


BENJAMIN 

FRANKLIN 



Advertifement. 
'fhis famous SPEECH moft certahtly does hit 
'!'he happy Point where Wifdom joins witb·Wit. 

AT the firft Appearance of this humorous and 
inftructive ProduCl:ion" feveral Gentlemen of 

approved i'ajle were ftruck ·with the n~fign and 
Beauty of it, and therefore defired to know the 
Parent;s Name.---Fath.er Abraham's Speech is the , 
comely Off-Jpring of that Frank lyn-cean GENius 
who is the Author of a Pamphlet intitled CJ'he 
Interejl of Great Britain conjidered; and of the 
following ~otations from the Additions to faid 
Pamphlet, viz. 

" The LegHlator that makes efFectual Laws for promoting 
of Trade, increating Employment, improving Land by more or 
better Tillage, providing more Food by Fi1heries, fecuring Pro
perty, &c. and the !\.ian that invents new Trades, Arts, or 
Manufactures, or new Improv~ments in Hufbandry, may be 
properly called FATHERS of their Nation, as they are the 
Caufe of the Generation of Multitud:es, by the Encourage
ment they afford to· l\.1arriage." 

" The greater the co.tnmon failiionable Expence of any Rank 
of People, the more cautious they are of !\.1~riage: Therefore 
Luxury 1ho~ld never be fu1fered to becoiJ1.e common.'' 

" The great Increafe of Oftspring in particular Fami1ies, is 
not always owing to greater FecundityofN_atnrc, but fometimes 
to Examples of Induftry in the ·Heads, and induftrious Educa
tion ; by whi~h the Children are enabled to provide better for 
themfelves; and their marrying early is encouraged from the 
Profpetl: of good Subtiflence." 

u If there be a Sea therefore, in our Nation, that regard 
Frugality and Induftry as religious Duties, and educate their 
Children therein, more than others common! y do ; fuch Setl. 
nu1ft canfequently increafe more by natural Generation, than 
any other Sea in Britai11.u 
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FATHER 

Abraham's 
SPEECH 
'"f o a r;reat N un1ber of People, 

at a \T endu-e of Merchant~ 
Goods; 
Introduced to THE P U B L I C K 

ByT P·o oR R I C H .A R D, 
(A f.·unous PENNSYLVANIAN Conjurer and 

Almanack-l\1a;~er) 

In Anf\\rer to. the following ~efiions. 

Pray, Father Abraham, \vhat 
think you of the Titnes ? Won't 
thefe heavy Taxes quite ruin the 
Country ? How f11all we be ever 
able to pay them ? What would 
you advife us to ? 

Prin,ted and $old by Benjamin Mecom, at tbe New 
P.-inting- Offi~e, nrar the Town-Houfe, in BOSTON. 



Father AbrahaJn.'s Speech, In
troduced by Poor Richard, viz. 

CouRTEOus READER, 

I. Have . heard that Nothing gives an Author fo 
great Pleafure, as: to. find his Works refpetl:
fully. quot~d by other .learned Authors. This 
Pleafure .I have fddotn enjoye<:}.; for though I 

have been, if I may {ay it without 'Tanity, an 
£minent Author of Ahn~nacks annpally no\v a full 
OEarter of a Century, my Brother-Authors in the 
fame Way., for what Reafon I know not, have ever 
been very fparing in their. Applnufes; and no other 
Author has taken the leaft Notice of me, fo that did 
not my Writings produce me fome folid Pudding, 
the great Deficiency of Praift would have quite 
difcouragtd me. 

I concluded at length, that the People were the 
heft Judges of my Merit ; for they .buy my Works ; 
and befides, in my Rambles, where I am not per
fonallyknown, I have frequently heard one or other 
of my Adages repeated, with as Po.or Richard fays, 
at the End on't. This gave .me fome Satisfaccioo, 
as it fhewed not only that my lnftr.utl:ions were re
garded, but difcovered likewife fome Refpe6l: for 
my Authority ; and I own that, to encourage the 
Practice of remen1bcri'ng and repeating thofe wife 
Sentences, I have fometimes quoted myfe!ft with 
great Gravity. 
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COURTEOUS READER, 

I 
Have heard that Nothing gives an author so great 

Pleasure, as to find his Works respectfully quoted by 

other learned Authors. This Pleasure I have seldom 

enjoyed; for though I have been, if I may say it without 

Vanity, an eminent Author of Almanacks annually now a full 

Quarter of a Century, my Brother-Authors in the same 

Way, for what Reason I know not, have ever been very spar

ing in their Applauses; and no other Author has taken the 

least Notice of me, so that did not my Writings produce me 

some solid Pudding, the great Deficiency of Praise would 

have quite discouraged me. 

I concluded at length, that the People were the best 

Judges of my Merit; for they buy my Works; and besides, in 

my Rambles, where I am not personally known, I have fre

quently heard one or other of my Adages repeated, with as 

Poor Richard says, at the End of it. This gave me some 

Satisfaction, as it showed not only that my Instructions 

were regarded, but discovered likewise some Respect for my 

Authority; and I own that, to encourage the practice of 

remembering and repeating those wise Sentences, I have 

sometimes quoted myself, with great Gravity. 
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Father Abrahatn"s Speech. 

Judge then how n1uch I muft have been grati
fied by an Incident I am going to relate to you. I 
ftopt my Horfe lately where a great N·un1ber of 
People were colleCted at a V enciue of Mcrchan~ 
Goods. The Hour of Sale not being co'lne, they 
were converfing on the Badnefs of the 1'irnes, and 
one of the· Company call'd to a plain clean old 
Man, with white Locks, Pra)', Fatl·er Abrahaw., 
what think you of the· <rimes·? ll7vn't th.efe hea'Z:y 
"'l'a:r:es quite 1'uin the Country ? How jball7.oe be ev~:;r 
able to pay them? W!J.r,t WfJu!d you' advife us· to?--
Father 4braham ftood ·up,and relply'd, If yo'u\l 
have n1y Advice, I'll giye it you in {hort, for ,.!/. 
Word to the Wife is enougb, ·and Many H7ords 1.0011' t 
fill 'a Bujbel, as Poor Ri(jhard fays. They joined 
in defiring him to fp_eak his Mind, -and g,athcring 
round him, ·he. proceeded as-follows. 

