long-running television series M*A*S*H, a black comedy set in a US mobile army
surgical hospital during the Korean War.

masintmasint /	m�snt/ MILITARY intelligence data acquired, typically by electronic means,
about possible attacks using weapons of mass destruction. Full form materials
intelligence

mat.mat. THEATRE matinée
math.math. 1. mathematical 2. mathematically 3. mathematician 4. mathematics
MATVMATV TV master antenna television
MAUMAU COMPUTING multistation access unit
max.max. maximum
may’vemay’ve /	me(ə)v/ may have
mbmb MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS millibar
MbMb MEASUREMENTS, COMPUTING megabit
MBMB 1. MEDICINE Bachelor of Medicine (NOTE: From the Latin Medicinae Baccalaureus.) 2.

MILITARY Medal of Bravery 3. MEASUREMENTS, COMPUTING megabyte 4. ONLINE another
name for the bulletin board system (BBS). Full form message board

MBAMBA BUSINESS Master of Business Administration
MBEMBE MILITARY Member of the Order of the British Empire
MBIMBI COMMERCE the acquisition of a subsidiary company by outside directors. Full form

management buyin
MBOMBO 1. COMMERCE the takeover of a company by its own employees, usually senior

management. Full form management buyout 2. MANAGEMENT management by
objectives

MBpsMBps MEASUREMENTS, COMPUTING 1. megabits per second 2. megabytes per second
MBRMBR COMPUTING memory buffer register
MBWAMBWA MANAGEMENT management by walking around
MbyteMbyte /	embat/ MEASUREMENTS, COMPUTING megabyte
mcmc 1. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS millicurie 2. ONLINE Monaco (NOTE: The abbreviation mc is

seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
MCMC 1. master of ceremonies (NOTE: The abbreviation MC is used informally as a noun in

its own right, sometimes written emcee. The latter form is also used as a verb, meaning
‘to act as master of ceremonies’.) 2. MILITARY Medical Corps 3. ASTROLOGY the point on
the apparent annual path of the Sun in the celestial sphere where the meridian is
crossed, or the sign of the zodiac that contains it. Full form Midheaven 4. MILITARY

Military Cross
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MCAMCA 1. COMPUTING media control architecture 2. E-COMMERCE merchant certificate
authority

MCCMCC CRICKET Marylebone Cricket Club
MCGMCG CRICKET Melbourne Cricket Ground
MChMCh SURGERY Master of Surgery (NOTE: From the Latin Magister Chirurgiae.)
MComMCom COMMERCE Master of Commerce
MCPMCP 1. male chauvinist pig 2. COMPUTING master control program
MCPPMCPP AGRICULTURE a pesticide used for weed control. Full form mecoprop
MCTMCT BUSINESS mainstream corporation tax
MCUMCU MEDICINE a procedure to determine urinary tract health and function, by passing a

contrast dye through the system which can then be x-rayed. Full form micturating
cysto-urethrogram

MCUGMCUG MEDICINE micturating cysto-urethrogram
mdmd ONLINE Moldova (NOTE: The abbreviation md is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
MdMd CHEMICAL ELEMENTS mendelevium
MDMD 1. MEDICINE Doctor of Medicine (NOTE: From the Latin Medicinae Doctor.) 2. ONLINE

mailed (used in e-mails and text messages) 3. MANAGEMENT managing director 4. MAIL

Maryland (NOTE: The abbreviation MD is part of the US sorting code on the last line of
a Maryland address.) 5. BANKING memorandum of deposit 6. HOUSEHOLD minidisc 7.
MEDICINE muscular dystrophy 8. MUSIC musical director

m/dm/d COMMERCE months after date
MDAMDA COMPUTING monochrome display adapter
MDFMDF INDUSTRY a type of hardboard suitable for indoor construction use. Full form

medium density fibreboard (NOTE: The abbreviation MDF is used as a noun in its own
right.)

MDivMDiv RELIGION Master of Divinity
MDMAMDMA DRUGS the technical name for the drug ecstasy. Full form

methylenedioxymethamphetamine
MDRMDR COMPUTING memory data register
MDSMDS DENTISTRY Master of Dental Surgery
mdsemdse COMMERCE merchandise
MeMe CHEMISTRY methyl
MEME 1. MAIL Maine (NOTE: The abbreviation ME is part of the US sorting code on the last

line of a Maine address.) 2. MECHANICAL ENGINEERING mechanical engineer 3. CHRISTIANITY

Methodist Episcopal 4. LANGUAGE Middle English 5. MINERAL EXTRACT mining engineer 6.
Most Excellent 7. MEDICINE an illness without a known cause that is characterized by
long-term exhaustion, muscle weakness, depression, and sleep disturbances. Also
known as chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) or postviral syndrome (PVS), it may occur as a
reaction to a viral infection. Full form myalgic encephalomyelitis (NOTE: The
abbreviation ME is used as a noun in its own right.)

meas.meas. 1. measure 2. measurement
MECMEC BUSINESS the discount that, if applied to the returns from a particular investment or

asset, would make its present value equal to its original supply price. Full form marginal
efficiency of capital

mech.mech. 1. mechanical 2. mechanics 3. mechanism
MEconMEcon ECONOMICS Master of Economics
MEdMEd EDUCATION Master of Education
med.med. 1. medical 2. medicine 3. medieval 4. medium
Medit.Medit. Mediterranean
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mem.mem. 1. member 2. LITERATURE memoir 3. COMMERCE memorandum 4. memorial
MEMSMEMS ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING micro-electromechanical system
MencapMencap /	menk�p/ EDUCATION a UK charity for people with learning disabilities

The name Mencap is a contraction of mental handicap or mentally handicapped. The charity,
now officially called the Royal Mencap Society, was formerly known as the Royal Society for
Mentally Handicapped Children and Adults.

MEngMEng ENGINEERING Master of Engineering
MEPMEP 1. ENGINEERING Master of Engineering Physics 2. POLITICS Member of the European

Parliament
mer.mer. GEOGRAPHY meridian
MESMES BUSINESS minimum efficient scale
MetMet /met/ 1. METEOROLOGY Meteorological (Office) 2. MUSIC Metropolitan Opera House

(in New York) 3. POLICE Metropolitan Police
met.met. 1. metallurgy 2. LANGUAGE metaphor 3. PHILOSOPHY metaphysics 4. meteorological

5. meteorology 6. metropolitan
metal.metal. 1. metallurgical 2. metallurgy
metall.metall. 1. metallurgical 2. metallurgy
meteor.meteor. meteorology
meteorol.meteorol. meteorology
Meth.Meth. CHRISTIANITY Methodist
MeVMeV MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS million electron volts
Mex.Mex. GEOGRAPHY 1. Mexican 2. Mexico
MEYMEY AGRICULTURE maximum economic yield
mfmf MUSIC mezzo forte (NOTE: The abbreviation mf, usually italicized, is used on sheet

music at a passage that is to be played or sung moderately loudly.)
mFmF MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS millifarad
MFMF 1. RADIO medium frequency 2. LANGUAGE Middle French
M/FM/F male or female (NOTE: The abbreviation M/F is used in advertisements for

accommodation, jobs and personal connections.)
MFAMFA ARTS Master of Fine Arts
mfdmfd manufactured
mfgmfg manufacturing
MFMMFM RADIO modified frequency modulation
MFNMFN COMMERCE a nation accorded the most favourable trading terms by another nation.

Full form most favoured nation
mfrmfr MANUFACTURING manufacturer
mfr.mfr. MANUFACTURING manufacture
MFSMFS COMPUTING Macintosh filing system
mgmg 1. ONLINE Madagascar (NOTE: The abbreviation mg is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.) 2. MEASUREMENTS milligram
MgMg CHEMICAL ELEMENTS magnesium
MGMG 1. ARMS machine gun 2. MILITARY Major General
MGBMGB POLICE the secret police of the former Soviet Union from 1946 to 1954. Full form

Ministerstvo Gosudarstvennoi Bezopasnosti (NOTE: From the Russian, ‘Ministry of
State Security’.)

mgmtmgmt management
mgrmgr manager
MgrMgr 1. a title for certain dignitaries, e.g. bishops and princes, in France and other French-

speaking countries. Full form Monseigneur 2. CHRISTIANITY a title for certain clerics of
the Roman Catholic Church. Full form Monsignor
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mgtmgt management
mhmh ONLINE Marshall Islands (NOTE: The abbreviation mh is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
mHmH MEASUREMENTS millihenry
MHMH 1. MAIL Marshall Islands 2. PSYCHOLOGY mental health
MHAMHA Aus, Can GOVERNMENT Member of the House of Assembly
MHCMHC GENETICS a group of genes in mammals that serve to make cells separate and

distinguishable from those of other organisms. Full form major histocompatibility
complex

MHDMHD PHYSICS magnetohydrodynamics
MHGMHG LANGUAGE Middle High German
MHLMHL EDUCATION Master of Hebrew Literature
MHzMHz MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS megahertz
MIMI 1. MAIL Michigan (NOTE: The abbreviation MI is part of the US sorting code on the last

line of a Michigan address.) 2. MILITARY Military Intelligence (NOTE: MI5 is the British
security and counterintelligence service, and MI6 is the British secret intelligence and
espionage service.) 3. MEDICINE a condition in which the heart’s mitral valve does not
form a complete seal on closing, allowing blood to reflux into the left atrium. Full form
mitral incompetence 4. MEDICINE the death of a segment of heart muscle, caused by a
blood clot in the coronary artery interrupting blood supply. Full form myocardial
infarction

mi.mi. MEASUREMENTS mile
MIAMIA MILITARY missing in action (NOTE: The abbreviation MIA is used in US English as a

noun to denote a soldier reported missing during military action.)
MICMIC CHEMISTRY a toxic liquid used in the manufacture of herbicides. Full form methyl

isocyanate
Mic.Mic. BIBLE Micah
Mich.Mich. CALENDAR Michaelmas
mid.mid. middle
Mid.Mid. MILITARY Midshipman
MiddxMiddx GEOGRAPHY Middlesex
MIDIMIDI /	mdi/ COMPUTING the interface between an electronic musical instrument and a

computer, used in composing and editing music. Full form musical instrument digital
interface

MiGMiG /m�/ AIR FORCE a high-speed high-altitude fighter aircraft built in Russia (NOTE: The
name of the aircraft is an acronym derived from the surnames of its designers, A. I.
Mikoyan and M. I. Gurevich.)

MIGMIG 1. BUSINESS formerly, a means-tested scheme to top up state pensions falling below
a minimum amount. Full form Minimum Income Guarantee (NOTE: The MIG was
replaced in 2003 by the Pensions Credit scheme.) 2. FINANCE mortgage indemnity
guarantee

MIGAMIGA FINANCE Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency
mightn’tmightn’t /	mat(ə)nt/ might not
might’vemight’ve /	mat(ə)v/ might have
milmil ONLINE military organization (NOTE: The abbreviation mil is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
mil.mil. 1. military 2. militia
milit.milit. military
MIMEMIME /mam/ ONLINE a set of Internet standards for handling multimedia and non-ASCII

material. Full form Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions
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min.min. 1. mineralogical 2. mineralogy 3. MEASUREMENTS minim 4. minimum 5. MINERAL

EXTRACT mining 6. minister 7. MUSIC minor 8. MEASUREMENTS, TIME minute
Min.Min. GOVERNMENT 1. Minister 2. Ministry
MINGMING ONLINE mailing (used in e-mails and text messages)
MIPMIP 1. INSURANCE marine insurance policy 2. FINANCE monthly investment plan
MIPSMIPS /mps/ 1. ONLINE meaningless information per second (NOTE: Mips in this sense is a

humorous corruption of the original meaning ‘million instructions per second’, coined
by computer hackers.) 2. COMPUTING million instructions per second

MIRASMIRAS /	mar�s/ FINANCE a former tax relief system on mortgages, whereby tax was
deducted from the amount before repayment instead of being paid and then reclaimed.
Full form mortgage interest relief at source

MIRVMIRV /m#�v/ MILITARY part of a ballistic missile containing more than one nuclear
weapon, each capable of being independently steered and aimed at a different target.
Full form multiple independently targeted re-entry vehicle

MISMIS COMPUTING 1. management information service 2. management information system
misc.misc. 1. miscellaneous 2. miscellany
MI-SETMI-SET E-COMMERCE merchant-initiated secure electronic transactions
Miss.Miss. 1. Mission 2. RELIGION Missionary
MITMIT 1. FINANCE an order to sell or purchase a commodity as soon as a particular price is

reached. Full form market if touched 2. EDUCATION Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

MIUMIU HEALTH SERVICES minor injuries unit
MJPEGMJPEG /	em pe�/ COMPUTING a version of the JPEG image compression system that

supports video. Full form motion JPEG
mkmk 1. ONLINE Macedonia (NOTE: The abbreviation mk is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.) 2. MONEY mark 3. MONEY markka
MkMk 1. BIBLE Mark 2. AUTOMOTIVE mark (NOTE: The abbreviation Mk, followed by a number,

is used to denote one of a series of car designs or models, as in Ford Escort Mk I.)
MKDIRMKDIR COMPUTING a DOS command used to create a new directory on a disc. Full form

make directory
mksmks MEASUREMENTS metre-kilogram-second (NOTE: The mks units form the basis of the

metric system of measurement that has the metre, kilogram, and second as its basic
units of length, mass, and time, respectively.)

mksAmksA MEASUREMENTS metre-kilogram-second-ampere (NOTE: The mksA system was
introduced in the 1930s in an effort to standardise international units of measurements.
It now forms a subset of the SI system.)

mktmkt COMMERCE market
mktgmktg marketing
mlml 1. ONLINE Mali (NOTE: The abbreviation ml is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.) 2. MEASUREMENTS mile 3. MEASUREMENTS millilitre
mLmL MEASUREMENTS millilambert
MLML ONLINE more later (used in e-mails and text messages)
M-LM-L WINE a process in wine fermentation in which malic acid is converted into lactic acid

by bacteria, making the wine less fruity and crisp. Full form malolactic (fermentation)
MLAMLA 1. EDUCATION Master of Landscape Architecture 2. Aus, Can GOVERNMENT Member

of the Legislative Assembly 3. LANGUAGE Modern Language Association
MLDMLD MEDICINE minimum lethal dose
MLFMLF MILITARY multilateral (nuclear) force
MLGMLG LANGUAGE Middle Low German
MLittMLitt /em|	lt/ EDUCATION Master of Letters (NOTE: From the Latin Magister Litterarum.)
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MlleMlle the French equivalent of Miss. Full form Mademoiselle
MllesMlles the plural of Mademoiselle (Mlle). Full form Mesdemoiselles
MLRMLR 1. BANKING minimum lending rate 2. MILITARY multiple-launch rockets
MLSOMLSO HEALTH SERVICES medical laboratory scientific officer
mmmm 1. MEASUREMENTS millimetre 2. ONLINE Myanmar (NOTE: The abbreviation mm is seen

at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
MMMM 1. the plural of Monsieur (M). Full form Messieurs (NOTE: Messrs, an alternative

abbreviation of Messieurs, is used as the plural of the English title Mr.) 2. MILITARY Military
Medal

MMCMMC BUSINESS Monopolies and Mergers Commission
MMDAMMDA FINANCE money market deposit account
MMDSMMDS RADIO multipoint microwave distribution system
MmeMme the French equivalent of Mrs. Full form Madame
MmesMmes the plural of Madame (Mme). Full form Mesdames
mmfmmf 1. PHYSICS magnetomotive force 2. ONLINE make money fast (used in e-mails and text

messages)
mmHgmmHg MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS a unit for measuring atmospheric pressure. Full form

millimetre of mercury
MMIMMI COMPUTING man-machine interface
MMMMMM MILITARY Member of the Order of Military Merit
mmolmmol MEASUREMENTS, CHEMISTRY millimole
MMPMMP NZ POLITICS an electoral system in which half of the governmental seats are

awarded by proportional representation, and half by majoritarian (first-past-the-post)
election. Full form Mixed Member Proportional

MMPIMMPI PSYCHOLOGY Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory
MMRMMR IMMUNOLOGY measles, mumps, rubella (vaccine) (NOTE: Rubella is the technical

name for German measles.)
MMSMMS a system that enables sounds, images, or animations to be incorporated into text

messages sent (usually) from mobile phones. Full form multimedia messaging service
MMUMMU COMPUTING memory management unit
MMusMMus MUSIC Master of Music
mnmn ONLINE Mongolia (NOTE: The abbreviation mn is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
MnMn CHEMICAL ELEMENTS manganese
MNMN 1. NAVIGATION magnetic north 2. NAVY Merchant Navy 3. MAIL Minnesota (NOTE: The

abbreviation MN is part of the US sorting code on the last line of a Minnesota address.)
MNAMNA GOVERNMENT Member of the National Assembly (of Quebec)
MNCMNC 1. ONLINE Mother Nature calls (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat

rooms) 2. COMMERCE multinational company (or corporation)
MNDMND MEDICINE motor neurone disease
MNEMNE COMMERCE multinational enterprise
mngrmngr manager
MoMo CHEMICAL ELEMENTS molybdenum
MOMO 1. COMPUTING magneto-optical 2. COMMERCE mail order 3. MEDICINE medical officer 4.

MAIL Missouri (NOTE: The abbreviation MO is part of the US sorting code on the last line
of a Missouri address.) 5. modus operandi 6. FINANCE money order

mo.mo. TIME month
m.o.m.o. 1. COMMERCE mail order 2. modus operandi 3. FINANCE money order
MoDMoD GOVERNMENT Ministry of Defence

AlphaSoup.fm  Page 101  Monday, July 19, 2004  4:56 PM



MOD 102

MODMOD /mɒd/ BUSINESS the remainder after the division of one number by another. Full
form modulus

mod.mod. 1. moderate 2. MUSIC moderato 3. modern
modif.modif. 1. modification 2. GRAMMAR modifier
MODSMODS MEDICINE multiple organ dysfunction syndrome
MOFMOF 1. male or female (NOTE: The abbreviation MOF is used in e-mails, text messages,

Internet chat rooms, and personal advertisements.) 2. MEDICINE multi-organ failure
MOHMOH HEALTH SERVICES Medical Officer of Health
MOIMOI GOVERNMENT a government department set up during World War 2 to gather and

disseminate information to help the war effort. In 1946 it was replaced by the non-
Ministerial Central Office of Information. Full form Ministry of Information

molmol CHEMISTRY mole
mol.mol. CHEMISTRY 1. molecular 2. molecule
mol. wtmol. wt CHEMISTRY molecular weight
m.o.m.m.o.m. COMMERCE middle of the month
MOMIMOMI /	məυmi/ Museum of the Moving Image
mon.mon. 1. CHRISTIANITY monastery 2. FINANCE monetary
Mon.Mon. 1. CALENDAR Monday 2. CHRISTIANITY a title for certain clerics of the Roman Catholic

Church. Full form Monsignor
MONEPMONEP FINANCE Marché des Options Négociables de Paris (NOTE: From the French, ‘Paris

traded options market’.)
MOOMOO /mu�/ ONLINE a virtual online space in which several participants can meet at a given

time to discuss a given topic. Full form multi-user domain, object-oriented
MOPMOP FINANCE a person who has assets such as shares that are nominally worth a million

pounds (or dollars) but that may never be realizable in cash. Full form millionaire on
paper

MOPPMOPP /mɒp/ MILITARY the correct amount and type of protective clothing that should be
worn in case of a chemical attack when carrying out a military mission, bearing in mind
the precise threat and the type of mission. Full form Mission Oriented Protective
Posture

MORMOR MUSIC middle-of-the-road (NOTE: The abbreviation MOR is used especially in radio
programming.)

mor.mor. INDUSTRY morocco (leather)
Mor.Mor. GEOGRAPHY 1. Moroccan 2. Morocco
MORFMORF ONLINE male or female (NOTE: The abbreviation MORF is used in e-mails, text

messages, Internet chat rooms, and personal advertisements.)
MORIMORI /	mɔ�ri/ MARKETING Market and Opinion Research Institute
morph.morph. BIOLOGY, LINGUISTICS 1. morphological 2. morphology
morphol.morphol. BIOLOGY, LINGUISTICS 1. morphological 2. morphology
MOSMOS COMPUTING metal oxide semiconductor
mos.mos. TIME months
MOSFETMOSFET /	mɒsfet/ COMPUTING metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistor
MOTMOT Ministry of Transport � I have to get my car MOT’d next week.

Although the Ministry of Transport no longer exists under this name (it is now the Department
for Transport, or DfT), the abbreviation MOT is still used as a noun to denote the annual
inspection of a vehicle to test its roadworthiness (a legal requirement in the United Kingdom)
and the certificate awarded to vehicles that pass. It is also used as a verb, meaning ‘to carry
out an MOT test on a vehicle’.

MOTASMOTAS ONLINE member of the appropriate sex (used in Internet bulletin boards)
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MOTDMOTD ONLINE message of the day (NOTE: The abbreviation MOTAS is used in e-mails, text
messages, Internet chat rooms, and personal advertisements.)

MOTOSMOTOS ONLINE member of the opposite sex (NOTE: The abbreviation MOTOS is used in
e-mails, text messages, Internet chat rooms, and personal advertisements.)

MOTSSMOTSS ONLINE member of the same sex (NOTE: The abbreviation MOTSS is used in e-
mails, text messages, Internet chat rooms, and personal advertisements.)

mousemouse /maυs/ MILITARY minimum orbital unmanned satellite of the Earth
MOWMOW GOVERNMENT Ministry of Works
MOXMOX /mɒks/ INDUST a reactor fuel made from plutonium that has been separated from

spent nuclear fuel by chemical reprocessing and mixed with natural or depleted uranium
Moz.Moz. GEOGRAPHY Mozambique
mpmp 1. CHEMISTRY melting point 2. MUSIC mezzo piano (NOTE: The abbreviation mp is seen

at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.) 3. ONLINE Northern Mariana Islands
(NOTE: The abbreviation mp, usually italicized, is used on sheet music at a passage that
is to be played or sung moderately softly.)

MPMP 1. GOVERNMENT Member of Parliament (NOTE: The abbreviation MP is used as a noun
in its own right in this sense.) 2. POLICE Metropolitan Police 3. MILITARY military police 4.
POLICE mounted police

MP3MP3 ONLINE a computer file standard for downloading compressed music from the
Internet, playable on a multimedia computer with appropriate software. Full form
Moving Picture Experts Group, Audio Layer 3

MPAMPA PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Master of Public Administration
MPCMPC 1. ECONOMICS marginal propensity to consume 2. BUSINESS Monetary Policy

Committee
MPDMPD PSYCHIATRY multiple personality disorder
MPEGMPEG /	empe�/ COMPUTING a computer file standard for compressing, storing, and

transmitting digital video and audio. Full form Moving Picture Experts Group (NOTE:
The abbreviation MPEG is also used as a noun to denote a file containing digital video
and audio in this format.)

mpgmpg MEASUREMENTS, AUTOMOTIVE miles per gallon
MPGMPG EDUCATION the basic salary scale for a teacher in Britain. Full form main

professional grade
mphmph MEASUREMENTS miles per hour
MPhilMPhil /em |	fl/ EDUCATION Master of Philosophy
MPMMPM ECONOMICS marginal propensity to import
MPPMPP BUSINESS maternity pay period
MPSMPS 1. ECONOMICS marginal propensity to save 2. PHARMACOLOGY Member of the

Pharmaceutical Society 3. COMPUTING microprocessor system
MPTMPT ECONOMICS marginal propensity to tax
MPUMPU COMPUTING microprocessor unit
MPVMPV AUTOMOBILES a large car that can carry more than five people, typically seven people

in three rows of seats. Full form multipurpose vehicle (NOTE: The abbreviation MPV is
used as a noun in its own right. The full form is rarely encountered, but such a vehicle
is often called a people carrier.)

mqmq ONLINE Martinique (NOTE: The abbreviation mq is seen at the end of Internet
addresses, preceded by a dot.)

mrmr ONLINE Mauritania (NOTE: The abbreviation mr is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

MRMR LAW Master of the Rolls
MRBMMRBM ARMS medium-range ballistic missile
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MRCMRC MEDICINE Medical Research Council
MRCAMRCA AIR FORCE multirole combat aircraft
MRCGPMRCGP MEDICINE Member of the Royal College of General Practitioners
MRCPMRCP MEDICINE Member of the Royal College of Physicians
MRCSMRCS SURGERY Member of the Royal College of Surgeons
MRCVSMRCVS VETERINARY MEDICINE Member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons
MREMRE MILITARY meal, ready to eat
MRIMRI MEDICINE an imaging technique that uses electromagnetic radiation to obtain images

of the body’s soft tissues, e.g. the brain and spinal cord � MRI scanning Full form
magnetic resonance imaging

MRIAMRIA Member of the Royal Irish Academy
MRLMRL ENVIRONMENT maximum residue level
mRNAmRNA GENETICS a form of RNA (ribonucleic acid) that is transcribed from a strand of DNA

and translated into a protein sequence at a cell ribosome. Full form messenger RNA
MRPMRP COMMERCE manufacturer’s recommended price
MRSMRS BUSINESS the point at which a consumer is willing to give up one good for another

and is equally satisfied with either. Full form marginal rate of substitution
MRSAMRSA MICROBIOLOGY a strain of a common pathogenic bacterium that has become

resistant to treatment by the antibiotic methicillin and is therefore a hazard in places
such as hospitals. Full form methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus

MRSCMRSC CHEMISTRY Member of the Royal Society of Chemistry
msms 1. MEASUREMENTS millisecond 2. ONLINE Montserrat (NOTE: The abbreviation ms is seen

at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
MSMS 1. PUBLISHING manuscript 2. SURGERY Master of Surgery 3. MAIL Mississippi (NOTE: The

abbreviation MS is part of the US sorting code on the last line of a Mississippi address.)
4. MEDICINE the narrowing of the heart’s mitral valve (the one-way valve between the
upper and lower chambers, on the left side) as the result of disease. Full form mitral
stenosis 5. ONLINE more (of the) same (used in e-mails and text messages) 6. BOAT motor
ship 7. MEDICINE multiple sclerosis 8. sacred to the memory of (NOTE: The abbreviation
MS is seen on gravestones.)

m/sm/s MEASUREMENTS metres per second
MSBMSB 1. COMPUTING most significant bit 2. BANKING mutual savings bank
MScMSc SCIENCE Master of Science
MS-DOSMS-DOS /�em es 	dɒs/ COMPUTING a trademark for a widely used computer operating

system. Full form Microsoft Disk Operating System
msecmsec MEASUREMENTS millisecond
MSFMSF HUMAN RESOURCES Manufacturing, Science, Finance (Union)
MSGMSG CHEMISTRY monosodium glutamate
msg.msg. message
MsgrMsgr 1. a title for certain dignitaries, e.g. bishops and princes, in France and other

French-speaking countries. Full form Monseigneur 2. CHRISTIANITY a title for certain
clerics of the Roman Catholic Church. Full form Monsignor

MSHMSH BIOCHEMISTRY melanocyte-stimulating hormone
MSIMSI COMPUTING medium scale integration
MSPMSP GOVERNMENT Member of the Scottish Parliament
MSSMSS PUBLISHING manuscripts
MSTMST TIME Mountain Standard Time
MSUMSU MEDICINE midstream specimen of urine
mSvmSv MEASUREMENTS, SCIENCE millisievert
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MSXMSX COMPUTING a hardware and software standard for home computers that can use
interchangeable software. Full form Microsoft Extended

MSYMSY AGRICULTURE maximum sustainable yield
mtmt 1. ONLINE Malta (NOTE: The abbreviation mt is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.) 2. GEOGRAPHY mount
MtMt 1. BIBLE Matthew 2. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS meitnerium 3. GEOGRAPHY Mount 4. GEOGRAPHY

Mountain
MTMT 1. MEASUREMENTS megaton 2. MEASUREMENTS metric ton 3. MAIL Montana (NOTE: The

abbreviation MT is part of the US sorting code on the last line of a Montana address.)
4. TIME Mountain Time

mt.mt. 1. MEASUREMENTS megaton 2. GEOGRAPHY mountain
MTAMTA COMPUTING mail transfer agent
MTBMTB NAVY motor torpedo boat
MTBEMTBE CHEMISTRY a lead-free antiknock petrol additive. Full form methyl tertiary-butyl

ethyl
MTBFMTBF COMPUTING mean time between failures
MTCEMTCE MEASUREMENTS million tonnes of coal equivalent
MTechMTech /	emtek/ EDUCATION Master of Technology
MTFMTF COMPUTING mean time to failure
MTFSMTFS BUSINESS Medium-Term Financial Strategy
mtgmtg meeting
mtg.mtg. FINANCE mortgage
MTMMTM MANAGEMENT methods-time measurement
mtnmtn GEOGRAPHY mountain
Mt Rev.Mt Rev. CHRISTIANITY Most Reverend
mtsmts GEOGRAPHY 1. mountains 2. mounts
MTTRMTTR MANUFACTURING mean time to repair
mumu ONLINE Mauritius (NOTE: The abbreviation mu is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
MUMU 1. Mothers’ Union 2. ONLINE multiuser (online space) 3. MUSIC Musicians’ Union
MUAMUA COMPUTING mail user agent
MUDMUD /m�d/ ONLINE a virtual online space in which several participants can contribute to

a communal project such as a collaboratively written story or a game for several players.
Full form multiuser domain

mus.mus. 1. museum 2. music 3. musical 4. musician
MusBMusB MUSIC Bachelor of Music (NOTE: From the Latin Musicae Baccalaureus.)
MusDMusD MUSIC Doctor of Music (NOTE: From the Latin Musicae Doctor.)
MusMMusM MUSIC Master of Music (NOTE: From the Latin Musicae Magister.)
mustn’tmustn’t /	m�s(ə)nt/ must not
MUXMUX COMPUTING multiplexer
mvmv 1. ONLINE Maldives (NOTE: The abbreviation mv is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.) 2. MUSIC a musical direction indicating that a passage is
to be sung or played with moderate volume from the voice or instrument. Full form
mezza voce

mVmV MEASUREMENTS millivolt
MVMV 1. COMMERCE market value 2. STATISTICS mean variation 3. MEASUREMENTS megavolt 4.

