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+. MEMBERS OF A
- CouNTRY

- Hal. Members of a club or team follow rules, care for others,
-ans and work together, Other group members help them reach
| their goals. They all feel like they are a part of something
... mportant.

b i A citizen is a full member of a country. Pcople may live
& in a country without being a citizen. They may move to a
country for a job or to be with family. In some cases they
will leave after a few years. But most people who live in

MBIl

Any team must
cooperate to
achieve a goal,
such as winning

a championship.
Championship teams
win because they
help each other.,



THINK ABOUTIT!|
A citizenisa
member of a

country. What
would it be like to

live in a country
if you were not a
| citizen?

a country are full
citizens of that

When people move to another
country. country, they try to learn where
. Citizens hzua:e important places are located.
rights that are given This way, they know where to
by the country’s go to get the things they need
government. For or where to get help.

example, citizens
have the right to be protected by a country’s laws. In return,
citizens have duties that they owe to the country One of the
most important duties is being loyal to the country. People
can lose their citizenship if they do not fulfill their duties.




emag | I In the United States,
>A N H O S A anyone who is born here is
a citizen, even if his or her

o ‘ : ' T l z E N 'p parents are not citizens.
N y | |
]

Most countries have three basic ways tor someone to
become a citizen. First, and simplest, anyone born in the
country is a citizen of that country:

Second, anyone whose parent is a citizen of the country
is also a citizen. For example, if a US. citizen gives birth
to a baby in another country, then that baby is considered
a citizen of the United States. This 15 called acquired
citizenship.
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The third way is by going
through a process called
naturalization. Naturalization is
away for people who are born in
one country to become citizens of
another country. Laws on naturalization arc different from T
country to country. Often the person must be a permanent |
resident of the country for several years, must pass a test oF
proving that he or she knows the laws and history of the
country, and
must take an

of loyalty
to the country:

VOCABULARY;
oath

Children born to U.S.
citizens arc also given

citizenship, even when
they are born in other
parts of the world,
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Today; more than 600,000 people are
naturalized in the United States each year.
Naturalization is a long and difficult

;;'Lr U r
v process. Candidates must live
aemial in the country for fve years.

j {andidates who are marricd

to ULS. citizens can apply for

citizenship after three years

The Statue of Liberty has
welcomed millions of people
to the United States, many
of whom wish to become
citizens.
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In the 1970s, immigrants made up about 5 percent of

the U.S. population, or number of people living in the
United States. Today, they make up about 13 percent.

| Why do you think that number has increased? |
B, R

of living in the country After they apply for citizenship,
candidates cannot move out of the country for any period
of time. They must be able to read, write, and speak the

English language.

It is common in
other countries to
know more than
one language. Many
immigrants who
come to the United

States already know
how to read and write
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People who want to become U.S. citizens take a test
about the country’s laws and history. Candidates are
asked 10 out of a possible roo questions. The candidate
must answer six correctly. Older people, who have lived
in the United States for a long time, may be allowed to
take the test in a language other than English.

People who want to become naturalized often take
classes in citizenship. They study hard to be able to
pass the test.

10



Candidates who pass
the test take partin a
ceremony. They promisc

to be loyal to the United

States, support the Jaws of

the country, and defend

How is being a naturalized

citizen more difficult than
being a citizen by birth?

the country from enemies. After taking the citizenship
oath, the candidate is a full US. citizen. Not every country
allnw% 1mm1grantﬁ to become naturalized citizens.

8
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People from all over the world become American
citizens at a naturalization ceremony. Their families
and friends come to see them take their oaths,

Kaghsiu
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In the United States the basic law of the country is called

+ the Constitution. Soon after it was written, the country’s
leaders added the
Bill of Rights.
The Bill of Rights
cxplains the basic
treecdoms and rights
of all citizens of the
country.

Citizens of the
United States have
freedom of speech
and press. The

government cannot
prevent them from
saying, writing, or

thinking whatever

The original Bill of Rights

can be found in the National
Archives in Washington, D.C.,
the capital of the United States
of America.
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The freedoms of speech and press allow people to
disagree with the government and try to change it by
sharing their opinions and ideas.

they want. In general citizens have the freedom to sav
whatever they want, in whatever form.

Citizens must be reasonable in their speech, though. For
example, you cannot yell “fire” in a crowded theater unless
there’s really a fire. Also, you cannot speak, write, or draw
somcthing false that injures someone’s good name.




