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JUSTICE FOR ALL

Many children say the Pledge of Allegiance every morning
at school. The last line is “with liberty and justice for all.”
Liberty means treedom, but what does justice mean?
Justice means making sure that laws are interpreted
correctly and that people are treated fairly:

The judicial branch of the United States government is
a system of courts. The courts decide if laws are just and if
people have broken the law: Sometimes people go to court
when laws

are broken.
In the

Lawyers call
witnesses to
help prove
their side of a
case in court. [
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court, lawvers argue two sides
of a storv. A judge watches over
cverything, In some cascs, a jury
decides if a person is guilty or
innocent. In other cases, courts
make decisions about the laws
themselves.

Iiach state has its
own judicial system.
Above that is the federal
court system. The
federal courts handle
legal cases that affect the
national government.
The most powertul court
in the country is the
Supreme Court.

V.OCABULARY;
The

government is the
national government.

The Supreme Court
meets in this building in
Washington, D.C.




THE CONSTITUTION

* ® 3 BRANCHES of GOVERNMENT * *

"CG nstitutio ||

When the United States
was being formed,

its lcaders wrotc a
document to spell out
how its government

\;mmm a:: would work. This
fpest %:; B (s document is called
BISHEEED SRRIEN the Constitution. The
—— 7 S e Constitation calls for
l N k . three equal branches
Each branch of the of federal government:

tederal government has

cxccutive, legislative,
its own role,

and judicial. The leader
of the executive branch

is the president. The House of Representatives and the
= Senate make up the legislative branch.




The judicial
branch uses the US.
Constitution and
other laws of the
U.S. government
to settle cases.

It can also strike

down a law passed
- by Congress if the

President Barack Obama Supreme Court

nominated Patricia Ann Millett = declares that it

to be a federal judge in 2013.

goes against the
Constitution. If
the president makes an order that is unconstitutional, the
Supreme Court can stop that, too.

The other branches have some power over the
judicial branch. The president nominates, or proposes,
all federal judges. The nominees then have to be
approved by the Senate.




Lower CourRTs

More than 300 million people live in the United States.
The Supreme Court cannot possibly decide all of the
cases that need to be heard. The lower courts do much
of the work of the judicial branch.
District courts
are the lowest level
of tederal courts.
There are 94 of
these courts in
_ _ | the United States.
These arc scparated
1Nto 12 groups,
called circuits.
Aperson who
loses acaseina
district court can
the decisionina

— —— —

Thjs district court in Whitce

— Plains, New York, is part of : -
5= the Second Circuit. court of appeals. There are




The judges on a pancl work together to make decisions,
using their combined knowledge and experience.

12 of these courts, onc for cach circuit. Pancls, or groups,

of judges usually hear cases in courts of appeals. They have
the power to overturn, or

V.OCABULARY . undo, the judgments of

the lower courts.
appeal

| g
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THE SUPREME

The Supreme Court is the
highest court in the United
States. The nine judges on
the Supreme Court are called
justices. The leader is called
the chief justice. The others
are associate justices. When
the justices decide a case,
each person has an equal say.
Sorme of their decisions are
very close, with five members
voting one way and four voting
the other way.

| John Roberts was appointed
the Supreme Court’s chief
justice in 20043,
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[ {‘ The Supreme Court building was
_| designed by Cass Gilbert, It was
built between 1931 and 1935.

The Supreme Court meets in its
own building. It is in Washington,
D.C. The building is four stories

tall. It has large columns at
the front entrance. The words
“Equal Justice Under Law” are
carved over the entrance.

I'r:

Having nine justices means
there is never a tie when
they make a decision. If
there were an even number

of justices, how would they
| break a tie?




Anyﬂne may visit the courtroom when it is in session, It
is open to the public.

The Supreme Court building has offices tor the
justices, called . There are also spaces for
other people vo work. A library is on the third floor. The
court hears cases in the courtroom. This has a high desk

| where the justices sit. There are special seats for guests
W of the court as well.
- .

e




V. OCABULARY:
Chambers

The justices need many
people to help them run the
court. They arc called court
officers. The court clerk keeps
track of the calendars and
schedules. The court marshal
is responsible for security, as
well as keeping the court on
time. The marshal uses colored
signals to tell lawyers when
their time is up. Librarians,
lawyers, and computer officers
also help the Supreme Court.
The justices choose the court
officers.