SHIPPING merchant vessel 5. BOAT motor vessel 6. ARMS muzzle velocity
MVAMVA COMMERCE 1. market value added 2. market value adjuster
MVDMVD POLICE the Ministry for Internal Affairs of the former Soviet Union from 1946 to

1960, which acted as its secret police. Full form Ministerstvo vnutrennikh dyel
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MVOMVO MILITARY Member of the Royal Victorian Order
MVPMVP 1. ECOLOGY minimum viable population 2. N Am SPORTS most valuable player

(award)
MVSMVS VETERINARY MEDICINE Master of Veterinary Surgery
MVScMVSc VETERINARY MEDICINE Master of Veterinary Science
mwmw ONLINE Malawi (NOTE: The abbreviation mw is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
mWmW MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY milliwatt
MWMW 1. WINE Master of Wine 2. RADIO medium wave 3. MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY

megawatt 4. CHEMISTRY molecular weight
MWCAMWCA FINANCE Monetary Working Capital Adjustment
mxmx ONLINE Mexico (NOTE: The abbreviation mx is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
MxMx MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS maxwell
MXMX 1. COMPUTING mail exchange (record) 2. MOTOR SPORTS motocross
mxdmxd mixed
mymy 1. ONLINE Malaysia (NOTE: The abbreviation my is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.) 2. MEASUREMENTS, TIME million years
MYMY BOAT motor yacht
MYOBMYOB ONLINE mind your own business (used in e-mails and text messages)
myth.myth. 1. mythological 2. mythology
mythol.mythol. 1. mythological 2. mythology
mzmz ONLINE Mozambique (NOTE: The abbreviation mz is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
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nn 1. PHYSICS amount of substance 2. PRINTING en dash 3. MEASUREMENTS nano- 4. COMMERCE

net 5. GRAMMAR neuter 6. PHYSICS neutron 7. GRAMMAR nominative 8. TIME noon 9. MUSIC

note 10. GRAMMAR noun 11. number 12. PHYSICS refractive index
NN 1. PHYSICS Avogadro’s number 2. PRINTING en dash 3. CHESS knight (NOTE: The

abbreviation N, representing the initial sound (rather than the initial letter) of the word,
is used to distinguish the knight from the king (K).) 4. MONEY naira 5. AUTOMOTIVE neutral
6. GEOGRAPHY New (NOTE: The abbreviation N is used in placenames.) 7. MEASUREMENTS,
PHYSICS newton 8. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS nitrogen 9. LANGUAGE Norse 10. north 11. northern
12. CALENDAR November

nana ONLINE Namibia (NOTE: The abbreviation na is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

NaNa CHEMICAL ELEMENTS sodium (NOTE: From the modern Latin natrium.)
NANA GEOGRAPHY North America
n/an/a 1. not applicable 2. not available
NAACPNAACP LAW National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
NAAFINAAFI /	n�fi/ MILITARY an organization that provides canteens and shops for people who

work in the armed forces. Full form Navy, Army, and Air Force Institutes (NOTE: The
acronym NAAFI is used as a noun denoting a canteen or shop provided by this
organization.)

NACNAC DOMESTIC National Advisory Council
NACODSNACODS /	nekɒdz/ HUMAN RESOURCES National Association of Colliery Overmen,

Deputies, and Shotfirers
NACRONACRO /	n�krəυ/ CRIME National Association for the Care and Resettlement of

Offenders
NADNAD BIOCHEMISTRY a coenzyme that plays a role in the electron transport chain, where it

is vital in the production of energy. Full form nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide
NADHNADH BIOCHEMISTRY the reduced form of NAD. Full form NAD hydrogen
NADPNADP BIOCHEMISTRY a coenzyme involved in anabolism, consisting of NAD with an extra

phosphate group. Full form nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide phosphate
NADPHNADPH BIOCHEMISTRY the reduced form of NADP. Full form NADP hydrogen
NAFTANAFTA /	n�ftə/ a free trade agreement signed between the United States and Canada

in 1989, and extended to include Mexico in 1994. Full form North American Free
Trade Agreement

Nah.Nah. BIBLE Nahum
NAHTNAHT EDUCATION National Association of Headteachers
NAINAI LAW nonaccidental injury
NAIRUNAIRU /	neru�/ ECONOMICS nonaccelerating inflation rate of unemployment
NAKNAK /n�k/ COMPUTING an ASCII control code used to indicate to the sender that a

transmitted message has not been properly received. Full form negative
acknowledgment

NALGONALGO /	n�l�əυ/ HUMAN RESOURCES a former trade union, now part of UNISON. Full
form National Association of Local Government Officers

N Am.N Am. GEOGRAPHY 1. North America 2. North American
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NANDNAND /n�nd/ COMPUTING a logic operator used in computing that produces an output
signal only if at least one of its inputs has no signal, thus being the inverse of an AND
operator. Full form not and

NAONAO FINANCE National Audit Office
NAPONAPO /	n�pəυ/ HUMAN RESOURCES National Association of Prison Officers
NASNAS NAVY naval air station
NASANASA /	n�sə/ AEROSPACE the US government agency responsible for nonmilitary

programmes in the exploration and scientific study of space. Full form National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NOTE: The acronym NASA is used as a noun
in its own right.)

NASDNASD FINANCE National Association of Securities Dealers
NASDAQNASDAQ /	n�zd�k/ FINANCE in the United States, an electronic communications system

that links all over-the-counter securities dealers to form a single market
NAS/UWTNAS/UWT HUMAN RESOURCES National Association of Schoolmasters/Union of Women

Teachers
nat.nat. 1. national 2. native 3. natural
NATFHENATFHE /	n�tfi�/ HUMAN RESOURCES National Association of Teachers in Further and

Higher Education
natlnatl national
NATONATO /	netəυ/ INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS an international organization established in

1949 to promote mutual defence and collective security. Full form North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NOTE: The acronym NATO is used as a noun in its own right.)

NATSOPANATSOPA /n�t |	səυpə/ HUMAN RESOURCES National Society of Operative Printers,
Graphical and Media Personnel (NOTE: The organization was formerly called the National
Society of Printers and Assistants, hence the acronym.)

naut.naut. nautical
NAVNAV FINANCE net asset value
nav.nav. 1. naval 2. navigable 3. navigation
NAVSATNAVSAT /	n�vs�t/ navigation satellite
nbnb CRICKET no ball
NbNb CHEMICAL ELEMENTS niobium
NBNB 1. GEOGRAPHY New Brunswick 2. used to draw attention to something particularly

important, usually an addition to or qualification of a previous statement. Full form nota
bene (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘mark well’.)

NBANBA 1. BASKETBALL National Basketball Association 2. BOXING National Boxing Association
3. PUBLISHING a former agreement in the British book trade that prevented booksellers
from selling books at prices lower than those fixed by the publishers. Full form Net
Book Agreement

NBCNBC 1. US BROADCASTING National Broadcasting Company 2. MILITARY nuclear, biological,
and chemical (weapons or warfare)

NBCDNBCD COMPUTING natural binary coded decimal
NBDNBD ONLINE no big deal (used in e-mails and text messages)
NbENbE north by east
NBERNBER ECONOMICS National Bureau of Economic Research
NBFINBFI FINANCE nonbank financial institution
NBGNBG no bloody good
NBLNBL PUBLISHING National Book League
NBTDNBTD ONLINE nothing better to do (used in e-mails and text messages)
NBVNBV ACCOUNTING net book value
NbWNbW north by west
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ncnc ONLINE New Caledonia (NOTE: The abbreviation nc is seen at the end of Internet
addresses, preceded by a dot.)

NCNC 1. EDUCATION a UK qualification in a vocational subject that is roughly equivalent to a
GCSE. Full form National Certificate 2. EDUCATION National Curriculum 3. COMPUTING

network computer 4. COMMERCE no charge 5. MAIL North Carolina (NOTE: The
abbreviation NC is part of the US sorting code on the last line of a North Carolina
address.) 6. COMPUTING numerical control

n/cn/c COMMERCE no charge
NCBNCB BANKING national central bank
NCCNCC 1. DOMESTIC National Consumer Council 2. EDUCATION National Curriculum Council

3. ENVIRONMENT Nature Conservancy Council
NCONCO MILITARY noncommissioned officer (NOTE: The abbreviation NCO is used as a noun

in its own right.)
NCSANCSA COMPUTING National Center for Supercomputing Applications
NCTNCT MEDICINE National Childbirth Trust
NCUNCU HUMAN RESOURCES National Communications Union
NCUANCUA FINANCE National Credit Union Administration
NdNd CHEMICAL ELEMENTS neodymium
NDND 1. EDUCATION a UK vocational qualification that is roughly equivalent to two A levels.

Full form National Diploma 2. no date (NOTE: The abbreviation nd is used when citing
a source that has no date, after the author’s name in parentheses.) 3. MAIL North Dakota
(NOTE: The abbreviation ND is part of the US sorting code on the last line of a North
Dakota address.)

NDANDA BUSINESS 1. nondisclosure agreement 2. nondisparagement agreement
NDENDE PARANORMAL a sensation that people on the brink of death have described as leaving

their own bodies and observing them as though they were bystanders. Full form near-
death experience

NDIPNDIP FINANCE nondeposit investment product
NDPNDP ECONOMICS net domestic product
NDPBNDPB GOVERNMENT a public body, often statutory, that is able to act independently of the

government that creates and finances it. The Arts Council and industrial tribunals are
examples of NDPBs. Full form non-departmental public body (NOTE: NDBP is the
more formal term that has come to replace quango, which acquired negative
associations because quangos were thought of as being unelectable and
unaccountable.)

NDTNDT TIME Newfoundland Daylight Time
NDUNDU HEALTH SERVICES Nursing Development Unit
nene ONLINE Niger (NOTE: The abbreviation ne is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
NeNe CHEMICAL ELEMENTS neon
NENE 1. MAIL Nebraska (NOTE: The abbreviation NE is part of the US sorting code on the last

line of a Nebraska address.) 2. GEOGRAPHY New England 3. northeast 4. northeastern
NEANEA US EDUCATION National Education Association
NEBNEB 1. BUSINESS National Enterprise Board 2. BIBLE New English Bible
NEbENEbE northeast by east
NEbNNEbN northeast by north
NECNEC 1. BUSINESS National Executive Committee 2. COMMERCE National Exhibition Centre

(Birmingham)
NEDCNEDC /	nedi/ ECONOMICS National Economic Development Council (NOTE: The NEDC is

informally called Neddy.)
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needn’tneedn’t /	ni�d(ə)nt/ need not
NEFNEF ENVIRONMENT noise exposure forecast
neg.neg. negative
Neh.Neh. BIBLE Nehemiah
nem. con.nem. con. /�nem 	kɒn/ LAW without opposition � The motion was carried nem. con.

(NOTE: From the Latin nemine contradicente ‘with no one contradicting’.)
NEONEO ASTRONOMY near-earth object
NEPADNEPAD ECONOMICS an organization established in 2001 by Africa’s political leaders to

implement an integrated social and economic development programme for the whole
continent. Full form New Partnership for Africa’s Development

NEQNEQ COMPUTING nonequivalence
NERCNERC /n#�k/ ENVIRONMENT Natural Environment Research Council
netnet ONLINE networking organization (NOTE: The abbreviation net is seen at the end of

Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
NetBIOSNetBIOS /	net �baɒs/ COMPUTING a commonly used standard set of commands,

originally developed by IBM, that allow application programs to carry out basic
operations such as file sharing and transferring data between nodes over a network. Full
form Network Basic Input Output System

Neth.Neth. GEOGRAPHY Netherlands
neurol.neurol. MEDICINE 1. neurological 2. neurology
neut.neut. GRAMMAR neuter
NEWNEW MILITARY nonexplosive warfare
New Eng.New Eng. GEOGRAPHY New England
Newf.Newf. GEOGRAPHY Newfoundland
nfnf ONLINE Norfolk Island (NOTE: The abbreviation nf is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
NFNF 1. POLITICS National Front 2. MEDICINE an inherited disorder causing visual and hearing

defects, other nervous disorders, and sometimes major deformities. Full form
neurofibromatosis 3. GEOGRAPHY Newfoundland 4. BANKING no funds 5. LANGUAGE

Norman French
NfdNfd GEOGRAPHY Newfoundland
NFERNFER EDUCATION National Foundation for Educational Research
NFLNFL AMERICAN FOOTBALL National Football League
NfldNfld GEOGRAPHY Newfoundland
NFSNFS 1. EMERGENCIES National Fire Service 2. COMPUTING network file service 3. COMPUTING

network file system 4. not for sale
NFTNFT 1. CINEMA National Film Theatre 2. TIME Newfoundland Time
NFUNFU AGRICULTURE National Farmers’ Union
NFWINFWI National Federation of Women’s Institutes
ngng 1. ONLINE Nigeria (NOTE: The abbreviation ng is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.) 2. no good
NGONGO nongovernmental organization
NHNH MAIL New Hampshire (NOTE: The abbreviation NH is part of the US sorting code on

the last line of a New Hampshire address.)
NHINHI HEALTH SERVICES National Health Insurance
NHSNHS HEALTH SERVICES National Health Service
nini ONLINE Nicaragua (NOTE: The abbreviation ni is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
NiNi CHEMICAL ELEMENTS nickel
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NINI 1. FINANCE National Insurance 2. NZ GEOGRAPHY North Island 3. GEOGRAPHY Northern
Ireland

NICNIC 1. FINANCE National Insurance contribution(s) 2. COMPUTING network interface card 3.
BUSINESS newly industrialized country

Nic.Nic. GEOGRAPHY Nicaragua
NiCadNiCad /	nak�d/ ELECTRICITY nickel-cadmium (battery)
NICAMNICAM /	nak�m/ near-instantaneous companded audio multiplex
NICENICE /nas/ MEDICINE National Institute for Clinical Excellence
NIDANIDA /	nadə/ PERFORMING ARTS Australia’s premier drama school. Full form National

Institute of the Dramatic Arts
NIEONIEO ECONOMICS New International Economic Order
NIESRNIESR ECONOMICS National Institute of Economic and Social Research
NIFNIF BUSINESS a facility by which a company obtains a short-term loan from a bank and can

use this to issue small Eurocurrency notes to replace ones which have expired. Full form
note issuance facility

Nig.Nig. GEOGRAPHY 1. Nigeria 2. Nigerian
NIHNIH 1. US HEALTH SERVICES National Institutes of Health 2. ECOLOGY a stubborn refusal to

make use of an existing solution to a problem, simply because it originated outside the
company. Full form not invented here

NIHENIHE EDUCATION National Institute for Higher Education
NIINII INDUST Nuclear Installations Inspectorate
NIMBYNIMBY /	nmbi/ ENVIRONMENT a person who objects to something unattractive or

potentially dangerous being located near his or her home. Full form not in my back
yard

The acronym NIMBY is usually derogatory, implying that the person would have no objection
to the offending installation if a different location were proposed (regardless of the potential
risk or inconvenience to others). It is also used to describe the attitude of such people.

NiMHNiMH ELECTRICITY nickel metal hydride (battery)
NIRCNIRC HUMAN RESOURCES National Industrial Relations Court
N Ire.N Ire. Northern Ireland
NIREXNIREX /	nareks/ INDUST Nuclear Industry Radioactive Waste Executive
NJNJ MAIL New Jersey (NOTE: The abbreviation NJ is part of the US sorting code on the last

line of a New Jersey address.)
nlnl 1. ONLINE Netherlands (NOTE: The abbreviation nl is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.) 2. PRINTING new line
NLNL LANGUAGE New Latin
NLFNLF POLITICS National Liberation Front
NLPNLP 1. COMPUTING natural language processing 2. PSYCHOLOGY neurolinguistic

programming
NLQNLQ COMPUTING of a high quality comparable to typewritten text. Full form near letter

quality
nmnm 1. MEASUREMENTS nanometre 2. MEASUREMENTS, NAUTICAL nautical mile 3. MEASUREMENTS

nuclear magneton
NMNM 1. MEASUREMENTS nautical mile 2. MAIL New Mexico (NOTE: The abbreviation NM is part

of the US sorting code on the last line of a New Mexico address.)
NMCNMC HEALTH SERVICES Nursing and Midwifery Council
NMINMI COMPUTING a high-priority interrupt signal that cannot be blocked and overrides all

other commands. Full form nonmaskable interrupt
nmolnmol MEASUREMENTS, CHEMISTRY nanomole
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NMRNMR PHYSICS the energy pulse released by an atomic nucleus exposed to high-frequency
radiation in a magnetic field, which is used to provide data about the atom that can be
transformed into an image by computer techniques. Full form nuclear magnetic
resonance (NOTE: NMR is used in medicine in the diagnostic technique of magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI).)

NNENNE north-northeast
NNINNI ENVIRONMENT a model used to assess average noise pollution by aircraft in an area.

Full form noise and number index
NNPNNP ECONOMICS net national product
NNRNNR ECOLOGY National Nature Reserve
NNTPNNTP COMPUTING network news transfer protocol
NNWNNW north-northwest
nono ONLINE Norway (NOTE: The abbreviation no is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
NoNo CHEMICAL ELEMENTS nobelium
no.no. 1. north 2. northern 3. number
No.No. number (NOTE: From the Latin numero, ablative of numerus.)
n.o.n.o. CRICKET not out
NOHSCNOHSC HEALTH National Occupational Health and Safety Commission
NoINoI ISLAM Nation of Islam
nol. pros.nol. pros. LAW an entry made in a court record when a plaintiff or a prosecutor decides

not to proceed further with a case or action. Full form nolle prosequi (NOTE: From the
Latin, ‘be unwilling to pursue’.)

nom.nom. GRAMMAR nominative
NOPNOP National Opinion Polls
NopoNopo /	nəυpəυ/ RAIL a train that is controlled automatically and needs no driver. Full form

no person operated train
NORNOR /nɔ�/ LOGIC a logic operator with two arguments that returns true if and only if both

arguments are false. Full form not or
Nor.Nor. 1. HISTORY Norman 2. North 3. GEOGRAPHY Norway 4. LANGUAGE Norwegian
Norf.Norf. GEOGRAPHY Norfolk
norm.norm. MATHEMATICS normal
Norm.Norm. HISTORY Norman
Northants.Northants. GEOGRAPHY Northamptonshire
Norw.Norw. 1. GEOGRAPHY Norway 2. LANGUAGE Norwegian
NOSNOS COMPUTING network operating system
nos.nos. numbers
Nos.Nos. numbers
n.o.s.n.o.s. not otherwise specified
Notts.Notts. GEOGRAPHY Nottinghamshire
Nov.Nov. CALENDAR November
NOWNOW /naυ/ National Organization for Women
NOxNOx ENVIRONMENT nitrogen oxides
NOYBNOYB ONLINE none of your business (used in e-mails and text messages)
npnp 1. ONLINE Nepal (NOTE: The abbreviation np is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.) 2. PRINTING new paragraph
NpNp 1. MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY neper 2. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS neptunium
NPNP 1. POLITICS National Party 2. MEDICINE neuropsychiatry 3. PRINTING new paragraph 4. LAW

notary public 5. GRAMMAR noun phrase
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NPANPA PRESS Newspaper Publishers’ Association
NPDNPD MARKETING new product development
NPKNPK AGRICULTURE nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium (in fertilizers) (NOTE: The

abbreviation NPK is made up of the chemical symbols of the three elements.)
NPLNPL 1. PHYSICS National Physical Laboratory 2. ENVIRONMENT noise pollution level
NPNNPN CHEMISTRY nonprotein nitrogen
NPPNPP ECOLOGY net primary productivity
NPVNPV FINANCE 1. no par value 2. net present value
NPWSNPWS Aus ECOLOGY National Parks and Wildlife Service
NQANQA ONLINE no questions asked (used in e-mails and text messages)
nrnr 1. ONLINE Nauru (NOTE: The abbreviation nr is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.) 2. near
NRANRA 1. ARMS National Rifle Association 2. ENVIRONMENT National Rivers Authority
NRCNRC INDUST Nuclear Regulatory Commission
NRDCNRDC BUSINESS National Research and Development Corporation
NRDSNRDS MEDICINE neonatal respiratory distress syndrome
NREMNREM PHYSIOLOGY used to describe a stage of sleep in which rapid eye movement (REM)

does not occur � NREM sleep Full form nonrapid eye movement
NRINRI an Indian citizen who has migrated to another country. Full form nonresident

Indian
NRMANRMA AUTOMOTIVE the largest motoring organization in Australia, providing roadside

assistance, travel information, and other motor-related services to its members, as well
as insurance and travel services to the general public. Full form National Roads and
Motorists Association

NRNNRN ONLINE no reply necessary (used in e-mails and text messages)
NRPBNRPB HEALTH SERVICES National Radiological Protection Board
NRVNRV FINANCE net realizable value
NRWTNRWT FINANCE tax payable by a non-resident of a country on any income which has been

made in that country, such as royalties or share dividends. Full form nonresident
withholding tax

NRZNRZ COMPUTING transmission of binary data which does not return to a zero volts signal
in between each bit of data. Full form nonreturn to zero

nsns MEASUREMENTS, TIME nanosecond
NSNS 1. CALENDAR New Style (NOTE: The abbreviation NS is seen after a date reckoned

according to the Gregorian calendar, especially one falling before or around the time of
the changeover from the Julian calendar.) 2. BANKING not sufficient (funds) 3. GEOGRAPHY

Nova Scotia 4. SHIPPING nuclear ship
n.s.n.s. 1. nearside 2. new series 3. not specified
n/sn/s BANKING not sufficient (funds)
N/SN/S 1. nonsmoker 2. nonsmoking
NSANSA 1. US National Security Agency 2. ACCOUNTING National Society of Accountants 3.

ENVIRONMENT nitrate-sensitive area
NSAIDNSAID PHARMACOLOGY any of a group of drugs taken orally or applied externally for the

relief of pain or inflammation. Aspirin and ibuprofen are NSAIDs. Full form
nonsteroid(al) anti-inflammatory drug

NS & INS & I FINANCE National Savings and Investments
NSBNSB BANKING National Savings Bank
NSCNSC 1. National Safety Council 2. FINANCE National Savings Certificate 3. US National

Security Council
nsecnsec MEASUREMENTS, TIME nanosecond
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NSFNSF BANKING not sufficient funds
NSGNSG EDUCATION nonstatutory guidelines
NSPCANSPCA US VETERINARY MEDICINE National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
NSPCCNSPCC SOCIAL WELFARE National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
NSUNSU MEDICINE nonspecific urethritis
NSWNSW GEOGRAPHY New South Wales
NTNT 1. National Trust 2. BIBLE New Testament 3. CARD GAMES no trump 4. TIME Nome Time

5. Aus GEOGRAPHY Northern Territory 6. Can GEOGRAPHY Northwest Territories
NTANTA FINANCE net tangible assets
NTBNTB BUSINESS a restriction on import and export over a country’s borders that is not tariff-

related, e.g. the lack of a market for the product in that country. Full form nontariff
barrier

NthNth north
NTIMNTIM ONLINE not that it matters (used in e-mails and text messages)
NTLNTL ONLINE (used in e-mails and text messages) 1. nevertheless 2. nonetheless
NTPNTP 1. COMPUTING network time protocol 2. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS normal temperature

and pressure
NTSCNTSC US TV a standard that defines the minimum definition quality for colour broadcasts

in the US. Full form National Television Systems Committee
NTWNTW 1. ONLINE not to worry (used in e-mails and text messages) 2. no time-wasters (NOTE:

In the meaning ‘no time-wasters’, the abbreviation NTW is used in personal ads and
online dating.)

nt wtnt wt MEASUREMENTS net weight
nunu ONLINE Niue (NOTE: The abbreviation nu is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
NUAAWNUAAW HUMAN RESOURCES National Union of Agricultural and Allied Workers
NUCPSNUCPS HUMAN RESOURCES National Union of Civil and Public Servants
NUDETSNUDETS MILITARY nuclear detection system
NUJNUJ HUMAN RESOURCES National Union of Journalists
NUMNUM HUMAN RESOURCES National Union of Mineworkers
num.num. 1. number 2. numeral
Num.Num. BIBLE Numbers
NUPENUPE /	nju�pi�/ HUMAN RESOURCES a former trade union, now part of UNISON. Full form

National Union of Public Employees
NURMTWNURMTW HUMAN RESOURCES National Union of Rail, Maritime, and Transport Workers
NUSNUS 1. HUMAN RESOURCES National Union of Seamen 2. EDUCATION National Union of

Students
NUTNUT HUMAN RESOURCES National Union of Teachers
NVNV 1. MAIL Nevada (NOTE: The abbreviation NV is part of the US sorting code on the last

line of a Nevada address.) 2. WINE nonvintage 3. FINANCE used to describe a share that
does not give the holder the right to vote at company meetings. Full form nonvoting

N/VN/V BANKING no value
NVCNVC ECOLOGY a system for studying and classifying all plant matter in the UK. Full form

national vegetation classification
nvCJDnvCJD MEDICINE a form of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) that has a much shorter

incubation period than previously recognized types but is clinically identical. Full form
new variant CJD

NVQNVQ EDUCATION a UK qualification, awarded at a variety of levels in a technical or
vocational subject, certifying the holder’s proficiency in a range of work-related
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activities. Full form National Vocational Qualification (NOTE: The abbreviation NVQ is
used as a noun in its own right.)

NVZNVZ ENVIRONMENT nitrate-vulnerable zone
NWNW 1. northwest 2. northwestern
NWbNNWbN northwest by north
NWbWNWbW northwest by west
NwfldNwfld GEOGRAPHY Newfoundland
NWTNWT Can GEOGRAPHY Northwest Territories
n.wtn.wt MEASUREMENTS net weight
NYNY MAIL New York (State) (NOTE: The abbreviation NY is part of the US sorting code on

the last line of an address in the state of New York.)
NYCNYC GEOGRAPHY New York City
NYCENYCE FINANCE New York Cotton Exchange
NYFENYFE FINANCE New York Futures Exchange
NYLONNYLON /	nalɒn/ relating to a transatlantic lifestyle divided between New York and

London, as lived by successful business executives (NOTE: The abbreviation NY-LON is a
combination of the abbreviations for Nw York and London.)

NYMEXNYMEX /	nameks/ FINANCE New York Mercantile Exchange
NYONYO MUSIC National Youth Orchestra
NYPNYP PUBLISHING not yet published
NYSENYSE STOCK EXCHANGE New York Stock Exchange
nznz ONLINE New Zealand (NOTE: The abbreviation nz is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
NZNZ New Zealand
NZBCNZBC New Zealand Broadcasting Corporation
N Zeal.N Zeal. New Zealand
NZMANZMA MEDICINE New Zealand Medical Association
NZRFUNZRFU RUGBY New Zealand Rugby Football Union
NZSENZSE STOCK EXCHANGE New Zealand Stock Exchange
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oo 1. GEOGRAPHY ocean 2. PRINTING octavo 3. old 4. MATHEMATICS order 5. BASEBALL out 6.

CRICKET over(s) 7. PHARMACOLOGY pint
o’o’ /ə/ of
OO 1. GEOGRAPHY ocean 2. PRINTING octavo 3. CALENDAR October 4. old 5. MATHEMATICS order

6. BASEBALL out 7. ONLINE over (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat rooms)
8. CRICKET over(s) 9. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS oxygen

OAOA 1. COMPUTING office automation 2. MEDICINE osteoarthritis
o/ao/a on or about
OACOAC COMMERCE on approved credit
OAMOAM MILITARY Medal of the Order of Australia
O & MO & M BUSINESS a process of examining how an office works, and suggesting how it can

be made more efficient. Full form organization and method
OAPOAP SOCIAL SCIENCES a person who is entitled to draw a state pension on reaching a

specific age, usually after retirement. Full form old-age pensioner (NOTE: The
abbreviation OAP is used as a noun in its own right.)

OASOAS POLITICS Organization of American States
OAUSOAUS ONLINE on an unrelated subject (used in e-mails and text messages)
OBOB 1. MEDICINE obstetric 2. MEDICINE obstetrician 3. MEDICINE obstetrics 4. BROADCASTING

outside broadcast
ob.ob. 1. he or she died (NOTE: From the Latin obiit.) 2. MUSIC oboe 3. MEDICINE obstetric 4.

MEDICINE obstetrician 5. MEDICINE obstetrics
Ob.Ob. BIBLE Obadiah
Obad.Obad. BIBLE Obadiah
obb.obb. MUSIC obbligato
OBCOBC S Asia SOCIOLOGY Other Backward Classes
OBEOBE MILITARY Officer of the (Order of the) British Empire
OBIOBI E-COMMERCE open buying on the Internet
obj.obj. 1. GRAMMAR object 2. objection 3. GRAMMAR objective
obl.obl. PRINTING oblique
o.b.o.o.b.o. COMMERCE or best offer (NOTE: The abbreviation o.b.o. is used in classified

advertisements following a guide price.)
obs.obs. 1. obscure 2. observation 3. ASTRONOMY observatory 4. obsolete 5. MEDICINE

obstetrics
Obs.Obs. ASTRONOMY Observatory
OBSFOBSF FINANCE off-balance-sheet financing
obstet.obstet. MEDICINE 1. obstetric 2. obstetrics
OBTWOBTW ONLINE oh, by the way (used in e-mails and text messages)
OCOC 1. MILITARY Officer Commanding 2. PHARMACOLOGY oral contraceptive 3. BIOCHEMISTRY

organic carbon 4. STAMPS original cover
Oc.Oc. GEOGRAPHY Ocean
o.c.o.c. in the work or works cited (NOTE: The abbreviation o.c., from the Latin opus citatum

or opere citato, is a less frequent variant of op. cit.)
o/co/c FINANCE overcharge
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OCAMOCAM ECONOMICS African and Malagasy Common Organization (NOTE: From the French
Organisation commune africaine et malgache.)

occ.occ. 1. GEOGRAPHY occident 2. occupation
OCCAMOCCAM /	ɒkəm/ COMPUTING a computer programming language used in large

multiprocessor or multi-user systems
occas.occas. 1. occasional 2. occasionally
OCDOCD PSYCHIATRY obsessive-compulsive disorder
OCEOCE COMPUTING open collaboration environment
OCFOCF FINANCE operating cash flow
OCROCR 1. FINANCE official cash rate 2. COMPUTING optical character reader 3. COMPUTING

optical character recognition
OCSOCS US MILITARY Officer Candidate School
oct.oct. PRINTING octavo
Oct.Oct. CALENDAR October
ODOD 1. OPHTHALMOLOGY Doctor of Optometry 2. MILITARY Officer of the Day 3. MILITARY

greyish-green cloth used for military uniforms, or a uniform made of this cloth. Full form
olive drab 4. MAPS the sea-level standard adopted by the Ordnance Survey for
mapmaking purposes. Full form ordnance datum 5. MEDICINE overdose (NOTE: The
abbreviation OD is used informally as a noun or verb, both in the literal sense of
overdosing on a drug and in the figurative sense of overindulgence in anything.) 6.
BANKING overdraft 7. BANKING overdrawn

o.d.o.d. 1. BANKING on demand 2. MEASUREMENTS outside diameter 3. OPHTHALMOLOGY right
eye

O/DO/D BANKING 1. overdraft 2. overdrawn
ODAODA HEALTH SERVICES operating department assistant
ODPODP ENVIRONMENT ozone-depleting potential
OeOe MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS oersted
OEOE LANGUAGE Old English
OECDOECD COMMERCE Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
OEICOEIC /ɔk/ FINANCE a limited company managing a portfolio of investments for investors

with holdings in the form of units representing a fraction of the value of the investments
that are issued and bought back by the managers. Full form open-ended investment
company

OEMOEM COMPUTING original equipment manufacturer
OEOOEO US ECONOMICS Office of Economic Opportunity
OfcomOfcom /	ɒfkɒm/ TV, RADIO an organisation formed in late 2003, regulating independent

television and radio communications in the UK. Full form Office of Communications
OFEXOFEX /	ɒfeks/ STOCK EXCHANGE private trading facilities for buying and selling shares in

companies that are not quoted on the London Stock Exchange. Full form off exchange
off.off. 1. office 2. officer 3. official
OFFEROFFER /	ɒfə/ UTILITIES a regulatory body set up to supervise the electricity industry in the

United Kingdom after privatization and deregulation. Full form Office of Electricity
Regulation

OFGASOFGAS /	ɒf��s/ UTILITIES a regulatory body set up to supervise the gas industry in the
United Kingdom after privatization and deregulation. Full form Office of Gas Supply

OFMOFM CHRISTIANITY Order of Minor Friars (NOTE: The abbreviation OFM, from the Latin
Ordo Fratrum Minorum, is used by Franciscan friars.)

