
FR
O

M
 T

H
E 

A
R
CH

IV
ES

Find Similar Titles More Information

Visit the National Academies Press online and register for...

Distribution, posting, or copying of this PDF is strictly prohibited without written permission of the National 
Academies Press.  Unless otherwise indicated, all materials in this PDF are copyrighted by the National Academy 
of Sciences. 

To request permission to reprint or otherwise distribute portions of this
publication contact our Customer Service Department at  800-624-6242.

Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Instant access to free PDF downloads of titles from the

10% off print titles

Custom notification of new releases in your field of interest

Special offers and discounts

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING

INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE

NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

This PDF is available from The National Academies Press at http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401

Pages
68

Size
6 x 9

ISBN
0309289165

Field Guide to Brazil (1960) 

Hutchinson, Harry William; Committee on International 
Anthropology; Division of Anthropology and Psychology; 
National Research Council 

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401
http://www.nap.edu/related.php?record_id=18401
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401
http://www.nas.edu/
http://www.nae.edu/
http://www.iom.edu/
http://www.iom.edu/


-r. l 
·� 

Field Guide Series Number Five 

Committee on International Anthropology 

of the 

Division of Anthropology and Psychology 

LFIELD GUIDE TO BRAZIL 

H. W. Hutchinson 
� 

Publication 908 

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES-NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

Washington, D. C. 

1960 

Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Field Guide to Brazil
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401


' --) -
J :;; z7 

Library of Congress 
Catalog Number: 61-60066 

Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Field Guide to Brazil
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401


PREFACE 

This guide to field research in Brazil is one of a series being is
sued under the auspices of the Committee on International Anthropology, 
which was established in 1957 by the Division of Anthropology and Psy
chology of the National Academy of Sciences-National Research Coun
cil. The project has been made possible by a grant from the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York. The Committee is composed of the following: 
Charles Wagley, William R. Bascom, Ralph L. Beals, George M. 
Foster, Alexander H. Leighton, David G. Mandelbaum, and Bernard J. 
Siegal, with Mary Jean Kennedy as Executive Secretary. 

The proposal that such field guides be prepared came from a con
ference of anthropologists held at Columbia University in December, 
1 9 56. The Committee has treated the project as an experimental one, 
recognizing that the audiences to be addressed are rather diverse, e. g. , 
the research worker with a project and area in hand, graduate training 
seminars, the social scientist wanting to make professional contacts, 
and that the materials would have to be stated mostly in general terms. 
Specific information might become rapidly outdated, and discussion of 
some of the most crucial and delicate problems concerning relations 
of the anthropologist with governing authorities, the indigenous elite 
groups, and other interested parties in a given field situation might have 
to be glossed over. Five significant areas were chosen by the Committee 
for a first set of field guides: India and Pakistan, Japan, a zone of West 
Central Africa, Oceania and Brazil. It is hoped that, should they prove 
useful, similar guides may be prepared on other important areas, wheth
er under the Committee's auspices or otherwise. 

The purpose of these field guides is to provide information which 
the research worker, entering an area for the first time, should have 
in order to plan his trip, get clearances from governments, deal with 
interested scientific institutions and scholars, comport himself properly 
in relations with local leaders, and establish generally a favorable work
ing status for himself prior to the point where he applies his professional 
techniques to the problem in hand. These matters of administration and 
diplomacy complicate scientific work in every area, but they are rarely 
referred to in the literature on "field work methods. " They are partic
ularly serious for the anthropologist, who must live and work in indig
enous settings often in remote places. Yet, they also face the scien
tific visitor in any other discipline. An economist or entomologist 
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may find his work hampered by a non-cooperative official, or access 
to local helpers blocked as a result of antagonizing a religiou s leader. 
It is hoped, therefore, that, though the guides have been prepared by 
anthropologists, and for convenience are addressed to anthropologists, 
they will prove to be of use to research workers in other scientific 
fields. 

The Committee chose in the case of each guide an anthropological 
specialist with recent field work experience in the area concerned to 
write a first draft, with the exception of India, for which two authors 
were chosen. The resulting manuscript was put into the hands of at 
least four carefully selected additional specialists, who undertook to 
offer their comments in writing. Members of the Committee also read 
the manuscript and discussed it in a formal meeting. For the India and 
Africa guides, special conferences were held, the first at Stanford Uni
versity and the second at Northwestern University, bringing together 
key specialists including senior field workers for a critique of their 
respective contents. The authors of the initial drafts then reworked 
their manuscripts to take advantage of the resulting suggestions. 

The Committee reviewed various publication possibilities, taking 
account of the fact that other specialists might want to have a say on 
their contents, including scholars in countries outside the United States, 
especially in the areas with which they deal. It has been decided to 
issue the guides separately, and to distribute each one initially to insti
tutions and scholars known to have an interest in the region concerned. 
Comments are invited as a basis for revision of the guides, and in re
lation to the possible preparation of guides for other crucial areas such 
as the Middle East and Southeast Asia. Such comments should be sent 
to the Committee on International Anthropology in care of the Division 
of Anthropology and Psychology, National Academy of Sciences -National 
Research Council, ZlOl Constitution Avenue, Washington ZS, D. C. 

The Committee is warmly appreciative of the cooperation of Dr. 
Glen Finch of the Division of Anthropology and Psychology of the 
Academy-Research Council in advancing the field guide project. 

Washington, D. C. 
August 1 5 , 1 9 61 

Charles Wagley 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

For the social scientist and particularly for the anthropologist, 
Brazil consists of two separate worlds: the modern and the aboriginal. 
The problems involved in research are quite different for these two 
basic areas. 

The contrasts to be found from area to area give Brazil a dis
tinctive flavor and interest. Hand in hand with the contrasting ways 
of life are the phenomena of change-economic, social, and cultural
the dynamics of the social sciences. 

Despite contrast and change, there is recognizable unity in Brazil, 
which makes it stand apart from the rest of South America. That unity 
is best expressed by the language, Portuguese. In contrast to the rest 
of South America, where Spanish is the official language, all Brazil
ians, with the exception of a handful of Indians, speak Portuguese. 
Brazil is the world's largest and most populous country that speaks a 
Romance language. 

With a population of approximately sixty-seven million and grow
ing at an annual rate of Z. 5 per cent, Brazil is not only the largest South 
American nation, but is also among the top ten nations of the world in 
population. In area it is surpassed only by three other nations, the 
U.S. S. R. , Canada, and the U.S. (with Alaska). 

This giant went through the turmoils of colonialism and achieved 
independence over a hundred years ago. It is now politically seasoned 
and is making the great step from a predominantly agricultural country 
to an industrialized one. It is conscious of itself as a nation with a pur
pose and with the potential of taking its place among the leading nations 
of the world. 

In contrast to the Highland South and Central American areas, the 
Indian problem is greatly reduced-insignificant when viewed in terms 
of national problems. Nevertheless, the Indian still represents a fruit
ful field of investigation for those interested in the study of native peo
ples, for Brazil is one of the world's few areas in which small, iso
lated tribal groups can still be found, although this condition is rapidly 
disappearing even in the most distant corners of Brazil. 
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A considerable amount of national legislation is designed to regu
late the fortunes of the Indians. The official body which administers 
Indian affairs is the Serviyo de Prote�tlo aos Indios (Indian Protection 
Service), which is part of the Conselho Nacional de Protec;lo aos 
Indios (National Council for the Protection of the Indians). This orga
nization's headquarters are in Rio de Janeiro, and it has established 
Indian posts in strategic areas of the backlands where different groups 
can be most easily contacted. 

Various missionary orders of the Catholic Church, mainly the 
Franciscans, Salesians, and Dominicans, are active in Indian affairs, 
with missionary colonies established throughout the backlands. 

There is no good Indian census. There are only estimates of the 
present-day Indian population, the best of which places the number of 
Indians between 68,100 and 99, 7 00. This population is distributed into 
various subcultural groupings ranging from tribal Indians to those in
distinguishable physically and culturally from Brazilian peasants, but 
who take refuge in the legal fact of being Indian and thereby enjoy cer
tain protections and privileges. 

There is a body of documentary information available about Bra
zilian Indians, dating back to the period of contact and conquest. In 
the present century ethnographic field work has been carried out and 
recorded in Portuguese, English, French, and German. Today the 
acculturative aspects are probably the most interesting for study, as 
even the tribal groups have been modified to some extent by their con
tact or active avoidance of contact with western civilization. 

Visitors continue to be welcomed for independent research, al
though more and more projects are being undertaken by Brazilian social 
scientists in collaboration with foreigners. 

In the patterns of research in the past few years there can be dis
tinguished four different categories of activities for the visiting social 
scientist. Each of these categories requires a different approach. 

The first category consists of the work of the ethnographers who 
are interested in independent study of Brazilian Indians. Such study 
requires preparations for work to be done in distant and often quite 
isolated regions which may be reached in a matter of hours by plane, 
but which then put the research worker on his own resources. His 
success will depend upon his previous planning. 

A second category is independent research or contractual research 
for a government agency carried out in a rural zone. This type of work 

2 

Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Field Guide to Brazil
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401


requires preparation in a regional context, and the actual field work 
must be carried out under rural conditions which vary widely in the 
accommodations and services they have to offer. 

A third category consists of the activities of technical advisers 
or experts assigned to work with a group of Brazilian social scientists. 
This type of work demands collaboration and interaction with colleagues. 
It usually involves living in a major city and entering into a round of 
official activities, as well as extensive travel throughout the country. 

A fourth category is teaching. The visiting professor is expected 
to have something new to offer. He will frequently encounter profes
sionals of different fields among his students. He is also expected to 
lead in field research. This type of assignment usually requires that 
the visitor live in a major city and follow the academic schedule of 
his colleagues. 

All of these types of research are challenging, and all can be 
carried on successfully. There is still room for new and independent 
research, but the visitor will be subjected to critical appraisal by his 
Brazilian colleagues who have considerable faith in the efficacy of the 
social sciences in the solution of problems, and particularly the prob
lems which face Brazil in its endeavors to emerge as a leading nation. 
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ll. THE NATION: ITS DIVISIONS 

There are many Brazils-there are two-there is one-this is a 
problem which bothers Brazilians and non-Brazilians alike. Nowa
days, the drive for industrialization, which in the Western concept im
plies standardization, makes it necessary to create a nationwide image 
of the "average man. " 

However, the "average man" in Brazil has existed less perhaps 
than in most other basically Western nations. The very concept of 
average is foreign to Brazilian culture. The image of Brazilian culture 
presented to the outside world is usually a resum� of the characteristics 
of a very small, 'lite part of the population. Many Brazilian authors 
present this picture as one of considerable cohesiveness. However, 
the portrait Brazilians have of themselves, for themselves, is quite 
different. It is primarily characterized by the differences between 
various segments of the population. The differences are underlined, 
compared, and relished. Seeing oneself as an individual and one's in
group as different rather than as average is to be Brazilian. 

Perhaps the effect of social living on the Brazilian individual's 
ideal conduct should be looked at from the point of view of the effect of 
environment on culture, permissive and ultimately restrictive, but 
not necessarily deterministic. This aspect becomes a dilemma with 
the drive to industrialize and with increasing urbanization. The seeds 
of a basic cultural change of the self concept are being rapidly planted
progress demands conformity, standardization, and sameness in the 
material and non-material aspects of life. This is probably more dif
ficult for Brazilians to germinate than it was for other peoples who have 
preceded them in the industrialization process. 

Linked with this cultural characteristic of permissive individual
ism, which may be included as part of basic Brazilian culture, are a 
number of other factors which make for differences and create the seg
ments mentioned above. These factors are historical, regional, and 
isolation-contact. These tightly intertwined factors have been res
ponsible for the appearance of culture areas in Brazil. Each area 
shares features of basic Brazilian culture, but each area exhi�its 
specific deviations and traditions. Each shares responsibility for how 
far these areas have come towards modernity. One non-Brazilian 
author speaks of "two Brazils"-the archaic and the new. This is an 
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oversimplification for handling the diversification of cultural data found 
in Brazil. 

Brazilians themselves tend to make a superficial division of Bra
zil into two major cultural areas-the North, which corresponds to the 
archaic, and the South, which corresponds to the new. (See Map 1.) 

Map 1 .  The North and The South 

The North includes roughly the area which would fall to the east 
of a straight line drawn from Belem to Rio de Janeiro. In a general 
way the characteristics of the North include tradition and adherence to 
it, and therefore lack of progress in spite of potential. At the same 
time intelligence, refinement, and political astuteness are combined 
with indolence and lack of initiative; uneducated, unaided masses stand 
in contrast to the few who are favored. The North, and especially 
Bahia, represents for all of Brazil nostalgia for the good life. 
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The South, from Sao Paulo to the ·Uruguayan border stands in 
contrast. It is the symbol of material progress, of the 20th century 
and its lack of tradition, foreign influence (through immigration) , and 
somewhat lacking manners, refinement, and the arts of living. For 
the nation however, the South, and especially Slo Paulo is the new 
pride-the competitive, the modern-the showcase for the rest of the 
world. 

The appearance of a number of culture areas in Brazil is closely 
linked with the historical development of the nation. This development 
was characterized by a series of "booms and busts"-or exploitative 
patterns of settlement and economic cycles. Each economic cycle took 
place in a different natural area where a series of factors made possible 
the establishment of civilization and consequent regional adaptations of 
the old Portuguese colonial culture patterns. Sugar, ores, coffee, 
rubber, cacao, and cotton were the principal boom products. They were 
responsible for the regional development of what we now call culture 
areas. Each development grew rapidly and was then followed by a 
period of decadence when a new development came into being, and ali! 
interest shifted to a new area. The by-passed areas settled back into 
long periods of economic decadence and cultural stability, intensified 
by lack of communication with other Brazilian areas and with the rest 
of the world. This isolation is now being broken down and the old pat
terns are being rudely shaken by industrialization, science, and prog
ress. 