The public
information officer
makes information
about the court
available to the public.




CHoosiNnG JUDGES

The president of the United States nominates all
tederal judges. The president picks a person who

has excellent knowledge of the law. Most presidents
choose nominees who think like they do or whom they
have worked with before.

Senators asked Elena Kagan questions from June
28 to 30, 2010, On August 5, she was confirmed as a
Supreme Court justice.

14




After the president
nominates a person, the
Scnate must approve
that choice. First, a
small group, called
a committecc, has a
hearing. Committee

A

b I , Two days after her confirmation,
MEMDETS 255 G Elena Kagan was swornin as a

about their thoughts Supreme Court justice.
on the law After the l

committee votes on the nominee, the whole Senate
votes. A nomince must gain at least 51 votes from the 100
senators in order to become a judge.

How state court judges are selected varies from state
to statc. In somce statces, judges are clected. In others,
the governor or a legislative committee appoints judges.
Appointed judges generally need voter approval to keep
their jobs.

(EOMPARE C'ONTRA

In Maine, the governor appoints state court
judges. In Ohio, they are elected. What are

| the advantages of each system?
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FEDERAL COURTS
AND STATE CoOuRTS

Different kinds of
cascs arce tried in
federal courts than
In. state courts.
Cascs that deal
with whether a law
is permitted by

the Constitution
are tried in federal
court. So are

Federal and state

- giaE ff‘?lﬁz’w disputes between states. Federal courts
Hmly:lﬂt ¢ q hear all cases.
Sa1me e85 A1 5 g

Most criminal cases, such as robbery
procedures. ‘

cascs, arc tricd in state courts. Family law
cases, such as those about divorces and
adoptions, also take place in state courts. State courts deal

16

A
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Family court judges also rule on how children will
divide their time between divorced parents.

”I' "'m
ll‘ lII

with personal injury cases, as well as with cases involving
the wills ot people who have :
died. The ruling of a state trial || VOCABULARY,

court can be appealed to a People or businesses
higher state court. A decision that are deep in
from the highest state court debt can declare

can be appealed to the UL S. to get
Supreme Court. |
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DeciDing Cases

While judges decide some
lower-court cases, juries
decide others. During a trial,
jury members listen carefully
to the arguments that each
side’s lawyers make. Then
the jury discusses the case

in private until all of the
members agree on a decision
in the case.

In Supreme Court cases,
therc arc no witnesscs and
there is no jury After lawyers
for both sides make their

arguments, the justices mect

John Marshall Harlan (right)
was an associate justice on the
Supreme Court in the late 1800s.

in private to make a decision. A majority of the justices must
agree before the court can make its decision.




EOMPAREJANDICONERAST

People on a jury must all agree on a decision. The
Supreme Court can disagree when it makes a
decision. What are the advantages of each method?

One justice writes a statement called an opinion
to explain the decision. Justices who disagree with
the decision can write
their own opinions, which
are called dissenting
opinions. Judges on lower
courts often use Supreme
Court opinions to decide
later cases.

Lawyers have an
hour to present their
side of a case to the
Supreme Court.
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KEY SUPREME
CouRT
DECISIONS

The Supreme Court hears many cases. The most
important of these have become known as landmark
cases. The decisions that came from these cases changed
American history.

One famous

Supreme Court justices serve example of a landmark
until they die or retire. case is Marbury v.

—_
!




James Madison was part

of President Thomas
Jefferson’s cabinet when he
was named in Marbury v

Madison,

Madison, a case from 1803,
The Constitution does not
cxplain how to determine if a
law that Congress has passed
goes against the Constitution. 11
Chief Justice John Marshalls =~ . e e sar
decision in Marbury v e ST e
Muadison stated that this is the
Supreme Court’s job. It set a precedent that the Supreme
Court would decide whether laws were constitational or
not. This power is called judicial review:

V.OCABULARY.
A sets an example for how

things will be done in the future.
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“Separate but equal” schools, restrooms, and train
cars for blacks and whites were legal at one time in
the United States.

