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GOVERNING THE
P . P |_E V.OCABULARY:

government

What do you picture

when you hear the word

. ”¢ Do you
picture the president or the
Whitec Housc? Thosc are J
important symbols of the )
US. government, which represents the whole country.
But the United States is so big that its government can'’t
manage everything that happens

The White House in
Washington, D.C., is an
important symbol of the
U.S. gﬂvernment.
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Local government
leaders hold a
public meeting.

in cvery state, City, or town.
That’s what state and local governments are for.

State and local governments function much like the
federal government. They make rules and laws. They
maintain important facilities used by the public. Every
state even has its own constitution! Read on to learn
mor¢ about state and local governments, how they work,
and how they affect our lives.




LEVELS OF
FPowER

The United States is run by governments of various
levels and sizes, ranging from local to state to national.
The federal government is the highest level of
government. It makes laws for the whole country. State
governments are the next level. They're responsible
for laws, rights, and services that aren’t covered by the
federal government.

President Barack
Obama [eads the
entire federal
government.




Part of a state
governor’s
job is to work
with other

governmental
officials,

l.ocal governments are a level below state
governments. They're responsible for the laws and
services in a particular county, city, town, or village. A
local government’s power is divided among people who
make decisions and laws, pcople who carry them out,
and people who make sure they are being followed.

VLEHINKABOUT LT

Like the federal government, local governments

are divided into three branches. Why would local

governments want to be structured like the national
| government?
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~ WHAaT DoEs

4 A LocaL
GoverNnvENT Do?

If vou've ever visited a park,
borrowed a book from thc library,
or been helped by the police,
you've used something managed
by your local government. Local
governments are also called
municipal governments.
Municipal governments tailor
their services based on what the
people in an area need. They're

Libraries are an important
service provided by our local
governments.

vy
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in charge of
police and fire
departments,
courts, prisons,
schools, hospitals,

garbagc collection,

COMPARE AND CONTRAST

Imagine a city with many children
and little crime and another city

with mostly adults and lots of crime.
Compare and contrast the services
that the local governments of these

| cities may provide. - water and sewage
S =~ systems, parks and
playgrounds, public transportation, and more.

‘The kinds of services a local government provides
depends on how big the municipality is. I.arge cities have
their own libraries, muscums, zoos, and more. Scveral
small towns in the same county may share their services.

[ &
Local governments ! 1 iﬁh‘

make sure we have
firefighters in ‘
place to help with !
emergencies. 7
»
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| ocaL TAXES

Local governments provide many services to their
people, but the services aren’t free. They're paid for by
taxes. laxes are payments to the government that are
required by law: Almost every country; state, and city or
town collects taxes from its citizens. Taxes are used to
build schools, roads, and bridges and to pay for policc
and firefighting services. Taxes also pay government
officials’ salaries.

There are many
different types of
taxes. Property tax is

Taxpayers helped
pay for the cost of
paving these roads.




one major tax charged
by local governments.
Pcople who own houscs
and other types of
property must pay the
government a tax on
their property. In fact,
that’s where most of

a local government’s
revenue comes from.

| VOGABULARY,
is the

income that a
government
collects for public

 use. Y

This couple is calculating how much tax
money they owe the government.




EET YOUR
LocAaL
(GOVERNMENT

Many local governments arc run by a mayor and city
council. They work together to make decisions and
discuss issues that arise. The city council acts as the city’s
legislative branch. It proposcs rules and suggests how
money should be spent on projects and improvements for
the town. As a city’s executive branch, the mayor has the
final say on what a city council proposcs.

Residents
of Seattle,
Washington,
attend a meeting
of their local

governie nt.




"{_‘ New Yorlk’s
o' mayor Rudy

Giunliani
had to make
important
decisions after
terrorists
attacked
the city on
Scptember
II, 2001.

B |

A mavor’s power is determined by law. Many mayors
enforce laws, manage services, and oversee budgets
and projccts. In some cascs, the mayor may Icad a city

council, but the city council holds most of the power.

THINK ABOUT L'

The mayor and the city council work together to
make decisions and carry outlaws. Why is this
| balance of power important?

0P F T SEH E T e Fcman Pubiimhing Group, Inc




ELECTING
| ocaL LEADERS

How does someone become a mayor or councilmember?
In most cases, people vote for their leaders during an
election. Voting is a process in which citizens choose
who they think will do the best job.