In a recent article, a prominent Brazilian anthropologist reviews 
the many attempts at area delineations and points out that, although dif
ferent authors use different criteria for marking off areas, there is 
general agreement on seven major culture areas: ( 1 )  the Amazon, (Z) the 
Dry Northeast, (3) the Northeast Coast, (4) the West, (5 )  the industrial 
zone which h as its center in S�o Paulo, (6) the mountainous region, and 
(7) the South. (See Map Z. )  

The Amazon encompasses basically tropical forest environment 
associated with the great river and its tributaries. Culturally, it is 
backward in the sense that economically it continues to depend upon 
the exploitation of natural resources, especially forest products. Much 
of th e population lives at a bare subsistence level. · The scene of the 
former rubber boom, which crashed in 1912, the Amazon region, waits 
for the future. 

The Dry Northeast includes most of the scrubby semi-desert 
areas of the northern states lying just below the tropical forest environ
ment. This region depends economically on cattle and goat raising, 
some cotton growing, gathering of nut crops, extracting of waxes, an d 
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1. Amazonia 4 .  The West 
Z. The Dry Northeast 5 .  The Industrial Zone 
3. The Northeast Coast 6. The Mountainous Region 

7. The South 

Map Z. Culture Areas 

subsistence agriculture. It is an exciting region, well-known for its 
messianic movements. Prone to droughts and their disastrous conse
quences, it presents a whole array of problems of a technological nature 
concerned with bringing the environment under control . This region has 
a very high birth rate. It supplies the rest of Brazil with migrant 
workers-north, south and west-a constant outward flow of people in 
search of life. 

The Northeast coast is a rather narrow, lowland strip . It runs 
from about Rio de Janeiro north to a little above Recife. This coastal 
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strip was the scene of some of the first settlements and includes the 
cities of Bahia (Salvador) and Recife, the opulent colonial cities whose 
wealth was based on sugar cane and slave labor. This is a region which 
presents fascinating aspects-many of these have been incorporated 
into the regional literature which is some of the best Brazil has to offer . 
The sugar boom in this area ended about 1750. 

The West is probably the least-known area from the point of view 
of systematic study. It includes parts of Goias and Mato Grosso. It 
is an area often compared with the old U. S .  far west-a last frontier. 
It will undoubtedly be important soon, due to the shift in national focus 
caused by the moving of the federal capital to Brasilia. It is a fabulous 
area from the point of view of natural resources. At the present time 
it is used for cattle raising and the rivers are sifted for diamonds. 
Transportation difficulties retard the area 1 s development and discourage 
study. 

The industrial zone has its center in sao Paulo. It is composed 
principally of a triangle enclosing Sao Paulo, Belo Horizonte, and Rio 
de Janeiro. In reality it is misleading to call it industrial, for this 
area encloses a large part of the great coffee, cotton, and sugar cane 
plantations and it supports some of Brazil's best herds of cattle. It 
is the area of most progress-best roads, transportation systems, pub
lic services, and income per capita. 

The mountainous region consists of those parts of western Bahia 
State and Minas Gerais in which the principal activity is mining. This 
was the scene of Brazil's second historical boom-mining for gold, 
silver, and diamonds in the 1 8th century. A second phase seems to be 
developing at the present time. It is concerned with the search for and 
development of mines for industrial purposes. Culturally this area 
presents some interesting facets of colonial living patterns which ex
tend into the present. At least two of the cities of the area have been 
set aside by the federal government as living museums (Ouro Preto 
and Rio de Contas) . 

The South includes the states of Parani , Santa Catarina, and Rio 
Grande do Sul.  It is non-tropical, and is peopled by non-Portuguese 
and recent immigrants from Europe. The South as a region presents 
an entirely different face to the world. Recent in comparison with the 
other areas-not yet the scene of any specific boom-the South never
theless presents a picture of slow and steady progress. Its economy 
has been based on subsistence agriculture, lumbering, cattle raising, 
wine making, and manufacturing of leather goods. It is now slowly 
turning to industry. Although the South combines Italian, German, 
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Slavic and other elements in contrast to the Iberian background of the 
rest of Brazil, it nevertheless is becoming characteristically Brazilian. 

Attempts are also being made at dividing Brazil officially into 
regions, by the Conselho Nacional de Geografia (National Geographic 
Council). (See Map 3.) All statistical data gathered and presented by 
the IBGE (Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatistica) follows this 
regional division. The cultural regions discussed above have one 
disadvantage here. One state may have territories falling into one, 
two or more cultural regions (i.e. Bahia) and thus statistics for such 
regions cannot be found. 

1. The North 4 .  The East . 
2. The Middle North 5. The Central-West 
3. The Northeast 6. The South 

Map 3. The Great Regions of the IBGE 
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The IBGE division creates five regions: 

1. North-Rondonia, Acre, Amazonas, Rio Branco, Para and 
Amapa 

--

, 
2. Middle North-Maranhao, Piau1 
3. Northeast-Ceara, Rio Grande do Norte, Paraiba, Pernam

buco, Alagoas 
4 .  East-Sergipe, Bahia, Espirito Santo, Minas Gerais, Rio de 

Janeiro, Guanabara** 
5. Central- West-Goias and Mato Grosso 
6. South-Sao Paulo, Parana, Santa Catarina and Rio Grande do 

Sul. 

**As of 1960, the former federal district (Rio) is now the state of 
Guanabara. 

Administratively Brazil is divided into 2 1  states, four territories, 
and one Federal District. (See Map 4 . ) The names of the states are 
listed above with the territories underlined. Each state has an elected 
governor and legislature. The territories are governed by a federally 
appointed administrator. Brasilia, the new federal district, is similar 
in status to the District of Columbia. 

The states are divided into municipio a (counties), each municipio 
with an elected prefeito (mayor) and camara (aldermen). In 1957 there 
were 1, 895 municipio&. This number continually increases due to the 
continual splitting up of old municipio& and the creation of new ones, as 
the former distritos {districts) into which municipio& are divided reach 
certain standards of population, income and so on. It is worth noting 
that the sede de municipio (county seat) regardless of its population size 
or its income, is formally classified as a city and its population corres
pondingly classified as urban. 

The social scientist going to Brazil must be aware of these dif
ferent divisions and the meaning of the divisions for Brazilian citizens. 
Brazilians tend to be regionalistic. They give their primary allegiance 
to kinship groups which are traditionally connected with a region. With
in any given region, the people tend to be bairristas (locally minded), 
giving their major emphasis to som e given locale within a region, and 
holding locale and its ways to be better for them than the ways of other 
locales. 
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States Caeitals States Caettals 

1. Amazonas Mana us 1Z. Minas Gerais Belo Horizonte 
z. Para Be1'm 13. Espirito Santo Vit6ria 
3. Maranhlo Sao Luis 1 4. Rio de Janeiro Niteroi 
4. Piau{ Teres ina 15. Guanabara Rio de Janeiro 
5. Ceara Forta1eza 16. Slo Paulo Sao Paulo 
6. Rio Grande do Norte Natal 17. Par ani Curitiba 
7. Paralba Joao Pessoa 18. Sta. Catarina Florian6polis 
8. Pernambuco Recife 19. Rio Grande do Sul P&rto Alegro 
9. Alagoaa Macei6 zo. Goi's Goilnia 

10. Sergipe Aracaj� z 1. Mato Grosso Cuia� 
11. Bahia Salvador D. F. -Brasilia 

Territories: A. Rio Branco c. Acre 
B. A map! D. Rond6nia 

Map 4. Administrative Divisions 
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III. THE SOCIAL SCIENCES IN BRAZIL 

The social sciences are part and parcel of Brazilian intellectual 
life, even though they are unevenly developed, Prior to the early 1930's 
there was no university system as such. However, in the separate 
faculties or schools of law, medicine and engineerl.ng, some concepts 
of the social sciences were being introduced, With the establishing of 
the university system, courses in the social sciences were introduced. 

Considerable work was done in those early years of a social
historical nature, as well as reinterpretation of even earlier works of 
journalists and observers who became known as sociological pioneers. 

Certain of the more exotic elements of Brazilian culture were 
studied and described, such as Africanisms (cultism, foods, and dances). 
In the field of indigenous studies much work had been done by Brazilians, 
North Americans, Germans, French, and Italians. 

With the beginning of the university system, it was necessary for 
Brazil to import a number of teachers whose disciplines were part of a 
university system, but whose disciplines had heretofore not been a part 
of the Brazilian scene. This was particularly true in the social sciences. 
The major centers of activity, Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, received 
the collaboration of French, German, and North American professors 
in geography, economics, anthropology, and sociology. A nucleus of 
Brazilian students was formed in the thirties and forties. Many of 
these students took Ph.D.'s in the U. S. and in Europe. The best 
formed groups are probably found in sociology, anthropology, and in 
geography. Economics, political science, statistics, and modern 
history lag. 

At any rate, the social sciences have now made considerable prog
ress in Brazil. Most of these disciplines were introduced with applied 
emphasis. For example (leaving aside the question of Indians), the 
first institution established, the Escola de Sociologia e Politic a de Sllo 
Paulo (School of Sociology and Political Science of Sao Paulo), was 
established in 193 3 after the revolution which the state of Sao Paulo 
lost. The School was established for the specific purpose of teaching 
the social sciences and investigating the social milieu with a view to 
avoiding any repetition of that upheaval. 
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More recently, the social sciences (especially sociology and 
anthropology) have been called upon as basic instruments in research 
which has specific governmental ends in view. These include new edu
cational programs, health programs, and schemes of regional develop
ment. 

To understand what is happening to the social sciences in Brazil, ' 
it is necessary to know about the university system and its way of teach
ing thos e disciplines. For the most part, the social sciences are taught 
in the Faculties of Philosophy, which are a part of each state university. 
The same is true of the Catholic universities which are now forming. 
One of the primary purposes of the Faculties is to prepare secondary 
school teachers, and the curriculum is arranged to that end. The fresh
man entering the Faculty decides beforehand what his major field of in
terest is. He then takes an entrance examination which is especially 
designed for the four- year course offered in that specialty. For the 
student who has decided to follow social sciences (which are not taught 
in the secondary schools), there exists the cur so de ci�ncias sociais 
(social science course), a four-year program which includes mathe
matics, sociology, political economy, philosophy, human geography, 
general and applied statistics, social psychology, anthropology, ethno
graphy, political science, and ethics. 

This has been one of the least successful courses in the university 
system. It attracts few students, and many of these are mediocre aca
demically. Since the social sciences are not taught in the secondary 
schools, there are no secondary school jobs available for the successful 
graduate. This area of study is not yet prestigeful. There is little true 
specialization of sociologists, political scientists, etc. Rather jacks-of
all-trades are the product. ·· 

Under the 11Jliversity system as it now is, a professor is restricted 
to teaching a few basic courses in his discipline-how many times in each 
semester he teaches the same course depends on how many students there 
are and whether or not there is a night school as well as the daytime ses
sion. 

Under this system an anthropologist, for example, seldom teaches 
his own personal specialty. This has considerable impact on the pursuit 
of research work by Brazilian social scientists. Rather than synthesizing 
his field research, thinking, and teaching activities and thus benefiting 
both himself and his students, he must keep each separate. What suffers 
is field research. Furthermore the involved examination system at the 
beginning and end of the school year cuts down his vacation time when he 
might do research. Leave of absence for resea-rch is rare. Lack of 
funds for social research prevents the carrying out of actual field research 
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and consequently the teaching of up-to-date data and the stimulation of 
students. The university system thus tends to promote only biblio
graphic research. 

Although provisions for graduate work are incorporated in the 
regulations of the various faculties, in only one or two instances (Sao 
Paulo especially) has graduate work been pursued. A doutorado (doc
torate} is offered in a number of fields. This requires many years of 
work, especially reading, plus the writing and defending of a thesis. 
Few students active in the social sciences have been able to complete 
this lengthy and rigorous training. 

An intermediate step, corresponding roughly to the U. S. master's 
degree, is also provided , called especializas;ao. Again, as in the case 
of the doutorado this does not function in all the universities, due prin
cipally to shortage of teaching personnel. Like the doutorado, it tends 
to involve a highly personalized relationship between the pupil and pro
fessor. 

The teaching hierarchy in the faculties is as follows: each sub
ject or discipline taught has a cadeira (chair}. The chair is held by a 
catedr!tico who corresponds roughly to the U. S.  full professor. Accord
ing to law the catedratico is appointed for life tenure on the basis of a 
competitive examination which includes the writing of a dissertation as 
well as demonstrating teaching techniques. At the present time, many 
catedd.ticos in the Faculties of Philosophy are those who were originally 
appointed to their particular chairs when the universities were estab
lished in the 1 9 30's and 1 940's, and therefore did not undergo the above 
competitive requirement. Also many are catedraticos contratados, or 
simply hold a four year contract with the Faculty to teach a given sub
ject. It is presumed that an examination will be opened by the end of 
four years, which will allow the contratado to be examined and admitted 
to the chair for life. 

The catedratico, whether permanent or contracted, is the pro
fessor. He may be assisted by a number of persons. First in rank 
is the livre docente (free lecturer), who has acquired his doctorate 
but who has not entered competition for catedr{tico nor is a catedratico 
contratado. He is , however, entitled to the rank of professor. 