OFSTEDOFSTED /	ɒfsted/ EDUCATION the government department that monitors educational
standards in schools and colleges in England and Wales. Full form Office for Standards
in Education
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OFTOFT COMMERCE Office of Fair Trading
OFTELOFTEL /	ɒftel/ TELECOMMUNICATIONS a regulatory body set up to supervise the

telecommunications industry in the United Kingdom after privatization and
deregulation. Full form Office of Telecommunications

OFWATOFWAT /	ɒfwɒt/ UTILITIES a regulatory body set up to supervise water services in the
United Kingdom after privatization and deregulation. Full form Office of Water
Services

OGOG 1. MILITARY Officer of the Guard 2. STAMPS original gum
o.g.o.g. 1. STAMPS original gum 2. SPORTS own goal
OGDOGD MEDICINE oesophagogastroduodenoscopy
O gradeO grade EDUCATION a former lower-level examination for the Scottish Certificate of

Education, now replaced by Standard grade. Full form Ordinary grade
OHOH 1. HEALTH SERVICES occupational health 2. MAIL Ohio (NOTE: The abbreviation OH is part

of the US sorting code on the last line of an Ohio address.)
OHGOHG LANGUAGE Old High German
OHMSOHMS On Her (or His) Majesty’s Service
OHPOHP overhead projector
OHVOHV 1. VEHICLES off-highway vehicle 2. MECHANICAL ENGINEERING overhead valve
OIOI BUSINESS operating income
OICOIC ONLINE oh, I see (used in e-mails and text messages)
OINKOINK /ɔŋk/ SOCIAL SCIENCES � see note at dinky
OIROOIRO COMMERCE offers in the region of

The abbreviation OIRO is used in classified advertisements, followed by a guide price. It is one
of several standard abbreviations used by estate agents: others include ch (‘central heating’),
dbl bed (‘double bedroom’), d/g (‘double-glazing’), f/h (‘freehold’), l/h (‘leasehold’), p/b
(‘purpose-built’) and OSP (‘off-street parking’).

OJOJ BEVERAGES orange juice
OJTOJT HUMAN RESOURCES on-the-job training
OKOK 1. all right (NOTE: The abbreviation OK is part of the US sorting code on the last line

of an Oklahoma address.) 2. MAIL Oklahoma
The abbreviation OK (often ‘spelt out’ as okay) is of uncertain origin. It may be short for orl
korrect, a facetious misspelling of ‘all correct’, or Old Kinderhook, a nickname of Martin Van
Buren, 8th president of the United States (1837–41), who was born in Kinderhook, New York
State. The abbreviation is used as an adjective (Is that OK with you?), an adverb (if everything
goes OK), a noun (until they give us the OK), a verb (I’ll OK it with my boss), and an interjection
indicating agreement or approval.

OLEOLE COMPUTING object linking and embedding
O levelO level EDUCATION a former examination primarily for 16-year-olds in England and Wales

that was replaced (along with the Certificate of Secondary Education) by the General
Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE). It was the lower of two levels of the General
Certificate of Education (GCE), the other being Advanced level (A level). Full form
Ordinary level (NOTE: The abbreviation O level is used as a noun to denote both the
level (studying Latin at O level) and the qualification (candidates with five or more O
levels).)

OLSOLS BUSINESS ordinary least squares
omom ONLINE Oman (NOTE: The abbreviation om is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
OMOM MILITARY Order of Merit
OMBOMB BUSINESS Office of Management and Budget
OMLXOMLX FINANCE London Securities and Derivatives Exchange
OMOVOMOV /	əυmɒv/ POLITICS one member one vote
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OMROMR COMPUTING 1. optical mark reader 2. optical mark recognition
ONON 1. LANGUAGE Old Norse 2. GEOGRAPHY Ontario
ONIONI NAVY Office of Naval Intelligence
o.n.o.o.n.o. COMMERCE or near(est) offer (NOTE: The abbreviation o.n.o. is used in classified

advertisements following a guide price.)
ONSONS STATISTICS Office for National Statistics
Ont.Ont. GEOGRAPHY Ontario
o.o.o.o. COMMERCE on order
OODOOD NAVY officer of the deck
OOGOOG COMPUTING graphics images present in a computer as actual instructions to draw

objects and not as bit maps. Full form object-oriented graphics
OOPOOP COMPUTING a form of computer programming based on objects arranged in a

branching hierarchy. Full form object-oriented programming
OOTBOOTB ONLINE (used in e-mails and text messages) 1. out of the blue 2. out of the box
OPOP 1. MILITARY observation post 2. CHRISTIANITY Order of Preachers (NOTE: The abbreviation

OP is used by Dominican friars.) 3. CHEMISTRY organophosphate 4. PUBLISHING out of print
5. MEDICINE outpatient

op.op. 1. MUSIC opera 2. operation (NOTE: When op is used informally as a noun in this sense
(especially with reference to a surgical operation), it is written without a full stop.) 3.
opposite 4. OPTICS optical 5. a creative piece of work, especially in music or literature.
Full form opus

Op.Op. MUSIC Opus (NOTE: The abbreviation Op., followed by a number, is used to identify
one of series of works by the same composer arranged to show the order in which they
were written or catalogued.)

O/PO/P COMPUTING output
OPAOPA BUSINESS offre publique d’achat (NOTE: From the French, ‘public offer to buy’.)
OPAPOPAP WINE Appellation of Origin of Superior Quality
op artop art /	ɒp ɑ�t/ ART a 20th-century school of abstract art using geometric patterns and

colour to create the illusion of movement. Full form optical art
OPBOPB PENSIONS Occupational Pensions Board
op. cit.op. cit. in the work or works quoted (NOTE: The abbreviation op.cit., from the Latin opus

citatum or opere citato, is used in textual references to a source already mentioned.)
OPEOPE WINE Controlled Appellation of Origin
OPECOPEC /	əυpek/ INDUSTRY an organization of oil-producing countries that share the same

policies regarding the sale of petroleum. Full form Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (NOTE: The acronym OPEC is used as a noun in its own right.)

ophthal.ophthal. MEDICINE 1. ophthalmologist 2. ophthalmology
ophthalmol.ophthalmol. MEDICINE 1. ophthalmologist 2. ophthalmology
OPMOPM FINANCE other people’s money
OPPOPP oriented polypropylene (NOTE: OPP film is a plastic film used for packaging.)
opp.opp. opposite
op shopop shop /	ɒp ʃɒp/ ANZ COMMERCE a charity shop selling second-hand goods donated by

members of the public. Full form opportunity shop
OPTOPT MANUFACTURING optimized production technology
opt.opt. 1. GRAMMAR optative 2. optical 3. OPHTHALMOLOGY optician 4. optics 5. optimum 6.

optional
OROR 1. /ɔ�/ LAW own recognizance 2. FINANCE an official appointed to manage a bankrupt’s

property prior to the appointment of a trustee. Full form Official Receiver 3. MEDICINE

the US name for an operating theatre. Full form operating room 4. BUSINESS analysis of
the problems that exist in complex systems such as those used to run a business or a
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military campaign, designed to give a scientific basis for decision-making. Full form
operations (or operational) research 5. MAIL Oregon (NOTE: The abbreviation OR is
part of the US sorting code on the last line of an Oregon address.) 6. MILITARY other ranks
7. INSURANCE owner’s risk

ORBORB COMPUTING object request broker
orch.orch. MUSIC 1. orchestra 2. orchestrated by
ord.ord. 1. order 2. ordinal 3. ordinance 4. ordinary 5. MILITARY ordnance
ordn.ordn. MILITARY ordnance
orgorg /ɔ��/ ONLINE noncommercial organization (NOTE: The abbreviation org is seen at the

end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
org.org. 1. organic 2. organization 3. organized
orig.orig. 1. origin 2. original 3. originally
ornith.ornith. BIRDS 1. ornithological 2. ornithology
OROMOROM /	əυ rɒm/ COMPUTING optical read-only memory
ORTORT MEDICINE oral rehydration therapy
orth.orth. MEDICINE 1. orthopaedic 2. orthopaedics
ORVORV VEHICLES off-road vehicle
OsOs CHEMICAL ELEMENTS osmium
OSOS 1. OPHTHALMOLOGY left eye (NOTE: From the Latin oculus sinister.) 2. LAW old series 3.

CALENDAR Old Style (NOTE: The abbreviation OS is seen after a date reckoned according
to the Julian calendar, especially one falling before or around the time of the changeover
to the Gregorian calendar.) 4. COMPUTING operating system 5. MILITARY Ordinary Seaman
6. MAPS Ordnance Survey 7. COMMERCE out of stock 8. CLOTHING outsize 9. BANKING

outstanding
o.s.o.s. 1. LAW old series 2. COMMERCE out of stock 3. BANKING outstanding
O/SO/S COMMERCE out of stock
OSAOSA 1. MEDICINE cessation or restriction of breathing during sleep that results in loud

snoring. Full form obstructive sleep apnoea 2. CHRISTIANITY Order of Saint Augustine
OSBOSB CHRISTIANITY Order of Saint Benedict
OSCEOSCE POLITICS Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
OSDOSD CHRISTIANITY Order of Saint Dominic
OSFOSF 1. COMPUTING Open Software Foundation 2. CHRISTIANITY Order of Saint Francis
OSIOSI COMPUTING open systems interconnection
OSPFOSPF COMPUTING open shortest path first
OSUOSU CHRISTIANITY Order of Saint Ursula
OTOT 1. HEALTH SERVICES occupational therapist 2. HEALTH SERVICES occupational therapy 3.

BIBLE Old Testament 4. HUMAN RESOURCES overtime
OTCOTC 1. MILITARY Officers’ Training Corps 2. STOCK EXCHANGE, PHARMACOLOGY over-the-

counter
OTEOTE HUMAN RESOURCES on-target earnings (NOTE: The abbreviation OTE is used in

advertisements for jobs that pay commission.)
OTECOTEC /	əυtek/ METEOROLOGY Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion
OTLOTL ONLINE out to lunch (used in e-mails and text messages)
OTOOTO BUSINESS one time only
OTOHOTOH ONLINE on the other hand (used in e-mails and text messages)
otol.otol. MEDICINE otology
OTPOTP E-COMMERCE open trading protocol
OTSOTS 1. MILITARY Officers’ Training School 2. MARKETING opportunities to see
OTTOTT ridiculously or outrageously exaggerated or excessive �? Full form over the top

(NOTE: The abbreviation OTT is used as an adjective in its own right.)
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OUOU EDUCATION Open University
OVOV COMPUTING overflow
OWTTEOWTTE ONLINE or words to that effect (used in e-mails and text messages)
Oxon.Oxon. 1. EDUCATION of (the University of) Oxford (NOTE: The abbreviation Oxon., from

the Latin Oxoniensis, is used after titles of academic awards.) 2. GEOGRAPHY Oxfordshire
ozoz 1. ONLINE Australia (NOTE: The abbreviation oz is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.) 2. MEASUREMENTS ounce
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pp 1. PUBLISHING page 2. part 3. GRAMMAR participle 4. GRAMMAR past 5. MONEY pence 6.

MONEY penny 7. per 8. MUSIC piano (NOTE: The abbreviation p, usually italicized, is used
on sheet music at a passage that is to be played or sung softly.) 9. MEASUREMENTS pico-
10. MEASUREMENTS pint 11. pipe 12. population 13. HANDICRAFT purl (NOTE: The
abbreviation p is used in knitting patterns as an instruction to make a purl stitch as
opposed to a knit stitch (k).)

PP 1. PHYSICS parity 2. AUTOMOTIVE park (NOTE: The abbreviation P is used on the gear
selector of a motor vehicle with automatic transmission.) 3. CHRISTIANITY Pastor 4. MONEY

pataca 5. CHESS pawn 6. MONEY the former unit of currency in Spain and Andorra,
replaced by the euro in 2002. Symbol for peseta 7. MONEY peso 8. MEASUREMENTS peta-
9. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS phosphorus 10. SPORTS played 11. PHYSICS power 12. President 13.
PHYSICS pressure 14. CHRISTIANITY Priest 15. Prince 16. MONEY pula

P2PP2P ONLINE 1. used to describe payments or linkups made between two individuals via
the Internet. Full form peer-to-peer 2. used to describe software enabling commercial
or private users of the Internet to communicate or share resources without the use of
intermediaries such as servers. Full form person-to-person

papa ONLINE Panama (NOTE: The abbreviation pa is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

PaPa 1. PHYSICS pascal 2. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS protactinium
PAPA 1. INSURANCE insurance for goods being shipped against partial damage or loss, usually

that caused by the shipping process itself. Full form particular average 2. MAIL

Pennsylvania (NOTE: The abbreviation PA is part of the US sorting code on the last line of
a Pennsylvania address.) 3. BANKING personal account 4. personal appearance 5. BUSINESS

personal assistant (NOTE: The abbreviation PA is used as a noun in its own right in this
sense.) 6. US HEALTH SERVICES physician’s assistant 7. MILITARY Post Adjutant 8. LAW power
of attorney 9. COMMUNICATION press agent 10. PRESS Press Association 11. US LAW

prosecuting attorney 12. an electronic amplification system used to increase the sound
level of speech or music in a large or open space such as a stadium or auditorium � An
announcement was made over the PA. Full form public-address (system) (NOTE: The
abbreviation PA is used as a noun in its own right in this sense.)

p.a.p.a. FINANCE per annum
P/AP/A LAW power of attorney
PABAPABA /	p�bə/ BIOCHEMISTRY a form of aminobenzoic acid, part of the B vitamin complex,

that is used in sunscreen lotions. Full form para-aminobenzoic acid
PABXPABX TELECOMMUNICATIONS private automatic branch exchange
PACEPACE LAW Police and Criminal Evidence Act
PACTPACT MEDICINE prescribing analyses and cost
PADPAD COMPUTING packet assembler/disassembler
PAHPAH CHEMISTRY a toxic pollutant caused by industrial processes such as burning waste,

thought to be carcinogenic in humans. Full form polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon
PALPAL /p�l/ TV the system used for broadcasting television programmes in the United

Kingdom and many other European countries. Full form phase alternation line
PANPAN 1. POLITICS the main political party in opposition in Mexico. Full form Partido Acción

Nacional (NOTE: From the Spanish, ‘National Action Party’.) 2. CHEMISTRY a toxic,
irritating compound which can cause widespread damage to vegetation at very low
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concentrations. Full form peroxyacetyl nitrate 3. E-COMMERCE primary account
number

p & hp & h Aus, US MAIL postage and handling
P & LP & L ACCOUNTING profit and loss
p & pp & p MAIL postage and packing
PANSEPANSE MANAGEMENT an Internet-based Mp3 streaming audio program open to all users

for the development of experimental audiovisual art. Full form Public Access Network
Sound Engine

PARPAR FINANCE a requirement that a bank most hold a percentage of the value of its total
liabilities in specified high-security investments. Full form prime assets ratio

par.par. 1. paragraph 2. parallel 3. parenthesis 4. parish
Par.Par. GEOGRAPHY Paraguay
Parl.Parl. GOVERNMENT 1. Parliament 2. parliamentary
PASCALPASCAL /	p�sk�l/ COMPUTING a high-level general-purpose programming language

designed to encourage structured programming. Full form Programme Appliqué à la
Sélection et la Compilation Automatique de la Littérature (NOTE: The PASCAL
language, from the French, ‘program applied to the selection and compilation of
literature’, is partly named in honour of the 17th-century French mathematician Blaise
Pascal.)

pat.pat. 1. patent 2. patented
patdpatd patented
Pat. Off.Pat. Off. GOVERNMENT Patent Office
pat. pend.pat. pend. patent pending
PAUPAU INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Pan American Union
PAXPAX TELECOMMUNICATIONS private automatic exchange
PAYEPAYE FINANCE a system in which income tax is deducted from salary or wages as they are

earned and paid directly to the government by the employer. Full form pay-as-you-
earn

PAYGPAYG FINANCE the Australian equivalent of PAYE (pay-as-you-earn). Full form pay-as-
you-go

PbPb CHEMICAL ELEMENTS lead (NOTE: From the Latin plumbum.)
PBPB 1. SPORTS personal best 2. COMPUTING petabyte 3. AUTOMOTIVE power brakes 4.

CHRISTIANITY prayer book
p/bp/b CONSTRUCTION purpose-built
PBBPBB CHEMISTRY an organic compound generally used as a fire retardant. Full form

polybrominated biphenyl (NOTE: A quantity of PBBs entered the food chain
accidentally in Michigan in1973, causing organ damage and weakened appetite and
disease resistance in livestock and humans.)

PBRPBR BUSINESS payment by results
PBXPBX TELECOMMUNICATIONS private branch exchange
PCPC 1. POLITICS Parish Council 2. POLITICS Parish Councillor 3. MILITARY Past Commander 4.

COMPUTING personal computer (NOTE: The abbreviation PC is used as a noun in its own
right in this sense.) 5. POLICE Police Constable 6. politically correct (NOTE: The abbreviation
PC is used as an adjective in its own right in this sense.) 7. MILITARY Post Commander 8.
Prince Consort 9. ELECTRONICS printed circuit 10. POLITICS Privy Council 11. POLITICS Privy
Councillor 12. COMPUTING program counter 13. Can POLITICS Progressive Conservative

p.c.p.c. 1. PHARMACOLOGY after meals (NOTE: The abbreviation p.c., from the Latin post cibum
‘after food’, is used in prescriptions.) 2. per cent 3. BUSINESS petty cash 4. FINANCE price
current

P/CP/C 1. BUSINESS petty cash 2. photocopy
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PCBPCB 1. BUSINESS petty cash book 2. CHEMISTRY a compound derived from biphenyl and
containing chlorine that is a hazardous pollutant. Full form polychlorinated biphenyl
3. ELECTRONICS printed circuit board

PCCPCC MEDICINE Professional Conduct Committee
PC-DOSPC-DOS /�pi� si� 	dɒs/ COMPUTING Personal Computer Disk Operating System
PCGPCG HEALTH SERVICES primary care group
PCIPCI COMPUTING a specification for extending the internal circuitry that transmits data from

one part of a computer to another by inserting circuit boards. Full form peripheral
component interconnect

PCLPCL COMPUTING printer control language
pcmpcm per calendar month
PCMPCM TELECOMMUNICATIONS a way of transmitting information using a series of electrical

pulses, the duration, amplitude or frequency of the pulses being modified to carry the
information. Full form pulse code modulation

PCMCIAPCMCIA COMPUTING 1. a specification for extending the internal circuitry that transmits
data from one part of a computer to another, used to add memory or connect credit-
card-sized peripheral devices. Full form personal computer memory card interface
adapter 2. an international organization that has developed a standard for adding
memory to personal computers using credit-card-sized devices. Full form Personal
Computer Memory Card International Association

PCODPCOD MEDICINE polycystic ovary disease
PCOSPCOS MEDICINE polycystic ovary (or ovarian) syndrome
PCPPCP 1. DRUGS a drug used as an anaesthetic in veterinary medicine and illegally as a

hallucinogen (with the slang name ‘angel dust’). Full form phencyclidine (NOTE: The full
name of the drug is made up of the elements pheno-, cyclo-, and piperidine, hence the
abbreviation.) 2. MEDICINE a form of pneumonia that mainly affects people with
weakened immune systems. Full form Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia 3. POLITICS a
Canadian federal and provincial political party. Full form Progressive Conservative
Party

PCRPCR BIOTECHNOLOGY a technique used to replicate a fragment of DNA and produce a large
amount of that sequence. Full form polymerase chain reaction

PCSPCS COMPUTING personal communications services
PCTPCT HEALTH SERVICES primary care trust
PC/TVPC/TV COMPUTING a personal computer that can receive, decode and display standard

television images
PCUPCU COMPUTING peripheral control unit
PCVPCV TRANSPORT passenger-carrying vehicle
pdpd paid
PdPd CHEMICAL ELEMENTS palladium
PDPD 1. BUSINESS activities associated with the efficient moving of goods from the supplier

to the consumer. Full form physical distribution 2. US POLICE police department 3. MAIL

postal district 4. COMPUTING the condition of not being protected by patent or copyright
and therefore freely available for use. Full form public domain

p.d.p.d. 1. per diem (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘per day’.) 2. PHYSICS potential difference
P-DP-D STOCK EXCHANGE price-dividend (ratio)
PDAPDA 1. COMPUTING a small hand-held computer with a built-in notebook, diary, and fax

capability, usually operated using a stylus rather than a keyboard. Full form personal
digital assistant 2. ONLINE public display of affection (used in e-mails and text
messages)

AlphaSoup.fm  Page 124  Monday, July 19, 2004  4:56 PM



125 PET

PDFPDF COMPUTING a format for a computer file that enables a document to be processed
and printed on any computer using any printer or word-processing software. Full form
portable document format

PDLPDL COMPUTING 1. page description language 2. program design language
PDNPDN COMPUTING public data network
pdqpdq pretty damn quick (NOTE: The abbreviation pdq is used in informal language in place

of ‘at once’ or ‘immediately’.)
PDRPDR STOCK EXCHANGE price-dividend ratio
PDSAPDSA VETERINARY MEDICINE People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals
PDTPDT TIME Pacific Daylight Time
pepe ONLINE Peru (NOTE: The abbreviation pe is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
PEPE 1. EDUCATION gymnastics, athletics, team sports, and other forms of physical exercise

taught to children at school � PE teacher Full form physical education (NOTE: The
abbreviation PE is used as a noun in its own right.) 2. PHYSICS potential energy 3.
CALENDAR Present Era (NOTE: The abbreviation PE is sometimes used after a date as a non-
Christian alternative for AD.) 4. GEOGRAPHY Prince Edward Island 5. STATISTICS probable
error 6. CHRISTIANITY Protestant Episcopal

p.e.p.e. PRINTING printer’s error
P/EP/E FINANCE price/earnings (NOTE: The abbreviation P/E is seen in phrases such as P/E ratio

and P/E multiple.)
PEEPPEEP MEDICINE the insertion of a valve into the respiratory system to ensure that the lungs

do not completely empty on expiration, to improve the absorption of oxygen into the
blood. Full form positive end-expiratory pressure

PEFRPEFR MEDICINE a measure of expiration function used to diagnose whether there are any
airway or lung obstructions or disease. Full form peak expiratory flow rate

PEIPEI GEOGRAPHY Prince Edward Island
pelpel COMPUTING picture element (NOTE: The abbreviation pel has been almost entirely

superseded by the variation ‘pixel’.)
PENPEN /pen/ LITERATURE International Association of Poets, Playwrights, Editors, Essayists,

and Novelists
Pen.Pen. GEOGRAPHY Peninsula
PEPPEP /pep/ FINANCE a tax-free investment plan that allows small investors to own shares in

UK companies. Full form Personal Equity Plan
PERPER STOCK EXCHANGE price-earnings ratio
perf.perf. 1. GRAMMAR perfect 2. STAMPS perforated 3. performance
PERLAPERLA MEDICINE a measure of the eye’s reaction to stimulus, used in assessing the

conscious state of the person examined. Full form pupils equal, react to light and
accommodation

per proper pro /pə 	prəυ/ BUSINESS a fuller form of the abbreviation pp. Full form per
procurationem

PERTPERT /p#�t/ MANAGEMENT a method of charting and scheduling a complex set of
interrelated activities that identifies the most time-critical events in the process. Full form
programme evaluation and review technique

PESAPESA MEDICINE a technique used in assisted conception, in which sperm for
intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI) are removed directly from the epididymis. Full
form percutaneous epididymal sperm aspiration

PESCPESC BUSINESS Public Expenditure Survey Committee
PETPET /pet/ 1. CHEMISTRY a fully-recyclable plastic resin used in making food and drinks

containers. Full form polyethylene terephthalate 2. MEDICINE a method of medical
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imaging capable of displaying the metabolic activity of organs in the body, and useful
in diagnosing cancer, locating brain tumours, and investigating other brain disorders �
PET scan Full form positron emission tomography

Pet.Pet. BIBLE Peter
petrol.petrol. GEOLOGY petrology
pfpf ONLINE French Polynesia (NOTE: The abbreviation pf is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
pFpF MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY picofarad
pf.pf. 1. preferred 2. GRAMMAR perfect 3. MONEY a coin formerly used in Germany, worth

one hundredth of a Deutschmark (replaced by the euro in 2002). Full form pfennig
PFBCPFBC INDUSTRY an advanced type of FBC that automatically feeds the coal into the

combustion system and uses the steam produced to drive gas turbines. Full form
pressurized fluidized-bed combustion

PFCPFC CHEMISTRY a potent greenhouse gas produced by industrial processes such as the
manufacture of aluminium. Full form perfluorocarbon

PFDPFD 1. NAUTICAL the US term for a life jacket. Full form personal flotation device 2. US
STOCK EXCHANGE preferred (NOTE: Preferred stock is the US term for preference shares,
i.e. shares whose holders are the first to receive dividends from available profit.)

PFIPFI FINANCE Private Finance Initiative
pgpg ONLINE Papua New Guinea (NOTE: The abbreviation pg is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
PGPG 1. CINEMA a rating indicating that a film may be inappropriate for children and that

parents should exercise caution. Full form parental guidance 2. paying guest 3.
EDUCATION postgraduate

Pg.Pg. LANGUAGE Portuguese
PGAPGA GOLF Professional Golfers’ Association
PGCAPGCA E-COMMERCE payment gateway certificate authority
PGCEPGCE EDUCATION a teaching qualification taken by somebody who has already graduated

from a university or college with a first degree. Full form Postgraduate Certificate of
Education

PgDnPgDn COMPUTING page down (key)
PGEAPGEA MEDICINE formerly, an allowance given to general practitioners attending

educational courses, intended to cover expenses involved in this. Full form
postgraduate education allowance

PGPPGP E-COMMERCE a program used to encrypt data for security purposes when
transmitting over public networks such as the Internet. PGP uses public key encryption,
a system that provides privacy for and authentication of both the sender and the
receiver of the message. Full form Pretty Good Privacy

PgUpPgUp COMPUTING page up (key)
PGxPGx PHARMACOLOGY pharmacogenetics
phph ONLINE Philippines (NOTE: The abbreviation ph is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
pHpH CHEMISTRY a measure of acidity or alkalinity in which the pH of pure water is 7, with

lower numbers indicating acidity and higher numbers indicating alkalinity. Full form
potential of hydrogen

PhPh CHEMISTRY phenyl group
PHPH PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION public health
pharm.pharm. 1. pharmaceutical 2. pharmacist 3. pharmacy
Pharm.Pharm. Pharmacopoeia
PhBPhB EDUCATION Bachelor of Philosophy (NOTE: From the Latin Philosophiae Baccalaureus.)
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PhDPhD EDUCATION Doctor of Philosophy (NOTE: From the Latin Philosophiae Doctor.)
PHIPHI /fa/ INSURANCE permanent health insurance
PHIGSPHIGS /f�z/ COMPUTING programmers’ hierarchical interactive graphics standard
phil.phil. 1. philological 2. philology 3. philosopher 4. philosophical 5. philosophy
Phil.Phil. 1. MUSIC Philharmonic 2. BIBLE Philippians 3. GEOGRAPHY Philippines
Phil. I.Phil. I. GEOGRAPHY Philippine Islands
PHSPHS US HEALTH SERVICES Public Health Service
PIPI 1. performance indicator 2. CRIME private investigator
PIAPIA 1. COMPUTING peripheral interface adapter 2. FINANCE Personal Investment Authority
PIBPIB FINANCE permanent interest-bearing share
PIBORPIBOR /	pabɔ�/ BANKING Paris Interbank Offered Rate
PIBSPIBS FINANCE permanent interest-bearing shares
PICPIC 1. COMPUTING picture 2. CHEMISTRY product of incomplete combustion
PickPick /pk/ COMPUTING a multi-user, multitasking operating system that runs on

mainframe, mini or personal computers
PICSPICS /pks/ COMPUTING platform for Internet content selection
PIDPID 1. MEDICINE pelvic inflammatory disease 2. COMPUTING personal identification device

3. MEDICINE prolapsed intervertebral disc
PIDSPIDS MEDICINE immunodeficiency arising from a congenital fault in the cells rather than

caused by a virus. Full form primary immune deficiency syndrome
PIHPIH MEDICINE pregnancy-induced hypertension
PILOTPILOT /	palət/ COMPUTING programmed inquiry, learning, or teaching
PIMPIM /pm/ COMPUTING a piece of software that organizes random notes, contacts, and

appointments for fast access. Full form personal information manager
PINPIN /pn/ FINANCE a multidigit number that is used to gain access to an account at a

cashpoint machine and in various other situations. Full form personal identification
number (NOTE: The acronym PIN is used as a noun in its own right. A PIN is sometimes
called a PIN number, although the word number is technically redundant.)

PIOPIO COMPUTING parallel input/output
PIPPIP MEDICINE proximal interphalangeal (joint) (NOTE: The PIP joint is the finger joint nearest

the knuckle, in the middle of the finger.)
PIPOPIPO COMPUTING parallel input/parallel output
pippiepippie SOCIAL SCIENCES � see note at dinky
PISOPISO COMPUTING parallel input/serial output
PIWPIW HUMAN RESOURCES period of incapacity for work
pkpk 1. pack 2. ONLINE Pakistan (NOTE: The abbreviation pk is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.) 3. park 4. peak 5. MEASUREMENTS peck
PKPK PARAPSYCHOLOGY psychokinesis
PKDPKD MEDICINE polycystic kidney disease
PKIPKI E-COMMERCE a method of encrypting data using one key to encrypt and another to

decrypt, using digital certificates issued by certificate authorities. Full form public key
infrastructure

pktpkt packet
PKUPKU MEDICINE a condition, resulting from a genetic mutation, in which the body lacks the

enzyme to metabolize phenylalanine. If untreated, it results in developmental deficiency,
seizures, and tumours. Full form phenylketonuria

PkyPky Aus, US ROADS a wide stretch of public highway with grassy areas on both sides,
often divided by a grassy central reservation. Full form parkway

plpl 1. GRAMMAR plural 2. ONLINE Poland (NOTE: The abbreviation pl is seen at the end of
Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
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PLPL LAW public law
Pl.Pl. ROADS Place (NOTE: The abbreviation Pl. is used in addresses.)
PLAPLA 1. SHIPPING Port of London Authority 2. COMPUTING programmable logic array
PLANPLAN /pl�n/ COMPUTING a low-level programming language. Full form Packet

Language for Active Networks
plcplc COMMERCE a company whose shares can be bought and sold on the stock market and

whose shareholders are subject to restricted liability for any debts or losses. Full form
public limited company (NOTE: The lower-case form plc is probably the most frequent,
but some companies prefer PLC or Plc.)