 MBIC

=]

THIN KYAB OUT, I'T;

Citizens also

have the freedom

of asscmbly and the
freedom of religion,
They mav gather in
peaccful groups and
they may practice any
religion they choose.

The government

also provides some

In the United States,
citizens may practice any
religion they choose or
none at all. The government
cannot tell people which
religion they must follow:

How would the United States be different if
people were not guaranteed rights? Would you

| want to be a citizen?
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A judge watches ‘ >} |r
over atrial to

malce sure that the :
accused person’s v
rights are protected. AsaE RUSSELL L HEALEY
The judge helps
everyone follow the
rules in court,

protections for
its citizens. These
include the right
to fair treatment by the government. .
Citizens have the right to privacy. Part VOCABULARY :
of this right means that the police accused Fr
cannot come into citizens’ homes
unless they have a reason to think the
citizens are breaking a law:

Citizens of breaking
a law still have many rights. They

booori

have a right to a fair trial, meaning the government must
prove that they are guilty. If a citizen is guilty of a crime,
the punishment must be fair.
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- Voting is a citizen’s duty, or responsibility. It is also a
“amt right. Citizens vote to make sure that the government

- is run well and that it works for the good of its citizens.
v Tivery USS. citizen’s vote is equal. Some people choose
" not to vote, but they losc a chance to have a say in their

g{Jvernment.

Citizens age 18 or
older, who have
not committed
SCriQUus Crumes,
have the right

to vote. Their
votes are secret to
protect people’s

privacy.
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. Serving on a jury is an important duty: People
" who serve on juries receive instructions from
judges, listen te arguments from lawyers, and
examine evidence to make a decision.

Citizens are required by law to serve on a jury if
they are asked to. A jury is a group of people who hear
a case in court and decide whether a person is innocent
or guilty. In most cases, citizens accused of crimes
are guaranteed a trial by a jury of their peers, or other
citizens. This helps keep our courts fair for everyone.




s YPT

Citizens must be prepared to

» A~ defend their country by serving in JOCEEUEARY:
the military. Joining the army or
voluntary
. . other branch of the armed forces
ot isusually . Sometimes
“* it the US. military nceds more : A,
izANI

The men and
women who join the
armed forces must
be physically fit to
protect the citizens ECOMPAR EJAN DICONITRAST
of the United States. Are rights or responsibilities

- more important for citizens?

18




members, it can draft people
to join and fight. Today; only
men arce required to serve if
necessary, but women may
have this responsibility in
the future.

If citizens do not fmlfll
their responsibilities, they
can losc their citizenship.
However, this is very rare.

If a citizen of the United
Statcs trics to overthrow

the government by force, e prrar et
becomes a citizen of like former vice president
another country, or joins the  Agron Bure, could losc his
military of another country,  citizenship if he were to
the government can take commit treason, a crime
away citizenship. A person against the country: Burr

with no citizenship is called was accused of treason in
stateless, 1807, but he was found not
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élTIZENS ARE

CARING

A citizen cares for others by making sure that their
rights aren’t ignored. All citizens have rights and all
citizens’ rights are equal. For example, the right to free
speech applies to everyone. This means that citizens
should allow cveryone to share their ideas. They should

Taxes paid by
citizens are
used for public
services, such
as this park,
Citizens pay for
things like this,
which are good
for the whole
community.
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Is a citizen free to do whatever he or she wants? When

| should a person think about the rights of other people? |

respect the right of evervone to speak, not just protect
their own right.

Citizens must also think about others’ needs. People
have different needs, and the government works to try to
meet as many needs as it can. Citizens help the government
achicve this by paying taxcs, cven if it means paying for
things they disagree with or don't
need for themselves. U.S. President
Theodore Roosevelt said, “This
country will not permanently be
a good place for any of us to live
in unless we make it a rcasonably
good place for all of us to live in.”

President Theodore
Roosevelt believed that good
citizens must be very active
in their governments,

Kaghsiu
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C}m ZENS ARE
ESPONSIBLE

Good citizens take responsibility for their own actions.
Obcying laws is onc way to be responsible. When citizens
follow laws, they help create a country in which people can
enjoy their freedoms without fear. Citizens depend on one
another to control themselves and their actions.

passengers, bicyclists, and walkers
safe. Sharing the road is one way to be
responsible for everyone’s safety,
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Can a country be

successful if its citizens
| are not responsible?