The next category is that of assistentes, or assistants. These 
may or may not have their doctorates. They hold a contract, frequently 
on a yearly basis. 

Until recently two other categories existed-the auxiliares de 
ensino (teaching auxiliaries) and auxiliares de pesquisa (research 
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auxiliaries) . In many cases, such as in the University of Sio Paulo, 
these individuals are contracted for. In many of the smaller universi
ties these people offer their services gratis in order to gain experience 
and also in the hope that a contracted assistantship will open for them. 
In many cases these individuals, who carry a full teaching load and are 
listed in the official catalogue, donate their services over a period of 
years. This practice is now being abolished. 

The hard core of working social scientists in Brazil has long rea
lized the inadequacy of the school system in relation to social science. 
In recent years an Instituto is frequently attached to one of the teaching 
chairs of a faculty . This creation gives considerably more leeway in 
training and research. 

It is possible for the active catedr!tico ( full professor) to establish 
an institute linked to his chair and to receive funds from a number of 
different sources. Few or no federal rules govern the activities of an 
institute. Therefore, in a number of cases what amounts to graduate 
work can be offered in an instituto, which presents the graduate with a 
diploma of its own. This diploma, while of no value in the federal 
government's official recognition and registration of university degrees, 
shows at least that the course was completed. 

A still more recent development which has had considerable in
fluence on the social sciences in Brazil came about when a branch of 
the federal Ministry of Education wanted to carry out a long range pro
gram of social research throughout the entire nation to be used in edu
cational planning. The major obstacle to the carrying out of this work 
was finding qualified personnel to do the field work. Few or no people 
were available, and the universities were turning out poorly prepared 
graduates, incapable for the most part of undertaking work of this scope. 
Therefore a small center was set up to carry out a special training pro
gram in anthropology and sociology, with emphasis on field work. 

The Centro Brasileiro de Pesquisas Educacionais (Brazilian Center 
for Education Research) is supported by Brazilian funds with additional 
aid from UNESCO particularly in the form of technical aid (educators, 
psychologists, anthropologists and so on) . This Centro is having a pro
found effect upon the social sciences and particularly upon sociology and 
anthropology in Brazil . 

The Centro has the best social science library in Brazil and by 
far the best trained personnel. Its major center is located in Rio de 
Janeiro. It has also established a number of regional centers in Belo 
Horizone, Slo Paulo, Porto Alegre, Bahia and Recife. These work 
under the basic orientation of the group in Rio. Well financed, this 
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organization has succeeded in employing most of Brazil's competent 
people in the social s ciences, either full- or part-time. Moreover it 
has brought about a concentration of their efforts on situations and 
problems having to do basically with education, although this is broadly 
defined. 

Although the Centro tends to monopolize the productive energies of 
many of these people, theoretically preventing them from carrying out 
research in other fields, it has nevertheless been a tremendous stimu
lus to active research work. 

In spite of the advances made in the last thirty years, Brazilian 
social sciences have not succeeded in keeping up with other developments. 

The university system hinders the growth of the sciences because 
of the rigidity of teaching schedules and because of the nature of the li
brary system. Most of the libraries are divided into separate faculty 
libraries. This makes eros s referencing difficult. Furthermore, the 
importation of books is almost beyond the financial means of most of 
the universities because of the adverse differential in the exchange rates 
between Brazilian currency and hard currencies. Little or no work in 
translation is going on so that this means of dissemination is cut off . 

Most Brazilian social scientists work in isolation, from each other 
and from other members of their faculties. This is due to factors in
herent in the university system as well as ·in the general social organiza
tion of Brazilian society . 

While there is a hard core of trained personnel in the social sciences, 
very many of those called sociologists, for example, are self-taught in
dividuals whose backgrounds are primarily in the humanities and law, 
not in science. 

The continued growth of the universities, both state and Catholic, 
spreads out even more thinly the number of trained people available. 
This is part of the growth problem of Brazil. Many competent people 
are diverted into better paying activities than those that are offered by 
college teaching and scientific research, especially social science re
search. 

Smaller numbers of students are now being sent abroad for train
ing in the social sciences than previously and smaller numbers of foreign 
social scientists are being brought in. The cost of graduate training in 

any one of the social sciences in the U. S.  is almost prohibitive for Bra
zil. Many Brazilians who started graduate training in the U. S. , but who 

did not finish, express dissatisfaction with sociology, or anthropology, 
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or whatever the discipline happens to be, and the way they get to exer
cise that discipline. Many of these people are incompletely trained 
professionally. Faced with the practical necessities of making a living 
in rather difficult fields, their professional work suffers. 

There are a number of glaring omissions in the development of 
the social sciences in Brazil. Little or no attention is given to rural 
sociology, to extension methods, and to community development in 
spite of the non-urban character of Brazil. Demographic studies are 
limited almost entirely to the Conselho Nacional de Estat{stica (National 
Statistics Council) . Linguistics also is lacking despite the abundance 
of indigenous languages and the variations of the modern languages found 
in Brazil. Archaeology and physical anthropology also are spotty. 
There is little modern development of political science or of modern 
history. There is lack in the field of economics, and as yet little or 
no work being done in behavioral theory. 
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IV. SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIO NS IN BRAZIL 

There is a bewildering array of scientific institutions and orga
nizations in Brazil . Some are old; some are new; still newer ones are 
being formed. Some try to stimulate the sciences, some distribute re
search funds, some do research, and others teach. 

In the following, an attempt is made to distinguish types of scien
tific institutions and to identify those that seem to be the moat active. 

Professional organizations hold fairly regular meetings. One of 
the difficulties that these organizations face is that distances are great 
in Brazil and transportation is costly for members of professional or
ganizations to attend meetings. This has given most Brazilian profes
sional meetings a rather distinct flavor. To a great extent meetings 
are financed by a host university, frequently in cooperation with the 
municipal government of the locality . Participating members are in
vited to the meetings and transportation and lodging are usually pro
vided. A meeting takes on something of a special character-the 
Governor, the Rector of the University, the Prefeito and other dignitaries 
of the state and local governments appear, frequently offering banquets, 
cocktail parties, and receptions. Provisions are made for the whole 
group to visit the sights of the city and of the countryside and to witness 
exhibitions of regional dances. Many of the papers presented at the 
formal sessions are of high quality. The extracurricular activities, 
seeing what is characteristic of the area, meeting people outside one 1s 
own discipline, and the friendlineas of the gathering make a Brazilian 
profeasional meeting a real highlight, and one which a visiting anth
ropologist certainly should not miss. 

Some of the professional associations are: 

Aasocia�i.o Braaileira de Antropologia 

c/o Manoel Diegues Junior, rua da Matriz, 9Z 
Botafogo, Rio de Janeiro, Eat. da Guanabara 

Sociedade Brasileira de Sociologia 

c I o Frank Goldman, Faculdade de Filosofia, Ci�ncias, 
e Letraa, Sao Paulo 
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Associacio dos Geografos Brasileiros 

Se�ao Regional de Sao Paulo. P. 0. Box 8105, Sao Paulo 

Comisslo Nacional do Folclore 

c/o Renato Almeida, IBECC, Rio de Janeiro 

Sociedade Brasileira de Genetica 

c/o 0. Frota-Pessoa, Faculdade de Filosofia, Cic!ncias, 
e Letras, Slo Paulo 

Most of these associations publish news bulletins which are sent 
to the members more or less regularly. They also either publish or 
arrange for the publishing of scientific journals such as the Revista de 
Antropologia. In addition, most publish the papers given at the annual 
meetings. 

There are also a number of governmental and semi-governmental 
agencies which play an important role in connection with the social 
sciences. These are of value to the prospective field worker in Brazil. 

The Conselho Nacional de Pesquisas (National Research Council), 
Rio de Janeiro, as its name would indicate, is an over-all coordinating 
agency for all the sciences. However, the CNP only partially includes 
the social sciences in its orbit of activities. It is nevertheless an im
portant organ of information, particularly for those interested in 
sciences related to the social sciences. 

Similarly, IBECC, Instituto Brasileiro de Educas;ao, Ci.!ncia e 
Cultura (Brazilian Institute of Education, Science and Culture), plays 
an important role in regard to the social sciences. It is principally a 
sponsoring agency and an important source of information. It some
times sponsors scientific meetings when local funds are inadequate. 

The CBPE, Centro Brasileiro de Pesquisas Educacionais (Bra
zilian Center for Educational Research), was created under the larger 
program of INEP, Instituto Nacional de Estudos Pedagogicos (National 
Institute of Pedagogical Studies), which in turn is linked to the Ministry 
of Education and Culture. The CBPE is basically an institution with an 
applied objective. It uses the social sciences, and particularly the tech
niques of sociology and social anthropology throughout Brazil to gather 
data to be used for the planning of a new educational system. 
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This Centro maintains its master center in Rio de Janeiro. It 
also has a number of regional centers (see p. 1 5 ) .  The Centro has 
set up a training center for research workers in the social sciences. 
As instructors •\it uses Brazilian anthropologists and sociologists and 
some foreigners supplied by UNESCO. This center has been in opera
tion for a number of years and has a solid core of research workers. 
It is carrying out a broad program of bibliographic and field research. 
Through its tie with its regional centers, the Centro has many of Bra
zil's leading social scientists working for it, directing field teams as 
well as doing some original bibliographic work. The Centro in Rio 
also has Brazil's finest social science library. 

For the social sciences, this is probably the most important in
stitution in Brazil. A visitor to Brazil should be able to get useful in
formation from the people at work here, and particularly orientation 
about the possibilities for carrying out research work in many regions 
of Brazil. It would probably also be possible to find research assist
ants here, if the project in some way ties in with the Centro's broad 
aims. 

Another important agency located in Rio is CAPES, Campanha 
Nacional para o Aperfeis:oamento de Pessoal de Nivel Superior (National 
Campaign for the Improvement of Personnel in Higher Education). This 
organization is basically oriented toward education and its problems, 
especially higher education. CAPES is the major agency of the Bra
zilian government for hiring foreign professors in the social sciences 
and in all fields of education. For the visitor to Brazil, CAPES' major 
contribution is as a source of information about teaching and research in 
the universities. In addition to importing foreign specialists, this or
ganization sends Brazilians abroad for training and it supports many 
new teaching and research projects throughout Brazil. The monthly 
bulletin it issues is an important source of information. 

The Fundac;l:o Getulio Vargas in Rio de Janeiro is another im
portant institution for the observer and student of the contemporary 
Brazilian scene. The Foundation is particularly active in the field of 
economic analysis. The monthly report published by the Foundation, 
the Conjunctura Economica (in Portuguese and in English), is an in
valuable source of accurate and up-to-date information. The Foundation 
is a possible source of research assistants. 

The Institute Brasileiro de Geografia e Estat!stica, which pub
lishes and interprets census data, is of the utmost importance to the 
social sciences. The Anuario Estat!stico (a yearly publication) and the 

trimestral statistical bulletin and the laboratories which produce them 

are useful to the social scientist. 
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This organization is now completing the Encyclopedia of the 
Municipios-some forty volumes following the regional division of Bra
zil mentioned earlier. The Encyclopedia contains specific historical, 
geographical, statistical, economic and pictorial data about each of 
the almost two thousand counties in Brazil. 

The Servic;o de Protec;ao aos Indios maintains the Museo do Indio 
in Rio de Janeiro. For those interested in work among Brazilian Indians 
contact with this organization and its parent supervisory body, the 
Conselho Nacional de Protec;lo aos Indios, is necessary. Official per
mission of this organization is necessary in order to undertake studies 
of the Indians, unless one chooses to work through one of the religious 
orders which cares for certain groups of Indians. The cooperation of 
the Service and, through it, the cooperation of the Brazilian Air Force 
for transportation and supply assistance, becomes almost a basic re
quirement. 

In addition to securing the permission and cooperation of the 
Indian Service, it is also wise for the research worker to establish con
tact beforehand with some Brazilian research organization which is in
terested in the area to which the ethnographer wishes to go. Such or
ganizations include the regional museums and institutes (see Appendix 
B). 

A major international organization is also located in Rio de 
Janeiro. This is the Centro Latino Americana de Pesquisas em Cilncias 
Sociais (The Latin American Center for Research in the Social Sciences), 
which is the UNESCO Latin Arne rican research center. (The UNESCO 
Latin American teaching center is established in Santiago, Chile). Bra
zil contributes financial support to this center and the director is a Bra
zilian anthropologist. A visitor to Brazil should make contact with this 
organization which, while it does no t carry out specific research proj
ects, coordinates and supervises broad areas of anthropological, socio
logical, and economic research in Brazil as well as throughout the rest 
of South America. This is a clearing house of news for social scientists. 
The Centro publishes a monthly Bulletin. Arrangements can be worked 
out for the research worker to be attached to this center in order to 
carry out specific projects in Brazil. UNESCO has been important in 
the social sciences in Brazil and is outstanding for the stimulus it gave 
to the studies of race relations, carried out in the north under the direc
tion of Charles Wagley, in Rio by L. A. Costa Pinto and in Sao Paulo by 
Flores tan Fernandes. 

There are two other institutions in the North which are of interest 
to the social scientist. The Instituto Joaquim Nabuco in Recife, Pernam
buco, is under the auspices of the Ministry of Education. It can supply 

Zl 

Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Field Guide to Brazil
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401


information that will aid the investigator interested in the Northeast 
coastal and interior areas. 

