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The great person is one who does not lose his childlike heart.

—Mencius

Is not the character of every epoch revived, perfectly true to nature, in the
child’s nature? Why should the childhood of human society, where it had
obtained is most beautiful development, not exert an external charm as
an age that will never return? There are ill-bred children and precocious

children.

—Karl Marx, Grundrisse
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Preface

n the 1970s and 1980s Communist China opened its doors to the United

States, Upon reentering China for the first time in decades, Americans

marveled at the distinctiveness of ordinary life in the People’s Feepub-
lic (PR.C). For example, educational psychologists enthusiastically reported
that preschool children demonstrated Communist visions of justice.' Many
were impressed with “how social restraint and amity are achieved so early
and so generally” among Chinese children.” Because “the main purpose
of the créches and kindergartens is socialization, rather than the develop-
ment of individual capabilities.” school plays, songs, and textbooks tanght
children to cooperate as comrades.” In the 19805 many American experts
explained eady childhood socialization in China by pointing eicther to comi-
munism or to deeply rooted Confucianism?

At this time, my family was among the first to benefit from cross-cultural
exchange in the normalization of relations between the United Stares and
China. My father, 2 China historian, had received grants from both the
Fulbright Foundation and the American Academy of Sciences’ Commit-
tee for Scholarly Communication with the PRC. With these grants, we
spent two vears in Beijing. My older brother attended the elementary
school, and I attended the preschool, attached to Peking University in the
early 1980s.

Preschool regulations governed my small world, and [ brought those

rules home. For example, as a preschooler walking on the streets of Beijing, [

[ ]
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ordered nw family to march in a line according to height—it simply fol-
lowed that, as the smallest, I was of course also fist. There we were: a tod-
dler at the helm, leading a green-eved boy, 2 Chinese American woman, and
a blue-eyed American man. Passing us, a bicyelist once flipped over his bike,
Liughing uncontrollably. No doubt we were a strange sight.

When ULS, experts toured Chinese classrooms, they often watched kin-
dergartners perform plays about fairness, sharing, and justice. | absorbed
these lessons and took them with me to Taiwan when we visited my grand-
mother. Years after Mao Zedong died, [ echoed the lines, “I'll tell Chair-
man Mao on vou!"—I was threatening to report a bully. Of course, those
words assumed special meaning because thar lictle “reactionary™ was on a
Tairanese plaveround. My grandmother, amused, repeated the story.

Such stories inevitably raise questions while both challenging and rein-
forcing assumptions. When children speak politically, we can reflect on our
assumptions that children are innocent and ignorant of the world. It also
becomes more obwious, in those sitnations, that we need to examine more
closely our preconceptions about authentic political action as slogans are
repeated, mimicked, and performed.

Similar stories are preserved in archives. In the Beijing Municipal
Avrchives, | opened a set of files, written by kindergarten staff and admin-
istrators in the eardy 1950s, reporting on the behavior of children. They
recounted children surpasing teachers at classroom management by exert-
ing peer pressure. [f one child began to wander away from the marching
line, for example, the remainder would quip, “Liccle ducky fell our of line! ™
And the errant child would return. Similarly, kindergartners sometimes
sat in a circle to criticize and reform the behavior of misbehaving class-
mates. Taking charge of the curriculum through commitree work, the chil-
dren in these reports infused science lesons with political slogans, which
they drafted and revised collectively. Then they returned home to instruct
their parents. Unencumbered by the influences of feudal “Old China,” kin-
dergartners led the vanguard of communisim.

To what degree cana historian trust such stories to represent the authen-
tic voices of children? After all, teachers—especially holdovers from pre-
vious regimes—have been known to obfuscate their resistance to top-down
policy directives such as in Nazi and Communist Germany, as well as in
the United States.* During the socialist transformation of China, privace-
school teachers may have downplaved their own responsibility by high-
lighting the agency of their students. They certainly emphasized children’s
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revolutionary behavior to a degree that sometimes even surprised munici-
pal bureaucrats, as shown by the overseers’ question marks in the margins
of the archives.” And yvet my own personal experiences—and those of
others—encouraged me to believe that such stories were also not purely
fictional.

In the course of my research, | have enjoyed discussions with multiple
generations of Chinese people who have shared with me their stories about
kindergarten. Some of these stories were very similar to mine and were
also told in a bemused way by adults enchanted with the incongruence of
childhood innocence and adult politics. Other people felt hurt by what they
now consider the imprint of political manipulation.” This range reflects a
diversity of experiences among people who learned to embrace particular
social identities in the political life of China over the course of its history.

Especially given my own place of privilege as an American guest in Chi-
nese society, | do not attempt to reconstruct the subjectivities of Chinese
individuals. This book is about the discursive construction of modern child-
hood and the institutional mechanisnis used to construct it; it is not a social
history of demographical changes among Chinese children, nor is it an
anthropological study of children’s perspectives. Because this book exam-
ines the efforts of adults on behalf of children, my methodology sometimes
results in privileging top-down perspectives over the voices of children
themselves.

This study offers instead historical context for the early childhood edu-
cation in socialist China that might have eluded ULS. experts who visited
China in the 1980s. ULS. experts, of course, approached their task through
the lens of established disciplines and professions. And [ had, over the vears,
invested meaning in my early experiences in a rather desultory and discon-
nected way. Fesearch for this book has transformed my recollections into
historicized appreciation of the particularity of those distinct moments
when I happened to be a child in the system. Family conversations mean-
while have oriented miy research into a vast and open-ended subject that
could have gone in many directions.

Thanks to my grandmother, for example, [ can envision Chinese women
donating money and clothing to poor children in an effort to save the
nation. Born in 1908, my grandmother attended Ginling Women's Col-
lege, where she was exposed to classes on child study and home econom-
ics. As Christians, my maternal grandparents attended church in Shanghai
and heard the call to donate to children’s charities. In 1940 they bought
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Republic of China (ROC) war bonds, dusty tickets still molding in our
closet. In other words, they invested in a new vision of patriotic philan-
thropy—a vision that was deeply connected to the idea of caring for Chi-
na's children in order to improve China’s future.

Ultimately, I believe, it was that historical investment in the importance
of childhood that eventually allowed me, 2 a child, to feel so empowered
to regulate the norms of the plavground. 1 could even report a bully to the
utmost {deceased) political leader in China.

Thus this book has two somewhat contradictory premises: that child-
hood, as a construct, is inherently tied to the politics of particular histori-
cal eras; and that certain childrearing practices and institutions continue
across regimes, On the one hand, this book contexmalizes childhood in
the Mationalist era, to show that Western-style “sentimental™ childhood
was every bit as much a political construct as Communists later claimed.
In other words, Chinese child experts had intended to conduct scientific
research but had alo been motivated by important civic goals. Certainly,
child welfare proponents justified their actions through nationalistic goals,
especially during wartime. Their actions helped to push changes in stare-
society relations, on the basis not simply of a priori biology but of new
political circumstances. People assume that their own construction of child-
hood is natural only becanse they cannot see outside of its parameters; they
may be confronted with the social construction of childhood on witnessing
other cultuml examples® On the other hand, 1 also argue that there are
long-term legacies that endured regarding the significance of childhood in
China. Chinese reformers introduced modern childhood to the Chinese
public and helped to establish and popularize preschools and kindergartens
in the Manjing decade. It was only after urban parents entrusted their chil-
dren to such institutions that the state could assume a greater degree of

control over schools and, through them, children.
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Republic of China

Shanghai Federation of Charity Organizations
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United Service to China

Women's Advisory Council

The Romanization system pinpin is used for Chinese characters, except

in the following cases: Chiang Kai-shek (rather than Jiang Jieshi) and
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[ntroduction

n the wake of the Sputnik crisis, one man remembers, “my parents,
like the rest of America, were terrified,” marching their sons into the
living room to tell them, “You boys are going to study math and sci-
ence so we can beat the Soviets!™ He now comments, “And [ thought that
was 2 lot of pressure to put on a six-year-old.”™ Even with the passing of
the Cold War, American anxiety over childhood education has persisted
and evolved. Whether the Soviet Union in the 19505, Japan in the 1980s,
or China in the 2010, international competitors are held as standards that
indicate domestic failures but also, even more fundamentally, as threats to
the American way of life. Many worry that oeerschooling, now ubiquitous
among elites, threatens the ideal of 2 carefree childhood.” Upper-class “heli-
copter parents” hover over their broods, shuffled from piano lesons to
soccer practice to Mandarin tutoring.! Americans often assume that they
need o compete against Asian or Asian American “riger mothers,” who
even more relentlesly push their young children to ever more preco-
cious standards of success.” According to Paula Fass, Amy Chua'’s didactic
memoir Barile Hymn of a Tiger Mother “hit a very sensitive nerve™ in a
period of unprecedented global competition and U.S. decline as a world
superpower.”
A little over a century ago, this situation was entirely reversed when
China faced its own kind of Sputnik moment. Unmoored from its former

dominance in East Asia, China surrendered to Western powers after the
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Opium Wars (1839-1842 and 1856-1860). Because the Qing dvnasty relin-
quished sovereign control over settlements in major treaty ports, the
Treaty of Manjing in 1842 marked the beginning of what many called
“China’s century of humiliation.”” To borrow Maoist terminology, “semi-
colonial, semifendal™ treaty ports gave Western powers multiple footholds
into exploiting China’s inland territories. As so often is the case today,
reformers looked to childhood education as an instrument of national
survival. But they rarely praised overschooling or tiger mothers; instead,
childhood creativity was, at that dme, beginning to be “viewed as the
source of American competitive strength ™

Childhood creativity was also validated by the emerging field of child
study. Around the world, child experts founded academic centers and
advocated for child protective legislation in the eady decades of the twen-
tieth century. Countering critiques that child study was a soft discipline,
they established scientific credentials as authoritative experts who brought
laboratory inspection to childrearing: they instructed mothers who had
previously inherited grandmothers’ traditional practices within the home.
Child experts directed the proper binlogical development of children through
the appropriate material conditions. For example, Mark Jones shows that,
at the turn of the century, Japanese child experts asserted themselves as
public intellectuals guiding children’s displays in new department stores.”
Exagperating the break between tradition and modernity, they often referred
simply to “childhood™; | employ the term “modern childhood™ to demar-
cate notions that more specifically gained traction in the early twentieth
century. In part because this particular formulation of childhood seemed
so modern, commentators often evaluated children to compare national
progress around the world—the healthier and happier the children, cthe
better the prospects for the nation-state.

There was still, however, tension between health and happiness. As Ann
Hulbert notes in the ULS. case, child experts vacillated berween “hard”
discipline and “soft” sentimentalismi—two interconnected pillars of mod-
ern childhood: the science of informed childrearing and the sentiment of
childhood innocence We may think of this as the relationship between
enlightenment (e.g., researching biological knowledge) and enchantment
(e.g., celebrating childhood innocence). This duality intersected in inter-
esting ways with another tension in the history of Chinese education—
that between scientific expertise and political loyalty, culminating in

struggles over “Red vs, expert™ in Mao Zedong’s China. Contextualizing

[2] IMNTRODUCTIOMN
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these debates within the global rise of child experts, we mav embed the
category of scientific expertise within the framework of professionalizing
career opportunities, not only for child experts (pften men but increasingly
women) but also for female teachers, nurses, philanthropists, and social
workers; this process of professionalization often relied on new academic
credentials that recognized the study of childhood as a science, while also
sometimes challenging the applicability of Western models. We may ako
contex tualize the drive for political lovalty within a framework of indigeniz-
ing global trends to meet Chinas material needs—a complex process that
elevated the political status of childhood but often for the instrumental pur-
poses of the state. Far from simple dichotomies, these dual considerations
were deeply intertwined in 2 modern state based on both the “enlighten-
ment” of modernizing projects and the “enchantment™ of civic values.
These terms will take on more specific meaning in context, but it is impor-
tant to note, briefly, that these dynamics complicated the advocacy for
modern childhood in China.

Viviana Zelizer helpfully defined modern, sentimental childhood as
protected, educated, and valued—so much so that children become “price-
less” rather than economically productive " But we need not adhere too
rigidly to that high standard when we consider the larger international con-
texct of instrumentalizing childhood to evaluate and advance national moder-
nity. Chinese politicians and social workers signaled their sentimental
value of childhood through many terms, from “happiness”™ {xingfu; also
well-being, welfare) to “innocence™ (Hanzhen) o “blamelesness™ (wuon).
The samie people also propagated slogans to emphasize the national impor-
tance of children as “seeds of the nation,” “future leaders,” and the “life
veins of the folk.” Paradoxically, the instrumentalization of children was
deeply tied to the protection of childhood. Like Sabine Friihstiick in her
study of Japan, I show that a modern, sentimental childhood was condu-
cive to fostering national discipline, but my focus is less on military
order than on the notion of childhood as an investment in the nation’s
future.”

This book tells the story of the Chinese adaptation of modern child-
hood, focusing in particular on the Mational Child Welfare Asociation
{NCWA) as an institution that established programs and brought together
many actors, with sometimes conflicting and evolving assumptions about
how best to protect and educate Chinese children. The NCWA served a

range of underage children in different capacities, but to unearth their
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approaches to childhood, | focus especially on new theories about early
childhood education (from infancy toabout seven years), especially in kin-
dergartens.” As Helen May, Baljit Kaur, and Larry Prochner argue in their
history of British colonialism, eardv childhood education has often been
marginalized in scholarship, despite its vital importance to missionary and
colonial projects.” In this introduction [ will first outline the historical
background that lent weight to the political struggle to shape early child-
hood education, as well as the social spaces that provided arenas for exper-
imenting with new paradigms to increase the significance of childhood in
Chinese society. This context indicates the importance of childhood
in modern Chinese history and situates the NCWA within a larger spec-
trum of concerned civic actors.

Historical Background: Struggles to Control Childhood

In the nineteenth century missionaries provided education in colonies
around the world as 2 means of inculcating discipline within larger empires,
Mot a full colony, China nevertheless resisted the introduction of colonial
education, especially for the very yvoung In treaty ports, misionaries
clashed with Chinese over the control of children. Famously, in the 1870s
rioters in Tianjin accused Catholic nuns of kidnapping infants to canni-
balize during the Eucharist.” These rumors were based on high infant
death rates, which Fuma Susumu estimates at as much as 50 percent, in
nineteenth-century foundling homes '™ Chinese parents also intuited the
high stakes of relinquishing control over children’s tastes and predisposi-
tions when they condemned cthe “slave education” of mision schools,
where Chinese children dressed and behaved like “little foreign devils.””
These suspicions anticipated scholarly critiques of colonial education,
which subordinated and refashioned colonized subjects in terms of both
academic knowledge and social behavior! Social mimicry seemed to por-
tend the loss of China’s cultural heritage. Examining the aftermath of the
Tianjin uprising, Angela Leung persnasively argues, “Indeed the estab-
lishment of native foundling homes was no longer simply a manifestation
of compassion, but was now seen by the authorities as an essential political

measure to counter imperialism,™

Western imperialism pushed early
childhood education, especially in the form of welfare, as a social engi-

neering project for political purposes.
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Protestant Encounters with Confucian Family Education

Mineteenth-century Protestant missionaries (especiallv nonconformists
independent of the state) presented themselves not as handmaidens of colo-
nialism but as saviors of children around the world.™ They condemned
the veneration of Confucius, in private schools called sishu, as pagan
worship in violation of the first commandment. Although missionaries
frequently misunderstood Confucianism, their critiques bequeathed a leg-
acy, as Lydia Liu argues, for Chinese revolutionaries to reject Confician
traditions.” For the purposes of this book, it is useful to outline missionary
views on three interrelated issues: academic pressure, child health, and
family education, especially for girls. By arguing that academic demands
and parental pressure unduly burdened small children, missionaries implic-
itly advocated for China to introduce modern childhood.

Upon encountering a civilization deeply steeped in learning, Protestant
educational missionaries were ina strange position of criticizing China for
overschooling. On the “Children’s Page™ of the North Cling Miszion, one
pastor warned English children that the rigors of Chinese schooling dwarfed
English boys trivial complaints about homework. In part chastising Eng-
lish children, he described Chinese education: boys spent long days mem-
orizing Classics, “just as an English bov might be required to commit to
memory a paragraph of Virgil, repeating every word accurately, [but] with-
out the slightest idea of the meaning or of the structure of the language. ™™
A Chinese pupil as young as six stood with hisback to the teacher, his body
swaying as he recited a text.™ Academic pressure weighed down small bod-
ies. Westerners invented images of the stooped Confucian scholar as the
“sick man of Asia.”* {This is not a completely fair characterization, as
Leung notes, in terms of clissroom chores as a form of “physical exercise
for the pupils,” but Westerners would advance their own political and moral
values through sports.®)

From a Western perspective, memorization resulted in mimicry rather
than true understanding—a distinction that, as Sanjay Sech argues, helped
colonizers distingunish Western learning as universal truth. ™ Protestant mis-
stonaries observed that in traditional Chinese dassmooms, “the pupils study
out loud, and all separately, quite independent of one another, and with-
out being organized into clisses.™” They also considered this an antisocial

process. As John Cleverley notes, missionaries introduced grade levels to
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encourage school lovalty among cohorts of classmates.™ According to
Philippe Ariés, developmental “grammars” {textbooks based on incremen-
tal learning across grade levels) had provided an institutional basis for dis-
ciplining children according to age ™ Some missionaries probably supposed
they were accomplishing the same feat in China, but, since at least the Song
dynasty, Chinese educators had imparted literacy acquisition to yvoung stu-
dents through primers for “minor learning,” which began with rhyming
“three-character” formulations and then graduated to more difficult texts
of “greater learning.” Chinese educators recognized that young children
enjoved a special capacity for memorization, and older children wielded
greater interpretive powers. Far from insensitivity to age distinctions, they
had long wilored learning to children’s capacities at particular ages.™

Although many simply acquired basic literacy, the Clasics formed the
basis of the curriculum as well as the civil service examination system,
which qualified men to become officials.™ As competition for civil service
exams intensified with the burgeoning population in the late imperial era,
elite boys began learning roughly one vear eadier with the passing of every
century and a half.” Pregnant women read the Classics aloud not only to
help shape the morality of their children, but also in hopes the cadence
of the words would someday resonate with their future sons.™ Fetal edu-
cation may have given some boys 2 competitive edge, but Limin Bai shows
that elites were beginning to reexamine childhood education by the late
Qing.™ Chinese elites understood the negative effects of studying to the
test.”* Intense competition obscured genuine love of learning that,
Thomas H. C. Lee demonstrates, was central to the Confucian tradition .
Scholars like Michael Puett are now rechiming Confucian practices of self-
inspection, and Erin Cline shows that Confucian principles are still usefil
today for fostering positive family bonds. Social relationships provided
appropriate contexts for personal self cultivation, which began with “fam-
ily education™ in the home, for children before the age of seven sui {(roughly
six years of age).™

Since early imperial China, classicists had taught children to obey their
fathers with the same reverence that officials served the emperor. Michael
Mylan demonstrates that, as early as the Han dynasty, officials rewarded
filial obedience and selflessness with political recognition and opportuni-
ties for imperial service.™ In times of crisis in China, when the followers
of the Confucian tradition lost ground to Huang-Lao Daoism or to Bud-

dhism, Confucians survived by reatfirming family values. As scholars such
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as Patricia Ebrey and Bettine Birge have shown, the contours, practices,
and norms of Chinese families changed significantly over time, in con-
junction with demographic, social, and political factors* But the political
significance of the family perhaps only waxed alongside the increasing
power of the court over its Confucian officials. Family roles were often
analogized and extrapolated w state-sociery relations berween “parent-
officials” and the people as “children.” In long-standing metaphorical con-
nections between family education and pelitical authority, according to
Jesse Lutz, Protestant missionaries perceived a submission to despotism.*

Among the strongest arguments against Confucianism was its mistreat-
ment of women. Missionaries often blamed patriarchal order for Chinese
resistance to conversion.” They pointed to Qing laws grantng fachers
authority to punish and even execute adult children.* One misionary
reported that in China, “men are at liberty even to sell their wives and
daughters to obtain money for opium, or to pay their gambling debts, Pic-
ture it! Ponder it! Pray over it! And think—do they not need ust”* In
contrast, Johanna Fansmeier argues that Chinese families needed these
strategies to survive fimine or, in times of plenty, two acquire labor, in the
form, for instance, of an adopted future danghter-in-law* As Westerners
moved further away from agrarian society in which the family operated as
2 unit of economic production, it became harder for them o accept the
umsentimental treatment of children as objects of exchange ¥ Worse still
was outright discarding of newborn daughters, which missionaries under-
stood as endemic to the Confucian directive to bear sons for ancestor
worship. Michelle King demonstrates that missionaries misinterpreted
Confucian moral injunctions against infanticide out of context to overstate

the practice and thereby exaggerate the need for missions to rescue aban-
doned babies

Mission Schools as Charity and Indoctrination

Missionaries often operated schools as a form of child welfare. In the nine-
teenth century missionaries subsidized tition to attract students, espe-
cially girls*” As a Christian Chinese teacher explained to Western readers
in 1932: “When they first started the work [of educational missions,| che
method, by which they persuaded students to enter the schools, was to

promise to furnish all the personal needs [such| as clothes, room, board
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and books and sometimes something extra. The parents took this oppor-
tunity tosend their children to school, purposely for material benefic.™ It
was 2 worthwhile investment. Missionaries presented girls” schools as an
opportinity to reform the Chinese family from within. In 1868 one mis-
sionary wrote, “Woman in China, as everywhere else in this fallen world,
is the foster mother of religion and of religions ideas™ Mision girls became
“cultural hybrids ™ Missionaries commented, “The contrast between the
home of 2 woman brought up in a Christian school and that of one trained
after the Chinese fashion is wonderful!™ Christian brides brought the
Gospel home®

After the Reeformation, Christians had fostered internalized sectarian-
ism in children from a young age. Philip Greven argues that this was espe-
cially true for Protestants, who prioritized personal faith over rital efficacy.™
Whatever the intentions of colonizers to exploit rather than uplift local
populations, missionaries had a greater imperative to shape children’s per-
sonal subjectivity.® Westerners generally misinterpreted Chinese ways of
being, especially, in the words of one Western observer, the “blank, dead-
wall Chinese stolidicy™ cultivated by Cheng-Zhu Confucian injunctions
to extinguish budding emotion at its root.™ Instead, missionaries praised
Chinese children for expressing affection and interpreted such behavior
as “not merely book-reading, burt as characterbuilding”™ Misionaries hoped
to raise Chinese children with “high moral and religions tone” rather than
just the trappings of Western culture. Yet, as Julia Stone shows in the case
of German foundling homes, missionaries unintentionally Westernized Chi-
nese children, sometimes to the point that they could not cook rice for their
mothers-in-law.™ At stake was not merely China’s culinary culture but
rather the social identity and political loyalty of children—and also, more
fiundamentally, an indictment of the Qing dvnasty’s inability to care for its
own people.

Henrierta Harrison discerns in nineteenth-century mission charities the
deep roots of the nongovernmental organization (NGO Niall Ferguson
even describes missions as “Victorian NGOs™ with a “self-consciously
modernizing project.”™ Critics note that Ferguson understates the impor-
tance of evangelism in this assesment.™ Seen in a different light, these roots
point to inherent problems with even the most localized {and well-
intentioned) transnational aid programs today, which sometimes suppress
local economies.™ Historically, transnational charity was also complicated.

As Shirley Ye shows, early twentieth-century charities drew contributions
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from bankers and engineers as well as Christians and Buddhists and may
genuinely be seen as precursors to postwar ULS. developmental aid.” Chart-
ing the secularization of “proto-nongovernmental organizations” in the
1930k, Margherita Zanasi notes the difficulties of differentiating between
“missionaries and ‘experts’ "—especially in cases of liberals influenced by
the Social Gospel™ Even with the emergence of transnational aid and
developmental experts, there was significant institutional and personnel
continuity in child welfare across the first half of the twentieth century. In
other words, scientific expertise alone did not secularize charity. As was
the case ekewhere, it was often exposure to, and coopertion with, gov-
ernments that eroded the autonomy of charities, muting their religious
distinctiveness.™

Late Cing Reformers

In a manner similar to unearthing the deep roots of transnational devel-
opment in nineteenth-centry Christian charities, scholars such as Mer-
edith Woo-Cumings trace the early emergence of “the East Asian
developmental state™ in response to Western imperialisn1.”™ This framework
highlights the complex intellecmal contributions of social elices toward the
foundation of the developmental state, which invests heavily in modern
economic programs to spur growth, In the crucible of clashes over West-
ern imperialism, a heavy strain of social Darwinism pervaded experiments
for educating girls and young children. As James Pusey notes, national
extinction loomed so heavily that Yan Fu {(1854—-1921) introduced and prop-
agated social Darwinism. Inspired by Yan Fu's recommendation to amass
individual strength for national wealth and power, Liang Qichao {I873—
1929) promoted girls” education as a venue to improve childrearing and
even, through physical education, childbearing.™ He saw in malleable
childhood the opportunity to raise the level of a “childish™ citizenry in
the face of national extinction.” {In this manner, children were perhaps
“linked to the survival of entire nations™ earlier in China than in Europe.™)
Intellectuals, independent of the state, thus envisioned individuals as con-
tributing to the wealth and power of the nation. The urgency of these edu-
cational experiments increased along with the Qing’s military defeats and
economic decline. In the first decade of the twentieth century, the Qing

dynasty encouraged the establishment of new schools.™ Lovalists like Yan
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Niu {1860-1929) established girls’ schools and new institutions for eady
childhood education in service to the authoritarian state. Such changes
were so dynamic that, according to Elizabeth VanderVen, the late Qing
transformation eclipsed later educational reforms in the twentieth century.™

Perhaps the most important development was in the realm of experimen-
tation 25 the basis for new institutions. In her history of kindergartens, Mech-
thild Leutner observes a shift from theoretical models to experimental praxis
in the context of the social and political struggles emerging from the late
Qing.™ Consequently, schools increasingly became centers that pub-
lished information about pedagogical practices. For example, the Shanghai
Kindergarten Society, established in the late Qing, sent Wu Zhuzhe to
Japan for furcher study. The influx of scientific thinking rransformed prac-
tices into skills, accredited in normal schools to train voung women. The
increased demand for trained governesses may have been tied to uncer-
tainty about the cultural capital necessary for upward mobility in the wake
of the abolition of the examination system in 195—which, as Wen-hsin
Yeh notes, created new contexts for an “urban salaried class of educated
workers.”™

Self-strengtheners proposed indigenous forms of modernization by dis-
tinguishing “Western utility™ from “Chinese essence.”™ After the aboli-
tion of the civil service examination voided the economic incentives for
study, Qing official Zhang Zhidong (1837-1909) attempted to create more
formal systems—of curricular regulations and approved textbooks—to
fashion Chinese children into well-disciplined Qing subjects.™ One rani-
fication was to formalize Confucian ethics in the educational curriculum.™
Ironically, according to Sally Borthwick, these reforms placed greater
power in the hands of provincial elites and thereby hastened the coming
of revolution in 19117 Even after the fall of the empire, moral consider-
ations continued to influence the production of knowledge., As Wen-
hsin Yeh argues, by valuing both scientific expertise and political loyalcy,
the Qing spawned twin and competing priorities that would plague the
Chinese state across regimes in the twentieth century.™

Self-strengtheners’ cateporizations perhaps also lent credibilicy to mis-
sionaries’ claims regarding the universal truth-value of Western scientific
knowledge. In some sense, it did not behoove missionaries to disaggregate
the political/cultural from che scientific/technological, since chey associated
cultural Christianity with the efficacy of Western science * But Zhang’s
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formmulation, intended to downplay Western knowledge as merely functional,
also rendered the “West” as somehow synonvmous with science and engi-
neering, while also reifying the cultural category of “Chinese esence.”
This framework was useful to misionaries. In the face of antiforeignism,
they asserted the need for the “indigenization™ {bentuhua) of Chinese
administrative leadership, without, necessarily, Chinese creative adaptation
of Western theory (whether scientific knowledge or biblical interpretation).
Westerners thus counterposed indigenization with Westernization, which
they also implicidy aligned with modernization. In the process, they
enacted epistemological violence, and scholars are now reassessing native
or precolonial scientific epistemologies “on their own terms.™ Likewise,
this book takes seriously the efforts of Chinese educators to experiment
with new models that were borh modern and tailored to local conditions.
Debates about early childhood education reflected major political con-
cerns. Inthe late Qing, conflices coalesced around the fault lines of Chris-
tian imperialists disrupting Confucianism as the state ideology. But with
the fall of Qing rule in 1911 and the subsequent founding of the Republic
of China, the terms of the contemporary political debates shifted to empha-
size tradition versus modernity. The minister of education, Cai Yuanpei
(18681944, called for “new™ education for “new™ citizens, and this slo-
ran became a common refrain acros regime changes.™ When President
Yuan Shikai (1859-1916) attempted to reinstate dynastic rule in 1915, adher-
ents of the New Culture Movement responded by discarding Confucian
traditions and hierarchies inside and ouwide the clasroom. With Yuan's
death, the country fragmented into competing warlord states, with an even
greater diffusion of central power. While often promoting nationalism,
intellectuals ironically gained freedom (in inverse proportion to stite con-
trol) to experiment with education and to push forward new ideas about

childhood and youth.™
Socal Contexts for Paradigm Shafts (1915-1927)
The Discovery of Childhood as a Paradigm for Revolution
Mew Culture Movement intellectuals invested youth with the potential for

revolutionary action. In his journal New Youth, Chen Duxiu (1879-1942)
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complained in 1915 that Chinese parents traditionally celebrated precocity
and encouraged children to mimic adults, Instead, he argued, Chinese chil-
dren should remain rue to their own innovative and revolutionary spiric.™
As a college professor, Chen may have discerned the global formation of
vouth subcultures on college campuses.™ He witnessed the growth of stu-
dent activism in Beijing, especially after May 4, 1919, when vouth across
the city protested the bargaining away of Chinese national sovereignty
in the Treaty of Versailles at the conclusion of World War L In this con-
text, the personal became the political. Mingwei Song, Lanjun Xu, and
Andrew Jones have explored the impact of developmental concepts analo-
gizing individual and national growth.™

Many conflated “modern childhood™ with “childhood.” Writing in
192(), Zhou Zuoren (1885-1967) even argued that the Chinese had tradi-
tionally depicted children as “miniature adults,” and he borrowed from sci-
entific disciplines like anthropology, psychology, and pedagogy to argue
for the need to “discover childhood.”™ Andrew Jones deduces that Zhou
presaged Philippe Ariéss thesis connecting childhood to the emergence of
Western modernity.™ According to Ariés, Europeans traditionally viewed
children as “miniature adults,” especially before the sixteenth century.™
The discovery of innocent childhood, in need of “careful, gradual condi-
tioning,” accompanied the break from feudal to early modern society as a
new marker of difference ™ Likewise, the discovery of modern childhood
promised to usher in a new era for China: from empire to nation-state,
from fendalism to capitalism, from status to class. Jones argues that for many
May Fourth intellectuals, “the scientific recognition of the child as a dis-
tinct epistemological entity entails nothing short of a2 *Copernican Feevo-
lution” in the study of childhood psychology and education,™

One should interject a distinction between the historical inaccuracy of
Zhou’s statement and its political value. As Ping-chen Hsiung demonstrates,
Mew Culture intellectuals mischaracterized Chinese traditions ™ A wealth
of new scholarship has verified that since at least the tenth century, Chi-
nese understood many special dimensions of childhood—and had, in
fact, employed distinct medical and educational categories for children.™
Furthermore, as Hsiung and others explore, Chinese parents attached sen-
timental value to childhood ™ MNevertheless, Zhous major point was
that childhood had not functioned az a catalyst for modernization in the
way that it seemingly had for Euro-America. For Zhou and many of his
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contemporaries, China’s late industrialization indicated the need to reap-
proach childhood in a call for revolutionary action.

All over the world, people were drawing on Darwinism for new social
projects. By keeping a diary of his son, Charles Darwin (1809-1882) had
helped to make childhood a legitimate field of scientific inquiry and thereby
inspired the field of child study. Especially given the importance of social
Darwinisn in East Asia,” Chinese and Japanese intellectuals quickly picked
up on the evolutionary implications of child study. For example, Cai Yuan-
pei analogized “anthropological development™ to “stages of childhood
development.™* He charted a clear, analogous relationship between indi-
vidual growth and national development and included the imminent death
of overwrought civilizations (such as China’s). In this context, Chen Dux-
iw's call to youth was a cry to transcend Chinese civilization. Some Chi-
nese radicals even proposed reorganizing society around the “natural
development”™ of childhood.™ This rejuvenation necessitated discarding
outdated norms and establishing new institutions. For example, some Chi-
nese radicals, like Russian Communists, believed that preschool could

help free both women and children from the “tyranny of the fimily,™*

The Family as Locus for Reform

Mo text better crystalized critiques against the Chinese family system than
Ba Jin's novel Family (1931)." Family illustraced che psychological and social
enslavement of the younger generation, especially the girls, in a large, mnl-
tigenerational and multibranch household with servants. The ideal of the
Confucian household was overstated as a representation of actual prac-
tices. Lan Map-yvin, Matthew Sommer, and other scholars demonstrate
the various ways that families contested norms and transgressed Confu-

cian patriarchy, even with polyandry and uxorilocal marriage "™ Marga-
ret Kuo vividly illustrates the social life of small stem families with one
elder (usually the husband’s mother) in urban Bejjing in the eady twentieth
century."! As with Zhou Zuoren’s modern childhood, Ba Jin's (1904—
2HI5) primary emphasis was on a political call to action rather than an
accurate representation of Chinese society.

Chinese revolutionaries sought to disrupt the craditional Chinese fam-

ily as a remiedy for China’s social ills. Feevolutionaries blamed the Chinese
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“clan” system for diverting attention away from civic or national duy."?
Sun Yat-sen (1866—1925) described the Chinese as a “sheet of loose sand,”
without the solid bedrock of national patriotism. In the words of one rev-
olutionary, children had been property of the clan under fendalism but
should become citizens of the nation under the new Republic." In some
ways, these arpuments aligned with Mary Ann Mason’s analysis, in the 1S,
context, of shifts in the legal standing of children, from patriarch’s prop-
erty to autonomous persons. In contrast to the thrust of Mason’s historical
schema, Sun advocated for children to belong to the farherland. Yue Du
argues that the cult of Sun as the father of the nation, as well as accompa-
nving laws severing adult children’s responsibilities to their parents, were
intended to redirect personal filial duty toward national patriotism. "™

There were also economic benefits to liberating individuals from the
tyranny of the Confucian family. Witnessing the impact of industrializa-
tion on the disintegration of the extended family in the West, some
Chinese reformers advocated the breakdown of the so-called large fam-
ily in China in a misguided attempt to facilitate industrialization. As
Susan Glosser notes, part of the logic was that the ideal “large family™
encouraged economic dependence on a mltigenerational household
with communal property and shared wages."® These economic consider-
ations seeped into childrearing manuals in remarkable ways. For exam-
ple, one child psvchologist recommended that “large families” especially
needed to allot individual toothbrushes—Dbecanse children needed to
experience ownership over private property.™” The text was silent about
oral hygiene, presumably a more obvious consideration than the way
material conditions contributed to the personality development required
for a capitalist sociery.

Personal liberation and individual rights promised national moderniza-
tion. As Benjamin Schwartz (1916—1999) has argued in regard to individ-
ual freedoms (as a philosophical abstract) and Glosser in regard to women's
rights {as contentious discourse), the protection of children was instrumen-
talized for national advancement and economic modernization and was
therefore always secondary to state conteol."” Whereas Schwartz focused
on the intellectual dangers of subordinating rights to state wealth and
power, scholars are now delineating new functions of government. In James
Scott’s terms, the state {orrather actors working on behalfofthe state) “saw™
issies of managing children through the lens of new technologies and insti-

tutional practices."”
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The major problem with Confucianism, as the defunct state ideology,
was that filial duty encouraged adults to remain metaphorical children in
perpetual service to the patriarch. The Confucian family system sometimes
conflated the two meanings of child (as an age category and as a relational
role), as when, in one of the traditional exemplary tales of filial service, a
man comfores his aged parents by acting childishly to remind them of his
bovhood."™ Highlighting the grotesqueness of a man babbling like a child,
Lu Xun {1881-1936) implicitly argued that filial duty infantilized adults; Chi-
nese adules remained trapped in a stare of arrested development."™ Tapping
into global research on childhood, Lu Xun thereby posited that when their
vivacity was suppressed, Chinese children could not mature into full adult-
hood. In one of Lu Xun's short stories, a2 madman likewise reinterpreted
Confucian valuesas a form of social cannibalism, in which the voung girls
were especially valnerable, His cry “Save the children!” indicted Confu-
cian traditions."" But the madman eventually recognized that even chil-
dren were already corrupted. As Andrew Jones notes, in the drive to use
childhood as a blueprint for revolution, Lu Xun discerned a teleclogical
paradox berween raising children and studying childhood development.'™

In one example of this dilemima, educated yvouth attempted to shape the
political consciousness of their students. One yvoung teacher found that 70
to 80 percent of his primary-school students agreed that “children should
always obey their parents.” A student explained, “Our parents gave us our
lives, so we should obey them. Even if they told us to die, we should die.
We should obey our fathers, and our fathers should obey the emperor.™™
The teacher was flabbergasted, and not just because the conservative stu-
dent had soaccurately parroted late Qing Confucian primers. By this time,
the Qing emperor had already abdicated, and so the boy was directing his
lovalty to a vacant throne. As Lu Xun's madman had discovered, elemen-
tary school was often too late to “save the children” from Confucian indoc-
trination. The responses of these children demonstrate the endurance of
Confucian ways of thinking about the family and state.

Whereas scholars previously emphasized the revolutionary nature of
May Fourth intellectuals {especially as a vehicle for Western Enlighren-
ment ideals), a new generation of scholars is exploring a greater degree of
complexity regarding the transformation of Chinese traditions." Wen-hsin
Yeh argues that a deep commitment to filial duty to his mothers heath,
against the preferences of his father to invest in her funeral, led Shi Cun-
tong (1899-19700) to write the essay “Decry Filial Piety!™™ Susan Glosser
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shows that activists drew on a Confucian system of logic embedded in the
“Great Learning.” positing a continuum from personal self-cultivation
through fimily management and community service to the nation and even
the universe.! '™ The family remained the basis for the social good, and fam-
ily reform was rooted in a continued appreciation for the social value of
Confucianism despite its diminished currency in the modern age. There
was a spectrum between anarcho-communists who rejected the tenets of
marriage and family altogether and the emergence of more fuid notions
of family, as Elizaberh LaCouture notes, based in part on imported mate-
rial comforts in cosmopolitan cities'” As Wen-hsin Yeh explores from a
variety of angles, Shanghai provided a dynamic space for the collision of

cultures and the spark of new ideas."™

Shanghai as Locus for Modernization

Modern childhood developed as a response to economic conditions in Chi-
na'’s treaty ports. Roural famine pushed migration to cities. Overcrowding
and squalor contributed to infant mortality. On the basis of French efforts
to extricate corpses from the concession in prewar Shanghai, Christian
Henriot estimates that the percentage of children among the dead was
roughly 85 to 96 percent." The sight of piling corpses confronted West-
erners, causing feelings of unease as, some believed, they were repeating
the worst historical abuses of industrialization anew in an ancient land .
As Hugh Cunningham notes for Europe, urban life made visible the plight
of poor children and moved elites to develop child welfare™

Another visible problem was child labor—the antithesis of a protected,
modern childhood. Although sequestered in elite pockets of international
settlements, Wester ners witnessed the movement of an “army of little girls”
marching into and “pouring out of the factories after they have labored
there all night for a small pittance.” At the first National Christian Coun-
cil meeting in Shanghai in 1922, Reverend A. M. Sherman confessed his
distress at the sight of yer “another army of licde girls who are going to
spend the whole day there [in the factories of Wuchang|, without any play
or opportunity for schooling or recreation, without any childhood at all; a
veritable daughter of the infanes.™* It was specifically facrory labor, as social
gospeler Sherwood Eddy (1871-1963) observed during a trip to Shanghai

in 1922, that harmed children; he offered, as an example, a young Chinese
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boy suffering from “phossy jaw,” a disease resulting from working with
phosphorus in match factories."™ Industrialization seemed, to humani-
tarians, a global problem requiring the atrention of transnational organi-
zations like the YMCA and YWCA. In the early 1920s Christians agitated
for the abolition of child labor in the United States, including—in the
words of one editorialist of the North China Herald—in a border city with
“a large Mexican and negro population, in addition to many other for-
eigners.”™™ Such statements reveal the racial biases embedded in Chris-
tians’ genuine effores to help the poor. The concurrent efforts to regulace
child labor in both the United States and China were thus no coincidence
but corners of a global movement for Protestant humanitarianism,

Child advocacy gave women around the world a platform to develop
scientific skills and gain professional employvment as social workers.
Given “maternalist politics,” women were considered especially capable
of rescuing children.”* Elite Chinese and Western women pressured the
Shanghai Municipal Council to commission an investigation of child
labor in the International Settlement in 1922, Elizabeth Littell-Lamb
observes that organizations like the Y'WCA and the Child Labor Coni-
mission emipowered elite Chinese women with leadership opportunities !
For example, serving as a secretary on the Child Labor Commission,
Song Meiling (1898-20013) learned to leverage child advocacy for political
purposes. Later, as the wife of Generalisimo Chiang Kai-shek {IB87-
1975), she wielded child welfare as a tool of international diplomacy and
national control.

Chinese industrialists also favored reform. As early as 1914, Chinese fac-
tory managers had already proposed the abolition of child labor under the
age of ten, to protect children’s safety and ensure their “greater safery and
happines.”""7 The word “happiness.” in its meaning as “welfare,” points
to the sentimental value of childhood; the focus on “safety,” to biology.
When the Child Labor Commission recommended restrictions, it aligned
with economists and factory managers against factory women, who
demanded the right to breastfeed babies at work.™ By removing disruptive
infants and children from factory floors, managers sought to enforce disci-
pline. While defending the Child Labor Bylaw, Thomas Tchou (Zhu Mao-
cheng, 1895-1965), industrial secretary of the Chinese YMCA, argued:

The fact that these children are emiploved in industry points to the
corollary that they are taking the places of adults and older children
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who would be emploved in their stead, if the vounger children were
liberated. For the sake of the economic welfare of the community, the
gquestion ought to be asked: Should able-bodied adults now unem-
ploved and therefore tempted to become beggars and thieves be
employed so that they might find some support for their needy fami-
lies, or should young, feeble-bodied and induscrially inefficient chil-
dren continue to be emploved?'™

For Chinese economic theorists like Tchou, who later became director
of the ROC Labor Department, “feeble-bodied and industrially inefficient™
child laborers crippled the Chinese economy and state. Child labor was
unskilled labor. Children robbed adults of wages and prevented industri-
alists from investing in heavy machinery.

At the same time, factory conditions seriously endangered children and
stunted their growth . Health inspectors reported that factory women placed
infants in covered baskets in a vain attempt to shield them from industrial
fumes. Commenting on this practice, Dr. Jefferson Lamb (Lin Donghai,
b. 1895) concluded, “The result of this practice cannot be buc racial
suicide”™—in this context, the selfdestruction of the Han Chinese ™ Lamb
also wrote that factory laws should prevent anything “seriously affecting
the child-bearing capacity of women and arrest|ing] the physical growth
of children.™* Lamib's rhetoric reflected a strong strand of “positive engen-
ics” in the thrust for national survival, embedded in the orientation of
China’s emerging developmental state.

When the bylaw to abolish child labor was put to a vote on the humid
day of April 15, 1925, too few matepayers arrived to achieve a quorum. On
the crowded streets of Shanghai, workers were striking. On May 30 for-
eign guards shot into the crowd, killing a demonstrator, thereby further
inciting strikers and galvanizing their supporters. Chinese Communists cir-
culated the Child Labor Report as evidence of the abuses of imperialist
corporations. ™ Although some Western residents in Shanghai resented the
negative publicity, Christians continued to campaign for global support.™
China Child Welfare, Inc., was established, operating out of Mew York
City Bank {now Citibank), to fund child advocacy efforts in China in a
spirit of international cooperation. Amid the rising tensions between
labor and capital, as well as between Chinese and imperialists, Chiang Kai-
shek’s Guomindang (GMD) overtook Shanghai in 1927, and local gang

members mercilessly slaughtered Communists, expelling them from

[1E] ITMTRODUCTION

Brought to you by | The Mational Library of

the Philippines
Authenticated
Download Date | 101319 10:44 PM



the city or driving them underground.™ In control of the ROC, Chiang

sought to renegotiate structures of Western dominance,

[nvesting 1in Modem Childhood

In narratives of modern Chinese history, scholars rightly focus on China’s
struggle for national survival in a context of international competition and
Western imperialism; this context highlights the important stakes of early
childhood education in social engineering projects for Confucian subjects,
Republican citizens, or Communist comrades. Not only was early child-
hood education a venue for political indocwrination, but child welfare also
reflected, positively or negatively, on the state. Furthermore, the state akso
leveraged childhood for 2 host of political purposes—as a measure of prog-
ress and international standing in a bid for sovereignty, and as a fulcrum
for revolutionary change in service to the nation.

Mevertheless, that narrative of competition overlooks the importance
of cooperation, both nationally and internationally. Childhood atcracted
widespread concern across the political spectrum in China. During the
Manjing decade (1927-1937), a rare period in which early twentieth-century
Chinese enjoved relative political stabilicy, people generally agreed about
the need to “save the children,” even if they disagreed about how and why.
This observation challenges old stereotypes about the alienation and
inefficiency of the Guomindang government; for example, John Fair-
bank {1907-1991) viewed the GMIDs reliance on Anglo- American models
as a limitation that ultimately cost the ROC its legidimacy.™ Rather than
teleclogically focusing on the political contributions of revolutionaries
who heralded the coming of the Peoples Republic of China in 1949,
many scholars now recognize the creative innovations of Chinese Nation-
alists and are alko uncovering more nuance and fluidity of ideas across the
political spectrum.* Both adapting New Culture approaches to modern
childhood and countering what they interpreted s Communist antifa-
milialism, Chinese Mationalists sought to resurrect the dream of peaceful
industrial reform through the shared value of childhood. Leveraging
paradigms of childhood as a catalyst for positive social change, family
reform, and modern industry, Chinese Christians cooperated with a
range of actors—international funders, government officials, and Bud-
dhist philanthropists—to advocate for modern childhood. Raising China's
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Revalutionaries takes seriously Nationalist aspirations for revolutionary
change.

In the early twentieth century the need for child advocacy was not
unique to China. Fuather, it was a global trend—a reaction to poverty but
also an expression of the rising middle clas. According to Gary Cross, the
drive to protect innocent children from labor exploitation became popu-
larized along with the rise of consumer culture in the United States™ Mark
Jones similarly shows that in Japan, sentimental childhood was embedded
in the sensibility of the rising middle clss.™ Although economic factors
alone do not exphlin causation, ™ modern, sentimental childhood has nev-
ertheless often been deeply embedded in the economic fabric of 2 consumer
econonty. Like philainthropic organizations in the West, Chinese charities
imposed middle-class values on the poor. Despite the global reach of child
advocacy and the supposedly universal standards of hygienic care, the Chi-
nese middle class artculated is own specific vision of the sentiment of
modern childhood; hence Communists rejected GM D cultural expressions,
including the cultural interpretations of biology, even as they retained, to
varying degrees over its history, the institntional machinery and intellec-
tual standards of Western science ¥

Scope and Sources of This Study

This book examines the introduction and development of modern child-
hood in China through the child advocacy efforts of 2 philanthropic
organization called the National Child Welfare Association. A unique
organization, the NCWA was not representative of traditional Chinese
charities, which, as Norman Apter notes, generally prioritized children’s
social integration over their individual rights™ In contrast, the NCWA
did discuss children’s rights, petiton for juvenile courts, and advocate on
behalf of individual children from abusive families. This advocacy work
did not champion the autonomous individual but rather state patriotism.,
The NCWA celebrated what Helen Schneider calls the GMD's “ideology
of the happy family™ as the foundation of the Republic of China** In
accordance with that vision, the NCWA both published the work of child
experts and cited the Classics of Confucian thinkers in the radically con-
servative 193{s. In its Chinese title, the NCWA emploved a traditional
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Confucian term for “cherishing the voung” (siyon) and helped to liunch
and direct a broad-based movement in that name.

The NCWA was so influential in part because of its deep connections
to government powerholders. The NCWA was established in 1928 by the
minister of industry, Kong XNiangxi (H. H. Kung, 1880-1967), a descendent
of Confucius and brother-in-law to Chiang Kai-shek. The organization
supported the scientific study of children, economic and medical welfare
for children, and the political symbolism of children as investments in
China’s future. It also criangulated relationships between its funders, China
Child Welfare in New York, and various mision homes in the Chinese
hinterland. By improving their standards, the NCWA conferred legitimacy
to mission homes, often argers of suspicion by the Chinese population.
Thus, although partially financed by Americans, the NCWA was a venue
for the indigenization of child welfare, or the assumption of control, regu-
lation, and leadership by Chinese themselves. It created not only publish-
ing opportunities for child experts but also professional jobs for voung
women, as preschool teachers, medical administrators, and social workers,
Child advocacy thus led to greater oppormnities for Chinese leadership at
various levels of the organization. Therefore we can see in the NCWA a
compatibility between indigenization and professionalization, including the
incorporation of scientific ideas into 2 new academic curriculum and insci-
tutions for early childhood education.

In writing this book, I gained a deeper appreciation for the shifting
meanings or locations of the “indigenous™ across different landscapes. In
archival documents in the Shanghai Municipal Archives, the NCWA {espe-
cially as represented by the Shanghai Children’s Bureau) appears to be
2 secular agency. Its parenting manuals and journals (found in Fudan Uni-
versity Library, Taipei’s Mational Educational Research Institute, Stanford
University Library, and the Shanghai Municipal Archives) also reflect a
modern bourgeois mentalicy but not necessarily a strong Christian flavor,
These materials contrast sharply with U.S. and Chinese Christian print
media, which presented the organization as fundamentally Christian. But
the minutes of the NCWA meetings, now archived at the Mew York Pub-
lic Library, indicate that the members did have a heart of Christian char-
ity, despite muting religions expresion while working for the government
or alongside Buddhists. The more removed the historical document from
the origins or workings of the NCWA, the less Christian its appearance;

IMTRODMICTION [21)

Brought to you by | The Mational Library of

the Philippines
Authenticated
Download Date | 101319 10:44 PM



for instance, in documents of the postwar United Nations Felief and Reha-
bilitation Administration (UNRRA) held at the Hoover Institution, the
organization appears completely secularized, in 2 manner in keeping with
the transformation of Protestant charity organizations in the United States.
Mevertheless, officials also often catepgorized mission charities within the
rubric of “indigenous” institutions, with much deeper roots than UNR R A,

As discussed at greater length in the preface of this book, childhood
entered the political agenda because of its potential social functions,
and so my sources often reflect adult concerns rather than children’s
experiences—or, in Peter Cave and Aaron William Moores words, “the
use of documents about children to critically examine adult discourse.™"
There is an epistemic gap berween studies of adult discourse and children’s
lived experiences, especially given that many of the children, in need of
protection, were preschool aged (infant to seven vears). Nevertheless,
childrens primers and magazines also convey what the MCWA's cam-
paigns might have meant for children, from free kites and vaccinations on
Children’s Day to suggestions that children distribute red envelopes of petty
money to their neighbors on that holiday. Visual sources depict children
even when their voices remain silent. On the pages of primers at the Cot-
sen Childrens Collection in Princeton Library, children left crayon
scribbles—the imprint of their hands, claiming ownership but not author-
ship of the books. | draw on wartime remembrances and tales to illustrate
the daily schedules sent to funders and the newspaper advertisements for
the schools. Most notably, I examine 2 set of school reports in the Beijing
Municipal Archives that provide some sense of how children responded
to the directives of adults in the 1949-195() transition.

Methodologically, 1 also see fundraising as a language of communica-
tion. Kong Niangxi's correspondence first alerted me to this possibility. As
I found certified accounting charts within campaign materials at Nanjing
Library, as well as derailed budgers in Second Historical Archive and che
Hoover Institution, | realized that organizers increasingly reached smaller,
individual donors—not only out of economic necessity but also in order
to draw broad-based support. | consider this 2 democratization of phi-
lanthropy, and also a new venue for international diplomacy. Archives at
Academia Historica and the Hoover Institution record the contributions
of Song Meiling to the organization, as well as her inscrumentalization
of child welfare for political purposes. Through the NCWA and United

China Reeliefs merchandise and compensatory badges, Raising China's
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Revolutionaries shows that donors became consumers and transnational
philanthropy became embedded in a consumer economy. As historical
factors, congruency between immediate economic needs and long-term
ideological goals is an important subtheme of this book.

Raising Chinese Revolutionaries is situated at the intersection of institu-
tions and ideology, with an emphasis on the machinery or inscrumentalicy
of the institution, specifically the NCWA and the preschools, kindergar-
tens, and child welfare centers it established and/or supported. The first
half of this book, “The Science of Sentiment,” charts the establishment of
these institutions by scientific experts in cooperation with politicians. The
second half, “Child Experts and the Chinese State,” follows the ways in
which the government began o asume control over these institutions and
eventually, in the early 1950, removed child experts from positions of
prominence as public intellectuals. Despite this Foucaultian arc, itis impor-
tant to recognize that, instead of absoluteness of power, this period was
marked by limited governmental control. State weakness drove the ROC
to rely on civil actors like the NCWA, which both facilitated and restrained
rovernment instrumentalization of childhood by aserting the sentimen-
tal value of childhood independent of its social function. The archeology
of the institution thus uncovers conflicting ideological stances.

To examine the intellectual substance of the NCWA more carefully, two
chapters are devoted to one of its secretaries, child psychologist Chen Heqin
{1892-1982), who isalso considered the “father of Chinese kindergartens.”
An examination of his career trajectory helps o illustrate the changing
social context from the late Qing through the Republic, especially the for-
mation of a specific brand of Chinese Christian child welfare, With only a
master’s degree from Columbia (in contrast to some of his coauchors), Chen
focused an important niche of his expertise first on early childhood edu-
cation and then on its pedagogical instruction at the college level. He
answered calls for “indigenization,” not merely through politcal admin-
istration but also by tailoring kindergartens to Chinese child psvehology,
which he pioneered as a distinct area of scientific inquiry. Based on his
selective adaptations of social Darwinism, Chen argued in favor of the
cohesive family unit and reformed the companionate father without com-
pletely overturning the Chinese patriarch. The same reasons for his popu-
larity among Christians also subjected him during the 1920k o criticism
from non-Christians, who accused him of social mimicry. After 1949

an extensive criticism campaign against him provided a kind of public
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referendum against the pro-Christian, pro-Western contingent of the
R.OC. Nevertheless, we can discern in Chen’s study of the Chinese child
his valiant effort to parochialize Western knowledge as just one room in
the edifice of scientific truth—and, in the PRC rejection of Chen's for-
mulations, an assertion that all knowledge, even that of biological devel-
opment, & socially constructed.

This intellectual foundation is important for understanding how Chi-
nese understood the contribution of modern childhood to the formation
of 2 developmental state in China. Chinese educators drew from global his-
tory to show that preschools and kindergartens would supplant factories
as places for children."™ In The Evolutionary History of Kindergartens (1935),
Chen Hegin's student Zhang Zonglin (1899-1978) arpued that kindergar-
tens reflected broad social trends: from charity institutions to state schools,
and from elite privilege to mass right."* His paradigms reveal the deep asso-
ciations between early childhood education and social welfare as forms of
national advancement. Furthermore, Zhang described kindergartens as
both catalyst and venue of democratization and secularization. To some
degree he was correct, as the government attempted to gain national over-
sight over charities and to improve the quality of their service. He antici-
pated social science models that map a progressive transition from family
obligation to community responsibilicy and ultimately to stace welfare ™

In keeping with what Maggie Clinton calls the Guomindang’s “revolu-
tionary nationalism,” the radical reinvigoration of Confucian traditions
extended to the (modernized) Chinese family." As one Western mission-
ary woman wrote in 1938, “It is the family that has held the [Chinese]
nation together for more hundreds of years than any other nation has ever
held together. A look at modern Chinese government reveals that great
Song family with their husbands—Dr. Sun Yat-sen, Dr. H. H. Kung [Kong
Niangxi], and Generalissimo Chiang Kai Shek [sic]—astrong adhesive force
in the nation. The strengths and weaknesses of the family have always been
and still are the strengths and weak nesses of the Chinese nation.”™™ As Amy
O Keefe argues, Christians had formulated new theological approaches for
valuing the Chinese family." The missionary’s statement indicates that
another important reason for Westerners' newfound appreciation of the
Chinese family was that the NCWA had, often through the Song sisters
and their husbands, successfully projected a reformulared image of mod-
ern domestic and civic relationships. Publicity was a key strategy for the
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NCWA's consciousness raising, but Mationalists also hoped to increase the
international standing of the ROC,

Raizing China's Revolurionaries charts the rise of the NCWA in the late
192{ks and its eclipse, in ROC-held areas during the pivotal moment of war,
by a proliferation of nationally sponsored children’s charities and govern-
ment institucions, By the postwar period, the NOCWA had lost so much of
its Christian distinctiveness that it appeared, to UN officials, to be a secular
philanthropic organization. The scope, scale, and focus of child advocacy
had shifted even further in the direction of facilitating state building, Iron-
ically, the overburd ened government needed volunteer organizations even
more than ever. Furthermore, child advocacy helped increase the symbolic
value of childhood in ways that the Comnmunist state capitalized on. Despite
their rejection of the MNationalists’ cultural expressions of childhood
enchantment, Communists nevertheless accepted many aspects of modern
childcare, including funding structures emphasizing model institutions and
the social function of preschools to unleash the female work force.

In short, the adapration of modern childhood opens a fresh window on
social campaigns in service to building the Chinese nation-state. Reforni-
ers instrumentalized childhood symbolically, diplomatically, and discur-
sively but also established institutions that brought real changes o the life
of children in the form of modern hygiene and structured schedules out-
side the home. The tension between the scientific and the sentimental helps
us to reapproach our dichotomies between expertise and politics, as well
as between Westernization and indigenization, especially as we see how
child experts related the material conditions of childhood to the forma-
tion of new subjectivities. They predisposed children’s relationships o
political cultures and embedded child welfare in new educational and eco-
nomic structures, By examining the intertwined relationship between
enlightenment and enchantment, | hope this book sheds new light on the
allure of state paternalism and the imposition of state discipline.™

INTRODUCTION 5]
Brought to you by | The Mational Library of the Philippines
Authenticated
Download Date | 1011319 10:44 PM



Brought to you by | The Mational Library of the Philippines
Authenticated
Download Date | 104349 10:44 PM



CHAPTER |

Child Study in Chinese Kindergartens

Chen Heqin'’s Approach to “Family Edvcation”

n 1904}, when Chinese kindergartners visited a science classroom in a

mision school, one small girl began o cry upon seeing “blood™ on a

physiological chart of the human circulatory system. “MNever mind,
never mind,” an older smudent comforted her; “its only a foreigned ™ In
the wake of the Boxer Uprising against Christians that vear, what trou-
bled the missionary who recounted the tale was not the students’ failure to
understand the human body but the political implications of their attitnde
toward Euro-Americans, This example indicates missionary claims of
scientific universality (human physiology) in opposition to assertions of cul-
tural particularism (Chinese uniqueness)—as well as missionaries’ prioriti-
zation, in the face of potential martyrdom from angry crowds, of ameliorating
ethnic tensions over imparting scientific knowledge.

In the context of Chinese antiforeignism, missionaries promoted “indi-
renization.™ Across dominations and fields, indigenization became the
dominant Anglo-American missionary policy in the late nineteenth cen-
tury. Indigenization, then also called “devolution,” meant relinquishing
control to native leadership in order to offset financial and personnel costs.”
According to this model, Chinese leaders would not necessarily challenge
Western ideas (whether scientific or biblical), but greater representation
would increase Chinese receptivity. Missionaries associated Christianity with
the efficacy of Western science in order to assert truth claims. In general,

as Sanjay Seth argues, Westerners assumed the universality of Western
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knowledge and thus posited an inverse relationship between Westerniza-
tion (connoting Western scientific knowledge) and indigenization (indi-
cating native political demands).*

Scholars such as Seth are now questioning this bundle of assumptions.
One way is to recognize the intellectual agency of converts (and another,
the diversity of Western influences).* As Jun Xing argues, “The Chinese
YMCA workers were not passive victims of foreign influence, but active
adapters and creative developers of their own cosmopolitan ideals.™
One such Christian convert and YMCA member was Chen Heqin.
Chen responded to the call for indigenous leadership to tailor modern
Chinese kindergartens specifically for the Chinese child. Somewhat like
the child in the story above, he thus presumed biological distinctiveness,
Chen upheld the universality of science but argued in favor of Chinese
child psychology as a unique subject, and therefore a unique abject, of sci-
entific inquiry; this became, for Chen, the basis of 2 new academic pro-
gram, not only for educators but also for parents. For Chen, indigenization
could facilitate what Chinese called “scientization.™”

Drawing on observations of his own son and the kindergarten run from
his own home, Chen Hegin combined the sentimental and the scientific. He
thereby projected a new vision for Chinese family education, which dove-
tailed with both modern ideas and Christian values. As 2 public intellectual
and child expert, Chen sought to instruct vouth who had become radical-
ized during the May Fourth protests against the Treaty of Versailles in 1919,
“Mew Youth™ need not overthrow the Chinese patriarch, in the aftermath
of the abdication of the Chinese emperor, when they could instead emibrace
a friendly father figure like Chen Hegqin. Where youth sometimes raised
the possibility of overturning the Chinese family with new instittions like
preschools and elder homes, Chen proposed using modern institutions to
buttress the family. Thus there were clear political implications for his theo-
ries, not only for Christians but also for the new Republic.