PLCPLC MARKETING product life cycle
PLDPLD COMPUTING programmable logic device
PLOPLO POLITICS Palestine Liberation Organization
PLPPLP POLITICS Parliamentary Labour Party
PLRPLR LIBRARIES a system whereby authors receive a small fee every time their books are

borrowed from public libraries in the United Kingdom. Full form Public Lending Right
PLSPLS ONLINE please (used in e-mails and text messages)
PLSSPLSS MEDICINE portable life-support system
PLZPLZ ONLINE please (used in e-mails and text messages)
pmpm 1. TELECOMMUNICATIONS phase modulation 2. MEDICINE postmortem 3. premium 4.

ONLINE St-Pierre and Miquelon (NOTE: The abbreviation pm is seen at the end of Internet
addresses, preceded by a dot.)

PmPm CHEMICAL ELEMENTS promethium
PMPM 1. MEDICINE solid or liquid particles dispersed in the air. Full form particulate matter

2. a former holder of the position of master of a fraternity. Full form Past Master 3.
MAIL postmaster 4. MEDICINE postmortem 5. GOVERNMENT Prime Minister 6. ONLINE private
message (used in e-mails and text messages) 7. MILITARY Provost Marshal

p.m.p.m. TIME in the period between noon and midnight. Full form post meridiem (NOTE:
The abbreviation p.m., from the Latin, ‘after noon’, is used after a specific time in the
12-hour clock. It is sometimes written PM or pm.)

PMAPMA MEDICINE progressive muscular atrophy
PMEPME COMMERCE petites et moyennes entreprises (NOTE: From the French, ‘small and

medium-sized businesses’.)
PMGPMG 1. GOVERNMENT Paymaster General 2. MAIL Postmaster General 3. MILITARY Provost

Marshal General
pmolpmol CHEMISTRY picomole
PMRPMR MEDICINE polymyalgia rheumatica
PMSPMS MEDICINE premenstrual syndrome
PMTPMT MEDICINE premenstrual tension
PMTSPMTS MANAGEMENT predetermined motion-time system
pnpn ONLINE Pitcairn Island (NOTE: The abbreviation pn is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
PNPN FINANCE promissory note
PNdBPNdB MEASUREMENTS, ACOUSTICS perceived noise decibel
PNLPNL ACOUSTICS perceived noise level
PNSPNS ANATOMY peripheral nervous system
PoPo CHEMICAL ELEMENTS polonium
POPO 1. MILITARY Petty Officer 2. MILITARY Pilot Officer 3. MAIL post office 4. FINANCE postal

order 5. BUSINESS purchase order
p.o.p.o. PHARMACOLOGY by mouth (NOTE: The abbreviation p.o., from the Latin per os, is used

in prescriptions.)
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POAPOA HUMAN RESOURCES Prison Officers’ Association
PO BoxPO Box /�pi� 	əυ �bɒks/ MAIL Post Office Box (NOTE: The abbreviation PO Box, followed

by a number, is used in addresses, identifying a private numbered box in a post office
where letters are held until collected by the addressee.)

PODPOD MAIL pay on delivery
POEPOE 1. MILITARY port of embarkation 2. SHIPPING port of entry
poet.poet. 1. poetic 2. poetical 3. poetry
POETS dayPOETS day /	pəυəts de/ an informal name for Friday, referring to shorter hours worked

(officially or unofficially) on that day. Full form push (or piss) off early, tomorrow’s
Saturday

POEUPOEU HUMAN RESOURCES Post Office Engineers Union
POLPOL 1. MILITARY petroleum, oil, and lubricants 2. COMPUTING problem-oriented language
pol.pol. 1. political 2. politics
POMPOM 1. ONLINE phase of (the) moon (NOTE: The abbreviation POM is used in Internet

chatting as a humorous random parameter on which something is supposed to depend,
meaning that it is unreliable.) 2. PHARMACOLOGY prescription-only medicine

POPPOP 1. ENVIRONMENT persistent organic pollutant 2. COMPUTING a location where a user
can connect to a network, e.g. a place where subscribers can dial in to an Internet
service provider. Full form point of presence 3. COMMERCE point of purchase 4. MAIL

Post Office Preferred (NOTE: The abbreviation POP refers to the size of envelopes and
packages.) 5. PHARMACOLOGY an oral contraceptive that contains progestogen but not
oestrogen, also known as a minipill. Full form progestogen-only pill 6. COMMERCE

proof of purchase
pop.pop. 1. popular 2. population
POPAPOPA MARKETING point-of-purchase advertising
POSPOS 1. ONLINE parents over shoulder (used in e-mails, text messages and Internet chat

rooms) 2. COMMERCE point of sale
POSSLQPOSSLQ /	pɒs(ə)lkju�/ an informal name for either member of an unmarried cohabiting

couple. Full form person of the opposite sex sharing living quarters
POSTPOST 1. COMMERCE point-of-sale terminal 2. COMPUTING power-on self-test
PostcommPostcomm /	pəυstkɒm/ MAIL the independent regulatory body for postal services in the

United Kingdom. Full form Postal Services Commission
post-obitpost-obit LAW coming into effect after somebody’s death. Full form post-obitum

(NOTE: A post-obit bond, from the Latin, ‘after death’, is a bond that pays after the death
of somebody from whom the issuer of the bond expects to inherit.)

POTUSPOTUS /	pəυtəs/ US GOVERNMENT President of the United States (NOTE: The acronym
POTUS is used by White House staff in memos and internal documents to refer to the
president.)

POVPOV ONLINE point of view (used in e-mails and text messages)
POWPOW MILITARY prisoner of war (NOTE: The abbreviation POW is used as a noun in its own

right.)
pppp 1. pages 2. GRAMMAR past participle 3. BUSINESS per procurationem (NOTE: The

abbreviation pp, usually italicized, is used on sheet music at a passage that is to be
played or sung very softly.) 4. MUSIC pianissimo 5. PRINTING privately printed

The abbreviation pp is used when signing documents on behalf of somebody else. If Anne
Smith is signing on behalf of Mary Jones, she should write ‘Mary Jones pp Anne Smith’,
although in practice the names are often reversed.

PPPP 1. MAIL parcel post 2. CHRISTIANITY parish priest 3. GOVERNMENT past president 4. MAIL

postpaid 5. MAIL prepaid 6. GRAMMAR prepositional phrase
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p.p.p.p. PHARMACOLOGY after a meal (NOTE: The abbreviation p.p., from the Latin post
prandium, is used in prescriptions.)

ppbppb MEASUREMENTS parts per billion
PPBSPPBS BUSINESS Planning Programming Budgeting System
PPDPPD MEDICINE an antigen that is injected into the arm and the reaction assessed to

determine whether a patient has ever had tuberculosis. Full form purified protein
derivative

PPHPPH MEDICINE postpartum haemorrhage
pphmpphm MEASUREMENTS parts per hundred million
ppmppm MEASUREMENTS parts per million
PPPPPP 1. PENSIONS personal pension plan 2. ONLINE petty pet peeve (used in e-mails and text

messages) 3. ONLINE a protocol for dial-up access to the Internet using a modem. Full
form point-to-point protocol 4. ENVIRONMENT polluter-pays principle 5. BUSINESS public-
private partnership 6. FINANCE purchasing-power parity

pptmpptm MEASUREMENTS parts per thousand million
PPUPPU COMPUTING peripheral processing unit
PPVPPV 1. TV pay-per-view 2. MEDICINE any method of simulating normal breathing patterns

in patients with chronic respiratory failure, either manually or using a mechanical
ventilator. Full form positive pressure ventilation

prpr 1. pair 2. ONLINE Puerto Rico (NOTE: The abbreviation pr is seen at the end of Internet
addresses, preceded by a dot.)

PrPr CHEMICAL ELEMENTS praseodymium
PRPR 1. POLITICS an electoral system in which each party’s share of the seats in government

is the same as its share of all the votes cast. Full form proportional representation 2.
BUSINESS public relations (NOTE: The abbreviation PR is used as a noun in its own right.)
3. GEOGRAPHY Puerto Rico

pr.pr. GRAMMAR pronoun
PRBPRB ARTS Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood (NOTE: The abbreviation PRB is used after the name

of a painter belonging to this group: WH Hunt PRB.)
PRCPRC GEOGRAPHY People’s Republic of China
pref.pref. 1. PUBLISHING preface 2. prefatory 3. preference 4. preferred 5. GRAMMAR prefix
PREPPREP MEDICINE post-registration education and practice
prep.prep. 1. preparation (NOTE: When prep is used informally as a noun in this sense

(especially with reference to homework or private study at a boarding school), it is
written without a full stop.) 2. preparatory (NOTE: When prep is used informally in the
phrase prep school (short for preparatory school), it is written without a full stop.) 3.
GRAMMAR preposition

pres.pres. 1. GRAMMAR present 2. POLITICS presidential
Pres.Pres. GOVERNMENT President
p.r.n.p.r.n. PHARMACOLOGY as required (NOTE: The abbreviation p.r.n., from the Latin pro re

nata, is used in prescriptions.)
propro ONLINE professional practice (NOTE: The abbreviation pro is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
PROPRO 1. Public Record Office 2. BUSINESS public relations officer
Prof.Prof. EDUCATION Professor
PROFSPROFS /prɒfs/ COMPUTING Professional Office System
prog.prog. 1. program 2. programme 3. progress 4. progressive
Prog.Prog. POLITICS Progressive
PrologProlog /	prəυlɒ�/ COMPUTING a high-level programming language based on logical

rather than mathematical relationships. Full form programming logic
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PROMPROM /prɒm/ COMPUTING programmable read-only memory
prom.prom. GEOGRAPHY promontory
pron.pron. 1. GRAMMAR pronominal 2. GRAMMAR pronoun 3. PHONETICS pronounced 4.

PHONETICS pronunciation
prop.prop. 1. GRAMMAR proper 2. properly 3. property (NOTE: When prop is used informally as

a noun in this sense (especially with reference to an object used during the performance
of a play or film), it is written without a full stop.) 4. proposition 5. COMMERCE proprietor

propr.propr. COMMERCE proprietor
pros.pros. LITERATURE prosody
Pros. AttyPros. Atty US LAW prosecuting attorney
Prot.Prot. 1. Protectorate 2. CHRISTIANITY Protestant
prov.prov. 1. GEOGRAPHY province 2. provincial 3. provisional
Prov.Prov. 1. LANGUAGE Provençal 2. BIBLE Proverbs 3. Provost
prox.prox. BUSINESS occurring during the next month. Full form proximo
PRPPRP FINANCE 1. performance-related pay 2. profit-related pay
prsprs pairs
PRTPRT FINANCE petroleum revenue tax
pSpS MEASUREMENTS, TIME picosecond
PSPS 1. BOAT passenger steamer 2. GOVERNMENT Permanent Secretary 3. GRAMMAR phrase

structure 4. POLICE Police Sergeant 5. postscript (NOTE: The abbreviation PS precedes
extra information or a short message added after the signature on a letter.) 6. private
secretary 7. THEATRE prompt side

Ps.Ps. BIBLE Psalms
PSAPSA 1. BIOCHEMISTRY an enzyme produced by prostate cells. Elevated levels of PSA in the

blood are associated with prostate cancer. � PSA test Full form prostate specific
antigen 2. Aus, NZ GOVERNMENT Public Service Association

Psa.Psa. BIBLE Psalms
PSBRPSBR ECONOMICS the amount that the government needs to borrow in any fiscal year in

order to be able to meet its budgeted costs. Full form public-sector borrowing
requirement

PSDRPSDR ECONOMICS public-sector debt repayment
PSEPSE EDUCATION the study of social (especially health-related) issues as a school subject. Full

form personal and social education
pseud.pseud. pseudonym
psfpsf MEASUREMENTS pounds per square foot
PSFDPSFD ECONOMICS public-sector financial deficit
PsgePsge ROADS Passage (NOTE: The abbreviation Psge is used in addresses.)
PSHEPSHE EDUCATION the study of social (especially health-related) issues as a school subject.

Full form personal, social, and health education
psipsi MEASUREMENTS pounds per square inch
psiapsia MEASUREMENTS pounds per square inch, absolute
psidpsid MEASUREMENTS pounds per square inch, differential
psigpsig MEASUREMENTS pounds per square inch, gauge
PSLPSL ECONOMICS private sector liquidity
PSNPSN COMPUTING packet switched network
PSNCRPSNCR ECONOMICS public-sector net cash requirement
PSNIPSNI Police Service of Northern Ireland
PSSPSS COMPUTING 1. packet switching service 2. packet switching system
PSTPST 1. TIME Pacific Standard Time 2. Can FINANCE provincial sales tax
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PSTNPSTN TELECOMMUNICATIONS public switched telephone network
PSUPSU ELECTRICITY power supply unit
PSVPSV TRANSPORT public service vehicle
PSWPSW COMPUTING processor status word
psych.psych. 1. psychological 2. psychology
psychoanal.psychoanal. psychoanalysis
psychol.psychol. 1. psychological 2. psychologist 3. psychology
ptpt 1. part 2. MEDICINE patient 3. FINANCE payment 4. MEASUREMENTS pint 5. point 6. port 7.

ONLINE Portugal (NOTE: The abbreviation pt is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

PtPt 1. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS platinum 2. GEOGRAPHY Point (NOTE: The abbreviation Pt is used
in placenames.) 3. GEOGRAPHY Port (NOTE: The abbreviation Pt is used in placenames.)

PTPT 1. TIME Pacific Time 2. the US name for physiotherapy. Full form physical therapy 3.
SPORTS physical training (NOTE: The abbreviation PT is used as a noun in its own right.) 4.
TELECOMMUNICATIONS postal telegraph

pt.pt. GRAMMAR preterite
p.t.p.t. 1. HUMAN RESOURCES part-time 2. GRAMMAR past tense 3. at the present time but not

permanently. Full form pro tem(pore)
ptapta MONEY the former unit of currency in Spain and Andorra, replaced by the euro in

2002. Symbol for peseta
PTAPTA 1. EDUCATION Parent-Teacher Association 2. TRANSPORT Passenger Transport Authority
PTBPTB ONLINE powers that be (used in e-mails and text messages)
PTCPTC CHEMISTRY a crystalline compound that tastes extremely bitter to people who possess

a particular dominant gene, used in testing for that gene. Full form
phenylthiocarbamide

PtePte 1. BUSINESS private limited company 2. MILITARY Private
PTEPTE TRANSPORT Passenger Transport Executive
PTFEPTFE CHEMISTRY a durable substance widely used to coat metal surfaces, especially in the

manufacture of nonstick cooking utensils. Full form polytetrafluoroethylene
ptgptg printing
PTHPTH BIOCHEMISTRY a hormone secreted by the parathyroid glands that controls calcium

and phosphorus balance in the body. Full form parathyroid hormone
PTNPTN TELECOMMUNICATIONS public telephone network
PTOPTO 1. US Patent and Trademark Office 2. please turn over (NOTE: The abbreviation PTO

is written at the bottom of a page to indicate that the text continues overleaf.)
PTRPTR COMPUTING paper tape reader
ptspts 1. parts 2. FINANCE payments 3. points 4. ports
PTSDPTSD PSYCHOLOGY post-traumatic stress disorder
PTVPTV TV pay television
PtyPty BUSINESS a company that is privately owned and run. Full form proprietary company

(NOTE: The abbreviation Pty Ltd is used to indicate a private limited company.)
PuPu CHEMICAL ELEMENTS plutonium
pubpub public house

The word pub, written without a full stop, is short for ‘public house’, denoting a building
where alcoholic (and other) drinks can be bought and consumed. Shortenings such as this are
not generally classed as abbreviations. Many have entered the language as nouns in their own
right, replacing full forms that now sound old-fashioned (e.g. bra ‘brassiere’, bus ‘omnibus’,
cello ‘violoncello’, fax ‘facsimile’, mac ‘mackintosh’, piano ‘pianoforte’, pram ‘perambulator’,
zoo ‘zoological garden’). Sometimes the full form remains in use in formal contexts, but the
short form is found in standard speech and writing (e.g. amp ‘ampere’, disco ‘discotheque’,
exam ‘examination’, flu ‘influenza’, fridge ‘refrigerator’, gym ‘gymnasium’, lab ‘laboratory’,
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memo ‘memorandum’, phone ‘telephone’, photo ‘photograph’, plane ‘aeroplane’, quad
‘quadruplet’, vet ‘veterinary surgeon’). In other cases, the shortening is restricted to informal
usage (e.g. ad ‘advertisement’, deli ‘delicatessen’, demo ‘demonstration’, hippo
‘hippopotamus’, info ‘information’, limo ‘limousine’, marg ‘margarine’, panto ‘pantomime’,
rhino ‘rhinoceros’, specs ‘spectacles’, telly ‘television’). Note that the spelling of the short form
is sometimes adjusted to match the sound (e.g. fax, fridge, pram, telly). Where the first part
of the word is dropped (as in bus, flu, phone, and plane), some people mark the omission with
an apostrophe, but this is not necessary.

pub.pub. 1. public 2. publication 3. published 4. publisher 5. publishing
publ.publ. 1. publication 2. published 3. publisher
PUCPUC S Asia EDUCATION preuniversity college
puttsputts WINE a measure of the richness of Hungarian wines, defined by the number of

puttonyos (basketfuls of sweet intense grapes) that went into its making. Full form
puttonyos

PVPV 1. ELECTRICITY photovoltaic 2. BUSINESS present value
PVAPVA CHEMISTRY a colourless resin used in adhesives and paints. Full form polyvinyl

acetate
PVCPVC INDUSTRY a hard-wearing synthetic resin made by polymerizing vinyl chloride and

used in clothing, flooring, and piping. Full form polyvinyl chloride
PVSPVS MEDICINE 1. a medical condition in which a patient has severe brain damage and as

a result is unable to stay alive without the aid of a life-support system, showing no
response to stimuli. Full form persistent vegetative state 2. an illness without a
known cause that is characterized by long-term exhaustion, muscle weakness,
depression, and sleep disturbances. Also known as myalgic encephalomyelitis (ME) or
chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS), it may occur as a reaction to a viral infection. Full form
postviral syndrome

Pvt.Pvt. MILITARY Private
pwpw ONLINE Palau (NOTE: The abbreviation pw is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
PWPW 1. GEOGRAPHY Palau 2. POLICE Policewoman
p.w.p.w. per week
PWAPWA MEDICINE person with Aids
PWCPWC NAUT the US name for a jet-propelled vehicle for one or two people that is used for

travelling on water. The Jet-Ski by Kawasaki is the best known example of a personal
watercraft. Full form personal watercraft

PWRPWR INDUST pressurized-water reactor
pwtpwt MEASUREMENTS pennyweight
PXPX 1. WINE a white-wine grape grown in the Jeréz region of Spain. Full form Pedro

Ximénez 2. MILITARY a store in a US military base selling goods to military personnel and
their families, as well as to some authorized civilians. Full form Post Exchange

pypy ONLINE Paraguay (NOTE: The abbreviation py is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

PYBPYB FINANCE preceding year basis
PYOPYO AGRICULTURE used to describe fruit, vegetables, or flowers that can be picked directly

from the fields by customers and bought for less than the normal shop price. Full form
pick your own
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qq 1. MEASUREMENTS quart 2. quarter 3. quarterly 4. PAPER quarto 5. query 6. question 7.

MEASUREMENTS quintal 8. MEASUREMENTS, PAPER quire
QQ 1. PHYSICS heat 2. MILITARY quartermaster 3. PAPER quarto 4. GEOGRAPHY Quebec 5. CARD

GAMES, CHESS queen 6. MONEY quetzal
qaqa ONLINE Qatar (NOTE: The abbreviation qa is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
QAMQAM COMPUTING a data encoding method used by high-speed modems. Full form

quadrature amplitude modulation
Q & AQ & A question and answer
QBQB 1. LAW Queen’s Bench 2. CHESS queen’s bishop
QBEQBE COMPUTING a simple method of retrieving information from a database by entering

an example of the data which is then matched with it. Full form query by example
QBPQBP CHESS queen’s bishop’s pawn
QCQC 1. BUSINESS a group of employees from different levels of a company who meet

regularly to discuss ways of improving quality and to resolve any problems related to
production. Full form quality circle 2. GEOGRAPHY Quebec 3. a senior barrister (when
the reigning monarch is female). Full form Queen’s Counsel

QCDQCD QUANTUM PHYSICS quantum chromodynamics
q.e.q.e. which is (NOTE: From the Latin quod est.)
QEDQED 1. QUANTUM PHYSICS quantum electrodynamics 2. quod erat demonstrandum (NOTE:

The abbreviation QED is used to indicate that a particular fact is proof of the theory that
has just been advanced (or of the statement that has just been made).)

QEFQEF quod erat faciendum (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘which was to be done’.)
QFQF ARMS quick-firing
QFDQFD BUSINESS a strategy to ensure that the customer’s wants and needs are being directly

addressed by the product being manufactured, e.g. by using an HOQ. Full form quality
function deployment

q.i.d.q.i.d. PHARMACOLOGY four times a day (NOTE: The abbreviation q.i.d., from the Latin
quater in die, is used in prescriptions.)

QISAMQISAM COMPUTING queued indexed sequential access method
QKtQKt CHESS queen’s knight
QKtPQKtP CHESS queen’s knight’s pawn
qlql MEASUREMENTS quintal
QLQL COMPUTING query language
q.l.q.l. PHARMACOLOGY as much as you like (NOTE: The abbreviation q.l., from the Latin

quantum libet, is used in prescriptions.)
QldQld GEOGRAPHY Queensland
qltyqlty quality
QMQM MILITARY quartermaster
q.m.q.m. PHARMACOLOGY every morning (NOTE: The abbreviation q.m., from the Latin quaque

mane, is used in prescriptions.)
QMCQMC MILITARY quartermaster corps
QMGQMG MILITARY Quartermaster General
QMSQMS MILITARY Quartermaster Sergeant
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qnqn question
QNQN CHESS queen’s knight
q.n.q.n. PHARMACOLOGY every night (NOTE: The abbreviation q.n., from the Latin quaque

nocte, is used in prescriptions.)
QNPQNP CHESS queen’s knight’s pawn
QOSQOS COMPUTING quality of service
QPQP CHESS queen’s pawn
qq.qq. questions
qqvqqv which see (NOTE: The abbreviation qqv, from the Latin quae vide, is used after a cross

reference to more than one item within the same book or article.)
QRQR CHESS queen’s rook
qr.qr. 1. quarter 2. quarterly 3. MEASUREMENTS, PAPER quire
QRPQRP CHESS queen’s rook’s pawn
QSQS LAW quarter sessions
q.s.q.s. 1. PHARMACOLOGY as much as is sufficient (NOTE: The abbreviation q.s., from the Latin

quantum sufficit, is used in prescriptions.) 2. N Am MEASUREMENTS a tract of land
measuring one quarter of a square mile. Full form quarter section

QSAMQSAM COMPUTING queued sequential access method
QSOQSO 1. RADIO conversation (used in amateur radio) 2. ASTRONOMY a compact object in

space, usually with a large red shift indicating extreme remoteness, that emits huge
amounts of energy, sometimes equal to the energy output of an entire galaxy. Full form
quasi-stellar object

qtqt 1. quantity 2. MEASUREMENTS quart
q.t.q.t. quiet (NOTE: The informal abbreviation q.t. is used in the phrase on the q.t., meaning

‘quietly and secretly’.)
qtoqto PAPER quarto
qtyqty quantity
qu.qu. 1. queen 2. query 3. question
quad.quad. MATHEMATICS 1. quadrangle (NOTE: When quad is used informally as a noun in this

sense (with reference to a rectangular yard), it is written without a full stop.) 2. quadrant
3. quadrilateral

quangoquango /	kw�ŋ�əυ/ � see note at Aids, NDPB
quant.quant. quantitative
quar.quar. 1. quarter 2. quarterly
qubitqubit /	kju�bt/ COMPUTING an elementary particle such as an electron or photon that can

store data and perform computational tasks within a quantum computer’s processor
and memory. Full form quantum bit

Que.Que. GEOGRAPHY Quebec
ques.ques. question
quot.quot. quotation
qvqv which see (NOTE: The abbreviation qv, from the Latin quod vide, is used after a cross

reference to an item within the same book or article.)
QWERTYQWERTY /	kw#�ti/ COMPUTING used to describe a typewriter or computer keyboard in

which the top row of alphabetic characters begins with the letters Q, W, E, R, T, Y. This
is the standard layout in English-speaking countries (and in many other countries that
use the Roman alphabet).

The enduring popularity of the QWERTY keyboard is a fine example of product ‘lock-in’, i.e.
that the first product onto the market becomes so entrenched that later, more efficient
versions fail to catch on. The illogical arrangement of keys on the QWERTY keyboard is
assumed to have been an attempt to stop early keyboards from jamming, either by keeping
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frequent combinations of keys far apart or by slowing down typing in general. Although later
arrangements such as the Dvorak keyboard were proven to increase typing speed, the
QWERTY layout is now so widespread that there is little point in learning to type on any other
style of keyboard.

QWLQWL BUSINESS quality of working life
qyqy query
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rr 1. MATHEMATICS radius 2. TRANSPORT railway 3. MONEY rouble 4. rare 5. PRINTING recto 6.

right 7. GEOGRAPHY river 8. road 9. MEASUREMENTS rod 10. SPORTS run(s) 11. MONEY rupee
RR 1. PHYSICS gas constant 2. JUDAISM rabbi 3. CHEMISTRY radical 4. MATHEMATICS radius 5.

RAIL railway 6. MONEY rand 7. GEOGRAPHY range 8. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS Réaumur scale
9. CHRISTIANITY rector 10. Regina (NOTE: The abbreviation R is used after the name of a
queen.) 11. POLITICS Republican 12. ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING resistance 13. CHRISTIANITY

response (NOTE: The abbreviation R is used to indicate a phrase sung or spoken by the
choir or congregation in reply to the officiant during a church service.) 14. CINEMA a
rating indicating that a film may only be watched by people over the age of 18 (in
Australia) or over the age of 17 unless accompanied by an adult (in the United States).
Full form restricted 15. Rex (NOTE: The abbreviation R is used after the name of a king.)
16. right 17. GEOGRAPHY river 18. road 19. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS roentgen 20. CHESS

rook 21. MONEY rouble 22. royal 23. MONEY rupee
RaRa CHEMICAL ELEMENTS radium
RARA 1. MILITARY Rear Admiral 2. ASTRONOMY right ascension 3. ARTS Royal Academician 4.

ARMY Royal Artillery
RAARAA ARTS Royal Academy of Arts
RAAFRAAF AIR FORCE Royal Australian Air Force
RACRAC 1. ARMY Royal Armoured Corps 2. AUTOMOTIVE Royal Automobile Club
radrad MATHEMATICS radian
rad.rad. 1. radiator 2. MATHEMATICS radical 3. radio 4. MATHEMATICS radius 5. MATHEMATICS

radix
RADARADA /	rɑ�də/ THEATRE Royal Academy of Dramatic Art
radarradar /	redɑ�/ � see note at Aids
RADMRADM MILITARY Rear Admiral
RAECRAEC ARMY Royal Army Educational Corps
RAFRAF AIR FORCE Royal Air Force
RAFDSRAFDS HEALTH SERVICES Royal Australian Flying Doctor Service
RAFVRRAFVR AIR FORCE Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
RAIDRAID /red/ COMPUTING a fast disk drive system in which many hard drives are linked

together to save data simultaneously. Full form redundant array of independent (or
inexpensive) disks

rall.rall. MUSIC rallentando
RAMRAM /r�m/ 1. COMPUTING random-access memory (NOTE: The acronym RAM is used as a

noun in its own right.) 2. PHYSICS relative atomic mass 3. ENGINEERING rocket-assisted
motor 4. MUSIC Royal Academy of Music

RAMCRAMC ARMY Royal Army Medical Corps
RAMDACRAMDAC /	r�md�k/ COMPUTING an electronic component on a video graphics adapter

that converts the digital colour signals into electrical signals that are sent to the monitor.
Full form random-access memory digital-to-analogue converter

RANRAN 1. MILITARY request for authority to negotiate 2. NAVY Royal Australian Navy
R & BR & B MUSIC a style of popular music with elements of blues and jazz, adapted from a

style originally developed by African American musicians. Full form rhythm and blues
R & DR & D BUSINESS research and development
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R & RR & R rest and recreation (or relaxation or recuperation) (NOTE: Of military origin, the
abbreviation R & R has now entered general usage.)