Farther south, in the capital o£ the state o£ Bahia is the Fundac;ao 
para o Desenvolvimento das Ciencias na Bahia (the Foundation £or the 
Development o£ the Sciences in Bahia). This Foundation was estab
lished several years ago by the Secretary o£ Education o£ the State o£ 
Bahia. Its first program in the social sciences was a series o£ com
munity studies. The Fotmdation supports projects in all o£ the sciences. 
It can help finance projects o£ Brazilians and foreigners. It has in
formation and £acUities to offer to the visitor interested in research in 
the state o£ Bahia. 

These are the principal scientific institutions which can be o£ help 
to the visiting anthropologist. Their £unctions £or the visitor are prima
rily in providing information about areas. bibliographic material, and 
informants and other key persons who become necessary £or successful 
field work. These organizations also can often aid in making travel ar
rangements. 

There are numerous museums in Brazil. The following are the 
most important £or the social scientist: 

The Museu Emilio Goeldi in Belem is known principally £or its 
ethnographic collections and its tradition o£ research among Brazilian 
Indians. The Museu Nacional in Rio de Janeiro has an excellent ethno
graphic collection. Its personnel are part o£ the Servic;o de Protec;lo 
aos Indios. Also in Rio is the Museu do Indio which deals with the Bra
zilian Indian. It is also maintained by the Servic;o de Protes:ao aos 
Indios. 

Jn Slo Paulo, the Museu Paulista is an ethnographic and historical 
museum. The Revista do Museu Paulista carries on a long tradition o£ 
excellent papers on the Brazilian Indians. In early 1 960,  some o£ the 
personnel o£ the Museum were active in establishing the Instituto de 
Pd-Historia e Etnologia. 

In Parw. the University o£ Parau in collaboration with the 
Divislo do Patrim6nio Hist6rico e Art{stico Nacional (Division o£ the 
National Historic and Artistic Patrimony) maintains the Museu de 
Arqueologia e Artes Populares in Paranasu'. Para�. 

Most o£ the state capitals have state museums. These are his
torical £or the most part. Also in a state capital there may be an 
Instituto de Geogra£ia e Historia, which is generally non-scientific in 
outlook, but frequently has a good library. Some o£ the best libraries 
in the social sciences to be found in Brazil are private libraries. 

2.2. 
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Rather than examine the long list of institutes which exist-some 
only on paper, some actually functioning-it is perhaps more worth
while to go over the major centers of activity in the social sciences. 

Rio de Janeiro has traditionally been the center of the Brazilian 
world, and this has been as true for the social sciences as for other 
aspects of Brazilian life. Undoubtedly the change of the capital from 
Rio to Brasilia will bring about a shift in this emphasis. Plans are under 
consideration for the establishment of a major university and museum 
in Brasilia, and undoubtedly more such moves will be made. However, 
for the time being, Rio continues to be the most active center. 

In Rio, the University of Brazil gives courses in the social science 
program of its Faculty of Philosophy, and in the newly created Instituto 
de Ciencias Sociais, which plans an eventual graduate training and re
search program. 

Also important is the Pontffica Universidade Cat61ica, and its 
newly created Escola de Sociologia e Polltica do Instituto de Estudos 
Polltieos e Sociais. This s chool offers a four-year course in the social 
sciences. 

Outside of Rio there are a number of other active centers. In the 
north is the Museu Goeldi in Bel�m. A good deal of data on the modern 
aspects of the Amazon Valley also exists in the archives of the unsuc
cessful Superintendancia do Plano de Valorizac;lo EconAmica da Amazania, 
located in Bel�m. This is an economic development organization for the 
entire valley. 

Moving southward, the next active center is Recife, Pernambuco. 
Here are the Instituto Joaquim Nabuco and the Centro Regional de Pes
quisas Educacionais. The Faculty of Philosophy and the state museu m 
are also important centers in Recife. These centers are particularly 
concerned with Afro- Brazilian aspects, and with data of modern Bra
zilian culture in general. 

In Ceara there is the Instituto do Ceara, founded in 1 887, which 
has published its journal, the Revista do Instituto do Ceara, annually 
since 1 887 . This Institute has one of the finest historical collections 
in Brazil. 

A little further to the south, in Alagoas, is the Comissi:o Alagoana 
de Folclore. Folklore in Brazil, while not actively taught in the Facul
ties, nevertheless holds a place of honor as an intellectual pursuit. 
Alagoas is one of the more fascinating areas for this type of study. 
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In Bahia there is another active center in anthropology. The 
Faculty of Philosophy offers a four-year course in the social sciences. 
The Fundacao which has already been mentioned is an important contact 
point. It publishes a quarterly bulletin. Also in Bahia is the Instituto 
de Economia e Financas , a semi-governmental organization working 
in collaboration with the University of Bahia. This again is a develop
mental institution. It uses the methods and data of the social sciences 
as a basis for state planning in all fields. 

In Minas Gerais, the state University has an active center in 
economic and political studies , as well as in sociology. The University 
Council publishes the trimestral journal, Revista Brasileira de Estudos 
Pol{ticos. 

In Slo Paulo two different units of the University are active in 
the social sciences. First is the Escola de Sociologia e Pol{tica , the 
oldest ( 1 9 3 3) teaching center in the social sciences in Brazil. This in
stitution is probably unique in all of South America. Recently turned 
into a Foundation, the Escola, as it continues to be known, has a four 
year undergraduate program and a two-year graduate program leading 
to the degree of Master of Social Sciences. This school is a semiauto
nomous part of the University of Slo Paulo, and is probably the most 
flexible of all Brazilian institutions in this field. 

The Faculty of Philosophy also has a strong department which 
gives a four-year course in the social sciences , as well as the types of 
graduate work previously described. Many of the people of the Faculty 
are connected with the regional center of educational research. 

The Faculty of Philosophy is also active in the field of human 
genetics. It does original research and , under a Rockefeller grant, 
offers a special course in human genetics. 

The Museo Paulista has already been mentioned. 

In the state of Para� there is another interesting development. 
Here work is being done in the social sciences ,  and especially in arch
aeology and human genetics , as well as in modern Brazilian culture. 
There is a Conselho de Pesquisas (Research Council) in the Faculty of 
Philosophy which acts as a coordinating organ for scientific activities 
in the state. 

In summary , flowing out from Rio de Janeiro there is a strong 
current of applied anthropology and sociology, as well as economics. 
There is a certain concentration on the use of the social sciences for 
educational research and planning and for regional development. A 
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good deal of pure research goes on-ethnology and archaeology in the 
far north, social anthropology and folklore in the central regions, eco
nomics and a start on political science in Minas Gerais, ethnology, 
social anthropology and human genetics in the Sao Paulo region, and 
archaeology and human genetics in the south. 

Certain other sources are potentially important for the social 
scientist. Among these are the various semiautonomous commodity in
stitutes, such as the Instituto de Ac;ucar e Alcool, the Instituto Brasi
leiro de Caf�, the Instituto de Cacau (Bahia), and the Instituto Bra
sileiro de M&te. These institutes frequently have excellent specialized 
libraries dealing with all aspects of the crop with which they are con
cerned, and also have a number of persons interested in the social 
sciences who have done spade work in the field. These institutes have 
their own statistics bureaus and some of them issue regular journals 
which carry information of value to the social scientist. 

Information, leads, tips, and facilities can be provided by the 
state as well as by federal bureaus of agriculture. Materials relating 
to land tenure, land use, migration , and immigration data can be found 
in these bureaus. Most of the state governments also maintain their 
own statistical organizations and issue their own anuarios . or annual 
statistical data. 

A non- scientific source of pictorial data is the archives of the 
popular magazines 0 Cruzeiro and Manchette. Journalism has tradi
tionally had a high prestige role in Brazil, and these publishing concerns 
in Rio have some excellent photographic material from all the regions 
of Brazil. The Sunday papers in the principal cities carry important 
articles by prominent scholars as well as useful book review sections. 
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V. U. S. AND EUROPEAN INTERESTS IN BRA Z IL 

A number of the U . S. Foundations and U . S .  business corporations 
have interests in Brazil . The U . S . government also has several active 
agencies in Brazil . 

The Rockefeller Foundation maintains a permanent office in Rio 
de Janeiro . Its principal interests in Brazil are in medicine, agri
culture, and huma n genetics. 

The Ford Foundation is developing an interest in Latin America. 
For the time being it may restrict its activities to economics and edu
cation . 

The Henry L. and Grace Doherty Charitable Foundation offers 
aid for research in South America, particularly Chile . It has also 
contributed towards Brazilian studies. 

The Guggenheim Foundation, Carnegie Corporation, the National 
Science Foundation, and the National Institute of Mental Health have all 
supported studies in Brazil . The U. S .  Educational Defense Act, Title 
IV ,  makes available fellowships for the study of Portuguese language 
and cultur e .  The Social Science Research Council has a new program 
of grants in support of research on Latin American countries for social 
scientists and humanistic scholars. 

Three American Universities have special Brazilian programs
New York University, the University of Wisconsin, and Stanford Uni
versity. The New York University program has been in effect for two 
years, the Wisconsin program is just finishing its second year, while 
Stanford will start its program this year. New York University has 
instituted a " junior year in Bahia, " and the Wisconsin program is con
sidering doing the same, perhaps in Porto Alegre . Vanderbilt Uni
versity at one time had a Brazilian Institute and may reactivate its pro
gram in the nea r future. 

Among government agencies, the Fulbright Commission (United 
States Educational Commission) has an office in Rio de Janeiro. Ful
bright grants in the U . S. are administered by the Conference Board of 
Associated Research Councils, Committee on International Exchange of 
Persons, Zl O l  Constitution Ave. , Washington Z5, D. C .  T his agency is 

Z6 

Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Field Guide to Brazil
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401


becoming an important contact point between American and Brazilian 
scholarly institutions. It administers exchanges of students and of pro
fessors . One difficulty with the Fulbright program is that it does not 
pay sufficiently . Payment is made in cruzeiros (the Brazilian unit of 
currency) at a rate which was calculated some years ago before in
flation had gone as far as it has . The result is that the Fulbright salary 
is not enough to support a man and his family . At times the Fulbright 
grantee may receive a modest supplemental amount from the host in
stitution, but this cannot be depended upon . The Fulbright program does 
provide unique opportunities for experience within the Brazilian uni
versity system, either in teaching or research. This is most satis
factory when the grantee has already been in contact with Brazilian 
colleagues and has been requested by the colleagues' university . 

A little-used research or study opportunity is that provided by the 
Buenos Aires Convention Fellowship, handled in the U . S .  by the Depart
ment of State and in Brazil by CAPES . Here again, payment is in the 
currency of Brazil, and some supplemental source is necessary . 

The Organization of the American States also is a source of support 
for those wishing to study in Brazil. 

United States governmental interests in Brazil center in Rio de 
Janeiro, where the Embassy is located . There are U. S .  Consulates in 
most of the state capitals, particularly those which are port cities . 
Inquiries can be directed to the Cultural Attache in the Embassy or to the 
USIS representatives in the consulates. General assistance can be given 
to American citizens at any of these consulates . 

The U. S .  State Department in cooperation with the Brazilian 
Government maintains binational centers in most of the large cities. 
These centers, usually called the Uniao Cultural Brasil-Estados Unidos, 
provide information about the U. S. and conduct English courses for the 
local Brazilian population . They usually have libraries which are non
technical for the most part . A visiting anthropologist is frequently asked 
to give talks at these centers, and they are often good places to make 
contacts which will be useful in field work, and even to look for as
sistants-for translating, for interpreting, or for general field work . 

The U. S .  Government Point Four Program in BJ"azil is fairly 
extensive . It covers business and public administration, geology, engi
neering, education, agriculture, and public health. Participants in the 
Point Four Program have a wealth of knowledge and experience in Brazil 
which could be of value to the social scientist going to Brazil for the 
first time. Point Four personnel have had experience in many of the 
regions of Brazil and with many different Brazilian sub-cultures . 
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Michigan State University, Purdue University, and the University of 
Southern California have contracts with the International Cooperation 
Administration for work in Brazil. 

In addition to government agencies active in Brazil , there are 
many North American business firms whose offices are most often lo
cated in Rio de Janeiro, Sio Paulo, and in some of the other state capi
tals. Slo Paulo and R io de Janeiro have U. S.  Chambers of Commerce 
which work very much in the same way as the Chambers of Commerce 
in any U. S .  city . T hey hold luncheons, have guest speakers, and, 
most importantly , provide news in English of developments on the in
dustrial, commercial , and social fronts. 

T he question arises as to how much the social scientist going to 
Brazil wishes to identify himself with North Americans and the U. S.  
Colony . It  is difficult to answer this, for whether the scientist will un
duly prejudice his relations with the Brazilian community by too close 
relations with the U. S.  Colony depends upon the character of particular 
research projects. Some individuals, especially those who have gone to 
Brazil in a teaching capacity , seem to feel that no harm comes to them 
from consorting almost exclusively with North Americans after class 
hours. Others who have gone for research primarily have attempted to 
divorce themselves from much connection with their compatriots. 

Most of the large cities have colonies-U. S. , British, and others . 
Many of these people have been in Brazil for years and know their way 
about very well . Because of this they can often give helpful instruc
tions about many of the everyday problems which crop up when living 
in another culture . T his is particularly true for wives who, in most 
cases, need some guidance as to food, measures, prices, and so on. 

Many of the individuals in these colonies have for med prejudices 
and misinterpretations of many aspects of Brazilian life which it would 
be better for the social scientist to avoid, particularly at the beginning 
of his residence in Brazil when he is apt to be highly impressionable. 
Constant com pany with these colonies prolongs the language-learning 
period and makes mastery of the language difficult. 

Increasing nationalism makes it easier to offend one 's  colleagues 
whether in the teaching field or in research by too close association 
with North Americans and too little with Brazilians. It is not easy to 
combine the two associations, for this usually leads to considerable 
constraint on the part of the Brazilians. T he best course must be deter
mined at the time. 