Treary Port Disruptions of Early Childhood
Confucian Sishu vs. Christian Mission Schools

By the time Chen Heqgin was born in 1892 in the town of Baiguanzhen in

Zhejiang province, Protestants had been proselytizing in nearby Shaoxing
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for three decades, but Chen was not to encounter missionaries for sonie
time. In 1897 he began attendinga traditional private school, called a sishu.
He remembered waking up early and carrying his own stool.” Five or six
children waited in a room for the teacher to arrive. The teacher led the
bowing to Confucius, and then the children sat down. They returned home
for lunch, and their only toys were the lictle paper boats they folded and
raced on their desks. Confucian rituals, Chen later noted, strengthened
social bonds among students.”

Although Chen argued against the raditdonal system at the starc of
his career, he would recognize, after three decades of teaching, the advan-
tages of sishu, many of which derived from their small size. Students
developed close bonds there, he claimed, whereas students in large, modern
schools often could not remember one another’s names. With so few stu-
dents, teachers tailored assignments according to their students’ abilities,
Students progressed at their own pace; instead of competing with one another
on the same tests, each child was encouraged to improve individually.
Chen’s observations align with Thomas H. C. Lee’s research on premod-
ern Chinese education and its emphasis on a love of learning " Children
memorized instructional texts and Confucian Clasics, not only as basis of
the Chinese civil service exam but also as the foundation for self-cultivation.
After 1912 such books were often condemned as “dead books.” Writing in
the 194k, Chen clarified that these books had “a great deal of merit,” but the
problem was the way they were taught. From the age of eleven to fourteen,
Chen studied at his dan school, where the master, an opium addict, lay in a
stupor—no one’s conception of a responsible teacher.

Missionaries saw boarding schools as “the only way of obtaining a really
strong influence over the boys.”" The reality may have been more com-
plex, as Chen Heqin's example indicates. In 1906 Chen moved in with his
married sister in Hangzhou, where, impoverished and fatherless, he turned
to mission schools for education. He converted to Christianity while arrend-
ing Hangzhou Baptist Middle School. After his baptism, Chen’s “worldview
completely changed,” and he became less selfish and more compassion-
ate. He explained, “Other people allowed their ‘little egos’ o become
their ‘larger selves’ {daun), but | transformed my ‘little ego’ {(xacwd) into
‘selflessness.” At that time, ‘selfless” {iwwwen), those two syllables, become my

EED

hidden [personal] name {pinming).”"" Chen’s valuation of the “nonself™ coun-
ters Chinese Communist Chen Duxin’s (1879-1942) public rejection of

traditional Chinese humility and an embrace of a new, Western-style
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individualism, which he proclaimed in the inangural issue of New Youth in
1915."* Instead, Chen Hegin's baptismal resolutions resonated with tradi-
tional Chinese views of cultivating “selflessness™ that had been advocated
by some Confucians since the late Han and also by many Buddhists® Thus
he described a Christianized identity that resonated more deeply with Chi-
nese traditions than Chen Duxiu’s secular modernity. 1 contend that in
the context of radical rejections of the past, Christianity offered some con-
verts, like Chen Hegin, a venue to adapt and retain certain aspects of
Chinese traditions.

Chen Heqins most pronounced transformation was probably in the
realm of his daily habits, When Chen “offered [his] body up to Christ,” he
vowed to abstain forever from alcohol, narcotics, and prostrution. Thos
Christianity provided him with a rationale for refusing opium and other
vices from the West. According to Chen, a daily regimen was an essential
component of good health and academic success.” His account sugrested
that he understood Christianity primarily in terms of public service and
personal virtue, manifest in self-discipline and personal hygiene, as an
expression of identity and a strategy for achievement.

Some Chinese scholars today still accuse Western missionaries of having
taught Chinese children to adopt Western dress, language, and customs in
ways that deprived them of their traditional heritage™ One mother reportedly
said, “I do not want to send mv gid to the Mission school as she will become
foreign and even speak in the same tone as missionaries” (Le., without tones
necessary to differentiate words).” In another example, Chens teemtalism
prevented him from toasting those who congratulated him with wine on his
wedding day.” Thus he willingly snubbed relatives and transgressed norms in
order to maintain Christian principles. Like many other converts, his lifestyle
alienated him from local society. In the context of the rights to evangelize
won through the Opium Wars, some Chinese linked evangelism to a larger
imperialist agenda to “enslave China.™ Many saw missionaries—and even-
tually their Chinese partners—as creating a kind of “save education™ (b

jiwoyn) in the semicolonial context of China's treaty ports.

The Metji Challenge: Science and Indigenization

Missionaries faced an important intellectual challenge from East Asians.

As Thomas Curran notes, early Protestant missionaries often lacked
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pedagogical training and began to improve their qualifications in the
1894, in response to Chinese interest in scientific training.™ These efforts
coincided with new Chinese institutions, such as the Shanghai Kindergar-
tenn Society, which sent one of its female members, Wu Zhuzhe, to study
modern childcare in Japan.™ In the early twentieth century Chinese schol-
ars studied education in Japan in ever greater numbers. ™ Although most of
them were men, Japan offered voung Chinese women an alternative venue
for education and professionalization in the field of early childhood educa-
tion. It is important to acknowledge that missionaries were not the only, or
even most important, source of pedagogical models in China at the turn
of the century.™

Missionaries were often in competition with Japanese influences over
the construction of 2 new style of modern education in China. In the late
Qing some Chinese referenced Japanese sources to cast skepticism over the
idenlogical agenda of misionaries as Western imperialim.** They ako
championed Meiji Japan {IB68—1912) as an emerging leader to compete with
Euro-American imperialisni.™ Citing the authoritarian regime of Japan as
inspiration, Qing lovalist Yan Xiu employed a Japanese headmistress to help
establish his girls’ schools. Misionaries responded by accusing Japanese
teachers of incompetence and disregard for local conditions, such as the
need to learn spoken dialects ” Even when misionaries and Japanese drew
on the same sources for the kindergarten movement in the West, Japanese
educators emphasized their mediating roles in adapting scientific knowl-
edpe to strengrhen imperial order in East Asia,

The most important example is perhaps Friedrich William Augnst Fro-
bel {1782-1852), considered the “father of kindergartens.” In contrst to a
missionary text that alluded to Fribel fraught relationship with his “church
friends,” Japanese texts presented him as an anticleric progresive who chal-
lenged church authorities and the feudal nobility.™ This characteriza-
tion dovetailed wich Meiji reformers” own struggles, as they overturned
Tokugawa (160H-1868) norms of sanrai privilege.™ Japanese educators
observed that kindergartens could promote egalitarianism when bringing
together children from every rank.™ According o missionary Francis James
(185119040, Frobel’s educational toys resonated with Chinese philosophy

iy

about the materialism of “myriad things,”™ thus allowing—as in the case
of Chen Hegin—a degree of latitude among Christians to respect Chinese
traditions. In contrast, Japanese texts firmly couched Frobel in the scien-

tific field of childhood cognitive development.
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Banned in Germany for “rejecting” Christianity after the Fevolution
of 184 8, kindergartens emerged as important tools for social engineering.™
In the United States, middle-class educators were Americanizing the chil-
dren of poor immigmnts in kindergartens. Kindergarten teachers visited
homes and ran mothering classes.™ Many immigrants resisted the inculca-
tion of Americanized values in their children and the disruption of home
life by public workers.* Kindergarten proponents interpreted this conflict
not as one between American and foreign cultural norms but between mod-
ern, democratic values and outmoeded wraditions; moreover, they “imagined
a commnity bevond national borders, encouraging world citizenship and
internationalism.” In the early twentieth century, many American mission-
aries were likewise motivated by international liberalism ™

To make their misions more locally relevant and accepted, misionar-
ies compared their kindergartens to others around the world, including
American Chinatowns.™ By exporting the kindergarten abroad, mission-
aries further compounded dimensions of racial and economic inequalities
in the classroom. And vet because the 189 Imperial Rescript on Educa-
tion prohibited Christianity in elementary schools in Japan, early child-
hood education increased in prominence in East Asian missionary circles.™
Missionaries Young |. Allen, Arthur Smith, and Timothy Richards helped
introduce kindergarten and girls” education, often closely interconnected
because women taught voung children*” By the turn of the century the
Educational Association, run by missionaries, included 2 committee on kin-
dergartens as a form of evangelical work.™ One missionary wrote, “The
significance of the Kindergarten for the salvation of neglected childhood
and its efficiency in the unfolding and filling of child life in its eardiest stages
has been brought out so unmistakably that we vearn to secure, for the lic-
tle ones of this great land, the power and beneficent influences involved. "
The problem, of course, was that missionaries were conflating their sense
of modern childhood with childhood itself. What [ call “modern child-
hood™ in this book was arguably “neglected™ in the sense that missionaries
could offer, by the early twentieth century, a different kind of curriculum,
one with educational toys and modern hygiene. But anti- Christian sen-
timent, such as the Tianjin Uprising of 1870 over the alleged abuse of
foundlings at the hands of Catholic nuns, suggested that local Chinese were
in fact very protective of children.

How could misionaries respond to this push for both indigenization

and professionalization (or adherence to the latest pedagogical standards)?
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One method was through the emerging field of child study, researching
childhood and tailoring curricula to the needs of the child. According to
2 missionary writing in 1895, “The study of Chinese child nature holds
the key to the easy adaptation of Western methods of education to the mass
of China.” Just as kindergartens had been indigenized around the world,
“any system of kindergarten for China cannot use the particular methods
of any Western country with success, but must be worked out from a study
of the habits of thought and life of the Chinese child.”" To better under-
stand Chinese children, missionaries collected Chinese nursery rhy mes,
folk stories, and children’s games® While positing the uniqueness of
“Chinese child nature,” missionaries also asserted children’s universal
needs for play, education, and Christ’s love, Regarding a photograph of a
mision kindergarten in Fuzhou, the Chinese Recorder reflected, “just as
interesting, just as susceptible to good or evil are they as the little kinder-
rarteners [gic] in Europe and America”*

Missionaries collected information about Chinese students to foster sen-
timental bonds among children around the world. Journals named indi-
vidual Chinese children on praver lists, circulated to children in England
Henrietta Harrison shows that French children invested financially in
children’s missions in China** Priests allowed French children to select
the baptismal names of Chinese infants, thus fostering deep emotional
ties.** NMevertheles, missionary stories of “heathen” children, according to
Karen Sinchez-Eppler, shaped the spiritual identity of American chil-
dren and their connectons o religious and political imperialism * In
contrast, the Chinese child convert was expected to challenge traditional
social hierarchies.

Missionaries ascribed to Chinese children agency to evangelize™ The
Childs Paper published a story in Chinese about a gid who, “although a
small child,” converted her mother after listening to a foreign preacher’s
sermon.® In the Children’s Quarterly, 2 missionary reported that when she
tried “in vain to interest”™ a “crowd of young folks” in the Gospel, her
adopted Chinese danghter suddenly began to preach and “so completely
won their attention, that [ could not help feeling that my licde one had
taught them more than | had done.” She then quoted the scripture, “Out
of the mouths of babes and sucklings Thou hast perfected praise.™ Mis-
sionaries sometimes exaggerated the youth of Chinese children (who were
often in fact teenagers) to highlight vouthful heroism in the face of anti-

quated traditions.™ Inshort, missionaries recognized their own limitations
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and their need to rely on Chinese converts to evangelize; it was easier to
imagine the convert as a child in need of instruction than as an autono-
mous adult.

Mutual competition—among misionaries, Japanese, and Chinese—
encouraged experimentation with early childhood education as a venue
for social engineering. Childhood socializaton was no longer something
one could take for granted; education became unfamiliar, a subject to
explore anew. By introducing new childrearing practices from the West,
missionaries helped to expand 2 variety of possibilities. As missionaries
encountered local resistance, they increasingly imparted these skills to Chi-
nese women who could serve as intermediaries. Zhang Zonglin noted that
mission schools were much more successful ar actracting young women
to normal schools than small children to kindergartens and elementary
schools.™ Historian Xiaoping Cong attributes this relative success in over-
coming Chinese parental hesitancy to place children in mision schools to
contact with Chinese women rather than Westerners and argues that indi-
genization created more educational and professional opportunities for
Chinese women.™

Scientific Childcare in a Revolutonary Age

In 1912 the minister of education, Cai Yuanpei, promised that education
under the Republic would “adhere to the principles of childhood devel-
opmental psychology.™* Holder of a doctorate in experimental psychol-
ogy from Germany, Cai encouraged the establishment of departments of
psychology in China. Mew universities opened up positions for Chinese
academics. Many faculty were returned students who had won Chinese
government scholarships, stipulated by the Boxer Protocol, to study in
the United States. Tsinghua University, founded with funds from the Boxer
Indeminity, provided training for Chinese students preparing to study
abroad. Among these was Chen Hegin, who had won a government schol-
arship in part on the basis of prevaricating about his age. At Tsinghua, Chen
boyeotted traditional Confucius “worship” required of students.™ He
enrolled in a course in food etiquette at the Shanghai YMCA, modeled on
Edith Bremer’s ¥ WCA International Instimites in the United States, which
“pursied both cultuml pluralism and social integration of newcomers in
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American society.™ According to later Communist critics, Chen epito-
mized the sel-fashioned, semicolonized elite.

As so frequent in his later writing, health and cultire were conjoined
threads in Chen’s reflections. But as an entering college freshman embark-
ing on hisstudies in the United States, he vacillated between medicine and
education. Given intense competition for employment, medicine seemed
to offer 2 more stable and lucrative career. Chen also considered medi-
cine the more patriotic option for serving society. However, on board the
ship to the United States, fellow student Tao Xingzhi (1891-1946), who
would later become one of John Dewey’s most famons students in China,
convinced Chen of China’s need for educational professionals. Already
enrolled in Johns Hopkins as a premedical student, Chen received his
undergraduate degree there before pursning a master’s degree in education
at Columbia Teachers College. He intended to continue studying educa-
tional psychology at Columbia University but exhausted his scholarship
funds. Without a2 Ph.D. degree, he fortified his credentiaks in educational
psyvchology by becoming a public intellectual, especially within Christian
circles, on the basis of his publications and outreach. His early interest in
medicine influenced his writings on childrearing.

Chineseness and Racial Self-Stengthening

Key to his assertions that Chinese childhood represented a distinct care-
gory was an assumption of racial distinction. Chen’s experiences in the
United States helped him to see “Chineseness”—or what it meant to be
Chinese—as a racial category rather than a civilizational designation as had
been the case in traditional China. According to Joseph Levenson, Chi-
nese intellectuals in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries con-
fronted the dilemma of either preserving Chinese civilization, at the
expense of national power, or modernizing the state by rejecting tradition.™
Chen circumvented this question—defining China as a civilization or a
nation-state—Dby incorporating transnational notons of mcial solidaricy. In
his view, because Chinese Americans suffered racial discrimination in the
United States, they were linked to China in an international context of
Western imperialism. Race helped to bind Chinese and Chinese Ameri-
cans together in a form of cultural patriotism that included a civic concern
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for China’s national interests rather than simiply a Darwinian push for Chi-
nese racial advancement.™

Americans {and later Chinese Communists) readily interpreted Chen's
activities within the rubric of assimilation to American cultural values.
Chen served as scoutmaster to the first Chinese American Boy Scout troop,
which Americans saw asa trinmiph in race equality, proving that “Chinese
voungsters are no different than yvoungsters of any other race™ But the
troop was segregated. Chen guided scouts in reading Booker T. Wash-
ingtons Up from Slavery as 2 model of selfZimprovement in the fice of
institutional prejudice. The troop gave the adolescents an opportunity
to be “among their own people,” and Chen encouraged scouts to learn
about Chinese culture and society.™

Chen presented himiself as a cultural ambassador for China rather than
a religions convert to Christianity, and thus reversed conventional conver-
sion narratives. At a Christian summer camp “in the American South,
[they| don't often see Chinese people, so they asked us [two Chinese stu-
dents| about the strengths and weaknesses of China,” Chen noted. “I took
this oppornity o spread Chinese culture.”™ As a corollary to their mis-
sion work, Christian churches often asked international students to speak
about their home culture.” The first time Chen gave a public lecture, a
teacher introduced him with hearfelt graticude for the opportunicy to learn
about Confucius from “a real Chinaman.” No expert on Confucius, Chen
failed miserably and cried afterward.”™ He must have understood that he
derived authority among American andiences because of his race. In China,
he would continue to draw on the authority of personal experience as an
important resource for knowledge production.

In his studies in the United States, Chen also learned abourt racial dift
ference as an analytical factor in the social sciences. The chair of Colum-
bia's psychology department “assigned™ Chen to write a dissertation on “a
comparison of intelligence capacities among different races,” and he com-
pleted one vear of research before his Chinese-government scholarship
expired.” Cross-racial analysis was common in psychology research in the
early twentieth century; Chinese doctoral students, leveraging their com-
munity service in local schools, often conducted research in their own eth-
nic comnunities.” In their research, Chinese students often questioned
the innate or learned characteristics between Chinese and Americans
isometimes to counter what they perceived as bias by Caucasian research-

ers).” Chen accepted the premise that Chinese children were inherently
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distinct, no matter what their educational training, cultural habits, or
learned behavior. Instead of importing established conclusions, Chen
emploved scientific methods to formulate his own principles, based on the
unique nature of Chinese childhood.

Chen’s Child Study in the May Fourth Era

As Chen returned to China in 1919, Chinese vouth were becoming radi-
calized through increased engagement in politics. Responding to Japan's
designs on Chinese territory at the conclusion of Wordd War I, Chinese
vouth publicly protested in waves of Chinese nationalism. Becanse of Japan’s
aggressive stance in China, ULS. models gained popularity despite contin-
ued critiques of Christianity and disillusionment over President Woodrow
Wilson's perceived failures at the Treaty of Versailles™ Limin Bai notes
that this shift in preference from Japan to the United States applied to kin-
dergarten models, especially in terms of the ideas of John Dewey.” Lec-
turing in China from 1919 to 1921, Dewey attracted so much approbation
that the Congres of the Provincial Education Association requested the
Republics educational aims be revised to indude “the Deweyian statement
‘the cultivation of a healchy personality and the development of the spirit
of democracy.” ™ In this context, Columbia University rose in prominence,
along with the career trajectories of its graduates, The cachet of Columbia
intersected with the demand for indigenization, and these wends opened
doors for Chen.

The May Fourth Movement also marked a general shift away from the
imitation of foreign models, Western or Japanese™ Female normal school
students demanded the indigenization of childhood psvchology and early
childhood education. In 1920 the Peking Women's Normal College com-
piled 2 volume that reflected both the political and intellectual urgency for
an indigenous childhood education. Their definition of “indigenization™
differed significantly from that of missionaries; it was not enough that
teachers have Chinese faces. In the words of one student, “we need o
research a specifically Chinese kind of childhood education . She emploved
the metaphor of “slavery™ to describe “blindly following™ foreign peda-
rorical models. Experts had not vet created an indigenous model to reflect
the modern Chinese child™ By asserting that modern Chinese children

differed from both their foreign and ancient counterparts, Chinese students
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implied that modern Chinese children had a complex psychology all their
WL

When Chen Hegin claimed to pioneer Chinese childhood psychology,
he drew on the model of Charles Darwin ™ Darwin's article “A Biograph-
ical Sketch of an Infant™ (1877) had placed “child observation™ in the realm
of scientific inquiry. By extending his scientific methods of detailed jour-
nal keeping and evolutionary analysis to his own offspring, Darwin induded
human infants within the same categories of species evolution as other ani-
mals. Guarding against age confladon in his observations, he carefully
described his son’s behavior in termis of what “would be considered™ a par-
ticular emotion “in an older child.” Often behaviors seemed surprising
only given misconceptions about age-related development but could be
readily explained though the lens of animal instinct. For example, Dar-
win was at first surprised that at only three months his son hiughed, but
then he reflected on the playfulness of kittens and puppies. Infants exhib-
ited behaviors considered precocious for their age but natural given their
species evolution.™ Darwin’s explanations influenced Sigmund Freud to
question the natural innocence of children and spurred the observation of
childhood in the fields of pedagogy and pediatrics in the United States after
the turn of the centurv.™ Darwin’s scientific gaze radically challenged sen-
timental conceptions of childhood.

In keeping with Darwin’s methods, Chen Heqgin recorded his observa-
tions of his son as the basis of his scientific work. He carefully recorded
time with precision, both relative to the child’s life and to real time, begin-
ning with the first notation, “This child was born at 2:019 on Decem-
ber 26, 1920."" Referring to his son as “this child™ and himself as “the
father,” Chen maintained a scientific tone of critical distance. For instance,
he wrote that on the 179h day, the child cried until his parents returned
home at 941, There were two possible explinations for the child’s discom-
fore: “one, extreme hunger; two, the absence of those he most intimately
lowes."™ With these two alternative explanations, Chen juxtaposed physical
instincts and emotional needs. Because he erased any personal reference
to himself in an effort to remain scientifically neutral, he referred o his
son’s growing affection for him in tentative termis that belie a degree of
anxiery.

Chen’s visnal records tended to express, more clearly than his rextual
notes, sentimental depictions of childhood and family life. Carefully cata-

loged and enumerated as amendments to his journal, many photographs
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captured the warmth of family affection. For example, one caption read,
“Grandma loves to hold the baby,” thus preserving a moment of family
intimacy. Other annotations described the toddler’s play, celebrating his
cognitive abilities and physical achievements at particular milestones ™ The
photographs had brief, scientific captions in Child Psypchology Research, but
the same or similar photographs gained much more sentimentalized cap-
tions in his popular parenting manual, Home Education. Thus his work

researched the science of sentiment and also sentimentalized science.

Scientific Motherhiood, Companionable Fatherhood

To gain a broader audience outside of academia (and in part because of the
relative limitations of holding only a master’s degree), Chen Heqin pre-
sented himself as a child expert in the popular media. By the turn of the
century in the United States, child observation had influenced not only
established scientists but also public intellectuals, called “child experts,”
who advised mothers on childeearing in terms of both physical and emo-
tional growth. The earliest child experts “envisaged mothers as their able
collaborators in a data-gathering enterprise that had just begun.™” They
also used academic credentials to gain credibility, especially since many
educational psychologists valued quantitative measurement over child
study. Chen translated scientific studies,”™ and he promoted his authority as
a child expert and public intellectual by granting newspaper interviews,”™

Chen repackaged his data into Home Education. In contrast to his scien-
tific articles, this publication incorporated anecdotal information in a con-
versational writing scyle. Chen drew heavily on personal experience, from
both his own children and his kindergarten students. He evaluated these
experiences through the lens of physical hygiene and mental health. To
assert the novelty of scientific childrearing, he aggressively criticized old-
fashioned approaches and claimed that “Frobel was a revolutionary.™ Like
many other twentieth-century intellectuals, Chen assumed that traditional
Chinese had muted the exuberance of childhood: “Our old-fashioned fam-
ilies often viewed children as ‘miniature adults’ {vigo chengren). Not only
do they puta lively child into long-sleeved mandarin gowns to restrict their
movement, but they also tell children to imitate aduls in every single mowve-
ment. No wonder there are so many “precocious’ children in our coun-

try.”™ Such evaluations echoed Zhou Zuoren’s disparagement of traditional
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society treatment of children as miniature adults in 1920, and both presaged
Philippe Ariess historical paradigm, along much the same lines. Echoing
Mew Culture ideals, Chen described Confucian injunctions, mirrored in
cultural sayings, as restrictive, and the reason so many Chinese people
grew “prematurely weak.” Asserting that it was the patriotic duty of par-
ents to raise their children correcty or else betray the nation, Chen urged
parents to rejuvenate China®?

In the context of May Pourth radicalsm, Chen softened the family
patriarch but did not overthrow him. According to Chen, in the new
Republic, fathers should be companions rather than old-fashioned disci-
plinarians. He contrasted his companionable relationship with his son
with his painful memories of his “extremely strict™ father™ Because Chen
advised fathers to be less strict and mothers to be less permissive, his class-
mate Tao XNingzhi observed, "1 can see that he has taught [his son] Yimin
to feel that he has a maternal father, a sister-like facher, but he [Chen] has
never lost his fundamental role as a father.”™™* For both Tao and Chen,
companionate fatherhood was intrinsically somewhat feminine. Chen
prided himself on his feminine relationality with his children {and larer
hisstudents), who plivfully called him “mother Chen.” While contrasting
his “loving methods™ with his father’s strictness, Chen nevertheless strongly
warned against “weakly doting on children.™ His student and colleague
Zhang Zonglin noted their unusual position of being male kindergarten
teachers. MNevertheless, his maleness, as well as his overseas credentials,
helped to propel Chen as a child expert rather than just another female
normal school graduate. Chen drew on his personal experiences to make
his arguments more compelling, nuch in the manner that his contem-
poraries were publishing personal stories of victimhood for political
revolution. ™

In his childrearing manual, Chen employed sentimental details in ways
that contradicted the scientific observations of his journals, In Home Edu-
cation, he used captions to encourage the reader to view children through
a sentimental rather than scientific lens. As a caption to a photograph of
his daughter in 2 garden, Chen wrote, “Children are especially cute™ and
“Today’s children are tomorrow’s citizens.” {See figure 1.1) These senti-
mental and political messages were unequivocal. The photographs often
served as proof that the children responded positively to the childrearing
methods he prescribed. Chen explained child psychology in terms of

proclivities—what children naturally “like” to do, and how parents could
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manipulate that information to their own advantage. He presented child
psvchology as a parenting tool to correct children’s misbehavior and form
their character.

Although Chen criticized “old-fashioned™ parents, he maintained
traditional parenting goals. Despite the pejorative language about “long-
sleeved gowns,” Chen facilitated the parental goal of encouraging aca-
demic success. He simply asserted that the best path toward adult maturation
was a playful and naturally “childlike™ childhood—as well as regular diet
and exercise. His parenting advice would benefit not only children but
also parents. Chen argued that kindergartens would give parents a
respite from “pestering” children.” Here, Chen perhaps envisioned over-
whelmed fathers like Zhu Ziging (I898-948), who sought in vain to
delight in his rowdy brood.® Chen also warned parents against conmmit-
ting the same mistakes that he and his wife had, in rocking infants to
sleep too long, which accustomed children to sleep with parents at night.
Thus, for all his concern for children, Chen also sought to alleviate paren-
tal burdens through expert advice and early childhood education outside
of the home.

Chen viewed children within the framework of species evolution but
in ways that supported the family as the foundation of society. He selec-
tively translated and cited the ideas of Darwinian philosopher John Fisk
(1842—191). In The Meaning of Infancy, Fisk argued that “the lengthening”
of human infancy had contributed to the evolution of man’s “capacity for
progress,.”™ After comparing species, Chen concluded that the extended
duration of human pregnancy had benefited human evolution by allowing
a longer period of growth.” This analytic framework thus reinforced a new
movement among educators to protect an extended period of childhood
and to curb long-standing trends toward academic precocity. Despite Chen's
disparagement of Confucian dictates, he, like many others, cited Mozi's
analogy between dyed silk and the imprint of environment on character;
this metaphor gave experts a Chinese equivalent to John Locke’s notions
of childhood as a “blank sheet of paper” but emphasized social engineer-
ing over childhood innocence.

Chen’s study of scientific evolution reinforced his emphasis on family
values, He drew on Fisk to argue that the family as an organizational unit
had evolved according to the needs of children. Fisk lauded che family as
an advancement in civilization: “Real monogamy, real faithfulness of the

male parent, belonged to a comparatively advanced stage.™' Thus Chen’s
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stance—widely accepted among May Fourth intellectuals—against con-
cubinage adhered to a particular conceptualization of social Darwinism and
Christian notions of practical morality. For Chen, the moral center of the
family was the parent-child bond because it necessitated husband-wife
monoganyy. Chen commented that children had an “important status”
becanse of their “cohesive force™ in maintaining marriages. By enlivening

EERRTY

family life, children encouraged “sympathetic sentiments,” “the spirit of
sacrifice,” and “mutunal cooperation™ in both the family and society.™
W hereas his European and American counterparts asserted thar Western
childhood had contributed to advancing civilization, Chen elevated the
“status” of children to enconrage family reform.

Chen demonstrated that some remnant of Confocian values endured in
his commitment to the family. Susan Glosser categorizes Chen asamong a
relatively conservative group of middle-class reformers.™ Chen’s emphasis
on “good childrearing™ was emblematic of the small Chinese school of pos-
itive eugenics, led by his contemporary Pan Guangdan {1899-1967), whose
publications were funded by the Shanghai YMCA™ Both Chen and Pan
conducted surveys of college vouth. One young man claimed that public
institutions for elder care and childcare would one day replace Confucian
expectations for grown sons to “respect the elderly and cherish the young™,
Chen responded that such abnegation of responsibilicy was neicher possible
nor advisable® This comment illustrates Chens commitment to eldercare—
despite Chinese trends to fragment the extended family. According to
Glosser, Chen misread student surveys when he claimed that young men
remained at home to support their parents rather than to gain emotional
support.™ But that interpretation was in keeping with his own sense of
duty toward his widowed mother, who lived with him throughout her old
age. Chen certainly appreciated her contributions looking after her seven
grandchildren.” Like Mao Zedong, Chen sided emotionally with his
mother when he saw, at 2 young age, his father beat his mother, but Chen’s
solution was scientific reform and emotional transformation rather than
political revolution.

Chen envisioned public institutions buttressing, rather than replac-
ing, the family. In his parenting manuals, he indicated that educational
institutions could never substitute for families. It was the role of the kin-
dergarten teacher, and Chen’s parenting manual, to help inform and sup-
plement family education within the home. Chen and Pan asserted their

roles of authority about modern childrearing, and thus also proper family
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relationships. In this way Chen took on the mantle of teacher vis-i-vis the

relatively more radical {and sometimes anti-Christian) May Fourth youth.

Reception of Drum Tower Kindergarten

Because of his back ground and values, Chen Heqin found the most recep-
tive audience to be Christians who accepted race-based definitions of Chi-
nesenes and models of indigenization. Christians welcomed Chen’s basic
arguments about the child’s centrality to the family. For example, in her
ML.AL thesis in 1932, Chu [ Yang echoed Chen when she wrote, “Children
mean 1 great deal to the family, even though they hold only a licle place
according to the old Chinese family system.”™ Chen and other Christians
worked to elevate children’s status and to modernize the Chinese family
in the Republic.

While May Fourth intellectuals argued that modern scientists had
dismissed religions (including Christianity) as superstition, foreign mis-
sionaries increasingly emphasized the common ground among Christi-
anity, Confucianism, and progressivism.” For example, the YWCA journal
the Green Year (Qingnian, which could also be translated as “vouth™) intro-
duced Freudian child psychology with rhetoric and images of playful child-
hood drawn by famed artist Feng Zikai {1895-1975), inspired lovingly by
his own brood.™ Thus in both the Green Year and Home Education, illus-
trations depicted childhood in sentimental terms in contrast to the scien-
tific content of the text. The enchantment of childhood helped to mask,
in the Green Year, the more unsavory aspects of Freud, just as it obscured
the more unpleasant aspects of Darwinian influences in Home Educarion. In
the Green Year, Chinese women echoed the long-standing misionary
drive to tailor education to the Chinese child and cantioned, “If instruc-
tors who guide children neglect the principles of child psychology, cheir
work will betray God’s purpose.™!

Chinese child educators agreed with the need to indigenize early child-
hood education based in part on numbers of Chinese kindergartens. In
192(} the female students of early childhood education had charted the
growth of kindergartens around the world and lamented China’s lack of
statistics: “China is the most childish [pouzfi, in this context, backward|
country, in terms of early childhood education.™ " In the 193(s child experts
cited Chen Heqin's statistics from 1924 that China had 156 mission
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kindergartens in contrast to only 34 native ones." Chen established the
Drum Tower Kindergarten to serve middle-class faculty at Dongnan Uni-
versity." His kindergarten provided him with a basis for conducting
educational experiments and publishing children’s textbooks. He admitted
that 2 “huge problem”™ was the kindergarten’s reliance on “foreign materi-
als.” Reiterating the concerns of students ar Peking Womens Normal
School, he complained that, without a unified national curriculum, “All
kindergartens follow mission-school methods and outdated Western prec-
edents.” When importing foreign theories, reachers failed o adjust them
to Chinese children. Chen adapted a metaphor from Cinderella {recalling
China's tradition of foot binding) to describe the unsuitable “fit” of Western
models for Chinese children: “It's as if they are forcing traditional methods
by cutting off toes in order to force feet into ill-fitting shoes.™™® Chen thus
depicted psychology as biologically innate, in the manner of foot size and shape.
Furthermore, like the female students at Beijing Normal, he aimed to
surpass Frobel and Montessori to address the needs of Chinese children.

Chen’s answer to the problem of indigenization was to study his stu-
dents and to tailor curricula and tovs to their needs. As Susan Fernsebner
notes, the kindergarten movement intersected with the “native-goods
movement” to boyeott foreign goods on patriotic grounds. Educational toys
were merely one tool in a2 larger philosophical and instdmdonal program
for the kindergarten movement. Chen helped to introduce American influ-
ences that inspired a greater degree of creativity through a new focus on
the happiness of children. According to new national standards, which
Chen would help to outline, the main goals of kindergartens were to
increase children’s mental and emotional health, to facilitate children’s hap-
piness, and to asist parents in family education.™ Children’s happiness
thus became an explicit part of the curriculum. Mormal school psychol-
ogy textbooks also asserted that educators had a responsibility to develop
the individuality and unique traits of each child. "™ “Work,” in the context
of the kindergarten, was defined by such activities as drawing, folding ori-
gami, playing with clay, and singing. As in the Qing the goal was to
develop the habit of physical exertion, increase working capacity, and incul-
cate a spirit for community service but, in the Fepublic, with a greater
degree of attention to each child’s sense of fun."®

The daily schedule of the kindergarten included play, work, and learn-
ing. When Chen Heqin and Zhang Zonglin wrote Kindergarten Curriculum,
they defined the modern kindergarten as different from old methods, with
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health inspections, outside play, snack time, and naptime, according to the
Montessori Methods, in a six-hour day." Qing educators had sought to
increase motor skills through carefully controlled exercises, bur Chen
championed relatively more unrestricted “free play™ in natural settings.
Drum Tower Kindergarten included lessons about the school’s garden, pet-
ting zoo, and class pets. As advocated by Dewey, the kindergartners took
field trips to learn about the post office or public transportation.”™ Like
Rousseau, Chen championed children’s “observational research™ of natu-
ral phenomena like the changing of the seasons." He complained chat
parents were too afraid of allowing their children to play outside, in
nature, but also recommended they wash with antibacterial soaps.

Chen fostered children’s personal hygiene and health. “Homework™
included brushing teeth. Chen reinforced trends to measure and monitor
the growth of children, and he also educated families about medicine. Each
year the kindergarten curricula included 2 discussion of the need for vac-
cinations. In November the school ran medical examinations and con-
ducted home visits. The kindergarten also invited parents to the school for
student performances and arc displays that showcased their happy achieve-
ments.'? A questionnaire surveyed parents about sleeping patterns, diet, and
digestion, and Chen used some of their examples in his parenting manual.
These measures aimed to cooperate with parents racher than challenge
parental authority.

Just as Chen sought to educate mothers through instruction on Chi-
nese child psychology, he also professionalized reachers through institu-
tions for Chinese children. In 1926 he helped to found the Chinese

Educational Society, which aimed to “promote a professional spirit among

LRk} 14

educators,”™ especially those in primary and kindergarten education.
Members were originally drawn from the local organizations with personal
connections to Chen, but by 1934 it had expanded to include 1,600
members, Chen emphasized it scientific goals: he described the sociery as
“a pure research organization that studies primary school, childhood edu-
cation, and family education, and [as] having an emphasis on practical prob-
lems concerning childhood education and [as] providing practical
reference materials for childhood education.™ Through publications by
the Chinese Educational Society, his kindergarten’s curriculum became
widely influential. His educational materials would provide the standard
reference for kindergarten instructional materials for vears to come. '
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In 1926 Chen Heqin, his student Zhang Zonglin, and other prominent
educators contributed to the Republic’s curricular standards for kindergar-
tens. In those national standards, kindergartens promoted citizenship
training and patriotic education about Sun Yat-sen, the national flag, patri-
otic stories, and Chinese folk tales. General knowledge included informa-
tion about history, geography, and citdzenry rimals for the new Republic.
Kindergarten teachers mediated between child and state. For example, as
modeled in Drum Tower Kindergarten, teachers enforced public health
standards and reinforced new civic practices much as bowing to the national
flag)"” Because most kindergartens were private and thus not under direct
state control, state influence was transmitted through private publications,
model kindergartens, and educational associations like Chen’s. As Perer
Zarrow has noted, the ROC did not direct the production of textbooks,
but anthors nevertheless closely followed new political currents."™

The professional society allowed elementary school and kindergarten
teachers a venue to circulate their ideas. The Chinese Educational Society
met annually during the 1930s to discuss particular themes in childhood
education. Through Drum Tower Kindergarten, the society published a
periodical, Children's Education, as well as a series of children’s books and
textbooks. The society offered primary school teachers opportunities for
professional advancement by allowing some members to tour Europe and
America." The Chinese Educational Society expresed hope to reach the
poor as well as the elite. Among the professional goals of the organization
was to “push for progress in children’s welfare services.”"™"

Itis worth comparing the Drum Tower Kindergarten to its contempo-
rary, Fragrant Hills Orphanage, a genuine charity. Founded by the former
premier of the Republic, Xiong Xiling (I870-1937), as an extension of his
famine relief, Fragrant Hills was a large home for unattached children of
various ages, rather than a private kindergarten for middle-class parents.
Mevertheless, the two shared some important characteristics, especially in
terms of the overlap between education and research. In 1923 Xiong's first
wife, along with Chen Hegin's friend Tao Xingzhi, established the Mational
Association for the Promotion of Mass Education, and this organization
became connected with Fragrant Hills by 1930, Likewise, the Drum
Tower Kindergarten published materials produced by the Chinese Educa-
tional Society, with a strong affiliation with Dongnan College’s research
departmient. Both institutions thus became vehicles for research, which
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helped to bridge between charitable instruction for the poor and kinder-
gartens for the wealthy,"™™

Although Chen Heqin's efforts could be seen within the larger move-
ment to create “native” kindergarten institutions, some contemporaries
criticized him for lacking progressive values. In the prefice to a reprinting
of Home Education, Chen responded to charges of sexism and Western
assimilation. He defended himself by arguing that his choice of docu-
menting his son rather than his daughter, and of speaking English rather
than Chinese at home, reflected circumstantial resources rather than pref-
erential bias. As the eldest, his son served as the first possible research
subject; moreover, his children could easily integrate into the larger
Chinese environment.™ Foreshadowing Pierre Bourdien,”* Chen thus
assumed that the social habitus of local Chinese society had more power to
absorb than to be absorbed. The context of Chen's kindergarten curriculum,
coupled with his assertions that he was paving new ground in “Chinese”
child psychology, indicate an underlving assumption that his children
would always remain Chinese, no matter how they dressed or what lan-
wuage they spoke. Chen appropriated academic definitions about the bio-
logical demarcation of race a5 a form of distinction, but his non-Christian
andience was relatively more sensitive to the possibility of ethnic mimicry
and culmiral asimilation.

Chen’s definitions of indigenization could thus appear ephemeral to
those who did not share his understanding of racial distinctions. Within
the parameters of study ing the “Chinese™ child, Chen rarely if ever explic-
itly compared Chinese and non-Chinese children bevond their social
contexts; hence it is difficult to pinpoint the way that Chen arrived at the
“indigenous” within his work. It is unclear what made the Chinese child
biologically or even ethnically distinct for Chen. In contrast to the work
of Pedro Orata, for example, in emphasizing music for Filipino children,™
Chen defined the characteristics of childhood in much broader terms, about
the need for proper diet and play, which may hardly seem unique to the
Chinese child {except in terms of their supposed historical neglect, which
he highlighted). The “indigenons™ innovations of his curriculum appear
largely political. For examiple, Chen generated new political content, such
as the commemoration of national leader Sun Yat-sen, when he published
children’s stories based on Chinese history and folklore. While an impor-
tant component of indigenization, these contributions point to China’s par-

ticular political environment rather than innate racial differences.
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Conclusion

Missionaries had long hoped to unleash the potential of Chinese yvouth to
challenge Confucian patriarchy, but Chinese vouth of the May Fourth
Movement far outstripped missionary critiques of Chinese traditions. The
movement arose on college campuses in response to Japanese claims on
Chinese territory {conceded by Germany) at the end of World War [; the
rise of age-graded curricula culminated in higher education thus indi-
rectly contributed to the phenomenon of “MNew Youth.” Chen Hegin
applinded some aspects of the New Culture Movement's efforts to over-
turn Confucian traditions and to “discover™ modern childhood. Mever-
theless, he sought to reform but conserve the Chinese family along Western
lines and in accordance with social Darwinian theory. While many Chi-
nese may have considered Chen a Westernized convert, he drew on racial
definitions o develop an indigenous form of childhood education and
engenic childrearing.

Chen responded to the call to indigenize eady childhood education, first
by studying the Chinese child and administering Chinese schools, and then
bwy creating an academic program in higher education. He asserted that as
a unique subject, the Chinese child formed a unique object of scientific
study. Although adhering to the legidimacy of science, he in some ways
also challenged the universal claims of Western knowledge—perhaps in a
process somewhat similar to what Sanjay Seth describes in colonial India.
As Seth notes, one dominant aspect of Western thought since Weber has
been to desentimentalize objects of scientific inquiry:'™ in contrast, Chen
negotated the emotional tension of analyzing his own child by chiming
that Western-style sentimentalization could be instrumentalized for what
he considered revolutionary political purposes.

By increasing the sentimental value of a happy childhood within the
family unit, Chen implicitly critiqued May Fourth proposals for envision-
ing public institutions as serving the purely functional needs of dependent
children and elders; the emotional labor of parenting {and grandparenting)
was an important part of tradidonal values of “respecting values and cherish-
ing children.” In the context of May Fourth denunciations of the Chinese
family, more radical than Christian critiques of Chinese patriarchy, Chen
also advocated a version of family reform fir more palatable to Christians, and
thus in 1928 he became the minister of Chinese education in the Interna-

tional Settlement in Shanghai. Chen’s elevation to minister, a position
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rarely granted to native Chinese, was a response to ROC regulations in
1927 limiting mission evangelism and promoting Chinese administra-
tors.'” lgnoring his effors at indigenization, critics in the 1950s labeled
Chen a “comprador™ almost indistinguishable from imperialists.”* Their
criticism perhaps indirectly confirms his influence. Chen helped substan-
tiate the scientific justification for a specific Chinese Christian approach
to child welfare, which would facilitate cooperation between Chinese
Christians, Americans, and non-Christian Chinese under the Republic of
China.
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CHAPTER II

Cherishing Children

The National Child Welfare Association
in the Nanjing Decade, 1928-1937

onflict and competition dominate our narratives of Sino-Western

encounters, even those of transnational charity. This emphasis is

due in part to the traditional welfare obligations of the Chinese
state. The Qing empire had derived legitimacy from its considerable abil-
ity to mobilize grain relief in the eighteenth century, but by the end of the
nineteenth, Westerners often managed famine relief—the political impli-
cation being, to Chinese audiences, to discredit state authority.' Further-
more, charities conld nndermine Chinese state control. Caroline Reeves
notes that charities like the Japanese Reed Cross were sometimes even lev-
eraged to encroach on Chinese national territory.” According to Thomas
DuBois, foreign imperialism compromised international relief effores.”
Chinese elites readily understood and condemned connections between
foreign imperialism and evangelical charity.

While compelling, such narratives overlook the ways in which the
Republic of China promoted new models of international cooperation and
national solidarity in the name of shared civic values? [n 1927 ROC offi-
cials encouraged all religious organizations o pursue public welfare.® This
injunction reframed charitable activities as a civic responsibility, rather than
a religions calling.” Likewise, through rights-recovery regulations, the
ROC also restricted latitude to evangelize. Zeng Guilin traces negotia-
tions between the state and religious organizations to increase transparency
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and minimize the likelihood of corruption.” As a result, religious charities
increasingly secularized as a form of civic philanthropy.

Asa “foreign religion,” Protestant charities especially sought to improve
their public image through government connections. One organiza-
tion tackled the fraught issue of child welfare in ways that complicated
international lines of diplomacy and cut across sovereign boundaries in
Shanghai. In 1928 Chinese Christian leaders, such as Chiang Kai-shek’s
brother-in-law Kong Miangxi, founded the MNational Child Welfare
Association in Shanghai with the financial backing of is sister organiza-
tion, China Child Welfare, Inc., based in New York. The association lob-
bied the ROC for greater legal protections on the basis of its scientific
research. In the 1944 child welfare worker Doris Ho called the NCWA
the oldest child welfare organization of irs kind ® Maura Cunningham alko
credits the NCWA with executing the lion's share of child welfare ser-
vices in Shanghai during the Manjing era.”

The NCWA aimed to improve quality of aid rather than simply extend
its coverage. With Americans relegated to financing rather than directing
projects, the Shanghai headquarters evaluated Christian mission homes
across China and channeled money from the United States to improve their
services. American funders thus implicitly acknowledged their dependence
on Chinese leaders to improve the services and reputation of Christian mis-
sions in China. With experts like Chen Heqin as secretary, the MOWA
furthered the standing of Chinese Christians and provided them with ser-
vice and professional oppormnities. In the WCWA Chinese Christians also
reached out to non-Christian allies to lobby for legal protections and state-
sponsored programs for children.

If American funders demonstrated their support for Chinese (especially
Christian) political leaders in the ROC, Chinese Nationalists signaled their
competence to retake treaty ports, such as the International Settlement and
French Concession of Shanghai. As part of 2 nationalistic enterprise to rees-
tablish anthority over a country fragmented by semicolonialism and war-
lordism, Chiang Kai-shek, then head of the Guomindang, adopted modern
state institutions, After positing this thesis in relation o police work, Fred-
eric Wakeman inspired scholars to recognize the ROC's {and even the
Qing’s) need to prove modern self-sufficiency in other areas such as health
and law.™ In the arena of child welfare, the ROCs assertions of sovereign
independence complicated Sino-Western cooperation. This environment

gave rise to what Andrea Janku terms a “dual system™ of Chinese and
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international aid." When modernizing charity, urban Chinese elites coop-
erated not only with international organizations but also with traditional
Chinese charities in rural areas.

Cooperation between Shanghai and New York masked tensions about
child welfare. Although Western funders promised to defer to Chinese
leaders, they also insisted on financial trnsparency, office management, and
photographic documentation that significantly Westernized the organiza-
tion. By challenging Chinese nepotism, Western funders further pushed
elite Chinese away from familial modes of organization. Chinese and West-
ernt leaders also clashed over fundraising techniques. For example, U.S.
funders preferred photographs of needy children in fundraising campaigns,
whereas Chinese leaders caprured images of well-run institutions and circu-
lated attractive portraits of donors’ families to inspire confidence and drw
investment in their organization. The NCWA showcased the health and
patriotism of children as 2 symbol of Chinas vigorous future,

Money and Leadership, Berween China
and the United States

The Mational Child Welfare Association lobbied to protect childhood from
labor, abuse, and exploitation. In 1925, soon after the failure of the Child
Labor Bylaw, Chinese leaders had begun to plan for the NCWA"™ In his
capacity as minister of industry and commerce, Kong Xiangxi continued
the efforts by the Child Labor Committee to impose mininiim age require-
ments for child labor but expanded its activism to include other areas of
child protection, such as medical care and juvenile law. Chief among its
new tactics was providing welfare services with international funding and
ROC government cooperation.

heanwhile, American Christians founded China Child Welfare to sup-
port its sister organization in China financially. In the spring of 1927 its
leaders applied for legal status as a philanthropic organization in the United
States and then traveled o China to formalize the relationship the follow-
ing vear.” In June former missionary J. 5. Nagle became the head of China
Child Welfare. Operated out of the headquarters of the City Bank of New
York (now Citibank), one of the first American banks to enter China after
the Opium Wars, the organization remitted donations via the bank’s branch
office in Shanghai for philanthropic work in China.
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In 1931 the NCWA formally registered with the ROC and was then
“licensed™ to conduct work in child welfare “throughout the country.™
Headquartered in Shanghai, the asociation soon established branches in
major Chinese cities.”® The NCWA coordinated the efforts of existing
organizations and sometimes inspected alleged misconduct among local
missions. Western funders wriangulated the relatdonship between national
and local elites in China. Through the NCWA, urban elites cooperated
with bureaus at different levels of government and across national and eth-
nic lines. In terms of political networking, curricular content, and sym-
bolic function, the NCWA projected an image of Chinese leadership both
in society and within the home. Leaders presented childhood as a site of
social intervention, both in terms of the deterrence of crime among poor
children as well as fostering of leadership among elite children.

The NCWA embedded a waditdonal term, “cherishing the young”
(eipon), in its Chinese title to refer to Confucian values of extending love for
ones own children to those of others' The term was traditionally paired
with “respecting elders™ {zunlac) and connected to Confucian values of filial
reverence. The association defined “child welfare™ as the holistic “well-being”
of all children and often used the term synonymously with “happiness.™ Like
child psychologist and NCWA board member Chen Hegin, the NOCWA
sought to raise the status of children and thereby modernize the Chinese fum-
ily. The association emphasized benefits to all children but nevertheless dif-
ferentiated children along the lines of gender and dass,

In che early 193()s the NMCWA spearheaded 2 national movement to cher-
ish the voung The association first published Child Welfare Monthily®
but then targeted middle-class parents much more specifically in its sec-
ond journal, Modem Parents. Notwithstanding this shift, the ormganization
continued to champion “cherishing children” as an impetus for philan-
thropic programs for the poor. The association aimed to upliftall children
as a strategic measure to ease class tensions. In 1934 the Shanghai Munici-
pality formed the Children’s Bureau (more technically translated from the
Chinese as the Child Happiness Committee) with members of the NCWA."
The word “happines” in the Chinese title of the Childrens Burean emipha-
sized the importance of child welfare, but the committee operated
along the lines of the U.S. Children’s Burean.™ The Shanghai Children’s
Burean undertook specific tasks for child protection. The association
also received ROC tax breaks on the publication of its journals *' In

return for performing paragovernmental functions, such as sheltering
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street children, the NCWA received substantial subsidies by 1935 from the
Chinese Ministry of Finance ™

The association provided an important platform for political leaders to
assert their concern for all Chinese children as future leaders of the nation.
In addition to Kong Xiangxi, it drew support from national-level officials
like former premier Xiong Xiling and nominated Chiang Kai-shek and
Dai Jitao (1891-1949), the first head of the Examination Yuan, as honorary
presidents.™ Dai and XNiong also contributed to founding lay Buddhist char-
ity instittions, and so their inclusion bespoke a willingness to cooperate
with government leaders for secular progress. The advisory committee also
included Alfred Sze (1877-1958), ROC ambassador to the United States,
as well as D, Timothy Lew (1891-1947), dean of Peking University.™ Xiong
and Sze became especially prominent as members of cros-ministry comi-
missions for charitable aid in the MNationalist er. These Chinese politicians
had extensive ties with Westerners and helped to facilitate international
diplomacy with regard to child welfare. Western funders asserted that the
MNCWAs government ties would facilitate real change.™

The executive level of the national NCWA included nationally recog-
nized figures, but its committee members generally stemmed from the pro-
fessional middle class—especially in urban branches, including the Shanghai
NCWA. These members often had extensive connections to the Interna-
tional Settlement of Shanghai. Dr. Zhu Zhanggeng (1900-1978) served
as both a health officer for the School Health Division of the Shanghai
Special Municipality and 2 member of the NCWA Child Stdy Commic-
tee. Chen Hegin became the minister of Chinese education for the Shang-
hai Special Municipality. Hu Yigu (b. 1876), a judge in the Shanghai
hunicipality, also served as the head of the NCWA Child Protection Coni-
mittee. They conducted survey work for the NCWA in the foreign conces-
ston. The organization thus promoted Western-trmined Chinese men as
professional experts. These reformers could also “stimulate governmental
interest and responsibility in the welfare of China’s children.™*

Christion and Non-Christian Comechions:

Welfare as a Strategy

The NCWA recruited members from business circles and Christian com-

munities in Shanghai. The association drew on the financial help and
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voluntary support of the Shanghai Women's Club. The president of the
Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce endorsed the association and
permitted it to conduct general meetings in the chamber. ™ Garfield Huang
(Huang Jiawei), secretary of the National Committee of the YMCA and
the founder of the National Anti- Opium Association, served as acting
secretary of the NOWA. Fundraising practices targeted local Chinese
Christians. In 1929 local Chinese churches contributed dothes and 4004
1.5, dollars for famine in North China.™ Kong Xiangxi suggested a
“Child Welfare Day,” with Sunday services designated for preaching the
importance of child welfare and collecting special contributions from the
offertory box.™ The church calendar thus inspired new fundraising
strategies.

Mew York emiphasized to ULS. donors that NCWA leaders were Chris-
tian.” Kong, a descendent of Confucius, had converted to Christianity and
graduated from Oberlin College. He temporarily convened meetings,
which he opened with a praver, in his own office to save on overhead costs.™
Christian journals also identified the religious motivation for the NCWA.
As member of the NCWA and in his capacity as editor of The China Mis-
sion Yearbook and the Chinese Recorder, Dr. Frank Rawlinson (1871-1937)
analogized the association to “an infant facing Goliath™ and proclaimed
that Christians had a special mission to protect children and thereby build
a strong Chinese nation.*? Chinese-language Christian periodicals also
identified the NCWA as Christian charity.™

The Mew York office further suggested thar the NMCWA affiliate irself
with the Mational Christian Council of China {NCC).** The secretary of
the NCC was at the time also one of the founding members of the NCWA. ™
And yet the NCC woted against supporting the child welfire movement as
a possible distraction from its mision to spread the Gospel.™ Apparently,
child welfare could potentially divert funds and resources to activities that
were not specifically evangelical. Both Chinese and Americans also agreed
that the NCWA should be indusive and broadly ecumenical 7 The NCWA,
for example, sometimes helped remit dedicated donations to Catholic char-
ities in China.™ As the NCC had predicted, Christian belief was not a
requirement for the NCWA's social services, nor were such services inte-
grated into evangelical recruitment.

Despite its Christian connections, the NCWA also cooperated with non-
Christian institutions. It remitted funds from the Golden Rule Founda-
tion to former premier Xiong Xilings Western Hills Orphanage and
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showcased the institution in its publicity material asa model . The NCWA
also willingly relinquished some of its wards to the non-Christian organi-
zation. For example, in 1930 ten boys, ages fourteen to seventeen, origi-
nally from Shandong, left the Longhua Orphanage in Shanghai for Western
Hills to learn a trade ™ Established in 19046 in response to a famine, the
orphanage (also called the Shanghai Induscrial Orphanage) emphasized
vocational training. The board of directors included such prominent Bud-
dhist philanthropists as Wang Yiting (1867-1938). As Janet Chen notes, the
orphanage did not punish wards for refusing to convert but cultivated a
Christian environment by setting aside time for daily pravers and Sabbath
rest.” Child welfare was thus an important arena for cooperation for a vari-
ety of Republican-era power holders.

Professional Women in Child Services

The NCWA followed global trends, shifting from elite female volunteerism
o professional welfare services. Reecognizing the importance of Christian
women in promoting child welfare, Kong Xiangxi suggested hiring “a
lady™ to serve as second vice-chair. The association approved Lucy Kuo,
the Christian wife of educator Guo Bingwen (1880-1969).* Already active
in the Women’s Social Service League, she traveled among circles in the
Chinese Christian community.* She was fluent in English and communi-
cated regularly with the New York office.* Acting Secretary Garfield
Huang argued that, given Lucy Kuo's “training and experience,” the
MNCWA should hire her full-time with a stipend of 100 yuan.* Huang val-
ued her “motherly heart,” especially for girs, and defended her “Christian
principles” in continuing to honor her marriage vows even after her
husband had abandoned her* Allegedly without her knowledge, to avoid
cansing “embarrssment” regarding her financial difficulties, her friends
petitioned the association to ensure her salary.? Private funders secured her
stipend.® When Lucy Kuo recommended her friend for a position, she also
highlighted both the woman's need, as 2 widow, and her gualifications after
completing a professional course in kindergarten training. Even while
creating salaried work for professional women, the NCWA rewarded tra-
ditional Confucian chastity in the guise of Christian morality.

In the 19305 the NCWA worked in conjunction with Christian colleges

and mission schools to professionalize child welfare education. According
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to the Mew York office, one of the goals of the organization was “the train-
ing of Chinese child welfare workers” in accordance with the medical
advice of Dr. Josephine Baker; her “The Lictle Mothers League™ was trans-
lated by the Christian Literature Society and taught to high school girls in
treaty ports.” Christian colleges like Yenching University provided accred-
itation in a “kindergarten-primary normal course™ and required students
to investigate local conditions * The home economics department tanght
a class on “Child Care and Child Welfare.” The sociology department also
offered coursework on child development and social welfare, ™ The Uni-
versity of Shanghai not only operated its own school (kindergarten through
junior middle) for training its education majors but also worked dosely with
the MCWA in establishing the Yangshupu Social Center.™ These programs
helped to inform investigations surveying children, as part of their course-
work, and provided young women with the credentials to join the employ
of organizations offering child welfare services.

Those seeking education and emplovment in child welfare were often
elite young women or danghters of public figures. Lucy Kuo wrote to New
York about her daughter Maida's prospects for studying child welfare
during her master’s program in sociology at the University of Michigan.®
The “precious daughter” of former Peking University professor and UC-
Berkeley instructor Jiang Kanghu (1883-1954) became the chief of staffat
the Zhabei Children’s Clinic (funded by the NCWA) in 19343 Nora
Hsiung (b. 1902), the daughter of former premier Xiong Xiling, received
MNCWA funding and support and eventually went o Columbia University
for a master’s degree.® New York leaders also wrote letters of recommen-
dation for young Chinese women trained in the United States and associ-
ated with the Riockefeller Foundation.™ These women matriculated in new
programs devoted to social welfare and child psvchology and thus obtained
more professional accreditation than had the elite female volunteers, oreven
salaried workers in ransnational humanitarianism, of the previous decades,
As Matoe Sasaki argues, they were part ofa new generation of New Women
who contributed to professional fields in China.™

Precisely becanse of connections to politicians and funders, the NCWA
was vilnerable to allegations of nepotism, which led to the resignation of
Garfield Huang and the termination of his salaried vounger brother.™ Given
that Huang had advocated so scrongly on behalf of Lucy Kuo on the basis of
her need and virtue, he probably thought of the MCWA as 2 form of charity

(rather than sinecure) for its employees, as well as for its beneficiaries.
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Allegations of nepotism reinforced Western stereotypes about the Chinese
style of conducting family-run businesses. Such suspicions reveal larger
underlying culmral differences becween the New York and Shanghai offices.

Checking Missionary Abuses

Chinese and American partners envisioned the MOWA as a model of
indigenization and Chinese leadership. In anticipation of the political
sensitivity regarding Chinese nationalism, in an eady letter dated August 18,
1928, the New York office assured the Shanghai office, “Our desire is that
vour Association shall be regarded strictly as che parent sociery and ours as
the cooperating organization.” It explicitly denied any intention of “plant-
ing another exotic or foreign institution in China.” Instead, it celebrated
NCWA connections with the ROC, in keeping with contem porary effores
for an “indigenous” leadership.®

In 2 handwritten note among its files, the New York office listed under

a3 L

“some difficulties™ “foreign organization,” “criticisms of the Xian [Chris-
tian| movement,” and “unstable elements in China.”* This note indicates
that New York elites sought to address Chinese complaints about mission
work for children by relyving on Chinese intermediaries to cooperate with
established power holders; they could thus aid child victims of famine while
avoiding the common accusation of kidnapping and forced transplantation.
The NCWA, in conjunction with China Child Welfare, thus sought w
remedy the Sino-Western conflicts over control of children in a new vision
for humanitarianism.

In the late 1920s, especially before establishing its own centers, the
NCWA funneled money to improve Christian charitable homes across
China." The New York office frequently expressed the aim to fund “exist-
ing institutions” racher than establish new ones.™ [n 1928 a representative
of China Child Welfare had discovered subpar conditions among mission
homes.* For example, in the Anglin family’s Pentecostal Home in Shan-
dong, some children were going blind. The NCWA gave the Anglins a
monetary grant and relocated the sick children to Shanghai for medical
treatment. Such concerns convinced the executive committee to establish
a relief center to model best pracrices.

The NCWA surveyed, regulated, and supported Western mission

orphanagesin China in order to improve them. With a government license
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obtained in 1931, the Shanghai headquarters enjoved the authority to reg-
ulate private Christian charities throughout China and thus made itselfa
powerfil umbrella organization. OF course, U.S. churchgoers could con-
tribute to missionaries like the Anglins directly, but the NCWA had the
advantage of embodying the results of successful evangelization through
the very presence of Chinese Christians, Chinese leaders also conferred a
greater degree of legitimacy and assurance that the money would be well
spent. Given language, throughout the documents, about respecting the
authority of the ROC, aswell as the constant requests from the Mew York
office for expressions of Chinese approval, they clearly considered the
NCWA as crucial for gaining positive recognition among the Chinese,

Given Chinese rumors about misionaries kidnapping children, the
NCWA provided a legitimate conduit through which to channel desti-
tute children into welfare homes and orphanages. For example, it res-
cued impoverished children from famine conditions in Shandong in 1928
and relocated them to the Bethel Mission in Shanghai ™ It also corre-
sponded with the ROC minister of health about assuming responsibility
for fifty children who had fled rural famine and escaped to Manjing ™
(Thus, as in Shanghai, the NCWA contributed to the city by removing
needy children from the streets.) In 1928 Vice-Director Lucy Kuo traveled
with a delegation—including 2 Chinese pastor and a Western doctor—to
conduct relief work in Shandong and returned to Shanghai with one hun-
dred children for placement in the orphanages.™

The MCWA also presented itself as checking some provincial govern-
ment enibezzlement of famine funds. According to the association, the
Henan provincial government allegedly misappropriated the 120,004 USD
remitted by the China Famine Relief Committee of Shanghai, even while
children were reportedly fleeing cannibalism in the famine-struck area”
In 1929 Lucy Kuo helped carry a motion within the NCWA to remit 1,(H1)
USD o Henan and pledged to ensure that aid would be safely delivered.
Indeed, as reported by the newspaper Shen bao, in her capacity as vice-
director Kuo administered medical and food aid to 333 child victims of a
famine in MNorth China.™ In the relief campaign of 1929, the association
focused on providing “educational and hygienic resources.” especially by
vaccinating children to prevent an outbreak of smallpox. By May 1929 the
MNCWA had wken responsibility for 230 children, many from famine-
struck regions.® The association entrusted some of these responsibilities to
its associates, for example, remitting money to the YMCA and Y WCA for
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relief in Zhengzhou in a pledge of four months of funds for children, “pref-
erably girls.™™ It was tricky to support or place children without entering
the business of child rafficking noting an increased volume of sales as a
result of particularly intense famine conditions in 1931, NCWA member
Andrew Wu petitioned the government to restrict the practice.