" Friends and Neighbours, 
THE Taxes are indeed very heavy, and if thofe 

laid on by the Govern1ent were the only OneB 
we had ~o pay, we might more eafily difcharge 
them ; but we· have many others, and much more 
grievous to fome of us. We are taxed twice as 
much by our 1dlenefs, three-times as much by our 
Pride,. and four ·t~mes · as much by our Folly, and 
from thefe Taxes the Con1miffioners cannot eafe or 
deliver us by allowing an Abatement. I-Iowever, 
let us hearken to good Advice, and fon1ething may 
be done for us. G'od helps them that b.eip themfeh,;e,r:, 
as Poor Richard fays, in hisPJmanack of 1 733· 
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Judge then how much I must have been gratified by an 

Incident I am going to relate to you. I stopped my Horse 

lately where a great Number of People were collected at a 

Vendue of Merchant Goods. The Hour of Sale not being 

come, they were conversing on the Badness of the Times, 

and one of the Company called to a plain clean old Man, 

with white Locks, Pray, Father Abraham, what think you of 
the Times? Wont these heavy Taxes quite ruin the Country? 
How shall we be ever able to pay them? What would you advise 
us to do? Father Abraham stood up and replied, If you'd have 

my Advice, I'll give it you in short, for A Word to the Wise is 
enough, and Many Words won't fill a Bushel, as Poor Richard 
says. They joined in desiring him to speak his Mind, and 

gathering round him, he proceeded as follows. 

"Friends and Neighbors, 

THE Taxes are indeed very heavy, and if those laid on 

by the Government were the only Ones we had to pay, 

we might more easily discharge them; but we have many 

others, and much more grievous to some of us. We are 

taxed twice as much by our Idleness, three times as much 

by our Pride, and four times as much by our Folly, and 

from these Taxes the Commissioners cannot ease or deliv

er us by allowing an Abatement. However let us hearken 

to good Advice, and something may be done for us. God 
helps them that help themselves, as Poor Richard says, in his 

Almanack of 1733. 
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Father A!Jraham's Speech. 

It would be thought a hard Goverment that fhould 
tax. its People one ~enth Part ·oftheir -~ime, to be 
employed ·in its Service. · ~ut..fdlen.ifs taxes many 
of ·tls much mor¢, if :we reckon all that is fpent in 
abfolute S/otb,:·ordoingofNothing, with that which 
is fpent1 in idle 'Ell"'1Jloyments or.Amufements, that 
amot1nt to ~othing. ·Sloth, by -bringing on ~Dif· 
eaf.:s, abfolutely · fhortens ·Life. · Sl1th, like· Ruft~· 
c~nfut~us .. fajler · tban ·Labour -~ears_, 'While ·the ufed 
Key i.s always bright, ·as ·Pofir Richard fays. But 
Dofl thcu·lr:~c>e Life·l, the11. ·.do 41.ot·fqua.nder f:J'ime, for 
that.'s the· Stuff Life· i's made.of, as Pflor Richard fays:· 
I-Iow much TI1ore than is nece:ffary do we fFend in 
Sleep ! forgetting that The.fleepil-zg Fox catches, iio 
Po.ulhJ', and ·that 'I'he~·e .1,vill be..fleeping enough in the 
Crave., as Poor Rhhard'fays. If Time be- .of aU 
Things the moil: rrecious, wafting -~ime muft 
b~, as Poor Richard 1ays, f:J'he greatijl Prodigalit)", 
fine~, as he· elfewere 'tells us,. Loft ·'l'ime. is. n~Jer 
found again·; and what we eall g:'ime enough; ·altf!ays 
pro~!es little· enough. Let'US then·up and be doing_, 
and doing-to the ·Purpofe; fo by-Diligen~e-.:lhall we 
do more with lefs Perplexity. Slotb makes all <{bing.s 
difficult, but Induftry· all tfify, as P-_o(}r Richard fays i; 
and He that rifeth late, muft trot !zll·Day, andjhal! 
fcarce overtake his Bujinefs at Night ; whiJe Lazinefs 
travels fo jlowly, that Poverty foon overJake.r ..h#m, 
as we· reaq in Pbor Richard ; who adds Drive thy 
Bufinefs,, let 11ot that drive :thee·~ ·and Early to Bed, 
and early to rife, makes ·a lvfan healthy, wealt~y and 
wife. 
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It would be thought a hard Government that should tax 

its People one tenth Part of their Time, to be employed in 

its Service. But Idleness taxes many of us much more, if we 

reckon all that is spent in absolute Sloth, or doing of 

Nothing, with that which is spent in idle Employments or 

Amusements, that amount to nothing. Sloth, by bringing 

on Diseases, absolutely shortens Life. Sloth, like Rust, con

sumes Jaster than Labor wears, while the used Key is always 

bright, as Poor Richard says. But Dost thou love Life? then do 

not squander Time, for that's the Stuff Life is made of, as Poor 

Richard says: How much more than is necessary do we 

spend in Sleep! forgetting that The sleeping Fox catches no 

Poultry, and that There will be sleeping enough in the Grave, 

as Poor Richard says. If Time be of all Things the most pre

cious, wasting Time must be, as Poor Richard says, The great

est Prodigality, since, as he elsewhere tells us, Lost Time is 

never found again, and what we call Time enough, always 

proves little enough. Let us then up and be doing, and doing 

to the Purpose; so by Diligence shall we do more with less 

Perplexity. Sloth makes all Things difficult, but Industry all 

easy, as Poor Richard says; and He that riseth late, must trot 

all Day, and shall scarce overtake his Business at Night; while 

Laziness travels so slowly, that Poverty soon overtakes him, as 

we read in Poor Richard; who adds, Drive thy Business, let 

not that drive thee; and Early to Bed, and early to rise, makes 

a Man healthy, wealthy and wise. 
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Father Abraham's Speech. 