European scientific interests in Brazil have been greater in the 
past than they are now. Brazil's earliest intellec tual ties were with 
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France. With the creation of the university syste m, many French pro
fessors were imported. French influence since World War II has de
creased to a great extent. However, French ethnographers continue to 
be interested in Brazilian Indians, and a few individuals maintain their 
contacts with modern sociology and anthropology. The Museu de 1 ' Hom me 
in Paris is famous for its ethnographic collections . T he universities of 
the Sorbonne, Lyons, and Toulouse have trained Brazilian students, 
especially in geography, and their personnel have gone to Brazil to do 
field work and to teach in Brazilian universities. The Faculty of Letters 
at T oulouse, however, has the only specialized progra m - Estudos Luso
Brasileiros -in which both Portugal and Brazil are treated. Courses 
about Portuguese culture and Brazilian culture are offered in Portuguese 
at this institution . 

For the historical antecedents of Brazilian culture the Iberian 
Peninsula is obviously important . The University of Coimbra and various 
governmental agencies having to do with overseas affairs are primary 
contact points. The Portuguese government maintains the Gabinete 
Portugu&s in most of the large Brazilian cities. This is an institution 
somewhat of the same nature as the Unilo Cultural Brasil-Estados Unidos, 
except that it does not do any teaching . However, the gabinetes fre
quently have historical material available. 

T he Fundas:ao Calouste Gulbenkian in Lisbon has announced that it 
is undertaking to publish a bibliographic bulletin which will include ma
terials relating to Luso-Brazilian studies. 

The Dutch are also becoming interested in Brazil- particularly 
from the point of view of tropical agriculture and cattle raising . T he 
Netherlands School of Econo mics at Rotterda m and various governmental 
agencies are stimulating research in Brazil in relation to the period of 
Dutch occupation of northern Brazil and the more recent colonization 
activities of Dutch settlers in southern Brazil. 

Japan is also undertaking study of the movement of Japanese na 
tionals to Brazil and their adaptation to the Brazilian environ ment and 
culture . The Universities of Tokyo and Kobe are the principal centers 
of this movement . 

Two international congresses are also important . T hese are the 
Congress of Americanists, whose publication carries much material on 
both Brazilian Indians and on contemporary Brazilian culture . The other 
is the International Colloquium on Luso-Brazilian Studies, whose pro 
ceedings also bring together international scholars interested in Portu
guese and Brazilian culture in almost all aspects. This Colloquium, 
which has been held four times, was started by the Library of Congress . 

2 9 

Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Field Guide to Brazil
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401


The first meeting was held in Washington in 1 9 50,  and the most recent, 
the fourth, was held in Bahia, Brazil, in 1 9 59 . The proceedings of the 
first three are already published , and those of the fourth should be ready 
shortly . The fifth meeting has been tentatively scheduled to be held in 
Angola in 1 96 1  or 1 96Z . 
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VI. PREPARATIONS FOR THE FIELD 

One of the basic preparations for the field is the mastery of the 
Portuguese language. A knowledge of Spanish will aid in learning Por
tuguese, othe rwise the two languages are quite distinct. A knowledge 
of Portuguese is essential for field research, and for teaching. Al
though Brazilian students must study English in secondary school, few 
of them beco me sufficiently proficient to understand lectures in English. 

Preparation for the study of Brazilian Indians requires a mastery 
of Portuguese since the interpreter nor mally will speak .only the native 
language and Portuguese, and the field worker will have to be able to 
work with the interp reter in Portuguese. 

Translators are difficult to find, even in the large cities. One 
procedure which has been used a great deal in teaching is for the lec
turer to write out the entire lectu re and have it mimeographed for dis
tribution at the time of class. In this way students can at least follow 
what is going on. Even this procedure is unsatisfactory, particularly 
if the lecturer is giving several cour sea .  There often is not enough 
time to write out each lecture completely and have it mimeographed. 

For active field research it is necessary that the anthropologist 
be able to converse in Portuguese. Most informants are patient with 
the struggling linguistic apprentice, but they usually have little or no 
patience with one who speaks no Portuguese at all. 

Reading in Portuguese is also essential-not only in order to read 
newspapers {although in Rio and Sao Paulo one can get a small, daily 
English language newspaper), but also in order to learn what has been 
written by B razilians about themselves. Some of the better known works, 
such as Casa Grande e Senzala {The Masters and the Slaves )  and Os 
Sertaes (Rebellion in the Backlands), have been translated into English, 
but the translated. works are few in comparison with those written only 
in Portuguese. 

An effort should be made to speak English clearly, so that in 
situations whe re one's Portuguese falters, one can go on in English and 
a certain percentage of Brazilians will understand. T he research 
worker's name should be especially well pronounced. Calling cards 
are an essential item and considerable rapport is gained through the 
exchange of these cards. 
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Before leaving the U. S . ,  the anthropologist or other social scien
tist should also familiariz e himself with U. s .  collections of Brazilian 
writings in his field. The best library is probably the Library of Con
gress, but also C olumbia University, the University of Florida, New 
York University, Vanderbilt, Stanford, and the University of Texas 
are good. The library at the University of Wisconsin is not as yet satis
factory, since the program there is relatively recent . 

Each year a number of Braz ilian professors and students come to 
the U. S . ,  to teach, to study, or to travel. It is wise for one to make 
contact with some of these people before going to Brazil. Some of them 
come by means of the Fulbright Program, others through the Inter
national Institute of Education, still others through the U. S .  Department 
of State, by means of Foundation grants, or under the auspices of Prot
estant church groups. These individuals can often be of great assistance 
by giving introductions to their families in Brazil and also to academic, 
professional and governmental colleagues. One of the first ways to break 
into a Brazilian circle is by acting as a portador- that is, by taking 
some small object in one's luggage and delivering it to the person's 
family . 

It is also worthwhile to seek information from North American 
students who have recently returned from Brazil .  They can give help
ful information about the currency exchange situation, which fluctuates 
rapidly, and about current customs regulations. 

Each visitor to Brazil must have a visa, which can be procured 
after the U. s .  passport has been issued . It can be obtained at any of 
the Brazilian Consulates located in the major U. S .  port cities or at the 
Brazilian Embassy in Washington. These are formalities which must be 
complied with. Aside from health and character references the visitor 
must also establish proof of financial support while in Braz il. Under th e  

Fulbright program this is done automatically . An individual going with a 

Foundation grant must show that the grant is sufficient for the length of 
time he intends to remain. 

It is best to ask for a special visa, which allows a longer stay in 

Brazil than does the usual tourist or businessman' s  visa. Usually sati s
factory arrangements as to the length of time in Brazil can be worked 
out easily. 

Upon arrival in Braz il for a prolonged stay the visitor must regis
ter with the Secretaria da S eguranya Publica, giving name, age, sex 
and occupation, plus date of arrival, flight number, etc. T he airlines 
furnish a document stating that one actually arrived on the flight in
dicated . T he police will issue a carteira de identidade. T his identity 

3Z 

Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Field Guide to Brazil
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401


card is us ed for all B razilians and non - B razilians and should be car r ied 
at all time s .  If the r e s ear ch worker move s about the country , staying 
pe riods of m onths or more in each place , he must take his identity card 
to the local police and r e gister with the m . This ca rd i s  ne c e s s a ry in 
order to obtain a driver ' s  licens e ,  to r egister an automobile , and fo r 
banking purpos e s . 

The natur e of the field trip and th e length of time one expects to 
remain in the field will dete rmine the amount of luggage and th e type 
of equipm ent to be taken . Custom s rest rictions are s eve r e ;  further
mor e  they change rapidly in r e s pons e to B razil ' s  efforts to cut down 
on imports in its battle agains t lo s s  of Brazilian currency . It i s  im
portant to  find out from the nearest consulate or the Embas sy exactly 
what one has the right to take into B razil duty-fre e , s ince in m any in 
stance s duty amounts t o  100 per c ent o f  th e  value o f  th e object . Duty 
on autom obile s ,  for instanc e ,  is very high . The same is true of r e 
cording and photographic equipment . 

It is easier by far to take in a c c ompanied baggage-that is , bag
gage which goe s along with you on the plane or boat . In this instance 
you can take it through customs your s elf . Unac companied baggage is 
diffe rent . If you go by plane and s end baggage by ship , be sure on ar
rival to get  a statement from the airline indicating when you a r rived 
and the quantity of baggage you brought with you on the plane . In o rde r 
t o  get unaccompanied bagga ge th rough custom s ,  it is be s t  to hire the 
servic e s  of a de spachante (a forwarding agent) who is equipped to deal 
with th e fo rm idable ba rrie r s  of the custom s people . His s ervices will 
c o s t  s om e  money , but are worth what they cost . 

Unde r  normal circum stances (excluding the ques tion of auto s )  
m o s t  of what a r e s earch worker take s in with him i s  duty-free provid
ing it is part of the original shipment . Anything els e s ent to B razil 
afte rwards will be s ubject to duty . This includes film s ,  tape s , and s o  
on , s o  i t  i s  wis e t o  take a s ufficient supply from the s ta rt . Kodachrome 
film is not developed in Brazil , but mus t be s ent eithe r to the U . S .  or 
Eur op e . Th e proce s s ed slides  r eturn to B razil duty-free . Howeve r ,  
there is c on s ide rable ris k  of losing one ' s  slide s . If it is ne c e s sary to 
s e e  colo red slides , or colo r ed motion picture film while still in the 
field , it is better not to us e Kodachrome . Ektachrome , Ans co , Fer
raniacolor , a s  well as black and white can be adequately developed , 
p rinte d ,  and enlargements made in any of the princ ipal citie s . 

One other fo rm ality having to do with the me chanic s of entering 
B razil and s ettling the re , at lea s t  if the r e s earch worker is  going to 
r e main in one of the large citie s , is going to the tabelilo , the B razilian 
c ounte rpa rt of our notary public . How eve r ,  the syste m i s  s om ewhat 
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diffe rent there . One goe s  to the tabelil'o and fills out signature cards . 
The s e  cards are put on file in the tabelil:o 1 s  office .  The r e  is no charge 
for this  s e rvice . Later ,  if the res earcher is to make any contractual 
agreements , the copy of the contract with the signatur e s  of both pa rtie s 
is s ent to the indicated tabeliio for comparis on confirmation of the 
s ignatur e s . This is nece s sa ry in renting a house or s igning any official 
docum ent s . A fee is cha rged for this c onfirmation . 

T o  drive an automobile in B razil , a Brazilian vehicle ope rato r ' s  
license i s  r equire d .  Since the U . S .  doe s  not participate in an inter
national agreement hono ring lic en s e s  of other countries ,  it  is nec e s s ary 
for a U . S .  c itiz en to take a vis ion tes t ,  a health examination , a written 
t e s t , and reading and driving tests  in o rder to acquire a licen s e . Ex
cept in ca s e s  of governm ental p er s onnel , to whom courtesy is extended in 

this matter ,  one must know suffic ient Po rtugues e . In s ome areas , 
ope rato rs ' licen s e s  are examined at roadblocks . Automobiles mus t  be 
r e gistered . To register a car , it is best to use the s e rvice s  of a des 
pachante , for cons ide rable red tape is involved . Befo r e  taking a ru 
from the U . S .  , it is impe rative to find out whether it must be brought 
back fr om B razil , or under exactly what circums tances it can be s old 
there . 

In Brazil , th e s chool year is reve r s ed .  The academic year is 
divided into two semeste r s - the fir s t  starts the fir s t  of March and runs 
until the end of June . The s econd s e me ster s tarts the end of August 
and runs until the end of November .  The refore there are two vacation 
periods ; the month of July , and the months of Decembe r ,  January and 
February . If th e s cientist has hope s of making c ontact with B razilians 
in his field it is well to do s o  fir s t  by lette r ,  making sure that the B ra 
z ilian is not away from home -on vacation , a t  me etings , o r  in the 
field . July is a pa rticularly active month for p rofe s s ional m eeting s . 
The four vacation m onths are good months in which to find field as 
s is tant s . It i s  better to a r range this beforehand by writing to the in
s titution with which one expects to have the most contact . 
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VU . PROFESSIONAL RELATIONSHIPS 

The procedure for the e stablishm ent of pr ofe s s ional r elations 
with B razilian s ocial s cientists and gove rnm ent officials will not be the 
same for everyone intending to go to Brazil . The nature of the work to 
be done will deter mine to a great extent the exact paths one must fol
low-and the details must be worked out for particula r proj e cts . 

However ,  a few considerations can be m entioned here . First of 
all is deciding on the port of entry . Rio de Janeiro is still the "front 
door , "  and it is worth any extra expens e and time involved to enter 
Brazil through Rio . Even if the ultimate des tination ie .Mana us on the 
upper Amaz on ,  it pays in many ways to go all the way s outh to Rio , 
and , with official ble s sings , to return north late r .  

While in Rio , it should be pos sible t o  make the rounds of such 
agencie s as CAPES , the Centro Latino -Ame ricano de Pesquisas e m  
CiAncias Sociais , the Centro Bras ileiro de Pe squisas Educacionais , 
and mus eum s . With the aid of colleague s in the se agencie s , courte sy 
calls can be ma de on the various ministrie s and othe r departm ents 
whos e  s e rvic e s  and dutie s may have s o m e  bearing on the field work to 
be done . 

Exchange of calling cards and letters of int roduction , and the 
a cquis ition of lette rs of introduction to key pe r s ons in the s tate and 
r ural area s , are of great benefit . 