Asearly as April 1928, the NCWA developed plans for “model centers™
of their own.™ In 1929 the association planned to build a special center, with
a model kindergarten, child study bureau, and clinic, as an experiment for
developing further projecs.™ Serving also as a receiving home, the center
would allow the NCWA to accept more children™ Some members of the
Shanghai office argued in favor of Shanghai as a location, but the New York
office was eager to retain the good graces of ROC politicians who pro-
posed building the center in China's new capital. Kong Xiangxi helped
to secure 2 donation of seven acres of valuable land from the ROC.™ Just
outside of the Old Wall of Nanjing, the land was idyllically situated near
the Jade Lake with a view of the Purple Mountains™ The land abutted
Ginling College, a Christian women’s college known for its curriculum in
domestic science and child welfare”” Norwithstanding these ideal condi-
tions, the final choice of Manjing indicated a capitulation on the part of
the Executive Committee in Shanghai to Manjing and New York.

The Mew York office envisioned the Nanjing Center as a high-profile
building to attract attention at the national level with cooperation from
“Madame Chiang Kai-shek and other Nanking [Manjing] friends.” With
important political connections, the center could serve asa “model for the
Chinese government to use in erecting similar buildings in different parts
of China.”™ The New York office offered blueprints to construct a high-
profile monument to the importance of child welfare, The model of a chil-
dren’s receiving home constructed by wealthy philanthropist Edwin Gould
{1866—-1923) in New York was regarded as “cleady a splendid piece of work
but entirely unsnitable for our Manking needs.” Another set of blueprints
by architect Henry Murphy {1877-1954), who had also designed Peking
Union Medical College and many benevolent associations in San Fran-
cisco Chinatown, was praised as better suited to China.™ Architecture
may serve 15 an analogy for Sino-Western cooperation, in which a Chi-
nese ficade sometimes belied Western designs.

Despite the active contribution of local Chinese experts and politicians,
the Mew York office aimed to direct development of the Nanjing proj-

ect. Chinese leaders assigned prominent educational affiliates of the
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YMCA, like Chen Heqin and Tao Xingzhi, to serve as executives for
planning the center’s kindergarten, hospital, and research center.™ Never-
theless, Mew York representative Pegoy Dougherty complained char “the
Committee [members in China] at present are lost in the maze of plans on
paper with no money with which to make a beginning of the construction
program.”™' In addition to their regular funds, the New York office prom-
ised L0000 USD for the center. As American money dwindled during
the Great Depression, the NCWA delayed the construction of the Nan-
jing Center, even while building other projects in Shanghai instead, thus
further indicating the NCWA's preference for investing in Shanghai.
Mot only did Shanghai and New York have different priorities, but strate-
wies for fundraising also reflected specific culmral concerns in China and
the United States.

Fundraising for Children

Child welfare necessitated sustained financial maintenance. Because the
organization housed and fed orphans in its own custody, the NCWA
required steady funds. However, when the U5, Internal Reevenue Service
investigated the China Child Welfare's status a5 2 nonprofit in late 1928,
cash flow from MNew York stalled for five full months, thus placing the
orphans in jeopardy.™ As early as 1928, New York leaders began to ques-
tion its ability to commit “financial responsibilities so heavily.™ To meet
the demands of the IR S, New York needed detailed accounts ™ The Chi-
nese side responded by remitting English-hinguage minutes, authenticated
receipts from certified public accountants, and reports from its treasurer
and auditor ™ These adjustments demonstrate how, despite assurances that
there would be no interference with operations in China, U.S. involvement
Westernized the financial accounting and actual language of operations and
administration.

Children’s charity was often a response to the public spectacle of suffer-
ing children.” Given their different visual linguages for describing the
needs of Chinese children, Shanghai and Mew York disagreed about fun-
draising tactics. The New York office requested photographs, “to tell the
story of need as spoken or written words will not.™ Individual donors
often asked for “a little photograph of the child and a brief story of the
child’s life.™ The MNew York office warned that future donations would
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“depend on what news you receive from China.™ In January 1929 New
York reported “disappointing returns on the Christmas appeal” because
they were “handicapped™ by lack of information from China on fimine
conditions and Chinese endorsements.” Executive secretary Dr._ ] Stewart
Magle even suggested hiring a “first class photographer” to produce the
“very best kind of pictures” for their fundraising campaigns ™ Originally
planning to tour China under the auspices of the China Famine Felief
Committee, Nagle sent Peggy Dougherty in his place, due to poor health.
Dougherty had instructions o facilicate communication between the two
offices, including the need for more materials from China™*

In China, Dougherty insisted, “photographs will be helpful™ for fund-
raising because illustrations extend 2 “human touch.”™ Dougherty herself
tried to photograph the “child beggars”™ who crowded around her. Upon
eving the camera, the children scattered. Dougherty had to content herself
with the photographs that the Shanghai office used for educational pue-
poses regarding best practices for child hvgiene. Despite her frustrations,
the leadership in New York categorized photography as “publicity mate-
rial” for the sake of fundraising campaigns. Also included were Chinese
statements of appreciation to demonstrate not only need for relief but also
gratitude forit™

In contrast, the NOWA caprured images of orderly, clean charity insti-
tutions. Starting in 1930, the NCWA's Child Welfare Monthly circulated
images of the association’s welfare efforts, such as campaigns to vaccinate
children in famine-struck areas™ In contrast o close-up images of indi-
vidual children, favored by Americans, Chinese photographs showcased
their own modern institntions. The NCWA’s Modern Parents reproduced
photographs of the Zhabei Children’s Clinic with orderly lines, clean
examination rooms, and modern equipment. Kong Xiangxi's recognizable
portrait hung above the nurse’s consulting table as she examined a child.”™
These images emphasized strong Chinese leadership rather than dire Chi-
nese poverty and showeased Chinese competence in line with ROC strat-
egies to retake sovereign control of treaty ports like Shanghai.

Pegey Dougherty scraightened out 2 miscommunication about the US,
request to “adopt™ children, language that she claimed had caused Chi-
nese “alarn.” She exphined to the NCWA that Americans merely wished
to foster a sentimental attachment between donors and the photographs of a
particularly attractive child. Although the NCWA could not easily iden-
tify specific children for “adoption,” it willingly responded to Dougherty’s
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suggestion that it photograph the “best-looking™ children already in their
care for foreign fundraising campaigns. It also “quickly satisfied” the request
for “designated funds™ to sponsor specific children.™ American donors
expectad updates from their “children,” who would ask “aunties” for spe-
cial birthday gifts.™ These efforts resulted in the inclusion in solicitation

letters of individual headshots of smiling children.

Through the influence of New York, the NCWA initiated modern phil-
anthropic and fundraising practices. In 1929 it introduced a system of
tiered fees from special membership to life membership, based on mini-
mum amounts of donation." This measure helped associate charitable
donations with social prestige even at the middling level among Chinese
residents of Shanghai. In additon to galis and other tradidonal fundrais-
ing events, the asociation incorporated elements unique to childhood. "™
Plays, performed by children in NCWA institutions, helped raise money.
This strategy doverailed with the asociation’s growing interest in display-
ing the vigor and health of children and continued during and after World
War IL

From among the Westerners in the association, Dougherty appointed a
small Advisory Committee in China to help facilitate communication
with New York. These members were all prominent businessmen from
important companies, including the Shanghai branch of the National Ciry
Bank of MNew York. Armed with numerous letters of introduction,
Dougherty also made “personal contacts” with ROC officials, and with
representatives of private organizations, such as the Rotary Club, the
YMCA, the Y WCA, and the Ginling Women's College Alumina Associa-
tion. She noted with satisfaction that Chinese politicians promised
“urmost cooperation.”"

Dougherty reported that Westerners in the NCWA more forthrightly
requested funds, while Chinese leaders offered “no complaints™; this dif-
ference may have been due, in part, o the ROCs attempts to assert
national sovereignty. Through the 193{0s Western expats like Reverend
George Fryer, the son of prominent Sinologist John Fryer (1839-1928),
directly confronted the New York office with mutual allegations of unnec-
essary overhead expenses™ Fryer scornfully denied allegations about
nepotism or local mismanagement in Shanghai. Yet the NCWA often pro-
moted the work of is affiliates, including Fryer as the superintendent of
the Institution for the Chinese Blind, which directed its children to weave
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goods for NOWA fundraising campaigns and received money as a resule."™
Such connections could i ncrease the perception of corruption.

Despite early legal and commmunication errors, by February 1929
Dr. J. Stewart Nagle had secured enough funds to promise monthly pay-
ments, in gold, of 700 USD for overhead expenses in Shanghai, 1,204 for
supporting 300 orphans, and 600 for general welfare in Manjing and
Shanghai. Despite the stock market crash, from January to March 1930
the Mational City Bank of Mew York increased its payments from 504 to
2,500 USD per month. The Mew York office established several branches
devoted to fundraising around the United States. But in 1930 Nagle was
forced to resign because of allegations of gross overhead expenses and finan-
cial mismanagement. From the perspective of the Shanghai office, how-
ever, due to his resignation, “consequently the wonderful structure he had
built is in a very tottering state,”™™™

According to Pegey Dougherty, American donors were demoralized by
reports of continued anti-Christian demonstrations in China. Ina letter in
1934}, she explained that American churchgoers responded negatively to
news about the desoruction of missionary property in anti-Christian riots

a7

in Changsha"™ They needed reassurance that Chinese welcomed and
appreciated aid from American Christians, if they were to continue sacri-
ficing for China despite their own hardships during the Great Depression.
Here again, the New York office wished to receive statements of gratitude
on the part of Chinese beneficiaries. Such letters strengthen my claim that
China Child Welfare aimed to legitimize mission work in the context of
China’s anti-Christian movement.

Despite the active cooperation of an American Executive Committee,
Shanghai leaders remained ignorant of the conditions for U.S. fundrasing
during the Great Depresion. While the New York office slashed its own
overhead budget, the Shanghai office requested a full list of donors from
the Mew York office, perhaps in order to conduct their own direct cani-
paign."® The New York branch demurred, arguing that the long list of
small donors would hardly be worth the time and paperwork. Given that
the Mew York office had previously encouraged the Shanghai office
send thank-you notes to donors with the potential to become regular sub-
scribers (with a pledge for recurring donations), the response of China
Child Welfare indicates 2 substantial change in the atcitude toward the Chi-
nese side’s involvement.
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One reason for the NCWAs ignorance was the delaved effect of the
Great Depression on East Asian markets. As the wellspring of money from
MNew York dwindled, the NCWA turned increasingly to Chinese sources
for funding. It lobbied the ROC and the International Settlement for spe-
cial considerations and services. For example, Sun Fo (1891-1973), the son
of the founding father of the Republic, promised the NCWA transporta-
tion on Chinese railways, but owing to miscommunications on the ground,
refugee children were stranded; Shanghai philanthropist Wang Yiting
volunteered funds during this emergency. Lucy Kuo handled these mis-
haps and persnaded hospitals to secure special rates for children to receive
more advanced medical attention than the Shanghai Children’s Clinic
could provide. "

Perhaps because Chinese members wished to assert Chinese national
sovereignty, the NCWA appealed to its own leadership for substantial dona-
tions. The NOCWA published vanity-style photographs of middle-class
families active in the asociation to reward the largest donors and financial
contributions to the organization.™ Photographs encouraged donations by
upwardly mobile middle-class families, especially politicians and business-
men who sold the products deemed necessary for a comifortable modern
childhood (see figure 2.1). For example, in May 1931, half of all donations
for that month were made by Kong Xiangxi."' Kong personally paid for
the salaries of some clerks,"? and he also gave private gifts, such as a radio

Fipure 2.1, Martha Job Collection, Hoover Institution Archives
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set, to the Child Health Clinic. The asociation thus leaned heavily on its
Executive Committee for financial contributions, which is a philanthropic
stratepy continned by Chinese NGOs today.™

By promoting modern childrearing among the elite, the asociation cel-
ebrated positive models of happy private lives. It showcased beautiful chil-
dren 2 examples of normative growth. Sometimes, family photographs and
cover photographs illustrated major ideas presented in the articles, such as
the importance of fresh air for children. This technique dovetailed with a
new scientific method, championed by US -trained psychologists like Chen
Heqin, of observing child life as a basis for projecting models of “best prac-
tices.” MNevertheless, such methods both celebrated and investigated
domestic life. Therefore, viewed from the long-term historical perspec-
tive of the growth of state supervision, the association opened the door to
observing and investigating elite families, as well as poor families, for evi-
dence of child abuse and neglect.

Childhood as a Site of Preventoon

When requesting government funding, the NCWA harkened to the
increasingly popular rthetoric thar children were the future of the nation.
Kong Xiangxi issued clichés that children were “the life of a civilization,”
and thus China had a “patriotic duty to protect children.™™ Childhood
was seen 25 an arena for the prevention of future social ills, including indus-
trial welfare to forestall Communist revolution, vaccinations to prevent
disease, and eady legal intervention to deter crime, specifically prostitution
among girls and theft among boys. In doing so, the four major divisions of
the NMCWA {Child Protection, Child Study, Child Welfire Homes, and
Child Health) aimed to study and shape Chinese childhood according to
the most progressive modern theories. These efforts allowed the associa-
tion to reach more deeply into private family life.

The NCWA appointed a special committee on Child Study, which sur-
veyed children in Zhabei, Mantao, and Yangshupu. Is investigations were
certainly facilitated by the fact that two members of the small commit-
tee were also officials in the Special Municipality. As a health officer for
the School Health Division of the Shanghai Special Municipality,
Dr. Zhu Zhanggeng conducted a study of the physical health of ten thou-
sand Chinese schoolchildren in Shanghai. Like Chen Hegin, the NCWA
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charted normative growth, in an effort to “study the best modern methods
of child training and parent education.” In addition to collecting infor-
mation on developmental norms, the association also aimed o distribute
those data through its publications and libraries.

To combat Shanghai’s high Chinese infant and child mortality, the
MNOCWA established clinics and hospitals." It opened a child health clinic
in the Shanghai Baptist Church but later relocated it to West Jukong Rioad.
The Zhabei Health Clinic also operated as a receiving home for destitute
children. Taking in sixty children at a dme for prolonged medical weat-
ment, the home then placed children in foster care on an experimiental
basis. In 1929 the NCWA consulted medical experts when building the
Child Hygiene Area in Yangshupu, the industrial section of Shanghai.'”
The University of Shanghai erected three buildings in that area and set
aside one for the Second Child Health Clinic with the understanding that
the NCWA would be responsible for running the operation." The clinic
opened on June 20, 193(0." These institutions provided a platform for pro-
fessional experts, affiliated with NCWA, to conduct social work and sci-

entific research.

Medical Welfare to Prevent Disease

Doctors applanded the NCWA's efforts to provide vaccines and medical
services to poor children from the industrial secrors of Yangshupu and Zha-
bei. The association supported the Yangshupu Industrial Clinic (which
received child workers with industrial injuries).™ David New (Niu Hui-
sheng, 1892-1937) and other doctors offered free vision and dental exams.'™
Throughout the 1930s the Child Welfare Clinic provided free baths to hun-
dreds of children each month. NMurses from these clinics made 154 home
visitations, attended to 12,965 cases, and spoke publicly 649 times in its first
vear alone '™ In 1934 the Chinese Medical Jonrnal predicted that the proposed
Children’s Hospital would facilitate medical research on children’s dis-
eases. ™ In addidon, the NCWA supported the establishment of a chil-
dren’s tuberculosis ward.'™

In keeping with the middle-class goals of child advocacy elsewhere, the
Child Health Division emphasized “educating the people of moderace
and small means to bring up their children properly.”* The MNCWA

also hosted special events intended to entice poor families to accept
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Fipure 2.2, Martha Job Collection, Hoover Institution Archives

vaccinations and medical advice. To raise awareness, it planned a publicity
campaign o coincide with Golden Rule Sunday on December 5, 1929,
The association claimed that this Child Welfire Exhibit was “the first of its
kind ever held in China,” with street parades, health clinics and examina-
tions, and the distribution of information through literature, statistics, and
equipment (see figure 2.2)." The asociation screened films advertising
good hygienic practices. The first exhibit ran for four days and cost 1,543.66
US. dollars, exceeding the estimated bud get of one thousand dollars,”" but
the NCWA must have deemed the well-attended event a succes because it
continued a two-day campaign each summer thereafter. In June 1930 a
thousand primary school students paraded through the streets with ban-
ners; B8 babies entered baby health contests; and 1,166 people received
anticholera injections.™ [n 1931 the NCWA administered free vaccines to
99 children over the course of only two days ™ Free gifts, like kites, drew
children and their families.® Fun toys helped to curb resistance against
vaccination while also emphasizing the importance of family bonding and
outdoor recreation.

Building on the success of its Child Welfare Exhibit of 1929, the asso-

ciation petitioned the Chinese government to recognize Children’s Day,
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starting in 931" Whereas the Child Welfare Exhibit overtly distributed
aid to poor children in industrial sectors of Shanghai, Children’s Day pro-
vided a veneer of celebrating strength rather than ameliorating weak ness,
Children’s Day thus helped to downplay the aspect of charity that remained
an integral part of the day of free services for children. Children’s Day
shared many of the same activities as the Child Welfare Exhibit, such as
baby health contests, public parades of children, and free entertainment.™
Government aid helped to underwrite expenses for Children’s Day, to
expand free admission for children to musenms and films, and o provide
prizes for children.'

Children’s Day provided the NCWA an opportunity not only to raise
awareness of the needs of children but also to promote its own activities
and institutions. The organization gained even greater official recogni-
tion in 1933, when the Shanghai Bureau of Social Affairs entrusted the
Children’s Bureau to organize the event. The Children’s Burean sched-
uled performances by children sponsored by the NCWA, such as those
in the Shanghai Orphanage, the Worker’s Preschool, and the School for
the Blind."” Children’s Day thus showceased the association’s fiuund raising
activities through the direct performance by children themselves.

These public celebrations coincided with the increased prominence of
childhood in the wake of Japanese milicary encroachment. In response o
the Manchurian Incident of 1931, Chen Tiesheng, a banker and the associ-
ate general secretary of the NCWA, traveled to North China to supervise
the distribution of 300,000 Chinese dollars” worth of food, clothing, and
medicine to 157,000} children.”® In this crisis, the NCWA relocated poor
children away from combat zones. In August 1931 the Ministry of Educa-
tion outlined its “Plan to Commemorate Children’s Day™ as 2 method for
promoting the “spirit of patriotic families " This rhetoric reflected con-
temporary interest in mass mobilization for national militarization.™ Just
as Chiang Kai-shek’s Mew Life Movement encouraged the inculcation of
national spirit throngh habitnated daily practice, the NCWA organized
public rituals in which children could internalize and inspire patriotism.
Practice soon turned to reality. When the batdeground moved from
Manchuria to Shanghai in 1932, Chinese Boy and Gid Scouts contributed
valiantly to the war effort amid intense aerial bombing; their visible sacri-
fice helped to convince the Chinese public that patriotic yvouth would
indeed save the nation.™ Kong XMiangxi explicitly argued that these
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activities provided a visual reminder of Chimas hope for its vigorous
future, embodied in the health of children.

Legal Protections to Reform Children and Prevent Crime

Children’s Day was just one example of NCWA efforts to “raise children’s
status” and ensure “children’s happiness.”™ On Children’s Day in 1934,
Shanghai mayor Wu Tiecheng (1888-1952), the president of the Shanghai
branch of the NCWA, advocated for an amendment to the Chinese con-
stitution to codify the protection of children rights as a distinct legal sta-
tus." The NCWA drafred 2 declaration of the “rights of the child” and
also petitioned the ROC to establish a Juvenile Court.™* The International
Settlement of Shanghai more quickly established such a court, which the
NCWA called “the first of its kind in China™ but was similar in operation
to those in the United States ' These measures conferred, or at least envi-
stoned, special legal protections for children.

The NCWA advocated for children both in the court system and in the
press by publicizing cases of neglect. The Child Protection Division of the
MNCWA retained lawvers and doctors as advisors in cases of suspected child
abuse, and NCWA doctors assessed material evidence of physical violence.
In 1931 the NCWA examined sixty-two of seventy-two suspected cases of
child abuse brought to the International Settlement court.™ In many of
these cases, women allegedly tyrannized their servant gids or underage
daughters-in-liw. In 1935 NCWA liwvers represented 123 children brought
to court."® The association also advocated on behalf of apprentices and child
workers, as well a5 “adopted children,” including young female domestic
servants, a practice associated with child labor and the abuses of traditional
Chinese families*" Through the courts, the asociation extracted prom-

ises from adoptive mothers ensuring the well-being of child brides.
In conjunction with the NCC, the NCWA moved to prohibit the sale

of women and children."™

In 1931 a thirteen-vear-old orphan girl was about
o be sold abroad into forced prostimtion before she was rescued by the
MNOCWA D this sensational case renewed the association’s afirmation of its
commitment to prohibiting the sex trade.™ In this way, the NCWA
carried forward the commitment, outlined by the League of Mations and

further relayed by the Shanghai Child Labor Committee of 19221924,
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against sex trafficking™ In 1934 the NCWA reported that it had rescued
eighteen gids from prostitution in the previous yvear. In 1935 it explined
i mission in terms of preventing poor girls from slipping into prostitu-
tion.* It received international accolades in support of its stance against
the practice of employing servant girls in Chinese families, often criticized
by colonialists and also by Chinese as a form of slavery."™

The NCWA also helped to professionalize services for child delinquents.
Among the three hundred children remitted to the asociation’s care were
“problem children™ who showed signs of criminality. Press releases implied
that petty criminal behavior arose from the inability to overcome tranma
from former abuse. As in state-sponsored patriotism in the New Life Move-
ment, there was thus a scrong psychological thrust in child advocacy work.
To help children “forget theirsorrowful past and begin anew,” the NCWA
employved a young woman who had graduated from Ginling College and
the University of California as a clinical psychologist for its institutions,™
The Community Church of Shanghai also hired a Chinese woman, trained
at a Christian college, as an industrial welfare worker in the Child Guid-
ance Clinic, with 2 loose connection to the Shanghai Municipal Coun-
cil. ™ Child advocates thus facilitated the professional employment of
women in social work.

The long-range goal of social welfare work was to reintegrate abused
children into modern and loving families. The association celebrated
individual cases of rehabilitating abused children. Judge Hu Yigu offici-
ated at the wedding of 2 young woman who had been rescued, as a girl by
the Shanghai Public Safety Bureau and the Child Protection Department
of the NOCWA; her marriage to a respectable dry cleaner indicated her
successful reentry into sociery.™ This case illustrates the asociation’s
commitment to Chen Hegin's vision for the monogamous and modern
Chinese family. In 1937, representing the NCWA, Chen joined three
people with close connections to Western Hills—former premier Xiong
Xiling of the International Red Cross of China, Xiong's wife Mao Yan-
wen of the Women's Red Cross, and Yenching University sociology pro-
fessor Guan Ruiwu—rto attend a League of Mations conference against the
international human trafficking; the representatives gave their papers to
Chen to compile in a report called “Chinese Women and Children Are
Sold.”™™ This rhetoric reinforces the noton that NCWA members saw
themselves as liberating Chinese children from the tyranny of unjust

practices.
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Industrial Welfare to Ease Class Tension

Through the NCWA and in his capacity as minister of industry, Kong
Miangxi lobbied for the abolition of child labor, an effort the New York
Times linded as “one of the most important administrative acts of the
Manking [MNanjing| Government since it gained control of China.™ Con-
tinuing the work of the International Settlement’s Child Labor Commis-
sion, the NCWA investigared industrial conditions.™ Foather than relying
solely on legal directives, in the vein of the failed Child Labor Bylaw of
1925, the Shanghai Children’s Bureaun established a preschool for workers’
children.™ The resulting First Industrial Preschool was located in the
southern part of the city." In 1934 the bureau encountered conflicts with
industrial workers when appropriating land for a preschool because it
demolished workers” shanties and challenged their squatters’ rights.™ In
1936 the preschool petitioned the Shanghai International Settlement and
the Chinese city for subsidies.* With limited finances, the NCWA aimed
to demonstrate that a factory créche could be economical and beneficial in
order to inspire industrialists to create their own nurseries for workers."™
The NCWA thus actively promoted the conjoined “paternalism and disci-
pline™ at the heart of 1930s industrial experiments in the ROCs scrugpling

developmentalist state ™

The NCWA solicited the aid and involvement of industrialists for
their welfare projects as 2 method of easing class tensions. In the pages of
journals like International Labor hiformation, it championed its work in build-
ing charity preschools and clinics in heavily industrial areas."® Speaking
at the MCWA Conference in 1933, the Western economic manager of the
British-American Tobacco Company (widely known for its employiment
of child labor) urged everyone in the community to contribute to the
alleviation of child poverty. Also speaking at the conference, Reverend
Andrew Wu (Wu Weide) of Hangzhou was elected general secretary in
part because of his work in establishing charity schools for the children
and wives of railway workers." Shanghai Mayor Wu Tiecheng served as
the head of the Shanghai branch of the NCWA in the mid-193{s, at the
same time he shut down factory strikes™ In other words, corporate
managers presented industrial welfare as 2 venue to prevent worker agi-
tation {and perhaps to improve their own public image in the face of
labor disputes).
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Family Reforms to Prevent Contnnnism

The NCWA promoted and published the work of child experts, institu-
tionally affiliated with the association, as a form of outreach to change par-
enting habits and styles. Educational psychologist Chen Hegin published
his primer Home Education through the NCWA. As editor of Modern Par
ents, psychologist Chen Zhengfan also contributed articles to the journal,
and the association provided a venue to publish his parenting manuals, "
The asociation also arranged for its members to conduct a radio broadcast
on Tuesdays on the subject of childrearing ™ Echoing the self-discipline
encouraged by the government-sanctioned New Life Movement, child
experts argued that sloppy habits and a pessimistic attitude were “no less
evil than communicable diseases.”™

The NCWA adapted missionary tactics to reform Chinese parents’ atti-
tudes toward family life. According to ¥ WCA general secretary Ding Shu-
jing (IB8HE-1936), the YMCA and NCC served as historical forerunners
for the child advocacy work of the NCWA. [n 1925 the YMCA had begun
the Better Home Campaign in China to promote domestic hygiene, paren-
tal training, and family happiness. Starting in 193} the NCC launched an
anmal Home Week in the last week of October and hosted a conference
for Christian parenting and homemaking courses. Whereas the Home
Week Campaign “was carried out in churches and mission schools through-
out China . .. [resulting in] immense good to Christian homes,”"™ the
MNCWA extended these efforts to an even broader Chinese audience.

By the mid-193s the promotion of “family education™ was integrated
into an international Christian effort o combat the perceived insidious
influences of communism. In July 1935 the association sent Ding as a del-
egate to Brussels to attend the Fifth International Congress of Family
Education.™ This conference, organized by the Catholic Church, criticized
communism for “its artificial simplification™ of labor issues. Focusing pri-
marily on social problems in the West, the organizers asserted, " Commu-
nist propaganda in these outlying sectors, where today it is coming into
direct conflict with the missionary work of the Church, would receive
inspiration from increased interest in social problems at home.™™ Chris-
tians thus saw, in Communist critiques, 2 challenge to redefine “family
education” and social work.
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Ding’s trip to Brussels was a part of a larger diplomatic mission spear-
headed by the NCWA. In 1935, in additdon to Ding, the association sent
the wife and daughrer of Premier Xiong Xiling, child expert Chen Hegin,
Chen Tiesheng, and Reverend Andrew W in a team of over thirty dig-
nitaries to the United States and Europe on a fact-finding mission about
child welfare programs. When Xiong's danghter NMora returned to China,
she gave a series of public lectures on international trends in child wel-
fare.™ Despite contact with anti-Comnunist elements in Europe, Nora
favorably presented the Soviet Union’s efforts to support childcare for fac-
tory workers and argued against misperceptions that Soviets were antifam-
ily."™ Nora Hsiung’s viewpoint indicates that midlevel urban professionals
might have rejected some of the political goals of Kong Xiangxi and the
executive leadership in the NCWA.

Conclusion: Childhood, Authority, and Power

The NCWA advocated the “care and advancement of their country’s future
leaders”™™ Just as Western missionaries encouraged Western children to
donate to children in the mission field, so too did the NCWA cultivate
elite children as potential philanthropists for fellow Chinese children. The
association’s emphasis, after all, was on strong Chinese leadership. For
example, Children’s Day was an occasion to encourage elite Chinese chil-
dren to practice charity for the poor. Children’s textbooks depicted middle-
class children distributing gifts of cash in red envelopes to impoverished
neighborhood children on Children’s Day."™ Children’s Day could thus
inspire cross-class solidarity among patriotic young children.

Because these reforms primarily targeted mothers and then children, the
dissemination of scientific information created the possibility that women
and even children could be beter informed than the family patriarch. With
the advent of parenting journals and “mothers clubs,” mothers had more
opportunities than fathers to seek professional instruction from doctors and
professors about scientific childcare. Manuals specifically warned women
against flaunting superior knowled ge of scientific childrearing in arguments
with their husbhands in front of the kids.™ Likewise, some children’s text-
books challenged children to evaluate pathological elements of their par-
ents’ behavior but depicted teachers, rather than children, correcting
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parents.” Even though science increased the authority of experts—and by
extension women and children who consumed that knowledge—to ques-
tion the family patriarch, NCWA leaders nevertheless buttressed the social
position of the reformed patriarch in the modern Chinese family.

According to the NCWA, the modern Chinese family needed to be reg-
ulated and supported bw public institations. This chaprer has demonstrated
the range of efforts undertaken by the NCWA to coordinate philanthropists,
scientific experts, and politicians on behalf of both middle-class and poor
Chinese children. The association entertained a spectrum of responsibilities
and functions, which shifted in response to individual cases and historical
events but remained centered on childhood as a special site of prevention
and development. The Chinese family was not sacrosanct but required inves-
tigation, especially through positive images of model experts and Chinese
leaders. In an e of GMD politics and the New Life Movement, the NCWA
mave experts a platform to articulate the ways in which the architecture of
modern institutions and the adherence to scientific practices could generate
a new foundation, in childhood, for Chinese society.

The NCWA aimed to extend these experimental measures to the nation
as a2 whole. Toward that end, the association received official sanction to
observe a year, spanning 1935-1936, as the “Year of the Child in China.”
Chen Hegin oversaw the association’s events for Children’s Year™ Among
its other events, the NCWA held a series of leadership conferences on child
welfare. At the conference in Qingdao in 1936, the association discussed
establishing a natonwide child welfare program, which would include pre-
schools, kindergartens, mother’s clubs, and midwifery training.™ NOCWA
child experts would help to inform professional training for social workers
under a national program. These plans were interrupted by the outbreak
of the Sino-Japanese War in 1937 Full-scale warfare redirected atten-
tion from national institutions and toward local measures to cope with war-
time devastation. The retreat of the ROC from Shanghai in 1937 also
exposed the NCWA's reliance on Western power, because the association
would have to rely more than ever on the territorial autonomy of the Inter-
national Settlement to bring welfare relief to Chinese children.
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CHAPTER II1

The Calculus of Child Welfare

The Democratization of Fundraising for Shanghai, 19371942

n July 1937, after vears of mounting tensions, the Japanese Army over-

ran Beijing and reached Shanghai by August. Fleeing the smoldering

industrial districts of Zhabei and Yangshupu, Chinese refugees flooded
into the French Concession. As Christian Henriot shows, even salaried
Chinese workers watched their children die from disease, squalid living
conditions, and malnourishment in the industrial sectors of the city.! To
the dismay of the public, child corpses accumulated on the streets.” Wartime
carnage alarmed Westerners still in control of treaty ports. Japan maintained
China's “unequal treaties” to avoid conflict with Western powers, but Japa-
nese slogans about “Asia for the Asians” further highlighted the special priv-
ileges extended to Chinese Christians. The retreat of the Feepublic of China
from Shanghai thus exposed the Western, imperialistic ties of global human-
itarianism. Because of both the Japanese occupation and Anglo-American
protection, it perhaps became even more complicated than before the war to
argue that child welfare strengthened the Chinese nation.

Mevertheless, the ROC negotiated the porous boundaries of treaty ports
o exert some influence in occupied areas. It contributed financially to refi-
gee relief in Shanghai and cooperated so much with private organizations
that lines between state agents and private charities often blurred.” At the
same time, the ROC retreat created more freedom for philanthropiss w
experiment with solutions to the growing refugee crisis.* Within the Buddhist-
dominated field of philanthropy, Chinese Christians capitalized on the
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incresed importance of the International Settlement to evangelize. During
the 1930s the Mational Child Welfire Association had highlighted its legiti-
macy through connections to powerful politicians, but the Shanghai branch
worked independently of the ROC after its retreat from the coasts in 1937, In
that context, the NCWA dropped the word “Chinese™ {originally translated
by the orpanization as “national ™) from its tite, while shedding political claims
to national influence; its sister organization and funding branch, China Child
Welfare, also began operating under its own name. (For consistency, this
chapter will continue to refer m the remaining Shanghai branch as the Shanp-
hai NCWAL) In 1939 the NCWA donated a grant to spearhead relief work,
directed by the Mational Christian Council and executed by existing Chris-
tian missions, in fourteen cities “in ‘occupied” areas.” ™ The NCC’s Child
Welfare Project provided food, shelter, and education for orphaned refugee
children so that they could "become good citizens of the future™ In the con-
text of Japanese ocoupation and the absence of the ROC, what did such civic-
minded appeals for child welfare signify?

Because the war fragmented China, it also divesified the political signifi-
cance of childhood. Dire wartime conditions increased the need for fundrais-
ing and connections with overseas philanthropic organizations, especially
those in the United States. Perhaps even more important than the tenuous
relationship berween childhood protection and various political affiliations
were new fundraising techniques. In both China and abroad, relief organiza-
tions relied increasingly on small donors. These measures democratized phi-
Linthropy and, especially in the United States, tied fundmising effors with
new constmer products that represented China, targeted youth, or showcased
one’s status as a donor through a compensatory badge or emblen. As much as
aid campaigns illustrated the material needs of children, they also begn o
advertise the political gains and consumer rewards of participating in a global
movement to help the innocent. Both war and fundraising shaped the mate-
rial foundations for childhood in China and its image around che world.

Battlegrounds
The Crisis tn Shanghal

On Aungust 13, 1937, the Japanese Army began a three-month protracted

war with ROC armies for territory in downtown Shanghai. Western
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expatriates remembered the bombings of 1932 as mere “child’s play™ in
comparison to the offensive of 19377 Japanese “indiscriminately™ bombed
even the International Sertlement. Children were rampled to death in
stampedes as frightened crowds fled the city.® Western noncombatants
were encouraged to evacuate. As many departed, U.S. warships docked in
the port as a visual reminder of the International Serdement’s starus,
which sheltered Chinese charities and refugees.

As Nara Dillon notes, the Battle of Shanghai in 1932 Lid the institu-
tional groundwork that facilicaced relief work in 19377 On “Bloody Satur-
day” {August 14, 1937), local civic leaders coordinated relief efforts to create
the Shanghai Federation of Charity Organizations (SFCO)" To an unprec-
edented degree, as SFCO records show, NCWA leaders cooperated with
Buddhists while also maintaining their own special focus on childhood.
For example, as 2 member of SFCO, Kong Xiangxi's wife Song Ailing
(I88E—1973) laid plans for a hospital for poor children, with provisions for
free milk and other relief!! The war sparked, in Dillon's assessment, “the
very peak of private philanthropy™ in Shanghai.” Although the Shanghai
Municipal Council offered some financial grants to charities like the
MNCWAL® relief organizations bore the brunt of this new responsibility.

The NCWA struggled to increase its services at a time when its own
infrastructure was under attack.™ Wich Zhabei and Yangshupu in flanes,
the MCWA temporarily closed all its clinics and nurseries, except for the
child welfare home in the relatively unscathed French Concession.” This
institution, which cared for poor children from the ages of six o twelve,
housed 140 children in 1941.% Japanese authorities refused permission to
build refugee centers on Japanese-occupied land, and 280 refugee camps
proliferated in the French Concession and the British-American Interna-
tional Settlement.”

Chinese fled into the Western settlements. In response to the incoming
flood of refugees, estimated at 256,000 during cthe fall of 1937, philanthropic
orgamizations organized an emergency relief drive.” As a part of that effort,
the NCWA established receiving homes."” For example, the Refugee Chil-
dren’s Home admitced 150 children berween the ages of four and fourteen
in October and November 1937 and reached 637 by the peak of the refu-
gee crisis in 1938." Originally located on Burkill Road, it moved to the
safery of St. John Universitys YMC A Middle School, technically on ULS.
soil, less than a vear before Pearl Harbor. The NCWA also established the
Refugee Babies” Home on September 1937 especially for infants,™ In 1938
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the home collected eighty-six abandoned infants. ™ The NCWA contin-
ued to monitor and direct these institutions remotely from Chongging.™

When the Mationalists retrenched, first in Hankou and then in Chongg-
ing, they tmnsported important welfire institutions. For example, in
ROC-controlled areas, the NCWA directly reported to the Central Relief
Committee. The association continued to be directed by Kong Xiangxi,
who was concurrently head of the Executive Yuan. The NCWA applanded
the “emphasis that the government placed on child welfire services”
through events like Childrens Day and resources like children’s librar-
ies, gyminasiums, and children’s hospitals and clinics.®™ The Shanghai
Children’s Library opened on Children’s Day in 1941, The simultaneous
celebrations of Children’s Day in Nationalist, Communist, and Occupied
China may seem to divorce childhood from specific political content, but
it may be more accurate to recognize that new political territories multi-
plied the associated meanings of childhood at a local level.

American Funding

The geography of power shifted as the ROC withdrew in 1937, Kong
Xiangxi directed child welfare activities through agents who had stayed
behind in Occupied Shanghai, Xi‘an, Luovang, and other areas. ™ Despite
clandestine efforts of the GMD in occupied territories, the presence of the
central Chinese state was no longer felt as strongly along the coasts, West-
erners responded to the absence of the ROC by emphasizing, more than
in the 19305, their own priorities,

In 2 dramatic example of the wartime respatialization of power, the
NCWA abandoned plans to build a children’s center in Manjing. Florence
Roberts, the wife of Owen Roberts, a former chairman of China Child
Welfare, had pemonally pledged support, in the form of funding and prayers,
for the MNanjing Center in 19357 By 1936 those plans gained traction.
Then the war broke out, and in August 1937 New York reassessed its
commitment.”” Because the ROC had donated money and land for che
project, the organization needed government authorization to suspend
operations. After Kong XMiangxi granted approval, U.5. philanthropists
further asserted that they were “no longer bound to build cthe Welfare Cen-
ter later™™ Once MNanjing lost its status as the ROC capital, its funding
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disappeared.” Funds were redirected toward temporary measures for war
victims, for example, the 1MW) refugees who crammed into a space allot-
ted for only 2,700 in Ginling Women's College in December 1937, On
the Christian campus, faculty enjoyed more latitude to evangelize than
would have been possible in the NCWA center. ™

Some Westerners argued against helping the most able-bodied refugees
who fled along with the Nationalists. The neediest were left behind in
coastal regions—precisely where treaty ports allowed Americans some
autonomy to help.™ One of the most unrelenting advocates of welfare work
in Japanese-controlled areas was Florence Roberts, who advocated that
China Child Welfare in New York, now free from the direction of the
NCWA headquarters in Shanghai, should reallocate resources to occupied
areas, especially her home base of Beijing (then called Beiping). In response
to her requests, the New York office extended a financial grant to her soup
kitchen but would not “limit” iself to any partcular organization, includ-
ing the NCWA.* In November Foberts again argued that “the need for
relief among Chinese mothers and children is greatest in Japanese controlled
areas.”™ Unrelenting, she energetically remitted relegrams through the US.
Embasy in Beijing, emphasizing that relief needs in occupied areas were

LT

“extremely urgent.”™ Christians also continued to serve in the northern
countryside, despite new boundaries of Japanese territory.™

The Mationalists sought to channel funds from the West. By carefully
cultivating relationships, the Song sisters successtully elicited sympathy and
money from Americans to redirect funds to ROC —controlled areas. By Jan-
uary 1941 Florence Foberts, who had become chair of China Child Wel-
fare in New York, was donating to children’s charities in Nationalist
China.™ The office of the generalissimo passed along Madame Chiang’s
thanks, together with a receipt from the Ministry of Finance for 138,888.89
yuan for ULS. tax purposes.™ Madame Chiang also wrote to Roberts
personally to thank her for donations remicced through a bank in Shang-
hai* Given Roberts’s staunch preferences for allocating money to occu-
pied areas, it & a testimony to the Chiangs' diplomacy that she redistributed
funding to ROC-controlled areas even before the United States officially
entered the war.

Even after its withdrawal in 1937, the ROC continued to fund welfare
in Shanghai. In 1939 the largest funder of relief in Shanghai was the MNation-
alist government*® Without ROC funding, Shanghais refugee relief
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program would not have survived.* The ROC, through the Ministry
of Finance and Education, helped relocate Chinese refugees to the expen-
sive French Concession** The government allowed grants for welfare
projects as a means to maintain i nfluence and political legitimacy among
Chinese behind enemy lines. For example, as Kristin Mulready-Stone
shows, the ROC coordinated the Yourh Corps across Occupied and Free
China** The Mationalists therefore maintained institutional ties in Shang-
hai. As a public statement of Chinese unity, Shew bao and other Chinese
newspapers reported on the NCWAs events in Hankou and then Chongg-
ing together with those in Shanghai*® In these public statemients, Nation-
alists emphasized both the victimization of children at the hands of the
Japanese Army and the future role of Chinese children as ROC soldiers,

Shanghat, the Lone Island

Treaty ports granted Shanghai, as a so-called lone island, some measure of
autonomy from Japanese occupiers and their collaborators, Despite the often
tenuous control of the Japanese, as Timothy Brook notes, Japanese pacifi-
cation teams claimed to oversee the “"Reformed Government™ since its
inception on March 28, 1938, The Japan-aligned Shanghai Municipal
Commision tried to monitor the activities of foreign charity associa-
tions and translated into Japanese information for the Shanghai Burean
of Sanitation about receiving homes for street children. As with other
regimes, this information included itemized lists of supplies and registration
of members involved in those organizations.™ Hospitals released patients
either to their own homes or to refugee camps. Mevertheless, the Burean
of Sanitation acknowledged the difficulty of monitoring the activities of
hospitals and receiving homes, especially in the chaos of war.

Given these dire circumstances, the war gave Western philanthropists
opportinities to experiment with relief. The wartime period witnessed,
to some degree, a decoupling of the NCWA and China Child Welfare,
so the latter began in October 1937 to operate as an independent organiza-
tion in its own name. Along with prominent local Germans and the Inter-
national Fed Cross, it funded the Refugee Children Nutritional Aid
Committee, which distribured soybean milk to refugee children and
pregnant and nursing women® The Nutritional Aid Council included
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Chinese pediatricians and the former public health commissioner for
Shanghai Municipality. The program measured and monitored the height
and weight of recipients.™ Welfare organizations remitred this informa-
tion for U.S. fundraising campaigns to aid vitamin-deficient Chinese war
orphans.® As Jia-chen Fu concludes, the organization accepted both inter-
national funding and scientific norms that redefined social concerns
regarding hunger in biomedical termis regarding malnutrition. ™ As shown
in Chen Heqin's involvement in the NCWA, the impetus to measure chil-
dren as an integral aspect of philanthropic work was also rooted in longer
historical trends in child study.

Despite Japanese efforts to isolate flows of people, communication, and
money, a5 well as its own reputation as a “lone island™ of Western influ-
ence, Shanghai served as an important hub for welfare relief. * Despite the
wartime fragmentation of China, Shanghai also provided a basis for wel-
fare relief work in other areas of the country. For example, Chung Wai
Bank transmitted money into the interior, especially for child welfare and
famine reliefin Huabel. Christian welfare workers distributed educational
materials, published in Shanghai, across the countryside as they adminis-
tered child welfare. After the RUOCs retreat, the NCWA continued to
receive funding from the Allied countries.™ The ROC currency fabi cir-
culated throughout the mainland until frustrated Japanese milicary officers
blockaded international settlements in July 19393 Writing in Chongging
in 19440, MCWA general secretary Chen Tiesheng noted the flow of money
via the Shanghai branch, which shows that Chinese people effectively cir-
cumvented the fragmentation of political regimes during the war®

In accordance with previous requests from the New York Otfice, the
NCWA continued to send photographs and information about individual
Chinese children for U.S. fundraising campaigns 7 As Lu Liu has argued,
the Nationalists adeptly wielded visnal images to elicit international aid for
the refugee crisis.™ The NCWA published accounts of lost children in
Chinese newspapers, principally to unite them with their parents but perhaps
secondarily in recognition of the efficacy of publicizing individual cases.
Thus wartime needs pushed the NCWA to comply with American fund-
raising tactics and even to expand and invent new schemes. Jack Neubaner
concludes that China was soon at the forefront of international fundrais-
ing.* Despite challenges with production and distribution of media, wartime
conditions unexpectedly improved publicity systems among charities.
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Mew Fundraising Techniques
Christmas Dyives

The NCWA continued traditional rhythms of highlighting Christmas and
Children's Day as seasons of extending charity for children. These spe-
cial seasons highlighted the contributions of Christians. For example,
in December 1937 the asociatdon organized local churches o support a
Christmias toy drive for its Feefugee Children’s Home and its refugee cen-
ters for famine victims in the hinterland.® Such support began with
Christian communities. On Christmas Eve in 1937 Tian Guiluan (1882—
1977), Ginling alumna and wife of a prominent doctor, David MNew, who
had headed the child health division of the NCWA, opened her home for
a “Children’s Party™ with presents and candies for the “poor children.”
They “soon discovered™ the identity of Santa Claus—a prominent Chi-
nese Christian and member of the Fotary Club® As the war continued,
the focus of the Christmas drives turned increasingly toward winter
clothing as a basic necessity rather than toys™ These drives provided the
basis for annual relief efforts, even after the ebbing of the refugee crisisand
the shift from emergency measures o refugee relief,™

In winter, many died of cold.™ The Chinese Medical Association identi-
fied the need for winter dothing in the refugee camps, and the work was
coordinated among three charity asociations.” Chinese Christian women
began a clothing drive in October 1937 with donations from Hong Kong and
Singapore Clothing was gathered at the Y'WCA and dispatched to refugee
women, who sewed together tropical summer fabrics to create colorful, pad-
ded winter suits likened to Joseph’s “coat of many colors™ A financial gift
from New York provided for overhead and small remuneration for the refu-
wee seamstresses so that Christians would not have to draw funds from the
International Relief Fund {and thus would avoid squandering social capital in
the cross-religious umbrella organization, heavily represented by Buddhists)
Tian Guilnan created Howcharts to increase efficiency, and these models
Liunched the NCWAS annual winter clothing drive ™ Women in Shanghai
sewed as many as 250,001} children’s outfits each winter.™

The Shanghai NCWA invented new ways of inspiring local support for
the clothing drive in publications and places patronized by Wester ners and
Chinese Christians. The association distributed posters in churches, schools,
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and businesses like the Race Club. Likewise, the Happy Family Journal and
the Shanghai Evening Post ran free advertisements, The NCWA also adver-
tised the clothing drive on the radie. In 2 radio appeal, the chairman
starkly commented, “The strength of Euro-American countries and the
weakness of our country are rooted in child welfare "™ With China’s vul-
nerabilities ever more apparent in wartime, Chinese Christians thus con-
tinied to associate child protection with national salvation. The association
promoted itself through its new fundraising techniques. When donors con-
tributed more than twenty cents, they received a special badge with
words taken from the Chinese title

3

the slogan “cherishing the voung’

of the NCWA™ In conjunction with the professional artists” guild of the
city, the association held an exhibit in 1938 with proceeds dedicated o chil-
dren’s relief ™ Despite its success, some commentators condemned the com-
mercial nature of the event, which crassly rewarded charity with material
roods and exposed the deep economic divide between donors and recipi-
ents.”™ Such commentaries were lost on the American president of China
Child Welfare, who boasted that the dothing drive’s success revealed a
strongly “favorable impression” among both the foreign and Chinese com-
munities in Shanghai™

The clothing drive successfully attracted local donations and clothed
151,488 child refugees in the 1937-1938 season.”™ With 41,717 Shanghai dol-
lars collected, the Shanghai NCWA surpassed its original goal of obtain-
ing 30,000 dollars, or 10,000 winter suits for children. In addition, local
people donated 12,305 pieces of clothing. In particular, 15,400 dollars were
donated via 254 schools, indicating the contributions of students™ Middle
school students in Shanghai donated two thousand items of clothing in
Movember 1939 alone.™ In December 1944 elementary school students col-
lected over a thousand yuan of donations.™ Philanthropists smiled on the
efforts of the young to help their poorer brethren. In early 19440 the asso-
ciation began to store children’s discarded winter clothing for furure use ™
The association affixed clothing with tags specifying for charitable distri-
bution only {rather than for resale).™ Even after the refugee crisis had abated,
in February 1941, the NOCWA collected 33,735.70 yuan in local currency
and over 5(0) new suits of clothing, as well as sewing 6,000 suits for chil-
dren.™ The NCWA distributed clothes to poor and refugee children in hos-
pitals in Shanghai.

Like Christmas, Children’s Day continued as a seasonal event for child
welfare. Whereas Children’s Day had previously masked its welfare
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component with celebrations of children, wartime events perhaps more
blatantly offered direct aid in the form of food and clothing™ MNotices
advertising Children’s Day contained special appeals to donate to refugee
children.” On the day itself, sixty-three hospitals and clinics offered free
medical care, including free dental exams. Thirteen theaters and amuse-
ment parks opened their doors. ™ Children performed in public 2 a patri-
otic statement of China’s future. In 1945 Kong Xiangxi claimed that the
NCWA had been responsible for Shanghai’s Children’s Day in 19407
Shanghai NCWA members like Tian Guiluan and Feverend A ndrew Wu
helped to direct the event and thus provided somie institutional continuity
from before the war™

With the withdrawal of the ROC, relief organizations became more
explicitly evangelical and perhaps more democratic. Christmas drives
marked the NCWA as Christian, and Children’s Day also helped highlight
the organization’s special focus on children. Despite its religious tone, the
Shanghai NCWA's mobilization of schoolchildren reinforces Harriet Zurn-
dorfer’s argument, in the realm of female volunteerism, that wartime char-
ities engaged “2 much wider scope of Shanghai society.™” Christian chariry
certainly expanded the NCWA's appeal to Americans. In fundraising drives
directed to the United States, the organization specifically targeted Chris-
tian themes, such as a photograph of 2 refugee Chinese Madonna and child
to grace the cover ofits Christnias cards. These appeals reinforced to Ameri-
can donors the notion that the philanthropy was Christian in nature.
Americans capitalized on the idea of using charicy as a vehicle for evange-
lism and cultural exchange.

Diollar Diplomacy

Given the dire circumstances of war, China leveraged fundraising, espe-
cially for children’s welfare, as a diplomatic tool before the United States
entered the war. As eardy as 1938 the Overseas Chinese Service Commit-
tee printed receipts for donors, along with documentation feom the Hankou
Branch of the Bank of China (when the ROC was temporarily based in
Hankou).™ ROC diplomats raised funds abroad.” Overseas Chinese all over
the world volunteered time and donated money.™ Although ostensibly
soliciting charity for women and children, Madame Chiang and other Chi-

nese women goaded the ULS. public to enter the war.™ Starved for funds,
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the Song sisters also sold Chinese antiques, via the FAR Gallery, to mise
funds for refugee relief and the war effort.” Although the loss of priceless
antiquities may seem a crass battering of Chinese national sovereignty, this
measure illustrates ROC wartime desperation.

The war profoundly changed fundraising tactics and encouraged 2 much
greater degree of transparency and participation. Charities such as the
NCWA began to insert, in their publicity materials, certificates from pro-
fessional accounting firms to verify the accuracy of their budgets, as well
as itemized receips.® Before the war, the NCWA submitted budges to
Mew York but did not widely disseminate them. The Shanghai NCWA,
headed in the early war years by Chen Hegin, encouraged local donors to
reach the next level of membership by meeting specific targets. In contrast
to prewar trends relving on large gifts, in wartime charities rewarded small
donors by publishing the names of even those who had sacrificed a single
dollar” The war thus fundamentally changed the tactics of fundraising in
China and shifted the spotlight from philanthropists like Kong Xiangxi to
contributions by ordinary citizens,

Banks in Shanghai provided an important conduit throngh which money
was channeled into China. Even after the entrance of the allies into the
war, relief organizations like the NCWA remitted donations through banks
during wartime fundraising campaigns and also solicited money directly
from banks” Bankers plaved an important role as financial managers of
wartime charities. Given the difficulty of ransporting goods to isolated
inland areas, it was relatively attractive for Americans o donate cash—
specifically “American relief dollars.” As Americans explained in propa-
ganda material, "Even though transportation facilities may be largely or
wholly cut off, it will continue to be possible to transmit funds by radio.”™™
In other words, cash transfers could be wired through airwaves, and tech-
nology could thereby overcome some of the physical obstacles of distrib-
uting relief or the Japanese Army's enforcement of Japan’s Federal Reserve
Bank currency.””

According to Rachel McCleary, before Pearl Harbor the US. govern-
ment also leveraged humanitarianism to galvanize public support for the
Chinese war effort.™ Charities in the United States proliferated. The ROC
formed the National Relief Commission, sometimes called the Develop-
ment Felief Commission, in 1928 to coordinate and distribute Allied relief
funds ™! The LS. government likewise moved to eliminate duplicate pro-

grams and to streamline administration,"” and in 1940 United China
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Reelief {UCR) was founded as an umbrella organization to coordinate the
fundraising activities."" Despite the religious background of many of these
bodies, the UCK categorized its work as primarily humanitarian rather
than evangelical; the China Aid Council and the American Bureau for
Medical Aid to China (AMBAC) were more expressly nonreligious."* The
war thus helped to secularize international humanitarianism.

The UCR aimed to elevate China in U.S. public opinion through its
fundraising campaigns. In 194 its director approvingly noted the large
number of small contributors in the United States"® Individual donations
could be counted as votes indicating public support for China’s war effort.
Fundraising campaigns therefore explicitly targeted small donors. The
advertisement “Are You a Penny Saver:™ featured 2 photograph of 2 Chi-
nese child whose life was implicitly at risk. The advertisement instructed
readers to cut out the photograph to paste onto an empty bottle. Ameri-
cans would then “drop in a coin for humanity”™ into the botte, and they
could send the accumulated funds, as a money order, to AMBAC " These
fundraising tactics, instructing Americans on saving techniques, dovetailed
with new propaganda material that emphasized the purchasing power of
the U.S. dollar. With the bottle on the kitchen counter, a “penny saver”
could tangibly imagine that his or her penny would feed a child one balanced
meal. These campaigns thus appealed o even poor Americans because in
China “alittle goes a long way.” In 19440 the NCWA reported that thousands
of starving refugee children were wandering the streets of Shanghai and
chiimed that only 180 dollars were needed to care for one child each year”
By democratizing fundraising, the American public could be persuaded to
save Chinese children—and perhaps also to support Chinese troops.

In advertising pamphles, the UCR increasingly emphasized the pur-
chasing power of the U.S. dollar. Local humanitarian organizations pro-
vided information about human-interest stories that could measure the
impact of relatively small sums of dollars.™ The Church Committee for
China Relief included a list of what U.S. donations could potentially buy
in China. When the China Aid Council revised the list, editors changed
the equations so that the dollar, rather than the aid, fixed the amounts;
instead of writing, for example, that three cents would provide food, shel-
ter, and medical care for one day for an adult, the China Aid Council noted
instead that a single dollar would provide such relief for 2 month." In other
words, relief organizations rounded up to the nearest sensible unit in U.S.

currency to speak to American andiences.™
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Fundraising conveved something about those in need. For example,
Christmas drives often highlighted the contributions of Chinese Chris-

tians. The sister schools of Chinese women’s colleges ran a successful
Christmias card drive for China " AMBAC thereafter sold the cards in the

EERN e

off-season as lictle gifts or “bridge prizes.”" The burean also sold records
of traditional Chinese stringed munsic in i Christmas drive for 1940,
In December 194 opera singer Paul Fobeson sang, in English and Man-
darin, Chinese children’s music; the proceeds went to war orphans in
China.™ MNew York's World Fair sold goods, like tea and silk, to raise
money for Chinese refugees.” Americans could experience the sounds,
tastes, and textures of China as reminders of its sacrifice and plight. The
commercialization of funding structures ransformed donors into con-
sumers and could alko link humanitarianism with consumerism. As had
critics of the Shanghai NCWA's charity art show, leftists could caricature
humanitarianism as the liberal handmaiden of capitalism; these materials do
indicate consumerism and even exploitation of the photographs and repre-
sentation of poor children in ways that may have compromised their dignity.
But 2 more charitable, and perhaps more accurate, characterization would
be that wartime international humanitarianism intersected with the devel-
opment of American consumer culture in the mid-twentieth century.
Mowhere is that more evident than in the UCK s novel fundraising tac-
tics aimed directly at children."® While still offering elite Waldorf dinners
and Hollywood fashion shows as the bulk of fund raising work,"” the UCR
also democratized fundraising, such that even yourh and children could
participate. It produced Chinese-themed attractions with special appeal to

" junk in New

American yvouth, such as “the Chinese [female] aviatrix,
York Harbor, and 2 pagoda in Times Square. It also mass-produced com-
mercial products, such as comic strips and penny buttons, targeted at voung
audiences. Walt Disney, as head of the UCRs Children’s Division, donated
the license to the 1940 Faprasig-animated character “Hop Low™ {with ste-
reotypical Asian characteristics)." Wartime merchandise reflects the dewel-
opment of 2 new consumer youth culture with global appeal. Charitable
proceeds must have helped children justify, to themselves, spending
their pocket money during a period of global crisis. The interface between
Chinese and American charitable activism thus became, more than ever,
enmeshed in consumer capitalism.

Mass marketing represents a slight departure from ongoing trends, since

the nineteenth century, of efite children’s philanthropy. In the 1930s the
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NCWA hired daughters of famous politicians and philanthropists. During
the war, daughters of that milieu contributed to fundraising campaigns.
For example, General Joseph Stilwell’s daughter held an exhibit in New
York of her paintings, done in traditional style under a Chinese master,
and donated proceeds to Chinese medical relief."" The daughter of the
Chinese ambassador {and NCWA member) Alfred Sze gave a lecture ar a
fiundraising dinner hosted by the Campfire Girls'™ In mid-1941 the three
daughters of author Lin Yutang wrote 2 memoir of their wartime experi-
ences and donated the proceeds to wounded soldiers in Chongging”* These
girls not only served poor children but also mobilized ordinary children
to join their cause. As we have seen with Shanghai schoolchildren, war-
time fundraising pushed the democratization of philanthropy all over che
world.

As the war continued, inflation complicated relief efforts. As Madame
Sun Yat-sen (1893-1981) noted, inflation increased the cost of living and
depreciated the buying power of the U5, dollar; the price of sustaining
and training a child for a vear rose from 20 USD to 30 USD (presumably
in border regions).” Hersister, Madame Chiang, wrote that in her orphan-
ages, the cost of raising a child had risen to 40 USD per vear. Inflation hit
Chongging and Kunming especially hard in the period between 1944 and
1941 and rendered those areas relatively unatcractive o Western donors.
Certified accountants as well as Western China experts verified financial
estimations for proposed budgets.™ Wartime inflation and increased
competition for foreign funding made it even more necesary to keep accu-
rate accounts of financial records 3

Americans continued to see charitable donations as 2 means to improve
the reputation of Christian missions in China, but wartime conditions
exacerbated Chinese needs and increased American opportunities to meet
them. The UCR portraved Chinese leaders as welcoming of Christianity
and democracy.™ As such, the UCK continued the work of China Child
Welfare in using U.S. dollars to elevate the quality and reputation of Chris-
tian child welfare in China. By donating, Americans also invested in a
Christian, democratic China, relatively amenable to ULS. influences, Amer-
icans were told exactly what their five-dollar bill would buy in China, and
that amount was “multiplied 2 hundred-fold in the service that it renders,
and in the friendship and goodwill it creates and maintains”™* The UCR
called these “Bargains in Charity.” In short, during global crises, Ameri-

cans bought international diplomacy on the cheap.
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Child Welfare in Occupied Shangha
Medical Aid

International enthusiasm for Shanghai relief declined as the refugee crisis
abated; nevertheless, war shortages continued to plague medical and social
services. In response, charity groups cooperated to offer specialized ser-
vices for women and children. For example, on May 17, 1939, communicy
leaders decided to merge the Hospital for Refugee Children and the Inter-
national Red Cross Emergency Children’s Hospital to form the Shanghai
Public Children’s Hospital {also sometimes called the Shanghai Public
Hospital for Children)*® Although not explicitly stated, the merger was
probably a financial response to the growing scarcity of medical drugs.'™
Each had treated over a thousand patients for roughly the same cost per
patient.” Among the named patrons of the new hospital were leaders of
the Shanghai NCWA. Their involvement helped to ensure the financial
investment of the foreign community, wich plans for making the hospital
fiscally sustaining The manager of the Sino-German Bank gladly remit-
ted funds from around the world. ™! As with the Nutritional Aid Council,
American and German expatriates cooperated to benefit child welfare in
Shanghai.