Good citizens also tell
the truth to make sure that
all people are treated fairly.
When citizens speak in a
court during a trial, they must
swear to tell the truth. When
citizcns arc honest, they can
trust one another.

Citizens should use good
judgment. Laws help citizens
to keep peace, but people
must think for themselves
about what is right or wrong.
Good judgment is also
important when voting.

Promising to tell the
truth is very serious.
If a person lies in
court, he or she can
be charged with a
crime and could go
to jail.

EAabnEiu
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- CimzeNns ARE
- ResPECTFUL
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won | The United States is made up of people from many different
ani  places with many different ideas and traditions. Citizens of

the United States are respectful of one another. That means

/... thattheylisten to everyone, even if they do not agree with
ol BELY them. They defend
\ everyone’s right
L ‘ | ‘-l to have their own
: | opinions.

Unfortunately,
people in America

j {‘ l have often been

Citizens may have

A @;‘H'.-" differences, but they have
- many things in common
as well. They are all a part
of the same country and
have the same rights and

respﬂnsibi]itiesi r
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These citizens
of Egypt are
protesting their
government.

In the United
States, protests
like this have

helped to change

trecated unfairly because of
their race, gender, religion,
or national origin. The Civil US. citizens have the
Rights Act of 1964 says that right to protest, but
treating people poorly because |EOIT T ETETE T 23115
ot these ditferences is wrong. law in some countries.
The law was created because How is protest good for a
many citizens protested about [BEUNUSE

unfair treatment,
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FPATRIOTIC

There are many ways for
citizens to be patriotic and
to show their love for their
country. Patriotism can give
pcople a scnse of belonging
to a national community: It
should not make people think
that their country or group is
better than any other.

One way to be patriotic
is to fly the country’s flag,
Another way to show
patriotic spirit is through

Fireworks displays are held on
the Fourth of July across the
country to celebrate the birth

of our nation.
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Skier Mikaela Shiffrin won

sporting S and a gold medal for the United
other worldwide States at the 2014 Winter
competitions. The Olympics in Sochi, Russia.

Olympic Games,
held every two years,
are a collection of
international athletic
contests. Athletes from
all over the United
States compete against
athletes from other
countries. Winning
medals at the Olympics
is a source of pride for
the athletes because
they represent their
country at the games.

| THINK ABOUT IT;

What are some patriotic symbols or
actions you see in your community?
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~on | Most rights and responsibilities of citizens are for adults,
iz but children are citizens, too. Young people show their

- citizenship by following rules, just as adults follow laws.
... Theyrespect other students and their teachers, just as adult

A0

1?""””& citizens respect their neighbors and government officials.
AN Children are also citizens of their community They
can in community activities, such as clubs
or volunteer organizations. They can also get to know

community v

 MBIC
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Volunteering is a
great way to help your
community. Good
citizens work together
to make their country
a better place to live.
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[eaders, such as police officers

and librarians. Communicating VDGABI;]L:&RY

with lcadcrs is onc way children PEEICIPAEE

can participate in their f

community. V) |9 ¥
Young pcople can prepare o

for their lives as citizens of the United States in many ;

ways. You can learn about American history You can also e
rcad the newspaper to learn about what’s going on in
your country and in your government,

Not all citizens
will get to meet
the president

of the United
States, but there
arc opportunitics
to meet with
other community
Icaders at school
and in your town.
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vAaLAam

(LOsSsARY

To come into possession of;

o gain,
A group of persons gathered
together
(ne who wants tw be elected
to an office or to be accepred fora
POSITLO.
Crroups of people with

COMMEN Interests.

“Li» keep safe from danger or atrack.

Forced military service.

I'romise to do, make, or keep.

A decision made after
thinking carefully
A group of people who must judge

something or someone,
The process of becoming
a citizen.
Having pride in ane’s country

{Ihject or complain.

Something to which one has a fair
claim.

A group of people who have
commen traditions, mytitutions, and
interests.

Without citizenship.
Accepting other peoples’
different teelings, habirs, or beliefs.

The only one of ity kind.
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What Is Citizenship?

What |s Citizenship? Laura Loria. Let's Find Out! Government New

York, NY: Britannica Educational Publishing with Rosen Educational
Services, 2016. 32 pp.

This book explains what defines citizenship, including one's
rights and responsibilities. Readers will also learn about the
many ways people become citizens as well as the process of
naturalization.
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voting
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