Fulbright fellows are expected to enter at Rio and are usually 
met at the plane by a repres entative of the Commis sion . Thos e who are 
not on Fulbright appointm ents will do well to vis it the Fulbright office 
and locate other Ame ricans unde r  the program who may be working or 
t eaching in the area to which they are going . 

Jn Rio the r e s earch wor ke r can s ta rt getting accustomed to shak
ing hands innume rable times with both m en and women each time he 
meets the m  and leave s them , as well as lea rning to u s e  the fir s t  nam e  
o f  the p e r s on t o  whom he is talking , p re ceeded by the title Dr . ,  Prof . , 
o r  Sr . The stranger als o  learns to introduce him s elf by saying his 
name out loud at the moment of first meeting , and in a ddition exchang
ing calling cards . 
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In the cas e of a field p roject among Brazilian Indians , ca reful 
work is neces sary in Rio . This should have been started by letter 
before the res earch worker left the U . S .  Arrangements for transporta
tion and supply line s are  made here . It should be remembered that the 
few Indians left in B razil c onstitute an emotional subject for many Bra 
z ilian anthropologis ts and each one ha s his opinion about how the Indians 
should be treated .  The s ituation is furthe r complicated by a certain 
amount of competition between the Church and Indian Bureau in regard 
to the care of Indians . 

Als o while in Rio the res earch worker should be able to begin to 
feel the cur rents which may be at cros s -purpos e s  within the profe s 
s ional community . 

After a fairly thorough vis it in Rio , the field worker can proceed 
to the capital of the state in which he intends to carry out his work . 
Armed with the information gathe red in Rio , lette rs  of introduction , and 
hotel r es e rvations , he is ready to undertake the firs t part of th e  actual 
field project , which is laying the groundwork on the local scene . 

As in Rio , courtesy vis its  are neces sary in the s tate capitals .  
After making contact with the profe s s ional colleague s located in the city , 
the res earch worker should visit the Rector of the Univer s ity , the Di
rector of the Faculty of Philos ophy , and ce rtain governm ental officials 
s uch as the Secretary of Education and the Secretary of Health . 

The local anthropologist is an e s s ential link in the suc c e s s of any 
field-work proj e ct .  It i s  safe to say the re is an anthropologist  in every 
port or capital city . Before leaving the U . S .  it is best to have started 
contact with him by lette r .  If Ame rican colleagues returned recently 
from Brazil cannot indicate the name of the requir ed per s on ,  the re
s earch worker should consult the International Dictionary of Anthro
pological Institutions published by the Wenner -Gren Foundation in 1 9 57 . 
The new journal , Current Anthropology , also lists  most of the B razilian 
s ocial s cientists . A Brazilian directory , Ins tituis«Je s de Pesquisa pub
lished in 1 957 by CAPES lists the names , addre s s e s , affiliations and 
specialtie s of practically all the s cientists  throughout Brazil in any 
field . Lette rs  asking fo r more up-to-date information can be addre s s ed 
to the CAPES organization , s ince it is making considerable effort to 
keep new and accurate information on file . 

A war m  welcom e is usually extended to the visiting anthropologist , 
who will r eceive valuable orientation and practical aid from this s our ce . 
Having a colleague put one in touch with the proper local authoritie s ,  
a r chive s ,  public and p rivate librarie s , mapping agencies ,  and key 
people who can give furthe r aid and information , such as introductions 
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to the prefeito s of municipio & in which the field wo rk may actually be 
car ried out , s implifies greatly the initial tasks . 

It may be pos sible to enlist the active collaboration of the local 
anthropologist in the field work . This has many advantage s for both 
side s , and succes s s eems to depend more upon the pe r sonalities in
volved than any the oretical or methodological orientations . In any 
event the fie ld wo rke r will be dependent to a great extent on the local 
anth ropologi s t .  

It may s e e m  that a local anthropologi st has cons ide rable free 
tim e , but this can be deceiving . With a few exceptions , mainly in Rio 
and Sio Paulo , the Brazilian soc ial s cientis t  is not teaching on a full
tim e ba sis and the low sala ry which accompanie s pa rt-time academic 
work mus t be s upplemented by incom e from other oc cupations . Some 
individuals have two o r  th ree j obs simultaneously ,  and therefor e are 
not as fre e  as their ea sy-going manne r  may indicate . 

The Brazilian s oc ial s cientist usually has fam ily re s pon s ibilitie s 
whi ch are augm ented by the netwo rk of extended family r elationships 
which occupy m o st of the free time h e  has . This frequently ma ke s  it 
ne c e s s ary to confine p rofe s s ional relationships to the wo rking day only . 
Usually s o m e  attempt will be made to invite the vis ito r to the B razilian ' s  
hom e for pr e s entation to his imme diate fam ily . This i s  a nece s sary o c 
cur r ence , and yet one which can b e  highly uns atis facto ry . If the B r a 
z ilian and h i s  family d o  not s peak English , and t h e  vis itor and h i s  family 
(if pre sent) do not speak Po rtugue s e ,  s uch a gathering can be quite pain
ful for all c on c e rne d .  As a result one is frequently left on his own for 
e v enings and weekends . On the othe r hand , if the initial s ocial gather
ing i s  a s ucc e s s  and communication is establishe d ,  the vis itor will have 
m any doo r s  opene d fo r him socially as well as profe s s ionally . 

In the larger cities there tend to be cliques wh o s e  line s run all 
the way back to Rio . One type is faithful to a fo rmer m ento r ,  o r  to a 
theoretical o r  a national orientation , while another holds its own views . 
It is po s s ible for the vis itor to walk between the s e  groups , visiting and 
b eing friends with both side s . 

Frequently the vis itor is a sked to teach a c la s s or two , or to give 
an evening lecture . The s e  are good opportunitie s to look ove r the s tu
dent s , e specially when looking for an a s sistant . The matter can be 
broach e d  delicately , making sure not to try to hire away s omeane ' s  
favorite pupil who i s  already a t  work fo r his teache r . 

The s earch fo r a s uitable community is complicated by a numbe r  
of fact o r s , s uch as la c k  o f  adequate public transportation throughout the 
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inte rio r , great distance s  involved ,  lack of rapid communication s , and 
in many instanc e s  lack of hotels o r  even pen s 3e s  in the s mall towns of 
the inte rior . For the s e  and other rea s ons , the r e s ea rch worke r must 
have s om e  kind of pe r s onal transportation . He may have brought his 
own vehicle . Or h e  may have to depend on local state authorities to 
help him by allowing him to go into the field with s chool inspecto r s , 
malaria s ervic e p e r s onnel , and othe r s  who travel conside rably using 
official transpo rtation . The s e  are matte r s  which the re s earch wo rke r  
must work out for him s elf in collaboration with the local Brazilian 
anthropologist . 

Onc e the com munity is chos en and hous ing ar ran gements are 
made , there remains the que s tion of letter s  of introduction to the 
p refeito , o r  the leading citizen , to the municipal stati s tic s agent , and 
to the local s chool principal . 

If the project involve s a cattle ranch study or a large plantation 
study , it become s nec e s s ary to get an introduction to the landowne r .  
In many instance s the re s earch worke r will have to s tay in the " Big 
Hous e , "  the gue s t  house , or the administrator ' s  hous e as a gue st while· 
car rying out his s tudy . This may impo s e  s o m e  limitations on his free
dom as well as raising que stions of p ropriety , paym ent , and s o cial ob
ligations . 

Once in the field , the res ea r ch worker i s  on his own , r e spons ible 
for hims e lf and fo r any a s sistants he has taken with him . Howeve r ,  if 
he ha s done the prope r groundwo rk in Rio , in the s tate cap ital , and in 
the choos ing of the community , he s hould experience no difficulty a s  
fa r  as profe s s ional relation s are conce rned .  Re lations with the com
munity are s omething quite differ ent and will be treated below . 

One other aspect of profe s sional relations re mains to be dis cus s ed .  
In recent years le s s  individual r e s ear ch has been carried out in B razil 
by Am erican anthropologists and s ociologists . Rather the tendency has 
been fo r North Ame rican s oc ial s cientists to go to Brazil in the capacity 
of a dvi s e r s  or technicians to the var ious applied science o rganization s , 
s uch a s  CBP E and el Centro Latino Am ericana . This po s ition calls for 
quite diffe rent kind s of p rofe s s ional relations . 

The individual unde rtaking this s o rt of activity will find that the re 
is  little o r  no oppo rtunity fo r individual r e s earch . Rathe r ,  he is ex
pe cted to as sist in the car rying out of r e s ea rch p rojects already planne d 
by others and which may be well under way when he ar rive s on the s c ene . 

A current of nationalis m  caus e s  many of the younge r Brazilian 
social scientists to fe el that they no longe r nee d the tutelage of foreign 
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expe rt s  in the s ocial s cienc e s . particularly in th e s ocial s cience s  as 
the corner stone s in the building of a mode rn  Brazil . This t endency 
pla c e s  the expe rt in a rathe r delicate position ; neve rthele s s , he can 
make a contribution . 

The importance of handling Portugue s e  competently is even greater 
in this s ituation than in one whe re the r e s earch wo rker is car rying out 
his own proj ect . He may find that something is expected of him which 
is quit e  outside his field of competence . or els e ,  as has happened , 
which he feels is a us ele s s  res earch plan which will add nothing to the 
proble m at hand . Before accepting s uch a commis s ion , it is well to 
have it completely understood on both sid e s  what the expert is to do . 
It may be better not to go than to spend a year of almos t complete frus 
tration a s  far as the work is concerned.  At th e s a m e  time • some of 
the best  insight s and unde r standing of conte mporary Brazilian culture 
a r e  coming out of this type of a s s ociation , pa rticularly in the field of 
national character. s tudies • s ince the range of r e s earch proj e cts and 
s ite s is far lar ger and more or ganized than any individual study could 
b e . due to the r e s ourc e s  behind it . 

A third a rea in which the s oc ial s cientis t  is participating , is that 
of teaching in various unive r s itie s ,  under the Fulbright Act . In dis 
tinc-tion to a decade o r  mo re ago , the vis iting profe s s o r  does not occupy 
a chair , but rather is attached to the catedratico who doe s oc cupy it . 
Rather than des igning his own cour s e , he must teach what is already 
on the agenda of th e department . H the profe s s o r  cannot s peak Portu
gue s e  his teaching will s uffe r • and furthermore • his relations with the 
catedratico and the rest  of the staff of the faculty will be alm ost non
existent . He will be shown his cla s s room , told the hour s at which he 
is to m eet the clas s .  He will be is olated from the rest  of the activitie s 
in th e  faculty . Relations with students are also limited by lack of com 
munication , o r  a re r e st ricted to banalitie s .  
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vm. RELATIONS WITH THE GENERAL P UBLIC 

How much c ontact the r e s earch worker has with the gene ral pub
lic depends upon whe re he is going in Brazil . If he is going to remain 
in Rio or Sl:o Paulo he can lo s e  hims elf a s  he can in any large city , 
coming and going pretty much a s  he plea s e s . His dre s s  and behavio r 
aren 't too noticeable to too many people . Howeve r ,  if he goe s  to a 
rural a rea everything about him will s tand out-he will be pinpointed 
from the moment he ar rive s , and everything about him will be dis 
cus s ed an d  judged . This is partic ularly true in the north , le s s  so in 
the south whe re his phys ical type merge s far more ea s ily with the 
more Europeaniz ed population . If his wife and children are along , 
they too will be on show . 

Very often the n ewspape r s  will pick up the arrival o f  a social 
s cientist and , depending upon the work he intends to do , will give more 
or les s  s pace to him in the pape r s . If he is j oining a faculty as a vis it
ing profe s s or , there is usually a perfunctory notice s ent t o  the paper s  
by the faculty its elf . If the r es ea rch wo rke r is a s enio r member of 
his p rofe s s ion he will be called upon for inte rviews . 

If the res ear ch worker i s  going to the inte rior to study Indians , 
this more exotic activity will rate more space . He may even be a sked 
to write a s e rie s of article s for the paper about the a ctual field ex
perience .  

In any event , h e  will b e  a sked to state the re s earch p r oject and 
explain what he hopes to lea rn .  Repo rting in the s e  instances is usually 
fairly accurate , a s  B razil has good journalistic traditions . 

Thr oughout his stay in Brazil , the s ocial s cientist is als o  ex
pected to be an inte rprete r of North Am erican life , explaining the racial 
s ituation , the political s ituation , unive r s ity system , and primary and 
s econdary e ducation . 

In s o m e  of the rural a rea s he may be a sked to tell about movie 
s ta r s , their pe r s onalitie s and activitie s ,  as well as about other inte r 
national figur e s . 

Many Bra zilians who have little contact with North Ame ricans 
except through the movie s and p r e s s  have developed definite stereotype s  
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concerning the m . Outside the two great centers  of Rio and Si'o Paulo , 
these stereotypes are little challenged and if the research worke r doe s  
not live up t o  them it i s  frequently said that he i s  not like an Ame rican . 

Ame ricans are suppos ed to be tall , blond and blue- eyed , a phy
s ical type attractive to B razilians , even though they feel more at home 
with a brunette or moreno . 

All Ame ricans are wealthy-an obvious fact shown by the equip
ment and appliance s  draped on their shoulder s  plus the fre edom with 
which they move about fr om area to a r ea , the too-high tips they give , 
and the too-high salaries they are inclined to pay . It is an ea sy step 
to charge them too high prices  and to exploit them in other little ways . 
The Am erican who takes this gam e  in bad spirits will soon have a 
reputation a s  a penny pincher .  