The people who run for positions in government
are called candidates. In order to win, candidates must
convince voters they are the right choice. They do this
by giving speeches, meeting with voters, and sponsoring

This candidate ﬁiﬁ'g -
campaigns to ey
be the mayor

of L.os Angeles,

California,

- {»




tEER

Voters go to
the polls on
Election Day
to choose their
[eaders.

advertisements on television and radio. They often address
problems and needs that are very important to residents.
On Election Day, the candidate with the most votes wins.
The length of the term depends on the local laws.

(EOMPAREJANDICONTRAST;

Local officials are elected by the people. The

president is elected by the people, too. Compare
and contrast local elections with national elections.
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| GETTING INVOLVED

Local governments work best when they meet the needs
of the people they serve. It is important for residents

to let officials know what they want. There are plenty

of ways for kids to get involved. Start by visiting your
city hall. Check vour town’s website for news about vour
local government.

Students meet with the mayors of New York City and

—

Ottawa, Canada. |

<




Telling vour
government
what you want
18 a great way to
get involved.

Want to do more? Become familiar with what’s
happening in your town. Reading the newspaper and
talking to other residents are great ways to learn how
people feel. If you want to voice your opinion, you can
attend town hall mectings and public rallies, write letters
to your local otficials, and more.,

| THINK ABOUT, I'T;

Voting is a great way to help make changes in your
community, but citizens can’t vote until they are 18
years old. If you are too young to vote, what are other

| ways to make your voice heard?
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THE FEDERAL
4 SYSTEM

The United States has a federal system of government.
That means there is a balance of power between the
large central government and smaller state governments.
The people who formed the country also had to balance
power among the states themselves so that no state

would have more

power than the others, ~ Federal and state governments
have worked together since the
late 170058, when the United
States was formed.




The U.S. Congress
is made up of
representatives
from all 50 states.

One way they did this was by creating a legislature
with two houses —the Scnate and the Housc of
Representatives. The Senate and the House of
Representatives make up the United States Congress.
Each statc clects two senators to the Scnate. A statce’s
population determines how many representatives it has
in the House.

(ECOMPAREANDIEONT RAST,

Every state is represented equally in the Senate, but states

with large populations have more members in the House of
Representatives than less-populated states. Compare and
| contrast the balance of power in the two houses.




How A STAT
RuN

Like the federal government, every state government
has an e¢xceutive, [egislative, and judicial branch. The
governor is the executive branch. The legislative branch
is called different things in different states. Some
legislatures are called the general assembly: In other
cases they are called the state legislature. Most consist of
two houses, as at the tederal level. The courts make up
the judicial branch. The three branches work together to
make decisions for a state.

A
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Minngcsota’s state
governor signs a
bill into law.




State supreme
court judges
hear arguments
related to state
law.

Ideas for

V.OGCABULARY;
are first A
brought to state Legislation
representatives.
They turn the idea
into a bill. The bill : Y

is then presented to
the whole legislature for debate. If the bill is passed, the
governor can cither sign the bill and crcate a law or veto
it. The state supreme court hears challenges to these

Jaws. The judges can uphold them or go against them.




StaTes’ RigHTS

The LS,
Constitution does
not give the states
clear powers.
According to the
Constitution,
states cannot
create their own
currcncy. They
cannot have their
OWDN army or Navy,
and they cannot
enter into treaties
with foreign
countrics. Statcs
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The Tenth Amendment to the
Constitution guarantees states’
rights.

must recognize other states’ laws, and visitors are
entitled to the same rights as a state’s citizens.
If the Constitution docs not clearly say that the federal

g G, e, In=.



FHINKABOUT. LT

Why is it important that states have the power to
make their own laws, separate from the federal
government?

I"\ . . __.J'I

government has power over an issue, the power is given to
the state. This is why states are allowed to create their own
[aws. These laws are contained in a state’s constitution,
which spells out the rights of the government and its
citizens,

State governments have the
power to make laws based on
what the penple want.