The new Shanghai Public Children’s Hospital offered a sliding scale of
payment in order to be “self-supporting” while also “non-profit-making. ™
Those in need could receive free out-patient care, including medicine and
M-rays from a machine donated in the memory of 2 deceased businessman.
Patients had to pay a fee of one Shanghai dollar to schedule an appoint-
ment and thereby circumvent the waiting line. Likewise, in-patient care
included tiered rooms at different price points. In addition, charity beds
were available and endowed at 300 dollars per vear by local community
organizations and commercial firms. The sliding scale was a common tac-
tic among wartime hospitals.™ Yet these measures failed to ensure the con-
tinned maintenance of the Shanghai Public Childrens Hospital. Even
with medical equipment on loan from the Burean of Sanitation in the
French Concession, the hospital chronically lacked equipment and sup-
plies. "™ Shanghai Municipality’s Burean of Public Healch also had to take
over the ¥YWCA Children’s Hospital, which had fallen into a state of

disrepair.™®
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Chinese Christian women responded to the need for maternity welfare.
Hospitals overflowed with pregnant women, and babies were delivered on
the streets and sometimes abandoned there by destitute women.™ In
June 1938 Caroline Tsu {Xu Lingvu, 1897-1970), 2 graduate of Columbia
Teacher’s College and chair of the Shanghai YWCA, petitioned the Shang-
hai branch of China Child Welfare for 2 grant of 5,000 Shanghai dollars
to help build the Maternity Receiving Center {also called the Shanghai
Maternity and Child Hospital). China Child Welfare granted the
award, thus “giving the newborn a better start in life”" Philanthropiscs
deemed this “exceptionally good work™™ With lobbying on the part of
these elites, the Shanghai Emergency Relief Committee authorized
Maternity Center control over Reefiipee Camp No. 34 at 110 Riobinson Foad.
The center was entirely funded through donations rmther than patient pay-
ment."™ Some 972 refugees, including husbands and older children, lived
at the center. Committee leaders argued chat cransportation to hospitals
for delivery would otherwise be too challenging for the women, who
feared separation from their families.

In this instance, wartime conditions created an opportunity for Shang-
hai Christians to guide some aspects of family life. Because the maternity
center encompassed both a hospital and a refugee camp, the organizers
could approach the operation as an educational experience over the course
of the mothers’ confinement. Doctors taught mothers infant care. ™ The
International Red Cross enlisted the Christian child expert Chen Heqin,
minister of Chinese education in the International Sectdlement, to direct
educational programs.™ Bible study was included in the curriculum, and
both children and adults learned literacy, calisthenics, hygiene, singing,
and mmes. Mot only did Chen's textbooks and lectures emphasize hygiene
and modern childrearing practices, but the center could also regulate
the quotidian habits of its wards. What Chen’s daughter remembers from
these days was not the nostalgia of her own carefree youth, but the awk-
ward responsibility of teaching literacy to adults. Like so many children and
voung people during the war, she assumed adult responsibilities,

As the refugee crisis subsided, the Maternity Center shifted its arten-
tion to providing services for the poor. In 194H), despite a decreasing num-
ber of refugees, Dr. Amos Wong (b. 1899) made a compelling case for
continuing the operations of the Shanghai R efugee Maternity Center in
the “crowded and congested conditions” of Shanghai. With an urban
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population of roughly four million, Wong estimated that there were
roughly 100,001} births per vear in Shanghai, only 15,000 of which were in
hospitals, and chat the mortalicy rate was generally roughly 15 to 20 per-
cent for infants and 5 percent for mothers. Public maternity hospitals
improved the infant mortality rate to roughly 10 percent. Owing to the
superior training and medical staff, the Shanghai Refugee Maternity Cen-
ter had the best infant mortality rate of only 4.4 percent for infants and
| percent for mothers."* The center thus disparaged “old type midwives”
and home births. ™ It opened clinics in the Industrial Center of the YMCA
and at the Tunsin Fioad Refugee Camp to promote antenatal care.™* The
Shanghai NCWA thus enacted measures to enforce Chinese pronatalist
policies during the war.

Like many other relief centers, the Shanghai Public Maternity and Chil-
dren’s Hospital suffered from skyrocketing real estate costs in Shanghai.
The maternity center borrowed nurses and equipment from an existing
sanatorinm and clinic.*® In 1939 the Shanghai Refugee Maternity Center
moved to 737 Weihatwel ILoad, where the International Red Cross Hos-
pital for Children had previously been located, before merging o become
the Shanghai Public Children’s Hospital. In 1940 China Child Welfare
helped to support the Shanghai Public Hospital for Children as it transi-
tioned to 2 new and permanent location ™ That same year the resulting
Shanghai Public Maternity and Children’s Hospital faced a lawsnit regard-
ing its occupation of land and had four months to vacate the Weihaiwei
Road premises.™ In February Superintendent Wong applied for 2 grant
from China Child Welfare for 15,(00 Shanghai dollars to continue opera-
tions during its relocation.” The finance head of China Child Welfare
imued two grants, in 1940 and 194, of 25,000 Shanghai dollars to defray
the hospital’s operating costs but also required that the additional 100,000
Shanghai dollars necessary for new construction be raised locally.

By March 1941 Wong had secured a permanent location for the hospital
in a factory district. He reported that the hospital had relocated to an area
in which it could best care for infants before and immediately after birth;
he also requested additional funding becanse its budget had increased to
60000 Shanghai dollars.™ In the assessment of China Child Welfare, the
cost of the proposed property at 51 Roue Moliere, estimated at 152,001}
Shanghai dollars, was too expensive for the hospital w sustain.™ Wong had
chosen a location near the French Park for its size, rooms, and enclosed
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veranda facing south ™ Welfare projects shared space as well as funding
resources, Because the Shanghai Public Hospital for Children acquired the
space previously occupied by the Shanghai Childrens Mutritional Aid
Committee {funded by the NCWA), the hospital “should be the logical
center for future experimentation™ in soybean milk and cakes."™ The
Shanghai Public Hospital had a long-standing interest in expanding chil-
dren’s mutrition,™* but its service in loaning space perhaps stemmed from
an appeal for grants from China Child Welfare. Welfare organizations
responded o contingent crises, such as medical outbreaks in refugee camps,
as they arose.'™

Before the war, the NCWA had begun to fund child victims of tuber-
culosis, then a common disease in China. China Child Welfare continned
to support the Childrens Ward of the Tuberculosis Hospital. In July 1939
the organization provided a grant of 750 USD to run the Children’s Ward
for six months on a renewable basis. In 194 while in the United States,
diplomat Alfred Sze, in his capacity as chair of the Shanghai Anti-
tuberculosis Association, inguired about the balance of money that had
been promised for the Tuberculosis Hospital. Sze also pushed the organi-
zation to relay the unused funds that the Refugee Children Nutritional
Ald Committee had remitted after its termination. The New York office
had been unaware of the reimbursement,™ and the Shanghai branch imme-
diately convened a meeting of its finance committee.™ Within two days
of Sze's original notice, China Child Welfare granted the hospital an addi-
tional 5,600 Shanghai dollars. The Children’s Ward consequently expanded
from forty-two to fiftv-two beds.'™ Sze's intervention reveals that a well-
connected ROC diplomat could uncover available funds even before reports
reached the funding organization.

Emotionally and financially, children represented the best return on
investment for philanthropists. Although allocations for children amounted
to only a quarter of the total expenses for the free hospital, children were
much more likely than adults to survive. Dutch missionary Dr. Lee S, Hui-
zenga (1880-1945) made both emotional and practical arguments about
directing aid specifically to children. Perhaps to illustrate cases concretely
ias American funders had persuaded the NCWA to do), Huizenga pro-
vided a list of the names of the child patients, along with their ages, sex,
diagnosis, and remarks.'"™ He described the “youngsters” (berween the
ages of two and fifteen) in the hospital; moreover, he wrote that with
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funding from China Child Welfare, “these unfortunate penniless voung
sufferers are made happy and some of them have good chances of recov-
ery.”"™ His use of the word “happy” echoes the NCWAS sentimentaliza-
tion of childhood.

Among Huizenga’s arguments were utilitarian considemtions about sur-
vival. Although children were more susceptible than adults to contracting
tuberculosis, he noted, they were also better able to recover.'™ The hospi-
tal could release children whose illnesses were “arrested” and thereby rotate
beds to treat even more patients."™ In his many letcers, Huizenga appealed
to the practicality of focusing funds and attention on children. While ask-
ing for a renewal of the grant two vears later, Huizenga again wrote that
the Children’s Ward was “by far the most promising™ area of the hospital:
“Being young in vears, and free from the worries of adult age, the young-
sters respond more readily to treatment and your grants have enabled usto
ive far more nourishing food.”™™ Like Chen Hegin, Huizenga assumed
the qualities of an innocent, sentimental childhood, which worked to the
advantage of his patients. Here he issued a call to aid dependent children
not because of children’s vulnerabilicy but because of their strength and
likeliness to survive.

Huizenga's report indicates some of the complexity of promoting a sen-
timental childhood during wartime. In the case of swicching from a oy
drive to a clothing drive, the NCWA focused increasingly on material
necessities rather than sentimental luxuries. Organizations like the UCR
emphasized child welfare in order to serve larger political and diplomatic
ends, such as galvanizing reluctant Americans to support entry into the war.
Propaganda encouraged investment in children as a means to an end. The
NCWA explicitly connected China’s backwardness to its neglect of chil-
dren, further associating childhood growth with national development.
And vet, whether it be the textual descriptions in Huizenga’s grant appli-
cation or the face of 2 Chinese child staring out from a collection bocle on
the kitchen table, to Americans, children elicited special symipathy.

Child Advocacy and Industrial Welfare in Ocoupied Shanghai

Although the Mational Child Welfare Association was establishing receiv-
ing homes in areas in the interior, it listed advocacy work only in
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Shanghai. By “advocacy work,” the MCWA referred to efforts to rescue
children from cases of parental neglect and abuse!™ The burdens of
war had torn many families apart, but the NCWA maintained its goal of
legally and morally enforcing parental responsibility. The association also
continued to promote consciousness-raising and bring forward legal
cases of child abuse™ Street waifs were sent to centers like the Friends'
Home, a Quaker organization established in 1940 and funded by the
Shanghai Municipal Council. "™ Not originally intended as an orphanage,
the Friends Home took in only small numbers of children with “special
problems,” but these cases accunmlated to over a hundred a vear.

By fragmenting families, wartime conditions paradoxically underscored
the need for good parenting, The Shanghai NCWA retained i commit-
ment to the Chinese family by making provisions for entire families to
enter the Shanghai Maternity Center. The association collected abandoned
children." Many waifs were too young to identify themselves or were
unwilling to move to refugee centers, lest they lose their parents forever.'"
The association publicized information about lost children to help their par-
ents recover them."™ As an extension of the MNational Christian Council’s
Christian “home campaign,” the Shanghai ¥YMCA invited Chen Hegin
and other child experts to offer instruction at its wartime parenting class."
It also translated 2 mannal on child welfare training centers that was dis-
tributed to the hintedand."™ Many journals dealt with the issue of how to
help children cope with the psychological pressures of war.

The outbreak of war provided further impetus to solidify the rends,
already chamipioned by the NCWA, to professionalize childeare and child
welfare. Before the war, local churches hired industrial welfare workers
who were loosely connected to the Shanghai Municipal Council and the
YWCA; with the outbreak of war, these women strengthened their con-
tributions to the International Settlement’s Social Services Department.
The YWCA continued to inspect industrial conditions in Shanghai’s
wartime economy. The Shanghai NCWA, headed by Chen Heqin, arranged
to survey child laborers.™ The organization planned to pay surveyors to
interview child workers about their experiences in factories. Chen thus
envisioned a much more extensive investigation, on an ethnogrphic level,
than the 1924 Child Labor Report. These plans may have been cut short
when Chen fled Shanghai in the aftermarh of America’s entry into the
Pacific Theater. The war justified professional interventions in family life,

but also rendered it more difficult to do so.
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Conclusion

In these eady days of the Japanese Occupation, Westerners continued to
run “the lone sland™ in ways that belied their true status as Western impe-
rialists rather than auxiliary modernizers of the Chinese state, Meverthe-
less, the International Settlement also gave Chinese elites, especially those
oriented to the West, an independent base to continue their operations dur-
ing the war. Tensions in the International Settlement mounted as the United
States increasingly came into conflict with Japan. In early 194 the United
States issued a blockade on Shanghai.™ Owing to concerns about the flight
of financial assets from China, the US. Treasury froze Japanese and Chi-
nese assets in the United States, rendering it difficult to wire money to
China."™ The yvear 1941 thus marked a nadir for U.S. funding for Chinese
child welfare, which halted temporarily before famine conditions forced
the LOC to asume greater responsibility.™ In that same vear Western
missionaries noticed that collaborationist governments (established in 1938)
also ramped up anti-Western sentiment and advised “loyal Chinese subjects”
to build their own Christian Church, since all “religion must be united to the
State,” in accordance with Japanese policies.™

Even after the retreat of the ROC in November 1937, those who
remained behind continued the work of the Shanghai NCWA. Mational
leaders like Kong Xiangxi left to serve the ROC, but many middling
professionals stayed in Shanghai. Among them were Christians like Chen
Heqgin and Feverend Andrew W, as well as the Chinese Christian women
who executed much of the wartime relief work.™ NCWA accountant Lin
Kanghou {1876-1949), who had during the warfaire of 1937 suggested
diverting SFCO funds to attend to the wounded military, remained in
Shanghai throughout the war.™ In 1938, acting as Shanghai NCWA trea-
surer from the Chung Wai Bank Building, Lin appealed to the French Set-
tement for funds to care for children sent by the court.™ To continue these
operations after 1941, Lin registered the Shanghai NCWA with the Social
Welfare Bureau of the Occupation government,”™ He succeeded in peti-
tioning the collaborationist Shanghai municipal government for subsi-
dies.”™" {In 1945 Lin was sentenced to six vears imprisonment on charges of
collaboration with the Japanese.™) In Chongning, Kong Xiangxi also con-
tinuned correspondence via the International Settlement of Shanghai even

after the bombing of Pearl Harbor™ Kong probably considered these
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channels a clandestine maneuver to fortify ROC legitimacy behind enemy
lines.

I£1937 witnessed a sharp decline in Mationalist cultural influence as well
as political control along the coast, 1942 similarly marked a sharp decline
of American influence as residents fled or were interned. A woman of
means, Dr. David Mew’s widow, Tian Guiluan, deposited her son safely in
a Mew York boarding school before returning to Nationalist areas to train
social workers."™ As enemy combatants, expatriates like Dr. Lee Huizenga
were interned in Japanese detention camps. Before Huizenga resigned, he
provided a list of possible funders, and the Japanese Dr. Tashiro helped the
Tuberculosis Hospital to acquire a half ton of coal to provide heating
through the winter.™ As Nara Dillon argues, “Pearl Harbor removed che
veil over the unspoken cooperation that had emerged between the Refu-
gee Relief Association, Shanghai’s collaborator governments, and the
Japanese military.”™"™ To shore up Allied support, Westerners formally
relinquished control of the treaty ports in 1943, The International Settle-
ment came under the jurisdiction of Wang Jingwel’s (I883-1944) collabo-
rationist government. With the slogan of “Asia for the Asians,” Wang
encouraged Sino-Japanese Buddhist charities in allegiance to the Japanese
empire, rather than Wester n-oriented Christian charities."™ After 1942 Chi-
nese Christians were in a relatively more difficult position for continuing
child welfare—or, in fact, for arguing for their social significance as con-
tributors to the civic good.

The (collaborationist) Reorganized Mationalist Government reficted cel-
ebrations with their own vision of a peaceful childhood dominated by
“self-regulation.” The occupation government celebrmted “national™ (guan-
gud) Children’s Day, echoing rhetoric of patriotism and future leadership.
In keeping with previous celebrations, the government opened the doors
of its public parks and awarded prizes for childhood health and patrio-
tism."™ However, in stark contrast to Mationalist and Communist wartime
disconrse about children as “natural” soldiers, it promoted instead an image
of the “peaceful” nature of childhood."™ As Jerenw Taylor illustrates, “peace™
figured prominently in occupation slogans and images (often featuring
women and children).™ One key component of Japanese pacification was
Chinese complicity and self-regulation. In 1944 the Shanghai NCWA
also highlighted its efforts o foster children’s selfpovernance (also, of course,
in compliance with educational trends of the time)l™ In the context of

puppet regimes, the term “self-governance™ could refer obliquely to Chinese
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self-regulation or collaborationist Shanghai mayor Chen Gongbo's (1892—
1946). In Shanghai, children even “celebrated™ the anniversary of Japanese
Army's invasion.™ As insorumental as Nationalist visions of heroic chil-
dren or American visions of suffering children were, so too were occupa-
tion visions of peace.

Pearl Harbor marked the imminent end of treaty—port privileges and,
to some degree, a disruption of welfare funding. Even after the declara-
tion of war between Japan and the Allies, the Shanghai NCWA assured
LS. funders that it could still receive funding to continue much-needed
child welfare services."™ Without direct aid, Chinese Christians had dimin-
ished resources to operate charities." After Peard Harbor, Americans diverted
resources away from Occupied China and toward what they called “Free
China” In the words of Mrs. James Fioosevelt, “China’s cry for help for
her helpless—the sick and wounded, the war orphans and refugees—is not
only an appeal to our compassion. For 2 China in which the will to be free
remains alive makes our own ideals and values more secure™* Roosevelt
eloquently explained Americans’ philinthropic diplomacy, no longer
directed only for evangelism but also democracy more broadly. The next
chapter will trace the influx of American expertise and funding to “Free
China” and the ways that NCWA humanitarians exported models of child-
hood sentment, developed first in Shanghai, to national projects during
and after the war.
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CHAPTER IV

Wartime Paternalisms

Mobilizing Child Advocacy for the Stare

orld War II pushed states, across the globe, to promise enti-

tlements to citizens in exchange for engaging in total and pro-

tracted war.! Men marched to the front; women went to
factories or craft societies. When leaving home, for a few hours or per-
haps forever, parents entrusted their children to others. States supported
childcare, and sometimes even evacuated children, to protect future sol-
diers. War thus pushed the instrumentalization, rather than the sentimen-
talization, of childhood. In this context, charities like the National Child
Welfare Association willingly cooperated with the government—even to
the point of limiting their autonomy—to mobilize and protect children.
Humanitarians nevertheless continued to draw on the sentimental value
of childhood in order to lend poignancy to their plight and to solicit sup-
port from Allies around the world. This chapter interrogates how this pro-
cess occurred across Mationalist and Communist areas.

They had an uneasy wartime alliance. After loosely reuniting China in
1927, Chiang Kai-shek had mounted military campaigns against Comn-
nists. As 2 result of the Long March (1934—1935), Communists relocated
to camps, eventually behind front lines in the war against Japan. Chen Jian
argues that geography artificially buttressed Communist clains of winning
the war.” Whereas other guerrilla regions fluctuated with the vicissitudes
of war, the Shaanxi- Gansu-Ningxia (Shanganning) Border Reegion was
relatively secure.” There, in the capital Yanan, Mao Zedong consolidated
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power and enforced his own vision of Communist discipline. Originally
one of many base camps, Yanan rose to prominence and profoundly influ-
enced future PRC policies. Meanwhile, the Japanese Army pushed the
Feepublic of China into the remote mountains of Sichuan. Chiang increas-
ingly relied on American funding to supply the remote capital of Chongg-
ing, heavily bombed by aerial artacks.

Despite these tensions, Compmnists hung a portrait of Madame
Chiang Kai-shek (Song Meiling) on an orphanage’s wall in Yan'an.* This
seeming anomaly illustraces real cooperation, particulady for child wel-
fare. Song Meiling's portrait also indicates her political manipulation of
child welfare. Notwithstanding genuine concern for children, she pro-
jected herself and her sisters as national leaders for their stewardship of
children. Even before Pearl Harbor, she successfully elicited American
sympathy and funds for “warphans.” The U.S.-based United China Relief
established an office in Chongging, This office also channeled funding to
Communists.® Stationed in Chongging, Commnmnists Li Dequan and
Zhou Enlai lobbied for ULS. funding, especially after the dissolution of the
Comintern in 1943 ° It i vital to recover this history of wartime coopera-
tion from postwar Communist denunciations of Mationalist recalcitrance
and unfeeling incompetence. Wartime alliances between Nationalists and
Communists opened doors for cros-pollination of ideas regarding scien-
tifically informed childcare. They agreed on reasons for establishing pre-
schools: to improve hygiene, to increase population, and to allow women
to work, The war heighrened the need to expand labor markets, replenish
military pools, and support partisan families. Both Nationalists and Com-
munists leveraged child welfare for statist purposes, including increased
covernment surveillance and inspection of children.

Juxtaposing MNationalists and Commnmnists also helps to illuminate their
differences. Nationalists had to negotiate with civic associations more than
Commmunists did. The ROC built on the work of private organizations like
the NCWA, which provided resources but also maintained its own agenda.
Although noting the apparent tension be tween sentimentalizing childhood
and instrumentalizing children, NCWA administrators posited that
protecting children was necessary for ensuring their “happiness” and

a7

“innocence.” At this time, Nationalists were more invested than Com-
munists in the sentimentalization of childhood and the idealization of the
family as a unit somewhat autonomous from state control. Especially after

1942, Communists relocated the children of cadres from surrogate peasant
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families to preschools for greater oversight. Where Mationalists edified
mothers, Communists trined staff, Communists projected images of medi-
cal care and robust healch, mischaracterized in sentimentalized descriptions
by American observers® Americans interpreted signs in Yan'an of senti-
mental childhood, when in reality the Border Region Government did not
idealize the bourgeois family {or what Helen Schneider calls the National-

LR

ists’ “ideology of the happy family™). Owing to the absence of Chinese
civic charities in Yan'an and the discipline of cadres {party officials) in the
Rectification Campaign, Communists were relatively freer to assume an
even more instrumental, rather than sentimental, approach to modern

childhood.

Childeare and the Funcoons of the Nanonahist State
Childeare to Increase Population and Labor

Especially in the context of the dearness of life in wartime, the ROC
improved medical services in Sichuan. One of the major ruptures was a
shift away from neo-Malthusian theories of the 1920k to pronatalist needs
in wartime. As Micole Barnes observes, wartime Chinese states prioritized
maternal and child health to combat wartime mortality” Both reginies ont-
lawed abortion." Because midwives had tradidonally performed infanti-

cide on behalf of mothers,"

modern nurses acted as arbiters for enforcing
anti-infanticide laws. Over loudspeakers, hospitals broadeast warnings
against the dangers of abortion and the evil of infanticide.” Mationalists
sought to lower death rates by teaching women about hygiene ™ Trucks broad-
cast information and offered medicine in the areas surrounding Chongg-
ing," as part of nmunicipal government outreach.” As in wartime Shanghai,
institutions often conjoined services for childbirth and early childhood edu-
cation to consolidate resources. For examiple, in 19440 the ROC Burean of
Social Affairs built a preschool, a children’s receiving home, and a mid-
wifery institute with the goal of increasing life expectancy for infants and
voung children." Children’s homes and maternity hospitals thus reinforced
the state’s pronatalist orientation. These measures succeeded: by 1944 the
population in Chengdu surpassed prewar figures.”

The ROC benefited from Allied funding and civic organizations. Before

the war the NCWA had planned for a nationwide child welfare program
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to include training in midwifery and kindergarten care!® In 1939 NCWA's
partner organization donated funds to Dr. Marion Yang (Yang Chongrui,
18N—1983), director of maternal and child health.” Yang resigned in pro-
test when the male Dr. Zhu Zhanggeng, a long-standing member of the
NCWA, was appointed head of the Mational Institate of Health.™ In 1942
Zhu established a day nursery in Chongging for children of working moth-
ers with an operational budget of 4,000 USD per vear and four additional
day nurseries.™ He noted in an interview: “As a result of women going
into industry in chis period, day or night nurseries are becoming a virtual
necesity.”” Murseries had the “purpose of relesing working women of
their family burdens so that they can serve China in her war crisis.”™ The
nursery also operated a5 a “demonstration center™ to educate mothers about
childcare and nutrition. This center thus continued the NCWA's emphasis
on scientific childcare and family education. Zhu's words indicate that a
major impetus for creating nurseries was not only instructing women in
modern childcare but ako freeing women to contribute economically dur-
ing the war.

The war created a labor shortage and thus a2 demand for women to enter
the workplace. In an effort to “free women from their volk and allow them
to single-mindedly serve the nation,” the Women's Advisory Council
(WAC) to the Mew Life Movement established nurseries. In the words of
a governmient circular, “The burdens of childcare prevent women from
more actively participating in work for the war effort.™ Preschools helped
alleviate that burden.™ At the same time, employment was a type of war-
time government benefit for displaced populations. WAC sought jobs for
the wives of soldiers and also provided social welfire services to improve
family life.™ The Bureau of Social Affairs funded WACs own day nursery—
staft salaries, toys, clothes, and medicine.™ The head of the preschool
intended for every two children to share a wash basin, but the burean
wenerously provided individual wash bowls o prevent disease.™ s regu-
lations also stipulated individual towels and toothbrushes for each child.
Hygienic childcare was not cheap, and the government subsidized these
services for working women from partisan families,

Demand for preschools came from working women in Chongging. For
example, in July 1942 a female ROC member petitioned the Bureau of
Social Affairs to establish more preschools.™ Provinces advocated for che
transfer of funds from the central government for that purpose ™ Allied

aid helped subsidize industrial preschools,” and requests were coordinated
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by the office for the United China Felief in Chongging. Allied funding
thus riangulated different levels of the Nationalist government to facili-
tate the movement of relief. By 1943 the ROC Executive Yuan issued direc-
tives to encourage the establishment of industrial preschools in its effort to
mobilize the female workforce.™ Labor unions opened nursing stations at
preschools.™ When founding preschools, organizers sent reports to the
Burean of Social Affairs with rhetoric about the national importance of
children during wartime.™ For example, in Chongqing the Yuhua Silk Fac-
tory operated a factory créche. One twenty-nine-vear-old woman, assisted
by older female helpers, cared for forty children. The daycare provided
breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and children plaved games and learned simple
characters.™ Although its documents claim that the factory emploved cthe
wives of soldiers, worker Ye Qingbi remembers that the factory hired
unmarried teenaged girls, whom it locked inside the factory and impris-
oned in a2 system of indenture. One must surmise that the créche was for
children of management.®

The ROC is often faulted for the host of sociceconomic problems that
infested Chongging during wartime, including the skyrocketing price of
housing and inflation, as a result of corruption. But the ROC, as a devel-
opmental state, did at least legislate to improve and regulate new institu-
tions, even if they did not reach 2 majority of the population. Private
preschools and children’s homes were also held accountable for the well-
being of children. They reported deaths and run-aways.™ Furthermore,
WAC audited children’s homes for the Bureau of Social Affairs.™ These
reports indicate child losses in wartime conditions, even in the Comninist-
run branch in the border region.™ Such information is important because
it counteracts the claim made by some Communists after 1949 that the
ROC had neglected to monitor high rates of infant mortality in child wel-

fare institutions.

Child Welfare as a Venue for Nationalist Patriotism

The Song sisters’ philanthropic efforts for children were widely publicized
as part of their national fundraising efforts. Susan Glosser notes that Chi-
nese reformers drew on traditional philosophy to align family with the
nation. But in asserting a special role for the Songs’ own family in particu-

lar, the Christian political family perhaps also drew on social gospelers’
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hope, in the words of Susan Curtis, that the U.S. government “would
become the head ofthe American family and household.™" As fictive moth-
ers, the Song sisters introduced orphans to Christian charity, for example,
giving Christmas gifts ¥ Song Meiling projected Christian womanhood to
American audiences and galvanized support for China during the war.*
Many Westerners saw, in their promotion of the extended Song family, a
uniquely Chinese vision of family and state.

The Song sisters leveraged such applause. The widow of founding father
Sun Yar-sen, Song Qingling, was sometimes called the “national mother™
and helped to ensure that child welfare funds were distributed to Com-
munist areas.” Song Ailing, the wife of Kong Xiangxi, founder of the
MNCWA, plaved a crucial but sometimes overlooked role for her contribu-
tions.® The Song sisters personalized fundraising campaigns in the United
States to attribute paternalistic bonds over “warphans™ victimized by the
war, Government journals often depicted photographs of the sisters, or of
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and his wife Song Meiling, among
warphans. The sisters visited children’s institutions, watched children’s per-
formances, and distributed candy as signs of their personal favor and inti-
mate relationships with the children who called them “mama.” In the
absence of her own biological children, Song Meiling consciously projected
maternalism as “national mother.”* This was a transferrable gender iden-
tity; as Danke Li shows, in wartime child welfare institutions, ordinary
“women activists assumed the role of mother of the nation.”*

W hat looked on the surface to be Song Meiling's innocent pet project
actually formed a basis for supporting the military. As early as 1927 she
assumed leadership of the Schools for Children of Revolutionary Heroes,
which provided for the children of soldiers killed in MNationalist Army
campaigns to unify China against warlords.¥ This school, located at
Zhongshan Memorial Park near Sun Yat-sen's grave in MNanjing, incul-
cated patriotism.® As head of the Chinese Aviation Commission, Song
Meiling also supported the Chinese Air Force, especially in the context of
intense bombing campaigns during World War I1Y The ROC built air-
raid shelters for the preschools attached to the air force in Chongging ™ Its
preschools, for 251 children ages two to six, were presumably among the
best and drew applications from mothers.™ The air force combined its pre-
schools with a receiving home and maternity clinic, which offered prenatal
care to roughly thirty women each month and delivered neardy nine hun-
dred babies each year. In 1941 this institution created an exhibit to promote
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its work in child welfare and “protecting pregnancy.”™ The coordination
of health services indicates the close connection between child and mater-
nity health as an overall pronatalist policy, especially for the MNationalist
military. Kevin Landdeck also shows that government entitlements incen-
tivized military service by providing care for families of servicemen and

were necessary to counter the difficulties of conscription.™

Humanitarian Mediators Berween State and Socety
The National Child Welfare Association

Institutions for children were built across Nationalist and Communist areas
during the Second United Front. The National Association for Refugee
Children (NARC) cared for as many as 28,900 children in Mationalist areas
alone ™ With fifteen regional branches, NARC ako oversaw child protec-
tion services.™ Scholars note the importance of NARC, established espe-
cially during the war to demonstrate international and domestic cooperation
on behalf of children > Notwithstanding the importance of NARC and
other institutions established during war, one major distinction between
Mationalist and Communist areas was that the ROC also cooperated with
already established civic institutions like the MNational Child Welfare
Association.

In 1937, when the Japanese military swept across Norch China, the war
interrupted the travels of the ssociate general secretary of the NCWA, who
was then on a mission to provide famine relief in West and Northwest
China.™ Unable to return home, he established refugee camps.™ Through
these stations, the NCWA laid the groundwork for the wartime mobili-
zation of children.™ During the war, the organization established three
instimtions in Henan, three in Shaanxi, and three in Sichnan. The NCWA
assisted the ROC in relocating children to safer zones, relatively less
impacted by war."™ Between 1937 and 1942 the NCWA rescued 12,368 chil-
dren in fourteen child welfare camps, not including those run by mission-
aries in occupied territories® In Linlin (Shanxi), Luovang (Henan), and
Yichang {Hubei), the association’s transit stations temporarily housed chil-
dren on their journey. The NCWA's aid in relocating children was vital
given the dangers of wartime migration.” This example illustrates how

the NCWA responded strategically to wartime contingencies., Where
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possible, it facilitated the reunion of children with their parents.™ Thus, as
in Shanghai, the NCWA remained committed to the family as the
proper place for children but relocated them in cases of abuse, abandon-
ment, or death.

Like their counterparts in the United States, the NCWA became even
more explicitly at the service of their government. U.S. funding was also
restrictured during wartime into larger and more government-aligned
institutions. Christopher Jespersen shows that the ULS. government stream-
lined charities during the war to allow for 2 greater degree of oversighr. ™
Their funders (China Child Welfare, later the China Aid Council) were
increasingly (and somewhat uncomfortably) subsumed under United China
Relief as it coordinated with an expanding field of welfare organizations
in China. These large bureaucracies complicated the relatively simipler rela-
tionship between China Child Welfare and the NCWA., With special
fiunds going toward the care of war orphans, and with the support of Kong
Niangxi, the Executive Yuan donated 120,001} vuan in supplemental funds
for the NCWA in 1942 alone.” As a result of these political and economic
relationships, the NCWA increasingly operated through public rather than
private channels.

Charities conformed to ROC expectations. For example, in 1939 the
ROC distributed via relegram new regulations for patriotic education,
which explicitly asserted the need to foster capable soldiers ® The NCWA
responded by building a school for the relatives of those in the armed
services.” According to the association, it was protecting defenseless chil-
dren whose fathers and brothers were absent and fighting at the front.™
The NCWA inculcated national and partisan lovalty to the ROC in these
seven- o ten-year-olds.” One administrator noted that this school was a
unique experiment in children’s patriotic education™ In other words,
the scouting requirements for that specific institution were particularly
intense by NOCWA standards. He also promised that “in only a few years,
they [the children| will appear with honor at the front.” It was thus “ne ces-
sary to start with children.”™ Colette Plum demonstrates that many such
schools were feeding grounds for the arnw, and she also notes Mationalists
attemipts to channel children’s deep trauma and rage into patriotism.™

Humanitarians noted this shift toward instrumentalization. For exam-
ple, one NOWA administrator argued against the common misperception
that child welfare had to be “purely philanthropic™ or else it was exploit-
ative.™ Mot only did such assumptions overlook the special contingencies
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of war, the administrator asserted, but they also downplaved the agency of
children themselves, who willingly sacrificed for the war effort. Thus, like
Plum, the administrator stressed children’s agency and heroism. Yet chil-
dren’s sacrifices were poignant precisely because the MCWA had aleeady
invested sentimentalized meaning into childhood. Chen Heqin's progres-
sive student Zhang Zonglin even argued that the wartime mobilization of
children would potentially liberate them from the strictures of their par-
ents.”* The NCWA's ultimate goal was to convince ROC officials of the
inherent value of childhood, in both utilitarian and sentimental terms.
Staff remained attuned to children’s psychological needs. When chil-
dren entered receiving homes, they were often dirty and diseased. Of
course, staff first bathed them and provided medical care. But much more
worrisome were the emotional scars that the children endured. Becanse of
the persistence of notions about the meaning of the “whole child,” staff
attended to the emotional tranmas of war. They “slowly restored their [chil-
dren’s| lively innocence.”™ This wording indicates that, whereas a bath or
vitamin might instantly help a child, emotional wounds ran deeper and
required more time to heal—in almost Mencian terms, to regain the child-
like heart. To meet these emotional needs, staff read childrearing manuals
produced in the Manjing decade, like Child Pspdiology and How to Parent,
which included lessons in psychological development. ™ Echoing these prim-
ers, NMOCWA members described children’s innocence and happines ™
Thus administrators tried to reconcile the apparent contradiction between
wartime mobilization of children and the sentimentalization of childhood.
Furthermore, the instrumentalization of children in service to the nation
tacitly committed the government to a longer-term social contract.
Humanitarians expected the state to continue responsibilicy for the nation’s
children after the war. In the context of the Social Relief Act of 1943,
Chinese American Fose Hum Lee proclaimed the war a “revolutionary™
turning point for child welfare in China.™ No longer merely the property
of fathers, Lee argued, children would now be recognized as seeds of the
nation. (This trajectory, from clan property to national citizen, recalled
that of early Chinese radicals and shows the degree to which some New
Culture ideals had become mainstream, in part through the advocacy
work of the NCWA) Lee’s vision of governmental responsibility over
childhood aligned with that of the MCWA in the previous decade. Lee
predicted that, after wartime popularization, this seismic shift would

transform China as a whole. Especially crediting Madame Chiang for her
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dedication, Lee’s statemients indicate the degree to which international
humanitarians appluded her promises and the efforts of the ROC. The
MNCWA surely lost some autonomy by accepting statist directives for patri-
otic education; nevertheles, its members, along with other child advocates,
expected and in fact demanded that the ROC continue child welfare

SErVICes.

Christian Promotion of Family Education

Within the China Aid Council (CAC), the New York Child Care and
Development Committee encouraged the profesional development of
trained childcare workers. In New York, the Institute on Personality Devel-
opment offered evening classes in child welfare to encourage Chinese stu-
dents stdving in the United States to enter “the child care field™” upon
their return to China ™ Pearl Sun, granddaughter of Sun Yat-sen, attended
college in the United States, “preparing for social work in postwar China.™
Some returned for wartime service.” For example, a female Chinese doc-
tor returned after graduating in the United States to teach in one of the
ROCs two-week training programs, available in eight health-care cen-
ters.™ There, young peasant women lived together in a collegiate secting
with their female teachers, as a new experience intended to be liberating.
The school emphasized sound hygienic practices, such as boiling medical
utensils. Like medical missionaries, instructors used microscopes to allow
students to examine bacteria. These classes included household manage-
ment for the women in their roles as mothers and wives.™ This shows an
effort by the Matonaliss to bring not only modern childrearing but also a
degree of women's liberation to the rural countryside. Mevertheless, as
Helen Schneider demonstrates in her study of family education undertaken
by WAC and women's colleges, much of this instruction underscored wom-
en’s domestic roles as wives and mothers, and often met with limited suc-
cess outside of those who were already educated.™

Mationalist Sichuan benefited from the relocation of mission universi-
ties, where Christian Chinese women taught ruml women about modern
childcare.™ Tian Guiluan became director of research and training at
MNARC, In February 1942 the CAC supported short-term courses in child-
care at Chinese universities. ™ Ginling Women's College’s Sichuan campus

had its own Pei Yii Nursery School, as well as a child welfare center, where
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students volunteered ™ Thus these centers continued scientific training
of mothers, and even of welfare workers during the war. Helen Schneider
discusses the ways in which women’s colleges created demonstration cen-
ters, often in conjunction with rural agricultural outreach. As Danke Li
notes, the infusion of urban women into rural Chongging significantly chal-
lenged pender norms, both in public spaces and on school campuses ™

Mationalists sometimes disagreed with Allied funders. For example, the
Geleshan Childrens Home moved to the picturesque mountain just out-
side the wartime capital Chongging. The China Aid Council suggested
elevating Geleshan to 2 "model orphanage.” Even though that investiment
would have allowed an even greater platform for the Song sisters to display
their patronage, since they were often photographed on is idyllic grounds,
the CAC met with lukewarm responses.™ One possible reason may have
been the ROCs obligation to expand child welfare projects across China.

Child expertise, as somewhat independent from state control, contin-
ued in wartime with, for example, child expert Chen Heqin. In 1941, with
funds borrowed from a friend in the Anglican Church, he fled to Jiangxi,
where he established the Early Childhood Mormal School. Under the direct
auspices of the Nationalist Burean of Social Affairs in 1942, Chen also
opened the Jiangxi branch of the NCWA.™ Offering shelter for homeless
children, the NCWA was warmly received by locals.™ Chen thus contin-
ued to extend the work of the NCWA in the countryside. He also pub-
lished a journal to disseminate information on effective parenting.™ The
title of the journal, Living Education, recalled his friend Tao Xingzhi's
M X to promote creativity over memorization, and the journal included
a special issue on John Dewev.™ The journal serially published Chen's auto-
bingraphy, My Half Life, on the occasion of his fifdeth birthday. These
Dewevan influences illustrate Chen's enduring connections with the
MNCWA, the ROC, and Americans, even as (according to his children)
he reportedly began to doubt the leadership of the ROC.

During the war, missionaries continued a movement to “Christianize™
the home in West China. One missionary explained, “I have found no
better way of presenting Christdanity to 2 non-Christian community than
through talks on better ways of handling children.” Amy O'Keefe shows
that this movement, while generally sympathetic to Nationalist campaigns,
regarded their own evangelism as a superior method for wransforming
the hearts and minds of the people” Christian women like Guan

Cuizhen trained childcare workers as well as mothers. The organization
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also published 2 bimonthly journal called Today’s Children with Kong
Niangxi's signature on the masthead, and it reinforced popular messages
about the importance of ROC effores to protect children.™ In other words,
the movenient provided an opportunity for politicians like Kong to extend
their influence in areas not directly controlled by the ROC. A topic deserv-
ing its own historical inguiry, Kong was also the titular head of the
China Industrial Cooperatives {(INDUSCO), a broad-based and generally
leftist program to bring industrial equipment from the coast to the coun-
tryside, which also capitalized on rural missions” Christian missions thus
provided important channels for semigovernmental reforms in the absence
of direct ROC control.

The ¥Y'WCA Christian home movement facilicated che wartime expan-
sion of community projects. In a Shanghai Y WCA textbook on sericul-
ture cooperatives, a “smart” woman suggested, “Since we can cooperate
together in agricultural libor, why can’t we use a cooperative method tw
rear our children together?” Working women could place children, ages
three to six, in a preschool for 4 jiao per month in tuition fees and 3 jiao a
month for food supplies. With forty children per class, 2 manager could
also earn a decent salary of 15 yuan per month, while training 2 couple of
teenaged girls as assistants, In daycare, children would acquire hygienic
habits. Ideally, mothers would work more productively knowing that their
children were receiving good care™ This lesson illustrates how preschools
might have been typically organized in the countryside. The explanations
offered were very much in line with later Communist arpuments about
the importance of female mobilization, communal dining, and collective
production—modernizing policies that enjoved broad-based support.

During the war, work cooperatives asumed some of the wraditonal
responsibilities of danghters-in-law. Although often directed by the Chi-
nese Communist Party, this cross-partisan effort also included the ROC.™
The Women's Advisory Council to the Mew Life Movement created wom-
en’s cooperative “work societies.”™ When their husbands marched to the
front, women acquired vocational raining through industrial coopera-
tives."" For example, the Guizhou Work Society established twenty-four
nurseries, twenty-four factories, child health classes, women's friendship
societies, and mothers” discussion groups."” It also ran “frugal cafeterias.”
These institutions also promoted regular feeding schedules, then in vogue
among childeare experts as a form of internalized discipline.™ Thus the
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war created opportunities for state organizations to intervene more deeply
than before in family life and assume some of the domestic responsibilities
of young women. Administrators also sought to elevate che stams of women
through antifootbinding camipaigns and thus indicate a commitment to lib-
erating rural women from traditional norms.

As Xiaoping Cong notes, the ROC recreat to the hinterland allowed
educators to rethink the traditional “village contract” In terms of early
childhood education, Chen Heqin's student Zhang Zonglin wrote that pre-
schools, for weaned infants from two to three years of age, and kindergar-
tens, for children ages four to six vears, could help alleviate the childeare
burdens of agricultural families," As caretakers, teenage girls would also
learn responsibility, citizenship, and female empowerment. Through
hygiene and diet, modern childcare promised to decrease infant mortal-
ity."® According to the NCWA, not only would collective dayeare help
farming women to contribute to economic production, but schools for
yvoung women would also allow them to improve standards of childcare in
the countryside"

For Western-influenced elites, preschools provided modern childcare as
well 2, to some extent, a sentimental childhood. According to Zhang, kin-
dergartens should facilitate play and music to allow children to feel “genu-
ine happiness,”"" Zhang’s reference to “happiness” illustrates the continued
importance of childhood sentimentality, especially among those who had
participated in NCWA child advocacy work in the 1930s. These non-
rovernment actors, who enjoyed independence from the ROC in the
wartime countryside, maintained an interest, even during the ravages of

war, in the sentimental value of childhood.

Red Star Owver Babies
From Subsidies to Govermment Tnstitutions in 1941=1942

Under the auspices of a branch of the Matonal Association for Refugee
Children, 2 United Front organization, the Border Region Children’s
Orphanage was established in 1938 in Liulinzi, south of Yanan."® The
orphanage was run by Gao Gang (1905-1954) and Lin Biao (1907-1971).
Madame Chiang and her sister, Madame Sun Yat-sen, were honorary
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memibers of the board."™ In keeping with trends since the late Qing, the
orphanage included a “nanny training institute,”™ The use of the term
“manny” also harkens to Qing precedents. This institute was necessary
because childrearing was “a professional occupation” and an “important
duty.™™ By 19:44) the institution cared for 535 children whose ages ranged
from under 2 year old to seventeen years of age."” The Bordedand Orphan-
age remitted financial reports and the resumes of its teachers and even sent
a new year’s greeting to MNationalist Chongging in 1940."™ Thus the
orphanage provided 2 channel of communication and funding between
Communists and MNationalists.

As in ROC areas, CCP hospitals facilitated instruction on modern child-
care. In 1938 the Chinese Reed Cross sent “a woman's unit™ to Yanan to
improve the infant mortality rate, estimated at 60 percent." The Chinese
Red Cross opened a well-baby clinic at the Bethune Memorial Interna-
tional Peace Hospital and reported that it “made a great impresion™ on
locals " Health exhibits featured public vaccinations."® The hospital estab-
lished for cadre parents a local nursery for children between the ages of six
months and three yvears. By Seprember 1938 it had grown from twenty chil-
dren to fifty. The Yanan government subsidized the nursery and a hospi-
tal nurse oversaw its staff.'"” Murses also informed mothers about infant
hygiene and modern childrearing,

As a part of its commitment to childeare and public health, the China
Defense League (CDL) proposed in 1941 2 “Nursery Training Centre”
attached to the Border Region Hospital in Shaanxi to provide training for
“child welfare workers” across the Northwest border region."™ In 1941
Yan'an's Border Region Government created, in conjunction with the
Women's Federation, a2 Program for Child Welfare within its Civilian
Department.” The hospital provided training for sixty men and women.'
After a one-year course in midwifery, childcare, and nursery schooling,
specialists led local “village nursery school work "' The Child Welfare
Section of the Health Departmient supplied medical instruments necessary
for childbirth and infant care. The Civilian Department also planned to
publish 2 “Handbook on Hygiene of Pregnancy, Childbirth and Child Wel-
fare.” Trained childcare cadres toured southern Yan'an as an “experimen-
tal area for nursery work.,” While conducting health inspections and
recording demographic information, welfare workers tanght hygiene and
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consulted with mothers.”* In part counteracting parental resistance, they

also dispensed government subsidies for raising healthy children over one
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vear of age.'™ Welfare specialists thus became “important cadres for nurs-
ery work in the villages ™

Americans interpreted these measures, undertaken with Allied fund-
ing, as in keeping with their own goals for a sentimental childhood and
a happy family. For example, in 194 2 former medical missionary visited
2 maternity hospital in the caves of the Northwest. He commented, “1
never saw anywhere else so many happy voung mothers, and so many
healthy, fat babies.” His description recalled illustrations of robust health
in MOCWA journals of the 1930s. In 1942 the CAC (the latter incarnation
of Mew York's China Child Welfare, the original funding arm of the
MNCWA in the 193035) included these impressions in 2 memo with a request
for a further monetary grant for the Border Region Hospital ' Indeed,
in 1942 the CAC’s Child Care and Development Committee in New
York identified deficiency in scientific training, rather than lack of proper
sentiment or social motivation, as the major obstacle for dayeare work, '™

That same year Zhou Enlai, then stationed in Chongging, succesfully
lobbied Robert Bartlett, a representative of the CAC, to increase funding
for child welfare services through preschools. Zhou argued chat in 19440
fourteen children’s nurseries had admitted roughly five hundred children
in the Yanan region, but by 1942 that the number had increased to sixty
day-nurseries, with over one thousand children.™ Twelve of those nurser-
ies were subsidized by the Border Region Government. CCP figures were
corroborated by the CAC’s external investigations.”™ The influx of chil-
dren in preschools coincided with a constriction of services to institutions
{rather than subsidies). The policy thus had the effect of placing more chil-
dren under institutional care. Although “child welfare workers™ had mon-
icored the developmental progress of children within homes, preschools
provided a much more direct platform for supervision. After 1942 the CAC
began to fund twenty-one nurseries in what it called “Madame Sun’s Chil-
dren’s Program in the Border Feegion,” presumably to obfuscate the Com-
munist nature of those institutions.

The spring of 1942 witnessed a contraction of outreach initiatives in favor
of such instdtutions through the Child Welfare Prograam in the area sur-
rounding Yanan " Lowering its direct subsidy for children and pregnant
women, the Border Region Government allocated 11,000 yvuan to promote
childcare services for an area with only about seventy children.™ Two addi-
tional training schools for infant and maternity welfare were also established

in the area.”™ Thus, rather than distribute welfare more broadly, guerrillas
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concentrated child welfare efforts near Yan'an. This shift was in keeping with
the CAC’s suggestions to the Nationalists to invest ina “model orphanage.”
The practice also had the effect of redistributing humanitarian aid in favor
of officials. The families of military officials and cadres were not, as the
rural population was, eligible for remuneration for raising healthy children,
but they were entited to enter subsidized preschools.™ A long-standing
goal of preschools, with child-to-nanny ratios of three to one, was to “lessen
the worries of revolutionary cadre for their families.”™* Like MNational-
ists, Communists rewarded military and partisan families with state care.

The influx of funding in 1942 had an impact on preschools in Yan'an.
For example, the Lu Xun Art Academy established a nursery in 1941, In
1942 NARC transmitted through Hong Kong funds donated by the Los
Angeles Patriotic Society, and the nursery was expanded and renamed
the Los Angeles Preschool, also sometimes referred to in English-
language documents as a kindergarten or nursery.™ The Border Reegion
Government continted to provide millet and a subsidy of 2,500 yuan a
month, and the Lu Xun Academy contributed a subsidy of 604 2 month ™
With increased funding, the preschool accommodated an additional
thirty children, who had been temporarily placed in local peasant homes;
these additions doubled the total number of children.™ Later in 1942
several children left and only thirty-seven remained, owing to parental
movement, lack of supplies, and the difficulty of emploving nurses. ™ Most
children were young: eight were under one vear, twenty-four were between
one and five, and seven were five to seven years of age "™ The example
of the Los Angeles Preschool illustrates that children were sometimes sim-
ply reshuffled into preschools rather than remaining under the care of
peasants.

These changes suggested that it would be preferable to place children in
preschools rather than in conservative, surrogate peasant families—and
by extension, they also challenged the sole authority of even biological
families to care for children without the expertise or oversight of the state.
For example, after training in child management and childhood psychol-
oey, and with job experience, caregivers learned how different modern chil-
drearing was from traditional peactices. They saw that “our children are
healthy while theirs are often sick™ because of requirements for boiled water,
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hygienic conditions, and regular exercise.™ Thus, according to cadres,

institutions more efficiently provided scientific childcare than private

homes could.

[ 120 ] PART II: CHILD EXPERTS AMD THE CHIMESE STATE

Brought to you by | The Mational Library of the Philippines
Authenticated

Download Date | 1011319 10:46 PM



Thaining Caregivers in Yan'an
d d

Like their counterparts in Chongging, women in Yanan demanded child-
care, As in Chongging, Yanan witnessed an influx of coastal refugees whose
daily practices challenged gender norms. Yan'an also generally arcracted
revolutionaries further left on the spectrum than did Chongging, so these
cultural differences were perhaps even more manifest. Writer Ding Ling
(1904 -1986) famously complained that women could not contribute to the
Commmnist Party until it effectively addressed their double burden of
domestic work."™ Scholars have studied the imposition of party discipline
on urbane women like Ding Ling, whose rejections of traditional marriage
and preferences for free love and domestic equality frustrated peasant men**
Most striking is the greater imposition of discipline in Yan’an on young
staft who were often initially reluctant to enter professions that would alle-
viate the burdens of married women. Both Communists and Mationalists
trained mothers and childcare workers, but, as Helen Schneider shows,
Mationalists had the advantage of important civil institutions wich vears of
experience in teaching domestic science. '™

Professional childcare had, since the late Qing dynasty, been a job for
women—so much so that child expert Chen Heqin had even advocated
feminizing, to a degree, companionate fathers. Looking to Soviet mod-
els, Communists also saw women as “natural child educators ™" MNever-
theless, the larger ethos in Yan'an on discipline tended o defeminize the
profession. For example, 2 male custodian was praised for forestalling
tantrums due to his greater ability to inspire awe™" Official titles also
reflected this rend. In 1919 the young women of Peking Women's N or-
mal College had argued that the need to “protect” and to “mother” were
etymologically embedded in the word “nanny™ (baomu). In Yanan, cadre
replaced the charcter for “mothering” with one for “rearing” children in
a new term for caregivers (baopuyuan). Administrators added a third qual-
ification about “the necessary oversight of cadres.™ Cadres introduced
this term perhaps to combat discontentment among the young women that
they were simply “mother’s helpers” (laoma) * Thus the new title was intended
to increase the status of female staff in the eyves of mothers of enough
means or stature to send their children o nursery.

There was a clear hierarchy between teachers and staff. By 1944 the Los
Angeles Preschool had attracted highly trained specialists, specifically two
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nurses from the Advanced Nurses Vocational School attached to the Inter-
national Peace Hospital at Yanan., One specialized in the field of public
health, and the other in the field of child welfare. The nursery also boasced
emploving a college student and a student of kindergarten education.™
These were the “essential staft™ of the nursery, which also included “gov-
ernesses” and “general service personnel.” Teachers and staff attended
courses separately. Teachers who had already attained a higher level of
liceracy took “higherlevel™ classes that included politics, child psychol-
ogy, managerial classes about accounting, and general knowledge about
raising pigs and picking cotton; they were also responsible for improving
the “cultural and political standards™ of the caregivers and custodians.™
In contrast, staff harkened from relatively poor backgrounds: four local
peasant wormen, four wives of guerilla soldiers, and two factory workers.™
For example, originally vetted as a nanny for Mao Zedong, Zhon Guizhi
bathed the children and washed their clothes, winning the distinction of
“model staff worker™ in Yan'an.™ Staff took weekly classes in basic liter-
acy, first-aid, and “culture and hygiene,™™ Literacy training allowed staff’
to “write lecters, record diaries, compose paragraphs, and some could even
read the newspaper for the masses.”™ Literacy thus helped staft to improve
record keeping that increased government surveillance,

W hereas Mationalists directed their raining with an eye for women'’s
domestic roles, Communists instructed staff. In contrast to industrial work-
ers who resisted (according to the Child Labor Commission) allowing
their children to attend preschools in the 1920s, Yan'an officials willingly
entrusted their children to nurseries. Cadres met resistance not from
parents but from caregivers. From the perspective of cadres, “When [care-
wivers| didn’t put their hearts into the work, we cadres often had to micro-
manage many details " Administrators had “to avoid mishaps” by performing
basic tasks themselves, such as “washing the children’s faces and bathing
them, helping them eat and go o the bathroom, wiping their behinds,
watching over the children as they slept.” The ultimate responsibility for
the children rested with cadres rather than caretakers.™ Their comment
also indicates that they derived a certain amount of legitimacy from their
labor and direct contact with children.

Childcare was difficult. Cadres complained, “When the children were
disobedient, sometimes they would make the childcare workers so nervous
that they [the caregivers| cried.”™ Administrator Zhang Chichang described

four caretakers as “insane,” and doctors diagnosed the yvoung women as
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“hysterical.™¥ Cadres warned that when staff would “cry and scream.” they
negatively influenced the children.™ Here, they were perhaps reinforcing
traditional notions that environment influenced a child’s emotional devel-
opment, even in the womb." Cadres praised caregivers for learning to cry
softly and discreetly on their beds, so as not to attract notice.

Young women only reluctantly agreed to become childcare workers. "™
For example, in an oral history recorded by a Chinese scholar, Wang
Youping admitted that she had “gone to Yan'an to join the Revolutionary
Army, not to look after lictle children.” A professor at the Women's Uni-
versity handpicked Wang to care for the son of General Liu Bocheng (1892—
1986). The general argued that childcare was “honorable work™ and reassured
her that “caring for children also has revolutionary value.” Kang Keging
(1911-1992), General Zhu De’s wife, asured Wang that she would be
assisting, indirectly, military work,"™ Later, Zhu De repeated these ideas in
1 lecture during the Rectification Campaign. Cadres like Zhu interpreted
labor disatisfaction almost tantologically as a symptom of undervaluing
the profession. They explained, “The reason they [staff] were uneasy is
that they wanted to study to improve themselves. They feared that [in
childcare| they had no future.” According to cadre management, “these
peasant women weren't interested in professional childcare because they
didr’t understand the importance of childcare work; furthermore, they hadn’t
received collective thought education.” A negative attitude meant that
caregivers were “not conscientious and not responsible, and all that was in
their heads were thoughts of finding employment [in professional areas
outside of childcare].” Cadres saw training as a response to dissatisfaction
with limited upward mobility and professionalization. They patiently
applinded the contributions of the caregivers, who were “happy |because]
those above respect us, and [we] slowly understond the problems that [we]
dide’t understand before.”™™

In the spring of 1943 the Fectification Campaign addresed, to some
degree, the cultural gulf between teachers and staff. The First Child Wel-
fare Institute experimented with allowing teachers and caregivers to “give
friendly criticism™ of one anothers work. They attended a weekly “politi-
cal class™ together.'™ Political study sessions helped staff to understand that
“personal benefit needed to follow party interests.” High-level cadres also
led meetings. Moting that caregivers would miss their families during Mid-
Autumn Festival, Hu Yaobang (1915-1989) ordered politically informed

theater to entertain and inform the staff, in what Timothy Cheek more
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broadly calls Yan'an's “pedagogical state.”"™ Cadres attributed to the Rec-
tification Campaign an improvement in the emotonal well being of the
staff. Childcare staff later remembered the movement as validating cheir
work.™ Scholars now see antecedents of the Cultural Revolution in the
discipline of the Rectification Campaign as a2 mechanism for consolidat-
ing Mao's power; nevertheles, these reports indicate the ways that political
campaigns could potentially uplift service workers within Yan'an's larger
social hierarchy."™

Medical Mowitoring in Yan'an Preschools

Murseries in Yanan continued modern practices of monitoring children’s
health to prevent disease. Children were inoculated, and nurses inspected
them each day, performed physical examinations each week, and recorded
height and weight every three months ' Given wartime shortages of med-
ical supplies, staff prevented disease through diet and vigilince. Nurses
oversaw weekly menus.'" Despite water scarcity, caregivers bathed each
child daily, washed their hands, and made them rinse their mouths out after
every meal. [n contrast to traditional Chinese childrearing practices, and
in keeping with the modern advice of misionaries and Mationalists, the
managers of Yanan warned against overfeeding and regularly gave chil-
dren enemas to expel parasites."” The ill were quarantined and received
daily doctor’s visits,

Even with these measures, nurseries were hotbeds for disease. For exam-
ple, in June 1942 influenza quickly spread through the damp caves of the
Los Angeles Preschool. Over two-thirds of the children fell ill, and even
mothers became infected. By July the nursery had to close for the duration
of the rainy season.™ Such outbreaks motivated the Border Region Gov-
ernment to lobby for medical supplies from the Allies.™ Vicamins com-
bated malnutrition.™ Photographs of Yanan's preschools, remitted to the
China Defense League, showcased attention to medical care, such as wash-
ing children’s eves to prevent trachoma and examinations for tuberculosis
at the Bethune International Peace Hospital, with “the only functioning
M-ray machine in Yanan.™™ This machine was a personal gift of General
Joseph Stilwell and represented an imporcant shift in U5, favor toward
Chinese guerillas.
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Hygienic practices sometimes confused children. For example, one
voung child demanded food and the company of other children during an
initial period of quarantine and scrict diet, implicitly asserting that anscer-
ity departed from a more comfortable family environment!'™ Caregivers
wore cotton masks to protect the children from airborne germs. Theirlong
white coats emphasized their roles as nurses rather than maternal figures.
Children could easily see preschool as state discipline rather than family
warmth. But scientific practices were effective: during a bout of gastrodia
rash in the spring of 1945, cadres directed caregivers to monitor tempera-
tures and to quarantine infected children. After witnessing that “their own
skills had improved,” staff eagerly sought more instruction. Cadres noted,
“Afterwards, they wanted to learn more nursing skills, and felr that cheir
previous unwillingness to study had been wrong. ™™ Both children and staff

acclimatized to the austere hygienic practices of the modern preschool.

Social Engineering in Commuunist Kindergartens

Kindergartens had long been recognized as 2 way to incorporate children
into Chinese society, but Communists more specifically described pre-
school as a scep toward collectivization and intervention into family life.™
Chinese Communists thus aligned more closely with the ideals of Russian
Marxists."” The Yanan Preschool provided an institutional setting for chil-
dren to acquire “the habits of collective living,” including a “spirit of
cooperative friendship.” Cadres drew from Soviet models (as they had in
the 1920k, when “voung pioneers” was transliterated as piannier rather than
aianfeng). A new generation of Chinese Communists could be trained from
childhood. Learning the “love of labor,” even kindergartners cultivated a
“fondness for work ™ through classroom chores. As a forerunner of educa-
tional campaigns in the PRC period, elementary school children also
contributed to fly-killing campaigns and manufactured small articles like

soap. Teachers worked with children in production, perhaps in activities

3

denoting
here not the large, nultigenerational household of traditional Confu-

like gardening, to signify their relationship in 2 “big family’

cianism but a2 new socialist communitarianisn.™ These activities would
become hallmarks of childhood educational policy in Chinese commu-
nism in the 195k,
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And vet these activities can also be interpreted within the framework
of late Qing or early Republican trends. Like Nationalists, Communists
also had reservations about physical exerton. Cadres cantioned, “We need
to be careful that when children do labor, they do not cause harm to their
childhood development and physical strength.”™ The CCP warning to
“allow them [children] to train slowly™ also resonates with missionary
warnings against undue pressure on children. The notion that strain was
potentially dangerous for children had been the starting point for segre-
wating childhood as a protected catepory for the specialization of labor and
the advancement of 2 modernist state. Nevertheless, the emphasis of this
line of thought was less overtly sentimentalized than that of the NCWA.
Whereas Communists, like Qing educators, carefully monitored labor
within the limitations of overexertion, Nationalists more consciously cel-
ebrated play.