Ame ricans a re also thought to be heavy drinkers and in fact many 
of tho s e  in pe rmanent residence frequently are . Brazilian drinking 
patterns diffe r from our s and it is only in recent yea r s  that whiskey and 
mixed cocktails have become stylish . This is pretty much limited to 
the larger cities and to the uppe r  clas s e s . The Brazilian who usually 
has his principal m eal at midday doe s  not honor the cocktail hour the 
way we do . His nume rous cafezinho s s eem to provide all the stimulus 
he needs . On s pecial occasions he will break out a bottle of sweet 
vermouth o r  perhap s cachas:a .  Also on occas ion bee r  will b e  s erved .  
In general women do not drink alcohol . 

The Ame rican is also expected to be punctual and to the point . 
Brazilians feel that they thems elves are just the oppo site -lax about 
punctuality and s ee mingly never c oming to the point . Many other things 
are dis cus sed first-family , friends , and the political situation-before 
the busine s s  matte r is brought up . Neither  of the s e  stereotypes is  1 00 
per cent true . 

Ame ricans are  known to be honest and sincere . This , in a way , 
compensates for their general lack of culture .  

This sort of list could be extended indefinitely . The point i s  that 
each individual must clarify his own pe r s onality in order to e stablish 
good rapport in general . At times ,  when a couple goes , they will be 
judged quite diffe rently . The husband frequently pas s e s  the acid tests , 
while the wife doe s not . Ame rican men in the field s e e m  much more 
capable of adjusting than do Ame rican women , and it  is  frequently 
heard that so-and- s o  is a fine ma n ,  s imp{tico ,  not at all like an Ame ri
can , but his wife just is not up to him . This is  one of the reasons that 
the wife should pr epare  her s elf fo r the trip a s  much as the husband . 
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Again, knowing the language is the fir st and ·greatest aid . C onversation 
among women in B razil has to do with hous ehold affair s -births , bring
ing up children , life- cycle celebrations such as baptis ms , s ervants , 
preparation of foods , the lates t  styles ,  and the late st movie s and theater .  

In rural area s , once the local leading citizen learns that a foreign 
social s cientist is in the area , he will generally s eek him out and at
tempt friendship , extending his round of s ocial life to the anthropologist .  

In any event , the field worker should take the role of an intellectual 
which automatically place s  him in an upper clas s category , and he is ex
pected to behave as other uppe r cla s s  people behave . During the initial 
period it is probably better to remain in this relationship towards the 
general public , particularly in the rural areas . The r e  is then a specific 
fram e  of reference in which the local population can place the anthropolo
gist . After awhile this r elationship can be broadened and no one will be 
confus ed nor los e  pre stige . 

The research wo rker who goes to a s mall rural comm\Ulity will be 
an object of great curiosity . Explaining what he is there to do , how he 
doe s  it and why he doe s  it can become tiring.  But if he remembers that 
the rural comm\Ulity for the most part never heard of anthropology nor 
of the idea of studying the common ,  eve ryday activitie s of s mall isolated 
groups such as them selve s , it becom e s  easier to deal with this problem . 
Frequently , in spite of explanations , the community will ma rk the re
s earch worker as an historian or as a student trying to write a book , 
and let it go at that . In mining areas , howeve r , much of the populace 
will forever suspect the res earch worker of being a prospector , and he 
must make the best of it . 

The \Ulma r ried female anthropologist is at som ewhat of a dis 
advantage in a rural s etting . However , she can get considerable work 
done by the s imple expedient of making contact with the local school 
teache r , perhap s even living with he r ,  and pe rsuading her to accompany 
her and participate in the field res earch . Unmarried wom en do not m ove 
about rural r egions alone without a good institutionaliz ed rea s on .  

The male res earch worker should als o b e  careful about going into 
the homes of informants when the husband or some othe r male relative 
is not there . 

On the whole , relations with the s mall com m\Ulity are easy to 
establish and maintain . Once the comm\Ulity sees  that the re s earch 
worker is a s erious p er s on , genuinely trying to learn the local customs 
and enjoying certain local a musements , he will be accepted .  It is  
worth his spending the initial p eriod of  field wo rk in orienting hims elf 
as to the local ways , and taking thos e  as his own patte rns . 
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The problem of cultivating informants will vary from place to 
place . At times one can pay certain individuals for repeated depth 
inte rviews , or for providing other information over a long period of 
time . Usually informants will be pleased to give infor mation about 
thems elves and their commwlities without dir ect payment . Jn con
trast  to many othe r  world areas , Brazilians enjoy talking about them
selves and their way of life . However ,  a birthday present for the in
for mant , or one of his children , o r  a souvenir from a distant city ,  is 
definitely neces sary. 
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IX .  PHYSICAL ADJ USTMENT 

The re are  many varieties of climate in Brazil , and although the re 
are few extr emes of either temperature or moisture , the climate is  not 
monotonous . The temperature s in the equatorial re gion of the Ama zon 
are fairly high throughout the year , but they are never as high in thos e  
regions a s  they a r e  in the summe r in the lower middle latitudes . T em 
perature , however ,  is not the only problem . Along the coast  and north
ern river re gions , the humidity, combined with oc ca sional lack of wind , 
cause s  one to feel the heat exces sively ,  as well as  c r eating a problem 
of mildew . For the most part , life is com fortable in the coa s tal citie s 
throughout the yea r . The temperature s  in Rio de Janeiro are some
thing like thos e of Charle ston , South Carolina , in the s um m er time , 
and certainly no colder than Miami ,  Florida , in the winter month s . In 
spite of the small change , one definitely feels that a diffe rent s eason 
has arrived, and note s that the general population change s its attir e  
to a certain extent . 

South of Rio the tempe rature patte rn changes to much cooler in 
the winte r . The same is true of the highland areas -that is , back of 
the narrow coa s tal plain . S�o Paulo , for example , ha s  temperature s as 
low as 3Z°F . in July and August . For the s e  areas , winte r clothing is 
needed , and pa rticularly clothing suitable for indoor wear s inc e  most 
hous e s  do not have provisions for heating . However , the cold s eason 
is usually accompanied by clear sunny skie s , so  that the ove r -all ef
fect is invigorating . Farther west , out into Mato Gro s s o , the days 
are warm during June , July and August , but apt to be very cold at 
night . These  are the best months for field wo rk in this a r ea from the 
point of view of pe r s onal comfo rt . During the re st  of the year , the 
temperature s are highe r in general , and there is much rain .  The total 
effect is one of da mpne s s  and war m , s ticky weathe r . 

In the far south , in Rio Grande do Sul , in Santa Catarina , and at 
times even up into Par ant, there may be light snow stor m s  in the winter 
time . Frosts spread up into the s tate of Sao Paulo . The summ e r  months 
in the s outh have considerable rain and fairly high temperature s .  

· . Health, ,conditionfJ vary throughout B razil . Malaria has been brought 
almost completely \Dlder control . However ,  S chisto.s omiasis Mansoni 
(a liver parasite 1Jpread by snails ) ,  which was fo rme rly limited to the 
northe rn areas , now seems to be spr eading s outhward because of the 

44 

Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Field Guide to Brazil
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18401


large number s  of migrants . Swimming in fresh water streams and 
ponds in populated areas i s  best avoided . Doens:a de Chagas (tripanos 
somias e americana) , the South Am e rican form of s leeping sickne s s 
which is  spread by a species of beetle which bur rows into taipa (clay) 
walls , is now r ecognize d  and can be treated .  Neve rtheles s , tho s e  
going t o  rural a rea s and living in taipa hous e s  do well to spray thor 
oughly the little holes which appear from time t o  time in the taipa . 
Aside from thes e  rathe r s e rious but fortunately rare dis eas e s , few 
other things are apt to bother the r e s earch worker a s  much as inte sti
nal ups ets . For the s e  it is best to have an appropriate remedy with 
one at all time s . 

Me dical s upplies of all s orts are available in all the large r Bra
zilian citie s ,  and the usual run of home remedie s can be found in most 
of the s mall towns . Modern antibiotic s  and other drugs are manu
facture d  in B razil by Ame r ican and Brazilian firms . Me dical treat
ment is adequate in Rio and Silo Paulo wher e  ther e  are excellent hos 
pital fac ilities .  In the othe r m ajor c ities treatment i s  good , but hos 
pitals a re fewe r . Nur s e s  are  very few . In cas e  of hospitalization , 
one ' s  spous e , or  in the cas e  of children , one of the parent s usually r e 
mains in the ho s pital with the patient . Many small towns in the interior 
lack docto r s  altogether .  When in the far inte rio r  with the Indians , the 
re s ear ch wo rker i s  on his own as far as  m edical aid is conce rne d .  

Housing i s  largely a matter of luck . In general , housing is short , 
whethe r in a large city , s mall city , or s mall rural town . The lone male 
r e s earch wo rke r will not have much difficulty , nor will his hous ing be 
as costly as for a couple or fam ily . In the la r ge citie s it is po s s ible to 
find a furnished apartment o r  even a furnished hous e which is very com
fortable and als o very expensive . In the s maller state capitals usually 
no furnished hous e s  or apartm ents are available and it may be nece s sary 
to make arrangements at a hotel o r  pensao (boar ding hous e) or else 
rent and furnish an apartment or hous e .  Occasionally in a city where 
there is  a foreign colony , one can r ent a vacation house-that is , a 
house b�longing to some one going on a thr ee-month or six-month hom e 
leave . In this cas e ,  �uxurious quarter s  may be rented fairly cheaply . 
Many time s part of the agreement is that the rente r will continue to 
employ the same household help s o  that the family of the resear ch work
er  or  teacher will find its elf being trained by the se rvants into someone 
els e ' s  living patte rns . This can be satisfactory , or  quite the oppos ite . 

In cas e s  of res ea rch in the inte rio r s mall towns , hous ing may be
come a problem . Frequently the re is no pensro and the res earch wo rker 
is fo rc e d  practically to beg for a hous e .  He usually finds one that is 
les s than adequate . Repair s ,  additions and modifications are not ex
pen s ive if done in the local style and the s e  usually make a s mall house 
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satisfacto ry . Furnishings can be bor rowe d ,  bought , o r  improvised.  
In areas  whe re the re is no  electricity and the refore no refrigeration , 
and als o where there is p ractically no fresh food distribution system , 
it is best to hire a local per son to do the shopping and pr epare the 
foo d. In areas whe re fre sh m eat is available only once a week , it 
must all be  cooked the same day s o  that it will keep . Other than in 
the lar ge st  citie s it is  best to avoid fr esh milk and butter ; powde red 
milk and canned butte r are available almos t eve rywhe re . For pre
s erving s ome items , it  is s o m etim e s  po s s ible to make a deal with 
the local bar which frequently has a ke ros ene refrige rator .  

In rural areas whe re there is no running water ,  it i s  nec e s s ary 
to follow the local practice of sto ring wate r in clay pots . In such in
stance s  the re are usually individuals in the town who unde rtake to bring 
water to the houses from the nearest  wells  or springs . Unde r the s e  
circums tanc e s  it i s  best , of cours e ,  to boil the water , which can then 
be put in a c e ramic filter pot for cooking . 

In all , wh en living in a s mall rural town , it is best to follow the 
local patterns  by hiring a local cook or housekeepe r ,  and at the same 
time to establish one ' s  own supply lines with a good store in the nearest 
city . A portador can be of gr eat help here . If dis inclined to e stablish 
housekeeping , the res ear ch worke r can frequently make arrangements 
to take his meals with s ome local family . 

Since B razil is industrializing rapidly , hous ehold applianc e s  
which formerly we re  imported and very expens ive are now available 
in various qualities and price s . Price s ,  in compa rison with tho s e  of 
the U . S . , are still relatively high for many item s .  Imported ite m s  
have prestige value , and , while i t  is  perfe ctly pos s ible t o  equip a hous e 
with Brazilian pr oducts , vis itor s  to the hous e will b e  definitely dis 
appointed by a lack of U . S .  - ma de goods . At the end of the field period 
these  imported things can be s old for fairly good price s .  In fact , in 
the major cities one of the favo rite Sunday activitie s c on s ists in taking 
the ads fro m the news papers  of returning Ame ricans , and going from 
house to hous e ,  buying various ite m s . Television is  available in Rio , 
Sao Paulo , Po rto Alegre , Belo Horiz onte , Bahia , and their immediate 
rural areas . A TV s et i s  an excellent linguistic aid , as well a s  an in
troduction to a gre at deal of the popular culture . The pictorial news 
as well as an introduction to a great deal of the popula r culture . The 
pictorial news of the Repor te r  Es so  helps one keep up to date . A record 
playe r is an as s et in the rural areas whe re there  is electricity . Ex
cellent B razilian r ecords a r e  available . Electric blankets and bed 
pads are a great comfort in south e rn B razil in the winter time , as  is 
a good po rtable electric heate r .  Batte ries of all types are available 
in the large cities for radios . The electric blende r is almost a must 
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in a B razilian hous ehold , a s  is the electric floor polisher . Both are 
available as are  vacuum cleane r s , refrigerators , and wa shing machine s . 
Frozen food is not yet available s o  a freezer is of little us e .  Modern 
Brazilian furniture  is excellent-although expens ive . Linens , beds , 
and tables run the whole price range ; dishes ,  pots , and pans the same . 

In the major c ities upper clas s Brazilians are high- style con s 
cious , following the latest French and Italian c reations . Som e ex
cellent rea dy- made wear is available , but for the most part B razilians 
have their clothing made for them . Although the prices  are rising for 
this constantly , excellent dres s e s  for women and suits for m en are not 
too expensive . Spo rts  clothes are available in all p rice ranges and are 
usually ready- made . Too-bright colo rs for men are not advisable , nor 
anything with a deer  motif. (The dee r  is the symbol for male s exual 
inve r sion . ) Wa sh-and-wear fabric s are not available ;  most Brazilians 
pr efe r  their clothing s tarched. 