RAOCRAOC ARMY Royal Army Ordnance Corps
RARRAR FINANCE risk-adjusted return (on capital)
RASRAS 1. AGRICULTURE Royal Agricultural Society 2. ASTRONOMY Royal Astronomical Society
RATORATO /	retəυ/ AVIAT rocket-assisted takeoff
RAVCRAVC ARMY Royal Army Veterinary Corps
RbRb CHEMICAL ELEMENTS rubidium
RBARBA BANKING Reserve Bank of Australia
RBCRBC MEDICINE red blood cell � RBC count
RBERBE BIOLOGY relative biological effectiveness
RBNZRBNZ BANKING Reserve Bank of New Zealand
RBTLRBTL ONLINE read between the lines (used in e-mails and text messages)
rcrc CONSTRUCTION reinforced concrete
RCRC 1. MEDICINE Red Cross 2. MILITARY Reserve Corps 3. CHRISTIANITY Roman Catholic
RCARCA ARTS Royal College of Art
rcdrcd COMMERCE received
RCGPRCGP MEDICINE Royal College of General Practitioners
RCMRCM MUSIC Royal College of Music
RCMPRCMP POLICE Royal Canadian Mounted Police
RCNRCN 1. NAVY Royal Canadian Navy 2. HEALTH SERVICES Royal College of Nursing
RCOGRCOG MEDICINE Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists
RCPRCP MEDICINE Royal College of Physicians
RCPCRCPC US BANKING regional check processing center
RCPsychRCPsych PSYCHIATRY Royal College of Psychiatrists
rcptrcpt COMMERCE receipt
RCSRCS 1. SCIENCE Royal College of Science 2. MEDICINE Royal College of Surgeons 3. ARMY

Royal Corps of Signals
rctrct MILITARY recruit
RCTRCT 1. MEDICINE randomized controlled trial 2. MILITARY Royal Corps of Transport
RCVSRCVS VETERINARY MEDICINE Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons
rdrd 1. COMMERCE rendered 2. ROADS road 3. MEASUREMENTS rod 4. round
RdRd ROADS Road (NOTE: The abbreviation Rd is used in addresses.)
RDRD 1. BANKING refer to drawer (NOTE: The abbreviation RD (or R/D) is used on a bounced

cheque.) 2. MAIL Rural Delivery
RDARDA 1. HEALTH the amount of a nutrient that is needed in the diet for a person to stay

healthy, as recommended by the Food and Nutrition Board. Full form recommended
daily allowance 2. BUSINESS Regional Development Agency

RDBMSRDBMS COMPUTING relational database management system
RDFRDF 1. RADIO radio direction finder 2. INDUST refuse-derived fuel
RDGRDG BUSINESS regional development grant
RDORDO Aus HUMAN RESOURCES a day off given by some employers in lieu of extra hours

worked, sometimes on a regular basis. Full form rostered day off
RDPRRDPR BANKING refer to drawer please represent
RDSRDS 1. RADIO a system for tuning radio receivers automatically by sending digital signals

with normal radio programmes. Full form radio data system 2. MEDICINE respiratory
distress syndrome

RDZRDZ ECOLOGY resource depletion zone
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rere ONLINE Réunion (NOTE: The abbreviation re is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

’re’re /ər/ are
ReRe 1. PHYSICS Reynold’s number 2. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS rhenium 3. MONEY rupee
RERE 1. CHRISTIANITY Reformed Episcopal 2. EDUCATION Religious Education � RE teacher

(NOTE: The abbreviation RE is used as a noun in its own right.) 3. Right Excellent 4. ARMY

Royal Engineers
rec.rec. 1. COMMERCE receipt 2. COMMERCE received 3. COOKERY recipe 4. recommended 5.

recorded 6. recorder 7. recording 8. recreation
recdrecd COMMERCE received
recip.recip. 1. MATHEMATICS reciprocal 2. COMMERCE reciprocity
recit.recit. MUSIC recitative
rec. sec.rec. sec. recording secretary
rectrect COMMERCE receipt
rect.rect. MATHEMATICS rectangle
Rect.Rect. CHRISTIANITY 1. Rector 2. Rectory
red.red. 1. FINANCE redeemable 2. reduced 3. reduction
REEREE CHEMISTRY rare-earth element
ref.ref. 1. reference 2. INDUSTRY refining 3. reformed 4. refunding
Ref. Ch.Ref. Ch. CHRISTIANITY Reformed Church
refl.refl. 1. reflection 2. reflective 3. PHYSIOLOGY reflex 4. GRAMMAR reflexive
reg.reg. 1. GEOGRAPHY region 2. registered 3. registrar 4. registry 5. GRAMMAR regular 6.

regularly 7. regulation 8. regulator
Reg.Reg. 1. Regent 2. Regina 3. MEASUREMENTS, INDUST a trademark for a gas mark (i.e. a

gradation of heat in the temperature regulation of gas ovens). Full form Regulo
regdregd registered
Reg. Prof.Reg. Prof. EDUCATION Regius Professor
RegtRegt 1. Regent 2. MILITARY Regiment
REITREIT N Am FINANCE real-estate investment trust
rel.rel. 1. relating 2. relative 3. relatively 4. released 5. religion 6. religious
relig.relig. religion
remrem /rem/ MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS a unit for measuring amounts of radiation, equal to the

effect that one roentgen of X-rays or gamma-rays would produce in a human being. It
is used in radiation protection and monitoring. Full form roentgen equivalent (in)
man

REMREM /rem/ 1. PHYSIOLOGY rapid eye movement (NOTE: REM sleep is a stage of sleep that
recurs several times during the night and is marked by dreaming, rapid eye movements
under closed lids, and elevated pulse rate and brain activity.) 2. COMPUTING a note
embedded in a computer program that is purely explanatory and not interpreted as part
of the programming code. Full form remark

REMEREME /	ri�mi/ MILITARY Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
rep.rep. 1. repair 2. report 3. reported 4. reporter 5. PUBLISHING reprint
Rep.Rep. POLITICS 1. Representative 2. Republic 3. Republican
repr.repr. 1. representative 2. represented 3. representing 4. PUBLISHING reprint
reptrept 1. COMMERCE receipt 2. report
Repub.Repub. POLITICS 1. Republic 2. Republican
req.req. 1. request 2. require 3. required 4. requirement 5. requisition
RESRES 1. INDUST renewable energy source 2. INDUST renewable energy system 3. MEDICINE a

defence system of cells widely distributed in the body that are able to attack hostile
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particles such as bacteria. Full form reticuloendothelial system 4. INSECTS Royal
Entomological Society

res.res. 1. research 2. reservation 3. reserved 4. reservoir 5. residence 6. resident 7. resigned
8. resolution

resp.resp. 1. respective 2. respectively 3. respiration 4. LAW respondent
ret.ret. 1. retain 2. retired 3. return 4. COMMERCE returned
retdretd 1. retained 2. retired 3. COMMERCE returned
rev.rev. 1. revenue 2. reverse 3. review 4. PUBLISHING revised 5. PUBLISHING revision 6.

revolution 7. ARMS revolver 8. revolving
When rev is used informally as a noun in this sense (with reference to a single revolution of a
vehicle’s engine), or as a verb meaning ‘to increase a vehicle’s engine speed’, it is written
without a full stop.

Rev.Rev. CHRISTIANITY Reverend
RevdRevd CHRISTIANITY Reverend
Rev. Ver.Rev. Ver. BIBLE Revised Version
rfrf GEOGRAPHY reef
RfRf 1. MONEY rufiyaa 2. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS rutherfordium
RFRF 1. RADIO radio frequency 2. AIR FORCE reconnaissance fighter 3. MILITARY regular forces

4. BIOCHEMISTRY a hormone produced by the hypothalamus that causes the pituitary
gland to secrete other hormones. Full form releasing factor 5. MAPS the system of
relating scale to real distance on a map. Full form representative fraction 6.
GEOGRAPHY the official name of France. Full form République Française 7. MILITARY

Reserve Force 8. CHEMISTRY in chromatography, a measure of how quickly a compound
dissolved in a solvent travels relative to the solvent itself. Full form retention factor 9.
BASEBALL right fielder 10. MILITARY Royal Fusiliers 11. MONEY Rwanda franc

rf.rf. COMMERCE refund
r.f.r.f. 1. RADIO radio frequency 2. ARMS rapid fire 3. TELECOMMUNICATIONS reception fair 4.

PAPER rough finish
RFCRFC 1. COMPUTING request for comment 2. AIR FORCE Royal Flying Corps 3. RUGBY Rugby

Football Club
RFDRFD 1. RADIO radio-frequency device 2. MILITARY reporting for duty
RFLPRFLP BIOTECHNOLOGY a variation between individuals in the length of the DNA fragments

produced by a specific restriction enzyme (an enzyme that splits DNA into segments at
precise locations, used in genetic engineering). Full form restriction fragment length
polymorphism

RfnRfn MILITARY Rifleman
RGRG AMERICAN FOOTBALL right guard
RGBRGB COMPUTING the standard model for display devices in which all colours are described

in terms of the quantity of red, green, and blue they contain. Printers use the CMYB
(cyan, magenta, yellow, black) model. Full form red, green, blue

RGNRGN HEALTH SERVICES Registered General Nurse
RGSRGS GEOGRAPHY Royal Geographical Society
RgtRgt MILITARY regiment
rhrh 1. METEOROLOGY relative humidity 2. right hand
rHrH CHEMISTRY a measure of the oxidising power of a solution. Full form redox potential
RhRh 1. BIOCHEMISTRY rhesus (NOTE: A person who is Rh negative lacks the rhesus factor in

the blood; a person who is Rh positive has blood containing the rhesus factor.) 2.
BIOCHEMISTRY rhesus factor (NOTE: The Rh factor is a group of antigens present in most
people’s red blood cells.) 3. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS rhodium

RHRH 1. METEOROLOGY relative humidity 2. right hand 3. Royal Highness
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RHARHA 1. HEALTH SERVICES Regional Health Authority 2. MILITARY Royal Horse Artillery
rhdrhd AUTOMOTIVE right-hand drive
RHGRHG MILITARY Royal Horse Guards
rhprhp MEASUREMENTS rated horsepower
RHSRHS GARDENING Royal Horticultural Society
RIRI 1. King and Emperor (NOTE: From the Latin rex et imperator.) 2. Queen and Empress 3.

EDUCATION religious instruction � RI teacher (NOTE: The abbreviation RI is used as a noun
in its own right.) 4. MAIL Rhode Island (NOTE: The abbreviation RI is part of the US sorting
code on the last line of a Rhode Island address.) 5. SCIENCE Royal Institution

RIARIA 1. MEDICINE the technique of measuring the levels of antibodies in the blood by
introducing into the bloodstream a substance that has a radioactive tracer attached to
it. Full form radioimmunoassay 2. Royal Irish Academy

RIBRIB BOAT rigid inflatable boat
RIBARIBA /	ri�bə/ ARCHITECTURE Royal Institute of British Architects
RICSRICS Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
RIERIE FINANCE recognized investment exchange
RIFRIF US HUMAN RESOURCES the laying off of members of a workforce. Full form reduction

in force
RIFFRIFF /rf/ COMPUTING resource interchange file format
RIPRIP 1. COMPUTING raster image processor 2. rest in peace (NOTE: The abbreviation RIP is

seen on gravestones.) 3. COMPUTING routing information protocol
RISCRISC /rsk/ COMPUTING reduced-instruction-set computer
rit.rit. MUSIC 1. ritardando 2. ritenuto
riv.riv. GEOGRAPHY river
RJRJ ROADS road junction
RKRK EDUCATION religious knowledge
RLRL 1. ONLINE real life (used in e-mails and text messages) 2. RUGBY Rugby League
RLGRLG ARMS rocket-launched grenade
RlsRls MONEY rials
rlyrly RAIL railway
rmrm 1. MEASUREMENTS, PAPER ream 2. room
RmRm BIBLE Romans
RMRM 1. HEALTH SERVICES Registered Midwife 2. MAIL Royal Mail 3. MILITARY Royal Marines
RMARMA MILITARY 1. Royal Marine Artillery 2. Royal Military Academy
RMBRMB Aus MAIL roadside mail box (NOTE: The abbreviation RMB is used in addresses in

rural areas of Australia.)
RMDRMD Aus MAIL roadside mail delivery (NOTE: The abbreviation RMD is used in addresses

in rural areas of Australia.)
RMDIRRMDIR COMPUTING a command to remove an empty subdirectory. Full form remove

directory
RMMRMM CHEMISTRY relative molecular mass
RMNRMN HEALTH SERVICES Registered Mental Nurse
rmsrms MATHEMATICS the square root of the mean of the squares of a set of numbers. Full

form root mean square
RMSRMS 1. MAIL Royal Mail Service 2. SHIPPING Royal Mail Ship
RMTRMT HUMAN RESOURCES National Union of Rail, Maritime, and Transport Workers
RnRn CHEMICAL ELEMENTS radon
RNRN 1. HEALTH SERVICES Registered Nurse 2. ONLINE right now (used in e-mails and text

messages) 3. NAVY Royal Navy
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RNARNA GENETICS a nucleic acid containing ribose found in all living cells, essential for protein
synthesis. Full form ribonucleic acid (NOTE: The abbreviation RNA is used as a noun in
its own right.)

RNASRNAS NAVY 1. Royal Naval Air Service 2. Royal Naval Air Station
RNaseRNase /�ɑ� en 	ez/ BIOCHEMISTRY an enzyme that splits or degrades RNA. Full form

ribonuclease
rndrnd round
RNIBRNIB Royal National Institute for the Blind
RNLIRNLI NAUTICAL Royal National Lifeboat Institution
RNMHRNMH HEALTH SERVICES Registered Nurse for the Mentally Handicapped
RNPRNP BIOCHEMISTRY a complex of RNA and a protein formed during the synthesis of RNA.

Full form ribonucleoprotein
RNRRNR NAVY Royal Naval Reserve
rnsrns CRICKET runs
RNVRRNVR NAVY Royal Naval Volunteer Force
RNZAFRNZAF AIR FORCE Royal New Zealand Air Force
RNZNRNZN NAVY Royal New Zealand Navy
roro 1. PRINTING recto 2. ONLINE Romania (NOTE: The abbreviation ro is seen at the end of

Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
ro.ro. MEASUREMENTS rood
ROAROA FINANCE return on assets
ROBROB BUSINESS defines an advertisement which is placed wherever space is available, at the

publisher’s discretion, instead in a stand-alone insert. Full form run of book. Same as
ROP

ROCROC MILITARY Royal Observer Corps
ROCEROCE FINANCE return on capital employed
ROEROE FINANCE return on equity
ROIROI 1. GEOGRAPHY region of interest 2. FINANCE return on investment
ROMROM /rɒm/ COMPUTING read-only memory
rom.rom. PRINTING roman (type)
Rom.Rom. 1. Roman 2. LANGUAGE Romance 3. GEOGRAPHY Romania 4. LANGUAGE Romanian 5.

BIBLE Romans
RONRON BUSINESS defines an advertisement which is placed wherever space is available

within an advertising network. Full form run of network
RONARONA FINANCE return on net assets
ROPROP BUSINESS defines an advertisement which is placed wherever space is available, at the

publisher’s discretion, instead in a stand-alone insert. Full form run of paper / press.
Same as ROB

ro-roro-ro /	rəυ rəυ/ TRANSPORT used to describe a ferry (or other method of transport)
designed so that vehicles are driven on one end and, on arrival at their destination, off
the other end. Full form roll-on roll-off

ROSROS 1. FINANCE return on sales 2. BUSINESS defines an Internet advertisement which is
placed wherever space is available within a specified website. Full form run of site 3.
BUSINESS defines an advertisement which is placed whenever space is available within a
given time period. Full form run of station

ROSCOROSCO /	rɒskəυ/ a company that leases trains to train-operating companies under the
arrangements by which the UK national railway system was privatized. Full form rolling
stock operating company

RoSPARoSPA /	rɒspə/ DOMESTIC Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents
rot.rot. MATHEMATICS rotation
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ROTFLROTFL ONLINE rolling on the floor laughing (used in e-mails and Internet chat rooms)
ROTMROTM ONLINE right on the money
ROUROU GEOGRAPHY Republic of Uruguay
ROWROW BUSINESS defines an advertisement which is placed whenever space is available

within a given week. Full form run of week
RPRP 1. PHONETICS the accent of British English that educated people from the southern part

of England traditionally use, widely regarded as the least regionally modified of all British
accents. Full form Received Pronunciation 2. EDUCATION Regius Professor 3. GEOGRAPHY

Republic of the Philippines 4. role-play
RPBRPB BUSINESS recognized professional body
RPCRPC 1. COMPUTING a method of communication between two programs running on

separate, but connected, computers. Full form remote procedure call 2. COMMERCE

Restrictive Practices Court
RPGRPG 1. COMPUTING a high-level computer language used primarily for business reports.

Full form report program generator 2. MILITARY rocket-propelled grenade 3. COMPUTER

GAMES a computer or other game in which the participants assume roles, often as
fantasy characters such as heroes or elves, in a scenario that develops as the game
progresses. Full form role-playing game

RPIRPI COMMERCE a measure of inflation taken from the average change in prices of a
representative sample of goods and services over a period of time. Full form retail price
index

RPIXRPIX FINANCE a measure of the underlying rate of inflation, that is the retail price index
not taking into account mortgage payments

RPIYRPIY FINANCE a measure of the core rate of inflation, that is the retail price index not
taking into account indirect taxes and council tax

rpmrpm MEASUREMENTS revolutions per minute
Before the advent of the compact disc for audio recordings, the abbreviation rpm was most
frequently encountered as an indication of the speed at which the various types and sizes of
gramophone record were played.

RPMRPM COMMERCE the setting by the manufacturer of a minimum price at which its goods
are to be sold at retail. Full form resale (or retail) price maintenance

RPNRPN MATHEMATICS a method of expressing complex mathematical equations without the
need for brackets. Full form reverse Polish notation

RPORPO MUSIC Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
rpsrps MEASUREMENTS revolutions per second
RPSRPS PHOTOGRAPHY Royal Photographic Society
rptrpt 1. repeat 2. report
RPVRPV MILITARY remotely piloted vehicle
RQRQ MEASUREMENTS, PHYSIOLOGY the ratio of the volume of carbon dioxide released to the

volume of oxygen absorbed by an organism, cell, or tissue over a given time period. Full
form respiratory quotient

RRRR 1. US RAIL railroad 2. MEDICINE recovery room 3. MEDICINE relative risk 4. CHRISTIANITY

Right Reverend
rRNArRNA BIOCHEMISTRY ribosomal RNA
RRPRRP COMMERCE recommended retail price
RsRs MONEY rupees
RSRS 1. recording secretary 2. right side 3. SCIENCE Royal Society
RSARSA 1. BUSINESS a grant scheme operating in certain areas of the UK to encourage

business to set up or expand in that area. Full form regional selective assistance 2.
GEOGRAPHY Republic of South Africa 3. MILITARY an organization in New Zealand to
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provide help for former members of the armed forces and their families. Full form
Returned Services Association 4. ARTS Royal Scottish Academician 5. ARTS Royal
Scottish Academy 6. ARTS Royal Society of Arts 7. COMPUTING a public-key cryptography
system used to provide high-level security

RSCRSC 1. THEATRE Royal Shakespeare Company 2. CHEMISTRY Royal Society of Chemistry
RSCNRSCN HEALTH SERVICES Registered Sick Children’s Nurse
RSFSRRSFSR POLITICS the former name for Russia before the collapse of the Soviet Union in

1991. Full form Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic
RSIRSI MEDICINE a painful condition affecting some people who overuse muscles as a result

of activities such as regularly operating a computer keyboard. Full form repetitive
strain injury (NOTE: The abbreviation RSI is used as a noun in its own right.)

RSJRSJ CONSTRUCTION rolled steel joist (NOTE: The abbreviation RSJ is used as a noun in its own
right.)

RSLRSL 1. MILITARY an organization established in Australia in 1916 to provide help for
former members of the armed forces and their families. Full form Returned Services
League 2. LITERATURE Royal Society of Literature

RSMRSM 1. MILITARY Regimental Sergeant Major 2. GEOGRAPHY Republic of San Marino 3.
MEDICINE Royal Society of Medicine

RSNCRSNC ECOLOGY Royal Society for Nature Conservation
RSPRSP COMMERCE retail service provider
RSPBRSPB BIRDS Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
RSPCARSPCA VETERINARY MEDICINE Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
RSVRSV 1. MICROBIOLOGY a virus causing infection of the lungs and respiratory tract, most

usually in young children. Full form respiratory syncytial virus 2. BIBLE Revised
Standard Version

RSVPRSVP BUSINESS répondez s’il vous plaît (NOTE: The abbreviation RSVP, from the French,
‘please reply’, is used on an invitation to request a response to it.)

rtrt right
RTRT 1. TELECOMMUNICATIONS radio telegraph 2. TELECOMMUNICATIONS radio telegraphy 3.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS radiotelephone 4. TELECOMMUNICATIONS radiotelephony 5.
COMPUTING real time 6. AMERICAN FOOTBALL right tackle 7. room temperature 8. US TRAVEL

round trip
RTDSRTDS COMPUTING real-time data system
RteRte ROADS route (NOTE: The abbreviation Rte is used in addresses.)
RTERTE 1. BROADCASTING Radio Telefis Éireann (NOTE: From the Irish, ‘Irish Radio and

Television’.) 2. COMPUTING real-time execution
RTFRTF COMPUTING a format for a computer file that contains text with formatting codes (e.g.

for bold or italic). Full form rich text format
RTFMRTFM ONLINE a more offensive variant of RTM. Full form read the fucking manual
RTGSRTGS BUSINESS a system of settling large payments between banks by paying throughout

the day rather than totting up debits against credits at the end of the day. Full form real-
time gross settlement

Rt Hon.Rt Hon. POLITICS Right Honourable
RTMRTM ONLINE read the manual (used in e-mails and text messages)
RTNRTN HEALTH SERVICES Registered Theatre Nurse
RTPRTP COMPUTING real-time transport protocol
Rt Rev.Rt Rev. CHRISTIANITY Right Reverend
RTSRTS 1. BUSINESS the rate at which a manufacturer can reduce one input and increase

another while keeping output constant. Full form rate of technical substitution 2.
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COMPUTING a signal used to inform a sending device such as a modem that a receiving
device is ready to accept more data. Full form request to send

RTSCRTSC COMPUTING read the source code
RTWRTW CLOTHING ready-to-wear
ruru ONLINE Russia (NOTE: The abbreviation ru is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
RuRu CHEMICAL ELEMENTS ruthenium
RURU 1. GEOGRAPHY Republic of Burundi (NOTE: The abbreviation ru comes from the

country’s original name, the Republic of Urundi.) 2. ONLINE are you (used in e-mails and
text messages) 3. RUGBY Rugby Union

RUCRUC POLICE Royal Ulster Constabulary
rvrv STATISTICS random variable
RVRV 1. AEROSPACE re-entry vehicle 2. CAMPING the US and Canadian name for a camper van.

Full form recreational vehicle 3. BIBLE Revised Version
rwrw ONLINE Rwanda (NOTE: The abbreviation rw is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
RWRW 1. Right Worshipful 2. Right Worthy
R/WR/W COMPUTING read/write
RWDRWD AUTOMOTIVE rear-wheel drive
rwyrwy RAIL railway
RXRX COMPUTING receive(r)
RYSRYS ONLINE read your screen (used in e-mails and text messages)
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ss 1. MEASUREMENTS, TIME second 2. semi- 3. MONEY shilling 4. GRAMMAR singular 5. ZOOLOGY

the male parent of an animal. Full form sire 6. sister 7. MUSIC solo 8. son 9. MUSIC

soprano 10. MEASUREMENTS stere 11. FINANCE stock 12. QUANTUM PHYSICS strange quark
13. GRAMMAR substantive

SS 1. QUANTUM PHYSICS entropy 2. JUDAEO-CHRISTIAN Sabbath 3. CHRISTIANITY Saint 4. BIBLE

Samuel 5. EDUCATION satisfactory 6. CALENDAR Saturday 7. HISTORY Saxon 8. MONEY the
former unit of currency in Austria, replaced by the euro in 2002. Full form schilling 9.
GEOGRAPHY Sea 10. CALENDAR September 11. MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS siemens 12.
CLOTHING small (used in e-mails and text messages) 13. ONLINE smile (used in e-mails and
text messages) 14. ONLINE smiling (NOTE: The abbreviation S is used as a size of clothing.)
15. POLITICS Socialist 16. south 17. southern 18. QUANTUM PHYSICS strangeness 19.
CHEMICAL ELEMENTS sulphur 20. CALENDAR Sunday

sasa ONLINE Saudi Arabia (NOTE: The abbreviation sa is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

SASA 1. CHRISTIANITY Salvation Army 2. COMMERCE a private limited company in Spain. Full
form sociedad anónima 3. COMMERCE a private limited company in France. Full form
sociedade anónima 4. COMMERCE a private limited company in Portugal. Full form
société anonyme 5. GEOGRAPHY South Africa 6. GEOGRAPHY South America 7.
GEOGRAPHY South Australia

s.a.s.a. 1. semiannual 2. COMMERCE subject to approval 3. without date
SAASAA COMPUTING systems application architecture
Sab.Sab. JUDAEO-CHRISTIAN Sabbath
SABCSABC BROADCASTING South African Broadcasting Corporation
SACEURSACEUR /	s�k#�/ MILITARY Supreme Allied Commander, Europe
SADSAD MEDICINE depression associated with the onset of winter and thought to be caused

by decreasing amounts of daylight. Full form seasonal affective disorder
SADSSADS MEDICINE another name for SAD. Full form seasonal affective disorder

syndrome
s.a.e.s.a.e. MAIL 1. self-addressed envelope 2. stamped addressed envelope
SAEFSAEF /sef/ STOCK EXCHANGE Stock Exchange Automatic Execution Facility
S. Afr.S. Afr. GEOGRAPHY South Africa
SAIFSAIF FINANCE savings association insurance fund
St. Ex.St. Ex. Stock Exchange
StHAStHA HEALTH SERVICES Strategic Health Authority
SALTSALT /sɔ�lt/ MILITARY Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (or Treaty)
SAMSAM /s�m/ ARMS surface-to-air missile
Sam.Sam. BIBLE Samuel
S & HS & H COMMERCE shipping and handling
S & LS & L BANKING savings and loan (association)
S & MS & M sadism and masochism
S & PS & P STOCK EXCHANGE Standard and Poor’s
S & P 500S & P 500 STOCK EXCHANGE Standard and Poor’s 500-stock index
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S-A nodeS-A node ANATOMY a small mass of specialized cardiac muscle fibres in the wall of the
heart. The S-A node originates the regular electrical impulses that stimulate the
heartbeat. Full form sinoatrial node

SARSAR 1. MEDICINE the rate at which a mass, especially human tissue, absorbs radiated
electrical energy (e.g. when using a mobile phone), measured in watts or milliwatts per
kilogram. Full form specific absorption rate 2. COMPUTING store address register

SARLSARL COMMERCE a small private limited company in France which may not have more
than 40 shareholders. Full form société anonyme à responsabilité limitée (NOTE:
From the French, ‘limited company’.)

SARSSARS /sɑ�z/ MEDICINE severe acute respiratory syndrome
SASSAS 1. COMPUTING single attachment station 2. MILITARY a British army regiment that is

specially trained to undertake dangerous clandestine operations. Full form Special Air
Service

SASESASE MAIL self-addressed stamped envelope
Sask.Sask. GEOGRAPHY Saskatchewan
SATSAT /s�t/ EDUCATION standard assessment task (NOTE: The acronym SAT is used as a noun

in its own right, often in the plural.)
Sat.Sat. CALENDAR Saturday
SATBSATB MUSIC soprano, alto, tenor, bass
SAWSAW /sɔ�/ ELECTRONICS surface acoustic wave
SAYESAYE FINANCE a savings plan in which monthly deposits are made over a five-year period.

Full form save as you earn
sbsb ONLINE Solomon Islands (NOTE: The abbreviation sb is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
SbSb CHEMICAL ELEMENTS antimony (NOTE: From the Latin stibium.)
SBSB BROADCASTING simultaneous broadcast
SBASBA 1. BUSINESS small business administration 2. AVIAT a system of radio navigation that

provides an aircraft with lateral guidance and marker beam indicators at set points
during its landing approach. Full form standard beam approach

SbESbE south by east
SBFSBF STOCK EXCHANGE Société des Bourses Françaises (NOTE: From the French, ‘Association

of French Stock Exchanges’.)
SBMSBM COMPUTING a trademark for an acoustic technology developed by Sony. Full form

Super Bit Mapping
SBSSBS 1. HEALTH a group of symptoms typically including headaches and respiratory

problems that affect workers in usually new or remodelled office buildings and are
attributed to toxic building materials or poor ventilation. Full form sick building
syndrome 2. MILITARY an elite British Royal Marines force that is used to spearhead
amphibious operations and to reconnoitre beach landings. Full form Special Boat
Service 3. Aus BROADCASTING Special Broadcasting Service

SBUSBU BUSINESS strategic business unit
SbWSbW south by west
scsc 1. ONLINE Seychelles (NOTE: The abbreviation sc is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.) 2. PRINTING small capital
ScSc CHEMICAL ELEMENTS scandium
SCSC 1. STOCK EXCHANGE Securities Commission 2. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS the permanent

committee of the United Nations that oversees its peacekeeping operations throughout
the world. Full form Security Council 3. MILITARY Signal Corps 4. MAIL South Carolina
(NOTE: The abbreviation SC is part of the US sorting code on the last line of a South
Carolina address.) 5. MEDICINE subcutaneous
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sc.sc. 1. THEATRE scene (NOTE: The abbreviation sc. (or Sc.) is used in references to a particular
subdivision of a play, as in Hamlet Act I Sc. 4.) 2. used to introduce a word or phrase of
clarification, or a missing word or phrase. Full form scilicet 3. MEASUREMENTS scruple

s/cs/c BUILDINGS self-contained (used in property advertisements)
ScBScB SCIENCE Bachelor of Science (NOTE: From the Latin Scientiae Baccalaureus.)
SCCSCC 1. MEDICINE a common type of cancer that usually develops in the epithelial layer of

the skin but sometimes in various mucous membranes of the body. Full form squamous
cell carcinoma 2. ELECTRONICS storage connecting circuit

ScDScD SCIENCE Doctor of Science (NOTE: From the Latin Scientiae Doctor.)
SCESCE EDUCATION in Scotland, any of three levels of examinations in a wide range of subjects

taken in the last three years of secondary school. Standard Grades are usually taken at
the age of 16, Highers at 17, and Sixth Year Studies at 18. Full form Scottish Certificate
of Education

SCFSCF Save the Children Fund
SCGSCG CRICKET Sydney Cricket Ground
sch.sch. school
scisci PRINTING single column inch
sci.sci. 1. science 2. scientific
SCIDSCID MEDICINE a rare but severe inherited disorder of the immune system. Full form

severe combined immunodeficiency
ScMScM SCIENCE Master of Science (NOTE: From the Latin Scientiae Magister.)
SCMSCM 1. HEALTH SERVICES State Certified Midwife 2. CHRISTIANITY Student Christian

Movement
SCNSCN ANATOMY a discrete area of the brain responsible for regulating circadian rhythms

(the ‘biological clock’) in mammals. Full form suprachiasmatic nucleus
Scot.Scot. 1. BEVERAGES Scotch 2. GEOGRAPHY Scotland 3. GEOGRAPHY Scottish
SCPOSCPO MILITARY Senior Chief Petty Officer
SCPSSCPS PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Society of Civil and Public Servants
SCRSCR 1. EDUCATION a common room for the use of academic staff in some colleges and

universities. Full form senior common room 2. COMPUTING sequence control register
Script.Script. RELIGION Scripture
SCSISCSI /	sk�zi/ COMPUTING a specification for a high-speed computer interface used to

connect peripheral devices to a computer. Full form small computer systems
interface

scubascuba /	sku�bə/ � see note at Aids
sculp.sculp. ARTS sculptor
sdsd ONLINE Sudan (NOTE: The abbreviation sd is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
SDSD 1. COMPUTING secure digital 2. COMPUTING single density (disk) 3. MAIL South Dakota

(NOTE: The abbreviation SD is part of the US sorting code on the last line of a South
Dakota address.) 4. STATISTICS standard deviation

s.d.s.d. without a day being fixed for a further meeting. Full form sine die (NOTE: From the
Latin, ‘without a day’.)