The kindergarten curriculum in Yan'an also reflected some influences
from the Manjing decade. Following established child psychologists, cad-
res in Yanan followed much of the same kindergarten curricula: simple
character recognition based on pictures, numbers, maps, crafis, play, dance,
stories, physical education, outdoor activities, and hygienic checkups and
the inculcation of hygienic habits."™ The daily schedule was also organized
along similar lines, with hour-long courses in general knowledge on alrer-
nating davs, or storveelling, literacy, and singing. The lesons, including
“Children’s Day,” “Dogs,” and “Dr. Sun Yat-sen,” echoed Chen Heqgin's
primers. Added to these ROC lessons were specifically Communist sto-
ries inspiring respect for revolutionary soldiers and the superiority of the
Chinese Communist counteroffensive to combat Japanese and MNazi atroc-
ities. Teachers, for example, drew on articles from the Liberation Daily to
celebrate Communist soldiers and labor heroes as part of 2 larger CCP pub-
licity campaign.'™

Mursery and kindergarten children enjoved free play but were carefully
observed. During afternoon recess, children were monitored to prevent
thumb-sucking and masturbation, habits deemed unhealthy by the admin-
istrators. There seem to have been a variety of policies for behavioral
management. In a report to the China Defense League, the First Child
Welfare Institute emphasized that teachers always addressed children ques-
tions and that they resorced to “collective criticism . . . as lictle as possi-
ble.”™ The Los Angeles Preschool held meetings allowing children to

criticize one another’s errors,”™ Staff strongly felt the impulse to bring in
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the methods of the Rectification Campaign, but it was not 2 uniform or
top-down command; as in the “Five Love™ campaign, this impulse antici-
pated teachers’ innovations in the early 1950s,

Attending to Children’s Emotional Needs
in the “Large Family" in Yan'an

Along with attention to discipline, caregivers also attended to the emo-
tional needs of children. Some children, especially those who were
orphaned or left behind when parents fought at the front, felt jealous when
others received gifts or visits from cheir parents. Schools worked to address
children’s psychological needs. Caregivers and other local women “adopted”
children for Saturday excursions (when other children visited with their
parents).™ Likewise, the Second Childcare Institute established a “moth-
ering competition” to improve staff’s maternal instincts and thereby reduce
instances of sickness among children."™ Even here, the emphasis was on
modern childcare rather than sentimentalizing childhood. Despite the aus-
tere discipline of the Los Angeles Preschool, its caregivers recognized
children’s needs for individual attention and emotional bonding in a “large
family.”"™

Despite the heavy emphasis on discipline, regulation, and hvgiene, cad-
res taught caregivers about child psychology in ways that would have been
familiar to child psychologises like Chen Heqin, As Chen had in the 1920,
caregivers in Yanan wielded child psvchology to command obedience with
gentle suasion. For example, two caregivers noted, “Today we followed
the principles that we learned in class to encourage children, and asa result,
the children obeved us. From now on, we will attend childcare methods
and skills class more regularly. [We| truly feel interested in the subject

" Experiential praxis thus illustrated the effectiveness of psycho-

|
logical theories and helped caregivers to inspire obedience. Like Chen,
cadres also warned that children could manipulate adults with tears and
tantrums and advocated closer attention to the emotional characrer of indi-
vidual children. One particular boy in the First Child Welfare Institute
was especially stubborn and hizy, which staffattributed, after careful obser-
vation, to laicking “a mother’s love.” They responded gently to the boy,
who became the first in his clas. Likewise, in the Los Angeles Preschool,

staff corrected negative behavior by praising model exemplars.!™ While
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cadres somietimes explained these theories in terms of children’s natural ten-
dencies and susceptibilities, as Chen Hegin had done, their ultimate goals
for childhood socialization, in terms of emotional adjustments to collec-
tivization, had Communist overtones.

American Impressions of Sentimental, Modere Childcare

As in ROC areas, child welfare facilitared international diplomacy. Left-
ists such as Edgar and Helen Snow celebrated an idealized vision of
Yan'an, and those accounts became CCP cannon of revolutionary resis-
tance; nevertheless, bankers, missionaries, and U.S. soldiers were alo
among those who mediated with Yan'an (perhaps also sent, as Zhang Bai-
jia intimates, to pressure Chiang Kai-shek to capitulate to U5, demands)."™
These cases illustrate broad nerworks of Allied funding for childcare. For
example, when Lady Isobel Cripps (1891-1979), president of the United
British Aid to China Fund, visited Yan'an, she toured the Los Angeles
Preschool.™ Yan'an remitted information to funders, which became a
stock part of Allied fundraising campaigns. For example, photographs
show preschools in the caves of the Communist-controlled Northwest,
with children singing the Communist Mational Anthem, the ideological
connections of which were omitted from American renditions of the
song for fundraising purposes.

Communists impressed American visicors. In February 1943 the school
warmly received an American banker for the Chongging branch of the City
Bank of New York, who visited Yanhn on behalf of the American Aid
Council and UCK.. He reported on the good health of the children in che
Borderland Orphanage supported by Madame Chiang. According to his
report, Madame Chiang’s contributions were allegedly the only ROC
money coming into the Border Region. (After the “New Fourth Army
Incident” of January 1943, Nationalists had allegedly even stopped paving
the salaries of Communist military divisions.) Child welfare was the one
arena in which MNationalists willingly supported Communists and thus indi-
cates the ROCs genuine protection of children as a special category,
despite its concurrent leveraging of childhood for political purposes.™ As
an object of transnational aid, child welfare atcracted and demanded cross-
partisan support.
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Allied impressions of Yan'an tended to depict childeare asvery much in
keeping with a sentimentalized childhood and family education. One
American visitor noted that the children at the Los Angeles Preschool wore
white cotton aprons and looked like “a flock of white -breasted ducklings.™*
Such little outfits had also been worn in Chen Hegin's Drum Tower Kin-
dergarten in Manjing, The American visitor also noted that mothers rotared
duty as caregivers and encouraged children to play outdoors with hand-
made clay dolls. The simplicity of life in Yanan charmed Americans. The
Border Region Bank’s preschool also ran a cooperative with four mothers
who rotated responsibilities.™ Americans thus saw Yan'an daycare as
community-based rather than Communist.

The influence of US. and even Mationalist preschool education was evi-
dent in Yanan. Semiotic markers identified those influences on Yan'an's
preschools—from the portrait of Madame Chiang hanging on the wall of
the orphanage, to the littde “ducklings™ in Yan'an’s preschool. These super-
ficial signs did not necessarily mean that Yan'an shared a culture of senti-
mentalizing childhood, despite the pervasiveness of modernizing projects
regarding childcare. Communists emphasized the arenas they had in
common with their counterparts—especially the impetus to use pre-
schools as venues for public health, childhood socialization, and govern-
ment monitoring.

Conclusion

When Nationalists and Communists retreated to the countryside, they pro-
moted new childrearing practices within a dynamic field of intersecting
cultures. Whether in short-term collegiate courses in Chongging or in on-
the-job training in Yanan, urban women taught relatively more tradi-
tional, rural women in the science of modern childcare. Institutions like
hospitals, daycare centers, and industrial collectives gave (sometimes very
reluctant, in the case of Yan'an) women new career opportunities, In both
Mationalist and Communist areas, women themselves agitated for govern-
ment services to relieve the double burden of motherhood and work. Com-
munists had trouble convincing revolutionary yvouth to enter the field of
childcare as 2 serious profession, whereas domestic science had long been
part of the curricula of women’s mission colleges. Conversely, Nationalists
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had to negotiate with civic organizations that promoted sentimental child-
hood as a deeply embedded value, As Megan Greene shows, the GMD
was also a Leninist party state that sought to capitalize on the war effort to
impose intellectnal discipline but was hindered by “the comparative auton-
omy that higher education™ (or, we might add, other institutions, such as
the NCWA) had previously enjoved.” In contrast, the CCIs Recrifica-
tion Campaigns much more effectively imposed discipline on idealistic
voung intellectuals removed from established nongovernmental institutions
with the authority to confer expertise independent of the state,

Both Mationalists and Communists leveraged childcare to facilitate the
war effort. Their statist objectives were remarkably similar. Both groups
trained women to serve as professional childcare providers who collected
and remitted demographic information. Welfare work was very much tied
to increasing the state apparatus, and both parties agreed that child welfare
work could help modernize China. Insome sense, the war provided space
for each camp {especially the previously persecuted Communists) to build
government infrastructure. As a reward for partisan families, childcare ser-
vices also attracted support for each government. In those institutions,
patriotic education further heightened partisanship. The split between
Communist and Nationalist army units in 1941 widened the political gulf.
Wartdme fragmentation facilitated independent or parallel government
building and would hinder postwar unification.
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CHAPTER WV

Contested Service

Building a National Social Welfare Program
in the Civil War, 19451949

v the time Japan surrendered in 1945, China had paid a high price

for victory, as “the critical theater in World War 117 for eight

years—and as a major battleground for fourteen.! The Allies had
started planning for postwar reconstruction since at least 1941, but interna-
tional aid was a delicate issue.* With the revision of the unequal treaties in
1943, the Fepublic of China had officially emerged as a nation among
equals. Sensitive to the potential for foreign manipulation, Minister of For-
eign Affairs Song Ziwen, Chiang Kai-shek’s brother-in-law, insisted on
ROC control over funds from the United Nations Felief and Fehabili-
tation Administration (UNRRA) in 1943 hence in January 1945 the
ROC established the Chinese Matonal Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration (CNRRA)} Communists later founded the Conumunist
Liberated Areas Relief Administration (CLARA) in order to demand more
equitable distribution of resources. Eschewing wartime cooperation, in the
ensuing Civil War, Nationalists and Communists vied to win the hearts
of the people.

The ROC thus sought to organize a nationwide, professional field
of social welfare with transnational funding. UNRRA expanded educa-
tional and career opportunities for those interested in serving children
in need. Its very presence demanded bureaucratic symmetry on the Chi-
nese side, through corresponding personnel in both CNRR A and Chinese

municipal Bureaus of Social Affairs. In the vocabulary of James Scott,
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welfare staff needed “legible™ academic credentials across transnational
bureaus.®* To this end, UNRRA facilitated college scholirships and
scholarly exchanges, thereby reinforcing ULS. ties even as individual offi-
cials championed the ideal of innovation by Chinese experts. In both
China and Europe, postwar relief programs became a “social laboratory™
for experimentation.” Child experts like Chen Heqgin and Mora Hsiung
Chu (Xiong Xiling’s daunghter) sought new solutions to transcend the
dichotomy between Westernization and indigenization, but the idea of
transnational expertise sill left unanswered the question of the universal-
ity of modern childhood.

Even within UNRRA, officials could not precisely define “relief and
rehabilitation.” While cautioning against oversimplification, Jesica Rein-
isch delineates three broad paradigms to historicize UNRRA: first, as a
continuation of longstanding mission charity; second, as an extension of
the Mew Deal; and third, as an opportunity for genuine innovation.” These
competing visions often overlapped when, in applications for funding,
humanitarians referenced all these goals. For example, child welfire cen-
ters, often affiliated with mission colleges and associated with ULS, train-
ing, experimented with solutions for local problems® In the process, an
emerging group of welfare specialists often obfuscated the boundaries
between secular and religious {or mission-directed), and between indi-
genized and Americanized (often inspired by the New Deal or by John
Dewey and other American experts). Much of this blurring was due to
UMNRREAS willing reliance on mission charities in the face of economic
shortages. Americans and Nationalists envisioned social work as support-
ing, rather than diminishing, civil society, either as community groups
(including religions organizations) or as individual families, Nationalists
were deeply commiitted to preserving the integrity of the family through
the creation of a national government welfare program.

Economic difficulties during the Civil War were an important factor
shaping child welfare services. Especially in the realm of child welfare,
UNRRA relied on private donors, often through Christian channels; thus
dwindling funds pushed child welfare further toward what might be
considered “Westernization™—alliances with mission colleges and Chris-
tian donors. As temporary institutions, UNRRA and CNRRA created
burdensome programs and then relinquished them to the ROC, thus

increasing the ROC’s overextended financial commitments.” By requir-

ing coordination among professional experts, UNRRA also unwittingly
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duplicated large bureaus, further engorging the ROC’s inflated infrastruc-
ture. Despite the influx of foreign aid and personnel through UNRRA,
China still lacked the human and financial resources necessary for eco-
noniic reconstruction or even distribution of relief. At the same time, as
George Wel notes, the ROCS focus on large-scale modernization projects
rave the impression of unfeeling disregard for humanicarian relief—and
thus alienated some Americans as well as Chinese.

Child Welfare, Berween Family Values
and Mational Owersight

As Tara Zahra has discovered in the case of Europe, child welfare was a
highly visible component of postwar international welfare relief™ Accord-
ing to the China-UNRRA director in 1946, “In their concern for the
categories requiring special care, UNRRA welfare officers have placed
much emphasis upon programs for children, Advisory Child Welfare Com-
mittees have been organized, with UNRR A participation, to continue
the child-care programs set up during the war™" He thus implicitly
acknowledged Americans’ concern for the global plight of children in the
aftermath of the war. Mevertheless, also in 1946, UNRR A proposed dis-
solving the MNational Association for Refugee Children to discharge its
financial obligations.” Child welfire institutions thereafter had to rely on
private sponsors or US. organizations like the United Service to China
{USC), an outgrowth of the wartime United China Relief. Responding
to immediate issues like postwar inflation, welfare institutions neverthe-
less turned to long-standing parcnerships and perennial concerns.

Building Natiowal Conimitices

In 1937 the Mational Child Welfare Association had envisioned a nation-
wide child welfare program; returning to these plans after the war, child
savers pushed for a greater degree of government regulation and national
coordination at the 1946 Child Welfare Flanning Conference in Shang-
hai.” The conference produced an outine that was routinely referenced in
UNRRA policy and allocations decisions. Participants addressed many of
the NCWA's concerns, especially the creation of legal cate gories and social
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services to protect children® Organizers expressed a need to coordinate
child welfare services in health, education, and social work on both the
national and the local level. Mational oversight was especially important
because funding responsibilities for social services, like child welfare gen-
erally, shifted from central to municipal control.

The introduction of UNMRRA changed the landscape of social services
in China. The vocabulary of “indigenization™ shifted along with the fun-
damental landscape of international relief in the postwar period. For
example, in the “Fevised Directive to Establish Reelief Associations,” Lu
Guangmian (b, 1905), director of the Burean of R elief, grouped “Chinese
and foreign” together but disaggregated charitable organizations, religious
bodies, and government bodies.”™ Lu categorized his list by institutional
type rather than national origin, as a reflection of the transnational coop-
eration in organizations like the NCWA. In some regional reports, officials
even included Christian missions under the heading “indigenous,” per-
haps as long-term, local organizations in contrast to UNRREA and
CNRRA" Nevertheless, while discussing Christian missions under the
rubric of “indigenous social agencies,” 2 Guangdong UNRR A official also
noted the “salutary effect” of having a Western vice-chairman to provide
guidance.” Categorizations reflecting transnational cooperation aside,
Americans remained in positions of relative power.

Reelief associations had become somewhat subsumed within national,
or at least public, organizations. For example, the NCWA had relin-
gquished much of its autonomy to the ROC during the war and is mem-
bers agreed to yield its functions to a new public body. At the Child
Welfare Conference in 1946, participants proposed “a child welfare agency
for the promotion of child welfare in general giving arcention to cthe care of
children.”® UNRRA officials thus envisioned increasing government
oversight over charities through the centralizing organ of the China
Child Welfare Committee (CCWC). By coordinating child welfare pro-
grams, the COWC aimed to increase national cohesion, and as the NOCWA
had, “improve the quality of” existing programs and extend their ser-
wvices."” Even more than the NCWA, however, the CCWC would be an
official ROC organ with command over its own fundraising campaigns
and programs abroad ™

Increased government oversight did not entail che abandonment of com-
munity groups. Social workers especially solicited the support of religions

organizations. Far from dismissing church groups, the COWC called on
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“seminaries and normal schools to develop leaders™ to teach parental edu-
cation and to raise public consciousness about child welfare. It recom-
mended that hospitalsand “chuech agencies” organize “child study groups.”*
It also listed religious organizations (NCC, the Ys, NCWA) alongside
ROC ministries (Mational Health Administration, MNational Institute of
Health, Ministry of Social Affairs) as agencies “available for the welfare
of Chinese children.”* Especially given its imminent termination date,
UNRRA relied on all such organizations, particulady commending the
NCWA for i child welfare work ™ Regardless of how UNRRA or
ROC officials viewed secularization, neither institution enjoved the eco-

nomic means to assume full responsibility for social welfare,

Children’s Rights to Families

As in Europe, Chinese child experts drew on the discourse of children’s
rights and the best interests of the child. ™ At the conference in Shanghai,
the first plank in the Child Welfare Platform stated: “Every child has the
right to health, wholesome environment, and happiness. This should mean,
except fora very small minority of children, the opportunity for every child
o grow up in a family of his own.” Chinese humanitarians emphasized
the child’s rights within the framework of the family, rather than as
autonomous individuals outside of it. Although European efforts likewise
focused on the family in che aftermath of war, these trends intersected with
long-standing efforts by the NCWA to provide 2 modernized Confucian
platform of “cherishing children™ as a rich and legitimate heritage.™
The war had broken up families and relocated over two million Chi-
nese children to state—run institutions. ™ Many UNR R A officers noted, in
the aftermath of the war, the continued need for orphanages, which received
the majority of child welfare funds in most regions, such as Hubei ** Many
had mision ties. Some Westerners persisted in perceiving weaknesses in
Chinese family practices that they hoped to remedy through missions. In
the words of the French Catholic apostolic prefect of Hainan in a letrer to
UNRRA, “Thanks to God there’s a means to relieve such an evil [early
adoption for arranged marriage of girls] of the community, that is to open
orphanages™" Although the prefect received financial support from
UNRRA, his statements reflected an earlier era, one vehemently critical

of Chinese families. In contrast, most transnational child advocates were
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staunchly profamily. In Europe, UNR R A workers responded to postwar
trauma by emphasizing the Mazi “assanlt on family sovereignty.”™ Despite
different circumstances in the Pacific, child experts likewise advocated
reuniting with their families those Chinese children who had been removed
to safer zones. The ROC Womens Advisory Council relocated children,
in a larger reshuffling of the displaced population to their home areas.™ The
China Aid Council asserted, "It should be made possible for every one of
them to go back to their homes, since home is the normal and proper place
for children.™

Mationalists presented orphanages as a wartime necessity rather than a
new normative standard . Writing in 1946, Doris Ho noted that the Social
Reelief Act of 1943 “recognized the fact that it's better to give relief to homes
rather than [place children| in institutions but due to the lack of case work
service, foster homes and high standards of living under the inflationary
conditions it is necessary to provide basic food, and shelter on the instimu-
tional basis for dependent children [as] during the past few vears.”™™ In the
words of the CCWC, orphanages should offer “temporary rather than per-
manent shelter.” Instead, “Such instmtions as are retained should be so
operated as to provide outstanding examples of good institutional care for
children.™ In other words, the ROC should not replace parents but inform
and support them. Welfare workers further adapted orphanages to mimic
the benefits of the family. In the words of 2 USC memo, children’s homes
should “demonstrate fully the advantages of this approximated “family life’
in a2 Chinese orphanage” in, for example, small “cottage” settings.™ In place
of “the far too numerous servants now found in orphanages and nurser-
ies,” “mature cottage mothers (and fathers)” should nurture children.™ One
example was the Yu Ying Tang, 2 Christian organization for abandoned
children, some of whom were anonyvmously deposited as infants in a “Life
Saving Cabinet,” a borrowed European practice. The home projected itself
as a haven for children to return to all their lives, and a true home with
lifelong relationships.

Roather than establishing orphanages, many UNRRA workers argued
that Chinese children had too frequently been placed in institutions rather
than with extended family. Vinita Lewis (197-1969) complained that Chi-
nese children had rarely been “true” orphans without any kin.™ These
comments seemingly reversed May Fourth radicals” critiques of the
extended family. Before the war, orphanages like Fragrant Hills had
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rescued children from poverty, rather than abandonment, to provide them
with improved material conditions and morml habits.™ Lewis’s memo thus
prioritized demonstration centers, as auxiliary support, over orphanages as
replacements for families. These views reflect the influence of Chen
Heqin and other members of the NCWA who had supported the ROC’s
“ideclogy of the happy family.” Tian Guiluan wrote an article in the 1944
challenging public asumptions about child welfare as exclusively for
orphans. Instead, she argued, the “love of parents and the warmth of the
home™ made the family the best home for the child and therefore the most
ideal site for child welfare.” Casework could address health concerns in
voung children before they reached school age, 2 goal maintained in arti-
cle 31 of the ROCs revised Protecton of Childhood and Youths Welfare
and Rights Act (2001). Thus, social workers asserted, “Underprivileged
parents need to be paid a living wage so as to be able to provide for their
children adequately.™" Rather than skirting financial responsibility, case-
workers sought to facilitate direct relief for individual families.

Social workers instructed parents on modern childeare. In accordance
with the Social Relief Act of 1943, social workers acted as liaisons between
families and institutions like child welfare stations. For example, in addi-
tion to hosting a parents” association, the Bangiao Rural Welfare Center
in Manjing employed a “home visicor” for individual consultations with
parents. Textbooks modeled how teachers and social workers might han-
dle home visits to address behavioral problems; to gain the cooperation of
parents, social workers needed to show respect or allow parents to retain
“face” or dignity* With increased numbers of social workers as interme-
diaries, there was more potential for interference in family life, but social
workers consciously elicited cooperation® In addition to the interventions
of social workers, the CCWC coordinated other programs for parental edu-
cation. As Chen Heqin had long advocated, child savers planned to inte-
erate parental education into higher primary school® The China Aid
Courncil subsidized mothercraft programs begun in the Nanjing decade ®
The NCWA provided parental instruction in child welfare centers.” Util-
itarian demonstration centers served “children whose parents were alive
as the largest group of children needing care.”** They showed parents
how to guide the emotional, physical, and moral development of children
under the age of six. In the words of 2 USC press release in 1948, “Y WCA
Murseries, in Shanghai and Chungking [Chongging), are the first projects
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of their kind in China, and are particularly important as demonstration
centers where visitors from all parts of the country can study their meth-
ods for use elsewhere”* Norwithstanding cthe grandiose claims of inno-
vation, the notion of demonstration centers harkened back to at least the
NCWAs child welfare centers in the 1930s and can even be traced back to

the late Qing shift to experimental praxis,

The Function of Child Welfare in

Mational Reconstruction

UNR A reports give credence to the accusation that UNRRA leveraged
welfare relief as 2 measure to contain social unrest. Always the second cat-
egory on reports, welfare relief was often correlated with living expenses.
Sensitive to local reception, UNRRA offices frequently cranslated local
newspaper articles, either praising CNRRA or alleging graft, nepotism,
and embezzlement.* When the locals in Jiangsu rose up to demand
aid, UNRRA suspended distribution—pending further investigation—of
relief to all but the poor, infirm, and orphaned *® This case indicates
that UNRRA officials withheld aid to punish protestors and, in other
cases, strikers. Protected from these vicissitndes were “state dependents,”
including “unattached children,” along with the aged, disabled veterans,
displaced persons; as in Europe, children were “given first priority” among
these groups.™ The Chinese Civil War highlighted childrens presumed
political innocence in mutual bartering over resources.™

Ulrban Daycare

While also acknowledging the contributions of housewives in their larger
commitment to families, the ROC recognized the continued necessity of
daycare initiatives.™ Daycare ideally not only benefited children but also
increased women's laibor outpur.® Work programs were designed to pro-
vide relief on multiple levels. WAC paid poor women to work in “sewing
projects,” and their textiles produced winter clothing relief. Thus differ-
ent components of relief programs theoretically worked together to sus-
tain an internal system. In this ecosystem of women’s labor and relief
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production, a key problem was lack of daycare and food supplies. ™ Fenule
labor thus created high demand for nurseries with subsidized food sources,
Az a result, YWCA nurseries in Chongpging and Shanghai had “long wait-
ing lists becanse of limited funds”* Manjing’s Y WCA Preschool had a
capacity of only seventy-five, but the nursery accepted eighty-nine chil-
dren; an additional two hundred families had to be turned away in 1947,
One type of preschool, “professional women's nurseries” or “working
wommen's nurseries,” was often patronized by salaried mothers who could
pay tuition for basic literacy training, In 1947 the majority of children who
entered nurseries in Chonpgging did so for educational reasons (429 chil-
dren) or because both parents were employed (161 children), mther than
because of family illness or parental absence (13 children).™ Working wom-
en’s nurseries in MNanjing, Chongging, and Shanghai received funding
from a variety of ROC sources and charged fees only according to need.
The preschool schedule operated around the workday; parents dropped off
their children, ages two to five, at 830 in the morning and picked them
up after work at 5:001.% Some children boarded. Staff carefully monitored
dietary, sleeping, and toilet habits to prevent illness, Childreen in Manjing
were given clothes, a washbasin, and a face cloth.® Attentive staff in
Chongging monitored the “undesirable habits and personality traits™ with
“individual habit-clinic procedure™ and institured methods to correct these
tendencies. Children in MNanjing spent time on a plavground and engaged
in music, stories, drawing and painting, paper cutting, and “good habit for-
mation”™; they also had an extensive library.™ Working parents probably
saw early childhood education as a means to further their children’s edu-
cational prospects, which countered a goal, among leading educators since
the late Qing, to shield children in kindergartens from academic pressure,
Whereas professional women's nurseries sometimes grew from moth-
er’s initiatives, Y WCAs directed "YWCA nurseries” more intentionally
as charity. Chonpging’s Y WCA accepted only children whose parents made
less than 6(HL(HH) yuan, and the average family income was roughly half
that. Run by Chinese Christian women, the Y WC A’ highest salaries went
to those with the most prestigions degrees, especially sociology with a spe-
cialization in child welfare. The center also received funding from the
USC and collected fees from parents on a sliding scale of need. Nurses vis-
ited the center on Saturday afternoons to monitor the growth of the chil-
dren. The YWCA hosted 2 mother’s club monthly to provide lectures on
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childcare® In Shanghai, the Professional ¥ WC A Womens Nursery somie-
times merged with the Y WCA nursery out of financial necessity, and thus
these distinctions should not be overdrawn.

These examples nevertheless demonstrate some variation in daycare
options. In some sense, industrial welfare was at odds with relief goals
becanse working mothers earned 2 wage and could therefore pay at least
a token amount of tuition. Despite overt commitment to aid industrial
workers, that demographic was in fact relatively low among nurseries, In
1950 Commmnists pointed to the statistic that only two of three hun-
dred children had working mothers in a factory preschool in Shenyvang
and thus claimed that Nationalists “misdirected industrial welfare funds
to create 2 professional preschool™ rather than an industrial créche ™
Ironically, Shenvang was only briefly under ROC control after the war;
Communists were obviously most concerned about the misdirection of
UM funds away from Communist areas. The record here is complex given
the sliding scale of tuition and different types of preschools available for
parents. Reelatively affluent families willingly paid more in tuition, some-
times despite Protestant-oriented environments, because of a stronger
emphasis on educational instruction and greater access to Allied food relief.

Rural Reconstruction for Agricultuml Farmers

The war helped to develop childeare as part of not only industrial welfare
but also agricultuml development, especially through daveares that allowed
peasant women to work in craft societies. In contrast to misperceptions that
the GMD was unconcerned about rural mobilization, the COWC asserted
that “needs in rural areas should take precedence over needs in urban
centers,”™ Concern for agricultural reconstruction was due in part to the
pressing need for food relief as the world food shortage became increas-
ingly acute in 1946 Asa result, UNR R A allocated dairy cattle at Chris-
tian missions to provide milk to poor children.™ CNRRA ordered that
each district open at least one “milk feeding station™ and celebrated cheir
subsequent proliferation.” Milk relief was considered necessary for chil-
dren, and the price of powdered milk soared, through inflation, to 80,0{H—
10000 yuan per pound.™ In Anhui, local communities helped o establish
five hundred to a thousand dayeare centers. ™ UNR R A nutrition specialists
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advised them regarding the right amount and kinds of foods for children
of specific ages.™ Proper nutrition was necessary “if future generations are
to be assured a healthy stare. ™™ CNRR A reported stageering numbers of
children fed—for instance, fifteen thousand children across the province
of Hubel,™ UNRRA officials planned to convert milk stations into soup
kitchens during winter. These institutions were thus meant to benefit not
just children but also the general population.

The Agricultural Extension Commission became involved in child wel-
fare as one aspect of rural reconstruction. The commission, as well as
CMERA and Farmer's Assistance, provided substantial funding for the
Fujia Child Welfare Center in the greater Nanjing area.”" Some 95 percent
of the 170 children came from farming families. Children, ages two to eigh-
teen, were divided into classes based on age. Very small children enjoved
singing and storvtelling and graduated to more advanced classes in mass
education, handicrafis, and nurrition. Teachers, who were college gradu-
ates, focused on instilling hygienic habits. Children assisted at the center’s
milk station. The center complained about the need to convince farmers
of the necessity for dayeare and schooling and sometimes discharged chil-
dren when parents were uncooperative. Children lived at the center, and
parents were expected to attend their performances on Children’s Day,
hlothers’ Day, and Fathers” Day. The center also organized pregnant women
and mothers to participate in community projects, focused onsewing, gar-
dening, singing, and making toys. Thus this center provided welfare and
instruction to entire families rather chan just children and channeled agri-
cultural knowledge into the countryside.

The state integrated institutional childcare into much larger develop-
mental programs in both urban and agriculoural areas. In general, there
was more evidence of resistance among the rural population than among
urban residents to daycare. The government also faced a choice between
serving the desttute and facilicating the most productive workers o con-
tribute to the economy. Some relief projects were large and unwieldy, and
others were small and experimental. But whether providing an extra cow
o 2 mission to increase milk rations or looms for 2 sewing project, devel-
opmental aid was meant to be circulitory and therefore somewhat self-
sustaining. Children were considered especially worthy of protection
and help; nevertheless, child welfare was but one part of 2 much larger
system of economic reconstruction.

CONTESTED SERVICE [141]
Brought to you by | The Mational Library of the Philippines
Authenticated
Download Date | 1011319 10:46 PM



Training Child Experts

Professionalizing Social Welfare and Expanding

Ciovernment Tnstitutions

UNERA introduced professional specialists to the social work field in
China. In 1945 the number of all foreign personnel, including medical
experts, was reduced, and CNR A established night schools to trin locals
to fill those positions. In the words of the director of the China Office of
UNRERA, “We agree with Dr. Tsiang [Jiang Tingfu, 18951965, 2 Colum-
bia University Ph.D. who then headed CNRRELA] that this emphasis on
field and supplementary training may turn out to be the best approach to
this problem, but the answer has not been found without tears.”™™ Com-
mitment to indigenization norwithstanding, UNRR A officials expresed
tearful reluctance to be displaced by Chinese workers trained only in short-
term field courses. These attitudes drove UNRRA to invest in guiding
the training of Chinese experts.

The very presence of UNR R A pushed the ROC to expand its bureau-
cracies. Each province would ideally employ a regional welfare officer,
under whom experts monitored specialized areas like child welfare, work
relief, and relocation of displaced persons. UNR R A cooperated with anal-
ogous personnel in CNRRA and local Bureaus of Social Affairs to coor-
dinate policies and decide appropriations. CMR R A assumed responsibilicy
not only for distribution but also for the collection, transltion (into Eng-
lish), and publication of information. Nevertheless, regional welfare offi-
cers, such as Lonise Mumm of Guangdong, reported delays in receiving
bulletins.™ Welfare varied across regions, from UNRRA officials in Tai-
wan who routinely truncated their comments on the “welfare” section of
their weekly reports, to those in Guangxi who reported chat “the best uri-
lization of skills was in the welfare field.”™ {Here, as elsewhere, the enipha-
sis was on utilitarian appropriation of skilled expertise.) Even where locals
expressed dissatisfaction with the general distribution of relief, the Tiensin
Reputdican Daily News nevertheless reported, “Real gains have been made
in child welfare”™ Certain regions particularly suffered from lack of
human resources because skilled workers had fled Japanese-occupied
areas during the war.™
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As a response to the unevenness of personnel, the China Child Welfare
Committee called for the circulation and mobility of child experts. One
Guangdong UNRRA officer imagined that “the child welfaire specialist
might be loaned to help in developing an expansion of much needed
orphanages or to help screen out of orphanages children who need to
be in special institutions or with their parents who might receive another
type of relief.”™7 UNRRA recommended that “roving teams” reach into
the countryside, as in wartime, to educate mothers on ways to combat
infint mortalicy.™ UNRRA officials also proposed the creation of “field
welfare specialists™ to train social workers, identify needs, and relay on-
the-ground information directly to UNRRA (rather than relyving solely
on CNREA reports). When drafting proposals for field welfare special-
ists, Guangdong officials consulted Hunan. As in Hunan, they assigned at
least five members to each “work team™ at the county level. They some-
times employed philanthropists “already there,” such a5 longtime NCWA
member Reverend George Fryer and a Catholic priest. UNRRA noted
that social workers needed to operate as generalists, rather than “concen-
trate on one aspect of service only, such as child welfire or dependent
groups.”™ In Anhui, for example, a field administration officer assumed
responsibility “in the absence of the child welfare specialist.”™ In Hebei,
an officer expresed “hope that some improvement in the CNRR A Wel-
fare Division may eventuate™ with the arrival of 2 dedicated UNRRA
welfare officer in 19467 Thus UNRRA accommodated local demand
for generalists but often expresed preference for specialists trained out-
side of China.

Training and technical expertise had emerged as a state-driven concern
for the wardme Guomindang state, in keeping with Allied trends.™
UNRRA had foreseen social workers as necessary for distributing relief
to 29,400,000 children under the age of fourteen and 4,700,001} older peo-
ple abowve the age of sixty, as well as large numbers of disabled war verer-
ans. During the war, the China Aid Council's Child Care and Development
Committee had also noted the need for further training nursery staff.™
Given the history of Chinese anxieties over mission orphanapes, UNRRA
officers were especially attentive to guality of care as demonstrated through
medical knowledge. For example, when Jiangxi UNRRA officials discov-
ered “low quality of care™ at the Jinjiang Catholic Hospital, they delayed
providing a subsidy “until a medical officer is present.”™ This examiple
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illustrates how similarly UNRRA functioned to the NCWA of the
1930s: UNRRA, like the NCWA, both allocated foreign funding to local
charities and monitored potential neglect. As with social unrest, UNRERA
leveraged funds as a form of soft power to encourage adherence to interna-
tional standards.

When the USC inidally appointed members of the China Child Wel-
fare Committee, it selected among a small circle of long-standing Chinese
members of the child advocacy community.™ It claimed only twenty “truly
gualified™ child welfare experts in all of China at the end of the war.™
Because the USC emiphasized that selection would thereafter be handed
to Chinese, it continued to champion indigenization. To expand the pool
of trained leaders, training was first among the priorities of the Child Wel-
fare Conference in 19465 That vear the Shanghai Office of the Bureaun of
Relief and Welfare trained, in conjunction with the Office of Technical
Personnel, 150 people specifically “as welfare workers, dietitians, and camp
and shelter technicians, child specialists, mass feeding specialists and teach-
ers.”™ These functions indicate a holistic approach to the “whole child™ and
the need for 2 range of skilled experts. Postwar reconstruction solidified
social welfare, which induded child welfare and advocacy, as a public pro-
fession rather than private charity.

The China Aid Council funded programs in the “child welfare field”
at Chinese universitiss—nearly all of which were mission colleges ™ In the
case of the former mission college Lingnan University in Canton, the pres-
ident of the university concurrently directed the child welfare center.
D, Li Yinglin (b. 1892) had studied social work and education at Oberlin
College (1916-1920)) and had served as secretary of the Shanghai Munici-
pal Council’s Committee on Social Welfare Work and as director of
CMRRA™ He directed a nurse, laboratory assistant, and nursery school
teacher who ran the center and provided free services at the health clinic
and parents’ club. The university covered the welfare home's expenses,
and CNRRA provided food. Parents, who paid tuition, included teach-
ers and office clerks, in addition to factory foremen, janitors, farmworkers,
and domestic servants. Two faculty members at Lingnan Universitys Child
Welfare Center offered coursesin child psychology and nursery school edu-
cation and thus trained its student workers in the field.

University grants were considered an investment in children, 2s one report
noted: “On a long range level, USC is working for China’s children by

supporting child welfare training programs in colleges and universities
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throughout China.™ Five colleges opened child welfare institutes that were
“entirely self-supporting”™ with external funding.™ Scholarships also encour-
aged young female college students to enter the field of child welfare and
eatly childhood education, relatively nnpopular majors™ By 1947, 160 col-
lege students, 2 nurses, and 4 assistants had entered child welfare training
centers.”™ According o Guan Ruiwu (1907-1986), a professor of sociology
at Yenching University who had long worked with Chen Hegin and
attended meetings at the League of MNations, these centers should foster
interdisciplinary research through a range of courses, from sociology
domestic science, education, and biology. The professionalization of social
welfare and case work is attested to by the direction of Ginling Women’s
Colleges Sociology Department over its experimental child welfare
center.™

Although Communists later complained that ROC schools were
unstructured and lacked discipline, nearly all institutions planned an itin-
erary of activities—and even scheduled specific times to accompany chil-
dren to the toilet. At Ginling, staff inspected children’s health during
morning pliytime. Children were responsible for putting away their own
tovs and cots, but they did enjoy free indoor play, paper cutting, and draw-
ing. Lunch and milk were provided. Children were tanght singing, simple
handiwork, and good habits. Like primers since the trn of the century,
weekly themes self-reflexively described “our center” and “our friends.™
Many curricular themes echoed those outlined by Chen Heqgin for the
Drum Tower Kindergarten in the 19205 and indicate the persistence of
a basic nursery school curriculum centered on nature and citizenship
training,

In addition to university training centers, short-term programs also cer-
tified social workers.™ Among the most prominent child experts, Chen
Hegin directed an early childhood normal school in Shanghai, which
received government funds for courses with hundreds of students.”™ Chen's
school, originally specifically for women interested in early childhood edu-
cation, was less prestigious than a university but still afforded placement
opportunities. For example, whereas the director of the Professional Woni-
en’s Day MNursery in Chongging had graduated from Ginling College, the
head teacher had attended a three-year course in preschool education at a
normal school. In Chongging, the headmistress of the working women's
nusery graduated from Zhonghua University, and four kindergarten teach-
ers had degrees from the Chengdu Kindergarten Normal School. In
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Manjing, the child welfare center employved women who had graduated
from nearby Ginling as its head caseworker and two nursery school teach-
ers. Likewise, at the Quaker Friend’s Reeceiving Home in Shanghai, teach-
ers even held degrees from far-away Yenching in Beijing. Work-study helped
to ease college students into full-time jobs as teachers and administrators,

Children’s centers also functioned as a form of work relief for students
and employees. CNRRA paid local workers, including girls who served
“on sewing and feeding projects and as nurses” aides, kindergarten and nurs-
ery assistants, playground leaders, welfare assistants, clerical workers, tele-
phone operators, et cetera, according to their vocational interests and
potential skills.”™ Such staff were necessary for the daily operations of child
welfare centers but also formed one arm of the Welfare Division’s work
reliefprogram. CNR R A noted when nursery staff qualified for CNR R A-
funded “work-relief status.” College women, who worked part-time in
child welfare demonstration centers, also received salaries based partially on
need.” Regional Student Relief Comumittees provided welfare," but stu-
dents were assigned to work opportunities by the Employment Depart-
ment, coordinated by the local Nationalist Parcy Office and the Three
People’s Party’s Youth Corps.™ In Canton, the YMCA and YWCA
sponsored a Student Relief Committee and paid students small stipends, for
example, to provide vaccinations.™* Such measures may have been a way
to nentralize student protest against the ongoing Civil War and the intru-
sive presence of US. roops.""

Child welfare centers and demonstration centers facilitated in-field trmin-
ing. For example, the Professional Women's Day Nursery in Nanjing had
its own training program and hired six of its own graduates, at a reduced
salary, as governesses. The training program probably also reduced fees,
contingent on the future labor of the staff. Even the housekeeper at the
Quaker Friend’s Receiving Home graduated from a training class affili-
ated with a missionary girls’ school. At the Friend’s Home, teachers and
staff discussed compassionate ways to address behavioral problems, such as
nighttime bathroom trips to help prevent bed-wetting. Ina bid to demon-
strate innovation for grant funders, scaft thus described wiloring solutions
to children’s individual needs. Although women had trained as caregivers
since the late Qing, they had at that time more often become private gov-
ernesses for individual families. UNRRA funding dramatically expanded
career opportunities for young women interested in early childhood

education.
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Local Innovation in a Transnational Scentific Field

Work-study helped to fulfill expectations for innovation in the field. In
grant applications, centers described developing special techniques or inno-
vative curricula with “demonstrative value.,” And, as in the past, these
institutions provided venues for researching the intellectual and physical
strength of children "™ UNRRA field program director Dwight Edwards
experimented with allocating small grants to university centers to “initi-
ate certain aspects of modern child care.” Smdents could expand or improve
existing programs to simulate local interest. For example, Edwards sug-
gested funding bicycles to facilitate the students” transportation into sur-

s

rounding neighborhoods."® (This example echoed the wartime initiatives
that sent nurses into rural areas to conduct child welfare work and mir-
rored UNRRA proposals calling for greater circulation of welfare
experts,) Edwards thus hoped for “much good done with small amounts of
money.”

Innovation was also meant to allow for indigenization, rather than mini-
icry of American models. Child expert Nora Hsiung Chu wrote that edu-
cational institutions must adapt to “fit China’s practical needs”"* Democratic
education had indigenous roots in the ancient teachings of Confucian sages,
who had advocated “instruction without discrimination.”™” Thus Chu
advanced a form of meritocracy in keeping with the Confucian tradi-
tion. She also asserted that American debates over a “child-centered edu-
cation” versus a standardized curriculum were irrelevant in China "™
Instead, education should allow children to “adjust to large social changes™—
from tutelage to self-government, and from clan-structured relationships to
professional networks."” Her periodization followed Sun Yat-sen’s projec-
tions for China’s political medernization. The China Aid Council agreed
that it would be inadvisable to “endow the Chinese student with rigid ideas
based on American practice which are inapplicable to conditions in the
child health and child welfare fields of China, "™

At the same time, the COWC helped bring transnational experts, like
the director of the Merrill Palmer School, to China to expand resources
for the university training centers.'! The committee sought specialists with
“prestige and outstanding leadership, able to give “direction” based on a
broad experience to improve the child welfare program,” for shorc-term
stays and also welcomed “an experienced paragon trained in child welfare™

who could offer long-term direction over projects while in residence in
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China for a few vears.!” The COWC saw the need for a “child guidance
specialist” to train child experts.! ™ In 1946—1947 the Fulbright Foundation
brought professors from Columbia Teachers College to teach in the child
welfare training programs at Ginling, Lingnan, and Yenching'* Their
prominence also increased the social standing of Chinese experts. As
the NCWA had, WAC hosted a weekly radio broadcast on the Central
Chinese Radio to showcase the work of child experts like Chen Hegin and
MNora Hsiung Chu"™ By innovating new models, they countered impres-
sions of Anglo-American dominance.

Some Americans celebrated a new era of global equality and nondis-
criminatory advancement. When possible, the U5, press showcased Black
and Latina medical experts, often with a specialization in childhood, in
UNERAM In these examples, gender implicitly additionally qualified
women to serve voung children, and their ethnicity also portrayed
UMNRREA and its affiliates as a field of equal opportunity.'” For example,
in 1945 UNRRA hired child welfare specialist Vinita Lewis, a graduate
of the Chicago School of Social Services and Columbia University School
of Social Work "™ Lewis, an African American, had worked for the US.
Children’s Bureau from 1936 to 1945 as a specialist on “the Megro child”
and “interracial conflict.™ Her selection suggests that UNRRA, like
Chen Heqin, perceived racial tensions within the United States as a micro-
cosm for global inequalities. As had the social worker who had offered
advice for Shanghai’s child labor problem in 1925 on the basis of her work
serving “a large Mexican and negro population, in addition to many other
foreigners,” this analogy potentially reduced the citizenship of African
American children as cultural outsiders'™ or, as Communists later alleged,
subordinated China as an informal colony of the United Stares. Meverthe-
less, Lewis also worked in postwar Germany, suggesting that the United
Mations envisioned child welfare as genuine transnational expertise.™ In
sum, child welfare experts like Chen and Lewis embraced a new era of
global parity that intentionally rejected white hegemony but could easily
be reduced to older frameworks because they so often had to rely on pre-
exiting connections and discourses,

Scholardy exchanges often reinforced existing Sino-American networks.
Child welfare specialists were encouraged to establish schools for social wel-
fare often along the lines of U.S. models. For example, Tian Guiluan
(Manjing WAC member and former director of research and training at
NARC) described the University of Chicago’s School of Social Service
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Administration as a model for elevating child welfare training centers to a
similar position of national importance in China. These scholarships
strengthened existing ties within the child advocacy communicy in China
and its connections to the United States, especially via Vassar College and
the New York School of Social Work."™ New York networks were further
reinforced by the prominence of graduates of Columbia Teacher’s College,
such as Tao Xingzhi and Chen Heqin, on the CCOWC.™ Thus, like the
MNCWA, transmational organizations continued to popularize American lib-
eral education influenced by John Dewey, ™

Postgraduate study could elevate social workers to the status of child
experts. For example, the director of the Shanghai YWCA Working
hother’s Mursery received a scholarship to study in the Uniced Stares. ™
As early as 1944, CNRRA director Jiang Tingfu had planned to send 150
Chinese students to the United States for training, and thirty of those would
be welfare workers, of whom at least ten would be women " The COWC
selected candidates for scholarships to study “social asistance, child care,
infant hygiene,” among other areas, in the United States."™ Seven fenale
students in 1946—1947 and four female students in 19471948 studied child-
care and development there for one vear.™ All candidates were required
to have proven their commitment with at least five years of work experi-
ence, and many had worked for WAC, YWCA, or CNRAA, The selec-
tion process thus heavily favored MNationalist women with wartime service
records.”™ The committee sometimes rejected applicants because they were
disinclined to remove the best workers from the field " Professional cer-
tification was often more attractive to students than practical experience,
and many requested extensions in order to obtain a master’s degree in the
United States,” The committee “rook a very serious attitude”™ regarding che
students’ failure to “keep their promises to return to China after one vear’s
study.” At the same time, the CCWC monitored the job placements of
eraduates from the Child Welfare Training Program and was invested in
their long-term career trajectories.* Thus the COWC vacillated between
the twin goals of training professionals and providing service.

Kate Merkel-Hess writes, “Instead of mas mobilizadon, reformers
invested energy in training a cadre of young people (mainly men, butalso
women in fields like education and nursing).™™* This formulation echoes
the conclusions drawn by frustcrated American UNRR A workers like
Irving Barnett.™ The ROC certainly attempted to build a national infra-

structure of intermediary social workers rather than directly mobilize the
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masses. However, for both UNRRA and CNRRA, training and distri-
bution were essentially a positive-sum game because the ultimate goal of
professional training was to provide becter service in the field. The CCWC
planned for “in service training” to “improve the quality of child welfare
work™ in existing agencies. In the words of the committee, “Educational
institutions undertaking child welfare trmining should assist service apen-
cies to improve the quality of work so as to provide adequate laboratory
for students in training.”" Training, however, required time, and the ROC
was running short of it. Problems with distribution ultimately compro-
mised the attempts to integrate welfare relief into larger national con-
struction projects in industry and agriculture and thereby undermined the
GMIDYs political legitimacy.

The American Problem
A Western Underaurrent: The Expediency of Mission Ties

One major problem was perceived collusion with misionaries. In 1944 rep-
resentatives from the Mational Christian Council of China attempted to
persuade the British ambassador that mision colleges would be the most
receptive to foreign experts sent by UNRRA Y Here, the NCC elided
any distinction between modernization and Westernization. Such lobby-
ing reinforced preexisting ties to Christian organizations. Many partici-
pants in the Child Welfare Conference in Shanghai in 1946, and most of
the CCWC, were affiliated with mission colleges and relied heavily on
Christian necworks, USC Advisory Committees worked through existing
childcare institutions, many of which had misionary ties!*

Mission colleges often had existing infrastructure to support child wel-
fare programs, Of the thirteen Protestant Christian colleges and two Cath-
olic colleges partially funded by the USC, seven offered programs in child
welfare training; they drew from existing departments of social work, psy-
chology, medicine, and domestic science. UNRRA economic analysist
Frank Williston predicted child welfare centers would provide a means
of “carrying on the present program well bevond the span of UNRRA
existence.”™ Yenching University’s Child Welfare Training Program
apprenticed students in a nursery and health clinic, including the Chris-
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tian orphanage Yu Ying Tang in Beijing.
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Many of those who served at these Child Welfare Training Programs
were Christians with extensive contacts in both the mission field and in
Mationalist politics. One example is the director of the Child Welfare Lead-
ership Training Program, Huang Cuifeng After gradvating from the
True Light Middle School in Canton, the Presbyterian Huang studied at
Lingnan University and the University of Michigan, where she received a
master’s degree in sociology. During the war she served as chief of the
WAC's training department, as well as secretary-general of the Mational
Chinese Women's Association for War Reelief™ Child experts thus emerged
from wartinie women's service and from a milien of middle-class, U.S.-
trained, and often Christian women. As a historian of the YWCA observed
in 1947, “The great contribution of the China Association at this point was
the trained leadership it supplied.™

Mevertheless, mission colleges cooperated with prominent programs,
regardless of religious orientation. Longtime partner of the MOWA,
Fragrant Hills also cooperated with Yenching Universitys Child Welfare
Center. Originally founded by Premier Xiong Xiling, Fragrant Hills had
important political connections to Dr. Zhu Jingnong (1887-1951), vice
Minister of Education and former president of the Christian Cheeloo Uni-
versity. A large organization, the home emploved twenty-six staff, includ-
ing a2 physician, 2 social worker, and nursery workers who had all graduated
from Fragrant Hillss own training classes.

The CCWC also deliberately sought Catholic representatives in recog-
niton of their contributions child welfare.™ By supporting Catholic
orphanages and centers connected to the French Aurora College in Shang-
hai, the USC substantially increased the number of children it supported,
from only 7,035 to 33,218 children altogether™* CNREA also donated
food to Catholic and Buddhist children’s homes in Henan" In Guang-
dong, UNRRA officials planned to subsidize a2 Buddhist voluntary asso-
ciation’s projected orphanage and four day-care centers in Canton.' The
association withdrew its application after failing to meet the necessary
requirements.”” Given the difficulty that Americans had in communicat-
ing even with the NCWA, there may have been even greater linguistic
and cultural obstacles to cooperating with Buddhists. Information about
Buddhist and Catholic services was generally collected and collated sepa-
rately from Protestant groups, which had closer tes o UNRRA ™

Many American experts harbored an unconscious Protestant bias. For
example, UNRRA child expert Vinita Lewis considered the NCWA a
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modern, secular alternative to traditional orphanages sponsored primarily
by Buddhists and Catholics.™ This characterization is especially striking
in the context of the NOCWAs origins as a Protestant charity to improve
the quality of misionary care. Her comment suggests that the NCWA had
become so subordinated that it lost Christian distinctiveness. In the post-
war period the NCWA seemed even more aligned with modern progress
than with religions evangelism.™ As had happened in the West, the nor-
malization of Protestant charity led to a secularized loss of religious dis-
tinctiveness in welfare bureaucracies.

At the samie time, economic contingencies pushed the government to
rely on charities. UNRRA leaned on voluntary relief organizations with
foreign economic funding, like the China Relief Mission, to fulfill human-
itarian needs!® UNRRA workers sent destitute children to orphanages
run by the China Children’s Fund, a Christian charity."™ Former Peking
YMCA secretary and then current USC director Dwight Edwards explic-
itly referenced biblical allusions in his appeal for donations."™ Jun Ning sit-
uates Edwards among a group of YMCA men at Yenching University
who embodied a “cultural synthesis” berween Chinese traditions and
Christian religion. Edwards may have posited a distinction between Chris-
tian fundraising and nonbiased implementation (as per the NCWA in the
1930s). Mevertheless, Communists could easily construe such biblical ref
erences as outright evangelism.

Dyistribution Problems

Across the postwar world, UNRRA encountered problems with locals
needing to sell supplies on the black market to cover distribution costs.'™
During the war, American advisors had correctly predicted that China
would encounter difficulties wich distribution due to lack of infrastruc-
ture. "™ They later observed that the cost of implementation, or the unload-
ing and registration of materials, amounted to 35 or 40 percent of the value
of delivered materials ™ As a result, materials often remained in ROC-
controlled port cities. Thus Nationalists had difficuley equitably distribut-
ing humanitarian relief, not only because they preferred to invest in trains
but also because they lacked enough trains to transport goods inland.

In the context of the long-term indigenization of welfare in China,
UNRRA often left enforcement to “the local level.

25T

Acquiescence to
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local leadership contributed to the “de facto recognition and legalization
of the Nationalists blockade™ against the Communists.™ In a bid to gain
directaccess, CLAR A representatives Zhou Enlai and Dong Biwu (1886
1975) reported systematic “delays, stalling, and obstruction.”™ CLARA
alleged “flagrant discrimination by CNRRA™ In 1946 Zhou Enlai com-
plained that UNREA wielded supplies as a “political weapon.™™ These
conflicts contributed to the breakdown of peace negotiations in 1946. The
ROC blockade became a fixture in Communist propaganda about GMD
corruption and American collusion. The unequal distribution of marerial
aid would support accusations, in the 195{s, that Americans had extended
economic aid in exchange for ROC acquiescence to American capitalists,
George Wei shows that US. businesses did leverage 1.5, aid to push cheir
economic agenda onto China but met with resistance by suspicious ROC
officials."™

CLARA found in the China Aid Council a receptive audience for its
complaints. Head of the China Aid Council Mildred Price {b. 1899)
remained in communication with Communist base areas and mediated on
their behalf. For example, Price monitored medical supplies pledged to
CLAR A She also visited General Nie Rongzhen (1899-1992), the mili-
tary head of the Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei Border Region, in what he consid-
ered to be an “expression of friendship™ between their countries. She edited
his official statement, from “Reactionaries are trying to provoke ill feding
between the Communists and the American people” to “Some are trying to
provoke ill feeling between us and the American people.”™ By changing the
pronouns, Price deliberately downplaved Communist ideology in an attempt
to improve diplomatic relations. Likewise, the China Defense League
emphasized serving the Chinese people “in all sections of our land™ and
“without discrimination.” In the context of fraught accusations, such
terms were code words for service to Communist-liberated areas.

Price and others allocated welfare to the Northwest. In 1947 the CCWC
issued 299,700,000 CNC to support the maintenance of ten nurseries in
Yan'an, including the Los Angeles Preschool. At that time, the number of
children had increased to 2,584} children with 656 staff across ten unics."™
The organization outfitted the children with summer and winter clothing
as well as with funds "needed to maintain the educational and play facili-
ties of the ten units.” The committee sent books on infant care and chil-
drearing to these areas, contributing to the scientific training of childcare

workers.,"” Female cadres Shen Yuanhui and Chou Zigang oversaw the
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nurseries, which gave preference to children of cadres or soldiers, 5014 of
whom were dependent on the instition."™

CLARA sought scholarships for women."” The CCWC selected two
women, probably Shen and Chou, for a scholarship to the United States—
indicating that, from the U.S, perspective, the real issue was one of recog-
nizable experience rather than political background. The ROC delayed
isuing their pasports.™ US. officials detained the entire group in Shang-
hai, but ROC officials urged the U5, major general to allow those with
ROC clearance to depart. When CLAR A representatives complained, che
major general responded that the United States would not have knowingly
funded a discriminatory program.”™ Such statements deflected American
responsibility over distribution while implicitly threatening to pull scarce
resources from China. The major generals comment coincided with
UNRRA director Fiorello LaGuardia’s threat to withdraw funding from
China in 1946, Such actions indicated growing American frustration with
the ROC for its inability to resolve the Civil War {as well as a growing
reluctance, especially among American fiscal conservatives, to contribute
to international programs). "™

When the GMD blockade forced the evacuation of children from Yanan
in 1946, leaders articulated a specifically Chinese Communist equivalent
of childhood sentimentality. Reeports emphasized the suffering chat innocent
(ngn) children faced as a result of Chiang’s attacks.™ Somewhat different
from Mationalists’ discourse on the childhood purity {tanzhen), Commu-
nists emiphasized that children had committed no wrongdoing to merit per-
secution. The evacuation of Yanan recalled the Long March. In both
instances, Communists expressed moral indignation because of their blame-
less polivical identity. By contrast, Nationalists focused on 2 “namralness™ of
the family as 2 Chinese cultural legacy and as bourgeois sentimental insti-
tution. This difference indicates competing visions of modern childhood.

The USC continued to support the North China Children’s Program
even after its evacuation from Yan'an. In late 1947 Madame Sun Yat-sen
requested 157,400 USD (28,552, 801,000 CN) for medicine and child wel-
fare."™ The USC exceeded that request. The organization requested for
1948 funding for fourteen nurseries that had been evacuated “becanse of
Mationalist bombings.™™ Americans also funded medical aid.™ The UN
International Childrens Emergency Fund sent a team of foreign doctors
to improve maternal and child healtheare in Communist-controlled areas

in 1948, ROC representatives vigorously opposed this mission and
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considered it a loss in a larger diplomatic war with the Communists.'™ By
pointing to the CCP's commandeering of supplies for military purposes,
the ROC implicitly argued that humanitarian aid had become instrumen-
talized as a tool for war.

Economic Crises

To reinforce the legitimacy of China's position among global leaders at the
end of the war, the ROC promoted, according to Fana Mitter, “transna-
tional welfarism™ across borders.™ Already in 1943, perhaps because of the
reographical proximicy of the wartime capital, Chinese women in Xi'an
had raised over WLIN0 Chinese dollars for famine reliefin India."™ During
the war Madame Chiang had emphasized that child welfare was crucial
“not only for Chinas future but for the future of democracy all over the
world "™ Her rhetoric mirrored that of US. funders like the Roosevelts,
who had championed international aid in support for global democracy.
After the war the RLOC increased aid to democratic allies while blockading
Communist rivals.

In general the postwar era witnessed a trn away from the wartime
democratization of fundraising, During the war charities had invented new
fundraising techniques to gain popular support. Kong Xiangxiargued that,
even though the war was over, the experience had proven that children
were "1 source of natonal srrength and the life veins of the folk,” and his
words prefaced booklets of fundraising receipts; with the encouragement
of Kong, the Ministry of Finance donated 240,0MH} vuan to the NCWA ™
But postwar deprivation rendered it difficult to collect funds from ordi-
nary citizens, and it was easy to revert to old networks and fundraising
techniques. For example, at the 1946 conference, Shanghai Mayvor Wa
Tiecheng, 2 longtime member of the MCWA, catered afternoon tea. Such
etiquette anticipated the reinstatement of prewar social clubs and elite
activism. The Shanghai Children’s Theater performed for fundraising
drives, and children continued to play a role in international diplomacy. As
late as 1949 Chen Heqin joined members of the NCWA, including the
notorious gangster Du Yuesheng (1888-1951), in welcoming U.5. child
experts to fancy dinners in Shanghai."™ This return to elite fundraising may
have been a missed opportunity for building solidarity on a more popular
level.
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Economic contingencies pushed aid toward traditional missions and, by
extension, international Christian charity. With inflation increasing by 104
to 150 percent, the CCWC requested allocations be doubled for high-
priority projects in 19465 The USC suspended its fundraising in child
welfare for 1947." During the UNR R A’ withdrawal from China in 1947,
the MNew York Committee suggested that “the financial prospect is not
hopeful for the rest of the vear"™* As Mildred Price wrote privately to Norm
Hsiung Chu, “If USC fails, China Aid Council will try to raise funds on
its own,” but she cautioned that U.S, wealth had depreciated in the post-
war period, and along with it, philanthropy. Price concluded, “We can’t
begin to mise as much as USC raised, especially when the War Fund was
in existence, but we might raise some as Chinese children pull at the heart
strings.”"™ Price correctly predicted that private funding would allow Chi-
nese children’s charities to weather the funding crisis of 1947, When fund-
ing dramatically declined in 1947, the United Mations Appeal for Children
(UNAC) closed the gap. Motwithstanding UNAC and the International
Children’s Emergency Fund, because children more easily elicited private
donations, public programs often deprioritized funding for child welfare.

Withdrawing from China in 1947, UNRR A officials blamed CNR R A
for difficulties in the transition. CNRRA reported seventy-two daycare
centers in the Hebei-Jehol region, serving roughly 18 000 children and
1,3} pregnant and nursing mothers, and twenty-seven centers in Zheji-
ang serving 2,800 children; by January 1947 UNRRA/CNRRA had
withdrawn funding, but local agencies had not asumed responsibilicy.™
In Guangdong, for example, UNRRA officers reported, “Nothing hap-
pened |to relocate dependent populations] and when the shelters closed
these approximately one hundred aged and crippled and one hundred chil-
dren were dumped on the street.”™® They blamed CNE.RA for withhold-
ing assistance. UNRRA officers also complained that CNRRA estimates
were groundless and further alleged that CHNER A had simply fabricared
its numbers of milk stations and other child welfare programs ™ By 19485,
when American funds were truly expiring, Chinese journalists critically
reappropriated photographs depicting milk distribution at child welfare sca-
tions to argue that the rations were insufficient."™ Thus the very photo-
graphs that once proved reliefaid were later used as evidence of neglect.

In the context of funding withdrawal, the ROC struggled to maintain
its overextended commitments to nation-building projects like Manjing’s
Bangiao Rural Welfare Center, with a budget of 70 million CN, funded
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by the ROC, during the UNRREA withdrawal of 1947, Madame Chiang
toured child welfare stations and hosted an international children’s meet-
ing in Manjing in February 1948 As the president of the UMNAC in
China, she urged Chinese elites to repay Allied wartime aid by donating
to European children. Acknowledging China’s own struggle with post-
war reconstruction, she argued that the sacrifice would be that much
dearer. The China Child Welfare News published photographs of starving
mothers and children in India and Eastern Europe to rally support for

192

children around the world.™ These images expliined the reduction of
UM aid and an increased burden for China. “MNew transnationalism™ {or
equal partnership in a new structure of international power) overbur-
dened the ROC and diverted humanitarian efforts abroad duringa period

of internal division.

Conclusion

George Wel convincingly arpues that UNRRA and CNRRA clashed in
part because the ROC prioritized state building over humanitarianism, and
that agenda certainly contributed to a loss of confidence in the commit-
ment of the ROC to its citizens."™ Rather than positing humanitarianism
and state building as a zero-sum game, however, the ROC leveraged
humanitarian relief to launch larger modernizing programs. Humanitari-
anism was an explicit goal in many public projects, from stmulating tex-
tile production and clothing relief to building the trains to transport
supplies. Demonstration centers would both provide services and train per-
sonnel. Milk stations could become soup kitchens, and preschools facili-
tated women's work relief. These centers were also a form of job training
and welfare relief for students. The ROC had integrated welfare into larger
agricultural and industrial projects—whar Communises later decried as
“multifunctionality” {anneng). In the end, the ROC was so overburdened
by these large projects that it neglected basic services when funding
evaporated.

