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 THE BRANCHES
oF GOVERNMENT

Countries around the world VOCABULARY

‘ are led by governments. A representative
government makes important | democracy

decisions that affect the

lives of its people. It guards

them against cutside cnemics

and keeps order within

the countrv. It provides

scrvices to its people. States
and cities also have
governments.

The president of the
F| United States is in charge

§ of the executive branch.
[ o) |

—er




The United States
is a representative
democracy that is
made up of three
parts, or branches.
Thesc arc the
executive branch, the
legislative branch,
and the judicial
branch. Each branch’s
powers are given by
the United Statces
Constitution. The
legislative branch
makes laws. The
judicial branch runs the courts
and uses the Constitution and
other laws to scttle cases. The
job of the executive branch is to
carry out the laws.
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/ERNMENT

FPEOPLE

The U.S. Constitution sets
out the country’s most
basic laws. All other laws
must agree with the U.S.
Constitution.

In 1776, 13 colonies in
North America declared
independence from Great
Britain. They fought a war
for their independence and

then formed the new country
of the United States. The

Many people in the 13
colonies considered King
(seorge III of Great Britain

hﬂﬁ_ ‘a cruel and unfair ruler.




It took the work and
ideas of many people to

write the Constitution,

colonies became
& states. The newly
independent
citizens did not
want a single
leader to rule over them. Many felt that the British king
who had ruled over the former colonies was a tvrant who
limited their freedom. The new nation’s founders wrote the
Constitution in 1787. They wanted to protect the rights of
the country’s citizens.

The founders also wanted to make sure that one branch
of government could not become more powertul than the
others. They did not want one leader to become as powerful

as a king.

VOCABULARY:
A is a ruler who has complete power over a
country and who is cruel and unfair.




CHECKS AND
BALANCES

According to the Constitution, each branch of
government has some power over the others. This is called
a system of checks and balances. For example, the leader
of the executive branch (the president} gets to appoint,

or choose, many government lecaders. But part of the
legislative branch (the Senate) has the power to reject the
president’s choices.

«» | The US, Senate holds hearings to decide
| " | whether people the president selects should
i be appointed to certain jobs.




M == M i s sl s In 1868, the Scnate |
' ST RS B A e ) ) met during the '
impeachment

trial of President
Andrew Johnson
and fell one vote

short of removing
him from office.

Congress can charge the president with breaking the
law: This charge is called impeachment. The Senate holds
a trial to decide whether or not the president is guilty. A
guilty president must resign, or step down. The Ilouse of
Representatives has impeached two presidents, Andrew »
Johnson and Bill Clinton, but the Senate found them both

not guilty:

Each branch of the U.S. government has some say in how
the other two branches can act. Compare and contrast

this system with one lacking checks and balances. Which
is more likely to be governed for the people?

S




ORGANIZING THE
EXECUTIVE
BraNCH

The Constitution describes how the government is
organized. The executive branch is headed by the president
of the United States.

The president is joined in the executive branch
by the vice president and a group of advisers called
the cabinet. Each member of the cabinet is in charge
of a separate department, such as the Department of

Vice President Joseph
Biden speaks with
President Barack Obama
in the White House.




The president’s
full cabinet
mects regularly
to tallk about
important
1Ssucs,

»

Agriculture or Department of Education. Today there
are 15 cabinet departments.
Members of the cabinet have to be approved by

Congress
who have

and who are likely to do a good job.

4

. The president trics to choose men and women
experience connected to their departments

THINKABOUT I'E

Each state also has an executive branch headed by a
governor. Can you name your state’s governor?




VWHO CaN BE
FPRrRESIDENT?

There are not many limits on who can
become president. The Constitution says
that the president must be at lcast 35 years
old, a natural-born ULS, citizen, and a
resident of the United States for at
lcast 14 ycars.

During the country’s early
years, only men who owned
property could become

At age 42, Theodore
Roosevelt was the
}mungest person ever to

become president., J
B




president or even vote,
This is no longer the
casc. Today, almost any
American-born man

or woman can become
president. However, a
person who has been
proved guilty of a felony,
O 4 VCry SCrious crime,
cannot be president,

Hillary Clinton ran
for president in 2008
and almost became the
Democratic Party’s
nominee, or choice.

»»

GHINKABOUT LT

For many decades, women and minorities did
not run for president. They were also kept from
| voting. How has this changed in recent years?




BecomING
PRESIDENT

A president is chosen in an clection held every four years.
There arc usually only two, somctimes three, scrious
candidates in an election. Most voters pick the candidate
from the political party they most agree with. The
Democratic Party and the Republican Party arc the two
major political parties in the United States. Political parties

are groups of people who usually N _
have similar beliefs about the role These SlTpA s polling
of government and how it place are voting in a
should be run. presidential election.