SDASDA BUSINESS Scottish Development Agency
SDBSDB COMMERCE sales day book
SDISDI MILITARY Strategic Defense Initiative
SDLCSDLC COMPUTING synchronous data link control
SDLPSDLP POLITICS Social Democratic and Labour Party
SdnSdn COMMERCE Sendirian (NOTE: Sdn berhad is a Malay term for a private limited

company.)
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SDPSDP POLITICS Social Democratic Party
SDRSDR 1. ECONOMICS a method of settling international debts through the International

Monetary Fund in order to stabilize exchange rates. Full form special drawing right(s)
2. COMPUTING store data register

SDRAMSDRAM COMPUTING synchronous dynamic random-access memory
SDRsSDRs ECONOMICS special drawing rights
sese ONLINE Sweden (NOTE: The abbreviation se is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
SeSe CHEMICAL ELEMENTS selenium
SESE 1. southeast 2. southeastern 3. STOCK EXCHANGE stock exchange
SEAQSEAQ /	si��k/ STOCK EXCHANGE a computerized system for displaying prices and

transactions in securities on the UK Stock Exchange. Full form Stock Exchange
Automated Quotation

SEATOSEATO /	si�təυ/ INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Southeast Asia Treaty Organization
SEATSSEATS /si�ts/ STOCK EXCHANGE Stock Exchange Alternative Trading Service
SEbESEbE southeast by east
SEbSSEbS southeast by south
secsec MATHEMATICS secant
SECSEC 1. ONLINE (wait a) second (used in e-mails and text messages) 2. STOCK EXCHANGE an

agency of the US government set up to regulate transactions in securities and protect
investors against malpractice. Full form Securities and Exchange Commission

sec.sec. 1. MEASUREMENTS, TIME second 2. secondary 3. secretary 4. section 5. sector 6. security
SECAMSECAM /	si�k�m/ TV a broadcasting system for colour television used in France, Russia,

and a number of other countries. Full form séquentiel couleur à mémoire
secysecy secretary
SEDSED GOVERNMENT Scottish Education Department
SEDDSEDD GOVERNMENT Scottish Executive Development Department
SEEDSEED GOVERNMENT Scottish Executive Education Department
SEERADSEERAD /	si�r�d/ GOVERNMENT Scottish Executive Environment and Rural Affairs

Department
SEHDSEHD GOVERNMENT Scottish Executive Health Department
SEMSEM PHYSICS scanning electron microscope
SENSEN 1. EDUCATION special educational needs 2. HEALTH SERVICES a grade for nurses before

1988, when clinical grading came into effect. Most SENs converted to clinical grade C
or D. Full form State Enrolled Nurse

Sen.Sen. 1. POLITICS senate 2. POLITICS senator 3. senior
SEPSEP ONLINE someone else’s problem (used in e-mails and text messages)
Sep.Sep. 1. CALENDAR September 2. Septuagint
sepdsepd separated
SEPPSEPP COMPUTING secure encryption payment protocol
Sept.Sept. 1. CALENDAR September 2. BIBLE Septuagint
seq.seq. sequel
SergtSergt MILITARY sergeant
SERMSERM MEDICINE a simulated oestrogen which has some but not all of the effects of

oestrogen, e.g. protecting against bone deterioration. Full form selective oestrogen
receptor modulator

SERPSSERPS /s#�ps/ PENSIONS a pension paid by the government to people who have been
employed during their lives. Full form state earnings-related pension scheme

sess.sess. session
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SETSET /set/ COMPUTING the standards created by a group of banks and Internet companies
that allow users to buy goods over the Internet without risk. Full form secure electronic
transactions

SETISETI /	seti�/ SCIENCE a scientific attempt to detect or communicate with intelligent beings
from beyond Earth, especially using radio signals. Full form search for extraterrestrial
intelligence

SETSSETS STOCK EXCHANGE Stock Exchange Electronic Trading System
sfsf 1. LITERATURE science fiction 2. MUSIC sforzando
SFSF 1. LITERATURE science fiction 2. FINANCE a fund created by setting aside regular sums for

investment, usually in bonds, in order to repay a debt that will fall due at a future date.
Full form sinking fund

SFASFA 1. FOOTBALL Scottish Football Association 2. STOCK EXCHANGE Securities and Futures
Authority

SFASSFAS FINANCE Statement of Financial Accounting Standards
SFDSFD MEDICINE small for dates (NOTE: The abbreviation SFD is used of a baby with an

abnormally low birth weight in relation to the length of the pregnancy.)
SFESFE STOCK EXCHANGE Sydney Futures Exchange
SFOSFO 1. CRIME Serious Fraud Office 2. FINANCE Superannuation Funds Office
sfz.sfz. MUSIC sforzando
sgsg ONLINE Singapore (NOTE: The abbreviation sg is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
SgSg 1. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS seaborgium 2. BIBLE Song of Songs
SGSG 1. GRAMMAR singular 2. LAW Solicitor General 3. PHYSICS specific gravity
sgdsgd signed
SGHWRSGHWR INDUST steam-generating heavy-water reactor
SGMSGM US MILITARY Sergeant Major
SGMLSGML COMPUTING an international standard for the definition of system-independent

methods of representing texts in electronic form by describing the relationship between
a document’s form and its structure. Full form Standard Generalized Markup
Language

SGOTSGOT BIOCHEMISTRY an enzyme manufactured in the liver, elevated levels of which can
indicate decreased liver function. Full form serum glutamic-oxalacetic transaminase

SGPTSGPT BIOCHEMISTRY an enzyme manufactured in the liver and heart, the presence of
which in the blood indicates damage to these organs. Full form serum glutamic-
pyruvic transaminase

SgtSgt MILITARY Sergeant
Sgt Maj.Sgt Maj. MILITARY Sergeant Major
SGXSGX STOCK EXCHANGE Singapore Exchange
shsh ONLINE St Helena (NOTE: The abbreviation sh is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
sh.sh. 1. STOCK EXCHANGE share 2. AGRICULTURE sheep 3. PRINTING sheet
SHASHA NAVIGATION a measure of a star’s position in relation to the meridian passing through

Aries. Full form sidereal hour angle
SHAEFSHAEF /ʃef/ MILITARY Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Forces
shan’tshan’t /ʃɑ�nt/ shall not
SHAPESHAPE /ʃep/ MILITARY Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe
she’dshe’d /ʃ�d/ 1. she had 2. she would
she’llshe’ll /ʃ�l/ 1. she shall 2. she will
she’sshe’s /ʃ�z/ 1. she has 2. she is
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SHFSHF RADIO a radio frequency between 3,000 and 30,000 megahertz. Full form
superhigh frequency

shiptshipt MAIL shipment
SHMSHM PHYSICS simple harmonic motion
SHOSHO HEALTH SERVICES Senior House Officer
shouldn’tshouldn’t /	ʃυd(ə)nt/ should not
should’veshould’ve /	ʃυd(ə)v/ should have
shpshp MECHANICAL ENGINEERING shaft horsepower
shptshpt shipment
shr.shr. STOCK EXCHANGE share
shtsht PRINTING sheet
shtg.shtg. shortage
S-HTTPS-HTTP COMPUTING Secure HyperText Transfer Protocol
sisi ONLINE Slovenia (NOTE: The abbreviation si is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
SiSi CHEMICAL ELEMENTS silicon
SISI 1. MEASUREMENTS Système International (d’Unités) (NOTE: The abbreviation SI, from the

French, ‘International System (of Units)’, refers to a set of units adopted for international
use in science and technology. The coulomb, for example, is the SI unit of electric
charge.) 2. NZ GEOGRAPHY South Island 3. FINANCE statutory instrument

SIASIA FINANCE Securities Institute of Australia
SIBSIB FINANCE Securities and Investments Board
SICSIC COMMERCE Standard Industrial Classification
SICAVSICAV FINANCE a limited company in Luxembourg. Full form société d’investissement

à capital variable
SIDSSIDS /sds/ MEDICINE the technical name for cot death. Full form sudden infant death

syndrome
SIGSIG /s�/ ONLINE special-interest group
sig.sig. signature
Sig.Sig. 1. the Italian equivalent of Mr. Full form Signor 2. a title used before the name of a

highly respected man or a man of advanced age in Italy and other Italian-speaking
countries. Full form Signore

sigintsigint /	s�nt/ intelligence data acquired electronically. Full form signals intelligence
SignaSigna the Italian equivalent of Miss. Full form Signorina
SigraSigra the Italian equivalent of Mrs. Full form Signora
sim.sim. similar
SIM cardSIM card /	sm �kɑ�d/ TELECOMMUNICATIONS a smart card inserted into a mobile phone

that holds the personal information relating to the subscriber (e.g. the subscriber’s PIN
or stored phone numbers). Full form Subscriber Identity Module card

SIMDSIMD COMPUTING single instruction stream multiple data stream
SIMMSIMM /sm/ COMPUTING a module plugged into the motherboard of a computer to add

memory. Full form single in-line memory module
sinsin MATHEMATICS sine
SINBADSINBAD /	snb�d/ SOCIAL SCIENCES � see note at dinky
sing.sing. GRAMMAR singular
Singh.Singh. LANGUAGE Singhalese
SINKSINK /sŋk/ SOCIAL SCIENCES � see note at dinky
SIOSIO COMPUTING serial input/output
SIPSIP COMPUTING single in-line package
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SIPCSIPC FINANCE Securities Investor Protection Corporation
SIPOSIPO COMPUTING serial input/parallel output
SIPPSIPP /sp/ PENSIONS self-invested personal pension
SIRSIR GOVERNMENT Singapore Immigration and Registration
SISSIS INFORMATION SCIENCE strategic information systems
SISDSISD COMPUTING single instruction stream single data stream
SISOSISO COMPUTING serial input/serial output
SITDSITD ONLINE still in the dark (used in e-mails)
SIVSIV MICROBIOLOGY simian immunodeficiency virus
sjsj ONLINE Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands (NOTE: The abbreviation sj is seen at the end of

Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
SJSJ CHRISTIANITY Society of Jesus (NOTE: The abbreviation SJ is used after the name of a

Jesuit.)
SJASJA MEDICINE Saint John Ambulance (Brigade or Association)
SJDSJD Doctor of Juridical Science (NOTE: From the Latin Scientiae Juridicae Doctor.)
sksk ONLINE Slovakia (NOTE: The abbreviation sk is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
SKSK GEOGRAPHY Saskatchewan
Skr.Skr. LANGUAGE Sanskrit
SKUSKU /�es ke 	ju�, skju�/ COMMERCE a unique code, consisting of numbers or letters and

numbers, assigned to a product by a retailer for identification and stock control. Full
form stockkeeping unit

slsl ONLINE Sierra Leone (NOTE: The abbreviation sl is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

SLSL 1. INSURANCE salvage loss 2. GEOGRAPHY sea level 3. LAW Solicitor-at-Law 4. LINGUISTICS

source language 5. GEOGRAPHY south latitude
SLASLA COMMERCE service level agreement
SLADESLADE /sled/ ARTS Society of Lithographic Artists, Designers, Engravers, and Process

Workers
s.l.a.n.s.l.a.n. PUBLISHING without place, year, or name (NOTE: From the Latin sine loco, anno, vel

nomine.)
SLBMSLBM ARMS submarine-launched ballistic missile
SLCMSLCM ARMS sea-launched cruise missile
SLESLE MEDICINE a condition of the immune system in which it wrongly attacks the body’s

own tissues, most common in young women. Full form systemic lupus
erythematosus

SLIPSLIP /slp/ ONLINE the older of two protocols for dial-up access to the Internet using a
modem. It has now been largely replaced by point-to-point protocol (PPP). Full form
serial line Internet protocol

SLOSSSLOSS ENVIRONMENT a term in ecology relating to the debate over whether it is better to
protect one large area or many smaller ones. Full form single large or several small

SLPSLP POLITICS Scottish Labour Party
SLRSLR PHOTOGRAPHY a camera in which the light passes through one lens to the film and,

by means of a mirror and prism system, to the focusing screen. Full form single-lens
reflex

SLSISLSI ELECTRONICS super large scale integration
SLVSLV AEROSPACE 1. space launch vehicle 2. standard launch vehicle
smsm ONLINE San Marino (NOTE: The abbreviation sm is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
SmSm CHEMICAL ELEMENTS samarium
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SMSM MILITARY Sergeant Major
sm.sm. small
S/MS/M sadomasochism
SMASMA METALLURGY shape memory alloy
SMATVSMATV TV satellite master antenna television
SMBSMB COMPUTING server message block
SMESME BUSINESS small and medium-sized enterprises
SMEDSMED COMMERCE the concept of reducing the time involved in setting up a

manufacturing process, ideally to under ten minutes. Full form single minute
exchange of dies

SMISMI BUSINESS the stock market index of the Zurich stock exchange in Switzerland. Full
form Swiss Market Index

S/MIMES/MIME /�es 	mam/ COMPUTING Secure/Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions
SMPSMP HUMAN RESOURCES statutory maternity pay
SMRSMR MEDICINE submucous resection
SMSSMS TELECOMMUNICATIONS a service that allows short text messages to be sent to and

from mobile phones. Full form short message service
Text messaging has introduced a new form of shorthand that can seem daunting to the
uninitiated, although it is largely based on well-established principles that date from long
before the introduction of this technology. These include omitting letters from words (e.g. tlk
= ‘talk’, wn = ‘when’, yr = ‘your’), using letters and numbers in place of words or syllables that
sound the same (e.g. C = ‘see’, R = ‘are’, U = ‘you’, 2 = ‘to’, 4 = ‘for’, 8 as in GR8 = ‘great’,
L8R = ‘later’, and W8 = ‘wait’), and reducing phrases to their initial letters (e.g. CB = ‘call
back’, IDK = ‘I don’t know’, MYOB = ‘mind your own business’, SYS = ‘see you soon’).

SMTSMT COMPUTING surface-mount technology
SMTPSMTP COMPUTING the main protocol used to send electronic mail on the Internet,

consisting of rules for how programs sending mail should interact with programs
receiving mail. Full form simple mail transfer protocol

snsn ONLINE Senegal (NOTE: The abbreviation sn is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

SnSn CHEMICAL ELEMENTS tin
SNSN US MILITARY seaman
SNASNA COMPUTING systems network architecture
SNAFUSNAFU /	sn�fu�/ situation normal all fouled up (NOTE: The acronym SNAFU (or snafu) is

used as a noun to denote any mishap or mistake generally caused by incompetence and
resulting in delay or confusion.)

SNCFSNCF RAIL the national railway system in France. Full form Société Nationale des
Chemins de Fer (NOTE: From the French, ‘National Railway Association’.)

SNGSNG INDUST substitute (or synthetic) natural gas
SNMPSNMP COMPUTING simple network management protocol
SNOBOLSNOBOL /	snəυbɔ�l/ COMPUTING a high-level computer programming language

designed for dealing with strings of symbols. Full form StriNg-Oriented symBOlic
Language (NOTE: The form of the acronym SNOBOL is humorously modelled on that of
COBOL, an otherwise unrelated language.)

SNPSNP 1. POLITICS Scottish National Party 2. BIOTECHNOLOGY a commonly found change in a
single nucleotide base in a DNA sequence, occurring about every 1,000 bases. It is of
significance in biomedical research. Full form single nucleotide polymorphism

SnrSnr Senior
soso ONLINE Somalia (NOTE: The abbreviation so is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
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SOSO 1. a spouse or long-term sexual partner (used in Internet chat rooms and text
messages) Full form significant other 2. BANKING standing order

s.o.s.o. FINANCE seller’s option
sociol.sociol. sociology
SOCKSSOCKS /sɒks/ COMPUTING a network protocol developed to support the transfer of

TCP/IP (Internet) traffic through a proxy server. It is commonly used to enable users on
a local area network to access the Internet via a single shared connection. Full form
sockets

S. of Sol.S. of Sol. BIBLE Song of Solomon
solnsoln solution
SOMSOM ECOLOGY soil organic matter
Som.Som. GEOGRAPHY 1. Somalia 2. Somerset
sonarsonar /	səυnɑ�/ � see note at Aids
SOPSOP standard operating procedure
sop.sop. MUSIC soprano
SORSOR COMMERCE sale or return
SORNSORN /sɔ�n/ AUTOMOTIVE a formal declaration by the owner that a vehicle does not

require a road-fund licence (i.e. a current tax disc) because it is not being used on public
roads. Full form statutory off-road notification (NOTE: The acronym SORN is used as
a noun in its own right.)

SOSSOS a call or signal requesting help (NOTE: The abbreviation SOS, popularly said to stand
for ‘save our souls’, was chosen as an international distress signal because it could be
easily transmitted and received in Morse code.)

Sov.Sov. Soviet
SOWSOW ONLINE speaking of which (used in e-mails and text messages)
Sow.Sow. a title used in India before the name of a married woman whose husband is still

alive. Full form Sowbhagyawati
SPSP 1. COMPUTING the address register containing the address of the most recently-stored

piece of data or the location of the next piece of data to be retrieved. Full form stack
pointer 2. HORSERACING starting price 3. NAVY submarine patrol

sp.sp. 1. special 2. BIOLOGY species 3. specific 4. specimen 5. spelling
Sp.Sp. 1. GEOGRAPHY Spain 2. Spaniard 3. LANGUAGE Spanish
s.p.s.p. LAW without children (NOTE: From the Latin sine prole.)
SpASpA COMMERCE società per azioni (NOTE: From the Italian, ‘limited company’.)
Span.Span. LANGUAGE Spanish
SPCSPC COMMERCE statistical process control
SPCKSPCK CHRISTIANITY Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge
spec.spec. 1. special 2. specification
specif.specif. 1. specific 2. specifically
SPECTSPECT MEDICINE a technique used in diagnosing some diseases that generates a three-

dimensional computer image of the distribution of a radioactive tracer in a particular
organ. Full form single photon emission computed tomography

SPFSPF the degree to which a sun cream, lotion, screen, or block provides protection for the
skin against the sun. Full form sun protection factor

SpgsSpgs Springs (NOTE: The abbreviation Spgs is used in placenames.)
sp htsp ht PHYSICS specific heat
SPLSPL MEASUREMENTS, ACOUSTICS sound pressure level
SPOTSPOT ENVIRONMENT Système Probatoire d’Observation de la Terre
spp.spp. BIOLOGY species (NOTE: The abbreviation spp. is the plural form of sp.)
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SPQRSPQR ANCIENT HIST Senatus Populusque Romanus (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘the senate and
people of Rome’.)

SprSpr MILITARY Sapper
SPSSPS PHYSICS standard pressure setting
sptspt GEOGRAPHY seaport
SPUCSPUC /sp�k/ Society for the Protection of the Unborn Child
SPXSPX COMPUTING simplex
sq.sq. 1. sequence 2. sequens 3. MILITARY squadron 4. MEASUREMENTS square
Sq.Sq. 1. MILITARY Squadron 2. ROADS Square (NOTE: The abbreviation Sq. is used in

addresses.)
SQASQA COMPUTING software quality assurance
SQLSQL /	si�kw(ə)l/ COMPUTING a standardized language that approximates the structure of

natural English for obtaining information from databases. Full form structured query
language

SqnSqn MILITARY Squadron
srsr 1. MEASUREMENTS, MATHEMATICS steradian 2. ONLINE Suriname (NOTE: The abbreviation sr

is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
SrSr 1. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS strontium 2. the Portuguese equivalent of Mr. Full form Senhor

3. senior 4. the Spanish equivalent of Mr. Full form Señor 5. the Italian equivalent of Mr.
Full form Signor 6. Sir 7. Sister

SraSra 1. the Portuguese equivalent of Mrs. Full form Senhora 2. the Spanish equivalent of
Mrs. Full form Señora

SRASRA RAIL Strategic Rail Authority
SRAMSRAM /	es r�m/ COMPUTING static random-access memory
SRBSRB COMMERCE sales returns book
SRCNSRCN HEALTH SERVICES State Registered Children’s Nurse
SRDSSRDS BUSINESS Standard Rate and Data Service
SRISRI FINANCE socially responsible investor
SrlSrl COMMERCE società a responsabilità limitata (NOTE: From the Italian, ‘limited company’.)
SRNSRN HEALTH SERVICES State Registered Nurse
sRNAsRNA BIOCHEMISTRY soluble RNA
SROSRO 1. BUSINESS self-regulatory organization 2. TRAVEL single room occupancy 3. standing

room only 4. Statutory Rules and Orders
SRTSRT COMPUTING source transparent routing
SrtaSrta 1. the Portuguese equivalent of Miss. Full form Senhorita 2. the Spanish equivalent

of Miss. Full form Señorita
ssss PUBLISHING sections
SSSS 1. Saints 2. SOCIAL WELFARE Social Security 3. BOAT steamship 4. CHRISTIANITY Sunday

school 5. LAW sworn statement
SSADMSSADM MANAGEMENT structured systems analysis and design method
SSAPSSAP ACCOUNTING Statement of Standard Accounting Practice
SSBSSB RADIO single sideband (transmission)
SSCSSC 1. S Asia EDUCATION a qualification given to students in India on passing out of

secondary school. Full form Secondary School Certificate 2. LAW Solicitor to the
Supreme Court

SSDSSD COMPUTING single-sided disk
SSESSE south-southeast
SSGSSG US MILITARY Staff Sergeant
SSgtSSgt MILITARY Staff Sergeant
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SSHASSHA SOCIAL WELFARE Scottish Special Housing Association
SSISSI 1. ELECTRONICS small-scale integration 2. BUSINESS instructions from one bank to other

banks as to the procedure to be followed when making payments to it. Full form
standing settlement instructions

SSLSSL COMPUTING a protocol designed by Netscape that provides secure communications
over the Internet. Full form secure sockets layer

SSMSSM ARMS surface-to-surface missile
SSNSSN US SOCIAL WELFARE Social Security Number
SSPSSP HUMAN RESOURCES statutory sick pay
ssp.ssp. BIOLOGY subspecies
SSRSSR POLITICS Soviet Socialist Republic (NOTE: The abbreviation SSR was used in the names

of constituent members of the Soviet Union, such as the Latvian SSR (now Latvia).)
SSRISSRI PHARMACOLOGY an antidepressant drug that increases serotonin levels in synapses,

resulting in elevation of mood. Full form selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor
SSSISSSI /�trp(ə)l es 	a/ ENVIRONMENT Site of Special Scientific Interest
SSTSST TRANSPORT supersonic transport
SSWSSW south-southwest
stst 1. ONLINE São Tomé and Príncipe (NOTE: The abbreviation st is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.) 2. MEASUREMENTS short ton
StSt 1. CHRISTIANITY Saint 2. GEOGRAPHY Strait 3. ROADS Street (NOTE: The abbreviation St is

used in addresses.)
STST TIME standard time
st.st. 1. POETRY stanza 2. start 3. state 4. LAW statute 5. PRINTING stet 6. HANDICRAFT stitch
StaSta Santa (NOTE: The abbreviation Sta, from Spanish and Italian, is used before the name

of a woman who is a saint, especially in placenames.)
stacc.stacc. MUSIC staccato
Staffs.Staffs. GEOGRAPHY Staffordshire
STARTSTART /stɑ�t/ MILITARY Strategic Arms Reduction Talks
STBSTB BUSINESS the joining together of unions so as to enter negotiations as one entity, to

ensure fairness to all members of a profession. Full form single table bargaining
stbdstbd NAUTICAL starboard
stdstd standard
STDSTD 1. MEDICINE sexually transmitted disease 2. TELECOMMUNICATIONS subscriber trunk

dialling
SteSte Sainte (NOTE: The abbreviation Ste, from French, is used before the name of a woman

who is a saint, and is often used in the names of wines.)
ster.ster. MONEY sterling
stgstg MONEY sterling
stgestge storage
SthSth south
STISTI MEDICINE sexually transmitted infection
stkstk COMMERCE stock
STMSTM RELIGION Master of Sacred Theology (NOTE: From the Latin Sacrae Theologiae

Magister.)
STOLSTOL /stɒl/ AVIAT a flying system that gives an aircraft the ability to take off and land on

a very short runway. Full form short takeoff and landing
STPSTP 1. COMPUTING shielded twisted pair (cable) 2. PHYSICS standard temperature and

pressure
s.t.p.s.t.p. 1. COMPUTING shielded twisted pair (cable) 2. PHYSICS standard temperature and

pressure
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str.str. 1. GEOGRAPHY strait 2. ROWING stroke
Str.Str. GEOGRAPHY Strait
STRESSSTRESS /stres/ COMPUTING structural engineering system solver
STSSTS GENETICS sequence tagged site
STUCSTUC POLITICS Scottish Trades Union Congress
STVSTV 1. TV Scottish Television 2. POLITICS a system of voting in a multimember constituency

in which voters list the candidates in order of preference and any candidate receiving
the required number of votes is elected. Full form single transferable vote

STXSTX COMPUTING start of text
STYSSTYS ONLINE speak to you soon (used in e-mails and text messages)
SUSU MEASUREMENTS, NUCLEAR PHYSICS strontium unit
subj.subj. 1. GRAMMAR subject 2. subjective 3. GRAMMAR subjunctive
Suff.Suff. GEOGRAPHY Suffolk
Sun.Sun. CALENDAR Sunday
sup.sup. 1. superior 2. GRAMMAR superlative 3. GRAMMAR supine 4. supplement 5.

supplementary 6. supply 7. supra (NOTE: The abbreviation sup. is used in formal writing
to refer the reader back to something at an earlier point in the same text.)

SupdtSupdt Superintendent
super.super. 1. superfine 2. superior
SuptSupt Superintendent
supvrsupvr supervisor
Sur.Sur. GEOGRAPHY Suriname
surg.surg. 1. surgeon 2. surgery 3. surgical
SUVSUV N Am VEHICLES a tough four-wheel-drive vehicle built on a truck chassis, usually used

for everyday driving. Full form sport-utility vehicle
svsv ONLINE El Salvador (NOTE: The abbreviation sv is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
SvSv MEASUREMENTS, SCIENCE sievert
SVSV CHRISTIANITY 1. Holy Virgin (NOTE: From the Latin Sancta Virgo.) 2. Your Holiness
s.v.s.v. 1. BOAT sailing vessel 2. ENGINEERING side valve 3. under the word or term (NOTE: The

abbreviation s.v. is used in textual references, e.g. to direct the reader to a particular
headword in a dictionary or encyclopedia.)

SVASVA FINANCE shareholder value analysis
SVGASVGA a modified specification for video display controllers used in personal computers.

Full form super video graphics array
SWSW 1. RADIO short wave 2. southwest 3. southwestern
Sw.Sw. 1. GEOGRAPHY Sweden 2. LANGUAGE Swedish
SWALKSWALK /swɔ�lk/ sealed with a loving kiss

The acronym SWALK, traditionally written on the back of a envelope containing a letter to a
beloved person, is falling into disuse along with the practice of letter-writing itself.
Nonetheless, it is probably the most enduring of a set of acronyms formerly used in the same
way. Many of the others share a geographical theme; they include BURMA ‘be undressed and
ready my angel’, HOLLAND ‘hope our love lasts and never dies’, ITALY ‘I trust and love you’,
and NORWICH ‘(k)nickers off ready when I come home’.

SWATSWAT /swɒt/ US POLICE a police unit that is trained in the use of military weapons and
tactics. Full form Special Weapons and Tactics

swbdswbd TELECOMMUNICATIONS switchboard
SWbSSWbS southwest by south
SWbWSWbW southwest by west
SWELLSWELL /swel/ SOCIAL SCIENCES � see note at dinky
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SWGSWG MEASUREMENTS, MECHANICAL ENGINEERING standard wire gauge
SWIFTSWIFT /swft/ BANKING Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunications
SWIMSWIM /swm/ see what I mean? (used in e-mails and text messages)
Switz.Switz. GEOGRAPHY Switzerland
SWPSWP POLITICS Socialist Workers Party
SWPASWPA GEOGRAPHY Southwestern Pacific Area
SXSX COMPUTING a type of processor chip derived from the basic 80386 or 80486 processor

that is slightly cheaper to manufacture and buy
sysy ONLINE Syria (NOTE: The abbreviation sy is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
SYHASYHA Scottish Youth Hostels Association
sym.sym. 1. symbol 2. symmetrical 3. MUSIC symphony 4. MEDICINE symptom
synd.synd. syndicate
SYSSYS ONLINE see you soon (used in e-mails and text messages)
syst.syst. system
szsz ONLINE Swaziland (NOTE: The abbreviation sz is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
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tt 1. PHYSICS time 2. MEASUREMENTS, FREIGHT tare 3. MEASUREMENTS, COOKERY teaspoon(ful) 4.

MUSIC tempo 5. MUSIC tenor 6. GRAMMAR tense 7. MEASUREMENTS ton 8. GRAMMAR

transitive 9. MEASUREMENTS troy
TT 1. PHYSICS absolute temperature 2. PHYSICS kinetic energy 3. PHYSICS period 4. PHYSICS

surface tension 5. MEASUREMENTS, COOKERY tablespoon(ful) 6. TELECOMMUNICATIONS

telephone (number) (NOTE: The abbreviation T is used to contrast with E (e-mail address)
and F (fax number).) 7. MEASUREMENTS temperature 8. MEASUREMENTS tera- 9. PHYSICS tesla
10. CALENDAR Thursday 11. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS tritium 12. true 13. CALENDAR Tuesday

TaTa CHEMICAL ELEMENTS tantalum
TATA 1. ARMY Territorial Army 2. ONLINE thanks again (used in e-mails and text messages) 3.