So what fignifies w~lhing and hoping ·for . better 
Times. We n1ay make thefe Times better if we 
beftir ourfelves. Induftry need 1zot wijh, as Poor 
Richard.fays, and He that lives upon Hope-will die 
fafling. 'I'here are no Gains without Pains; ·then 
Help Hands, for I have no Lands, or if I have, they 
are fmartly taxed. P~nd, as Poor Richard likewife 
obfer"-es, fie that hath a Trade hath an Eftate, ancl 
fie that hath a Calling hath an Office of Profit and 
llonour; but then the '1rade muft be worked at, 
and the Calling well followed, or ne.ither the Eftate, 
nor the Office, will enable us to.pay our Taxes. If 
we are induftrious we fhall never ftarve ; for, as Poor 
Richard fays, At the working Man's Houfe Hunger 
looks in, hut dares no.t enter. Nor will the Bailiff or 
the Conftable enter, for lndujlry pays Deb'ts, white 
Dejjlair encreafeth them, fay~ Poor R.icbard. VVhat 
though you have found. no Treafure, nor has any 
rkh Relation .left you a Legacy,, Diligence is the 
Mother of Good-luck, as Poor Richard fays, and God. 
gives all.'Ihings to Induflry : Then Plough deep, while 
Sluggards_jleep., . 'tl1td you. foall have Corn to fell and to 
keep, fay~ P(}or Dick. . Work while it is called To· 
day, for you . know not . how much you m,ay be 
·hindered T'o-morrow, which makes Poor. Richard 
fay One ':to-day· is worth two tf'o-morrows; and far
ther, Ha•r.1e you fomewhat to· do· q'o-morrow ? do it 
<J'o~day. If you were a Servant, would you ·not be 
afhamed that a good Mafter fhould catch you idle ? 
Are you then your own l\1after ? Be ajhamed .to catch 
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So what signifies wishing and hoping for better Times. We 

may make these Times better if we bestir ourselves. Industry 
need not wish, as Poor Richard says, and He that lives upon 
Hope will die fasting. There are no Gains, without Pains; then 

Help Hands for l have no Lands, or if I have, they are smartly 

taxed. And, as Poor Richard likewise observes, He that hath a 
Trade hath an Estate, and he that hath a Calling hath an Office 
of Profit and Honor; but then the Trade must be worked at, 

and the Calling well followed, or neither the Estate, nor the 

Office, will enable us to pay our Taxes. If we are industrious 

we shall never starve; for, as Poor Richard says, At the working 
Man's House Hunger looks in, but dares not enter. Nor will the 

Bailiff or the Constable enter, for Industry pays Debts, while 
Despair increaseth them, says Poor Richard. What though you 

have found no Treasure, nor has any rich Relation left you a 

Legacy, Diligence is the Mother of Good-luck, as Poor Richard 

says, and God gives all Things to Industry: Then Plough deep, 
while Sluggards sleep, and you shall have Corn to sell and to 
keep, says Poor Dick. Work while it is called Today, for you 

know not how much you may be hindered Tomorrow, which 

makes Poor Richard say, One Today is worth two Tomorrows; 
and farther, Have you somewhat to do Tomorrow? do it Today. 
If you were a Servant, would you not be ashamed that a good 

Master should catch you idle? Are you then your own Master? 

Be ashamed to catch 
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Father Abraham's~.- Speech •. 

yourfelf idle .. as Po()r: Dick fays.. \\t-hen there -is fo 
much to.be done for your.Self, your Family, your 
Country~ and: your gracious King, be up by Peep 
of Day:· L.et- not the Stm·lo~k: do1.vn. a11d fay, IN ... 
GLORious HERE HE LIES• Handle your Tool$. 
without Mittens;. remember. that r:Ihe Cat in·Glovcs 
catches no Mice, as Poor lUcharfJ fays. 'Ti~ _true~ 
there. is tnqch to be done, and perhaps you are weak
handed, but frick to it fl:eaqily,- and you will fee·. 
great . Effects, for. Conjlcmt Dropping 't.eJears a'fl}ay 
Sto1!es,-and By Diligence and Patience the Mr;ufe 
ate in two the Cable.; and Little'.Strokes fell gretit" 
Oaks., as Poor .Richard fays in his Almanack, the 
Year I ca~not .i~1ft now remember. 

Methinks. f hear fome of you fq.y, Jl!Iu.ft a Man 
afford. himfelf no Leifure ·? I \viH tell thece, my 
Friends, what Poor l~chard. ia.ys.. Employ thy '.time 
well if thou· mcaneft~ to gain L.cifur:e ;.· and, Since thou 
art not Jure of a· Minute, .throw not. away an Hour. 
Leifure is Time fqr doiog fomething: ufeful ; this 
Leifure the diligent Man w"ill. obtain;~- but the lazy 
Man never ; fo that, as Poor, Richard· fays, ·A Life 
of Leifure and a Life of Lazinefs are two 'I'hing.,. 
Do you imagine that Sloth will afford you: more 
Comfort than Labour? No; for, as Poor Richard 
fays, ':trouble JPrt"ng s. from Idlenefi, · andgrievous 'loil 
from needlefs Eafe. Many without Labour would live 
by their WITS only, but they break for 1V&'HI ofStock •. 
Whereas Induftry gives Comfort, and Plerity, ancl 
Reipect. Fly Pleafures -and they'll: ·follow you.---
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yourself idle, as Poor Dick says. When there is so much to be 

done for Yourself, your Family, your Country, and your gra

cious King, be up by Peep of Day: Let not the Sun look down 
and say, INGLORIOUS HERE HE LIES. Handle your Tools with

out Mittens; remember that The Cat in Gloves catches no 

Mice, as Poor Richard says. 'Tis true, there is much to be 

done, and perhaps you are weakhanded, but stick to it 

steadily, and you will see great Effects, for Constant 

Dropping wears away Stones, and By Diligence and Patience 

the Mouse ate in two the Cable; and Little Strokes fell great 
Oaks, as Poor Richard says in his Almanack, the Year I can

not just now remember. 