Plessy v. Ferguson was another famous Supreme
Court decision. It allowed for segregation, or the forced
scparation of blacks and whitcs in public places. Homer
Plessy was part white and part black. Plessy was arrested
____ when he refused to ride in a train car set aside for
S African Americans. He appealed his casc all the way to




q THINK ABOUT,I'T;

The Supreme Court went against one of its own

rulings. Is it a good idea for the government to
| admit when it is wrong and change its mind?

J

the Supreme Court. Plessy argued that separate cars for
African Americans and whites were unconstitutional. The
court disagreed with him.

Alater court reversed that decision. It decided that
segregation was wrong. In Brown v. Board of Education of
Topeka, it ruled that having separate schools for white
and African Amecrican children was unconstitutional.
That led to other
courts ruling against
unfair laws.

When Linda Brown
was not allowed to
go to this school for
white children, her
parents took their
case to the Supreme
Court and won,




FaMOus SUPREME
CourTtT JusTICES

All Supreme Court justices have done
important things, but there are a few
who stand out. One is John Marshall.
Marshall was the fourth chief justice
of the Supreme Court. He served
for 34 ycars, longer than anyonc
else. Before joining the court,
he had served in his state
legislature, tin Congress, and
as . His
furst important case was

John Marshall heard more
<4 | than 1,000 cases during his
' time on the Supreme Court.




Tor many years, Thurgood
Marshall worked for the
NAACP, a civil rights group.

Marbury v. Madison. This
changed how the court works,
giving it more power than it
had beftore.

Thurgood Marshall was
the first African American
justice on the Supreme Court.
Before he was on the court, he argued cases before the court
as a lawyer. His early work included his winning argument
in the casc of Brown v Board of Education of Topeka. He was a
strong supporter of equal rights for all US, citizens. In 1967

he was appointed to

V.OGCABULARY the court. He served
for 24 years before
retiring.

secretary of state




After retiring, Sandra Day
O’Connor wrote several books,
including one about the history
of the Supreme Court.

The first woman to
serve as a Supreme Court
justice was Sandra Day
O’Connor. She joined the
court in 1981. Very few
women were lawyers or
judges when she graduated
from law school. She
worked her way up in
government. She served as
a lawmaker and a judge in
Arizona.

Sonia Sotomayor is the
first Hispanic justice, as
well as the third woman,




Sonia Sotomayor was
President Barack
Obama’s first Supreme
Court nominee.

to serve on the
Supreme Court. She
had been a district-
court judge in New
York. Later, she
became a judge for
an appeals court. She
was confirmed as a

justice in 2009,

THINK A'BOUT LT
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(SUARANTEEING
JuUusTICE

Every year, the Supreme Court hears cascs about
important issues. The court’s decisions can affect every
American, While the decisions of lower courts may not
have the same sweeping impact, they have a huge effect
on the lives of the people involved in each case.

The judicial branch has an important joh. Though our
country has gotten better at treating its people fairly; the
judicial branch must always watch out for the people.
It must make sure that anybody

People protest in
front of the Supreme
Court. The court’s

decisions can cause

___great changes,
—




This statue, called Contemplation of Justice, sits
outside of the Supreme Court building.

—_—

who is accused of a crime gets a fair trial. Settling disputes
between people fairly is another part of the judicial branch’s
job, as is making sure that our laws are in keeping with the

Constitution, which guarantees justice and freedom for all.

How are the roles of the Supreme Court and the

| lower courts different? How are they alike?
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Officially names.
Approved.
1 Laving to o with things that
are against the law:

Disagreements about matrters.

Made up of things or prople
who are different from cach othern
An official paper relied
on s the basis, proot, or support of
somcthing.
Vored into oftice.
Promiscs to provide,
Explained the meaning of
somcthing.
A group of people who make «
decision in# legal case,
Liair treatment, in parricular faic
trearment under the law

A development that marks a
turniny point,
A number grearer than half,
Chooses someonc tor a job,
pusition, office, or so forth.

A formal statement by a
judyge or court, cxplaining the reasons
a decision was made according to
the law.

Things that a person is or should
be morally or legally allowed to have,
zet, or do.

An official decision made by a
juelge ur other auchorry.

The hearing of @ casc tn court.
People whe make
statements in court about what they
know or have seen.
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