PSYCHOLOGY a form of psychotherapy that emphasizes the interactions within and
between individuals and classifies these interactions as ‘adult’, ‘parent’, or ‘child’. Full
form transactional analysis 4. TRANSPORT Transit Authority

TABTAB 1. COMPUTING tabulate 2. /t�b/ GAMBLING in Australia and New Zealand, the agency
or company that runs legal betting on horseracing, greyhound racing, and other
sporting events. Full form Totalizator Agency Board 3. IMMUNOLOGY typhoid-
paratyphoid A-paratyphoid B (vaccine)

tab.tab. table
TACTAC /t�k/ FISHERIES total allowable catch
TAFETAFE /tef/ EDUCATION in Australia, a system of higher education providing instruction in

technical subjects. Full form Technical and Further Education
TAFNTAFN ONLINE that’s all for now (used in e-mails and Internet chat rooms)
’tain’t’tain’t /tant/ it ain’t
TALISMANTALISMAN /	t�lzmən/ STOCK EXCHANGE a computer system used for buying and selling

securities on the London Stock Exchange. Full form Transfer Accounting Lodgement
for Investors and Stock Management

TAMTAM /t�m/ TV Television Audience Measurement
tantan MATHEMATICS tangent
T & ET & E an informal euphemism describing somebody who is slightly drunk. Full form tired

and emotional
TAOTAO BUSINESS an application for specific relief from taxes on the grounds that they are

causing you significant hardship. Full form taxpayer assistance order
TAPITAPI COMPUTING telephony application programming interface
TASTAS AEROSPACE true air speed
Tas.Tas. GEOGRAPHY Tasmania
TATTAT 1. PSYCHOLOGY thematic apperception test 2. COMPUTING turnaround time
TAURUSTAURUS /	tɔ�rəs/ STOCK EXCHANGE a computerized system used for buying and selling

securities on the International Stock Exchange. Full form Transfer of Automated
Registration of Uncertified Stock

TbTb CHEMICAL ELEMENTS terbium
TBTB 1. NAVY torpedo boat 2. ACCOUNTING trial balance 3. MEDICINE tuberculosis (NOTE: The

abbreviation TB is used as a noun in its own right in this sense.)
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TBATBA 1. to be agreed 2. to be announced 3. WINE the highest grade of German table wine,
made from individually selected shrivelled grapes and typically very sweet. Full form
Trockenbeerenauslese

TBCTBC ONLINE to be continued (used in e-mails and text messages)
TBDTBD 1. to be determined 2. to be discussed
TBITBI MEDICINE total body irradiation
T-billT-bill FINANCE a financial security issued by the Treasury payable to the bearer after a fixed

period, usually three months. Full form Treasury bill
tbs.tbs. MEASUREMENTS, COOKERY tablespoon(ful)
TBTTBT ECOLOGY a compound used in marine antifouling paints, banned in many counties

because of its devastating effect on wildlife. Full form tributyl tin
tctc ONLINE Turks and Caicos Islands (NOTE: The abbreviation tc is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
TcTc CHEMICAL ELEMENTS technetium
TCTC 1. BUSINESS till countermanded 2. AUTOMOTIVE twin carburettors
TCATCA WINE a chemical that can form on wine bottle corks during the manufacturing

process, causing the wine to become musty and ‘corked’ in storage. Full form
trichloranisole

TCCBTCCB CRICKET Test and County Cricket Board
TCDDTCDD CHEMISTRY an extremely toxic by-product of herbicide manufacture. Full form

tetrachlorodibenzodioxin
TCOTCO BUSINESS total cost of ownership
TCOBTCOB ONLINE taking care of business (used in e-mails and text messages)
TCP/IPTCP/IP ONLINE a protocol used for transmitting data between computers and as the basis

for standard protocols on the Internet. Full form transmission control
protocol/Internet protocol

TCSTCS FINANCE Tariff Concession Scheme
TDTD 1. GOVERNMENT Member of the Dáil (the lower house of the Irish parliament) (NOTE:

From the Irish Teachta Dála.) 2. ARMS tank destroyer 3. TECHNOLOGY technical drawing 4.
MILITARY Territorial Decoration 5. AMERICAN FOOTBALL touchdown

TDBTDB COMMERCE Trade Development Board
TDDTDD TELECOMMUNICATIONS telecommunications device for the deaf
TDMTDM 1. TELECOMMUNICATIONS time-division multiplexing 2. ONLINE too damn many (used

in e-mails and text messages)
TDRTDR COMPUTING a method of testing a conductor such as a fibre-optic cable for faults, by

sending a controlled pulsed signal into it and monitoring the reflections of this. Full form
time domain reflectometry

TDSTDS COMPUTING transaction-driven system
TeTe CHEMICAL ELEMENTS tellurium
TECTEC /tek/ BUSINESS Training and Enterprise Council
tec.tec. technician
tech.tech. 1. technical 2. technician 3. technology
technol.technol. technology
TEDTED MEDICINE supportive elastic stockings that help to maintain circulation in the lower

legs and prevent conditions such as deep-vein thrombosis. Full form thromboembolic
deterrent (stocking)

TEETEE RAIL Trans-Europe Express (train)
TEFLTEFL /	tef(ə)l/ EDUCATION teaching of English as a foreign language
TELTEL CHEMISTRY an extremely poisonous oily liquid formerly used as an antiknock agent in

petrol. Full form tetraethyl lead
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tel.tel. 1. telegram 2. telegraph 3. telegraphic 4. telephone
teleg.teleg. 1. telegram 2. telegraph 3. telegraphic 4. telegraphy
temp.temp. 1. temperance 2. temperate 3. temperature 4. template 5. temporal 6. temporary
TENSTENS /tens/ MEDICINE a method of treating chronic pain by applying electrodes to the skin

and passing small electric currents through sensory nerves and the spinal cord, thus
suppressing the transmission of pain signals. Full form transcutaneous electrical
nerve stimulation

TEPPTEPP /tep/ CHEMISTRY a crystalline compound used as an insecticide and in medicine as a
stimulant for the nervous system. Full form tetraethyl pyrophosphate

TERTER EDUCATION in parts of Australia, a measure on a scale of 0 to 100 of a student’s
performance in the HUSK (Higher School Certificate) examinations, used to assess
eligibility for tertiary courses. Full form tertiary entrance rank

ter.ter. 1. terrace 2. territorial 3. territory
Ter.Ter. Terrace (NOTE: The abbreviation Ter. is used in addresses.)
term.term. terminal
terr.terr. 1. territorial 2. territory
Terr.Terr. Terrace (NOTE: The abbreviation Terr. is used in addresses.)
TE scoreTE score EDUCATION in Australia, a score awarded on the basis of final secondary school

examinations that determines whether or not a student is accepted into some tertiary
education institutions. Full form tertiary entrance score

TESLTESL /	tes(ə)l/ EDUCATION teaching of English as a second language
TESOLTESOL /	ti�sɒl/ EDUCATION teaching of English to speakers of other languages
TESSATESSA /	tesə/ FINANCE a tax-free savings account, now superseded by the ISA (although

TESSAs opened before the introduction of ISAs may still be held or transferred). Full
form tax-exempt special savings account

Test.Test. BIBLE Testament
Teut.Teut. Teutonic
Tex.Tex. GEOGRAPHY Texan
TFNTFN FINANCE tax file number
TFRTFR ECOLOGY total fertility rate
TFTPTFTP COMPUTING a simple form of the standard FTP (file transfer protocol) system,

commonly used to load the operating system software onto a diskless workstation from
a server. Full form trivial file transfer protocol

tgtg ONLINE Togo (NOTE: The abbreviation tg is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

TGTG LINGUISTICS transformational grammar
TGALTGAL ONLINE think globally, act locally
TGATTGAT /	ti���t/ EDUCATION Task Group on Assessment and Testing
TGITGI MARKETING Target Group Index
TGIFTGIF thank God (or goodness) it’s Friday
TGVTGV RAIL in France and some other countries, a very high-speed train. Full form train à

grande vitesse (NOTE: The abbreviation TGV, from French, is used as a noun in its own
right.)

TGWUTGWU HUMAN RESOURCES Transport and General Workers’ Union
thth ONLINE Thailand (NOTE: The abbreviation th is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
ThTh CHEMICAL ELEMENTS thorium
Th.Th. 1. BIBLE Thessalonians 2. CALENDAR Thursday
ThBThB RELIGION Bachelor of Theology (NOTE: From the Latin Theologiae Baccalaureus.)
THCTHC CHEMISTRY the main active chemical in cannabis. Full form tetrahydrocannabinol
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ThDThD RELIGION Doctor of Theology (NOTE: From the Latin Theologiae Doctor.)
theat.theat. 1. theatre 2. theatrical
theol.theol. RELIGION 1. theologian 2. theological 3. theology
theos.theos. RELIGION 1. theosophical 2. theosophy
therap.therap. MEDICINE 1. therapeutic 2. therapeutics
therm.therm. thermometer
Thess.Thess. BIBLE Thessalonians
they’dthey’d /θed/ 1. they had 2. they would
they’llthey’ll /θel/ 1. they shall 2. they will
they’rethey’re /θeə/ they are
they’vethey’ve /θev/ they have
THITHI PHYSICS temperature-humidity index
THNQTHNQ ONLINE thank you (used in e-mails and text messages)
thpthp MEASUREMENTS, MECHANICAL ENGINEERING thrust horsepower
3G3G /θri�|	d"i�/ TELECOMMUNICATIONS a wireless communications technology that, when fully

functional, will provide high-speed mobile access to the Internet, entertainment,
information, and intranets. Full form Third Generation

Thur.Thur. CALENDAR Thursday
Thurs.Thurs. CALENDAR Thursday
THXTHX ONLINE thanks (used in e-mails and text messages)
THzTHz MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS terahertz
TiTi CHEMICAL ELEMENTS titanium
TIATIA 1. ONLINE thanks in advance (used in e-mails and text messages) 2. MEDICINE a

temporary disruption to normal body function caused by a restriction of blood flow to
the brain, commonly called a ‘mini-stroke’. Full form transient ischaemic attack

TIBORTIBOR /	ti�bɔ�/ BANKING Tokyo Interbank Offered Rate
TICTIC ONLINE tongue in cheek (used in e-mails)
t.i.d.t.i.d. PHARMACOLOGY three times a day (NOTE: The abbreviation t.i.d., from the Latin ter

in die, is used in prescriptions.)
TIFFTIFF /tf/ COMPUTING tagged image file format
TIGRTIGR /	ta�ə/ FINANCE a bond linked to US treasury bonds, profits from which are subject

to UK tax when the bond is cashed or redeemed. Full form Treasury Investment
Growth Receipts

TILATILA FINANCE Truth in Lending Act
Tim.Tim. BIBLE Timothy
tinct.tinct. PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY tincture
TIRTIR TRANSPORT Transports Internationaux Routiers (NOTE: The abbreviation TIR, from the

French, ‘international road transport’, is seen on trucks.)
’tis’tis /ts/ it is
Tit.Tit. BIBLE Titus
tjtj ONLINE Tajikistan (NOTE: The abbreviation tj is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
tktk TRANSPORT truck
TKOTKO BOXING technical knockout
tkttkt ticket
TlTl CHEMICAL ELEMENTS thallium
t.l.t.l. INSURANCE total loss
TLATLA three-letter acronym
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TLA has come to be used of many terms that are not strictly acronyms (which can be
pronounced as a word) but abbreviations or initialisms (which are pronounced letter by letter).
CAMRA is a TLA, for instance, but BBC is an initialism.

TLCTLC 1. tender loving care 2. SCIENCE thin-layer chromatography
The abbreviation TLC is used as a noun in its own right in this sense. It principally denotes the
care and attention required by people (as in She just needs a bit of TLC), but can also refer to
plants, animals, and even inanimate objects.

t.l.o.t.l.o. INSURANCE total loss only
tmtm ONLINE Turkmenistan (NOTE: The abbreviation tm is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
TmTm CHEMICAL ELEMENTS thulium
TMTM 1. trademark 2. transcendental meditation 3. ONLINE trust me (used in e-mails and

text messages)
TMJTMJ ANATOMY either of the joints connecting the lower part of the jaw (the mandible)

with the temporal bone on each side of the head. Full form temporomandibular joint
(NOTE: TMJ syndrome is a painful condition involving the temporomandibular joint and
the muscles used for chewing, sometimes causing clicking sounds and restricted jaw
movement.)

TMTTMT BUSINESS technology, media, and telecommunications � companies in the TMT
sector

tntn ONLINE Tunisia (NOTE: The abbreviation tn is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

TNTN MAIL Tennessee (NOTE: The abbreviation TN is part of the US sorting code on the last
line of a Tennessee address.)

TNATNA HUMAN RESOURCES training-needs analysis
tngtng training
TNTTNT CHEMISTRY a yellow flammable crystalline compound used as an explosive. Full form

trinitrotoluene (NOTE: The abbreviation TNT is used as a noun in its own right, and the
full form is rarely encountered.)

TNXTNX ONLINE thanks (used in e-mails and text messages)
toto ONLINE Tonga (NOTE: The abbreviation to is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
Tob.Tob. BIBLE Tobit
TOCTOC /tɒk/ RAIL train operating company
Toc HToc H /�tɒk 	etʃ/ CHRISTIANITY an interdenominational association formed in England

after World War I to encourage Christian fellowship (NOTE: Toc H was telegraphic code
for TH, the initials of Talbot House, a Belgian recreation centre on which the association
was modelled.)

TOETOE MEASUREMENTS tonnes of oil equivalent
TOILTOIL /tɔl/ HUMAN RESOURCES time off in lieu
TOPICTOPIC /	tɒpk/ STOCK EXCHANGE Teletext Output of Price Information by Computer
topog.topog. GEOGRAPHY topography
tox.tox. toxicology
TOYTOY ONLINE thinking of you (used in e-mails and text messages)
tptp MILITARY troop
TPTP COMPUTING 1. teleprocessing 2. transaction processing
t.p.t.p. PUBLISHING title page
TPATPA BIOCHEMISTRY an anticlotting enzyme that is produced naturally in blood vessel linings

and is genetically engineered for use in treating heart attacks, to dissolve blood clots,
and to prevent heart muscle damage. Full form tissue plasminogen activator
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TPCTPC Aus COMMERCE Trade Practices Commission
TPITPI 1. FINANCE tax and price index 2. COMPUTING tracks per inch
TPMTPM COMMERCE total productive maintenance
TPNTPN BIOCHEMISTRY another name for NADP. Full form triphosphopyridine nucleotide
TPOTPO ECOLOGY tree preservation order
TprTpr MILITARY Trooper
TPWSTPWS RAIL a safety system that automatically causes the brakes of a train to be applied

if it passes a signal set at danger. Full form Train Protection and Warning System
TQMTQM MANAGEMENT total quality management
trtr ONLINE Turkey (NOTE: The abbreviation tr is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
TRTR TELECOMMUNICATIONS transmit-receive
tr.tr. 1. GRAMMAR transitive 2. PUBLISHING translator 3. PRINTING transpose 4. PRINTING

transposition 5. FINANCE treasurer 6. MUSIC trill 7. MILITARY troop 8. FINANCE trust 9. FINANCE

trustee
trad.trad. traditional (NOTE: When trad is used informally as an adjective or noun referring to

traditional jazz, it is written without a full stop.)
trans.trans. 1. COMMERCE transaction 2. transferred 3. GRAMMAR transitive 4. PUBLISHING

translated 5. PUBLISHING translation 6. transport 7. transpose 8. transverse
transf.transf. transferred
transl.transl. PUBLISHING 1. translated 2. translation 3. translator
transp.transp. 1. transport 2. transportation
treas.treas. FINANCE 1. treasurer 2. treasury
TRHTRH 1. Their Royal Highnesses 2. BIOCHEMISTRY a hormone released by the hypothalamus

which stimulates the pituitary gland to produce thyroid stimulating hormone. Full form
thyroid-releasing hormone 3. BIOCHEMISTRY a peptide hormone that is produced by
the hypothalamus and controls the release of thyrotropin (TSH) by the pituitary gland.
Full form thyrotropin-releasing hormone

trig.trig. MATHEMATICS 1. trigonometric(al) (NOTE: When trig is used in the phrase trig point,
short for ‘trigonometrical point’, it is written without a full stop.) 2. trigonometry (NOTE:
When trig is used informally in this sense, especially with reference to trigonometry as
a school subject, it is written without a full stop.)

tripl.tripl. triplicate
tRNAtRNA BIOCHEMISTRY transfer RNA
trop.trop. 1. GEOGRAPHY tropic 2. tropical
trptrp MILITARY troop
trs.trs. PRINTING transpose (NOTE: The abbreviation trs. is used in proofreading to mean

‘change the order of the indicated words’.)
TSTS transsexual
TSATSA STOCK EXCHANGE The Securities Association
TSAPITSAPI COMPUTING telephony services application programming interface
TSETSE MEDICINE a disease that affects the nervous system and can be transmitted from one

species to another. Full form transmissible spongiform encephalopathy
TSHTSH BIOCHEMISTRY a hormone that is secreted by the pituitary gland and stimulates release

of hormones by the thyroid gland. TSH is also called thyrotropin. Full form thyroid-
stimulating hormone

tsp.tsp. MEASUREMENTS, COOKERY teaspoon(ful)
TSRTSR 1. HUMAN RESOURCES telephone sales representative 2. COMPUTING a program which

loads itself into main memory and carries out a function when activated. Full form
terminate and stay resident (program)
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TSSTSS MEDICINE acute circulatory failure, commonly associated with the use of vaginal
tampons, which can create conditions promoting the growth of a toxin-producing
staphylococcal bacterium. Full form toxic shock syndrome

TSWTSW COMPUTING telesoftware
tttt ONLINE Trinidad and Tobago (NOTE: The abbreviation tt is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
TTTT 1. teetotal 2. BANKING telegraphic transfer 3. MOTORCYCLES a series of motorcycle races

held every year in the Isle of Man. Full form Tourist Trophy 4. AGRICULTURE tuberculin-
tested

TTFNTTFN ta-ta for now
The abbreviation TTFN, used informally in place of ‘goodbye’, originated in the 1940s as a
catchphrase on the BBC radio programme ITMA (It’s That Man Again), featuring the comedian
Tommy Handley.

TTLTTL 1. PHOTOGRAPHY through-the-lens � TTL metering 2. ELECTRONICS a method of
constructing electronic logic circuits. Full form transistor-transistor logic

TTL4NTTL4N ONLINE that’s the lot for now (used in e-mails)
TTTTTT ONLINE 1. that’s the ticket (used in e-mails) 2. to the top (NOTE: The abbreviation TTT

is used in Internet bulletin boards to move a message to a more prominent position and
stop it being overlooked.)

TTYTTY COMPUTING teletype
TUTU HUMAN RESOURCES trade union
Tu.Tu. CALENDAR Tuesday
TUCTUC POLITICS Trades Union Congress
Tue.Tue. CALENDAR Tuesday
Tun.Tun. GEOGRAPHY 1. Tunisia 2. Tunisian
Tur.Tur. 1. GEOGRAPHY Turkey 2. LANGUAGE Turkish
Turk.Turk. 1. GEOGRAPHY Turkey 2. LANGUAGE Turkish
tvtv ONLINE Tuvalu (NOTE: The abbreviation tv is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
TVTV 1. television 2. transvestite
TVEITVEI EDUCATION Technical and Vocational Education Initiative
TVPTVP FOOD INDUSTRY a high-protein product made from processed soya beans that are

formed into chunks or minced and flavoured to taste like meat. Full form textured
vegetable protein

TVRTVR TV television rating(s)
TVROTVRO TV an aerial used for receiving television signals from a broadcasting satellite. Full

form television receive only
twtw ONLINE Taiwan (NOTE: The abbreviation tw is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
TWTW MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY terawatt
TWAINTWAIN /twen/ COMPUTING an application programming interface standard developed

by Hewlett-Packard, Logitech, Eastman Kodak, Aldus, and Caere that allows software
to control image hardware. Full form Technology Without an Interesting Name

’twas’twas /twɒz/ it was
’twere’twere /tw#�/ it were
’twill’twill /twl/ it will
’twould’twould /twυd/ it would
TXTX 1. MAIL Texas (used in e-mails and text messages) 2. ONLINE thanks (NOTE: The

abbreviation TX is part of the US sorting code on the last line of a Texas address.) 3.
COMPUTING transmit(ter)
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TYTY ONLINE thank you (used in e-mails and text messages)
typ.typ. PRINTING 1. typographer 2. typographical 3. typography
typo.typo. PRINTING 1. typographer 2. typographical (NOTE: When typo is used informally as a

noun, short for ‘typographical error’, it is written without a full stop.) 3. typography
typw.typw. 1. COMMERCE typewriter 2. typewritten
tztz ONLINE Tanzania (NOTE: The abbreviation tz is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
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uu 1. uncle 2. unit 3. upper
UU 1. PHYSICS internal energy 2. JUDAISM kosher certification 3. ELECTRICITY potential

difference 4. united 5. CINEMA a rating indicating that a film can be seen by everybody,
regardless of age. Full form universal 6. EDUCATION university 7. US EDUCATION

unsatisfactory 8. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS uranium
The abbreviation U applies when a student in the US chooses to take a study course under a
less strict marking scheme than is usually applied, for personal enrichment rather than for an
official grade.

uaua ONLINE Ukraine (NOTE: The abbreviation ua is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

UAEUAE GEOGRAPHY United Arab Emirates
UAMUAM ARMS underwater-to-air missile
UARTUART /	ju�ɑ�t/ COMPUTING universal asynchronous receiver/transmitter
UBCUBC COMPUTING universal block channel
UBEUBE ONLINE unsolicited bulk e-mail
UBRUBR BUSINESS uniform business rate
ucuc PRINTING uppercase
UCASUCAS /	ju�k�s/ EDUCATION Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (NOTE: The

acronym UCAS is used as a noun in its own right.)
UCATTUCATT /	ju�k�t/ Union of Construction, Allied Trades, and Technicians
UCCUCC CHRISTIANITY United Church of Christ
UCCAUCCA /	�kə/ EDUCATION the former name of UCAS. Full form Universities Central

Council on Admissions
UCEUCE ONLINE unsolicited commercial e-mail
UCLUCL EDUCATION University College London
UCLAUCLA EDUCATION University of California at Los Angeles
UDAUDA POLITICS Ulster Defence Association
UDIUDI POLITICS unilateral declaration of independence (NOTE: Probably the most famous UDI

was that made in 1965 by Ian Smith, prime minister of Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe),
which led to thirteen years of UN sanctions against the country.)

UDMUDM HUMAN RESOURCES Union of Democratic Mineworkers
UDRUDR POLITICS Ulster Defence Regiment
UEFAUEFA /ju |	efə/ FOOTBALL Union of European Football Associations (NOTE: The acronym

UEFA is used as a noun in its own right.)
UFOUFO /�ju� ef 	�υ, 	ju�fəυ/ AEROSPACE a flying object that cannot be identified and is

thought by some to be an alien spacecraft. Full form unidentified flying object
The abbreviation UFO has entered the language as a noun in its own right and has spawned
the derivative ufology, denoting the study of UFOs and the investigation of recorded sightings
of them.

ugug ONLINE Uganda (NOTE: The abbreviation ug is seen at the end of Internet addresses,
preceded by a dot.)

UGCUGC EDUCATION University Grants Committee
UHFUHF RADIO any or all radio frequencies between 300 and 3,000 megahertz, typically used

for television transmission. Full form ultrahigh frequency
UIUI /	ju�i�/ COMPUTING user interface
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ukuk ONLINE United Kingdom (NOTE: The abbreviation uk is seen at the end of Internet
addresses, preceded by a dot.)

UKUK GEOGRAPHY United Kingdom
UKAEAUKAEA INDUST United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority
UKCCUKCC HEALTH SERVICES United Kingdom Central Council for Nursing, Midwifery and

Health Visiting
ULAULA COMPUTING a chip containing a number of unconnected logic circuits and gates

which can then be connected by a customer to provide a required function. Full form
uncommitted logic array

ult.ult. 1. ultimate 2. of the previous month. Full form ultimo (NOTE: The abbreviation ult.
was formerly used in business correspondence, as in your letter of the 13th ult.)

UMISTUMIST /	ju�mst/ EDUCATION University of Manchester Institute of Science and
Technology

UNUN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS United Nations
unb.unb. PUBLISHING unbound
unbdunbd PUBLISHING unbound
UNCEDUNCED ENVIRONMENT United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
UNCTADUNCTAD /	�nkt�d/ BUSINESS United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
UNDPUNDP BUSINESS United Nations Development Programme
UN/EDIFACTUN/EDIFACT E-COMMERCE United Nations electronic data interchange for

administration, commerce, and transport (or trade)
UNEPUNEP ENVIRONMENT United Nations Environment Programme
UNESCOUNESCO /ju�|	neskəυ/ INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS a United Nations agency that promotes

international collaboration on culture, education, and science. Full form United
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization

UNHCRUNHCR LAW United Nations High Commission for Refugees
UNICEFUNICEF /	ju�nsef/ INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS a United Nations agency that works for the

protection and survival of children around the world. Full form United Nations
Children’s Fund (NOTE: The agency was formerly called the United Nations International
Children’s Emergency Fund, hence the abbreviation.)

UNIDOUNIDO /ju�|	ni�dəυ/ INDUSTRY United Nations Industrial Development Organization
UNISONUNISON /	ju�ns(ə)n/ HUMAN RESOURCES a trade union for public service employees, the

largest trade union in the United Kingdom (NOTE: UNISON is not an abbreviation. The
name reflects the fact that the union was formed by the merger of three unions, COHSE,
NALGO, and NUPE, in July 1993.)

univ.univ. EDUCATION university
UNOUNO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS United Nations Organization
unp.unp. PUBLISHING unpaged
UNPROFORUNPROFOR /υn |	prəυ|�fɔ�(r)/ MILITARY United Nations Protection Force
UNRRAUNRRA /	�nrə/ INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation

Administration
UNRWAUNRWA INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS United Nations Relief and Works Agency
UNSFUNSF ECONOMICS United Nations Special Fund for Economic Development
UPUP GEOGRAPHY Uttar Pradesh
up.up. upper
UPCUPC US COMMERCE an early form of bar code containing 12 digits, used in the US before

the advent of the EAN-UCC system in 1977. Full form Universal Product Code
UPIUPI PRESS United Press International
UPPPUPPP uvulopalatopharyngoplasty
UPSUPS COMPUTING uninterruptable power supply
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uPVCuPVC INDUSTRY a rigid form of PVC. Full form unplasticized polyvinyl chloride
URCURC CHRISTIANITY United Reformed Church
URLURL ONLINE an address identifying the location of a webpage on the Internet, consisting

of the protocol, the domain name of the service, and the directory or file name. Full form
Uniform (formerly Universal) Resource Locator

urol.urol. MEDICINE 1. urological 2. urology
Uru.Uru. Uruguay
usus ONLINE United States (NOTE: The abbreviation us is seen at the end of Internet

addresses, preceded by a dot.)
USUS GEOGRAPHY United States (of America) (NOTE: The abbreviation US can be used as a

noun or adjective. The nickname Uncle Sam, a personification of the US government, is
a jocular expansion of these initials.)

u.s.u.s. 1. ubi supra (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘where (mentioned) above’.) 2. ut supra (NOTE:
From the Latin, ‘as (mentioned) above’.)

U/SU/S unserviceable
USAUSA GEOGRAPHY United States of America
USAFUSAF AIR FORCE United States Air Force
USAIDUSAID /�ju� es 	ed/ INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS a trademark for a US government agency

that provides humanitarian aid and assistance for development to other countries
USARTUSART /	ju�zɑ�t/ COMPUTING universal synchronous asynchronous receiver/transmitter
USASCIIUSASCII /�ju� es 	�ski�/ COMPUTING USA Standard Code for Information Interchange
USBUSB COMPUTING an external interface standard designed for communication between a

computer and attached peripheral devices such as printers, scanners, and keyboards �
USB port Full form universal serial bus

USDAWUSDAW /	�zdɔ�/ HUMAN RESOURCES Union of Shop, Distributive, and Allied Workers
USGSUSGS GEOLOGY United States Geological Survey
USMUSM 1. ARMS underwater-to-surface missile 2. STOCK EXCHANGE unlisted securities market
USNUSN NAVY United States Navy
USOUSO MILITARY United Service Organizations
USPUSP 1. MARKETING a characteristic of a product that makes it different from all similar

products. Full form unique selling proposition (or point) (NOTE: The abbreviation USP
is used in advertisements and marketing: What is this product’s USP?) 2. PHARMACOLOGY

United States Pharmacopeia
USRTUSRT COMPUTING universal synchronous receiver/transmitter
USSUSS 1. GOVERNMENT United States Senate 2. NAVY United States Ship
USSRUSSR GEOGRAPHY Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
usu.usu. usually
USWUSW RADIO ultrashort wave
UTUT 1. TIME another name for Greenwich Mean Time (GMT). Full form Universal Time 2.

MAIL Utah (NOTE: The abbreviation UT is part of the US sorting code on the last line of a
Utah address.)

UTCUTC TIME an internationally accepted standard for calculating time based on International
Atomic Time. Full form Universal Time Coordinated

ut dict.ut dict. PHARMACOLOGY as directed (NOTE: The abbreviation ut dict., from the Latin ut
dictum, is used in prescriptions.)

UTIUTI MEDICINE urinary tract infection
util.util. utility
UTPUTP COMPUTING unshielded twisted pair (cable)
UUUU 1. POLITICS Ulster Unionist 2. RELIGION Unitarian Universalist
UubUub CHEMICAL ELEMENTS ununbium
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UUCPUUCP COMPUTING UNIX-to-UNIX copy
UuqUuq CHEMICAL ELEMENTS ununquadium
UuuUuu CHEMICAL ELEMENTS unununium
UVUV PHYSICS ultraviolet (radiation)
UVAUVA PHYSICS ultraviolet radiation, especially from the sun, with a relatively long

wavelength. Full form ultraviolet A
UVBUVB PHYSICS ultraviolet radiation, especially from the sun, with a relatively short

wavelength. Full form ultraviolet B
UVFUVF POLITICS Ulster Volunteer Force
UVRUVR PHYSICS ultraviolet radiation
UWUW INSURANCE 1. underwriter 2. underwritten
UWISTUWIST /	ju�wst/ EDUCATION University of Wales Institute of Science and Technology
ux.ux. wife (NOTE: From the Latin uxor.)
UXBUXB ARMS unexploded bomb
uyuy ONLINE Uruguay (NOTE: The abbreviation uy is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
uzuz ONLINE Uzbekistan (NOTE: The abbreviation uz is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
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vv 1. PHYSICS instantaneous potential difference 2. PHYSICS instantaneous voltage 3. PHYSICS

specific volume 4. PHYSICS vacuum 5. MATHEMATICS vector 6. ANATOMY vein 7. PHYSICS

velocity 8. MEDICINE ventilator 9. ANATOMY ventral 10. GRAMMAR verb 11. GRAMMAR verbal
12. verse 13. PRINTING verso 14. versus 15. vertical 16. very 17. via 18. QUANTUM PHYSICS

vibrational quantum number 19. CHRISTIANITY vicarage 20. victory 21. vide (NOTE: The
abbreviation v is used in textual references.) 22. MUSIC violin 23. MICROBIOLOGY virus 24.
METEOROLOGY (abnormally good) visibility 25. OPHTHALMOLOGY vision 26. GRAMMAR

vocative 27. MUSIC voice 28. GEOGRAPHY volcano 29. MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY voltage
30. volume 31. PHONETICS vowel

VV 1. PHYSICS electric potential 2. PHYSICS electromotive force 3. PHYSICS potential 4. PHYSICS

potential efficiency 5. PHYSICS potential energy 6. PHYSICS vacuum 7. BIOCHEMISTRY valine
8. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS vanadium 9. MEDICINE a region in an antibody that has many
varying patterns of amino acids. Full form variable region 10. MONEY vatu 11.
MATHEMATICS vector 12. ANATOMY vein 13. PHYSICS velocity 14. CHRISTIANITY Venerable 15.
MEDICINE ventilator 16. ANATOMY ventral 17. GRAMMAR verb 18. GRAMMAR verbal 19. verse
20. version 21. versus 22. vertical 23. very 24. CHRISTIANITY vespers 25. via 26. QUANTUM

PHYSICS vibrational quantum number 27. CHRISTIANITY vicar 28. CHRISTIANITY vicarage 29.
vice 30. victory 31. vide (NOTE: The abbreviation V is used in textual references.) 32.
village 33. MUSIC violin 34. MICROBIOLOGY virus 35. Viscount 36. Viscountess 37.
METEOROLOGY (abnormally good) visibility 38. OPHTHALMOLOGY vision 39. GRAMMAR

vocative 40. MUSIC voice 41. GEOGRAPHY volcano 42. MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY volt 43.
MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY voltage 44. PHYSICS voltmeter 45. volume 46. Volunteer(s) 47.
PHONETICS vowel

vava 1. ONLINE Vatican City (NOTE: The abbreviation va is seen at the end of Internet
addresses, preceded by a dot.) 2. GRAMMAR verb active 3. GRAMMAR verbal adjective 4.
MUSIC viola

VAVA 1. COMMERCE value analysis 2. COMMERCE value-added 3. MEDICINE ventricular
arrhythmia 4. CHRISTIANITY vicar apostolic 5. MILITARY Vice Admiral 6. MILITARY (Royal Order
of) Victoria and Albert 7. MAIL Virginia (NOTE: The abbreviation VA is part of the US
sorting code on the last line of a Virginia address.) 8. OPHTHALMOLOGY visual acuity 9.
visual aid 10. WINE volatile acidity 11. MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY volt-ampere 12. MILITARY

Volunteer Artillery
V/AV/A COMMERCE voucher attached
vac.vac. 1. vacancy 2. vacant 3. PHYSICS vacuum
val.val. 1. GEOLOGY valley 2. FINANCE valuation 3. COMMERCE value
VANVAN /v�n/ COMPUTING a computer network that enables private companies to exchange

information with other registered subscribers. Full form value-added network
van.van. vanilla
V & AV & A ARTS Victoria and Albert Museum
varvar MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY volt-ampere reactive
VARVAR 1. /vɑ�/ COMPUTING a retail seller of computers who adds products to computers

produced by manufacturers or performs services such as product integration or
customization before selling the computers to customers. Full form value-added
reseller 2. visual aural range 3. ELECTRICITY volt-ampere reactive

var.var. 1. variable 2. variant 3. variation
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VATVAT /v�t/ FINANCE a tax added to the estimated value of a product or material at each
stage of its manufacture or distribution, ultimately paid by the consumer. Full form
value-added tax (NOTE: The abbreviation VAT is used as a noun in its own right.)