Methinks I hear some of you say, Must a Man afford 
himself no Leisure? I will tell thee, my Friends, what Poor 

Richard says. Employ thy Time well if thou meanest to gain 

Leisure; and, Since thou art not sure of a Minute, throw not 

away an hour. Leisure is Time for doing something useful; 

this Leisure the diligent Man will obtain, but the lazy Man 

never; so that, as Poor Richard says, A Life of Leisure and a 

Life of Laziness are two Things. Do you imagine that Sloth 

will afford you more Comfort than Labor? No; for, as Poor 

Richard says, Trouble Springs from Idleness, and grievous Toil 

from needless Ease. Many without Labor would live by their 
WITS only, but they break for want of Stock. Whereas Industry 

gives Comfort, and Plenty, and Respect. Fly Pleasures, and 
they'll follow you.-
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Father Abraham's Speech. 

f/he diligent Spinner has a large Shift; and Now 1 
k.ave. a Sheep. and a Co·u;, ever} Body /Jids m.e ·c()od~ 
Jyforrow; all.which is well faid by Po~;r Richard. 

Bqt wit~_our Indu{l:r.y, we -n1uft-likewife beft._eady 
fettled~at).d .careful, and- overfee our· own .A'ffairs:with 
·Q.ur o'wn Eye_s, and not truft too much to others ; for; 
as :Poor Ri.chard fays. 

I never Jaw an oft remo.!l)ed :r.ree, 
Nor ·yet an,- oft r.emoved Family, 
?'hat thr:q_v_e fa well. as thoft thqt ·fettled be • 

.And. again, 'l'hree• Rfmpves ii as bfld as. a. ·Fire ; 
and ag;tin Keep· tly Shop, a;zd thy ·. Shop will keep 
.t,hee ; . ·and· a,gain,. If )'OU ~y;uld have )'OUr Bujinefs 
d.one,_go; if-noh ftnc/ . . · ~nd aga_in,. 

Hlr .. that ··by: tlpe .. ff:ough· wo.uld thrive, 
Himftlf mtift · tiihtr ~ld; or drive .. . 

.1\:ad tlgain; CJ'/;{e £ye. of a~ .Mafter wi(l do mar, 
Work. Jh(ln b()th .J;J.is Hrtnds ; an9 agah:t, Want of 
Care doe1 us m,ore l).am~e than want uf Knowledge ; 
and again, !Yo.t tQ _ o:v~ft~ . Worlqnen i.t t~ leave 
t.bem your Purft. open.. Tr~O:ing too .much-. to 9-thers 
Care· is the Rui.n of ma.ny :; fpr as ~he A!man(lck. fays, 
In tbe Affa:irs ~flbi.rWorld<J Men_ ar_e foved, ·n~t II] 
Fait!;, but by t~ W(lnt of it ; but a Man's . own 
Care·is profitable ;: for, faith Poor Dick~ Learning 
is ;o the Studious, and. Riches to. tpe Careful, as 
weH ·as Power to- the. Bold, and Heaven to the Vir
tuou£. And farther, If you would hav1 a faithful 
~trvant, and one that you like,--· -forve your Self. 
And again, he advifeth to Circomfpection and 
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The diligent Spinner has a large Shift, and Now I have a Sheep 
and a Cow, Everybody bids me Good Morrow; all which is 

well said by Poor Richard. 

But with our Industry, we must likewise be Steady Settled 

and carefUl, and oversee our own Affairs with our own Eyes, and 

not trust too much to others; for, as Poor Richard says, 

I never Saw an oft removed Tree, 

Nor yet an oft removed Family, 
That throve so well as those that Settled be. 

And again, Three removes is as bad as a Fire; and again, 

Keep the ~'· 1p, and thy Shop will keep thee; and again, If you 
would have ):JUr Business done; go; if not, send. And again, 

He that by the Plough would thrive, 

Himself must either hold or drive. 

And again, The Eye of a Master will do more Work than 

both his Hands; and again, 'Want of Care does us more 

Damage than want of Knowledge; and again, Not to oversee 

Workmen is to leave them your Purse open. Trusting too much 

to others Care is the Ruin of many; for, as the Almanack 

says, In the Affairs of this World Men are Saved, not by Faith, 
but by the 'Want of it; but a Man's own Care is profitable; for, 

faith Poor Dick, Learning is to the Studious, and Riches to the 
Carefol, as well as Power to the Bold, and Heaven to the 

Virtuous. And farther, If you would have a faithful Servant, 
and one that you like,-serve yourself. And again, he 

adviseth to Circumspection and 

13 



Father Abraham's Speech. 

Care, even in the fmalleft Matters, becaufe fQ.tne
times A little Neglect may breed great .l'vlifchief ; 
adding, }or 'Want of a 1Vail the Shoe was loft ; for 
want of a Shoe the llorje was loft; and for want of 
a Horfe the Rider was loft, being over:m.ken and 
£lain by the Enetny, all for want of Care about a 
Horfe-Ihoe Nail. 

So much for In"duftry, my Friends, and At
tention to one's own Bufinefs ; but to thefe we mtift 
a9d Fr.ugalit)'~ if we would 1nake our Induftry more 
c.ertaiplyfuccefsful. A Man may, if he knows not 
how to Jave as he gets, keep his Nofe all his Life_ to 
the Gri1zdjJone, and die not worth a Groat at laft • 
. dfat L.Kitchert_make~. a. lean Jll'ill, as Poor. Richard 
f~ys; and~. 

Many EjJ(ltes are Jpent Jn.. .t-he GeJiiPig, 
S{nce Womcn.for <rea. forfook Spinning and K.ni·tting; 
!dn4, Men for. Punt:h_ for.fook Hewing ani! Split.ting. 