These projects failed to receive American approbation because, without
sufficient capital, they remained ineffective. Furthermore, as Wel observes,
ULS. standards of economic liberalism conflicted with Chinese designs for a
planned economy (which included state welfare through the mediation of
social workers)."™ The ROC and the United States even clashed on the issue
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of political democracy, as Chen Jian notes, since Americans sought a place
for Communists in postwar Chinese democracy.™ In contrast, supporting
another notion of democracy, Mationalists prioritized humanitarian aid o
democratic allies abroad rather than to Communists at home. The uneven
distribution of UNRR A aid would overshadow other examples of Ameri-
can service to Communist bases and colored Comnmnist perceptions of
ROC social welfare as evangelical, self-interested, and exploitative.

When its state-building programs faltered in the wake of dwindling
resources, the ROC lost even cthe appearance of providing humanitarian
relief. Demonstration centers may have done more to hurt than to help
CMNRR A’ reputation. Given widespread homelessness and starvation, the
agenda to professionalize childrearing seemed “absolutely ridiculous™ to
some commentators, who asociated kindergartens with extravagance
rather than basic necessities."”" Despite the perception that UNRRA had
failed to “feed the children,” a major goal of the CCWC was o distribute
milk and vitamin pills.” Huge equipment and idealized models, in the
context of dire circumstances, only highlighted the bourgeois origins of
kindergartens and preschools. Commentators objected to hauling X-ray
machines “far into the hinterland.™* The critiques of the ROC superfi-
cially aligned with Communist complints about distribution, but these
specific examples ran counter to the CCPs demands for aid. Those mea-
sures were among the few gestures undertaken for equitable distribution
to the Communist-controlled countryside. X-ray machines, while appear-
ing frivolous to bystanders, were actually important instcruments for the
early detection of tuberculosis." Ironically, Comnmnists lobbied for this
equipment as much as Mationalists; however, with less heavy equipment,
the Comnunists had an advantage of greater mobilicy in the Civil War,

Charities like the NCWA had reinforced the idea that economic pros-
perity and modern childhood should be achieved in tandem. All over the
world, as Tara Zahra notes, the war sparked interest in healing emotional
scars and rebuilding the family. ™ Given ambitions for Chinese rehabilita-
tion and the restoration of the Chinese family, child welfare became pri-
marily focused on individual interventions and demonstrating models. In
the waning vears of the Civil War, these demonstration centers received
scant LIS, funding and declined in quality. In a period of rampant infla-
tion, joblessness, and poverty, the “ideology of the happy family™ and ics
aspirations for upward mobility, sentimental childhood, economic stabil-

ity, and modern hygiene seemed particularly misguided. As the Civil War
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continied, the ROC lost support even among its beneficiaries. For exam-
ple, Chen Hegin had received subsidies for the Children’s Normal College
and applied for research funding from che government. ™ Yet by 1948 ROC
officials regarded Chen's school as a hotbed of antigovernment leftism and
noted that his secretary had joined the underground Communist move-
ment.*" Nationalists lost the political legitimacy that would have acconi-
panied continued state-led welfare relief.

In the context of UNRRAS and CNRAAS ideological divisions and
economic difficulties, it is easy to see how Communists in the postwar
period formed a critique of LS. and ROC aid. Relving on existing char-
ity programs to supplement economic aid for child welfare, UNRRA
tended to fivor Christian institutions, which underscored Communist
accusations of evangelismi. Because UNRRA helped to introduce voca-
tional training, Communists claimed that ULS. programs subordinated the
Chinese economy to an auxiliary positon in the context of late modern
capitalism. And because funding was concentrated in demonstration cen-
ters, Communists pointed to limited distribution. Most important, despite
UNREA promises for equitable distribution of international aid, the GMD
blockaded Communist areas. Even as ULS. relations with the ROC declined,
tensions between CNRRA and CLARA resulted in perceptions that the
United States was propping up the ROC as a failed state in exchange for
conformity to American political ideology.™ The People’s Republic of
China would strive to excise those influences.
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CHAPTER VI

The Reeducation of Child Experts

Chen Hegin as a Model of Self-Critidsim

t the ceremony establishing the People’s Republic of China in

1949, Mao Zedong proclaimed that China was finally standing up

to foreign imperialism. As a part of this national reclamation, the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) assumed control over mission-run orphan-
ages and schools to make children feel “safe and protecred.™ The FLA
documented child abuse as evidence of US. cultural imperialism and prob-
ably influenced the memoirs of those who recounted that the PLA “saved”
them from the corrupt wives of Guomindang officials (presumably in the
Women's Advisory Council to the Mew Life Movement).® More than
simply appropriating institutions, the Chinese Commnmunist Party sought to
reclaim the hearts and minds of “the people.”

As the Chinese Communist Party consolidated power in the context of
mounting tension over Korea, Chinese educators were increasingly impli-
cated in campaigns against Americans and counterrevolutionaries.” In 1951
Mao spearheaded an attack on ROC bourgeois reformers? Communists
denounced John Dewey as 2 means to excise American influences”® As
Dreweey’s students came under attack, the subsequent generation of their stu-
dents began to distance themiselves from their Chinese “pragmatist” teachers.®
Asavenue for demarking separation between self and others through reading
and small-group discussion, “thought reform™ extended to nongovernmen-
tal bureaus in a complex process of coercion and willing self-participation”

In the context of confusion over new directions and concepts, public
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self-criticism served as a model for self-transformation according to
Socialist enlightenment.” For example, Chen Heqin, faimous for estab-
lishing Chinese kindergartens, served as a spokesperson for denouncing
Dewey's influences on his own teaching philosophy. Some kindergarten
teachers took the initiative to extend principles of self-criticism into
their classrooms.

Money ties and political alliances had shifted. But these campaigns
moved beyond simple identity politics by questioning the very nature of
childhood itself, Despite CCP educators’ “considerable agreement”™ with
Deweyan thought, Anita Chan explains that “Dewey’s teachings clashed
with that second half of the partys conception of the 'new socialist man’;
2 consciously self—abnegating personal response to collective needs.™ In
other words, liberal humanism precluded the CCPs new social engineer-
ing project for socialist collectivization. By chiming that childhood was a
political construct, PRC critics deconstructed the asertion, frequently
repeated after Minister of Education Cai Yuanpei in 1911, that education
should follow the natuml development of child psychology. This claini had
allowed the Mational Child Welfare Asociation to sentimentalize the nat-
ural innocence of childhood—a notion that, according to sone Comnu-
nist hardliners, had been exploited by Westerners to control Chinese
children as objects of charity. Thus when Chen denounced Dewey and
American imperialists in the 1950s, he also had to renounce his own sci-
entific claims to have researched a uniquely Chinese childhood. Notwith-
standing the CCPs hardline stance, it was difficult for FRC administracors
to completely ignore enduring categorizations of childhood, or to reject
fully the socialist idealization of innocence in Comnmnist children (spe-
cifically vis-i-vis their capitalist attackers).

War with America and the Bourgeois Past

Many, but not all, Western missionaries fled Chinain 1948." Because Com-
munist leaders had previously tolerated foreizn missionaries, some
remained optimistic about continning to contribute to social welfare pro-
grams in the People’s Republic” In October 1949 a group of prominent
Chinese Christians published a letter assuring Western missionaries of their
contined support. Their advocacy was kev. Throughout anti-Christian

movements, Chinese Christians had suffered the brunt of the consequences.
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But by July 1950 Chinese Christians, represented bw 1,500} signatures across
denominations, denounced Western missionaries as conduits of cultural
imperialism. Their manifesto signaled a new era for Christian social wel-
fare programs.”

The government sought to replace charity with state-sanctioned social
services.” Mara Dillon concludes that the goal of PRC campaigns in the
early 195{s was to eliminate all voluntary associations, regardles of reli-
gious affiliation, not directly connected to the state.™ The PRC increased
taxes on mision schools and expelled missionaries."* Westerners contin-
ued to sponsor charities in the PRC until Washington froze bank accounts
for Chinese mission schools on December 16, 1950, in effect severing ULS.
mission ties to China.” Bejjing informed mision schools in 1951 that it
would replace foreign aid in order “to combat the influence of imperial-
ism.”™ For example, the Beijing Municipal Board of Education subsi-
dized new textbooks in conformity with PRC views."™ Mission schools
were reappropriated.” By 1953 the government controlled all former mis-
sionary welfare services, including 247 American and 451 European char-
ities, 198 of which were sponsored by Protestant churches and 208 of
which by the Catholic Church.®™ As the case in Beijing indicates, the
responsibility for welfare services often fell to municipal governments,
which tended to prioritize schools with the highest enrollments rather
than the neediest children.®

As tensions over Korea mounted, educational journals increasingly

Az EE

depicted Americans as “fascises.”™ Childrens magazines graphically
depicted a boyish Uncle Sam as a playvground bully, offering money in
exchange for political subordination (see figure 6.1)." Some even questioned
if the United States had donated any real money. For example, Zeng Zhao-
lun (1899-1967), who held a2 PhD. degree in Physics from MIT, publicly
denounced Christian charity in his new role as vice minister of education.
Alluding to Boxer Indemnity funds, Zeng arpued that mission schools had
actually been funded by “a small part of the spoils derived from the Chi-
nese people.” Ignoring extensive ROC regulations that required Chinese
school administrators, Zeng claimed that Western missionaries had
“exercised absolute control over school administration.” Mission schools
thus represented “a far more pernicious” form of imperialism than out-
right warfare and ranght Chinese children “pro- America, revere-America,
and fear-America sentiments.” Asserting the “spiritual enslavement of

Chinese children,” Zeng characterized education as primarily political. ™
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Fipure 6.1, Cover of New Children
Cotsen Children's Collection, Princeton University Library

By extension, his critique also implicated child welfare training centers at
mission colleges.

Investigative teams targeced Christian universities, mission schools, and
orphanages. In keeping with Chinese suspicions since the 1870 Tianjin
Uprising, investigators alleged physical harm. Photographs of malnourished
children and child corpses indicated neglect. Unlike wartime photographs,
which had often memorialized specific moments of deprivation at the hands
of the Japanese, these photographs often focused on a “before-and-after”
comparison that illustrated the ways in which the children became fat and
healthy only after receiving care from the People’s Felief Administration
{see figure 6.2). Just as wartime propaganda had promoted international
diplomacy, these investigative reports, translated into English, also addressed
andiences overseas. The authors of the book cited evidence of physical abuse

[

to prove that *‘charity” was a convenient means rather than a genuine aim™
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In August 1950, when the abuses at Tre-ai were revealed,
the 58 bables found still living looked like this

These babies looked well six months after the Tre-ai Home
was taken over by the People's Relief Administration of China.

Figure 6.2, Teaws of Childen
Stantord University Library
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instead, they asserted that the true goal of mision schools was to indoctri-
nate children “in a spirit of subservience to evervthing foreign.” As many
Chinese had long intimated, Christian conversion alienated children from
Chinese society. Thus the authors” main point was that misionaries’ “gen-
uine aim™ had been to mold Chinese children into subservient followers.
The authors appealed to the overseas Chinese to “dissociate themselves
from the corrupting influence of imperialism and its “racial superiority’
myths, which lead both to murder and to war,” and to respect the PRC’s
sovereignty, in the spirit of “international peace and friendship.”*

In part because the book was intended for international audiences, Chil-
dren’s Tears inculpated local Chinese leadership in the previous regime. In
many of the testimonies, ROC managers and staff allegedly commitred che
worst atrocities against children and emibezzled most of the funds. Blam-
ing local Chinese managers rather than overseas Chinese funders, the
authors faulted the “reactionary regime of Chiang Kai-shek™ for being
“so uninterested in the fate of its own people, so afraid of offending any
foreigner, that it did not institute a single inquest or require a single cer-

EERS

tification of death among the countless cases we report.”™ (As previously
noted, these accusations ignored state monitoring of population records in
orphanages and homes) These accusations against the ROC implied that
Mationalists had betraved their race. Thus, even though “ethnic nation-
alism™ helped secure the Commmnist victory,” Commiunists looked beyond
racial kinship as the primary qualification for national leadership in the
PRC.

According to critics, physical abuse was second only to the offense of
political indoctrination, or what they often called “slave education™ (a term
that had also been used to describe Japanese colonial education). Chinese
Comnmnists reevaluated traditional mistrust of misionary education
through the lens of in-group politics. For example, Zhang Shunan, an
orphan from the Catholic Feenci Orphanage in Beijing, recounted her story
to the Peaple’s Daily in 1951, When the editors of Children’s Tears translated
her story into English, they modified her testimony. In the original
newspaper account, Zhang condemned the harmful “poison™ of impe-
rialism and the “slander” of the nuns, who frightened her so much that she
cloistered herself in the orphanage rather than greet the PLA soldiers.™
(The word “poison” echoed Mao Zedong’s attack on missionary cultural
imperialism in 19397 Substituting the Chinese word “poison”™ (duhai)
for the English translation “sacrilege,” Children’s Tears emphasized the
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hypocrisy of the nuns in a way that liberal Christians could readily con-
demn.™ In the Paople's Daily version, the children’s “alienation from their
own families and countrymen™ more specifically meant rejection of Chi-
nese commnism. Translators thus rendered Zhang's testimony more
palatable to overseas Chinese and /or liberal Christians. Especially for inter-
national audiences, the PRC condemned U.S. cultural imperialism rather
than Christian religious thought.

The government instructed teachers on the political implications of
international connections. In 1950 the journal New Educator explained chat
American charities had facilitated cultural imperialism *' These articles
were circulated in teachers” political study groups, so integral to thought
reform. ™ For example, at a private kindergarten in Beijing, reachers learned
that American charity had functioned as a venue for extracting resources
from China, unlike Sino-Soviet short-term loans.® Likewise, at another
private kindergarten, teachers wrote in their Semester Reeport for 1950 “Ac
first, we had some misunderstandings about the nature of Flussian aggres-
sion in the Northeast [of China], but after we studied, we realized that the
Soviet Union is not an imperialist country that wants to invade our coun-
try, in the way that the United States is an imperialist country that wants
to help us [in order to invade us]. . . . A truly great and strong country does
not need to rely on the help of other countries; only this sort of country
can truly be called a state.™ By implication, the ROC was a failed state
propped up by American imperialism.

The teachers distinguished Soviet loans from US. charity that had
infringed on Chinas national sovereignty. Government officials, in turn,
summarized these reports with an expression of satisfaction that “the masses
understand that the demonstration of spirit by the USSR is notably differ-
ent from the GMIs relationship to the American alliance™ As in the
late Qing, foreign humanitarianism could encroach on the political legiti-
macy of the Chinese state, and for the early PRC, it was the formulation
of economic aid (as relief or loans) rather than institutional structure that
determined undue influence.

In the 1950s education also shifted from US. to Soviet influences ** The
journal Edwational Research exhorted teachers to “learn from the achisve-

LT

ments of Soviet education.™ Soviet experts inspected Chinese schools.™
Mormal schools replaced English wich Foussian in their curricula and estab-
lished Sino-Russian translation bureans ™ Journals introduced educational

psvchology and institutional practices from Russia; psychologists replaced

[16a] PART I CHILD EXPERTS AMD THE CHIMESE STATE
Brought to you by | The Mational Library of the Philippines

Authenticated

Download Date | 1011319 10:46 PM



Dewey with Pavlov and explored the role of dialectical materialismi on cog-
nitive perception. While celebrating Soviet advances, they criticized Japa-
nese education under the US. Occupation.™ An older generation of
childhood specialists, such as Chen Heqin, had difficulty differentiating
Soviet influences from American ones." And rightly so. As Lisa Kirschen-
baum concludes, Russian Marxists had projected “the revolutionary poten-
tial of the full-day kindergarten™ but ultimately “failed to articulate a
specifically Communist kindergarten program.”™ This intellectual task fell
to 2 rising generation of Chinese Communist administrators who sought
to shape a new Socialist subjectivity.

Crticzing Deweyan Liberalism

The Mational Ministry of Education founded the journal People’s Educa-
tion in 195{) as a government mouthpiece to communicate with school
administrators at every level; in December of that vear the journal cele-
brated the People’s Education publishing house with a calligraphic inscrip-
tion written by Mao Zedong* People’s Education thus pointed to a large
apparatus of research and publishing, often attributing collective author-
ship for book publications, as well as editorials on policy decisions in the
journal. In the first page of its inaugural issue in May 1950, People’s Educa-
tion printed Mao Zedong’s calligraphy, urgently calling for the recovery
and development of 2 program for People’s Education. (The inaugural issue
also contained a short comment by Tao Xingzhi and Chen Heqin's former
protége, Zhang Zonglin, whose prominence was rising along with the new
regime. ™) An imperative component of People’s Education was Socialist
enlightenment. As Aminda Smith notes, a wide range of activities, under
the rubric of thought reform, was “homogenizing the meanings” of per-
sonal experiences through larger national scrips *

Thus, along with deconstructing missionary intervention in China’s
schools, the PRRC also criticized American influences on Chinese educa-
tional theories and methods. In the early 1950s che main targer of attack
was American educator John Dewey and secondarily his Chinese follow-
ers.” Dewey’s influence had been pervasive among Chinese intellectuals
as 2 result of his two-year stay in China and his prominent students. For
instance, Dewey's student Hu Shi had once introduced him to an audience
at Yenching Univewity by predicting that Dewey would someday surpass
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Confucius in his influence over China ¥ Dewey had represented a new
democratic spirit in the Republic, and the campaign against him amounted
to 2 rejection of liberalism. ™ The effect of this campaign was o distance
teachers from American influences while promoting socialist-style disci-
pline among their ranks.

Although Dewey claimed that his educational theories could be adapted
to socialist education,® the editors at People’s Education argued that his the-
ories “manipulate the rhetoric of the Left™ while capitulating to capi-
talist forces and therefore only “mimic progressivism.” Dewey admitced
that social institutions and economic structures needed to change, bur—
according to the editors—he clung to the “blind optimism™ of bourgeois
French philosophers, rather than embracing revolutionary Marxism, Ini-
tiating a sustained and substantial intellectual critique against Dewey, Peo-
ple’s Education editor Cao Fu exphined that Dewey eschewed violence in
favor of education as the primary tool of social change. Cao quoted Dewey
as asserting that the aims of Marxism were democratic, but the means were
not.™ By contrasting Dewey and Marx, Cao championed a form of democ-
racy that did not require a process of open discussion and public delibera-
tion. According to Cao, Dewey denied the inevitability of historical
progress by positing Communism as only one possibility among many. Cao
argued that Marxs historical determinism did not deny human agency
ioften asociated with, but not limited to, liberalism); instead, Cao daimed,
Dewey withheld the weapons of radicalism.

In terms of classroom technigque, Cao championed revolutionary inter-
ventionism in opposition to what he regarded as Dewey’s “aimless”
approach. Cao exphlined Aristotelian ideas of latent potential to underscore
the foundation for Dewey’s flawed process of following the growth of chil-
dren rather than enforcing discipline in them. Dewey had, Cao expliined,
inherited the precedent of “directionless”™ education from Jean-Jacques
Roussean’s Emile. Like Roussean, Dewey had encouraged children to dis-
cover the world for themselves. Cao ridiculed the inefficiency of student-
centered education: “He did not want students to accept valid scientific
conclusions or systems but wanted students to primitively search for their
own scientific conclusions and systems!”® According to Cao, a student-
centered approach retarded children’s development by denying them
Marxist intellectual wols.

Cao considered Dewey's pedagogy philosophically flawed becanse
Dewey had confused intellectual development with physical growth.
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According to Cao, physical growth did not necessarily correlate to intel-
lectual development; instead of likening children to seeds that naturally
erew, Cao emphasized that children were seeds in want of the rich soil of
a systematic socialist education. Students would otherwise remain confiised,
their insights diffuse rather than cohering into a larger social movement:
“Alchough he [Dewey] admitted that education should be a tool for social
change, he was unwilling to allow schoolteachers to show the blueprints
for a new society to children and vouth, which he portraved as adults pres-
suring children to go toward the direction and aim of social change. Obwvi-
ously, social change without direction or aim is simply society without
change!™

In the new revolutionary age, Cao offered schoolteachers the “blueprint™
for Marxist social change, previously denied them by Dewey. According
to Cao, Dewey’s influences would impede the establishment of the Peo-
ple’s Roepublic and must be excised. With a strong theoretical grasp of the
issues, Cao Fu lead the vanguard in criticizing American educational mod-
els more broadly, and Dewey and his followers more specifically. His cri-
tiques were published not just in People’s Educarion but in other educational
journals and were then reprinted as a book.® The scope of Cao’s critique
soon expanded to American pragmatism in general, with a specific critique
of Living Education in the pages of New Educarion, followed by a denun-
ciation by Chen Hegin's former secretary, the underground Communist
Zhang Wendou ™

Dewey's students were thus implicated. In the case of Tao Xingzhi, this
required a complete reversal. Landed as a national hero by the CCP at his
death in 1946, Tao was remembered by many Communists as a great
patriot.* Nevertheless, Cao Fu criticized him for accepting Dewey's prin-
ciples with only minor improvements. At Paople's Education, Dai Baitao,
Pan Kaipei, and Tao’s former colleague Dong Chuncai (1905-19M)) debated
not whether Tao was a petty-bourgeois thinker but to which subcarazory
of petty-bourgeois thinker he belonged. Pan traced Tao XNingzhi's fund-
ing, as far back as 1921, to missionary support. According to Pan, petty-
bourgenis intellectuals had rejected the CCP by creating a “third party™ in
February 1927; more progressive than the independent property classes, it
had also opposed the GMD. Tao had popularized peasant literacy cam-
paigns across party lines, “Roural education became a fashionable slogan
among the independent property class.” Pan explained, but only in order
to strengthen the political status quo, rather than o oppose the ROC.*
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Just as the Mationalists had prosecuted collaborators regardless of their
wartime charity work, it was not enough to have served the public good.
Pan's message was clear: there could be no progressive liberalism as an alter-
native to either the GMD or the CCP. Apolitical service to the nation
was self-contradictory; apolitical education for children, impossible.

In 1951 the vice-editor of Peoples Education, Zhang Lingguang (1904 -
1974), criticized Chen Heqin for “plagiarizing” John Dewey without ref-
erence to Tao as an intermediary, and even Tao's theory of Living Education
was considered derivative of Dewey's philosophy.®™ Eventually, Chen was
accused of “uncritically accepting™ Tao’s theory of Living Education,
further minimizing Chen's creative contribution.™ One of Chen’s stu-
dents, who had worked with him for thirteen years, called Chen a “major
disciple™ of Dewey’s and labeled Chen a “slave to the comprador class
educators.”™ Even though he had apparently never taken a formal class
from Dewey during his time at Columbia,” Chen had devoted an entire
issue of Living Education in 1948 to John Dewey's influence and included a
picture of Columbia Teachers College. To disassociate himself from his
teacher since 1937, Yu Zhijie accused Chen of modeling Drum Tower
Kindergarten on Dewey’s ideas. Through the proces of self-criticism,
Chen admitted that his own work simply copied Dewey's; by 1952, Chen
began o launch “the most violent attacks on Dewey.™ Through Chen,
CCP enlisted a culturml insider to destroy the credibility of Nationalist proj-
ects indigenizing modern childhood.

The Reeducation of Chen Heqgin

Historian Li Gang opines that Chen's background as a “quintessential fol-
lower of Dewey™ doomed him during the antipragmatist campaign.™ But
Chen himself did not anticipate his ostracism. In 1949, at the age of fifty-
nine, he remained president of the Shanghai Women’s Normal College,
with an attached experimental preschool with forty-five infants, ages four
months to three years. Chen applied for government funding to create a
research laboratory in connection to the school.™ Expecting continued
government support, he welcomed liberation in 1949, Hissecretary Zhang
Wendou had for years been an underground CCP member, and Chen
attended the first Political Consultative Conference in Beijing. In 1950 he

vehemently criticized ULS. imperialism during the antipollution campaigns
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in Manjing ** But it was not so simiple to align with the new regime. As we
will see, Chen could not simply disavow his former benefictors, nor
could he convincingly parrot new educational slogans immediately. Chen
had to struggle with his previous understanding of science, which was
indicted for overemphasis on “natural development™ —which, in the eyes
of administrators like Cao Fu, masked ULS. cultural imperialism.

There are some indications that Chen had already been growing dis-
satisfied with Mationalist rule. Today, Chen’s children stress that he had
rejected offers to serve as an ROC official in Chongging when he moved
his school to Jiangxi, one of the Communist heartlands during the Sino-
Japanese War; therefore the family implicitly argues that Chen had sym-
pathized with the Communists. " However, just as Pan had criticized Tao
Mingzhi's ruml education movement, Chen’s service in Jiangxi failed to
exonerate him."" Like Tao, Chen had received foreign funding for ruml
education; moreover, he had established a branch of the MNational Child
Welfare Association under the auspices of Kong Xiangxi. Critics must have
interpreted these moves—unauthorized by CCP headquarters and funded
b a “loan™ from a friend in the Anglican Church—as acts of atcempred
sabotage of the Communist base camp.

On October 11, 1949 {only ten days after the PLA arrived in Beijing and
seven months before it would arrive in Shanghai), Chen traveled o Bei-
jing Mormal University’s Number Two Affiliated Primary School to give
a lecture on “MNew Trends in Education” that embraced the political goals
of the Communist Revolution.™ His long-standing respect for work-study
and educational psychology dovetailed, he indicated, with an orientation
toward “workers” education™ and “scientific learning.” Chen’s conflation
of vocational training with workers’ education belied 2 deep ignorance of
the differenices between liberalism and communism. Critics pointedly asked
how Chen’s educational philosophy, so deeply embedded in Deweyism,
could possibly qualify to be the “basis of New MNatonalism.” Long accul-
turated by his early Christian conversion, Chen had gained entry into
Western circles so easily that he perhaps did not foresee how difficult it
would be to join the new leadership.

The Janunary 1950 issue of Living Education illustrated Chen's ignorance.
The leading article celebrated the “Los Angeles Preschool” in Mao Zedong’s
base campin Yan'an.” Given the lengths to which the government meant
to expel LS. cultural imperialisni, which (it claimed) had entered China
through “charity™ to the complicit and corrupt GMD, Communists might
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not have appreciated the way the article drew attention to the preschool’s
Allied funding™ Chen continued to reference Dewey as a source of author-
ity because he did not anticipate the antipragmatist campaign, which
would not appear in print until October.”™ Chen not only misunderstood
the PRC’s international relationships but also misinterpreted its educational
agenda.

Chen’s 1949 lecture reflects the degree to which Chen misunderstood
basic policies. His speech, notwithstanding references to the masses, exposed
a weak grasp of current trends. He continued to emphasize the central
importance of children’s development and even advocated eliminating
grade levels, despite his previous work to institutionalize them.”* As his
autobiography indicated, large, modern schools overlooked individual
needs, as the children either struggled to keep pace or wasted time when
they could potentially advance. Chen had already come to this conclusion
during the war as part of an effort to indigenize education, which repre-
sented, to some degree, a return to long-rejected traditional sishu Chinese
models. But Communists rejected “feudal” practices. Instead, new PRC
educators like Cao Fu emphasized scrict discipline and political condition-
ing rather than even more individualized attention to childhood growth.

From 1951 to 1953 the government scrutinized Chen’s approach, which
he had termed “Living Education,” through interviews, school surveys, and
tex tual analysis. In Septemiber 1951 Chen isued a selfexamination in Bei-
jing. Between September 1951 and April 1952 he participated in eleven dis-
cussion meetings in his previous offices in Beijing, Shanghai, and Nanjing,
Each meeting began with Chen’s self-criticism. Then, he faced critiques
from students and colleagues—all of whom had to indict him, and some
of whom had to implicate themselves ™ Chen expressed gratitude for the
“help” of his “comrades” in these meetings, but he also described the accu-
sations as “painful” and “difficult to accept™™ Under intense interroga-
tion and prolonged pressure, he made concessions that fundamentally
undermined his previous claims to scientific authority.

The Nature of Childhood

These critiques are important as 2 window on o how Chinese Commu-
nists viewed human nature; this understanding, in turn, influenced Chi-

nese models of sel-criticism and the possibility of reform. One critic, Gong
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Qichang, labeled Chen’s emphasis on childhood development as “child hood-
in-itself™ {yi ertong wei benti), which had obscured the role of class as the
determining factor of social identity. In the pages of People’s Edwcation, Gong
identified a fundamental, philosophical flaw in the methodology of
childhood-in-itself: “The principle of the so-called ‘reification of psychol-
ogy’ does not need to consider the particular characteristics of children’s
ages and bodies and minds. Children’s physical and emotional development
cannot be ignored, but [we] definitely cannot allow children’s physical and
emotional conditions to limit education and pedagogy. We should believe
that children’s physical and emotional development and adaptability is
mainly due to the result of education and to the result of society’s complex
influences. To believe that the result is the canse is incorrect.”™

The main point was not to deny biology but to engage critically in the
political dimensions of scientific knowledge production. Itis important to
note here that, contrary to Gong, some experts contined to focus on child-
hood psychology and age-appropriate education—drawn not from the
tradition of John Dewey or Cai Yuanpei, however, but from Soviet mod-
els. Gong went further than others in the general trend of emphasizing
discipline over play. Furthermore, he anticipated scholar Andrew Jones's
critique of May Fourth ideology: only a few intellectuals, such as Lu Xun,
had understood the tantology of simultaneously shaping children and scudy-
ing childhood ™ Chen Heqin, who reared a child while analvzing that
same child to form the basis of new pedagogical principles, had (like Dar-
win) indeed committed a serious methodological error. Like Cao Fu, Gong
presented childhood as a political construct that complicated its biological
foundation. When Chen denounced Dewey in February 1952, his criti-
cisms hewed closely o Gongs and Cao’s—rthat experiment-based, child-
centered education had prevented teachers from offering students the means
necessary to build a new China. As further attacks clarified, the problem
with Dewevyan philosophy was its unfounded assumptions regarding bio-
logical determinismi and social evolution. The main issue for Communists
was that Nationalists had uncritically accepted American political and cul-
tural interpretations alongside their investigations of science,

Chen Hegin “conceded a major point to Gong” by agreeing that the
flow of knowledge should be from teachers to students. Chen admitted that
he had hoped to manipulate that process, not o discover Chinese child-
hood but mather to change the very nature of what it meant to be Chinese.

He wrote in his “early stage™ of self-reflection:
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Later, | thought even more about how Chinese people were inferior to
foreigners and had been humiliated |by them| because Chinese
people’s bodies were “not good.” Ifwe could train the Chinese “per-
son” well, so that he had complete health, a cooperative attitude, and a
cosmopolitan vision, creative ability, and the spirit of service, then for-
eipners would not humiliate us, Therefore, [ selected education as ny
method of saving the country, and | always thought that the backward-
ness of Chinese society was the reason imperialists could invade us, and
that poverty and weakness of the people would result from opposing
the |global] system. But if we do not oppose the system, we could not
save the country; in these ten years, I've hidden in the beautiful dream
of education’s multfunctionality and have not been able to wake up™

In the 19505 the catch-phrase “multifunctionality of education™ elsewhere
pointed to liberal miscalenlations that education could solve multiple social
problems without the aid of socialism—as well as statist plans to emibed
early childhood education into larger modernizing projects™ Chen called
the promise of that multifunctionality a “dream.” Chen played with the
words “beautiful dream™ (meimeng). which was only one character shy of
“the American drean’™ (Meiguo meng). Chen had seemingly bought into
the American dream of self-improvement for the advancement of his own
career, even though he had intended to promote education for national
achievement.

By aserting his inability awaken from this dream, Chen echoed Lu
Mun's famous imagery describing China’s predicament of sleeping in the
“tron house.”™ In Chen's formulation, the iron house was not Confucian
traditions but American promises of self—advancement through education.
By disavowing his complicity in U5, imperialism, Chen had to reverse
his previous self-presentations as a proud representative of China to the
West (rather than as an importer of the West to China). An ardent patriot,
he was forced to admit to a certain amount of disdain for his own people,
especially in terms of their imperfect bodies; Chen’s critics perceived his
descriptions of the malleable immarturity of childhood as inherent racial
imperfections. In other words, where Chen had followed global scientific
categories identifying childhood as a transitory condition, Communists
paified his alleged mischaracterizations as unchanging ontologies. More-
over, Chen conceded to manipulating his scientific observations of children
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for political purposes. Thus his self-criticisms fundamentally under-
mined the scientific value of his work., These statements, made under
duress, may not have indicated Chen’s true feelings. Mevertheless, chey did
reflect larger educational trends: Chen articulated the tension between
studying human nature and encouraging educational improvement in a way
that reflected a shift from biological developmentalism tw self- conscious
political education =

The Personal and the Political

Critics had access to a prolific body of evidence because Chen had pro-
pelled the transformation of the private family into a site for media
attention—and, by extension, public intervention—Dby the National Child
Welfare Association. Critics mined Chen's writings for weaknesses, espe-
cially his autobiography, My Half Life. One of his critics, Luo Han, assumed
that, as a legacy for his own children, Chen's autobiography was always
absolutely sincere (rather than sometimes playiul and hortatory). Just as his
journal had combined the scientific and the personal, so too did his auto-
biography cross the boundaries of public and private in ways that invited
criticism in the new PRC context. For critics, Chen’s tendency to brand
his name on his educational toys, textbooks, and journals indicated self
aggrandizement. He admitted as much in his autobiography.™ Critics
ignored the context of Christian self-confession and his soruggles o tran-
scend desire for personal gain and toward Christian selflessness. They were
perhaps responding instead to Chen's andacity in attempting to renain in
school administration in the new regime.

Critics felt that Chen was still deeply embedded in the “old” order of
Chinese education, with origins not only in the ROC but also in the Qing
dynasty. For example, Luo Han took out of context a story in which Chen's
grandfather once hit Chen'’s six-vear-old father so hard that the voung boy
bled. Anticipating the shock of his own children, he explained traditional
patriarchy; he also noted that a doctor (who happened to be present at the
time as a customier in the grandfather’s shop) scolded his grandfather for
endangering the life of his only son, certainly a grave transgression for any
rood Confucian intent upon maintaining che family lineage. In the nar-
rative, the doctor prefigures the medical advice offered by Chen to
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parents. However, failing to mention Chen’s diatribes against traditional
Chinese “stern fathers,” Luo excerpted Chen’s apology of filial piety to sug-
west that Chen was ratdonalizing child abuse.™

Luo also drew on Chen's regret that his elder brother—whom he called
a “child genius” because the brother had passed the county examinations
at just thirteen sui (perhaps twelve years of age)l—was unable, becanse of
local village politics and insufficient funds, to test further™ For Luo, Chen's
lament indicated that he was still deeply entrenched in the hierarchy of
the imperial examination system (rather than as an ousider in local village
society). Whereas Chen had criticized the old order, his new comrades
presented him instead as a fendal conservative with designs to revive
the imperial system of Chinese education.™ The issue was really that his
critics would not disaggregate the modernity and science of Chen's inno-
vations from their Western aesthetic packaging; his pivot away from
those influences seemingly placed him, in the eyes of his critics, back
toward the Qing rather than the PRC. In other words, Chen's brand of
scientific childcare was too deeply embedded in the enchantment of a
Mationalist-style sentimental childhood. For Chen, forging 2 modern sys-
tem of education meant applying scientific principles and methodologies
to the sitnation in China, but the form and structure of his education
fel—rto his critics as well as perhaps to us today—to be very Western in
style and flavor.

America Worship

The CCPF drew a clear link from GMD complicity o US, imperialism.
As Matthew Johnson observes in his study of the early PRC, “America
worship” was a key term for criticizing the GMD.™ Communists often
noted that Chen’s educational philosophy was “full of the color of reli-
gion.™ Chen's colleagues confessed that they had “worshipped™ him, and
Chen also admitted that he “followed foreigners too much.™ Moreover,
the religions tinge in Chen'’s pedagogy tainted him and his asociates. One
example was Ta Zhemei, who had coauthored books about kindergarten
education with Chen Heqin {and edited by Tao Xingzhi) in the mid-
1930 When Chen wrote 2 glowing letter of recommendation for Tu
to become a primary school principal in 1951, the Shanghai Ministry of

Education dismissed the application with a note that “her connections to
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Christians are deep, and her knowledge of politics is superficial.”™ This
comment distinguished politics as a form of “knowledge,” in opposition
to religion as 2 system of social networks, Normally, the debate between
“red and expert” pitted political lovalty against scientific expertise, but here
the two were aligned against Christian indoctrination.

In their self confessions, educators often reiterated the phrase “worship
of America™—usually in the context of disclosing their backgrounds in mis-
sion schools or foreign universities.”™ In an application to open a kindergar-
ten, one woman, who had also served 25 2 nanny in 2 Yanan preschool while
married to a CCP member, admitted that she had wanted to study abroad
in America because of both career ambitions and “America worship.™ Her
father, she expliined, had been an honest, low-level rrader who had sought
the legal protection of misionaries against the machinations of conniving
merchants, and she had consequently acquired an education through mis-
sion schools. Thus, as Eddy U shows regarding Yanan revolutionaries due-
ing the Rectification Campaign,” this woman tried to re-present the
weak nesses in her biography as elements of victimization while highlight-
ing her connections to the CCP. Unfortunately, in Chen Hegin's case, he
had published ill-fated exaggerations about believing, before he left China
to study abroad, that America would be “Heaven on Earth.™

Chen Heqin was attacked for reducing cthe stams of Chinese to that of
2 “minority” in the International Settlement. Critics pointed to Chen's
praise for Booker T. Washington and for Chinese education in the “Amer-
ican colony of the Philippines” to illustrate his willingnes to make Chi-
nese education subservient to the white imperialists. The “Living Education
Investigation Team™ found evidence that, as minister of Chinese minority
education in the International Secdement, Chen had “emphasized Amer-
ica, the English lainguage, and the Christian religion.” They believed Chen
had stressed Christian values and Western customs so that Chinese chil-
dren would become “Westernized lictle devils™ { Yanghang xvigogni) who
could better serve Western i mperialism. Specifically, the “most observable
characteristic” of middle-elementary school students in the International
Settlement was the tendency to “worship foreign countries, enjoy foreign
languages, and wear foreign clothes [thus imitating] foreigners lifestyles
in the hope one day of working in a foreign firm.”™ Thus, whereas Chen
had ssumed the immutability of race, Communists criticized him for eth-
nic mimicry, which, in the context of semicolonialism, was allegedly tan-

tamount to slive education.
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In essence, Chen assumed a much greater degree of flexibility in terms
of identity than his critics. He had praised African American teachers
for appropriating multiple roles, as both teachers and pastors—just a5 he
himself combined the roles of father and researcher when he dinically
researched his son. He prided himself in the fact that his students called
him “mother” becanse he had softened or somewhat feminized traditional
Chinese “stern fathers.™ From a scientific perspective, Chen approached
childhood as a period of malleable growth, perhaps influenced by what
Thomas Metzger calls the “epistemological optimism™ of human improv-
ability in traditional Chinese political thought ™ In general, Communists
ignored the transience or multiplicity of categories or considered such
flexibility to be a denial of class-conscionsness and a betrayal of Chinese
ethnicity and political nationa lism.

Modeling Self-Criticism

Mao Zedong's and Stlin’s reflections on self—criticism were published in
the pages of educational journals to instruct teachers and to prevent
them from diluting the power of selfcriticism through overuse”™ As
Frederick Teiwes explains, there was 2 continnum between self-criticism
izino piping), self-examination {jiantac) for potential cadres, and confes-
sion (tanbaf), as well as between criticism meetings (pipinghui) and struggle
sessions (douzhienghni).” Chen’s series of self-criticisms were demonstra-
bly public and therefore provided an instructional model for kindergar-
ten teachers. Chen's journal graphically depicts a sea-change after the
editors of People’s Education had awacked him. In January 1950 his jour-
nal reproduced a photograph of Drum Tower Kindergarten, harkening
back to his contributions to the Chinese kindergarten movement in the
19205, Just one month later, after critiques by People’s Education, his jour-
nal instead ran a portrait of 2 patriotic mother and son saluting the fam-
ily patriarch, who would fight in the Korean War. These covers indicate
the ways in which the journal became radicalized through the mechanism
of self-criticism campaigns. The content of the journal became much
more overtly political and included criticism of Chen, arising from the
investigation of him.

The process of this prolonged thought reform was publicized in two
journals, Living Education and People’s Education. As the mouthpiece of the
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Ministry of Education, Peoples Education dirvected the size and layout
of other educational journals. Through the process of criticizing Chen
Heqin, People’s Educarion radicalized Living Eduwcation and challenged
its readers. After Paople’s Education criticized Chen’s principles as a formula-
tion of Deweyism, the editors of Living Education ssued a statement asking
readers for help in identifying the editors’ errors.™ People’s Education
responded with “disappointment™ about the insufficient statement and
implicitly demanded a self-criticism "

Chen’s subsequent self-reflection was widely disseminated as 2 model. It
appeared simultaneously in the October 1951 issues of Living Education and
People’s Education and thus indicates a strong level of coordination. Living
Edugation began to publish critfiques written by the regular contributors to
People's Education. Thereafter Living Educarion was transformed; first its name
changed to New Childhood Edweation," and then the title page dropped Chen
Heqins prominent byline as editor* Living Educarion also published a series
of self-criticisms by its editors and contributors, alongside the criticisms
from Peoples Education. The Living Education Investigation Team invited
readers to criticize Living Education. This protracted dialogue subordinated
Chen’s journal to the Peoples Education Society as the authority in all areas
of education, even such specialized areas as childhood education.™ As a
result, this dialogue also dramatically politicized the tenor of New Child-
food Education. The tone of these journals was important because teachers
referenced them for pedagogical materials and sources for classroom

content."*

In 1955 the editors of People’s Education published a collected volume of
these artides, called Criticism of Living Education. The editors began the vol-
ume with a conclusive verdict against Chen Hegin. They then separated
the essays into “early criticism,” ending with Chen's first self-reflection,
followed by the school surveys conducted by the Living Education Inves-
tigation Team. “Theoretical critiques™ analyzed Chen’s prolific body of
work. The final section included a selection of “criticisms and self-
criticisms,” which ended, again, with Chen’s. Thus Chen’s self-criticisms
always appeared as concessions, even when they had preceded some of his
accusations. As the afterword, the editors republished a didactic article,
“What We Should Learn from the Criticism of Living Education.” Despite
the rearrangement of these texts, this book revealed how Commmnist crit-
ics understood the process of thought reform—from eady inquiries to

research, analysis, and interviews that reinforced initial allegations.
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Despite this heavy-handed criticism, Chen was also sometimes com-
mended for his willingness to serve as 2 model. Especially among those
who obviously genuinely still ad mired Chen, he was credited for his humil-
ity and spirit of self-improvement."® Chen tried to change ™ As a result, he
became president of Nanjing Normal College in 1954 and vice-chairman
of the Jiangsu Provincial Education Committee in 19567 The major focus
of the campaign against Living Education was excising American influ-
ences by targeting John Dewey."™ Before applying for membership in the
CCPE Chen published a book vociferonsly denigrating Dewey in 1956, but
he wasstill rejected ™ Likewise, many others would soon discover that they
could not escape their class background or personal histories as easily as

they had hoped.™

The Reeducation of Kindergarten Teachers

With deep roots in Confucian selfreflection and ROC rehabilitation,
thought reform promised to awaken socialist subjectivity in its participants
and thereby enlighten them.'"" The government relied on public self-
criticsm campaigns, like Chen's, to reform personnel rather than com-
pletely replace them. Many kindergartens continued to employ existing
staff."* In Beijing, staff had been working at the Fragrant Hills Orphanage
for several de cades; municipal officials underlined information, in reports,
explaining that the mature nannies lacked the energy necessary for child-
care. According to new staff, older women asumed they already under-
stood modern childcare and were unwilling to attend political meetings."
Picking up on these threads, government regulations identified young
women as best “suited” for childcare."™ Government leaders tried to recon-
figure the composition of the teaching population by emphasizing the age
and gender of young, female Han Chinese caregivers—who, still under-
going training, were politically malleable.

In addition to promoting a2 new teaching demographic, the PRC ako
encouraged thought reform among older teachers as part of its larger efforcs
to reeducate the old intelligentsia through “self-education.” Despite the
relatively low status of kindergarten teachers, they nevertheless participated
in rectification campaigns, They actended “daily one-hour group political
study sessions” {beyvond self-study)."® In one kindergarten, teachers arrived

atschool an hour early for study sessions but were often interrupted because
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students were arriving earlier with the lengthening of summer davs; they
moved their political study sessions to coincide with the children’s after-
noon siesta." In these sessions, teachers learned about the Sino-Soviet Pact,
the Marriage Law, and other new policies. They also learned through large
lectures about the revolutionary history of the CCP and the material basis
of historical change. Small-group meetings were the venue for potential
criticismi and self-criticism.

In political education meetings, vounger teachers had an advantage over
older and more experienced teachers, Eddy U points to the importance of
generational divides in conflicts over administrative control of Shanghai
schools in the 1950s."7 Similarly, a kindergarten report from 1950 described
a2 teacher named Zhao, who complained about being displaced after rwenty-
nine years of experience. “However,” the report noted, “through Marxist
self-study and official classes, this teacher was able to reform previous ways
of thinking and admit mistakes.”"™ The archival file further noted misper-
ceptions that criticksm sessions must be disruptive and acrimonious. This
school administrator admitted that older teachers were difficult to reform
but argued that the goal of criticism sessions and Marxist study was per-
sonal reform rather than dismissal; this would become especially true in
the context of teacher shortages in the mid-1950s,

Classroom Discipline and Thought Education

On some level, the critique of Chen facilitated a greater degree of class-
room discipline. One criticism, written by Sun Zhaoying, a former stu-
dent at Shanghais Women's Childhood Normal College, crystallized the
ways that the Christianized elements of Chen’s principles deviated from
new socialism. “In this revolutionary period, a young person should
struggle,” she wrote, but Chen had urged his students instead to “reflect
upon the cross™ and to respond to degrading humiliation with thought-
ful humility, which Sun considered a sign of a “slave™ mentality. Sun
further contended that Christianity devalued teachers” starus and con-
strained their classroom management. “When [in class| a boy shirks his
responsibilities, causing a girl to scold him, and he hits her in response,” she
wirote, it is “clear” to a teacher who is in the wrong, but according to Chen's
principles, the teacher “could not expres too nmuch anger” but needed

“patiently” to explain to the boy his ervor rather than disciplining him."™
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Sun thus alleged that Christianized elements thereby oppresed female
teachers and prevented justice. Her examples also indicated a feminist
stance regarding the power of young women to discipline schoolboys,
Sun’s analysis also followed Cao Fu's notions of empowering teachers to
impart the blueprints of Marxist revolution to students.

The process of thought reform greatly influenced the ways in which even
kindergarten teachers instructed students. Even if some teachers, like Sun,
emphasized a greater degree of top-down discipline, others internalized
the government’s overarching message that reform of individual charac-
ter was posible!™ Semester-end reports in the Beijing Municipal
Archives showed the teachers’ efforts to deal reform “special children”™
into “regulation-abiding children.”

Because children do not come from the same families, some children
manifest special phenomena. For instance, in the morning class for
older children, there are several people who fight and lose their
tempers. . . . Some children are impossible to care for; espedally because
one such child was already seven years old, he had losc all interest in
kindergarten work. [We| held a dizcussion meeting for him undedined by
a different hand with an annotated question mark], and little friends
[children] raised many issues with him, and told him that the teacher
loves and protects all little friends. As a result, he accepted the criti-

cism of the little friends, and was willing to be a good child.™

Here the teacher at the Yongguang Temple Street Kindergarten attributed
students’ bad behavior to their family backgrounds and particular circum-
stances. The child in question had been intractable before his peers criti-
cized him in a discussion meeting; his classmates convinced him to “be a
good child”™ by pointing to the loving protection of their teacher. Already
too mature to enjoy clissroom activities, the student needed another model
of correction; teachers positively reinforced good behavior by co-opting
him as a teacher’s helper. In this example, the benevolent teacher relied on
the support of the entire class to correct misbehavior—as well as to recog-
nize the authority of the teacher, which was understood in terms of kind-
ness rather than discipline,

The extension of these techniques to kindergartners, while based on
published models, was neither conventional nor expected. The teacher’s

report in many ways followed the advice of Zhang Wendou's Elementary
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School Education for Children with Special Needs (here, as above, “special”
referred to behavioral problems).”* As suggested in the book, the teacher
at the Yongguang Temple Street Kindergarten had “investigated ™ the sit-
uation by recording the child’s erratic behavior. Like Zhang, the teacher
had provided some analysis of conditions (such as age) that contributed to
problem behavior. However, Zhang never suprested “discussion meetings™
{taolunfing). In the government’s files, a bureancrat from the Childhood Edu-
cation Bureau had underlined the words “held a discussion meeting™ and
placed a2 question mark in the margins. Thus the bureancrat may have been
surprised or confused by the idea of thought reform for kindergartners. In
circulars, government cadres gainsaid suggestions that middle school and
high school students be entrusted with cthe duty of criticizing teachers;
cadres reasoned that since the students” knowledge of the old society was
superficial, their participation could potentially confuse them rather than
enlighten their teachers.”” If high school students were presumably oo
immatire to accompany teachers to criticism sessions, how could kinder-
gartners reasonably criticize each other (albeitin nuted and friendly “dis-
cussion sessions,” rather than “criticism sessions™)?

If teachers were not required or even encourmged to hold discussion ses-
stons for children, why did they do it? As wartime reports to New York
funders indicated, kindergarten teachers ar the Los Angeles Preschool had
also nsed discussion meetings to correct children’s behavior during the
Yanan Rectification Campaign. Obviously, teachers did not see misbehav-
ing children as “innocent™ to the point that they needed protection from
peer criticism. (And in some ways, peer pressure alleviated teachers’” need
to be authoritarian.) These teachers had also initated applying the model
of their own reeducation campaigns as a form of discipline for their sou-
dents; they thus emploved, in their classrooms, the same disciplinary devices
that had been used to reform their own behavior and ideology.

Monetheless, these reports continued the trend, begun in the Republic,
of privileging the expert advice of teachers over the natural intuition of
parents. In the reference above, Zhang Wendou (the underground Com-
munist who had broken with Chen Heqin after serving as his secretary for
five vears) maintained an interest in child psychology, to explin the prob-
lem behavior of children in terms of their home life, such as their disad-
vantaged position as poor children within the clan, or their intense jealousy
of vounger siblings.”™* These comments {and the structure of analyzing
case studies) echo ROC primers.”* Continning ROC trends, Zhang urged

THE REEDUCATION OF CHILD EXPERTS  |[183]
Brought to you by | The Mational Library of the Philippines
Authenticated
Download Date | 1011319 10:46 PM



that teachers investigate psvchological causes for pupils’ behavioral prob-
lems. In contrast to earlier creative experimentation, Zhang suggested that
teachers place “special children™ in separate clisses. This solution was
bureancratic and institutional rather than confrontational and interven-
tionist. Especially when encountering conflicts with mothers, kindergar-
ten teachers needed to alert first-grade teachers to avoid exacerbating
problenis in elementary school.™ Thus while Zhang incorporated elements
of psychology developed during the Republic, he took a much more insti-
tutional approach in the PRC.

Politics also served as a tool for kindergarten discipline. Teachers resolved
conflicts through the means of storvtelling colored with political innuendos.
At the Dafangjia Hutong Kindergarten, after a six-year-old class clown named
Gao attacked another child with a bicycle wheel, a teacher told a story to
reconcile the two children. After they made peace, the teacher prodded
them: “Whom do we fight?” Both responded: “The GMD reactionaries!™"™
The teachers relied not only on children’s stories but also on the children
themselves to reinforce their understanding of the stories to one another.

Teachers reported that they “enacted thought education™ in the kinder-
garten classroom. Children sang in praise of Chairman Mao and in con-
demnation of “Old Chiang [Kai-shek].™ ™ In reports, teachers described
the language they used to explain Mao's love for children to then:

“Who are our national leaders?™ “Chairman Mao™ is an answer that
all children know |[becanse] teachers tell the children that Chairman
Mao loves children the most. “Do vou know that Chairman Mao
loves little children?™ “Yes, he loves children,” the children not only
answer this question, but they also want to be [the sort of | child whom
Chairman Mao favors. Furthermore, we let the children know that
the reason we can live happily today in kindergartens is because of the
|zeod] formune that Chairman Mao has provided for us. This way, che
lowe that children have for the leaders & true and ardent; children love
their parents, sisters, families, friends, and kindergarten and are even
more willing to live happily. Teachers must emphasize to students:
American imperialists do not want us to be happy, so they have invaded
our neighbor Korea, destroved Korea's kindergartens and preschools,
and killed our littde Korean friends” [i.e., children’s| fachers and moth-
ers; moreover, they still want to invade China '™
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This window on to patriotic education offers a good point of compari-
son with the past. First, these comments continued long-standing (global)
trends elevating politicians into familial roles over the nation’s chil-
dren {(even among social gospelers in the United States). Whereas ROC
journals juxtaposed photographic portraits of Chiang Kai-shek and his
wife (somewhat akin o Japanese customs depicting the emperor and
empress), Chairman Mao was nuch more singularly identified as the
great helmsman and savior, 2 "much higher position,” in Yue Du's his-
torical estimation, “than that of a Parer Parrige.” Du argues that the PRC
fulfilled ROC efforts to cultivate national patriotism through lovalty to
the founding father.™ This vision of patriotic education was rooted in
psvchological principles; as Chen Heqgin had explained in the 1920,
children responded positively to a benevolent father-figure. Second,
the repetition of the word “happiness™ recalls the National Child Wel-
fare Association’s sentimentalization of childhood, especially in rela-
tionship to wartime trauma. Whereas the NCWA tended to emphasize
a natural state of childhood purity, PRC teachers depicted children’s
innocence as blameless political vicdmization at the hands of US,
soldiers.

This example also illuminated the role of teachers. Noting that Ameri-
can soldiers “destroved Korean kindergartens and preschools,” teachers
stressed, by extension, their own importance in mediating between chil-
dren and the state.”™ This picture is political rather than scientific. Teach-
ers protected children but did not research them as extensively within a
distinctive system of knowledge regarding child expertise; instead, the
Women's Federation would marshal educational, medical, and labor sta-
tistics for even more explicitly statist purposes. As the editors of People's
Edusation attacked an older generation of teachers who had been influenced
by Deweyan liberalism, these educators also circumiscribed their own power
by arguing that educational policy should be determined by political val-
ues rather than informed by developmental biology (as observed by teachers
themselves). Although PRC journals continued to publish on pedagogy
under the leadership of Soviet specialists in the 19505, the era of promi-
nent child experts as public intellectuals had passed. Despite growth in the
field of psychology in the eardy 1950s, Cao Fu’s criticisms also foretold the
indictment of the discipline as a bourgeois, derivative human science dur-
ing the Cultural R evolution.
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Conclusion: Teachers, from Cinzens to Comrades

From the perspective of 1950s Comnmnists, child experts like Chen Hegin
had failed to articulate a specifically Chinese vision of eady childhood educa-
ton. PRC educators judged them according to 2 new political definition of
“the people,” and new requirements for national sovereignty and indi-
genization. By accepting foreign funding, Nationalists had allegedly capitu-
lated to US. political hegemony. Their mission schools and welfire centers
were considered conduits of cultural imperialism that would keep Chinese
children as children—that is, dependent. Charity was merely a guise for
contined subservience. Under the employ of these institutions, scholars
had also supposedly unknowingly parroted Deweyan liberalism in ways that
impeded a revolutionary break with Western capitalism. Communists cri-
tiqued Chen’s basic understanding of childhood and development. Chen
had couched race as an inherent marker of difference, and Chineseness as
the dominant habitus. In contrast, politics, rather than race, qualified leaders
as true members of the Chinese polity in the 1950s. In other words, their
criticisni was really based on a shift in terms about what qualified “the people”™
as “Chinese.” As a result, it was somewhat unfair for critics to hold Chen
accountable for regime changes he could never have anticipared.

Chen'’s example was among lirger efforts, in the 1950k and into the 196{s,
by the PRC to transform subjectivity into what Yinghong Cheng calls the
“Socialist new man.” This radicalization required a denial of previous Chi-
nese efforts for Enlightenment reform. As Ryan Dunch argues, the rubric
of cultural imperialism diminishes the agency of the Chinese Christians
who adapted and adjusted Western models.™ Indeed, Communists
reduced Chen to a mere plagiarizer—and, in fact, eliminated the scientific
dimensions of his previous research. They labeled him a “comprador”™ who
mimicked and served white America. Today, especially as elders fret anx-
iously about the prevalence of blond hair dve, K-pop, and cosmetic surgery,
political and social leaders have responded to “spiritual pollution”™ by pro-
moting the resurgence of Confucianism, which had long been so vehe-
mently denigrated by Communists as “feudal ™ It will be difficult to tell—in
this context of growing Westernization under the continuation of Com-
munist leadership—how future generations will define the parameters of
“triue” Chineseness as opposed to “little foreign devils.”
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CHAPTER VII

Women's Mobilization and Childcare
for the Masses

Collective Childeare in the 1950k

espite the new policies of the People’s Republic of China, a myo-
pic focus on change would, 2s Paul Cohen argues, obscure impor-
tant continuities, or enduring problens, acros the “1949 divide.™
Gail Hershatter further demonstrates that a gendered lens provides an
important framework for analyzing periodization, one that more ade-
quately considers personal experiences in “domestic time” as distinct from
political directives in “campaign time.” As advocates, teachers, nurses, and
social workers, women had, across the twentieth century, profoundly
shaped the implementation of modern childhood, but especially as the
social status of male child experts dedined, the state relied increasingly on
women, especially through the Women's Federation, to contend with
perennial obstacles, such as parental resistance.

One reason for these continuities is that the history of the Chinese Coni-
munist Party began nearly three decades before 1949, Inspired by scholar-
ship uncovering the party’s early intellectual diversity, this book points to
the widespread flow of ideas regarding modern childhood across the polit-
ical spectrum, from Mew Cultre paradipms to Chen Heqin's primers,
Child welfare truly attracted broad appeal, despite disagreements over its
construction and implementation. Although critical of mission charity in
the 1920s, the Chinese Communist Party accepted humanitarian funding,
mediated through Allied channels, during World War [1. Cadres did not
adopt wholesale GMD or ULS. notions of a sentimental childhood, but they
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emphasized initiatives, such as medical health in childcare institutions, that
resonated with LS. funders’ standards for modern childeare. Communists
independently promoted their own aesthetic of 2 happy, modern childhood.
Like the Sowviets, they envisioned preschool as the first step away from pri-
vate family life and toward social collectivization. Political education was
conveyed not only through curricular content but through classroom rela-
tionships. And vet preschools and kindergartens charged tuition and were
not guaranteed by the state. Given these economic barriers, how could
the children of peasants and factory workers diversify the “big family™ of
the kindergarten?

The CCP’s political goals added urgency across 1949 to the enduring
imne of distribution. One legacy of American funding was a focus on invesc-
ing in “demonstration centers” with high-quality care. During the Civil
War, prestigious childcare institutions evacuated from Yan'an, and they
eventually relocated to major urban areas after 1949, This institutional con-
tinuity illustrates the Chinese state’s ongoing difficulty with reconciling
early childhood education for the elite and for the disadvantaged. Under
the ROC, the National Child Welfare Association had actempted to redress
basic social inequalities through humanitarian aid by projecting middle-
class values throngh welfare institutions. In contrast, the PRC sought to
overturn inherited notions of clas privilege through politcal education.
Mevertheless, the PRC retained the ROC strategy of subsidizing elite “key
schools™ and maintained government entitlements.” Cadre schools posed a
problem regarding how yvourh would learn to interact with the masses.

Financial constraints hindered not only an ideological commitment to
educate the masses but also an economic mandate to alleviate women’s bue-
dens. Childcare remained primarily (female) gendered work ouside of the
home, as well as within it. As industrialists had predicted, the promise of
daycare as an instrument for mobilizing female labor found greater frui-
tion with a relatively strong state Commmunists continued wartime trends,
alleviating the traditional burdens of daughters-in-law to allow voung
women to work . As Hershatter shows, the Women's Federation helped the
state to intervene in the daily lives of women. In some sense, the federa-
tion inherited from the Women's Advisory Council, as well as social work-
ers of the past, techniques of overseeing institutions and visiting homes.”
The early 1950s represented a temporary decline in volunteerism, as those
roles were assumed instead by the Women's Federation.® Much in keeping
with WAC, the Women’s Federation promoted preschool education of
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children in institutions outside the home in order to mobilize the female
work force and modernize the Chinese econoniy. This move also provided
the state with greater access to children at an earlier age. Child welfare thus
contributed to the construction of the modern Chinese state.

Female Mobihzanon and the Women's Federation

In the May Fourth era, Chinese intellectuals had noted the importance of
public childcare as a remedy for social ills” During the Yan‘an period, the
Chinese Communist Party celebrated what Kimberley Ens Manning calls
“Marxist Maternalist Equalicy.™ Yet women like Ding Ling criticized lead-
ers for their inattention to women’s double burden and pointed to the
need for instittional support. Perhaps as a result, leaders began to priori-
tize boarding preschools for cadre children in 1942, Whereas the ROC, in
keeping with the NCWA, envisioned social workers as supporting rather
than replacing the family, the Women's Federation more directly assumed
some traditional responsibilities of the family.

Throughout the 195k Communists opened ever more preschools and
kindergartens as a means to liberate the female workforce” Through its
Department of Welfare for Women and Children, the Women’s Federa-
tion supervised these institutions." Through its Department of Propaganda
and Education, it printed material on subjects that ranged from model
female workers to infant care. Using information derived from preschools,
the federation published and diseminated books on childcare; thus it con-
tinued the trend, since the Shanghai Kindergarten Society of the late Qing
dvnasty, to publicize research on childhood gathered from schools. In con-
trast to the ROC period, this information did not promote public child
expertise (as nongovernmental authority) so much as it facilitated greater
efficiency in explicitly statist projects.