'VOCABULARY,
An is the
process of choosing
someone for public

| office by voting.




The president is not directly elected by individual

voters. Instead, a group called the electoral college elects

the president and the vice president. Electoral college
members usually choose the candidate whe won the
popular vote in their state. Illectoral votes are given to
cach statc based on population.

A candidate can become president without winning
the most states. A candidate can even become president
without winning the popular vote. This happened most

recently in

2000, when

George W ELECTORAL VOTES
Bush lost the qt._ﬂr LOBAMA )
popular vote | wYe - SAEY]
to Al Gore E A\ g——"
but won the |,___‘ T
electoral vote. "OBAMA_sytle] FOMNEY 5T

A map shows which candidate gets
each state’s electoral votes during
the zo12 presidential election.




THE VICE

FPRESIDENT

The president and vice president
are elected together. Each
candidate for president picks

somcone to run as vice president.

Alot of thought goes into
picking the right candidate for
vice president. If the president
dies or resigns, the vice president
becomes president. The vice
president has to be prepared to
lead the nation.

Vice President Lyndon B.

Johnson became president
after the death of John F.

Kennedy.
ﬁ;‘

KENNEDY

FOR PRESIDENT

4 '
JOHNSON

FOR VICE PRESIDENT




THINKABOUT; L'

Vice presidents often run for president later in their
careers. Why would a former vice president make a
good president?

J

The vice president’s only real duty is to serve as the
president of the Scnate. If a Senate vote is tied, the vice
president casts the deciding vote. The vice president
also leads cabinet meetings if the president is away. Vice
presidents do a lot of work with members of Congress to
get laws passed and to support the president.

Vice President
Dick Chencey
(center) meets with
cabinet members
in the Capitol
after he cast a
tie-breaking vote
in the Senate.



INSIDE THE
EXECUTIVE
OFFICE

Besides the cabinet, the president has a staff of people
who offer help and advice. The White House chief of
statf lcads this group.The agencices, or departments, in
the executive office handle many day-to-day tasks that
the president is too busy to

take on. These agencics X _
include the Office R Ccesvithichci\Whice

" | Ilouse chief of staff Denis

President Barack Obama

of Management and

Budgct, the National a unnu%h.

— —

Security Council, and
several others,

The White House
(Office ts also part of
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The White House : \ R
press secretary gives ~
information to reporters
and answers their
questions,

the exccutive office. It is
made up of the president’s

_ personal staff members. This
"  includes adviscrs, cxperts, and
people who help the president
cabinet often focus on communicate wi th Congress.
broad topics. Workers in The people in the exccutive
S et et VA office also talk to reporters at

The members of the

work out the details of press conferences and work
their ideas. How is it with the legislative branch to

useful to have one group get laws passed.
working on smaller points?



"FGF?AFTII\IG
FoLicy

B The president docs not have the power to make laws.
For a law to be made, a member of Congress has to
introduce it as a document called a bill. The president

works with the White House Office and the cabinct

te make suggestions

about the bill. The bill is President Obama signs a

then crafted by Congress. bill into law after it passed
The two houses of in both houses of Congress.

Congress must agree
on the bill and vote
on it. If the bill is
approved, it goes to
the president. The
president then must
decide either to sign




President George
W. Bush explains
the reasons why

he decided to
veto a ball.

the bill or to veto, or block, it. Once it is signed, it
becomes law:

The veto is one of the president’s most powerful
tools for shaping laws. A president can veto any bill.
When a bill is vetoed, Congress can start over by making
a ncw bill, or it may try to fix the bill.

V. OCABULARY:

The is a power described in the Constitution
that allows the president to block bills and other

official acts before they become law.




. ENUMERATED

FPOWERS

The Constitution grants two kinds of powcers to the
president. These are called enumerated and implied
powers. Enumerated powers are those that are mentioned
in the Constitution. They give the president the power

to carry out certain duties. These are the powers to veto

bills, pardon prisoners,

carry out federal laws, and President Gerald Ford issued
command the nation’s a pardon for former president
Richard Nixon after Nixon

stepped down from office.

military Enumerated
powcrs also include
appointing people to
important posts and
justices to the Supreme
Court. The president




can also receive
representatives
from other
nations and
make .
Appointing
Supreme Court
justices is a [ot
like appointing
cabinet
members.
The president wants
qualified candidates
who will do a good
job and who can
be approved by Congress. The president often chooses
justices who share his or her viewpoints and values. They
also should have a solid record for fairncss.

President Obama appointed
Justice Sonia Sotomayor to the
U.S. Supreme Court.

V. OCABULARY.
Treaties




IMPLIED PowERS

Implied powers are
not written in the
Constitution. Instead,
 the wording of the
&9 document suggests
that they are available
| to the president.
Implied means to
express something

in an indircct way.
Implied powers
include organizing

[Tere, men try to avoid
having to become

soldiers during the the executive branch, making
Civil War. President executive orders, and beginning
~ Abrabam Lincolnused  military action.
~ his implied powers to Exccutive orders arc

order men to jointhe | sratements by the president
GRaThE | that must be obeyed like [aws.