If you. would b~ wealt by, fiys he in anQther AI~ 
manac~, thin~ of Saving, as well as of Getting : 
'!'be· Indies. have not made.· Spai~ rich 'becaufe · ber 
Outgoes are greater than her In~omes. Away 
then with your expenfive Follies, and you will. not 
have fo muc~ Caufe to complain pf hard Times, 
heavy Taxes, and charge~ble Famlies ; for, as Poor 
.Dick fays, 

Jf7otnen and Wine, Game and Deceit, 
M{Zke. the Wealth finall, and the Wants great. 

And farth~r, Wha.t maintains o;ze J7ice, W()uld ·bring 
up two Children. You may think, perhaps, that a 
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Care, even in the smallest Matters, because sometimes A lit
tle Neglect may breed great Mischiefi adding, For want of a 
Nail the Shoe was lost; for want of a Shoe the Horse was lost; 
and for want of a Horse the Rider was lost, being overtaken 

and slain by the Enemy, all for want of Care about a Horse

shoe Nail. 

So much for Industry, my Friends, and Attention to 

one's own Business; but to these we must,addFrugality, if we 

would make our Industry more certainly successful. A Man 

may, if he knows not how to save as he gets, keep his Nose all 
his Life to the Grindstone, and die not worth a Groat at last. 

A fat Kitchen makes a lean Will, as Poor Richard says; and, 

Many Estates are Spent in the Getting, 
Since Women for Tea forsook Spinning and Knitting, And Men 
for Punch forsook Hewing and Splitting. 

If you would be wealthy, says he, in another Almanack, 

think of Saving as well as of Getting: The Indies have not 
made Spain rich because her Outgoes are greater than her 
Incomes. Away then with your expensive Follies, and you 

will not have so much Cause to complain of hard Times, 

heavy Taxes, and chargeable Families; for, as Poor Dick says, 

Women and Wine, Game and Deceit, 
Make the Wealth small, and the Wtznts great. And 

farther, What maintains one Vice, would bring up two 
Children. You may think, perhaps, that a 
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Father Abrahatn's Spe~ch. 

little Tea, or· a· little Punch now and then, Diet ·a 
little more coftly ,~ C-lothes a little finer, and a little. 
Entertainment, now.ind then, can be nogreat Mat
ter; but remember ~vhat .Poa:r Richard-fays,-· Many 
a Little makes a Mickl~ ; and farth~r, Beware of 
little Expetues. ·A fmall.Leak will fink a great Ship. 
And again, Who Dainties love, }hall Beggars·prove .. 
And ·n1oreover,. · Ft)ols make Feafts and ?l.;ife Men eat 
them. 

Bere you· are all got together at this . Vendue o£ 
Fineries and Knicknack;. Yoi.1 call them Gocds, but 
if youdo not take Care, they will prove Evils to fome 
of you. Y ()U expect they will be fol~ cheap, and per~· 
haps .. they·may for lefs than they coft ; but it_ you_ 
have noOcc-alion f()r th~m, they rnuft be dear to you.· 
Remember. vrhat:Poor,Richard fays,. Buy what thou 
:haft 1to Need of, a~:t! tre long thoujhalt fell thy Neceffa
rie.r. And .ag~jti, Alt~ g·r-eat Pennywortp. Paufe a. 
1/!hile. :. · He nlean·~ · t~ perhaps the Cheapnefs. · is. 
apparent only, and·· not J'Ml·; or the Barg~in, ,bft 
ftraitni~g thee iri thy~ may do thee more 

. Harm than. Good. Foli in another Place he fays MaNy 
have bee11 ruined'bj· buying.gaod Pennyworths. Again 
P~or Richard fays, ~'Iisfoolijh 19 lay out Money in a 
·Pur.chaft. of Repc11.tqnce; and yet this Folly is prac~ 
'tifed every Day at v endues, for· want of mincjing· 
the Almanack.. Urife .. .'!J4en, as·Poor Dick fays, learn 
hy others Harms, . Fools fcarcely b.:v their own ; but 
·Felix quem Jaciunt aliena P erieula cautum. Many a, 
One, for the Sake of Finery on the Back, have gone 
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little Tea, or a little Punch now and then, Diet a little more 

costly, Clothes a little finer, and a little Entertainment, now 

and then, can be no great Matter; but remember what Poor 
Richard says, Many a Little makes a Mickle; and farther, 

Beware of little Expenses. A small Leak will sink a great Ship. 
And again, Who Dainties· love, shall Beggars Prove. And 

moreover, Fools make Feasts, and wise Men eat them. 
Here you are all got together at this vendue of Fineries 

and Knickknacks. You call them Goods, but if you do not take 

Care, they will prove Evils to some of you. You expect they 

will be sold cheap, and perhaps they may for less than they 

cost; but if you have no Occasion for them, they must be 

dear to you. Remember what Poor Richard says, Buy what 
thou hast no Need ofi and ere long thou shalt sell thy Necessaries. 
And again, At a great Pennyworth Pause a While: He means, 

that perhaps the Cheapness is apparent only, and not real; or 

the Bargain, by straitening thee in thy Business, may do thee 

more Harm than Good. For in another Place he says Many 
have been ruined by buying good Pennyworths. Again, Poor 
Richard says, 'Tis foolish to lay out Money in a Purchase of 
Repentance; and yet this Folly is practiced every Day at 

Vendues, for want of minding the Almanack. Wtse Men, as 

Poor Dick says, learn by others' Harms, Fools scarcely by their 
own; but Felix quem fociunt aliena pericula cautum. Many a 

One, for the Sake of Finery on the Back, have gone 
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Father Abraham"s Speech. 