Vat.Vat. Vatican
vbvb GRAMMAR 1. verb 2. verbal
VBACVBAC /	vi�b�k/ MEDICINE a vaginal delivery of a baby by a woman whose first baby was

delivered by Caesarean section. Full form vaginal birth after Caesarean
vcvc ONLINE St Vincent and the Grenadines (NOTE: The abbreviation vc is seen at the end of

Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
VCVC 1. FINANCE venture capital 2. FINANCE venture capitalist 3. vice chairman 4. vice

chancellor 5. POLITICS vice consul 6. MILITARY Victoria Cross 7. POLITICS Vietcong 8. WINE a
category for Spanish wines falling just below the standards set out by the DO
appellation. Full form Vino Comarcal

vCJDvCJD MEDICINE a form of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) that has a much shorter
incubation period than previously recognized types but is clinically identical. Full form
variant CJD

VCMVCM FINANCE venture capital market
VCRVCR 1. HOUSEHOLD video cassette recorder 2. AVIAT visual control room (on an airfield)
VCTVCT FINANCE venture capital trust
vdvd 1. PHYSICS vapour density 2. various dates 3. void
VDVD 1. MEDICINE venereal disease (NOTE: The abbreviation VD is used as a noun in its own

right. Both the abbreviation and the full form are somewhat dated, sexually transmitted
disease (STD) being the current term.) 2. MILITARY Volunteer Decoration

VDCVDC Aus MILITARY Volunteer Defence Corps
VDHVDH MEDICINE valvular disease of the heart
VdlTVdlT WINE a category for Spanish wines equivalent to the French ‘vin de pays’. Full form

Vino de la Tierra
VdMVdM WINE Vino de Mesa (NOTE: From the Spanish, ‘table wine’.)
VDNVDN WINE a French fortified wine made from naturally sweet grapes such as Muscat. Full

form vin doux naturel
VDQSVDQS WINE the second-highest quality of French wine after AOC. Full form Vin Délimité

de Qualité Supérieure
VDRVDR VIDEO 1. videodisk recorder 2. videodisk recording
VDRLVDRL MEDICINE venereal disease research laboratory
VDSLVDSL TELECOMMUNICATIONS very-high-data-rate (or very-high-bit-rate) digital subscriber

line
VDTVDT 1. COMPUTING video / visual display terminal 2. WINE Vino da Tavola
VDUVDU COMPUTING visual display unit (NOTE: The abbreviation VDU is used as a noun in its

own right.)
veve ONLINE Venezuela (NOTE: The abbreviation ve is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
’ve’ve /əv/ have
vel.vel. 1. PAPER vellum 2. PHYSICS velocity
Ven.Ven. 1. CHRISTIANITY Venerable 2. GEOGRAPHY Venezuela
Venez.Venez. GEOGRAPHY Venezuela
VERVER COMMERCE voluntary export restraint
ver.ver. 1. verse 2. version
versvers MATHEMATICS versed sine
vert.vert. vertical
VESAVESA COMPUTING Video Electronics Standards Association
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vet.vet. 1. MILITARY veteran 2. veterinarian 3. veterinary
VFVF 1. MEDICINE ventricular fibrillation 2. TV video frequency 3. TELECOMMUNICATIONS voice

frequency
VFRVFR AEROSPACE visual flight rules
VFTVFT RAIL very fast train
VFUVFU COMPUTING part of the control system of a printer that controls the vertical format

of the page to be printed, e.g. the line spacing. Full form vertical format unit
vgvg 1. very good 2. ONLINE (British) Virgin Islands (NOTE: The abbreviation vg is seen at the

end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
VGVG CHRISTIANITY Vicar General
VGAVGA COMPUTING a specification for video display controllers used in personal computers.

Full form video graphics array
vgcvgc very good condition (NOTE: The abbreviation vgc is used in classified advertisements

of items for sale, for example cars.)
VHFVHF RADIO very high frequency
vivi 1. GRAMMAR verb intransitive 2. ONLINE (US) Virgin Islands (NOTE: The abbreviation vi is

seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
VIVI GEOGRAPHY Vancouver Island
v.i.v.i. vide infra (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘see below’.)
vic.vic. RELIGION vicar
Vic.Vic. Victoria
Viet.Viet. 1. GEOGRAPHY Vietnam 2. LANGUAGE Vietnamese
VIFVIF COMMERCE variable import fee
vign.vign. vignette
vil.vil. village
vill.vill. village
vin.vin. FOOD vinegar
VIPVIP 1. MEDICINE a peptide secreted by the intestines that has been shown to have

beneficial effects for arthritis sufferers. Full form vasoactive intestinal peptide 2. very
important person (NOTE: The abbreviation VIP is used as a noun in its own right.)

VIRVIR Victoria Empress and Queen (NOTE: From the Latin Victoria Imperatrix Regina.)
Vir.Vir. 1. LITERATURE Virgil 2. ASTRONOMY Virgo
Vis.Vis. 1. Viscount 2. Viscountess
visc.visc. PHYSICS viscosity
Visc.Visc. 1. Viscount 2. Viscountess
ViSCAViSCA /	vskə/ COMPUTING a trademark for a protocol used to synchronize multiple video

devices, developed by Sony. Full form video system control architecture
Visct.Visct. 1. Viscount 2. Viscountess
VJVJ VIDEO somebody who plays videos, especially music videos, on television. Full form

video jockey
vlvl LITERATURE an alternative translation for a piece of literature. Full form variant reading

(NOTE: From the Latin varia lectio.)
VLVL LANGUAGE Vulgar Latin
VLCCVLCC INDUSTRY very large crude carrier
VLDLVLDL BIOCHEMISTRY a lipoprotein that is associated with coronary and heart diseases as it

deposits cholesterol on the walls of arteries. Full form very low density lipoprotein
VLFVLF RADIO very low frequency
VLSIVLSI ELECTRONICS very large scale integration
VMVM COMPUTING virtual machine
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VMDVMD EDUCATION Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
vnvn ONLINE Vietnam (NOTE: The abbreviation vn is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
vovo PRINTING verso
VOVO 1. MILITARY Royal Victorian Order 2. an spoken order, sometimes delivered by

telephone, by a physician to administer treatment to a patient. Full form verbal order
3. BEVERAGES very old (NOTE: The abbreviation VO is used on brandy, whisky, or port
labels.) 4. TV, CINEMA voiceover

VOCVOC CHEMISTRY an organic compound such as ethylene, propylene, benzene, or styrene
that evaporates at a relatively low temperature and contributes to air pollution. Full form
volatile organic compound

voc.voc. GRAMMAR vocative
vocat.vocat. GRAMMAR vocative
VoIPVoIP /vɔp/ ONLINE a technology that enables voice messages to be sent via the Internet,

often simultaneously with data in text or other forms. Full form voice over Internet
protocol

vol.vol. 1. GEOGRAPHY volcano 2. volume 3. volunteer
vols.vols. volumes
VORVOR AEROSPACE very-high-frequency omnidirectional radio range
vou.vou. voucher
VPVP 1. GRAMMAR verb phrase 2. vice president
VPLVPL CLOTHING visible panty line
VQPRDVQPRD WINE 1. a European classification for French wines of high quality produced

under strict controls, such as AOC wines. Full form Vins de Qualité Produits dans des
Régions Déterminées 2. a European classification for Portuguese wines of high quality
produced under strict controls. Full form Vinho de Qualidade Produzido em Região
Determinada

vrvr GRAMMAR verb reflexive
VRVR 1. Victoria Regina 2. COMPUTING virtual reality 3. MILITARY Volunteer Reserve
VRCVRC COMPUTING an odd parity check on each character of a block received, to detect any

errors. Full form vertical redundancy check
VRIVRI Victoria Queen and Empress (NOTE: From the Latin Victoria Regina Imperatrix.)
VRMLVRML a computer-graphics programming language used to create images of three-

dimensional scenes. Full form Virtual Reality Modelling Language
vsvs versus
VSVS COMPUTING virtual storage
v.s.v.s. vide supra (NOTE: From the Latin, ‘see above’.)
VSDVSD MEDICINE ventricular septal defect
VSOVSO an organization that sends volunteers to work and teach in developing countries.

Full form Voluntary Service Overseas
vss.vss. 1. verses 2. versions
V/STOLV/STOL /	vi� stɒl/ AVIAT a system used by some aircraft that enables them to take off

and land vertically or using a short runway. Full form vertical/short takeoff and
landing

vtvt GRAMMAR verb transitive
VTVT 1. PHYSICS vacuum tube 2. a type of fuse more commonly known as a proximity fuse.

Full form variable time 3. MAIL Vermont (NOTE: The abbreviation VT is part of the US
sorting code on the last line of a Vermont address.)

VTOLVTOL /	vi�tɒl/ AVIAT a system used by some aircraft that enables them to take off and
land vertically. Full form vertical takeoff and landing
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VTRVTR HOUSEHOLD video tape recorder
vuvu ONLINE Vanuatu (NOTE: The abbreviation vu is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
VUVU ECOLOGY vulnerable (species)
Vul.Vul. BIBLE Vulgate
vulg.vulg. 1. vulgar 2. vulgarly
Vulg.Vulg. BIBLE Vulgate
vvvv vice versa
vv.vv. 1. MUSIC (first and second) violins 2. verses 3. volumes
VWVW Very Worshipful
VxDVxD COMPUTING a device driver used to control one part of the Windows operating

system or to link a peripheral device to the Windows operating system. Full form virtual
device driver
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ww 1. TIME week 2. CRICKET wicket(s) 3. CRICKET a ball bowled beyond the reach of the

batsman or batswoman, for which one run is awarded to the batting side. Full form
wide(s) 4. MEASUREMENTS width 5. wife 6. with

WW 1. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS tungsten 2. GEOGRAPHY Wales 3. Warden 4. MEASUREMENTS,
ELECTRICITY watt 5. ONLINE web (address) 6. Wednesday 7. PHYSICS weight 8. LANGUAGE

Welsh 9. west 10. western 11. CLOTHING women’s (NOTE: The abbreviation W is used of
clothing sizes.) 12. PHYSICS work

W3W3 ONLINE World Wide Web
W3CW3C ONLINE a consortium of organizations, programmers, developers, industry

executives, and users that seeks to guide the evolution of the World Wide Web and
ensure that all its technologies are compatible with one another

W8W8 ONLINE wait (used in e-mails and text messages)
W8INGW8ING ONLINE waiting (used in e-mails and text messages)
WAWA 1. MAIL Washington (State) (NOTE: The abbreviation WA is part of the US sorting code

on the last line of an address in the state of Washington.) 2. GEOGRAPHY Western
Australia 3. INSURANCE with average

WAAAFWAAAF /w�f/ AIR FORCE Women’s Auxiliary Australian Air Force
WAACWAAC /w�k/ ARMY an voluntary association of women working with the British Army

in World War 2, though with fewer rights and privileges and a lower status than men.
Full form Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps

WAAFWAAF /w�f/ AIR FORCE a branch of the Royal Air Force for women, established in 1939
to release men for active service in World War II. In 1949 it was renamed the Women’s
Royal Air Force. Full form Women’s Auxiliary Air Force. Former name for Women’s
Royal Air Force (NOTE: The acronym WAAF was used as a noun to denote a member
of the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force.)

WACAWACA /	w�kə/ CRICKET a cricket club and ground in Perth, Western Australia. Full form
West Australian Cricket Association

WAEFWAEF ONLINE when all else fails (used in e-mails and text messages)
Wal.Wal. LANGUAGE Walloon
WANWAN /w�n/ COMPUTING a network of computers and peripheral devices linked by cable

and satellite over a broad geographic area. Full form wide area network
wannawanna /	wɒnə/ want to
WAPWAP /w�p/ 1. COMPUTING wireless access point 2. ONLINE a standard protocol for the

transmission of electronic data between devices such as mobile phones and pagers and
other sources of digital information such as the Internet. Full form wireless application
protocol

war.war. warrant
War.War. GEOGRAPHY Warwickshire
Warks.Warks. GEOGRAPHY Warwickshire
wasn’twasn’t /	wɒz(ə)nt/ was not
WAVESWAVES /wevs/ NAVY the women’s branch of the US Naval Reserve that was organized

in World War II. It no longer exists as a separate entity. Full form Women Accepted for
Volunteer Emergency Service (NOTE: A member of the WAVES was known as a
Wave.)
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wbwb 1. FREIGHT waybill 2. westbound
WbWb MEASUREMENTS, PHYSICS weber
WBWB 1. describes a boat that has specially designed compartments to hold water to act

as ballast. Full form water ballast 2. FREIGHT waybill 3. ONLINE welcome back (used in
Internet chat rooms) 4. westbound

WBAWBA BOXING World Boxing Association
WBCWBC 1. MEDICINE white blood cell 2. BOXING World Boxing Council
WbNWbN west by north
WbSWbS west by south
WCWC 1. water closet (NOTE: Although ‘water closet’ is a rather old-fashioned name for a

toilet, the abbreviation WC is still in use on signs, in lists of facilities, and as a noun in
its own right.) 2. ONLINE who cares (used in e-mails and text messages)

w.c.w.c. COMMERCE without charge
WCCWCC CHRISTIANITY World Council of Churches
WCEDWCED ENVIRONMENT World Commission on Environment and Development
WCMCWCMC ECOLOGY World Conservation Monitoring Centre
wdwd 1. HEALTH SERVICES ward 2. COMMERCE warranted 3. wood 4. word
WDWD MILITARY War Department
w/dw/d COMMERCE warranted
WDAWDA 1. BUSINESS Welsh Development Agency 2. ACCOUNTING writing-down allowance
WDMWDM COMPUTING a method of increasing the data capacity of an optic fibre by

transmitting several light signals at different wavelengths along the same fibre. Full form
wavelength division multiplex(ing)

wdthwdth MEASUREMENTS width
WDVWDV ACCOUNTING written-down value
WDYTWDYT ONLINE what do you think (used in e-mails and text messages)
WEAWEA EDUCATION Workers’ Educational Association
we’dwe’d /wi�d/ 1. we had 2. we would
Wed.Wed. CALENDAR Wednesday
WEFWEF ECONOMICS World Economic Forum
we’llwe’ll /wi�l/ 1. we shall 2. we will
we’rewe’re /wə/ we are
weren’tweren’t /w#�nt/ were not
Westm.Westm. Westminster
WETWET TIME Western European Time
WEUWEU INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Western European Union
we’vewe’ve /wi�v/ we have
wfwf 1. ONLINE Wallis and Futuna Islands (NOTE: The abbreviation wf is seen at the end of

Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.) 2. PRINTING wrong font
wffwff LOGIC well-formed formula
WFTCWFTC FINANCE Working Families’ Tax Credit
WFTUWFTU HUMAN RESOURCES World Federation of Trade Unions
wgwg 1. water gauge 2. wire gauge
Wg CdrWg Cdr MILITARY Wing Commander
W Glam.W Glam. GEOGRAPHY West Glamorgan
WhWh MEASUREMENTS, ELECTRICITY watt-hour
wh.wh. white
WHAWHA ENVIRONMENT World Heritage Area
what’swhat’s /wɒts/ 1. what does 2. what has 3. what is
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whfwhf wharf
WHOWHO /�d�bəlju�etʃ 	əυ/ MEDICINE World Health Organization
who’dwho’d /hu�d/ 1. who had 2. who would
who’llwho’ll /hu�l/ 1. who shall 2. who will
who’swho’s /hu�z/ 1. who has 2. who is
whs.whs. COMMERCE warehouse
whslewhsle COMMERCE wholesale
WIWI 1. SOCIAL SCIENCES West Indian 2. GEOGRAPHY West Indies 3. MAIL Wisconsin (NOTE: The

abbreviation WI is part of the US sorting code on the last line of a Wisconsin address.)
4. Women’s Institute

Wilts.Wilts. GEOGRAPHY Wiltshire
WIMPWIMP /wmp/ 1. PHYSICS a hypothetical subatomic particle that has been proposed as a

possible form of dark matter. Full form weakly interacting massive particle 2.
COMPUTING a graphical user interface for computers that includes windows, icons, and
other features designed to make them more user-friendly. Full form windows, icons,
mouse, pull-down menu / windows, icons, menus, pointers

WIPWIP BUSINESS work in progress
WIPOWIPO /	wapəυ/ World Intellectual Property Organization
WISCWISC /wsk/ COMPUTING writable instruction set computer
Wisd.Wisd. BIBLE Wisdom of Solomon
wkwk 1. weak 2. week 3. work
wklywkly weekly
wktwkt CRICKET wicket
WLWL 1. NAUTICAL water line 2. PHYSICS wavelength
WLTMWLTM would like to meet

The abbreviation WLTM is one of several that are routinely used in personal ads and online
dating. Because of the original cost of newspaper advertising a shorthand has evolved which
includes terms such as ALA (‘all letters answered’), GSOH (‘good sense of humour’), LTR
(‘long-term relationship’), n/s (‘non-smoker’), and the somewhat terse NTW (‘no time-
wasters’).

Wm.Wm. William
WMDWMD ARMS weapons of mass destruction
wmk.wmk. watermark
WMLWML COMPUTING 1. WAP markup language 2. wireless markup language
WMOWMO METEOROLOGY World Meteorological Organization
WNFWNF MEDICINE West Nile fever
WNVWNV MICROBIOLOGY West Nile virus
WNWWNW west-northwest
WOWO 1. GOVERNMENT War Office 2. MILITARY warrant officer 3. S Africa WINE a guarantee of

the place of origin for South African wines. Full form Wine of Origin 4. MILITARY

wireless operator
w/ow/o without
WOBWOB ONLINE without a boyfriend (used in Internet chat rooms)
w.o.b.w.o.b. INSURANCE washed overboard
WOGWOG ONLINE without a girlfriend (used in Internet chat rooms)
WOMWOM ONLINE word of mouth (used in e-mails and text messages)
WOMBATWOMBAT /	wɒmb�t/ ONLINE waste of money, brains, and time (used in e-mails and text

messages)
won’twon’t /wəυnt/ will not

AlphaSoup.fm  Page 178  Monday, July 19, 2004  4:56 PM



179 WTO

WOOFWOOF MARKETING older people in or past middle age with a comfortable lifestyle and
significant disposable income (humorous) Full form well-off older folks

woopywoopy SOCIAL SCIENCES � see note at dinky
Worcs.Worcs. GEOGRAPHY Worcestershire
WORMWORM /w#�m/ COMPUTING a computer storage medium, usually optical, in which data

cannot be changed after it is stored but can be read. Full form write once read many
(times)

wouldn’twouldn’t /	wυd(ə)nt/ would not
would’vewould’ve /	wυd(ə)v/ would have
WOWWOW INDUST waiting on weather (NOTE: The abbreviation WOW is used in relation to

outdoor construction activities that rely on favourable weather conditions.)
WPWP 1. METEOROLOGY weather permitting 2. LAW without harming somebody’s legal rights.

Full form without prejudice 3. COMPUTING word processing 4. COMPUTING word
processor

WPAWPA Work Projects Administration
WPBWPB wastepaper basket
WPCWPC POLICE Woman Police Constable
WPGAWPGA GOLF Women’s Professional Golfers’ Association
WPIWPI COMMERCE wholesale price index
wpmwpm MEASUREMENTS words per minute (NOTE: The abbreviation wpm is most frequently

used with reference to typing speed.)
wpnwpn ARMS weapon
WRWR MEDICINE a blood test for syphilis. Full form Wassermann reaction
WRAACWRAAC /r�k/ ARMY Women’s Royal Australian Army Corps
WRAAFWRAAF /r�f/ AIR FORCE Women’s Royal Australian Air Force
WRACWRAC ARMY an association of women formed in 1949 to undertake non-combat roles

in the army, disbanded in 1992. Full form Women’s Royal Army Corps
WRAFWRAF AIR FORCE a branch of the Royal Air Force for women, established in 1939 to

release men for active service in World War II. Before 1949 it was called the Women’s
Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF). Full form Women’s Royal Air Force

WRANSWRANS /r�nz/ NAVY Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service
WRNSWRNS NAVY Women’s Royal Naval Service (NOTE: The WRNS no longer exists as a

separate entity. Its members were called ‘Wrens’, from the informal pronunciation of the
abbreviation.)

wrntwrnt LAW warrant
WRPWRP POLITICS Worker’s Revolutionary Party
WRTWRT ONLINE, POLITICS (used in e-mails and text messages) 1. with regard to 2. with respect

to
WRULDWRULD MEDICINE work-related upper limb disorder
WRVSWRVS SOCIAL WELFARE Women’s Royal Voluntary Service
wsws ONLINE Samoa (NOTE: The abbreviation ws comes from the country’s original name,

Western Samoa. It is seen at the end of Internet addresses, preceded by a dot.)
WSWWSW west-southwest
wtwt MEASUREMENTS weight
WTAWTA TENNIS 1. Women’s Tennis Association 2. World Tennis Association
WTCWTC COMMERCE World Trade Center
WTGWTG ONLINE an informal expression of congratulations (used in e-mails and text

messages) Full form way to go
WTHWTH ONLINE what the heck (used in e-mails and text messages)
WTOWTO COMMERCE World Trade Organization
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WVWV MAIL West Virginia (NOTE: The abbreviation WV is part of the US sorting code on the
last line of a West Virginia address.)

WWFWWF 1. ECOLOGY World Wildlife Fund 2. WRESTLING World Wrestling Federation
The World Wildlife Fund changed its name to the World Wide Fund for Nature in 1986;
however, the abbreviation WWF was so well-known that it did not fall out of use. In 2000 it
became the official name for the organization.

WWIWWI HISTORY World War One
WWIIWWII HISTORY World War Two
wwwwww ONLINE World Wide Web
WWWWWW ONLINE World Wide Web
WYWY MAIL Wyoming (NOTE: The abbreviation WY is part of the US sorting code on the last

line of a Wyoming address.)
WYSIAYGWYSIAYG /	wzi�e�/ COMPUTING what you see is all you get (NOTE: The abbreviation

WYSIAYG is used to describe a WYSIWIG word processing program that is not complex
enough for an advanced user’s needs.)

WYSIWYGWYSIWYG /	wzi�w�/ COMPUTING what you see is what you get (NOTE: The abbreviation
WYSIWYG is used to indicate that what appears on the screen (especially in word
processing) will appear in the same form on the printout.)
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xx 1. MATHEMATICS an algebraic variable 2. MEASUREMENTS by (NOTE: The symbol x is used in

giving two or more dimensions.) 3. BRIDGE a card that is not an honour, i.e. a picture card
or a ten 4. MATHEMATICS a coordinate along the x-axis (conventionally the horizontal one)
5. COMMERCE ex 6. extension 7. MATHEMATICS multiplied by

XX 1. exchange 2. extension 3. PHYSICS, ELECTRONICS reactance
xaxa BUSINESS describes shares in a company that are sold without any of the accompanying

rights, e.g. current dividends. Full form ex-all
XAXA COMPUTING Extended Architecture
xcxc BUSINESS ex-capitalization
XDXD STOCK EXCHANGE without the right to the current dividend on purchase. Full form ex

dividend
xdivxdiv STOCK EXCHANGE without the right to the current dividend on purchase. Full form ex

dividend
XeXe CHEMICAL ELEMENTS xenon
XGAXGA COMPUTING extended graphics array
XLXL CLOTHING extra large (NOTE: The abbreviation XL is used as a size of clothing.)
XMLXML ONLINE a programming language designed for web documents that allows for the

creation of customized tags for individual information fields. Full form Extensible
Markup Language

XMODEMXMODEM /�eks �məυdem/ COMPUTING a file transfer protocol for asynchronous
communications in which data is sent in 128-byte blocks

XnXn CHRISTIANITY Christian
The letter ‘X’ is used in place of ‘Christ’ in various other contexts, notably the word Xmas. It
is a transliteration of the Greek letter ‘chi’, the first letter of the Greek name for Christ.

XntyXnty CHRISTIANITY Christianity
XPXP COMPUTING 1. Athlon XP 2. Windows XP
xrxr BUSINESS ex-rights
XSXS CLOTHING extra small (NOTE: The abbreviation XS is used as a size of clothing.)
XtXt Christ
XTXT COMPUTING a version of the original IBM PC, developed by IBM, that used an 8088

processor and included a hard disk
XtianXtian Christian
xtnxtn extension
XtyXty Christianity
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yy 1. MATHEMATICS an algebraic variable 2. MATHEMATICS a coordinate along the y-axis

(conventionally the vertical one) 3. TIME year 4. MEASUREMENTS yocto-
YY 1. ELECTRICITY admittance 2. MATHEMATICS an unknown factor 3. MONEY yen 4.

MEASUREMENTS yotta- 5. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS yttrium 6. MONEY yuan
Y2KY2K TIME year 2000

The abbreviation Y2K was used in the closing years of the 20th century, especially with
reference to the millennium bug, an anticipated problem for computer software that coded
dates using only the last two digits of the year.

YAYA ONLINE yet another (used in e-mails and text messages)
YACYAC /j�k/ BIOTECHNOLOGY a sequence of DNA taken from another organism and inserted

in a yeast to reveal its function. Full form yeast artificial chromosome
YAGYAG /j��/ a synthetic mineral used in infrared lasers and as a gemstone. Full form

yttrium, aluminium, garnet
yappyyappy /	j�pi/ SOCIAL SCIENCES � see note at dinky
YbYb CHEMICAL ELEMENTS ytterbium
YBSYBS ONLINE you’ll be sorry (used in e-mails and text messages)
YCYC POLITICS Young Conservative
Y/CY/C COMPUTING two parts of a video signal representing the luminance (Y) and the

chrominance (C) of the image
ydyd MEASUREMENTS yard
YDTYDT TIME Yukon Daylight Time
yeye ONLINE Yemen (NOTE: The abbreviation ye is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
YERYER BANKING yearly effective rate
YHAYHA Youth Hostels Association
YHWHYHWH /	jɑ�we/ JUDAISM the usual transliteration of the Tetragrammaton, the four

letters representing the Hebrew name of God in the Bible, sometimes expanded to
Yahweh

YIUYIU ONLINE yes, I understand (used in e-mails and text messages)
YKYK FINANCE yugen kaisha
YMYM ONLINE you mean (used in e-mails and text messages)
YMCAYMCA CHRISTIANITY Young Men’s Christian Association

The abbreviation YMCA is used as a noun, especially denoting a centre where social, sports,
or educational facilities (and sometimes accommodation) are provided for members of the
association and others.

YMHAYMHA JUDAISM Young Men’s Hebrew Association
YMODEMYMODEM /	wa �məυdem/ COMPUTING a variation of the XMODEM file transfer protocol

that uses 1024-byte blocks and can send multiple files
YNKYNK ONLINE you never know (used in e-mails and text messages)
YOBYOB year of birth
Yorks.Yorks. GEOGRAPHY Yorkshire
you’dyou’d /ju�d/ 1. you had 2. you would
you’llyou’ll /ju�l/ 1. you shall 2. you will
you’reyou’re /jɔ�/ you are
you’veyou’ve /jɔ�/ you have

AlphaSoup.fm  Page 182  Monday, July 19, 2004  4:56 PM



183 YWHA

YOYOYOYO ONLINE you’re on your own (used in e-mails and text messages)
yryr 1. year 2. younger 3. your
YrsYrs Yours (NOTE: The abbreviation Yrs is used at the end of a letter.)
YSTYST TIME Yukon Standard Time
ytyt ONLINE Mayotte (NOTE: The abbreviation yt is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
YTYT 1. ONLINE yours truly (used in e-mails and text messages) 2. GEOGRAPHY Yukon Territory
YTDYTD ACCOUNTING year to date
YTSYTS HUMAN RESOURCES Youth Training Scheme
yuyu ONLINE Yugoslavia (NOTE: The abbreviation yu is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
Yug.Yug. GEOGRAPHY Yugoslavia
Yugo.Yugo. GEOGRAPHY Yugoslavia
yuppieyuppie /	j�pi/ SOCIAL SCIENCES a young educated city-dwelling professional, especially

when regarded as materialistic. Full form young urban (or upwardly mobile)
professional

Yuppie is the most enduring of a number of acronyms coined in the late 20th century to
denote various socioeconomic groups. It has given rise to various derivatives, notably the verb
yuppify and the noun yuppification, referring to an influx of such people into an area or to
modifications made in accordance with their tastes, needs, and values.

YWCAYWCA CHRISTIANITY Young Women’s Christian Association
The abbreviation YWCA is used as a noun, especially denoting a centre where social, sports,
or educational facilities (and sometimes accommodation) are provided for members of the
association and others.

YWHAYWHA Young Women’s Hebrew Association
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zz 1. MATHEMATICS a Cartesian coordinate along the z-axis 2. MATHEMATICS an algebraic

variable 3. CHEMISTRY atomic number 4. MONEY zaïre 5. MEASUREMENTS zepto- 6.
MEASUREMENTS zetta- 7. GEOGRAPHY zone

ZZ 1. CHEMISTRY atomic number 2. PHYSICS impedance 3. MEASUREMENTS zetta- 4. GEOGRAPHY

zone
zaza ONLINE South Africa (NOTE: The abbreviation za is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
ZANUZANU /	zɑ�nu�/ POLITICS a nationalist political party that helped bring about majority rule

in Zimbabwe. It merged with the opposition party ZAPU in 1988 to form ZANU-PF. Full
form Zimbabwe African National Union

ZAPUZAPU /	z�pu�/ POLITICS a nationalist political party that helped bring about majority rule
in Zimbabwe. It merged with ZANU in 1988 to form ZANU-PF. Full form Zimbabwe
African People’s Union

ZBBZBB FINANCE zero-based budgeting
ZDPSZDPS BUSINESS zero dividend preference shares
ZEVZEV ECOLOGY zero emission vehicle
ZIFZIF COMPUTING zero insertion force (socket)
ZinZin WINE Zinfandel
ZlZl MONEY zloty
zmzm ONLINE Zambia (NOTE: The abbreviation zm is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
ZMODEMZMODEM /	zed �məυdem/ COMPUTING an enhanced version of the XMODEM file

transfer protocol that includes error detection and the ability to restart a transfer where
it left off if the connection is cut

ZnZn CHEMICAL ELEMENTS zinc
zod.zod. ASTROLOGY zodiac
zool.zool. 1. zoological 2. zoology
ZPGZPG SOCIAL SCIENCES zero population growth
zrzr ONLINE Zaire (NOTE: The abbreviation zr is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
ZrZr CHEMICAL ELEMENTS zirconium
zwzw ONLINE Zimbabwe (NOTE: The abbreviation zw is seen at the end of Internet addresses,

preceded by a dot.)
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