In 1957 the Arkansas
governor tried to stop
African American
students from going to
an all-white school in
Little Rock. President
Dwight Eisenhower
used an executive order
to open the school to
the students.

Presidents can use executive orders to make important
decisions without consulting with Congress. Presidents

also sometimes issue executive orders to change the way
earlier bills are enforced, or made effective. Some presidents
have made only a few exceutive orders. Others have issued
thousands.

THINKABOUT LT,
In 1970, President Richard Nixon issued an executive
order to establish the Environmental Protection Agency.
The agency’s job today is to protect the health of people

and the environment by enforcing laws passed by

| Congress. What kind of laws does this agency enforce?




TeERM LiMITS

There are limits to
how long a person
can be president.,
Presidents serve
tour-year stretches
of time called
terms. After the
first four years,
the president can
ran again or step
aside for another
candidate to run.

- Most presidents
The inauguration ceremony for ' who complete their
George Washington's second | first term choose

term as president was held in to run again. A
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.




I'r:

The Constitution limits
presidents to two terms of office.

Why did some lawmakers think
it was important to limit the
president to eight years in power?

o

Only Franklin D. Roosevelt was ever elected to more
than two terms. He was clected to four terms. He was

| president who runs again

and wins is reelected

and serves 2 new term,
Presidents can be elected
to only two terms. This
was not always the case,
and several presidents
have run for more terms.

president from

1932 O 1945,

Franklin Roosevelt
was sworn in for
his fourth term as
president in January
1945.




CHANGING OF
THE GUuARD

When a president’s last term is over, the newly clected
president, or president-elect, takes othee. The president
who is leaving often gives
| E W advice to the president-clect
8B L | before handing the office over.
: The president-elect officially
bccomes president in a ceremony
called the that
takes place on January 20. At the
cvent, the president-clect takes
the oath of office from the

chief justice of the
President George W. Bush met | Supreme Court.
with President-elect Barack In most cases, the
Obama before the start of new president hires an
Obama’s first term. cntircly new statf of

=28




VIOGCABULARY.

inauguration advisers. Cabinet members

are usually replaced with

pcople who share the new
< president’s ideas and views.
Not many cabinet members go on to serve more than
onc president, even if they are from the same political
party. The new cabinet members must be approved by
the Senate in the U.S. Congress.

The new president and vice president will have to
come up with their own plans and course of action, They
also have to build relationships in Congress. They have
four to cight ycars to work with the other branches of
government to keep the country working for the people.

gr 1! Aeeeng fii T [
l“ | y . .

an i i il i .1 During his second

.. | M term in office,

: ' President Obama

gave a speech asking
. Congress to protect
children from being
. hurt by guns.

-
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WEBSITES

Decause of the changing nature of Internet links, Rosen Publishing has developed
an online lisc of websites related o cthe subject of this book. This site is updated
regularly. Please use this link to access the list:

hcepefwwwrosenlinks com/LFOExec




People who give an opinion
0L suggestion to someone about what
should be done.

T choose someone fora
particnlar job or to give someone a
position or duty

A group of people who give
advice to the leader of a government.
Jubs o1 professions that people do
for a long time,
A person of high rank
whe advives 2 leader (such ay the U,
presidencd on important matters.

People who legally belong
to a country and have the rights and
protection of that country:

A svstem of beltefs and lawsy
by which a country or state is governed,
An official paper that gives
informacion about something or thar is
used as proot of something.
‘1o underseand (something) in a
specified way
To give something to someone in an
official way, or to announce something in
2 public or official way

LOSSARY

"The part of government
that uses the U5, Constitution and other
[aws of the .S, government to settle
legal cases.

The part of
government that has the power to
make lawy,

Relating to soldiers or the armed
forees (such as the armv, navy, marines,
anel air force).

Arranged in a group with
leaders and ruley for doing or planning
things.

1o officially say that someone
who is guilty of a crime will be allowed to
go free and will noc be punished.

Having the necessary skill,
experience, or knowledge to do a
particnlar job or activicy:

The state of eing protected or
sate from harm.

The act of carefully
watching someocne or something,
eypecially to prevent or detect 2 crime,
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What |s the Executive Branch?

What |Is the Executive Branch? Jason Porterfield. Let's Find Out!

Government New York, NY: Britannica Educational Publishing with
Rosen Educational Services, 2016. 32 pp.

In this book, readers will learn about the Constitution, checks
and balances, and how the executive branch of government is
organized. The president and vice president's powers are
studied, as well as those of the cabinet and staff who offer
help to the executive office.
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