with a hungry Belly, and half ftarv~d their Families. 
Silks and .Sattirzs, Scarle-t and Velvets (as Peer Richard 
£1ys) put out the J(itcben Fire. Thefe are not the 
Necejfo:ries of Life, they can fcarcely be called th~ 
Con~'e~tiencies; a11d yet only becaufe they look pretty, 
how many want to have the1n.· The ar,tificial 
vVants of l\1ankind thus becotnc more numer-. 
ous than the natural; and, ·as Poor Dick fays, 
For one po<;>r Perfon, there are an .hut_t4red indi
gent. By -thefe, and other Extravag~nci~s, the 
Genteel are reduced to Poverty,. - :-~d forced to 
aorrow ·of thofe whom they formerly defpifed, 
but who, through Indu}lry and .Frt.~galiry~ h~ye 
1naintained their Standing ; in which Caf~ it 
appears plainly, that A Ploughman on his Legs 
is higher than a Gentleman on his Knees, as Peer· 
Richard fays. Perhaps they have -had. a fn:all 
Eftate ]eft thetn,- which, they kne\v no~ .the Get-· 
ting of; _they. think 'tis Dax and 7.cill n-e7:er: be. 
!fig}Jt ; that a little to be. ,fpent out of Jo mu?h, 
is. npt worth minding ; (A· qhild .. and a .Fool; as 
Poor Richard· fays, imagine_ . Tw~nty 'S~illin-gs 
a1rd V'wenty Tears· can never, he /pent) .hut, Al
Wa)'S takiJ1g out of the Meal-'l'ub .tmd nroer put
ti;zg in foon com~s to the Bottom ; then, as Poor 
Dick fays, When the Well's dry tbey . know the 
Worth of lVater. ~ut . this they m~ght have 
known before, · if they had taken his Advice .. 
If'you wot.t!d know the Value of Money; go a11d 
try to bo1·row fomi; for~ He that goes a borrow-
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with a hungry Belly, and half starved their Families; Silks 

and Satins, Scarlet and Velvets (as Poor Richard says) put out 

the Kitchen Fire. These are not the Necessaries of Life, they 

can scarcely be called the Conveniencies; and yet only 

because they look pretty, how many want to have them. 

The artificial Wants of Mankind thus become more 

numerous than the natural; and, as Poor Dick says, For one 

poor Person, there are an hundred indigent. By these, and 

other Extravagancies, the Genteel are reduced to Poverty, 

and forced to borrow of those whom they formerly 

despised, but who, through Industry and Frugality, have 

maintained their Standing; in which Case it appears plain

ly, that A Ploughman on his Legs is higher than a Gentleman 

on his Knees, as Poor Richard says. Perhaps they have had a 

small Estate left them, which they knew not the Getting 

of; they think 'tis Day and will never be Night; that a little 

to be spent out of so much, is not worth minding; (A Child 

and a Fool, as Poor Richard says, imagine Twenty Shillings 

and Twenty Years can never be spent) but, Always taking out 

of the Meal- Tub, and never putting in soon comes to the 

Bottom; then, as Poor Dick says, When the Well's dry they 

know the Worth ofWtzter. But this they might have known 

before, if they had taken his Advice. If you would know the 

Value of Money, go and try to borrow some; for, He that goes 

a borrow-
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ink go-es a forrowing ; and indeed fo does he that 
lends to . fuch People, when he goes to get it in 
again.----Pr;or Dick farther advifes and fays, 

Fond Pride of Drefs, is Jure a very Curft • 
. Eer Fancy yon tonfult, confult your Purft. 
An_d again, Pride is as loud a Beggar as Want,. 
and a. great deal more Jauiy. When you have bought 
one fiQe Thing you. muft buy ·ten more, :.that. your 
Appear~nce m~y be ~ll of aPiece;· but Poor Dick. 
fays, ·~':tis · ·efl}ier to fu pprefs the. firft D.efire, . than- to 
.fatisfy all- that follow. it. And 'tis as tru.ly -Fo}Jy 
for the. Poor· to ~pe . the ~ich, as for the Frog .to 
. fwell, in .order to equal. the Ox, 

Great Eflates m?iy :venture nrore, . 
·But-little Bo~ts jhould keep near· Shore. 

'ris however a Folly. foon punifhed .. ; Jar Pride that, 
dines on :vanity.. fupl on Contempt, . as Poor Richard 
.fhys. . Anc,l, in another Place, Pride breakfafted 
~it!J Plinty, · .. dinett with' Prn;erty, .and .. fupped with 
lnfl1110· Ahd, after~' of what !) fe is this Pride 
"':: .ApP.e~raJtct, ·for which fo much is rifqued; fo 
rhuch· is juffered ? It cannot prorhote Health~ -<Jr 
eafe P-ain·; it makes . J\O Increafe· of Merit in the 
Perfon ~ it ·creates ~nvy, . ~t · haftens Misfortune. 

Wl'ai .is .a 1Jutterj/y .? At be.ft 
He'; hut a Catt'erpilla·r dreft. 

.. 'Ihe gaudy Fbp' s· his Pittitre juft ; 
~ Poor Richard fays~.. . 

:But what Madnefs muft it be to· run in Debt for 
thefe S~perA:Uities! ·We are offered,. by the Terms 
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ing goes a sorrowing; and indeed so does he that lends to such 

people, when he goes to get it in again.-Poor Dick farther 

advises, and says, 

Fond Pride if Dress, is sure a very Curse. 

E'er Fancy you consult, consult your Purse. 

And again, Pride is as loud a Beggar as W'llnt, and a great deal 

more saucy. When you have bought one fine Thing you must 

buy ten more, that your Appearance maybe all of a Piece; but 

Poor Dick says, 'Tis easier to suppress the first desire, than to sat

isfy all that follow it. And 'tis as truly Folly for the Poor to ape 
the Rich, as for the Frog to swell, in order to equal the Ox. 

Great Estates may venture more, 

But little Boats should keep near Shore. 
'Tis however a Folly soon punished; for Pride that dines on 

vaniry sups on Contempt, as Poor Richard says. And in another 

Place, Pride breakfasted with Plenty, dined with Poverty, and 
supped with Infamy. And, after all, of what Use is this Pride of 

Appearance, for which so much is risked, so much is suffered? 

It cannot promote Health; or ease Pain; it makes no Increase of 

Merit in the Person; it creates Envy, it hastens Misfortune. 

What is a Butterfly? At best 
He's but a Caterpillar dressed. 

The gaudy Fops his Picture just, 
as Poor Richard says. 