The Women's Federation included elite, educated women and Chris-
tian converts," Established in March 24, 1949, it accepted as institutional
mem bers the Women's Federations in Liberated Areas, Women's Christian
Temperance Union, ¥ WCA, and Women’s Friendship Association. By
accepting women from former Nationalist and Christian organizations, it
sheltered some women (often the wives of midlevel cadre) with undesie-
able class backgrounds.” The Women's Federation thus facilitated histori-

cal continuity with women’s charities. Membership in the organization
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appeared as a qualification on applications to become school administra-
tors.” Under the supervision of the CCP, the federation trained women to
become local cadres ™

The top leadership of the Women's Federation held concurrent roles in
other political bureaus, which reinforced ties to the government. For exam-
ple, Cai Chang (1927-20019) was the chair of the Women's Federation and
concurrently head of the Women's Movement Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party. Cai had overseen women’s industrial production dur-
ing the war and had criticized Ding Ling for complaini ng about the dou-
ble burden of women in Comnmnist base areas.!® Vice-chairs included
Minister of Public Health Li Dequan (1896-1972) and Minister of Justice
Shi Liang {(1900-1985). Shi had played an integral role in the development
of the Mational Association for Refugee Children, a United Front organi-
zation during the war. Honorary chairs included Song Qingling, who had
advocated on behalf of Communist-area childcare centers during and after
the war and then become vice president of the Central People’s Govern-
ment, and He Xiangning (1879-1972), head of the Overseas Chinese Affairs
Bureau." Delia Davin argues chat these interlocking positions predisposed
the Women's Federation to accept the major interests of the party.” By
extension, the federation facilitated government appropriation of eady
childhood education for state purposes.

By the mid-1950s municipal departments of education provided an
external check on the Women's Federation’s leadership of preschools and
child welfare stations.™ Political scientists often consider organizations like
the Women's Federation or the Communist Youth League as government-
organized nongovernmental organizations. Sustained and therefore con-
strained by the state, such organizations generally follow “tacit sanctioning
behavior” by acting on behalf of the state.” As the previous examiple of the
NOCWA indicates, Nationalist charities had also sought connections to
ROC leadership. Both the NCWA and the Women's Federation were rel-
atively autonomous during periods of state weakness and derived anthor-
ity from their efforts to support state governmentality; as regimes became
more entrenched in power, these organizations (as Elisabeth Croll notes in
the case of the Women's Federation) subsequently declined.®”

As women set off to work in the 1950k, childcare facilities proliferated.
The Women's Federation helped to expand cthe number of daycare cen-
ters from the existing 147 facilities in 1949 to 15,701} in 1952; women work-

ers increased threefold during that period. Among these daycare facilities,

[180] PART II: CHILD EXPERTS AMD THE CHIMESE STATE

Brought to you by | The Mational Library of the Philippines
Authenticated

Download Date | 1011319 10:46 PM



2,738 were factory daycare centers; 4,345 were neighborhood-based; and
148,204} were “busy season™ agricultural daycare centers serving roughly
850,004 children whose mothers were working in the fields in the country-
side.” Davin asserts that “créches and nurseries were a natural extension
of such arrangements” of ad-hoc babysitting, “especially [with] the forma-
tion of mumal-aid teams and co-operatives.™ Thus, as institutions, they
shared many similarities with prewar and wartime rurl cooperatives. One
difference was in the tmining—at least according to Zhang’s prescriptions—
of young girls as scientifically informed helpers. In the countryside, these
“busy season’” or “nmtual help” daveare centers emploved older, often illit-
erate, ladies in exchange for extra meals or personal gifts.™* During the
expansion of preschools in agricultural areas during the Great Leap For-
ward, the educational background of caregivers further declined. ™ Here we
can see a growing distinction between daycare staff and kindergarten teach-
ers, who were recognized for academic credentials and were awarded for
excellence. ™

The Women's Federation vigorously argued that the instiutionalization
of childcare spurred women to greater economic production. The federa-
tion offered specific examples of increased productivity from female work-
ers after their children entered a factory preschool: from twenty vards to
thirty yards of cotton per day in a Shanghai textile mill, and even from
twenty to one hundred nets per day for one particular “model worker.” The
federation commented, “According to the statistics of the créche of the same
factory, in April 1949, the productive efficiency of the 985 female employ-
ees there increased by 65 percent since they were able to send their children
to the new factory créche.”™ The Women's Federation implied that previ-
ous effores had failed because of poor conditions that had not overcome
mothers’ suspicions.

The federation reassured mothers about the quality of care. For exam-
ple, Childcare and Woamen's Hygiene noted, “Women were at first reluctant
to send their children to dayeare . . . but after an initial group of women
sent their children, the other mothers saw how clean and fat the children
were, so they were then willing to send their children as well” According
to the organization, once the mothers actively supported the preschool,
their children grew healthier and livelier.™ Thus, as in wartime daycare
centers, the physical well-being of children demonstrated the superior
methods of scientific childcare. As places where children grew rotund and

robust, there was also a social welfare dimension to induostrial créches and
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“remiporary nurseries and kindergartens” in the countryside. In the words
of cadre, “The coming of the commune [in the Great Leap Forward] has
in particular basically solved the problems of those who lack labour power
but have many children to feed ”**

Of course, we should be skeptical of these fantastic reports, published as
much to persnade women and officials to support childcare as to record
results. Despite overt comments on the part of the Women's Federation,
oral reports indicated that women, especially in the countryside, were
uncomfortable leaving children in daycare, preferring instead to bring chil-
dren with them or to place them with relatives.™ Wang Zheng argues
convincingly through oral histories that archival materials have often con-
cealed the “guiet resistances”™ of female members.™ Although the Wom-
en’s Federation celebrated the social achievement of persuading women to
place children in daveare, it may be that women were much more resistant
than the federation sugpests,

One potential reason for maternal resistance was the need to breastfeed.
In the 19205 the CCP had supported the Pudong Weavers” Strike in their
demand for the right to breastfeed atr work,™ By the 195(s, howewver, the
Women's Federation discouraged workers from bringing infants onto
factory floors. Individual companies experimented with solutions, One fac-
tory in Shanghai allowed female workers into the nursery to breastfeed
their infants for up to “a half an hour at most.” During that time, the staff
lectured the mothers on hygiene and childrearing. The federation reported
a dialogue between the two groups: “Some of the mothers said to the nan-
nies, ‘How tired are vou after a day of caring for the children?” The child-
care workers responded, "Simply do your best to increase production, and
it doesn’t matter if we are a lictle bit cired.” This [response| moved the moth-
ers even more, and the managing director, Dong Xinzhen, said to every-
oneg, ‘'The childcare workers [baoyuypuan] treat our children so well that we
need to be even more diligent in production in order to express our
thanks!" ™ This somewhat stifled language points to the awkwardnes of
the power dynamics in the breastfeeding room. Nevertheless, the dialogue
indicates that urban factory workers had become acculturated to the idea
of dayecare. The factory manager included herself with the pronoun “our”
to show that she, too, benefited. Women participated as leaders in manag-
ing industrial discipline by putting infants in créches and enforcing, rather
than merely following, regulations about scheduled breastfeeding. Although

an initiative rather than a regulation, regular breastfeeding breaks were
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championed by the Women's Federation—not only for the health of the
infants but also for the democratization of social relationships in the fac-
tory.” As the proletarian owners of the means of production, female work-
ers were theoretically in control.

Whenever mothers truly were in control, they presumably succeeded
in running efficient collective daycare. For example, 2 small-group cell of
the Women Workers’ Organization of Shanghai started a collective day-
care to allow working mothers to share the burdens of childcare.™ As with
the Mationalists during the war, credit was accorded to women at the grass-
roots for initiating such projects. According to a municipal report, fenuale
comrades first voiced the issue at 2 Women’s Federation meeting. They
funded the drive to create the daycare center. One comrade donated the use
of her own home and two-thirds of the expenses for dayeare, while another
covered the remaining one-third. Together, they opened the Shanghai Heng-
feng Private Kindergarten.™ Mothers” initatives notwithstanding, the
Women's Federation oversaw these projects.

But what about wayward workers? Labor alone did not indicate political
identity. The history of Mationalist patronage dogged certain factories. In
internal memos, the Women's Federation condemned these laborers as
counterrevolutionaries, According to an internal memo in 1949, in a fac-
tory formerly subsidized by the ROC, female workers “dreamed of mar-
rying cadres, just as they had once dreamed of marrving bureancrats™
“Bureancrats” seems to refer to the imperial era, but the ROC had pro-
vided employment as 2 kind of benefit to women with husbands in the
military. Chinese Communists implicitly accused MNationalists of having
fostered expectations for handouts based on political identity. Ironically,
the PR.C continued ROC trends rewarding partisan loyalty with employ-
ment while punishing, in Janet Chen's terms, “indulgence.”™ Political shifts
had redefined who was parasitic or patriotic but did not fundamentally
challenge these categories.

Like the WAC, the Women's Federation also guided training programs
for childcare staff. As they had during the war, cadres evaluated reluctance
o labor as 2 symptomatic of women’s ideological failings. In an internal
memo, the federation disapprovingly wrote about women's workers desire
to acquire new skills for upward mobility {and thus their expressions of
discontent with physical labor).™ Especially at the level of daycare, child-
care remained an undesirable job, and the Women's Federation complained

when women refused low-skilled jobs in the field. For example, in a
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published report, the federation criticized the voung women of Jinsui who
resisted training in childcare:

At first, most of the mothers had the mentality of simply shipping oft
their children and were not willing to partake in childcare work,
Some feared that once they entered the profession [of childcare], they
would not be able to leave it; others dismissed the job, saving that it
“had no future,” even saving that it was something for family rela-
tions and firming women to deal with. Ar che same time, there were
some who were willing to manage children’s groups, and some child-
less female comrades took the attitude of spectators, and others had
no confidence in the project: “Female comrades, after all, are only a
farce |pitai xi], and cant do it!” Thus, there was a need to combat

these mental obstacles [sixiang zhangai.™

This report depicted mothers not as distrustful of the créches but as simply
uninterested in their own duties of mothering. Otherwise, there are many
echoes berween this report and those of the Los Angeles Preschool in war-
time Yarwan. In both cases, cadres accused female staff of fearing that child-
care had “no future.” In another continuity with Yan'an, cadres ascribed
women’s fears to “mental obstacles™ or ideological confusion. In both cases,
caregivers improved only when they understood the political value of their
social contribution. Furthermore, the viability of yvoung women’s economic
contributions was linked to the placement, and the care, of children our-
side the home.

This speaks to the issue of the valuation of childcare as a profession. Like
the Mationalists, the Women's Federation sought to train childcare work-
ers. But the federation also replaced ROC social workers as mediators
between families, schools, and the state. Given that CCP administrators
were complaining of the glur of overqualified social workers trained by che
Mationalists, the povernment cleady sought to introduce new personnel
to an effort to restructure state access to children. Whereas MNationalists
pushed for institution building and scholarships for higher education, the
Women's Federation funded publications and institutionalized group meet-
ings.*" Or, as Miriam Gross demonstrates in the arena of public health,
political egalicarianism allowed the PRC w challenge scientific experts
while promoting popular science ¥ Mevertheless, in a culture that so highly
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valued education, the Women's Federation implicitly lowered the social
standing of childcare workers, especially as opposed to primary school
teachers.™

The federation also handled special cases of institutional mismanage-
ment. For example, it assumed leadership of the Shengci Preschool of Bei-
jing during its legal controversies, Shengei was founded in 1942 by 2 woman
named Zhao Shixia, whose training at Huabei Medical School substantiated
her credentials in infant care. Shengei housed fifty-five displaced children
ages two o thirteen. All had families, exceprt eight wards who “belonged
to the institution.”™ In February 1950, after a doctor confirmed that a kin-
dergartner from the school was seriously ill, his mother joined three others
o sue Zhao. At court, Zhao’s perceived connections to Japanese collabora-
tors may have hurt her. A slew of accusations dogged her: failing to quar-
antine sick children, reserving medical rations for teachers rather than
distributing them to children, watering down the children’s powdered milk,
and even selling orphans.® While Zhao faced criminal charges, the Womni-
en’s Federation directed the Board of Trustees.” The federation submitted
detailed lists of monthly expenditures to ensure the proper running of the
school while waiting for the repayment of embezzled funds *

This exceptional and lengthy case expressed ongoing parental concerns
about mistreatment, especially maloucrition, and even kidnapping The
Women's Federation intervened to assuage parental fears as well as to ele-
vate the quality of care. As missionaries had also found, parental fears were
difficult to assuage, especially in the countryside. Even in 1958, rumors cir-
culated in the relatively rural Chaovang district of Beijing that mothers
would not be allowed to breastfeed in new daycare centers, and that boys
were being kidnapped for adoption in the Soviet Union to rectify its gen-
der imbalance.” These rumors reflect long-standing anxiety about Chi-
na’s relative disadvantage in relation to foreign powers, which endured
despite the disappearance of missionaries and perhaps reflect mounting ten-
sions with the Soviets. In Chaovang, women reportedly cried, “1f vou want
to take my child, vou will have to kill me first!”™* Given parental resistance,
cadres noted approvingly when women enrolled children in preschools. ™
The Women's Federation had argued that well-run preschools would grant
mothers the peace of mind necessary for efficient production, but these
examples illustrate that mothers, especially those in relatively rural areas,
contimed to harbor suspicions about institutional childcare.
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Developing Regulanons

Aside from the interventions of the Women's Federation, early childhood
education was overseen on the municipal level. In Beijing, preschools
reported to the Municipal Deparmment of Health, while kindergartens
reported to the Municipal Board of Education {then called the Wenjiaoju).
The government also created a Bureau of Childhood Education (You-
jiaoke) to coordinate health and educational files on preschool and kin-
dergarten education. These distinctions indicated that kindergartens
sometimes fell into the category of academic learning, and sometimes into
the category of public health. In previous eras, schools and child welfare
centers had adjusted age divisions according to the contingent numibers of
children in attendance, but local governments slowly developed uniform
standards.

The Women's Federation justified reforms by referring to the pro-tem
constitution of 1949 as an impetus for change. When establishing clinics
or publishing books, the federation cited article 48, promoting public health
and safeguarding the health of mothers, infants, and children. Educational
policy dovetailed with constitutional law. Article 42 called for love of
fatherland, the people, labor, science, and public property as the “five loves™
educational campaign. These themes had already appeared in wartime
Yan'an but were further developed in a series of conferences from 1949 to
1951, with feedback from schoolteachers who experimented with the
program *” Thus this campaign grew organically. Nevertheless, these arti-
cles in the pro-tem constitution were replaced with relatively vague
wuidelines in the official constitution on September 20, 1954, and reflecred
the difficulty of mandating such policies ™ The Women's Federation acted as
an enforcement mechanism in helping to execute some of these directives.

Whereas child advocates had striven to protect kindergareners from adule
labor in the 1930, Communists more explicitly embraced labor as a con-
duit for political education. In the Five-Love Educational Movement,
teachers fostered “a love of labor™ and a positive “labor attitnde.” Teachers

LIRS

defined kindergartners’ “work”™ primarily in terms of cleaning up after

themselves. After attending kindergarten, children purportedly volunteered
with household chores, Teachers approvingly reported that “the litde friends
[children] all volunteer to help their comrades move desks and chairs,”™

thus adding a political dimension to the simple cooperation of kindergarten
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life. When students tarried in the school vegetable plot, teachers noted,
“Our kindergartners love labor to an extreme,” and reminded them of the
need to stdy.™ Instead of conching children’s joy in the ourdoors asa “nat-
ural” characteristic of childhood, as Chen Heqin had done, these teachers
categorized gardening as “labor™ in a Marxist political context, Thus, the
lighthearted complaint that kindergartmers were overzealous in their love for
“labor™ seriously affirmed this work as important training for future ser-
vice to China. The focus on “inculcating good habits™ is reminiscent of
childhood psychology in the era of the Republic, despite important differ
ences in the projected goal.

The collection of data about families, a trend throughout the twentieth
century, culminated in regulations and practices by the PRC. Private kin-
dergartens and preschools directly reported each semiester to the Munici-
pal Board of Education. In these reports, administrators and teachers
responded to questions published in periodicals. With varying degrees of
specificity, the reports evaluated political study sessions among teachers and
their implementation of educational directives.™ As in the Republic, teach-
ers monitored stmdents’ health, performed medical examinations, and
recorded height and weight. But they also systematically enumerated—
sometimes with pie charts and graphs—the sociceconomic backgrounds
of parents, which they passed along to the municipal government in cheir
semester reports. These socioeconomic categories varied and were some-
times idiosyncratic. Government officials then retabulated this information
into larger statistical data about the socioeconomic composition of schools,
Even though the ROC had also monitored schools, PRC kindergarten
reports sometimes included individual names of children with special dis-
ciplinary problems and thus reached a much more detailed level of over-
sight. Perhaps school records were integrated into government dossiers.®

The detail was overwhelming. The Beijing Municipal Government
addressed the practical problem of processing paperwork from so many
smiall, private kindergartens. In 1950 the central government began a pro-
gram of directly monitoring only selected kindergartens but complained
about the level of minute narrative detail seemingly unrelated o political
concerns.® Outside of these special cases, school administrators began to
provide more streamlined reports to the municipal government over the
next decade. Administrators filled in the blanks of preprinted forms rather
than extemporaneously responding to general questions. For example,

forms later provided tables about the numbers of ethnic minorities and
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socioeconomic groups among the students and faculty rather than allow-
ing teachers to compose their own responses.” This process reflects, as
Thomas Mullaney observes, a growing standardization of ethnic catego-
ries. In addition to their work in schools, kindergarten and elementary
school teachers often helped conduct census work with household regis-
tration.™ PRC teachers, especially primary school teachers with a relatively
higher status than dayeare staff, thus asumed somie of the data-collection
functions of ROC social welfare workers in the previous era.

In the early 1950s teachers began to employ class analysis as a lens to
understand their students. One teacher wrote that her unspoiled, working-
class students walked to class, even in the rain, at the Yongguang Kinder-
warten; government officials highlighted complaings in chis particular report
about insufficient funds for vaccinations and health programs.® However,
most private-kindergarten teachers admitted that their students had acquired
improper attitudes from their elite upbringing. Elite parents could be guilry
of either overregulating or underpolicing their children. In 1950 Yiwen
Kindergarten complained that when “parents watch over their children too
carefully, even though their children seem to understand martcers and can
talk about hygiene, the children are spoiled and retiring, and show no signs
of loving hard work or the masses™, when artistic and bohemian “parents
have completely loosened their grip on their children, the children seem
refined . . . but do not follow the rules™ In other words, elite parents
understood the science of modern childcare but had the wrong kind of sen-
timental enchantment regarding childhood. Teachers linked parental class
background to children's psychological disposition.

Acces to preschools also reflected preexisting socioeconomic patterns,
In 1950 the Beijing Municipal Government mapped all the city’s schools,
from kindergartens to middle schools and factory schools, by district and
also charted plans to establish schools within the first Five-Year Plan.”
Although the disributon appeared o be equitable when sorted by dis-
trict, the map visually showed that schools were clustered in economically
prosperous neighborhoods. The government faced logistical difficulties
when staff had long commutes.™ When archivists in the Beijing Munici-
pal Archives viewed the map, they voluntarily commented to me that Bei-
jing continues to suffer from this unequal distribution; they still found it
difficult in the cwenry-first century to find preschools and kindergartens
in the relatively underdeveloped southwestern quadrant of the city. Yet the

existence of this map, coupled with government incentives to private
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citizens to open daycare, indicates that the government recognized the need
to address geographical equity in access to daycare.

In Beijing, kindergartens expanded enrollment in order to bring the
advantages of childcare to a greater number of people, especially the work-
ing class. [n terms of kindergartens in Beijing, from 1949 there was growth
in the number of municipal and work-unit kindergarcens but a slight reduc-
tion in private kindergartens; one additional elite, national-level kinder-
garten for cadre children (beginning at ages two and three) had been
established in the intervening years.™ This resulted in increasing numbers
of clases offered by municipal, affiliated, and private kindergartens and
indicates, by contrast, the privileged category of natiomal-level boarding
kindergartens for cadres.” The number of kindergartners rose from 1,312
children in 1949 to 2 509 in 1953 in municipal kindergartens; 663 in 1949
to 2,042 in 1953 in private kindergartens, and no children in work-unit
kindergartens at the start of the PRC to 1,231 by the end of 1949 {since this
type of institution was a PRC invention). By contrast, the nunmiber of chil-
dren in national-level kindergartens increased only from 28() in 1949 to
364 in 1953 In terms of teaching personnel, the number of staft at all
schools increased, but at a far greater ratio per student for national-level
schools than for private schools.”™ These numbers indicate that resources
were concentrated in natonal-level kindergartens from 1949 1o 1953, espe-
cially relative to other types of kindergartens. Furthermore, to facilitate
the ultimate goal of mobilizing the female workforce, the government pri-
oritized preschools for cadre and facrory workers.

Asin the wartime Yan'an, administrators emphasized discipline, espe-
cially of teachers. In 1949 government files reported that extant schools
lacked order.” Kindergartens and preschools were reorganized with greater
oversight by administrators as well as more input from teachers.® For exam-
ple, the Beijing Municipal Women’s Federation organized the June First
Kindergarten (formerly the Los Angeles Preschool) according to interlock-
ing divisions of teachers and administrators, with each group meeting once
every twoweeks; in conferences, teachers and staff discussed their “research™
on childhood and childrearing issues, engaged in “criticism and self-
criticisny,” and reviewed the leadership of the small-cell groups. The divi-
ston heads, who also met once every twoweeks, discussed their observations
of the teachers and reviewed sugrestions proposed by teachers.™ Teachers
created more detailed curricula, and schools outlined regular menus

according to nutritional guidelines.™
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The Beijing municipal government proposed changing the term for
“kindergartens” from “childish gardens™ { pouzfiyuan) to “children’s gardens”
(youerpuan) as early as 1950, in part becanse kindergartens needed to be less
“childish ™ and nnruly™ Assessing trends, administrators aimed to “change
the dassroom atmosphere of unruly, screaming children™ and old practices
of “spoiled habits.”™ The ethos of health and discipline and the sensibility of
communalism and regimentation structured even the kindergarten dass-
room. Thus in the 1950s regulations emphasized health and hygiene, enforced
through strict discipline, rather than the play and exploration that had rela-
tively distinguished Chen Heqin's kindergartens in the 192(s.

Demands for access mitigated against the desire for quality and over-
sight. In the 19505 government laws encouraged the private expansion
of kindergartens to meet the needs of working parents. Because of eco-
nomic constraints and social need, the government gave latitude to early
childhood education and rewarded private citizens who established kin-
dergartens with prizes and plaques™ There was a far greater demand than
supply. For example, in Bejjing in July 1954 there were 1030 applicants but
only 190 spaces available for the Dafangjia Hutong Kindergarten, When
kindergartens became full-day schools, they often explained the change
in terms of the need to mobilize the female workforce™ In 1956 the Bei-
jing Municipal Deparmment of Education wrote, “There are diverse types
of kindergartens and there is no need, at present, to unify or standardize
them.”™ As Eddy U notes, by the mid-1950s the need for middle school
teachers resulted in 2 loosening of the standards for the political background
of teachers™

Polinical Dimensions of Kindergarten Science

As Ruch Rogawski argues, public hygiene offered the state a foothold to
promote a greater degree of oversight ™ In the ROC era, child experts used
hygienic and scientific aspects of modern childhood to justify intervening
in factory floors, domestic spaces, and family life. Like the NMCWA, the
Women's Federation associated preschool institutionalization with factory
safety, and the government filed provisions for the creation of preschools
for working mothers under the same rubric as facrory safery and accident
prevention.™ Such regulations also increased factory discipline and were

part of a larger goal of modernizing the economy according to scientific
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standards {through, for example, the specialization of labor by skilled
workers).

Teachers echoed the constitutional goal of “imparting a love of science™
and hygiene (as one of the “five loves™) in a new political relationship to
children. As Megan Greene shows, the ROC had long emphasized science
education.™ What was perhaps new were, as Miriam Gross indicates, polit-
ical relationships in the process of learning™ Manv teachers focused on
the importance of workers and soldiers as new clientele. For example, in
the words of private kindergarten teachers in a 1950 municipal report:
“Another misconception that we had in the past was that we felt satisfied
with ourselves because we worked hard every day, and we were never late
arriving or early leaving, so we could consider ourselves good citizens. Now
we tnderstand that this is not enough. . . . Workers and soldiers do so much
for us, and we need to guide them in loving science and improving their
hygienic habits. Only by accomplishing this can we be considered teach-
ers of the people.”™

If teachers and students had transitioned from subjects to citizens dur-
ing the early Republic, PRC teachers clearly saw themselves as transforni-
ing from citizens to comrades. Like the childcare workers in Shanghai
factory créches, kindergarten teachers reportedly envisioned a reciprocal
relationship among labor clases. As “teachers of the people,” they popu-
larized science education and integrated hygiene into the daily habits of
children of workers and soldiers.

While allowing more children of workers into kindergartens, the
government challenged teachers” attitudes about those parents. In politi-
cal reform meetings, teachers recognized that, during the previous
regime, they had served middle-class housewives due to their own “petry
capitalist class consciousness.” Some teachers admitted to having favored
“white, plump, pretty, and clean children”™ but realized, while accepting
students according to new recruitment guidelines, that they needed o
“care for workers’ children” and restrain their inclination to favor the
plump white children of the elites.™ Teachers often repeated that they
now needed o “serve the children of workers and soldiers.”™ In 1951 the
government passed legislation recognizing the importance of early child-
hood education, especially from the standpoint of facilitating the economic
and political contributions of working parents.™ From 1952 to 1958 enroll-
ment of students of proletarian and peasant origins steadily climbed in

universities, from 20L46 to 36.42 percent.™ As kindergartners, these
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students often arrived with a more diverse set of emotional and physical
needs than wealthy children.™ {Ironically, this situation may have con-
tributed to the impression among new kindergarten teachers that chey
were inheriting an nnruly institution from the ROC) Thus an important
aspect of reeducating teachers was to direct their sympathy and attention
to the needs of students from previously less privileged socioeconomic
backgrounds, who were newly favored among applicants to private
kindergartens.

Teachers mediated berween family and state to help the povernment
with its childhood vaccination campaigns. Vaccinations had been integrated
into Chen Hegin's Drum Tower Kindergarten curriculum in the 1920s,
and the NCWA had provided free vaccinations on Children’s Day in the
193(ks. Teachers continued these trends. For instance, in one private kin-
dergarten in 195}, teachers “used red balls and praise as incentives for chil-
dren to comply with vaccination shots; sometimes, when the children resist,
the teachers model for the stndents™ According to teachers, parents were
initially reluctant to vaccinate their children from tuberculosis with the
experimental drug BOG. But after school administrators offered a lecture
and promises to pav for hospital fees if the children experienced any nega-
tive side effects, parents vaccinated not only their kindergartners but also
the younger siblings in their families.™ Thus, with the help of teachers,
kindergartens provided a venue for govermment campaigns that inter-
vened into the realm of family life. In Women’s Federation publications, the
director of the Children’s Hospital in Beijing claimed that the government
had “fundamentally eliminated™ diseases like smallpox through public
health campaigns and also reported that infant mortality dropped from
1249 per thousand in 1948 to 46.1 per thousand in 1954, He stated, 1 firmly
believe that in our prosperous and happy big family under socialism, all
children will be able to enjov a happy and healthy childhood, and grow into
well-developed men and women.™ What was new was the gnise of specifi-
cally socialist collectivization.

Teachers integrated science and political education. In an article for a
eovernment educational journal, one teacher advocated reinforcing polic-
ical messages through the curriculum and included an example about pro-
tecting national property in a lesson about personal hygiene (Her message
recalls a psychologists advice from the 1920s that waditional, multigen-
erational, and multibranch “big families” give children toothbrushes as
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personal property in a capitalist society;” here, the desired objective was
state collectivization rather than bourgeois ownership.) Likewise, in archi-
val reports to the municipal government, teachers reporced drafting polic-
ical slogans in science lessons. For example, ina lesson on combating pests,
a group of kindergartners volunteered observations and comments that
culminated in the following lines:

Swatting a fly seems like [throwing] a hand grenade;
Fight, quickly slap, slap.

Don’t wait for it to lay eggs.

More and more [flies] come to harm humanity,
Quickly strike the enemy.

The teacher was obviously impressed with the powerful imagery of war-
fare. The slogan associated pest control with combat. The forceful image
of the hand, chimed the report, “was one that the teachers would never
have imagined.”

Were the children really so innovative? Ruth Rogawski observes that
such slogans were quite common during the Korean War™ Although the
class must have regularly sung about Chinese comrades in Korea,™ the
teacher credited her students. When she proudly described their enthusi-
asm, initiative, and ongoing class discussions to revise these slogans, the
teacher may have been pointing, in keeping with Sigrid Schmalzer’s con-
clusions regarding agricultural technology, to the incorporation of applied
knowledge with theory, and the collective socialist approach to amassing
knowledge* After one child commented that his mother “said to spray
DDT,” the children decided to add the lines:

Throughout the kitchen and bathroom, we spray DDT
and reduce the enemy thoroughly,™

In Chinese, the word-compound for “enemy™ (diren) contains the element
of “person,” so the original implies a transitdon from the pestilent insect to
the human foe. As James Pusey argues, patriotic thetoric dehumanized
political outsiders with animal metaphors.™

In the report, the teacher emphasized the voices of the students them-
selves and named each child individually as a contributor to a larger
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discussion about pests and politics. Thus the class worked as a committee
to create content that the teacher deemed to be more imaginative than,
and thus superior to, top-down curricula. Her attitude reflects other teach-
ers’ comments about the kindergartners, who were deemed more “revolu-
tonary” and “progressive” than their old-fashioned teachers. These teachers
may have simply been exaggerating the importance of political education
to impress municipal officials. In the context of public criticisms of edu-
cators, teachers may have been effacing their own roles by depicting chil-
dren as the vanguard of the clhisroom. The creative authorship of the
students may never be entirely clear, but these classroom strategies con-
tributed to the development of “scripts” for childhood performance.

As in the Soviet Union, Chinese kindergarten teachers expected chil-
dren to be on the forefront of a2 new revolutionary vanguard that would

29T

“transform parents.”™” Teachers provided officials not only with examples
of how parents shaped children but also how children influenced parents.
In 1950} at the Dafangjia Hutong Kindergarten, for instance, a report
asserted, “Because of the paeents’ |[word struck and replaced in docu-
ment| family’s negative influence, there are also those who dislike labor,
but for these little friends [ie. children], the teachers have already had
contact with the elders in order to enact education in a timely manner.”
This revision in the document reflected the reality that it was often the
grandparents and other family members—rather than merely the parents—
who cared for young children at home, The report also offered two
examples of ways that children positively influenced their parents. When
one child was walking with his mother past a flag-raising ceremony, he
instructed her to stop at attention; the mother related this story to his
teachers, who praised the student for his patriotism. The report was care-
fill to note that these children were helpful and respectful to their elders,
even when one child, for example, refused to drink the cold water that
his mother had given him because, according to his teachers, only boiled
water was hygienic™ Their emphasis on tact surely underscores an effort
to ameliorate the tensions that arose when teachers contradicted parents
(and recalls the Nationalists” emphasis on the need for social workers
give parents “face,” or respect, during house visits). In these stories, par-
ents were sometimes less willing to listen to the advice of the teachers
than to cave to the directives of children.
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A Model Kindergarten

Yan'an continued to inspire educational practices in the PRC. After 1949
Yan'an's child welfare institutes transferred campuses to Xi'an and Beijing,
as well as retaining a campus in Yan'an.”™ In Beijjing, the school was renamed
June First Kindergarten as a mational-level school. June 1, in fact, became
the new date of Children’s Day in the PRC. The redating of Children’s
Day indicated a break with the bourgeois NMCWA, and ver China con-
tinued to celebrate Children’s Day as a special commemoration of the
importance of children. The selection of June First Kindergarten as a
“model” school was in keeping with not only ULS. funding traditions but
also Soviet precedents in Moscow. As in Stalinist Russia, cadre schools in
the PRC attracted foreign dignitaries from the Soviet bloc. Officials could
have justified investing in these schools as 2 form of diplomacy. However,
as Larry Holmes shows in Rlussia, Soviet schools competed for awards in
contests that advantaged high-performing cadre schools like the No. 25
School in Moscow."™ In contrast, Beijing grappled with the ideclogical
ramifications of creating new privileges for families of cadres. Although
cadre schools mirrored GMD social benefits for military families, cadres
justified these privileges given the socioeconomic disadvantages in their
revolutionary backgrounds. Officials also identified immense difficulties
of eradicating inequality deeply embedded in education. Doing so, they
anticipated some of the debate and criticisms regarding the PRC's new
“caste system,” as later characterized by Yu Luoke ™

Within the unique political jurisdiction of Beijing as both the national
capital and its own province, June First Kindergarten was among few
schools directly subordinate to the central government. The government
in 1952 shifted this kindergarten, along with two elementary schools, from
central to municipal control. The central government would continue to
pay a partial subsidy 1,247,043,844 yuan and expected the municipal gov-
ernment to cover the remaining 8,353,956,156 yuan for the kindergarten,"”
To put these expenses in perspective, the budget for this full-fime kinder-
garten was far greater than the estimated 2,115.05 vuan allocated for the
second-semester 1958 budget of a part-time kindergarten in the Xuanwu
district of Beijing'™ A full-time oursery required extensive funds, and
June First Kindergarten was the premier institution for the children of
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government officials. Especially as the initial Soviet loans dwindled, the
government reevaluated educational costs. The State Council also proposed
eliminating subsidies for middle school normal students from relatively
affluent families'™ As the ROC discerned in the postwar period, it was
difficult to push costs for entitlements onto parents and the municipal level
without some backlash.

In 1957 the municipal government discussed increasing tuition fees to
cover growing costs, or otherwise finding ways to reduce the costs of cadre
schools."® Cadre parents directly protested to the Beijing mavyor, Peng Zhen
(1902-1997). In a letter, one anonymous parent compliined that the tition
for June First Kindergarten would be raised to 40 RMDB per month; vet
the average cadre’s salary was only 80 o 100 RMB per month, so the
educational expenses of a single child could constitute half of the parents’
income."” Because of pronatalist government policies,"” many cadre fam-
ilies had muldple children, so the midon increases made schooling pro-
hibitive. (T he parent further complained that these fee increases were
announced after the school yvear had started and other schools had already
been filled, so there were no other options available) Because the parent
was familiar with internal government documents, he or she knew that
the government had increased the school budget from 38,189,000 vuan in
1957 to 40,540,000 in 1958 Thus parents’ positions inside the govern-
ment directly influenced their asessment of school policy.

Responding with vehement offense at reports of “special privileges” of
cadre schools, the parent protested aginst labeling all cadre families as elite.
Critics in the central government had warned against forming “a new class
of nobility who were separated from the masses.” In response, the parent
insisted those leaders failed to appreciate the unique childcare needs of ordi-
nary cadre households. Cadre mothers sent “their children to boarding
schools,” the parent wrote, “'not because they hoped to receive special treat-
ment, but because they need to resolve pracrical childcare problems.”” The
parent further parsed class categories to create new divisions, climing that
an analysis of the tuition and salary figures showed that the new tuition
costs would divide the “high-class cadre™ {gaoji gant) from “middle- to
low-level cadre™ (zhongwiaceng ganbu), who would not be able to attend
school at all; thus “high-class cadre will not only be cut off from the masses
but be cut off even from the middle- to low-level cadre.” This assault on
high-level government administration continued: “Furthermore, if ‘™ orth-

ern Sea, ‘June First,” and other kindergartens’ equipment are relatively
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better [than noncadre schools], with some ‘gentrification’ {guizuhng, in
order to impress foreign visitors; this was the illness (maoking) of contem-
porary leaders [who established the schools] and was definitely not the
demand of the kindergartners” parents, so if we push the burden of this
overexpansion onto the shoulders of the parents, it is not entirely fair,™"

Thus the letter writer levied a familiar complaint—that Chinese were
toadying to impress foreign powers—at the government administration
itself. Such accusations had first emerged in terms of Qing dynasty capit-
lation to Western semicolonialism and missionary “dave education,” and
continued with PRC insistence that MNationalists had blindly practiced
“America worship.” The letter writer also incorporated long-standing
Communist claims that the impoverished classes had suffered because of
ROC mismanagement. Both the critique {that cadre elites enjoved special
privileges that had “separated [them] from the masses™) and the response
{that cadres should be further disaggregated into separate subclasses) fore-
shadowed repeated refrains during the Cultural Revolution.

Municipal response to this letter was swift and decisive. The letter was
stamped as urgent, copied, and circulated. Under the leadership of Zhang
Youyu in the Burean of Childhood Education, in cooperation with the
mavyor and vice-mavyor of Beijing, the government committed itself to lower
tuition increases to 5 yuan for living expenses while investigating other
ways to reduce costs." For example, they eliminated school uniforms. Bele
tightening was still a struggle, however. A bus service delivered children
home on weekends, and parents were loath to sacrifice this costly entitle-
ment because the boarding schools were located in remote and idvllic

sulburbs."!

Conclusion

In some ways, the legacy of the Nationalist period had actually helped fur-
ther the statist goals of the PRC. State modernizers had predicted that
preschools would help o galvanize the Chinese economy by allowing
women to work and by facilitating discipline in factories. Preschools would
also help prevent the spread of disease through vaccinations and hygiene.
The PRC continued these modernization projects under the guise of com-
munism and the goal of socialismi. Some of the PRC's successes may also
be attributed to the Mationalists. For example, the Women's Federation had
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miuch greater success in opening industrial preschools than agricultural
daycare centers, and this may have been due to the extensive efforts under-
taken by missionaries and philanthropic associations to convince middle-
class women and factory workers to vaccinate children and send them to
daycare. Especially with the relative demotion of prominent male child
experts in the PRC, childcare at the grassroos level remained women’s
work. Institutional childeare also allowed women to work outside the
home; the government had to rely on private kindergartens to help expand
those opportunities for working women. The Grear Leap Forward con-
tinued and heightened wartime measures of collectivizing the traditional
burdens of daughters-in-law, such as childcare and cooking, to new
EX LPEIEes.

Drespite government measures to bring the benefits of childcare to the
masses, it was difficult to ensure the standards of institutional childecare. In
1949 the gover nment consciously sought to increase opportunities for pre-
viously disadvantaged groups, but there renuined huge discrepancies
between national-level boarding schools like June First and private kin-
dergartens like the Yongpuang Kindergarten. Early childhood education
was meant to acclimate children into society, and cadres in Yaman base
camps had also articulated a vision of kindergartens allowing children to
enter socialist collectivization. Government leaders therefore worked to
forestall the possibility that cadre children at the elite June First Kindergar-
ten would grow up separated from the masses; however, without overnight
care, many cadre mothers would be unable to work. Female mobilization
thus chafed against political education for children in a truly mass-driven
classroom.

By providing parents with additional resources, information, and sup-
port, preschool education had been intended, since the late Qing dynasty,
to buttress “family education™ and the strength of the Chinese family as
the foundation of the state. As Helen Schneider shows, “family education™
modernized in the Republican period and became integral to the “ideol-
ogy of the happy family.” In the revolutionary 1950s the CCP continued
to champion the vision of 2 happy, healthy family, but it was a decidedly
socialist family; thought reform and other new policies encouraged
increased state intervention into domestic life. In educational journals, the
words “happy large family” then referred to the socialist kindergarten.
Maore explicitly than before, voung children were entrusted with educating
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their parents. As regulatory bodies were developing more concrete catego-
ries for overseeing schools, teachers imagined that children could become
leaders in both the family and the chsmom. By downplaying their own
potential culpability, these teachers implicitly contradicted People’s Edu-
cation editors, who had instructed teachers to impart the tools of revolu-
tion to children; however, these teachers also anticipated the role that
these children, as the first generation to grow up under Chinese Cominmu-

nism, would later asume as Reed Guards in the Cualtural Feevolution. "
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Conclusion

tate-sanctioned social engineering projects predate the Cold War.

International competition is an enduring legacy inherited from nine-

teenth- and early twentieth-century nation building, and, in the
case of China, the revolutionary transition from empire to nation-state.'
In the Republic of China, Mationalists envisioned child welfare as poten-
tially benefiting modern economic development and envisioned the state
as based on the bourgeois family and harmonious social relationships. Con-
fidence in this brand of industrial paternalism, Wen-hsin Yeh shows, was
eroded by the devastation of war.® Around the world, postwar reconstruc-
tion promised social welfare,” but the ROC engineered relief programs too
elaborate to sustain. Traditionally ted to the dynastic mandate, problems
with relief must have contributed, in addition to the ROC’s military and
economic problems, to a loss of confidence in the regime, Especially since
1989, the People’s Republic of China has leaned increasingly on “people’s
livelihood,” rather than revolution, as the basis of its legitimacy, providing
a further impetus for the modern developmental state’s investment in high
economic growth.* As Ann Anagnost explains, East Asian boom-and-bust
models push governments around the world to invest in the prospect of
economic miracles in a new knowledge society.” The Chinese state adopts
“neocliberal methods of good governance,” with enhanced capacities for
technocratic “social engineering,” to foster “quality™ citizens® As a result,

increasing pressure is placed on early childhood education, now consumed
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as a luxury product among China's rising middle clas.” Childrearing, as a
social engineering project, has developed in conjunction with shifting
notions of the nation-state, povernmental obligations, and even the nature
of scientific knowledge itself.

In this context of social engineering for state purposes, the Enlighten-
ment project for child welfare has often been ted, somewhat awlowardly,
to political emancipation of various kinds in China. Through the political
revolutions of 1911, 1927, and 1949, teachers promised to liberate Chinese
children from the shackles of the past—from patriarchal tyranny and Con-
fucian empire in 1911, from territorial fragmentation in 1927, and from
global capitalism and class exploitation in 1949, With these promises came
2 sense that previous or competing systems had metaphorically enslaved
children, especially by indoctrinating them with mental frameworks that
suppressed their maturation. A major point of contention across these peri-
ods was how to handle Western influences that entered China through
treaty ports, inherited asa legacy of the Opium Wars. Nationalists adopted
modern Western techniques of governance—such as through hygiene,
policing, and welfare—to demonstrate their ability to administer treaty
ports, 1 goal achieved during wartime in 1943, During the escalation of
the Korean conflict, Communists reevaluated prominent educators as con-
duits of ULS. cultural imperialism. According to the most vehement Com-
minist critiques, educational psychologists like Chen Heqin had reified race
in their endeavor to indigenize U.S. directives as their own; they had over-
looked the ways in which education could facilitate control.

As Cold War Comnmnists like Cao Fu chimed, funding had created
channels of information and influence between U.S. capitalists and the
ROC Matonaliss (and, we may add, wartime and even postwar Commu-
nists); nevertheless, these channels of communication cannot be accurately
maligned as willing subordination or passive reception on the part of the
Chinese. Resisting Anglo-American representations of abject poverty
among Chinese children, Nationalists projected Chinese strength, leader-
ship, and parity with the West. Americans promised donors that they could
leverage aid to promote core values like Christianity, democracy, and eco-
nomic liberalism, but the Chinese often countered with slightly different
strategies or priorities; indigenization was a complex process that included
creative contributions from Chinese themselves., As most strikingly evi-
dent in Communist acceptance of U5, wartime funding, American dol-

lars could not buy political subservience or even allegiance.
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Since the Enlightenment, philosophers like Jean-Jacques Foonssean had
questioned corrupted traditions by promising to recover a truer understand -
ing of the human condition, as represented in its purest form in child-
hood.® After the turn of the twentieth century, Chinese educated elites
had likewise charted new paradigms of political and economic develop-
ment based on the “discovery™ of childhood as an ontological subject.
Communists condemned those hopes as naive. Instead, they assumed that
Mationalists” child advocacy belied ideclogical indoctrination. | would
counter, somewhat more neutrally, that reformers invested children with
aspirations for the future. By studving their reforms, we can discern their
vision for state-society relations and their invention of new tools for gover-
nance. This history shows the difficulty of transcending important contri-
butions of the previous era and the endurance of certain basic tools for
organizing and leveraging early childhood education.

The Mationalists explicicly tied children’s education, especially in pre-
schools and kindergartens, to blueprints for modernizing reform. “The
advancement of a nation,” wrote then finance minister Kong Xiangxi in
1934, “depends upon the pitcer-patter of lictle feer.”™ How and why Kong
could make such an outrageous claim has been an undedying question of
this study. Nationalists drew on the discovery of child study as an academic
subject dating back to the late Qing. Child advocacy gave scientific experts,
who investigated childhood as a means to improve the cognition and health
of children, a platform for proposing national reform. While women
worked, preschools and kindergartens offered safe environments for chil-
dren outside of the home, where children could also receive a properly
patriotic education. In Christian universities, middle- class women trained
to became child welfare workers who could oversee new and creative ini-
tiatives for children’s advocacwy.

Child welfare was a venue for negotiating political diplomacy between
China and the West. While minister of industry, Kong Xiangxi established
the National Child Welfare Association with funding from a sister organi-
zation of American Christians in New York. As critiques of the Child Labor
Commission of 19221924 show, Chinese Communists readily interpreted
foreign charity as an indication of Western imperialism. In some cases, mis-
sion homes were truly subpar. Through the NCWA, elite Chinese Chris-
tians helped to evaluate and improve the conditions of Protestant Christian
misions to Chinese children in the famine-stricken hinterland. Implic-
itly, the leaders of Mew York's China Child Welfare ack nowledged the poor
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conditions of mission homes as a legitimate reason for Chinese resistance
to Christianity. Given their donations, even during the early yvears of the
Great Depression, American funders grew frustrated by the persistence of
anti-Christian riots in China. ULS. funders explicitly asked for reassurances
of Chinese recognition of American goodwill.

The Shanghai elite thus mediated between Western funders and tradi-
tional Chinese philanthropies. Western funders also triangulated the rela-
tionship between emerging coastal elites and traditional charities in the
hintedand. Although US. funders claimed to avoid interfering with wel-
fare work on the ground, the U.S. Internal Revenue Service demanded
financial reports, which fundamentally Westernized the language and oper-
ations of the NCWA, The NCWA was not only the product of 2 hybrid
Chinese-Western elite in Shanghai but often also an amalgam of public,
state, and private roles.

ROC leaders promoted industrial welfare as 2 means to ameliorate class
tensions. In Shanghai, the NCWA ako experimented with the distribu-
tion of goods and services to the children of factory workers. Children’s
Day established seasons for distributing charitable aid and medical services
to children, as well as celebrating childhood. In addition to their welfare
work, Chinese leaders photographed the happy families of wealthy donors
as models for ideal childrearing and to encourage the next generation to
become philanthropists. Chinese disagreed with Americans on the presen-
tation of Chinese children as impoverished and preferred instead to empha-
size the benefits of the reforms for the physical and emotional well-being
of children. Political goals thus influenced fundraising tactics, inasmuch as
foreign funds facilitated international cultural exchange.

Shanghai was an important arena for the Chinese elite, like Chiang Kai-
shek and Kong XMiangxi, to prove that the ROC could successfully admin-
ister treaty ports. Missionaries, too, encouraged Chinese leaders to adopt
and enforce Western models more effectively than Westerners could. In
this context of indigenization, the NCWA demonstrated the FRUOC’s accep-
tance of universal standards of child welfare and its ability to enact those
reforms. Thus child welfare could be seen as both cause and effect—Dby free-
ing the female workforce, childcare could aid industrialization; as a mea-
sure of modernity, child welfare could also justify revising the unequal
treaties. Becanse of this need to argue in favor of China’s national sover-
eignty, Chinese members of the NCWA trumpeted the wisdom of Chi-

nese leaders rather than the poverty of Chinese children. Ironically, official
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connections to the International Settlement and the French Concession
empowered Chinese members of the NCWA to conduct surveys, establish
institutions, and enact reforms. This dynamic become even more manifest
after the retreat of the Mationalists from Shanghai in late 1937, Even though
the NCWA'S rhetoric connected Chinese children to national salvation, its
funding and tactics depended on conditions of semicolonialism.

One way in which Chinese elites indigenized Western models was
through their patronage of child experts like Chen Hegin. Chen empha-
sized racial distinctions between (Han) Chinese and Westerners to argue
that Chinese children had a unique child psychology worthy of indepen-
dent study. With a method based on Charles Darwin’s diaries and gradu-
ate education at Columbia Teachers College, Chen claimed that his
observations of his own infant allowed him to extrapolate a specifically
“Chinese™ child psychology. He offered advice for improving the health
of children, through good nucrition and healchy habits, which he regarded
as the basis for psychological well being. The category of racial difference,
while essentialist, allowed Chen the necessary space to pioneer his own
field. For him, the formal scientific claims of child psychology were uni-
versally true, but race created a material condition, which constituted a dis-
tinct subject and thus a distinct object of study. When Chen selectively
translated the work of social Darwinists, he did so in agreement that the
monogamous couple with children best aided family cohesion, parental
investment, and political stability. Thus Chen’s rejection of concubinage
was not an endorsement of May Fourth radicalism but che underpinnings
for 2 Western-oriented morality among Chinese Christians. He thus helped
to forge a new vision of 2 modern Chinese family that both retained cer-
tain traditional Confucian values (like eldercare for grandparents) and
embraced scientific reforms for bourgeois domesticity.

Using his own personal life as the basis for becoming a public intellec-
tual, Chen reported to the Child Labor Commission and then served as
secretary to the national NCWA and general secretary of the Shanghai
NCWA. The NCWA had wide-ranging goals to protect childhood as an
arena for promoting public health and preventing crime. Tapping into con-
nections with journal editors, medical doctors, and local judges, it ako
protected children from the abuses of stepmothers, apprentices from the
tyranny of masters, and other excesses of traditional social hierarchies
undergirding a premodern economy. Feeformers like Chen projected their

own lives as exemplary models of the modern Chinese family. Chen
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implemented his new ideas in his Drum Tower Kindergarten, which he
operated through his home; this kindergarten, too, became a model of best
practices. He drew on stories from his “family kindergarcen™ in public lec-
tures broadcast on the radio and reprinted in newspapers. Educated
women likewise published essays on modern childrearing in the pages of
journals published by the NCWA and the Y WCA. In this context, the per-
sonal became the political; the scientific, the sentimental.

The NCWA promoted consciousness raising as an important part of its
agenda. Kong Xiangxi and other leaders curned public health exhibits into
opportunities to distribute vaccines, as well as toys and games, to poor chil-
dren in Shanghai. The NCWA lobbied for the creation of Children’s Day,
which celebrated children and argued in favor of children’s rights as future
leaders of the nation. Japanese military aggression, starting in 1931, helped
to strengthen the case for protecting children through public measures. Yet
these overtly political messages were tempered by the NCWA's emphasis
on the happiness of children. Children’s Day was an occasion to open the
doors of museums, parks, and movie theaters to the poor. The holiday
reminded elite children to recognize their duty to charity. Through the
jovful solidarity of children, Chinese people could remember that national
patriotism trumped class distinctions and class struggle.

One may see in the NCWA's national solidarity project some echoes of
Giovanni Gentile (1875-1944), the Italian philosopher and ghostwriter of
Benito Mussolini’s A Docrine of Fascism. The most prominent similarities
relate to the state ultimately consuming all “false™ dichotomies, such as the
distinction between public and private, as well as all class tensions and dis-
tinctions internal to the nation." Not only did NCWA leaders operate as
both public officials and private philanthropists, but they also publicized
their own lives as a platform for national reform. Children could act as
emissaries, both in their local networks and on the international stage,
regarding the need for national solidarity and a shared culture of transna-
tional modernity. Kong Xiangxi's 1937 visit to Adolf Hitler {as well as to
Franklin DD, Roosevelt and Benito Mussolini) has been widely studied as
part of the Mationalists” admiraton for military order and a disciplined life-
style.! As Maggie Clinton argues, revolutionary Mationalists in the ROC
demanded a radical reinvigoration of Confucian traditions;" similarly, the
present book shows that Chinese Christians also reflected this brand of
reclaiming Confucian filial norms, such as “respecting elders and cherish-

ing children,” in service to the Chinese state.
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During the Second United Front, MNationalists and Communists
faced many of the same problems, especially economic privation and the
decimation of the Chinese population at the hands of the Japanese
Army. Nationalists lost their industrial base along the coast and aimed to
regenerate both human and industrial capital in the hinterland. Both
Mationalists and Communists outlawed abortions and trained midwives
ithe traditional executors of infanticide) in order to save infints and
record births. Such policies reflected governmental mobilization of the entire
Chinese population as a resource for war. The war also expanded social
services for children. Reesponding to appeals for dayeare for working women,
the ROC supported industrial créches and collective preschools for work-
ing women in the countryside. Nadonalists also trained women in child
welfare centers during the war in an attempt to professionalize the field
and improve conditions,

Communists also accepted foreign funds to support a variety of child-
care initiatives in the Shanganning Border Region and even adopted the
name “Los Angeles Kindergarten™ for a flagship institntion in recognition
of LLS, funding, The United China Relief funded twenty-one childcare
institutions in the region, especially nurseries for cadree children. In con-
gruence with U.S, recommendations, the Border Reegion Government also
opened childcare training insttutes chat dispatched welfaire workers into
the countryside to collect demographic information and to improve pub-
lic health. Like the Mationalists, Communists emphasized hygiene and
science-based childcare. Both Mationalists and Communises also incorpo-
rated anti-Japanese political education into their curricula. However, Com-
munists emphasized their own unique political goals and drew on Soviet
models emphasizing kindergartens as the first step o shaping a predisposi-
tion for collective living. One could sav that Comnmunists developed their
own sense of the enchantment of childhood—one that defined childhood s
innocence specifically in terms of unfair reatment due to political identi-
fication as the children of Communists.

During the war the NCWA expanded child welfare services across
China and also intensified the political natire of their work, Unsurpris-
ingly, those NCWA institutions devoted to military dependents especially
encouraged their wards to enlist. Echoing concerns about missionary
education, Chinese feared that Japanese occupiers were, in figurative terms,
enslaving Chinese children to another brand of imperialism. These condi-
tions encouraged the NCWA to further politicize childhood education
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with promilitary, pro-GMD messages. The NCWA also adopted an even
greater degree of transparency in its monetary practices. Despite the relative
impoverishment of some of these institutions, chey perhaps do not deserve
the accusation, made by Communists in the 1950k, of unfeeling neglect and
unguarded nonregulation. For instance, the Women's Advisory Council to
the Mew Life Movement tallied and regulated children in stare-sponsored
homes, although the government did rely on intermediaries to collect infor-
mation about mission orphanages. The importance of child welfare for
the Mationalists can even be seen by its continued insertion in presidential
debates in Taiwan.

The formula that the war increased politicization and patriotism in child
welfare is somewhat complicated by the example of wartime Shanghai. The
ROC invested in child welfare in Shanghai even after its retreat from the
city in 1937, Allies also funneled money into China through banks in
Shanghai. Because Mationalists could continue to operate through the bases
of the International Settlement and the French Concession, Japanese occu-
piers highlighted the degree to which the child advocacy of the NOCWA
relied on the protection of Western imperialists. The Shanghai NCWA
innovated further in fundraising campaigns during the war and cooper-
ated even more closely with Buddhist organizations to bring relief to war
refugees. [nnovations in fundraising, in both the United States and China,
led to an important democratization of tactics that elicited support from
ordinary people, in addition to elite philanthropists. After the ULS. entrance
in late 1941, cransnational welfare relief became more difficulc when Japan’s
puppet governments assumed control over treaty ports. The Reorganized
Mationalist Government in Nanjing emphasized the role of children as
peacekeepers, while Nationalist Chongging and Communist Yanan pro-
jected children’s contributions as future soldiers. Occupied MNanjing’s pac-
ifism was also a departure from Japanese trends toward the militarization
of childhood not only in Japan but also in Korea,"

This history also reveals the shifting frontier of foreign models. In the
early decades of the twentieth century, Japan offered the most accessible
source for information on educational science. Japanese intellectual mod-
els declined in popularity as its military became increasingly aggressive in
China. Chinese educators looked to Germany, Britain, France, and other
nations. Bur as more Chinese smudied abroad in the United States, they
could see the utility of US. educational theories, such as John Dewey's,

even after widespread disillusionment with the Wilsonian moment after
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the Treaty of Versailles. American influences solidified with greater degrees
of ULS. funding and support during World War II. These connections for-
malized in the postwar period, as UNRRA opened doors for transna-
tional experts to teach in China and opportunities for Chinese social
workers for advanced study in the United States. Particular sectors of
UMNR A actively promoted innovation, experimentation, and indigeniza-
tion by Chinese professionals and facilitated the circulation of nonwhite
transnational experts to usher in an era of global parity.

Child welfare advocates emphasized the profesionalization of childcare,
informed by modern science and public health. The NCWA supported the
state to such a degree that by the end of the war it seemed to have lost much
of its religions distinctiveness; thus, as in the United States, when the gov-
ernment established public welfare, it incorporated secularized versions of
charity, but often with a remaining residue of Protestant bias."* Often rely-
ing on Christian organizations with which Americans had historical con-
nections, aid from the United MNations funded scholarships and scholarly
exchange programs in the field of child welfare services. The United
Mations directly funded a range of child welfare institutions, from pre-
schools for children of working mothers to homies for teenage delinquents
but expected all institutions to innovate new approaches for dealing with
local problems. The localization of innovation reinforced inequalities in
distribution. Already during World War II the Second United Front had
disintegrated, and political tensions soon escalated into Civil War, With
some notable exceptions, UM funding rarely reached Communist base
areas, which contributed to the perception that Americans and MNational-
ists were deploying reliefas a political weapon.

By examining the efforts of the National Child Welfare Asociation, this
study shows that child advocates had outlined vigorous modernizing cam-
paigns that were then implemented during and after World War I1. Com-
munists’ relationship to those early contributions is complex. As Joseph
Levenson argued, from the perspective of cosmopolitan Communists, the
Mationalists failed in their attempt to combine universal theories while
retaining a plice for China’s exceptional contributions. In other words, as
products of semicolonial education in treaty ports, Nationalists, especially
Chinese Christians, allegedly remained alienated coastal elites, unable to
extend modernizing reforms to the nation a5 2 whole. Nevertheless, this
study shows that by disrupting traditions and establishing institutions,
Chinese Christians facilitated the PRC’s eventual appropriation of the
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contributions of experts in order to direct the ideological socialization of
children. Christians began social engineering projects that were later
adopted by non-Christians and even Communists,

Especially after the Deng Xiaoping's reforms, scholars in China and else-
where have taken the opportunity to reassess the innovative contributions
of the Mationalist period. In China, this has often meant a re-evaluation
of missionary contributions to modernization and Chinese nationalism, and
even interest in the biography of Chiang Kai-shek, made newly relevant
by the publication of his diaries.'* This reevaluation has coincided with
transnational and global approaches to understanding state development.
Instead of defining the state as an ideological entity, scholars now study
how government functions." For example, Kate Merkel-Hess finds, in the
Mass Education Movement, Mationalist antecedents to Communist moli-
lization techniques among the rural population.” The ROC also experi-
mented with quantitative measurement and census daca, as Tong Lam and
Thomas Mullaney demonstrate ™ As a result of these recent historical stud-
ies, we may now examine more carefully the complex transitions between
regimes. Raising China’s Revolutionaries shows that ROC child welfare advo-
cates contributed to the long-term integration of child welfare and educa-
tion in the public arena.

Itis a tescament to the screngrh of these initiatives that many of these
reforms were adapted by Communists in the wartime period and in the
1950k, Despite the vociferous Comnunist criticism of the Child Labor
Commission in 1925, the PRC during the 1950s would adopt many ofits
general policies to liberate the female workforce and free factory floors of
infants. Cynics may argue that the CCP upon assuming power was merely
adopting theories of state modernization. But, echoing earlier critiques of
Christian charity, the party rejected larger structures of inequality that had,
perhaps, undermined previous philanthropic endeavors; the PRC tried to
further remove residual elements of craditional charity in professional
welfare for childhood protection in the 1950s. PRC officials thus had a
more skeptical approach to philanthropists and civil society than had the
ROC, and it placed relatively more emphasis on state institutions. Never-
theless, like MNationalists, Conununists continued to support the notion
that childcare would facilitate female labor outside of the home and thus
become an integral part of economic modernization. Notwithstanding the
importance of social welfire in new work units, a subject for future

study, preschools and kindergartens inherited important legacies in 1949,
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Teachers continued many of the same practices: to break up the day in terms
of a regular schedule of activities that included some rest and play time; to
draw, from newspapers, materials for curricular development; to stress the
importance of science and hygiene, and so forth. However, kindergarten
teachers also began to attend political study sessions and to learn from
public thought reforn.

The campaigns against Dewey and his followers illustrated new ways to
approach fundamental assumptions about childhood and society. Accord-
ing o Communist critics at the new journal Prople’s Educarion, child experts
had failed to see that biology itself was often a social construct, especially
in the applied realm of education. Whereas child experts in the early twen-
tieth century had claimed to follow the biological principles of childhood
as the basis for social reform, they had actually—according to critics like
Cao Fu—been denying children and teachers the tools for a socialist revo-
lution. In the shift from ethnicity to class as the primary qualification for
inclusion in the Chinese polity, re-education campaigns against Chen
Heqgin also exposed the class-based elitism of the National Child Welfare
Association. Championing Booker T. Washington, Chen had admired
indigenous administrative control over minority education, but the trans-
lation of that model to China placed the majority population in the
position of the politcal “minority.” Echoing Mew Culture critiques of
Confucianism, Communists saw insemicolonial education the suppression
of true maturity in Chinese children. Foreshadowing criticisms against psy-
chology as bourgenis in the Cultural Bevolution, Chinese Communists
fiurther claimed that childhood education, even when grounded on bio-
logical needs, had always been constructed.