(e

£IE -

gonnand

JL-




)
_

E For THE PEOPLE

State
governments
stay very busy.
They are in

charge of T‘ DF' Sy
running a whole bl
state! State MO!EE]FVEH]CLES
governments . CALIFORNA
provide help to

people who need
food, housing,

or hcalth carc.
They manage
state schools and
hospitals and
make laws to protect a state’s air, land, and water, State
governments also grant drivers’ licenses and maintain
the statc policc.

The Department of Motor Vehicles
is run by the state.




States pay for these
services by taxing citizens.
Statc residents may pay an

and sometimes
a The state
government collects thesc
taxes and then uses the
money to pay for things.
Statc governments try to
give a balanced amount of
money to all their services
and institutions.

VI OGCABULARY.
Income tax

Sales tax

00 Y R T ST 6 T e iomen
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Some states collect

a tax on purchases
citizens make at stores.
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STATE LEADERS
Like other local
leaders, state _
officials are chosen |
during an election.
Residents vote for
the candidatce they
think will do the
best job in office.
They may sclect
someone who
shares the same
vicw on important

State leaders must get to

issues or someone who know the ?Itlz‘zls they
* represent m order to
promuises to change P .
succeed in office.

somcthing they're
unhappy with.
The term lengths for elected officials vary from

statc to statc. Most governors, state scnators, and

.............




Government
officials meet

to discuss
important issucs
affecting therr
state.

statc representatives arc clected for terms that last
tor two to four years. Other state officials include the
state attorney general, judges, secretary of state, and
COMMISSIONCLS.

COMPARE CONTRAST;

0P FCIRT S0H E T e Ficman Pubimhing Group, Ine, |




You AND YOUR
GoVvERNMENT

Every government runs differently, so it’s important
to lcarn the laws and rights granted to you by your
state. If you live near your

state capital, plan avisit to the
capitol building or courthouses.
Or check out vour state I ,
government’s website. Read -“'——'—-::-_-5;'...1
about your lecaders and issucs

that concern residents like
you. If there is an issue you feel
strongly about, writc a letter

You can visit and tour your
state capitel building or

courthouse.




No matter what

your 4g2¢, you Can
get involved in
government.

t0o your governor or
congresspersons. It's
important to make
your voice heard!
Getting involved
with your state and
local governments is
a great way to see government at work. You'll become
familiar with our country’s systems of government and
what it mcans to be a citizen of the United States.

( THiNKABOUT I'T
How do the three levels of government work
| together to serve the people?

W00 Y R T S 6 T e iomen




For MoRE
INFORMATION

Books

Jeffries. Joyee. Meet 1he Muyor: New York, NV Gareth Stevens Publishing, 2013,

Kenney; Karen. Stute Goversment (LS. Government and Civies). Vero Beach, F1
Raurke Pub. Group. zo714.

Manning, Jack. The State Groverner {Our Government). Mankato, MX: First Facus
Baoaoks, 2014

sobel, Syl How the TS, Goverwnent Works. Hauppauge, NY: Barran’s Educational
Serics, Inc. | 2zo12.

Websites

Bueeause of the changing nature of Intemet links, Rosen Publishing has developed
an onling list of Web sites relared to the subject of this book, This site is updaced
regulacly. Please use this link to sccess the list:

hetpe/wwwrosenlinks convlio/State
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GLOssARY

To work in an organized way
toward a goal, such ay getting elected to
public office.

A full member of 2 country; stare,
O TOWIL
Awrirten set of Laws,
Tor cause something to oceur
in a particular way
To vote nto othee.
Lo waork or operate in a
CETTRIN Wav.
The branch of
government that interprecs laws,

30

The branch of
government that makes laws.
‘The legislative body of a
COWILCY O 2 state,
1o be in charge of.
A rity or town.
How a person feels about an
issue,
Money charged to own a
property
'Ii stand for.
The power to reject a decision
proposed by a law-making body

i, i, I eyl e s Bri e i, e



3M2013 Gale Virual Reference Library - What Are State and Local Govemment?

Book IndeXx
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GDVERNMENTS

What Are State and Local Government?

What Are State and Local Government? Sarah Machajewski.
Let's Find Out! Government New York, NY: Britannica Educational
Publishing with Rosen Educational Services, 2016. 32 pp.

In this book, readers will learn about the levels of government,
what state and local governments are responsible for, the
leaders of state and local governments and how they run
them, and how kids can get involved in government.
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