But what Madness must it be to run in Debt for these 

Superfluities! We are offered, by the Terms 
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·Father Abraha1n's Speech. 

of this Vendue, Six ·Mon-ths. Credit ; and that, per
haps,. has induced iome of us to attend it, becaufe 
we cannot. fpare the -ready Money, and hope now 
to be fiae witheut it. But, -ah-! ·think what you 
do when·. you run ·in Debt : rou give "to another 
Power o1v·er~ your- ·Liberty. If. you cannot pay at 
the T-ime, you will be -afhamed to fee your Cred:
itor; you will be in Fear when you fpeak to·him; 
you . wiU tn:ake poor, pitiful, fneal~ing Excufes, 
and ·by . Degrees come to lofe your Veracity, and 
fink· into bafe -downright -Lying ; . for,, as Poor 
Rich~rd rays, '!"he fectmd -V~ce -is LJ'ing, ihe firjl i1 
runmng Jn De lit. And agatn, to -th~ fame Purpofe, 
Lying· rides uj)Qn Delli's Baek. ~hereas: a free
barn E1zgli/hman ought- not to. be· afbamed or afr-aid 
to fee· or fpeak ~to any,.lVIao: living. ·-But P~\f'erty 
often deprives ~a Man< of all :·spirit and Virtue. 
'tfis hard. :frJr an empty. Bag ·'tojland upright,· as Poor 
Richard truly ::fays. ·\Vhat woul~ you think of 
thatPrince, or that Goverament~ who fhould ilfue 
an Bditt forhiding you to drefs like a Gentteman 
or a Gentlewoman,- 6n Pain. of lmprifonment or 
Servitude·? Would you not fay that you are free, 
have ·a Right to drefs as you pleafe, : and that fucb. 
an Edict would -~ a Breach of your Privileges, 
and fuch · a Gowrnment tyrannical'? And yet you 
are about to put yourfelf under that Tyranny, when 
you run in. Debt ·for- fuch Drefs ! Your Creditor 
has Authority, at his" Pleafure, to deprive you of 
y-our Liberty, by . confining you in Goal for Life, 
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of this Vendue, Six Months Credit; and that, perhaps, has 

induced some of us to attend it, because we cannot spare the 

ready Money, and hope now to be fine without it. But, ah! 

think what you do when you run in Debt: You give to anoth
er Power over your liberty. If you cannot pay at the Time, you 

will be ashamed to see your Creditor; you will be in Fear 

when you speak to him; you will make poor, pitiful, sneak

ing Excuses, and by Degrees come to lose your Veracity,and 

sink into base downright Lying; for, as Poor Richard says, 

The Second Vice is Lying, the first is running in Debt. And 

again, to the same Purpose, "Lying rides upon Debt's back. 
Whereas a freeborn Englishman ought not to be ashamed or 

afraid to see or speak to any Man living. But Poverty often 

deprives a Man of all Spirit and Virtue. 'Tis hard for an empty 
Bag to stand upright, as Poor Richard truly says. What would 

you think of that Prince, or that Government, who should 

issue an Edict forbidding you to dress like a Gentleman or 

Gentlewoman, on Pain of Imprisonment or Servitude? 

Would you not say that you are free, have a Right to dress as 

you please, and that such an Edict would be a Breach of your 

Privileges, and such a Government tyrannical? And yet you 

are about to put yourself under that Tyranny when you run 

in Debt for such Dress! Your Creditor has Authority, at his 

Pleasure, to deprive you of your Liberty, by confining you in 

Jail for Life, 
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or to .fell you .for a Servant, if you fuould not be 
able to P:JY him ! \Vhen you have gGt your 13ar
gain, you may,. perhaps, thi~k little ·of Payment.; 
but Creditor_s' (Poor /{.ichard l:ells u~ )·. hatVe better, 
Me~ories {/Jan Debtors-·; and in. another.Place fays, 
Creditors are a fupetftitious SeC,. great 06ferv_ers·of 
ftt !Jays and 'I'imes. The Day. con1es round before. 
you are a~are, and theDetnand is made l;lefore.:you 
are pr~pared to fatisfy . it. Or if yo~ . bear. ·your 
Debt -in Mind,. th.e Ter.m whiCh · ~ firft feemed fo 
long, will~. as it -leftens,.· ·appear extremely ·fuort. 
cri;;u will feentto ha:ve added· Wings co hi~ He~ls as 
well as S~o~l1der&. CJ:hofe ·have· a fo.ort Le1tt {faith 
Pbqr Richard) who owe Mo_nf!Y to be paid at Eafter. 
Then fince,, as -he fays, 'I' be Borro'lver is a 8/'(lve,to 
l}pe Le,nder$ antf._'t./n Debt.()r to the· Creditor, difdain 
tpe Chain, prefeFV'C! your . Ere~dom, and maintain 
· yovr lnd~_pen·den~y. ·Be induftrious and free ; · be 
frttga{~nd fr:e~. At·prefent perqp.ps.you may -t-hink 
yQUrfelf in thriiVing . Circum.~ances; -and . that you 
~{lJ>e~r a.litde E~travagance without l11jqry· i .but 

For Age. 41td · W.fJnt {t~ve. while you. may •. 
No . Morning'-Sun 'lp.fts ·a whole _Day ; 

as· P.Qor·Richard .r~us.---.Gain may be temporary and. 
qRce:rtain, but ever vihile you live_, ·E:x:pence is con
ftan.t -and certain_ ; :and ''!'is eajler to ,!Juild ./'f.IJO 
~~i'!lnies, than to keep Qne in Fu~l, as Poor -Richard 
fays. So rather go~to Bed fupperkfs ihan rife.in Debt • 

. Get· what yau uu~, and_ what ·y_Qtt_get hold ;_ , 
''tis the. StoNe that u·iil fitril (Z//.ypur Lead into_Gold. 
as~l'oor RiChard fays. 
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or to sell you for a Servant, if you should not be able to pay him! 