Although the sources for 1949-1950 depict stark change, in terms of per-
sonnel or re-education campaigns, we should keep in mind that this initial
push was perhaps limited. As Eddy U demonstrates, many teachers were
rehired in the mid-1950s, when the demand for personnel overshadowed
the state’s focus on politically loval teachers.™ This pattern was similar to
that of Socialist East Germany. Charles Lansing shows that in the town of
Brandenburg, teachers only superficially complied with the Nazification
and then Communization of their teachers unions > Given the record else-
where, it is important to acknowledge that Communist transformation
probably proceeded much more slowly in rural or remote areas, This s sup-
ported by evidence of resistance among rural women to sending their
children to preschool.
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In contrast, the response of private-kindergarten teachers in Beijing,
undoubtedly the seat of power, to comply with Communization was
remarkable. Some private-kindergarten teachers implemented the PRC’s
new political directives in their classrooms in ways that administrators did
not anticipate. As archival materials demonstrate, these teachers allowed
children to criticize one another in discussion sessions that mirrored their
0w Criticism sessions, in terms of the idea of collective criticism and the
purpose of behavioral reform and individual enlightenment. They also
allowed children the space to voice political messages, revise those slogans
by committee, and incorporate them into the science curriculum. By pro-
jecting these roles onto children, teachers somewhat delegated their own
responsibilities to inform the political conscionsness of their students. In
this way, they ignored a key injunction, espoused in People'’s Education: that
teachers aggressively direct children’s political growth. Thus they projected
their students as the vanguard of the revolution, which became a reality in
the Cultural R evolution.

These are the classrooms that welcomed the first cohorts of children after
1949, including those born under the new regime. As adults, some meni-
bers of this cohort have shared with me their memories of kindergarten as
a period relatively free from political overtones and the potential conse-
quences of friendships among classmates. Certainly, they would later
encounter 1 much more heavily politicized environment in the Cultural
Revolution. Sent-down vouth returned to the cities, especially after the
reintroduction of the college entrance examination in 1977, Among those
who had delaved marriage and childbirth asa strategy to return to the cit-
ies, many educated yvouths began their careers and family lives as China
opened up to the West under Deng Xizoping’s reforms in the 1980s, Rais-
ing China'’s Revolutionaries provides a prehistory of this exceptional genera-
tion, who later evolved from Red Guards to entrepreneurs and college
professors,

Cold War history seemis somewhat arcane today, as many yvoung people
in China prioritize materialistic gain over political ideclogy, but that very
focus on acquiring wealch recalls the economic modernization of the MNan-
jing decade. To what degree does economic modernization, then or now,
require “Americanization™? Conversely, what are the economic require-
ments for 2 “sentimental™ family life? Ific is impossible to lead the “good
life™ in the midst of social injustice, do personal wealth and individual phi-

lanthropy uplift the community, or does traditional charity impose elite
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standards and entrap the poor—not only as Chinese Communists claimed
but also as some Western liberals now argue? Modern childhood, defined
as 2 form of economic dependency, exposes issues of clas and trends in
consumerism more than perhaps any other arena. The enjoyment of a
“happy childhood,” in the midst of postwar deprivation, could appear cal-
lous. Instead of creating cross-class solidarity, as Kong Xiangxi had pro-
jected, modern childhood seemed to liken elite children around the world.
Reformers endeavored to create specifically “Chinese™ toys and folk tales
but often relied on an aesthetic that revealed their inspirtion from the West,
Inn the 1950s artists and photographers also sought to create a new aesthetic
of robust Chinese childhood, but these, too, have a feel of Soviet socialist
realism. As anthropologists of China note, corporations like McDonald s
and Disney have thrived in postreform China by catering to children.™
Today commercials regarding President Xi Jinping’s “Chinese dream™ jux-
tapose the consumerism of wealthy, urban children with the suffering of
poor, rural children in a call for national unity and charity that harkens
back to the Mational Child Welfare Association.

Mothing did more to achieve the NOCWA's goal of “elevating the stams
of the child in Chinese society” than family planning policies, labeled in
English as the “one-child policy,” of 1978-2(H5. Western scholars note that
the one-child policy allowed the Chinese state an unprecedented degree
of control into the private lives of individual citizens and further fragmented
the traditional Chinese “large” family with its extended branches. How-
ever, this state intervention was preceded by the critiques of the large fam-
ily issued by reformiers across the political spectrum in the Nationalist
period. The ROC had envisioned social workers, or entities like the
MNCWA, supporting and correcting family abuses, including those that
might arise in the modern, bourgeois Chinese family. The PRC built on
some of those institutions, such as preschools and kindergartens, for a dif
ferent family and state-society ideal ™ While exacerbating problems of
infanticide and child abandonment, the one-child policy elevated the sta-
tus of the lone child to a “little emperor™ within the Chinese household. ™
Especially in the 19580, as some educated youth were still returning from
the countryside, many urban Chinese couples often found themselves in
long-distance marriages, with the need to place their child in overnight
schools, Chinese children faced a great deal of academic pressure, continu-
ing truly long-term trends from the imperial era (which some ROC kin-

dergarten teachers had sought to interrupt). Perhaps to compensate for
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heawy academic demands (and, sometimes, parental absence due to work),
parents today often indulge children with the toys and trappings of a “happy
childhood.”

Given the pancity of child experts in the People’s Republic after the
anti-Dewey campaigns, many parents again turned to the expertise of the
Mationalist era, particularly Tao Xingzhi and Chen Hegin. In 1980, with
the implementation of the one-child policy, Chen found himself rehabili-
tated. He was invited to reapply to the Chinese Communist Party, and
this time his application was accepted. Chen died a party member, and his
seven children set to work on publishing his opus and organizing academic
societies to promote his work. East China NMormal University republished
his Home Educarion six times within two yvears, and it now joins shelves of
books from contemporary writers about rearing only children for aca-
demic achievement. The reemergence of Chen's work demonstrates his
contributions and, in fact, his success as an actor across two shifts of his
career—Dboth his appropriation of racial categories for scientific analysis
and for popular consumption in the Mationalist era and his later embrace
of education for service to Chinese socialism.

The revival of interest in Chen Heqin reveals larger eugenic and aspi-
rational trends as a result of the shift in emphasis, due to ramifications of
the one-child policy, from quantity of children to quality of children.
According to Susan Greenhalgh, in the desire for “quality ofSpring.” par-
ents accept the authority of child experts as well as the technocratic state.
Child- centered toys and products, she notes, aim to construct “world-
quality children.”* “Quality™ refers to both “elite consciousness/aspira-
tions™ and character formation amid a perceived “moral crisis” in China
today. Anthropologist Jing Xu shows that parents of preschool children
emphasize morality over academics, while also worrving that virtue is no
longer rewarded in the post-socialist marketplace. Given the tendency of
parents to spoil their child, preschool is increasingly seen as the first and
most important place to cultivate the socialist-style “group consciousnes™
and morality that so pervaded the ethos of schools during and after the
war.” The dual meaning of “quality™ harkens to the intertwined demo-
cratic and social Darwinian influences of Chen and others in the MNational
Child Welfare Association; the quandary of reconciling utilitarian science
with sentimental values is perhaps its most enduring legacy today.

Even after the relaxation and removal of the one child policy in 2(15, the

birth rate remiains low, as the opportunity costs of bearing “economically
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priceless” children soar. With the disintegration of work-unit social wel-
fare, decentralization (coupled with the diffusion of state services) means,
for example, that access to early childhood education is more geographi-
cally concentrated; demand has increased as supply has decreased ® Such
measures contribute to inequality while also circulating neoliberal dis-
course about the need for “quality™ citizens. Amid these pressures, Chi-
nese recognize that economic liberalsm comes at a profound social cost, as
is made poignant by stories of poor children, left behind in the countryside,
saving up their pennies o call their parents who are working as migrant
laborers in the city. Nevertheless, as Greenhalgh notes, this larger rhetori-
cal framework openly condenmins the “backwardness” of a major segment
of the Chinese population, often as defined by their physical bearing and
mental capacity;™ it was precisely this tacit nonpatriotism, embedded in
his instruction for modern childrearing and even his promotion of charity
for poor children, to which Chen eventually confessed and was criticized.

In some ways, the CCP seems to be returning to ethnocentric valua-
tion of Chinese modernity from the 1920s and 1930s. Among many oth-
ers, President Xi Jinping champions China’s Confucian cultural heritage
and has even welcomed programs for kindergarten and elementary school
children to memorize the Classics. These policies often reify Chinese tradi-
tions for the sake of inculcating nationalism. President Xi i also interested
in reawakening a native ethic to combat the prevalence of corruption. His
“Chinese dream™ conjoins individual social moebility with national economic
modernization in ways somewhat reminiscent of Chen’s failed adapration of
the “American dream.” China welcomes a bourgeois, sentimental image
of childhood, even in the corporate packaging of a consumer youth culture
with global reach. However, the utilitarian subservience of this ideal of
childhood to the relentless pursuit of academic achievement and upward
mobility reveals that questions of ideclogical drive behind its sentimental
appeal still remain pertinent. Chineseness—especially “little” Chineseness—
renains a contested site for the introduction of new forms of modernity and

plans for economic progress,
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Character List (as identified in text)

Agricultural Extension Commission, Zhongyang nongye tidong wei-
yuanhui ook B 3HE B)E EE

American Bureau for Medical Aid to China, Meiguo vivao zhu Hua hui
[ R A

Ban Chiao Rural Welfare Center, Bangiao fuli shivangu SRS

bacwmn (6 (nanny) vs. beoypupuan $£7HHE (childeare staff) vs. laoma EE
{mother’s helper)

bentuhna A4k (indigenization)

Bethune Memorial International Peace Hospital, Baigiv'en guoji heping
vivoan FAEBEERAFEE

Border Region Bank Preschool, Biangu vinhang tuoersno 1806 81T 5LUAT

Border Region First Childrens Orphanage, Shanganning biangqu divi
baoyuyuan B H 38— RHkK

Burean of Childhood Education, Youjiaoke &30 #}

Cai Yuanpei $0H? (1868-1944)

Cao Fu #HF (1911-1968)

Chen Duxin B8 (1879-1942)

Chen Gongbo 2 (1892-19446)

Chen Heqin BEESS (1892-1982)

Chen Tiesheng [3 ¥

Cheng Wanzhen F£##

[225]
Brought to you by | The Mational Library of the Philippines

Authenticated
Download Date | 10319 10:47 PM



Child Hygiene Area, Shanghai ertong weishengchu BifER HE4 H, also
called Yangtsepoo Child Hygiene Area

China Child Welfare, Inc., Zhonghua civou Mei xiehni o @0k 52 e

Chinese Peoples Political Consultative Conference, First Session £ RELES
ik 4 o

Chou Zigang, Chow Ze-kang T (ca. 1905-1963)

City Bank of New York {now Citibank), Huagi yvinhang {EM{ERAT

Civilian Department {(Yan'an), Minzhengting zhangli shiwu BrELYESE
s

Chinese Liberated Areas Relief Administration (CLARA), Zhongpuo jie-
fanggu jiuji liachehui v BT RS RE S H

Chinese Mational Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (CMERA),
Zhonggeuo shanhou jiuji zongshu oS0 S E

Chu, Nora Tse Hsiung, Nin Xiong Zhi -iE1"

Dai Baitao #iF1#5 (1907-1981)

Dai Jitao #5FHT (1891-1949)

dawwo KH (larger self) vs. wono JEFE (selfless) vs. wlaowo < (lictde ego);
yinming 5 #(personal name)

Ding Shujing, Ting Shu-ching TH#liF (1890-1936)

Dong Biwu, Tung Pi-wu =405 (1856—-1975)

Dong Chuncai ¥&hA" (1905-199()

Dougherty, Pegoy, translated as Tao Aide FTETE

Pu Yuesheng # HA (1885-1951)

Edwards, Dwight (1905-1982), translated as Al Defu 2 {El

Early Childhood Mormal School (Shanghai), Youzhi shifin suexiao #5#
fi ¥R

ertony bagjianban FLHCLREL (child health classes)

Feng Zikai 715 (1895-1975)

taijiao MGF (fetal education)

Friends’ Receiving Home for Children, Shanghai Gongyihui huaiyvouyuan
b S A S

Gao Gang #H) (1905-1954)

Geleshan (Koloshan) Childrens Home (Chongging), Geleshan baoyuyuan
ol S 4 B

puizuhna FHEEE (gentrification)

Ginling College Welfare (experimental) Center, Jinling niizi wenlixueyuan
ertong fuli shivansuo $e L7~ SRR L HTHR T Bar

Gong Qichang IBM4 S (1905-1989)
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Gu Yunyu i £, also known as Yun Yu Ko

Guan Ruiwu, Kwan Jui-Wu BlE & (1907-1986)

gudao fLES (lone island)

Guizhou Work Society, Guizhou gongweihui PiH 5w

Guo Bingwen, Kuo Ping-Wen 553 3 (1880-1969)

Hu Shi #13# (1891-1962)

Hu Yaobang S8 # (1915-1989)

Hu Yigu #5558 (b, 1876), also known as I-ku Hu, W. ¥. Hu, and Wenfu
Yiko Hu

Huang Cuifeng, Huang Tsuifeng oy 52 0§

Huang, Garfield, Huang Jiahui #5738

Huaren jigoyn #HAFET  (Chinese education in the International
Settlement)

Huo yiaoyn i581 (Living Education)

Jiang Kanghu L7018 (1883-1954)

Jiang Tingfu, Tsiang Ting-fu §§ ZE{k (1895-1965)

jiantao BEt (self-examination) vs. ziwvo piping HEHET (selfcriticism) vs.
ranbai i3 Ficonfesion)

Jinjiang (“Kin Kiang™) Catholic Hospital, probably St. Vincents Hospital,
Weizengjue vivuan W8T BEE, located in Jiujlang, Jlangxi

Kang Keqing HE Wil (1911-1992)

Kang Youwei HE745 (1B58-1927)

kexuehuag FHAE (scientization)

Kong Xiangxi fLEEEL (1880-1967), also known as H. H. Kung

Kuo, Lucy, referred to as Mrs. Guo Bingwen B0 A

Lamb, Jefferson Duon-Hoy, Lin Donghai #3E0E (b, 1895)

Lew, Timothy, Lin Tingfang S5 5{1891-1947)

Li Dequan F={ 4 (1896-1972)

Li Ting'an FE 4% (1899-1948)

Li Yinglin 204, Lee Ying Lam (1892-1954)

Lin Biao HE (1907-1971)

Lin Boqu #{A# (1886-1906)

Lin Kanghou #HelE, Ling Kong Hou (1876—1949)

Lingnan University, Liangnan daxue %pg 05

Lin Bocheng #{f12k (1892-1986)

Longhua Orphanage, Longhua gu'eryuan fEHFEALREL, also known as
Shanghai Industrial Orphanage

Los Angeles Preschool, Luoshanji tuo’ersuo {#EREICRLAT
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Lu Guangmian W& B8, also known as K. M. Lu

Lu Xun il (1881-1936)

maiban jiefi FIEREL (comprador class)

maoking 5 (“sickness™; problem)

Meiguomeny M2 {American dream) vs. meimeng 5248 (beautiful dream)

mothers” discussion groups, mugin zuotanhd BFE B w

Municipal Board of Education, Wenjiaoju 285

Manjing Child Welfare Center, Manjing civou shivanqu pI57EE) HELE

Manjing Drum Tower Kindergarten, Nanjing gulou yvouzhivuan #9575 H
e Bl

Manjing Professional Women's Day Mursery, Soudu zhive funii rijian to-
ersno AR EEE A L H FHTRA

Mational Asociation for Refugee Children, Zhanshi ertong baoyuhui f§
B R H TR, also translated as Wartinie Association for Child Welfare

Mational Child Welfare Association, Zhonghua Civouxiehni ®3E g ier

MNie Rongzhen, Nieh Yunchen mi#REE (15899-1992)

MNiu Huisheng ‘FH5 (1892-937), also known as David New

nna jigoyn WALSETT (“slave™ education)

Pan Guangdan 5 H {1899-1967)

Pan Kaipei #Bii (1919-2003)

Peng Zhen SEEL (1902-1997)

pilanni’er (L JE R vs. xianfeng F55F (as ranslations for “voung pioneers”)

pipinghui {EGFE (criticism sessions) vs. douzhenghui P17 (struggle sessions)
va, favlunhni 5T E (discussion meetings)

Qingsheng Elementary School, Qingsheng xiaoxue MBS E

Refugee Babies Home, Shanghai zhanqu ying'er shourongsuo bR B
IBCE A

Refugee Children’s Home, Shanghai zhanqu ertong shourongsuo il
5 5, BT

Ren Tze Orphanage, Rencitang {7 #5

School for the Blind, Mang tong suexiao 55

Shan Dexin STEISE (18931980, alko known as Tak-Hing Sin

Shanghai Child Hygiene Area, Shanghai ercong weishengchu b5 ik
4 i

Shanghai Children’s Burean (“Child Happiness/Welfare Committee™),
Shanghai ertong xingfi weiyvaanhni b #ER 022§ 0 6

Shanghai Industrial Preschool, Shanghai gongchang tuoersuo B TV
¥ 5L B
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Shanghai Orphanage, Shanghai gueryuan F#ELRLER

Shanghai Refugee Children’s Nutritional Aid Committee, Shanghai nan-
min ertong vingyang weiynanhoi b ERSE RS 0 S EE

She, Louise, Yu Louyi 528

Shen Yuanhui ff oo

sishu 8 (radidonal private schools)

sizcianyg gaizao BAEARE (thought reform)

siachang zhang'ai AR (ideclogical obstacles)

Social Relief Act of 1943, Shehni jinjifa #& $0# ik

Song Ailing Sl (1888-1973), also known as Madame Kong fLEMN

Song Meiling #3285 (1895-2003), also known as Madame Chiang #5450

Song Qingling M (1893-1981), also known as Madame Sun {38 A

Song Ziwen T2 (1894-1971) also known as T. V. Song

State Council (PRC), Guowuyuan [ $5k%

Sun Ke {&§ (1891-1973), also known as Sun Fo

Sun Yat-sen (1866—1925), also known as Sun Zhongshan {5510

Sweeney, Mary (1879-1968), translated as Xue Ni #§)8

Sze, Alfred Sao-ke, Shi Zhaoji fESEEE (1877-1957)

Tao Xingzhi FETH1 (1891-1945)

Tchou, Moutchen Thomas, Zhu Maocheng SRR (1895-1965)

teshu ertony FFHERLIE (special children) s, wenti erong PETRLIE (problem
children) vs. hen shou jilii de haizi F5FEEFHET (regulation-abiding
children)

Tian Guilnan P (1882-1977), also known as Mrs, Way-Sung New

tignzhen F I (innocent, natve) vs. wugn 3EE (innocent, blameless)

Tsu, Caroline, Xu Lingyu 8§ (1897-1970), also known as Caroline Huie
Zhu

Tu Zhemei 4T

Wang Jingwel {ERTE (18831944

Wang Yiting 5 (1867-1938)

Wang Youping +

wanneny HHE (multifunctionality)

Western Hills Orphanage, Xiangshan Ciyonyuan & 1LEEEL

women's friendship societies, fli lanypishe S SRR

Wong, Amos, Wang Yihui TiRH (b 1599)

Worker's Preschool (Shanghai), Zhigong rwoersuo 8§ THC5 AT

W, Andrew, Wn Weide S:ifin

Wu Tiecheng % Eibk (1B88-1952)
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Wu Zhuzhe 52447 (1897-1949)

wofao {de) chengren <+ (R RN, (miniature adules)

wingfu 254 (happiness, well-being, welfare)

Niong Mao Yanwen HEEEZL (18951999

¥iong Niling, Hsiung Hsi-ling fE& & (1870-1937)

Yan Xiu BiE (1860-1929)

Yang, Marion, Yang Chongroi Bk (1891-1983)

yanghang xiaogni FEITPAL (Westernized little devils)

vi ertong wei benri LURE S548% (childhood-in-icself)

yitai xi —H5EE (2 farce)

youzhiywan ERFER] vs, poveryuan S5UE (as translations for kindergarten)

Yu Zhijie F2 0 (1907-1980)

Yuan Shikai %] (1859-1916)

Yuhua (8% Silk Factory

Zeng Zhaolun IR (1899-1967)

Zhang Chichang S5 (1928-2014)

Zhang Lingguang 52 (1904-1974)

Zhang Shunan, Chang Shounan ol #i

Zhang Xuemen S5 (1891-1973)

Zhang Zhidong 2 (1837-1909)

Zhang Zonglin 3538 (1899-1978)

Zheng Zhaolun, Tseng Chao-lun fEE i (1899-1967)

zhiyehua B3 (professionalization)

Zhou Enhi F{E 3 (1898-1976)

Zhon Guizhi FlE:H

Zhou Zuoren F{EA (1885-1967)

Zhu De 4 (1886-1976)

Zhu Jingnong, Chu Ching-nung 428 2 (1886-1951), also known as King
Chu

Zhu Zhanggeng, Chu Chang-Kan S50 (1900-1978)

Zhu Ziging %4 (i (1898-1948)

zong jiao secai TR (color of religion)

zunlao ciyon BESEE (phrase “respecting the eldedy, cherishing the
young )
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Motes

Preface

CSee Ruth Gamberg, Red and Expere: Edugation in the People's Republic of Ching
(Mew York: Schocken Books, 1977 ) “1973 Delegation to China on Child Drevel-
opment and Education,” Eleanor Maccoby Collection, Box 1, Hoover Institu-
tion Archives, Stanford University; and William Kessen, ed., Childhood in Ching
(Mew Haven: Yale University Press, 1973), 216-17.

. Kessen, Childheod, 221,

. Charles Roidley, The Making of a Moedel Citizen in Commonist Ching (Stanford,
Calt.: Hoover Institution Press, 19713 B, F. Price, Edusrtien in Commnist China
(Mew Yorle Prasger, 19705, 132-61.

- Routh Sidel, Wemen and Childarre in Ching: A Fisthand Report (Mew York: Pen-
guin, 1982y Richard Selomon, Mae's Revelution and the Chinese Pelitical Strugure
[ Berkeley: University of California Press, 1972),

. Charles Lansing, From Nazisme to Conenennime: Ceerman Schoolteachers Under Tow
Dvigtarorsiips (Cambridge, Mas.: Harvard University Press, 20000,

. “hetjing shisih xoanwail Yongguangsi zhongjie youzhiyuan 1949 nian diyi xueqi
gongzuo zongjie" dbRTTRIEES A0k DESHER hhES ST IRERES
(1949, Beijing Municipal Archives, Beifng shi dang lenguwan 5507069 B 155-4-
2434, 13,

- Wenguang Hoang, “In Death, North Korea hnitates China,” New Yode Tinees,
Drecember 24, 2001, httpyYwarwnytimes.com/ 200102 24 opinton Sunday Ain
-death-north-korea-imitates-china. htiml.

. Tobhin, [oseph Jay, et al., Presdeel in Thee Cultures: Japan, Ching, and the Dhited

States (MNew Haven, Conne: Yale University Press, 19849).
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12

13.
14.

I7.

5.

[ntroductoon

. Al Franken, Al Franken: Giant of the Senate (New York: Hachette, 2007), 7.
- Dravid Beemmnick, A Comversation with Al Franken,” Newe Yorer, Angust 4, 2007,

https:/ Swwewnewyorker.com/me ws mews-desk /a-conversation-with-al-franken
—on-trump-the-senate-and-his-d shumorizer-machine.

. Paula Fass, The End of Americen Childiwed: A Histery of Paventing fem Life on the Fron-

tier te the Managed Child (Princeton, M. Princeton University Press, 20067, 230,

cCompetition s often mutual; see Roger Goodman, Takehiko Kariya, and John

Taylor, eds., Higher Education and the State: Changing Relationships in Ewepe and
East Asia (Owford: Symposiom Books, 2003).

. Jin Sun and Mirmala Rao, “Growing Up in Chinese Families and Societies,” in

Eary Childheed Edusetion in Clinese Secieties, ed. Mirmala Rao, Jing Zhou, and
Jin Sun (Dordrecht: Springer, 20077, 11-15.

Fass, American Childheed, 246.

E.z., Immanuel Hsii, Chine's Entranee Inte the Family of Natiens: The Diplematic
Phase, 18381880 (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1960); David
Scott, Ching and the Intwemational Systens, 18401949 Poeer, Presenee, and Percep-
tiens ina Century of Humiliation (Albany: State University of New York Press,
200K, 13-78.

. Fass, American Childhoed, 231,
CMark AL Jones, Childven as Treasures: Childhoed and the Middle Clas in Early Toren-

tieth Century Japan (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Asia Center, 2000

Ann Holbert, Raising America: Experts, Pavents, and a Century of Adviee Abowt Chil-

dren (Mew York: Knopt, 20003

CWiviana AL Zelizer, Pricing the Priceless Child: The Chanping Seaal Value of Childven

(MNew York: Basic Books, 1983), 7.

2. Sabine Frithstiick, Mayping War Childven and the Pavadosces of Medem Militarian in

Japan (Oakland: University of Calitornia Press, 2007).

Sun and Rao, “Growing Up,” 3.

Helen May, Baljit Kaur, and Larry Prochner, Empire, Education, and Indipenens
Childheeds: Nineteentlh-Century Missionary Infant Sdeels in Threee British Colonies
(Abingdon, UK: Routledge, 2006).

. Paul Cohen, Ching and Christianity: The Misdenary Moevement and the Grousth of

Chinese Antioreipnian, 1860-1870 (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,
196:3).

. Fuma Svsunm £ 85IE, Zhengare dianiui: Shantangshi panpin ' E . 905 R

(Beijing: Shangwu, 20005}, 27570,

Tang Shu Bt al., Zhenggue xuegian flaeyushi ERRAEE L (Beijing: Ren-
min jiacyu, 20061, 84, See alse Li Chucai F82E ctal., eds., Diguezhuypi gin Hua
Jiaepushi zilize: fiachoi jizeyn BV R EER A LS BEHG (Beijing: Jiaoyu
kexue, 1984).

E.g., Liang Qtichao $EWE, in Lisng Chichee quaengi AR, ed. Zhang [ainian
i (35 et al. (Beijing: Beijing chubanshe, 1999, 2768, originally published 1902;
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20}

Catherine Hall, Civilizing Subfects: Metropole and Celeny in the English Tapingt ion,
18301867 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 20602), 17-18, 21-22; May,
Kaur, and Prochner, Empive, Edusation, and Tndigeneos Chidboeds.

CAngela Leung, Y Relief Institutions for Children in Ninetsenth Century China,”
in Chinese Views of Childheed, ed. Anne Behnke Kinney (Honolulu: University
of Hawaii Press, 1995), 256.

- Hall, Civilizing Subjects; Paul Cohen, Disoovering Histery in Ching: American His-
tovical Miriting en the Recent Clinese Pest (New York: Columbia University Press,
20000,

cLydia Lin, Twendingual Prectice:  Literatore,  Naotienal Cultere, ood Transtated
Moderpityp—Clhing, 1900=1537 (Stantord, Calit: Stanford University Press, 19495)

. Henry Brown, “Children’s Page—Chinese Schools,” Nerth Ching Mision Quar-
tedy (hersatter NA) 3, no. 1 (April 1895 13, 19

25, Arthur Smith, The Uplift of Ching (Philadelphia: American Baptist Forsign Mis-

2.

27

28

4

34,

3.

34

34,

kiit

sion Society, 1912).
. Larissa Heinrich, The Afterlife of Tmapes: Translating tie Patholopical Body Between
Ching and the West (Durham, MN.CL Duke University Press, 2008).
CAngela Ki Che Leung, “Elementary Education in the Lower Yangtze Region in
the Seventzenth and Eighteenth Centuries," in Eduartion and Society in Late Tnpe-
rial Ching, 1600-190d, ed. Benjamin Elman and Alexander Woodside [ Berkeley:
University of Calitornia Press, 1994), 398; Stefin Huebner, Pau-Asian Sports and
the Emerpenee of Medern Aag, 1931974 (Singapore: Mational University of Sin-
gapore, 216
Sanjay Seth, Subjent Lessons: The Wesem Edusation of Colenial India (Durham, MO
Druke University Press, 2007, 30
Brown, “Children’ Page," 1314
John E Cleverley, The Sdveeling of China: Tredition and Moedemity in Chinese Edu-
catien [Sydney: Allen and Unwin, 1985)
Philippe Arigs, Centuries of Childiwed: A Secial History of Family Life, trans. Roob-
ert Baldick (MNew York: Random House, 1962, 314,
Benjamin Elman, Civil Evaminations and Meritecracy in Late Tmperial Cling (Cam-
bridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2003), 150=58, 164; Alexander Wood-
side and Benjamin Elman, “The Expansion of Education in Qing China,” in
Education and Seciety in Late Tmperial Ching, 1600-15906, ed. Woodside and Elman
[ Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994), 53334,
Thomas H. C. Lee, Edusetion in Traditional Ching: A Histery (Leiden: Brill, 20000,
14k4=7100.
. Ping-chen Hsiung, A Tender Vopage: Children and Clildhoeed i Late Imperial Ching
(Stanford, Calif.: Stantord University Press, 2005), 12,
Micols Richardson, “The Mation in Utero: Translating the Science of Fetal Edu-
cation in Republican China,” Frentiew of Histery in China 7, no. 1 (2002): 4-31.
Limin Bai, Shaping the Tdeal Chid: Children and Their Primers in Lace Impevial China
(Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, 2003, 181-83, 190-203,
. Elman, Civil Examinations and Meritocracy, 204 =6, 22849

. Lee, Edugation in Traditional Clina, vil.
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37

35,
4.

41k

4.

47.

41.

449,

Sib,

Michael Puett and Christine Gross-Loh, The Pati: What Chinese Philosoplers Can
Teads Us Abont the Cood Life (MNew York: Stmon and Schuster, 2007); Erin Cline,
Families of Virtwe: Confucian and Western Fiews en Childheod Development {New
York: Columbia University Press, 20015).

Biai, Shaping the Ideal Child, 204,

Michael MNylan, “Confucian Piety and Individualism in Han China,” Journal of
the American Crriental Sedety 106, no. 1 (1996 1=27.

Patricia Buckley Ebrey, MWomen and tihe Family in Clinese History (New York:
Rooutledge, 20003), 62=88; Bettine Birgs, Women, Preperty, and Confician Readion
in Sung and Yiian Ching, 9o0-1368 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2{H2),

SO0 KL Yang, Chinese Commonist Seciery: The Family and the Fillage (Cambridge,

Mass.: MIT Press, 1959, 5.

- Jemsie Lutz, Ching and tie Christian Coellepes, 18301950 (Ithaca, MY Cornell Uni-

versity Press, 1971).

. Karen Sanchez-Eppler, “Raising Empires like Children: Race, Mation, and Reli-

gious Education,” Amerism Literary History 8, no. 3 (October 1, 19946); 416.

CAnnie Marston, The Children of Ching: Written for the Childen of England (Lon-

don: Hodder and Stoughton, 1884), 40-41; George [amison, Chinese Faneily aod
Commeercial Lawe (Shanghai: Kelley and Walsh, 19217,

ML Genaldine Guinness, The Stery of the Ching Inland Misaen (London: Morgan

and Scott, 1894), 284,

Johanna Ransmeter, Seld People: Trafhoeers and Faneily Life in Noreh Ching (Cam-
bridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 20077, 1-0.

Dravid Lancy, The Anthwpology of Childhoed: Cherabs, Chattel, Changlings (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008), 76111,

Michelle King, Betueen Birth and Death: Female Infantiade in Nineteenth-Century
Ching (Stanford, Calif: Stanford University Press, 20043, 77-110

See especially Frances E. Scott, “The Girls’ School, Peking,” NAM 1 no. 1
(April 1893): 5=7; Jane Hunter, The Caespel of Centility: Amerizen Women Missien-
aries in Tirn-ef-the- Century Ching (New Haven, Conne Yale University Press,
19847, 192,

Chu I Yang, “The Pre-Adolescent Religion Edocation in China™ (M. AL thesis,
Oberlin Graduate School of Theology, 1932), 59

CRev, Lo BL Peet, “On Mission Schools: Read Betore the Foochow Misionary

Conference, October 27, 1868, Chines Recerder (December 1868): 151,

52 lan Tyrrell, Referming the Wodd: The Creation of America’s Moral Empive (Prince-

ton, M.J.: Princeton University Press, 20000, 35.

. Frances E. Scott, “The Girls’ School, Peking,” WM 1, no. 4 (January 1894): 77,
Scott, “The Girls' School ™ (April 18935 7; “Letter from Mrs. Scott,” N 3 no. 3

(October 1895): 52-53,

. Philip Greven, The Protestant Temperament: Pattens of Child-Rearng, Relimows Expe-

rience, and the Self in Eady Amerioe (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1968).

. Miall Ferguson, Ewepive: How Hritein Made the Moedern Werld (London: Penguoin,

2(HM), 135.
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3.

54

b

ol
. Parma Sengupta, Pedagegy for Religion: Misgonary Eduweation and the Refashioning of

63

o,

iy,

67

i3

69,

T,

7

75

CAlca Archibald Little, Intimate Ching: The Chinese as 1 Have Seen Them (Lon-

don: Hutchinson, 1899, 250,
H. V. Morman, “Our Boys' School m Peking,” NM 2, no. 4 (January 19857 75

Julia Stone, Chinese Basiet Babies: A German Missienary Ferndling Home and the

Cairls It Raised, 18301514 (Wieshaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2003).

Henrietta Harrison, “A Penny tor the Little Chiness: The French Holy Child-
hood Association in China, 1843=1951" Americen Histericed Review 113, no. 1
[2008): 75,

Ferguson, Empire, xxv-xxvi.

Hindus and Mudims in Bengal (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2011), 1;
April Biccum, Global Citzenship and the Lepacy of Empine (London: Routledge,
20000, 23

Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Dutlo, Peor Ecnemics: A Radiol Rethinkine of the Fay
te Fiplt Glebal Peveny (Mew York: Public Affairs, 2012). Ben Ramalingam
describes reasons aid organizations overlook local complexities in Aid on the Edpe
of Chaes: Rethinking International Coeperation in o Complex Wodd (Oxford: Oxtord
University Press, 20035), For continuities, see Biccum, Cilebal Ciizenship, 7, 23-24,
Shirley ¥e, “The Grand Canal Project in Republican China,” paper presented at
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Chuarterly, no. 48 (1971): 698735,

“Minyun fimit zhidaohui suoshu ertong fuli jigon er zhi lin sui ertong nengh
diaochabiao ji youwguan wenshu' § 3008 G I8 6PN 00 A ha PR AE 4 ol T T
i AT R, SHAC, 11-4629, July-November 1947,

Drwight Edwards to the USC Child Weltare Traiming Program, February 14, 1947,
UCRNYPL-3/9,

Mora Tse Hsiung Cho (Nin Xiongzhi S8 F), “Minzha yu jiben jiaoyu'™ bR
=¥, EF no. 5 (1947): 2.

Fundamental Edvugation in China: A Repont (Nanking: Ministry of Education,
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Shanghai, 115, 145; fact-find ing
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educators,” 52, 174}, 18{k; Luoc Han's
anachronistic reading of his
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56, 63
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22,25, 34-37, 44, 69
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T1=73, 87-88; PRC's selection of
June first for, 2005; wartime
diversification of, 82, 88, (K}
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Weltare and Dievelopment
Committes of, 119, 143; forerunner
of. See China Child Weltare, Inc.;
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Hospital, 119 monitoring of medical
suppliss pledged to CLARA, 153;
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(CCWC), 1534, 136, 137, 140, 144, 147,
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society), 155

DuBois, Thomas, 53

Dunch, Ryan, 186

early childhood education:
administration of 196, 20K, 201;
childhood creativity valued over
overschooling, 12, 5; gender of
teachers, 117, 146; and indigenization,
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kindergarten t=achers; preschools

Ebrey, Patricia Buckley, 7

educational psychologists: American, xd,
wiit. See alse Anglo-American
education models; Dewey, John;
Frobel, Friderich William Augnst

Edwards, Dwight, (Former Peking
Y MOA secretary, UNRR A official),
147,152

Ens Manning, Kimberley, 189

Fairbank, John, 19
Fass, Paula, 1

[326]

Feng Zikai (artist), 46

Ferguson, Miall, §

Fernsebner, Susan K., 47

First Child Weltare Institute, 123, 126,
127

Fiske, John (philosopher), 44

Five-Love Educational Movement, 127,
19607, 201
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milk relief, 140, 141, 145, 156, 157,
158; chargs of corruption, 195
misionaries. Chinese children
recognized for agency to evangelize,
35-36; contribution to
modsrnization, 219; Educational
Asociation run by, 34; and Japan's
occupation of Shangha, %9 and
kindergarten education, 34; expertise
of, 9, 10
missiomary education, Chinsse
Commumsts' resvaluation of
traditional mistrust of, 165-66
mission charities: as proto-
nongovernimental organizations, §-9%;
sentimental bonds among children
around the world fostered by, 35
mission homes: NCWA's evaluation of,
21, 54, subpar conditions of, 61,
212-13
bditter, Fana, 155, See transnational

wel farism
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modem childhood, 2; as a catalyst tor
modernization, 12; construction of,
xiii; as requiring standard economic
conditions by the MOCWA, 158, and
missiomary sducation, 34; and the
popularization of preschools and
kindergartens, xiv; and the sentiment
of childhood imnocence, 2

modermization: and child weltfare, 24,
18889 modern childhood as a
catalyst for, 12; secular modemnity of
Chen Duxiu, 11=12, 13, 31-32;
“Western utility” distinguished from
“Chinese esence” by self-
strengtheners, 1011

Modern Parents (NOCWA journal): Chen
Zhengtan’s contributions to, 76;
images of orderliness and cleanliness
featured in, 65 middle-class parents
targeted by, 56

hMontessori methods, 4748

bMoore, Aaron William, 22, Ser
childhood, in relation to children

Moyn, Samuel, 237107

Mozi's analogy between dyed silk and
the tmprint of emvironment on
character of, 44

Mullaney, Thomas, 219

Mulready-5tone, Kristin, 84

bussoling, Benito, 215

Magle, |. Stewart, 64, 63, 67

Mamjing child welfare center in, 141, 145,
MNCWA children's center projectsd
tor, f3=04, §2-83 Reorganized
Matonalist Governoment in, 10K, 217,
as ROC capital, 62, 75, 82, See alse
Drrum Tower Kind ergarten

Manjing decade (1928-1937) NCWA's
execution of child welfare services

during, 54-35, 217
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Mational Association for Refuges

Children (NARC) (aka Wartime
Association for Child Welfare): and
female leadership, 190; international
and domestic cooperation on behalf
of children demonstrated by, 111, 124,
Tian Guilwan as director of research

and training at, 114

Mational Association for the Promotion

of Mass Education, sstablishment
of, 49

Mational Child Weltare Association

(MNOCWA): Allied funding of, after
the RO s retreat, 85 American
funders of, 54-55; autonomy during
pericds of state weakness of, 190; and
the care of abandoned children, 98;
and the COW. See China Child
Weltare Inc.; Child Protection
[Mwvision of, 57, 69, 73, 74; Christmas
card drives, 88; Christnmas toy drives,
#h; class-hased elitism of, 2240k
cooperation with non-Christian
institutions, 58-5%; hospitals
established by, 65970k journals
published by, See Child Welfare
Monthly; Moedem Parents; leaders,

See Chen Tissheng; Kong Xiangxd
(Dr. H. H. Kung); leadership
connections to politicians and
funders, 21, 57, fll=il; Manjing
children's center planned by, 6364,
H2=H3; post-war secularization and
loss of its religious distinctiveness,
24, 152; reconciliation of utilitarian
sclence with sentimental values,
15—, 112=13, 22 5; redressing of
social inequalities addressed through
humanitarian aid attempted by, 185,
rejection ofits political goals by

midlevel urban professionals, 77;

IMIYEX

ROC cooperation with, 54, 5657,
111=14; state patriotism championed
over the autonomous individual,
2021
and childhood as a site of prevention:
annual winter clothing drive, §6-87;
four major divisions of, 9; hospitals
and clinics established by, Wk
publicity as a key strategy for its
COTSCIoUANess raising, 24-25, B6-87;
vaccinations promoted by, T0=71,
202, See alse Children's Day; Child
Welfare Exhibat
and the status of the child in Chiness
society: and the one-child policy,
222 sentimentalization of the natural
innocence of childhood, 161, 223
Shanghai branch of: “advocacy work”
of, 9798, 113, 117; as a powerful
umbrella organization, 62; Christian
mission homes esvaluated by, 54,
clothing drive, 86-87; independence
fromm the ROC of, 80 and Lin
Kanghou's collaboration with the
Occupation government, 949 models
of childhood sentiment developed
by, 10K=101, 117

Mational Christian Counct] (NCC),

Child Weltare Project, 80 and the
MNOCWA, 58

Christianize the Home Movement:
Home Week lanmched by, iy
wartime parenting class offered by, 98

Mationalists (Guomindang): advocacy

ofchildheod, 19; integration
of welfare relief into national
industrialization as a challenge for,
150k reliance on Anglo-American
maodels, 19, 176; vision of peaceful
childhood, 19, 1M}, and wartime

fundraising campaigns, 8%
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Mationahists and Communists. See
Communists and Mationalists
MNew Culture Movement: Confucian
traditions and hisrarchies rejected by,
11; mainstreaming of ideals of, 113,
mischaracterization of Chinese
traditions by, 12
approaches to modern childhood, 187,
adaption by Chinese MNationalists, 19;
and Chen Hegin's reforms of the
Chinese family, 4142, 51; and
Chinese Commmunists, 220
MNew Life Movement, 72,74, 7, 78,
See also Women's Advisory Councl
Mie Fongzhen, General, 153
nongovernmental organizations
(MNGOs): compared with
government-organized MNGOs, 190,
28019 and differences between the
ROC and Shanganning, 130, 18%
mission charitiss as proto- BNGOs,
fi=4 philanthropic strategies of
Chinese NGOs, 69
Mylan, Michael, &

O'Eeefe, Amy Foxanne Merrill, 24,
115

one-child policy, 222-21

Orpinm Wars, 2

Orata, Pedro, 50

orphans and orphanages: aband oned
children houvsed at the Shanghai
Maternity Center, 98; Anglin
Family's Pentecostal Home, 61;
Borderland Orphanage. See Border
R egion First Children's Orphanage;
Buddhist children's homes, 151; and
the challenge of placing children
without entering the business of
child trafficking, 63; and the Child
Welfare Flatform, 135; founding of,

[332]

as a pohitical measure to counter
imperialism, 4; and the need for
MNOCWA to have steady funding,
frd=05; peroeived abuse of foundlings
by Catholic nuns, 34; warphans, 81,
10kfr, 110k Western mission orphanages
regulated by the NCWA, 61-62; Yu
Ying Tang, 136, 1500 See also
Fragrant Hills Orphanage; mission
homes

Pan Guangdan (positive sngenicist), 43

Pan Kaipei, Tao Xingzhi criticized,
160748, 171

parenting, 21, 41, 44, 48,51, To, 77, 98,
10K, 115, See alse tiger mothers

Pearl Harbor bombing: diversion of
American funding away from
Occupied China to “Free China,”
1#1; tacit wartime collaboration
revealad by, 991Ky LS.
government support for the Chinese
war effort prior to, §9=90, 1046

Pei Yii Mursery School, 114

Peng Zhen (Beijing major), 204

People's Education, founding by the
Mational Mmistry of Education, 167
publication of criticisms against
pragmatism, 167=17; radical
influence on Living Education, 1659,
173

People’s Education publishing house,
167

Plum, (Marie) Colette, 112, 260m72,
27n22

preschools: and childhood
sentimentality, 117; and
modernization, (M, as 1 venue for
oversight, 107, See alse carly
childhood education; kindergartens
and kindergarten teachers; women,
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and the double burden of
maotherhood and work

Price, Mildred (Head of the China Aid
Council): allocation of welfare to the
Morthwest, 153; on private funding
of Chinese children’s charities, 156

prosttution: NCWA commitments to
prohibiting the sex trade, 73-74;
prevention of, 64

psychology, 12, 23, 340, 36—48, 60, 113,
1200, 122 127, 144, 150, 161, 1646, 173
183=85, 195, 197, 214, 220

Prutt, la, 264ndd

Puett, Michael, &

Pusey, [ames Reeve, 9, 204

Qing dynasty, competition betwesn
Japanese educators and Western
mlssionaries, 33

Chng reforms, late: and childhood
education, fi, 353; and scientific
knowledge and political loyvalty boeti
valued by, Wb See alse Shanghai

Kindergarten Society

race and racial tensions: and Chen
Heqin's development of an indigenous
torm of childhood education, 30-51;
and the Chinese American Boy
Scouts, 38; cross-racial analysis in the
social sciences, 38, 50 in the United
States as a microcosm for global
nequalitiss, 148, See alo Chinessness

Fansmeier, Johanna, 7

Red Cross: Chen Hegin enlisted to
direct educational programs for, 94;
cooperation with China Child
Weltare, 84; International Fed Cross
Hospital tor Children. See Shanghat
Public Children's Hospital;
International Red Cross of China,

I E X

4 Japansse Red Cross, 53; well-
baby clinic at Bethune Memorial
International Peace Hospital, 115;
Women's Red Cross, 74
Roed vs. expert, 2=3, 8, 10, 177; as
compared with professional ization vs.
indigenization, enlightenment vs.
enchantment, 3, 25 46, 176, 1958
Reeves, Caroline, 33
R etuges Children's Home: and the
Battle of Shanghai, 81; Christmas toy
drive for, 86
Reimisch, Jessica, 132
R eorgamized MNationalist Government in
Manjing, 10K, 217
Republic of China (ROC): ambasador
to the Umited States. See Sze, Alfred
Sao-ke; and blockade to Communist
areas, 152-55; and Chen Hegin's
kindergarten corriculum, 49%; and
child labor, 18; fabi currency, 85;
large-scale modernization projects
of, 132=33; leaders of. See Chiang
Kai-shek; Sun Yat-sen; Xiong
Xiling; Yuan Shikai; minister of
education. See Cal Yuanpet; Social
Foelief Act of 1943, 113, 136, 137,
See alse Xiong Xiling
Bureau of Social Atfairs, and
UMNE RA, 143; measurss to increass
the life expectancy for infants and
young children, 107
retreat to Chongging, 8, 82, 118, 217,
and allied funding of the NCWA,
#5; and ROC s administration of
treaty-ports, 79 wartine aid,
G910k See alse Chongging
Richards, Timothy (missionary), 34
R.oberts, Florence (head of China Chald
Welfare, Inc), 8283
R.obeson, Paul (singer), 91
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Roogawski, Routh, 20Kp, 2003

R oosevelt, Mrs, James, championing of
aid in support for global democracy,
441, 155

Rooussean, Jean-Jacques, 48, 168, 212

Sanchez-Eppler, Karen, 35

Schmalzer, Signd, 203

Schneider, Helen M. on family
education undertaken by WAC and
women's colleges, 114=15, 121;
Mationalists’ ¥ ideology of the happy
family” described by, 20, 107, 208

Schools for Children of Revolutionary
Heroes, 110

Schwartz, Benjamin, 14

scientization (exuehug): and Chen
Hegin’s embrace of scientific reform,
45, 48, 214; “imparting a love of
science’ as part of the Five-Love
Educational Mowvement, 20H; and
indigenization, 3, 33=36; influx of
scientific thinking during the late
Qing, Ik integration of science and
political education, 23, 9110k, 203,
scientific expertse of missonaries, 9,
1k, the wniversal truth-value of
Western scientific knowledge, 5, 10,
29-340), 51, Ser alse indigenization.

Scott, James, 14, 131-32

Self-strengthening movement: “Western
utihity” distinguished from “Chinese
emence” by, 10=11. See alse
Chinesensss

sentimentalization: and Chen Hegin's
projection of his own life as an
exemplary model of the modern
Chinese family, 214-15; and the
“ideology of the happy family,” 137,
158, 208; use of photography and
letters to foster it, fd-—0h, 91

[334]

sentimentalization of childhood:
American impressions of, 104, 107,
129; and developmental psychology,
161; and economic modernization,
221; and modern childcare, 117, 119,
127; promaotion during wartime,
OH-07, 105=6, 113, 117; reconciliation
with utilitarian instrumentalizadnon
by the NOCWA, 105-6, 112-13, 223,
223%; and the rise of consumer
culture, 24, 91,222

Seth, Samjay, 5, 2930, 51

sex trafficking, 73-74

Shaanxa-Gansu-MNingxaa (Shanganming)
Border Fegion: wartime security of,
1045, See alse Border Region
(Shanganning) Government; Yan'an

Shanghai: administrative control of
schools in the 19510k, 181; Early
Childhood Normal School | 145;
Japaness war with ROC armiss in,
AO=81; Juvenile Court established in,
73; as a locus of modermization,
16=1%; MOCWA'S annual winter
clothing drive in, 86-87; private
philanthropy sparked by the Battle of
Shanghai, 80-82; wartime major
Chen Gongho, 100; YWOCA in, 116,
144, 149

Shanghai Anti-tuberculosis
Association, 96

Shanghai Children's Bureau, 5657

Shanghai Children's Nutritional Aid
Committee, 90 Red Cross funding
of, 54

Shanghai Children’s Theater, 155

Shanghai Federation of Charity
Organizations (SFCOY), Christian-
Budd hist collaboration for, 81, 86;
creation as a responss to “Bloody

Saturday,” 81
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Shanghai French Concession: infant
maortality in, 16; Japanese occupation
of, 217; map of, xxii

Shanghai International Settlement:
Chen Heqgin as minister of Chinese
education in, 51-52, 57, 94
establishment of preschool for
workers' children, 75; and the
Japanese Oocupation, 81, 99 as the
lone island during World War 11,
H4=85; map of, xxii; in the MNanjing
era, 217

Shanghai Kindergarten Society, 1, 33,
189

Shanghai Retuges Maternity Center,
housing of families of expectant
maothers, 95; and merger with the
Shanghai Public Children's
Hospital, 95
Shanghai Public Maternity and
Children's Hospital: legal problems
of, 953; location of, 93

Shanghai Public Children's Hospital
{aka Shanghai Fublic Hospital for
Children, merged with the
Intzrnational Red Cross Emergency
Children's Hospital): and children's
nutrition, 96 formation of, 93;
namees of, 258n128; proposed
establishment of, 70 and real estate
costs in Shanghai, 95

Shanghai Tuberculosis Hospital:
Children's Ward supported by the
COW, 94y donations acquired by
D, Tashiro tor, WY, fundraising by
Huizenga Les for, 96-497; LS.
donations secured by Alfred Sze, 9

Sherman, Rev. AM. (missionary), 16

Shi Liang, 1940

sishr (traditional private school): Chen
Heqgin's memaories of, 31; and the

I E X

indigenization of Chinese education,
172; continued popularity of, 24(n8§;
veneration of Contucius in, 3

slave education (mufia figepu): Japanese
Olccupation association with,
260n191; missionary schools’ training
of Chinese children as * hittle foreign
devils” viewsd as, 4, 32 177,
Mationalists’ “America worship”
associated with, 17677, 207

Smith, Aminda, 167

Smith, Arthur (missionary), 54

social Darwinism: Chen Hegin's
selective adaptations of, 23, 214; and
John Fiske's notions of evolution, 44;
and racial self-strengthening, 3 rise
of interest in, 13

Social Relief Act of 1943, 113, 136, 157

Sommer, Matthew H., 13

Song Adling jaka Madame Kong), 24,
81, 114, 26d4n44; hushand of . Ser
Kong Xiangxi (Dr. H. H. Kung).
See alve Song sisters

Song Meiling (aka Madame Chiang or
Madame Song): children's program
in the Border Region, 128; child
weltare used tor political purposes
by, 17, 22, 89, 1046, 110; Christian
womanhood projectzd to American
audiences, 110; leadership of the
Schools for Children of
Revolutionary Heroes, 11 as
secretary on the Child Labor
Comumission, 17

Song Qingling (aka Madame Sun; the
“mational mother™), 10, See also
Song sisters

Song sisters: American sympathy and
financial support for the ROC
elicited by, 83; funds raised for

refuges reliet and the war effort, 89,
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Song sisters (oont.)
ina gz of modern domestic and civic
relationships projected by, 24-25,
1¥ =100, See alse Song Ailing; Song
Meiling; Song Qingling

Song Ziwen (aka T. V. Song), 131

Soviet educational and institutional
practices: and the infuence on 1950k
education in China, 125, 16067,
173, 185; kindergartens as the first
step to shaping a predisposition for
collactive living, 204, 216; preschool
as a means to fres women and
children from the “tyranny of the
family,” 13; privileging of high-
pertorming cadre schools, 205

Soviet Union: efors to support
childcare for factory workers, 77;
rumars of the kidnapping of Chinese
boys for adoption, 195; LS. charity
distinguished from Soviet loans, 166

Stilwell, Joseph, gift ofan X-ray
machine to Bethune International
Peace Hospital, 124

Stone, Julia, §

student work opportunities, and the
Threes Peoplss Party's Youth Corps,
144

Sun Fo (Sun Ke; son of Sun Yat-sen), 68

Sun, Madame (Song Qingling): and the
challenges of wartime inflation, 92;
Children's Program in the Border
R egion, 119 154

Sun, Pearl (granddanghter of Sun
Yat-sen), 114

Sun Yat-sen: commemoration of, 49,
5i); as the tather of the mation, 14;
school located near his grave in
MNanjing, 110

Susumu, Fuma, 4

Sze, Alfred Saoc-ke, 37, 96

[336]

Tao Xingzhi: criticism of his rural
education movement, 168-7, 171;
influence on Chen Heqgin, 37, 42;
Mational Association for the
Fromotion of Mass Education
established by, 49 and the planning
of the NCWA Nanjing Center, 64,
See also Living Education | Tao
Xingzhi and Chen Hegin's
theories of)

Taylor, Jeremy, 1060

Tchou, Thomas (£hu Maocheng,
industrial secretary to the Chiness
Y MCA)Y, 17-18

Tetwes, Frederick €., 178

thought reform, in the antipragmatist
campaign, 16}, 178; in the classroom,
183; different types of, 178; and
schoolteachers, W66, 180, 182, 220; in
the Socialist revolution, 167, 179, 204

Tian Guiluan fwite of David MNew), 86,
HH, WK, 114, 137, See alse Mational
Association for Refugee Children
(NARC)

Tianjin uprising (1870, 4. See
kidnapping, Catholic nuns accused of

tiger mothers, 1, 2

trafficking Ser kidnapping

transnational aid programs: early
twentieth-century charities as
precursors to LS. developmental
aid, 8-9; and local control, 53;
sentimental bonds among children
around the world Ffostered by mission
charities, 35, See alse China Chald
Weltare; United Service to China

transnational philanthropy, consumer
economics, 21-22

transmational welfarism for “MNew

transmationalism™), famine relief in

India as an example, 134, 155, 157
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Treaty of Manjing, and “China’s century
of humiliation,” 2. See also
treat y-ports

Treaty of Versailles, 12, 530, 39, 218

treat y-ports: as a legacy of the Opium
Wars, 211; diversion of American
funding tfrom Oecupied China, 100,
217; ROC negotiation tor
administration of, 34, 213; and
ROCs retreat to Chongging, 79;
slave education perceived as created
in, 32. Ser alse Shanghai

Tsu, Caroline (Xu Lingyu), 94

Tu Zhemei, 17677

Tuberculosis Hospital. See Shanghai
Tuberculosis Hospital

U, Eddy, 181, 20K}, 220

United China Fehet (LICR):
channeling of funding to
Communists by, 106, 216; and the
complications of transnational
wel fare, 899, 112; and the
comsumer sconomy, 22-23, 91

United MNations Feeliet and
F.shabilitation Admimstration
(UMNRE R A): and equal opportunity
hiring, 148; leveraging of welfare
reliet to contain social unrest, 138;
legacy of UNRR A workers, 1459;
multiple goals of, 132; quality of care
tssues, 143 -44; training vs.
distribution, 142151
“Westernizing” infuences of, 132;
and ROC control of funds from, 131
Ser Chinsse MNatomal Reliefand
R.ehabilitation Admimstration
(CHNERA); and the ROC's inability
to resolve the Civil War, 154,
secularization of the BMOCWA in its

documentation, 22; unevenness of

I E X

personnel of, 142-44. See alse Lewis,
Winita
United Service to China (USC), 133

vaccinations: and kindergartens as
verines for government campal gns,
2082, NCWA'S promotion of, T0=71,
2102

VanderVen, Elzabeth R, 10, 240n8

Wakeman, Frederic, Jr., 54

Wang Jingwei, slogan “Asia for the
Astans” of, 79, 1{K}

Wang Yitmg (philanthropist), 59, 68

Wang Zheng, 192

wartime aid: and Banks in Shanghai, 8%
and the mstrumentalization of
childhood “warphans,” 110k and the
retreat of the ROC, 99-10K); and
the sentimentalization of childhood,
12030 154, Ser alse Pearl Harbor
bombing

wartime pronatalism: asa reversal of
pro-bdalthusian trends, 107;
propaganda tor, 95, 110-11; and
tuition costs for cadres with multiple
children, 2iM. See alse infant
mortality

Washington, Booker T, 38, 177, 220

Wel, C. X, George, 133, 153, 157

Western Hills Orphanage (Xiangshan
Ciyowyuan). See Fragrant Hills
Crphanage

Wilson, Woodrow, 39, 218

women, the double burden of
motherhood and work: and Ding
Ling's criticism of the CCP, 121,
1849, 194 and the function of
preschools for, 1068, 116; and labor
shortage, 108, Nationalist

articulation of, 12934}
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wornen, the double burden of
motherhood and work (rent )
educational and protessional
opportunities for, and indigenization
(Bentudinng), 26; training of
kindergarten tzachers at Fragrant
Hills Orphanage, 151, 184 Zhang
Zonglin on traiming young women
as teachers, 36, See alse Chald
Welfare Leadership Training
Programs
role in the implementation of modern
childhood, 187; and the scientihc
training of mothers, 115; as trained
governesses, 10
Women's Advisory Council (WAC) to
the Mew Life Movement
cooperative “work socisties”
created by, 116; nurseries and
preschools established by, 108;
apparent PLA distrust of, 16k
regulation of children in state-
sponsored homes, 217; relocation of
displaced children to their home
areas, 1346 and the Women's
Federation, 188
Women's Federation: autonomy during
perieds of state weakness of, 190; and
breastfeeding, 192-93;
institutionalization of childcare
promoted by, 1§9-493; intervention in
the daily lives of women, 188, 206k
membership in, 185990 and the
pro-tem constitution of 1949 as a
basis for its reforms, 196G; publications
of, 202; and the state's appropriation
of zarly childhood education, 19
top leadership of. See Cai Chang; He
Kiangning Li Dequan; Shi Liang;
Song Qingling; and trustzeship of
the Shengel Preschool of Beijing,

[338]

195; and the valuation of childeare as
a profesion, 19445

Wong, Amos (Wang Yihui, physician),
G-y

Woo-Cumings, Meredith, 9

W, Bev. Andrew (Wa Weide), 63, 75,
77, 88, 99

Wu Tiecheng (Shanghat major), 73, 75,
155

W, Zhuzhe (kindergarten expert), W, 33

XiJinping: China's Confucian cultural
hentage championed by, 224;

Xing, Jun, 3, 152

Kiong Mao Yanwen, 74

Xiong Xiling, 74; daughter of. See Chu,
Mora Tse Hsiung; Fragrant Hills
Orphanage founded by, 49, 151; and
the Shangha Children's Burean, 57

Xu, Jing, 223

Xu, Lanjun, 12

Yan Fu (intellectual), 9
Yan Xiu (reformer), 9-10, 33
Yan'an: childeare work promoted as
having revolutionary value, 123,
child weltare eforts i, 11924
hospitals in. See Bethune Memaorial
Int=rnational Peace Hospital;
“Marxist Maternalist Equality”
celebrated i, 189, See alse Border
R egion (Shanganning) Government
preschools: caregivers' use of child
psychology to command obedience
with gentle suasion, 127; medical
maonitering of, 124=23. See alse Los
Angeles Preschool (aka Los Angeles
Kindergarten)
Yan'an Rectification Campaign, 17,
12324, 177, 183; and “collective
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criticism” by children at the Los
Angeles Preschool, 12027 183

Yeh, Wen-hsin, 16, 210

Yenching University, men associated
with the YMOCA at, 152

Ye, Shirley, 84

Yiwen Kindergarten, 198

YACA: Better Home Campaign in
China, 76; Chinse education leaders
associated with, 3, 36, 65; former
Peking secretary of. See Edwards,
Drwright; men at Yenching University
associated with, 152; and the
MNOCWA, 58, 6263, 76, 95, 08,
St. John's University's YRCA
Middle School, 81; Shanghai
YMCA, 36, 45, 95

YHACA and YWCA: child welfars
campaigns, H2=63, i and
humanitarian relief tor problens
associated with industrialization, 17,
Student Relief Committes sponsored
by, 146

Youngguang Temple Street
Kindergarten, 18283, 198, 208

Youth Corps, 84; Thres People's Party's
Youth Corps, 146

Yu Lucke (intellectual), 205, See alse
Cultural Revolution

Yu Zhijie, 1A See alse Chen Hegin,
criticism of; Chen Hegin, students of

Yuan Shikai, 11

YWCA Chongging Y WCA Working
Mother's Mursery, 139, Christian
home movement, 116; Edith Bremer's
YWCA International Institutes in
the United States, 36-37;

empowerment of Chinese Women,

I E X

17; essays on modern childrearing in
journals published by, 215; general
secretary Ding Shujing, iy
inspection of industrial conditions in
Shanghai, 98; and the NCWA'S
annual winter clothing drive, §6;
Shangha Y WCA Working Mother's
Mursery, 14}, 149; and the Women's
Federation, 189

Zahra, Tara, 133, 15358

Zanasi, Margherita, 65

Zarrow, Peter, 49

Zelizer, Viviana A 3

Leng Guilin, 5354

Zhang Lingguang, 170, See Chen Hegin,
criticism of

Zhang Wendou: as Chen Hegin's
secretary, 1AL, 183; denunciation of
American educational models, 169,
Elemeentary Scieol Education for
Chiddven with Special Needs, 182-84

Zhang Youyu (Burean of Childhood
Education’, 207

Zhang Zhidong (reformer), 10, See alse
SelfFstrengthemng

Zhang Zonghn: The Evelutionary History
of Kinderpartens, 24; on training
young women as teachers, 36

Zhou Enlai, 1k, 1533

Zhou Guizhi (Yan'an nursery staff), 122

Zhou Zooren (literary writer), 12, 13, 41

Zhu Zhanggeng (physician, NOCWA
meber), 57, 649

Zhu Ziging (literary writer), 44

Zhu Jingnong (aka King Chu, Minister
of Education), 151

Zurndorter, Harriet, 88
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