When you have got your Bargain, you may, perhaps, think lit

tle of Payment; but Creditors (Poor Richard tells us) have better 

Memories than Debtors; and in another Place says, Creditors are 

a superstitious Sect, great Observers ofset Days and Ttmes. The Day 

comes round before you are aware, and the Demand is made 

before you are prepared to satisfY it. Or if you bear your Debt 

in Mind, the Term which at first seemed so long, will, as it 

lessens, appear extremely short. Time will seem to have added 

Wings to his Heels as well as Shoulders. Those have a short Lent 

(saith Poor Richard) who owe Money_ to be paid at Easter. Then 

since, as he says, The Borrower is a Slave to the Lender, and the 

Debtor to the Creditor, disdain the Chain, preserve your 

Freedom; and maintain your Independency. Be industrious and 

free; be frugal and free. At present perhaps you may think your

self in thriving Circumstances, and that you can bear a little 

Extravagance without Injury; but, 

For Age and wtlnt, save while you may; 

No Morning-Sun lasts a whole Day; 

as Poor Richard says.-Gain may be temporary and uncer

tain, but ever while you live, Expense is constant and cer

tain; and 'Tis easier to build two Chimneys, than to keep one 

in Fuel, as Poor Richard says. So rather go to Bed supperless 

than rise in Debt. 

Get what you can, and what you get hold; 

'Tis the Stone that will turn all your Lead into Gold, as Poor 

Richard says. 
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And·wheRyou have got the· Philofopher's Stone, 
fure you \vill n9 longer complain of bad 1"'imes, 
or the DiffiGulty· of paying Taxes; ·· 

This ·Doctrine:,· n1y Friends, 1s Rea Jon and 
fP'ifdom; but, after:aH, do not depend too n:uch 
upo~ your own Induj!;ry, and Frugali()',. and Pru.,. 
de11ce, though excellent. T'hiP.gs, for they. may all 
be blafted without the~ Blcffing of H~aven ; and 
therefore mk· that ffi'd1ing humbly,. and be not 
tm~hafitable to thofe th:1t at prefent feem to want it, 
but cpmfort and helo . tijem.. Rerneniber J~b 
fuffered, and was·;afterwards pr.ofperons. 

And now ·to conclyde. Exp-erience keeps a de:ar 
School, but Fools will learn· in· no ctb~,. and fcarce 
in· thai;- for it is tru'e, We may -gi"l:-'C dd'!Jice, btt_t we 
cannot give Crindttn, as Pc01 .. Richiird fays.: How
ever,rretnelnber this, '!'hey that wo11't be cau1ljelled, 
can't- be be.lpea~ as Poor· Rich~rd fays : And far .. 
tl1er, that If you wilt ·not hear R~afon fhe'lt foret' 
rap your Knuckles." 

Thus- the old -Ge~tleman enqed his f-lat:angue.: 
The People heard it, and approved the DoCtrine, 
and immediately praB:ifed the Contr~ry, juft as if 
it had been a common Sermon ; for the Vendue 
opened, and they began to buy extravagarttly, not
withftanding aU his Cautions, and their ow.~ Fear 1 

of Taxes.··--I found the good 1\t!an had :thoroughly 
ftudied n1y Almanacks; and digefted_all I had dropt 
on ·t.hofe Topicks during the .Courfe of five-and ... 
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And when you.have got the Philosopher's Stone, sure 

you will no longer complain of bad Times, or the Difficulty 

of paying Taxes. 

This Doctrine, my Friends, is Reason and Wisdom; but, 

after all, do not depend too much upon your own Industry, 
and Frugality, and Prudence, though excellent Things, for they 

may all be blasted without the Blessing of Heaven; and there

fore ask that Blessing ·humbly; and be not uncharitable to 

those that at present seem to want it, but comfort and help 

them. Remember job suffered, and was afterwards prosperous. 

And now to conclude. Experience keeps a dear School but 
Fools will learn in no other, and scarce in that; for it is true, we 
may give Advice, but we cannot give Conduct, as Poor Richard 
says: However, remember this, They that won't be counseled, 
can't be helped, as Poor Richard says: And farther, that If you 
will not hear Reason, she'll surely rap your Knuckles. " 

Thus the old Gentleman ended his Harangue. The 

People heard it, and approved the Doctrine, and immedi

ately practiced the Contrary, just as if it had been a com

mon Sermon; for the Vendue opened, and they began to 

buy extravagantly, notwithstanding all his Cautions, and 

their own Fear ofTaxes.-1 found the good Man had thor

oughly studied my Almanacks, and digested all I had 

dropped on those Topics during the Course of five-and-
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Poor Richard's Conclufion. 

twenty ·Years._ The frequent:M.ention.he ·made of 
me, muft h.ave tired_ any one elfe, but my Vanity 
was wonderfully delighted with it, though ·I was 
confdous that not a tenth Part of the ·Wifdem was 
my own which he aicribed to·· me,. but rather the 
Gleanings I had made of the Se;n~ .of all Ag~s · a.n~ 
·Nations.. Howev:er, I re-folved .to be. the better for 
the Echo of it ; and.tho 1 ha(l.at firft ctleterl'nined 
to b~iy.Sroff for a new Coat, I Went away· refolveJ 
to wear my old One. a little longet. Reader, ·if 
rhou ·wilt do the fame .. ·thy P.rofi~ will be. as g_reat 
a~ .mine. 

I am, as .. e1)~r; 

Richard Saunders&. 
July 7· I 757 
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twenty Years. The frequent Mention he made of me, must 

have tired any one else, but my Vanity was wonderfully 

delighted with it, though I was conscious that not a tenth 

Part of the Wisdom was my own which he ascribed to me, 

but rather the Gleanings I had made of the Sense of all Ages 

and Nations. However, I resolved to be the better for the 

Echo of it; and though I had at first determined to buy Stuff 

for a new Coat, I went away resolved to wear my old One a 

little longer. Reader, if thou wilt do the same, thy Profit will 

be as great as mine. 

I am, as ever, 

Thine to serve thee, 

Richard Saunders 

July 7, 1757 
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