In southe rn B razil , warm clothing is  neces sary for th e winter 
month s . Good woolen sweaters are available at fairly low pric e s , as 
are woolen s ocks , s carve s , and underwear . Women frequently wear 
woolen slacks during the winter when in the hous e or going to the street 
markets , but not for town wear or when invited out . Ove rcoats are 
definitely nece s sary in the wintertime .  

Soaps , soap powde r s , lotions , and creams are available through
out B razil . The better French and British toilet preparations find 
great favor ,  and most Ame rican product s  are manufacture d  in Brazil 
unde r  the same trade name s .  

Many brands of good ciga rette s ar e manufactured and s old in 
Brazil . Recently a numb er of companies ha s sta rted ma rketing a satis
factory pipe tobacco . Am erican cigarette s  and tobacc o ,  however ,  are 
still s ought by many . They are sold in most tobacco shops in the major 
citie s ,  but at a ve ry high price . Bah ian cigars  are highly e steemed by 
many North Ame ricans . 

The traditional popular alcoholic beverage has been cachaca , a 
single- di stillation rum . Recently whiskey (usually Scotch) ha s becom e 
the mo st  popula r drink in many circle s . It is imported and very ex
pen s ive . A few Brazilian companie s have started making and s elling a 
pas sable product which is about half the price of the imported whiskey . 
Exce llent gin , vermouths , and other wine s are manufactured in Brazil . 
Coca- Cola and other  s oft drinks are found eve rywhere . 

The cost of living in B razil is high . In general , s e rvic e s  are low , 
but manufactured p roducts high . Food costs about the same as in the 
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U . S . , at least in the Slo Paulo area which is the best s erved.  In other 
area s it is  somewhat higher .  In the Sao Paulo and Rio areas good 
pasteuriz ed milk , butter , graded egg s , high quality fresh vegetable s ,  
many kinds of fruit , and good me at are all available in excellent s uper 
markets . In the north the situation is quite different-poor meat in 
gene ral , few fresh vegetable s ,  good tropical fruit , untrustwo rthy milk 
and milk products , eggs expens ive and s carce . It is neces sary to r ely 
on canned goods and to s witch to rice and beans as the major accompani
m ents of me at . Problems of p rocuring satisfactory food in the interior 
have p reviously been mentioned .  Tap water in most of the large cities 
is filte red ,  chlorinated o r  otherwise treated , and is gene rally safe . 
Tho s e  who prefe r can buy bottled spring water almost eve rywhere at a 
fairly low price . Most Brazilian bread is excellent . 

In the s outhe rn part of Brazil (Rio s outh) , there a r e  excellent , 
r eas onable-price restaurants , as  well a s  expens ive and high cla s s  
restaurants . In other citie s there a r e  usually one o r  two good public 
eating place s , but the best are us ually in the tennis clubs , yacht clubs , 
and golf clubs . The food in upper cla s s  Brazilian homes is usually 
plentiful , wholesome , and well prepared . An excellent cook book in 
English and Portugue s e , pr epared by the Hospital dos Estrangeiros in 
Rio , can be purcha s ed .  This explains the weights , measure s , and 
names of ingredients , and give s r ecipes . 

Field work in Brazil is frequently difficult for American women 
who are not accustomed to directing the work of a c ook and hous ehold 
s ervant . It is als o  difficult for thos e  who a r e  not willing to try new 
foods or new ways of p reparing food . Tho s e  who take infants or small 
children with the m  are well-advis e d  to visit a Brazilian pediatrician or 
some other ,  long-time ,  res ident physician whos e  name can be indicated 
by the consulate , in o rder to have the local diets explained ,  and to re
lieve them s elves of  the wor ry of  trying to duplicate exactly what they 
have been accustomed to in the U . S .  

Mos t  of the equipment a vis iting anthropologis t would nee d  for 
his work is available in Brazil , but imported and expensive . It is be st 
to take a recorder , came ra , film , and s o  on if they are going to be 
needed . Som e of the older electric installations ar e 50-cycle , but the s e  
are now few and far between , and for the m o st part the cur rent i s  A .  C .  
60- cycle . Typewriter s  are als o  available , but again , imported and 
expens ive . Many makes of automobiles a re m anufactur ed in Brazil , 
but all of them are costly . A U . S .  auto commands a good re sale price , 
if it can legally b e  s old . Fords , Chevrolet& , and Jeeps can be s erv
iced and repaired almost anywhere , as can the Volkswagen . Ga soline 
stations a r e  s ituated in the s mall towns , but as one goes west beyond 
paved roads it is wise to inquir e  about distance s  and gas , as well as  
whether there have been extra heavy rains which would impede pas sage . 
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Overland travel is slow , although inexpensive . Most travel is 
done by air , and Brazil is extre mely well s erved by airlines . The re
s earch worke r frequently finds that he has large distances to cover in 
the cour s e  of  his wo rk . Once the initial experience of a long train , bus , 
or truck ride is over. it is mor e s atis factory to us e the airline s when 
pos s ible . 

Although the social s cientist  going to Brazil with dolla rs has a 
definite advantage , it must be remembered that inflation is rampant 
the r e .  The cost of living goes up about 3 0  per cent per year . As the 
value of the c ruzeiro falls and one receives more c ruz eior s per dolla r , 
the price in c ruzeiros goes up . It is pos s ible to maintain a living stan
dar d  equal to that in the U . S .  in the larger cities , but this costs more 
all the tim e .  The basic pay for an individual under the Fulbright Pro
gram equals about $400 per m onth , plus an allowance for each dependent . 
This for the uninitiated in Brazil is insufficient for rent , food , s chool
ing ,  automobile and the othe r nor mal expens es of a family . 

Even a field project in a rural area become s costly .  While the 
stay in the field is fairly inexpensive mainly becaus e one does without 
the appurtenanc es of city life , the intermediate stopovers  in the city 
will cut into any r e s earch budget , as will any sicknes s  or accident which 
r equir es the r es ear ch worker to go to the city for treatment . 

The budget planning for a trip should be carefully worked out in 
advance with information as to the latest exchange rate , its trend , and 
the actual prices of goods and services in B razil at that time . 
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X. RES EARCH NEEDS AND OPPORT UNITIES 

Although Brazil has been widely studied by anthropologists and 
s ociologists in recent yea r s . the aspe cts pr edominantly chosen for 
s tudy have been the more exotic ones exclusive to B razil , and which 
could be handled by the traditional techniques of anthropology . 

Among the s e  are ethnographic studies of  Indian groups ; accultura
tion studies of Indians , Italians , Germans , and Japanes e ;  nume rous 
Afro-Brazilian studie s having to do with religion , food , mus ic , and 
dance ;  many studies of race relations ; a number of works on dramatic 
inte rnal migration s ; and mos t recently a rash of community studie s ,  of 
which the r e  mus t be at least forty , s eeking to establish r egional pat
terns of life and attempting to determine traditional culture pattern s . 

Many areas of Brazilian culture have been ignored ,  and conse
quently no techniques have been developed for the study of the s e .  Few 
or no people have followed Gilbe rta Freyre ' s  initial studies of the Bra
zilian family-its structur e ,  its role , its r elationship to economic s , 
politic s .  and control patterns . its flexibility 1 and its adaptation to 
changing conditions • 

While many s mall community studies have been made . practically 
no studie s of the principal s ettlement patte rns -the plantation in its 
various form s  and the cattle ranch-have been made . Latifundium is 
much talked about , but few or no field s tudies have been carried out 
examining th e s ocial and cultural as well a s  economic role of the large 
land unit , and its adaptation to changing circum stances . 

For s everal decade s Brazil ha s made excellent census enume ra
tions 1 but little analysis ha s been made of the demographic data col
lected .  Little or no work has be en done in making outline maps ba sed 
on this data . Further more , ve ry little wo rk has been car ried out in 
municipal studie s .  particularly in cha rting municipal boundary chang e s . 
the loci of regional power o rganizations and population shifts . 

The principal characteristic of Brazil today is  change .  Briefly 
and ove r s imply de s cribe d ,  Brazil i s  a great , unified nation , which ha s 
traditionally been characterized by a s mall , powerful elite , backed up 
by rapidly increasing underdeveloped ma s s es .  Both thes e units are 
unde rgoing rapid change . as is  true of  many other mode rn - nation8 � The_ 
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basic ingredients of the change are the s ame- rapidly breaking down 
isolation , the entry of former subsistence groups into a money economy , 
a gradual rise of living standards and of expectation s ,  the spread of 
transportation and communication sys te m s , public s ervice s  such as 
education and health car e , rapid industrialization , urban growth , and 
the constant de s ire for more and accelerated change . 

All the problem s involved in eas ing , accelerating , and expanding 
the re s ults of the s e  change s face the Brazilian people as they face 
othe r s . In a practical way they also face the Brazilian s ocial s cientist , 
who is  called upon to give advice to action agencies about phenomena 
which he has as  yet not studied . In turn , he expects his foreign col
league to be able to help him . 

The re is room for re s earch which has to do with the fitting of 
new technologie s to Brazilian culture and its subcultur es , whether in 
the field of m edicine which is  making great stride s but not yet reach
ing the wider population , in education which is expanding but which 
still falls short of the mark , or in the many other fields which are 
unde r going rapid development . 

The great re s ea r ch challenges , particularly for the anthropolo
gist , lie in the s tudy of values and the c ons equent discovery of the 
dir ection of the changes taking place s o  rapidly . Little o r  nothing at 
all i s  being done in this area . La rge que stions such as the em ergence 
of a middle clas s ,  or of middle clas s  value s , or of the general ideo
logical orientation of the cultur e are being ignored.  

The historical les s on s  to be learne d in Brazil during its long 
period of leaving colonialis m ,  e stablishing political stability , and unit
ing its widely spread subcultural group s  into a nation, which could be 
of us e to the newly emerging nations of othe r continent s , have been 
ignored . 

While many Brazilians and non-Brazilian& have written impre s 
s ionistic accounts of the ethos o f  Brazilian culture , n o  studies have yet 
been undertaken in the field of national culture .  The p roblem is fre 
quently m entioned but nothing is done about it . 

In phys ical anthropology little ha s been done othe r  than the taking 
of bodily m eas urements . Growth studie s under special conditions of 
tropical and s ubtropical environment s ,  under differ ent regim es of nutri
tion , have not been done . The recent impetus in human genetic s has 
opened up new vistas , but the re s earch has been done primarily by 
biologists .  The application of genetic studie s to Brazil ' s  special con
ditions of  fir st- cousin marriage present an exciting field of inquiry . 
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Little or no archaeology has been undertaken in Brazil , with one 
or two notable exceptions . Yet in spite of the apparent flatnes s  of the 
indigenous past , much remains to be done . Recent studie s by Murphy 
among the Munduruc-.1 have shown that new approaches can be worked 
out in the ethnographic field , which still pr esents many facets for study. 
In fact there is still much work to be done in the study of Indians in 
Brazil . The re is a numb e r  of tribes along the Guiana frontier s  and 
the XingU region which have never been studied. Furthermore a number 
of  tribes such a s  the Boraro and Caraja need further study . This may 
be the last decade in which it will be pos sible to do studies with groups 
anywhere near aboriginal conditions . The best r ecent guides to the 
pos sibilitie s in this field ar e in an article by R .  Heine-Geldern and 
another by Darcy Ribeiro in UNESCO Inte rnational Social Scienc e Bul
letin , Vol . IX ,  no . 3 ,  1 957 . 

While anthropology ha s much to offer , s o  have political s cience , 
governm ent and economic s which go beyond the standard introductory 
level to deal with unknown problem s  of  rapid development , and mode rn 
history which s e eks out the dynamic s  of the past rathe r than just dates . 

There are two specific s ources  dealing with r e s earch pos s ibilities 
in B razil . One is by Donald Pier s on and Mario Wagne r Viera da Cunha , 
"Res earch and Res ear ch Pos s ibilities in Brazil , " Acta Ame ricana , 1 947 . 
The other is by Gilberto Freyre , Problema s Bras ileiras de Antropologia , 
Rio de Janeiro , Jos l  Olympio , ed . , 1 95 9 .  

Brazil i s  an exceptional laboratory for the social s cience s .  As a 
nation it has faith in the use of the s e  dis ciplines ,  and Brazilians as in
dividuals make res earch easy for the vis itor , displaying a rare wil
lingnes s  to guide him through the intricacie s of their culture .  
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APPENDIX A 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF PRINCIPAL 
BRAZILIAN ORGANIZATIONS 

1 .  CAPES (Campanha Naciona1 de Aperfei(joamento de P e s s oa1 de 
Nivel Superior)  Avenida Marechal Camara 2. 1 0 ,  so andar , Rio de 
Janeiro , Est . da Guanabara Dr . Anis io S .  T eixeira . 

Z .  Centro Brasileiro de Pe squisas Educacionais 
Rua Voluntarios da Patria 1 07 ,  Rio de Janeiro , Est . da Guanabara 
Dr . Anis io S .  T eixeira 

3 . Museu Nacional 
Quinta da Boa Vista , Rio de Janeiro , Est . da Guanabara 
Dr . Luis Castro Faria 

4 .  Se rvi�o de Prote9ao aos Indio s 
Avenida Gra�a Aranha 8 1 , 4° andar . Rio de Janeiro , Est . da 

Guanabara 
Orlando Villas Boas 1 Diretor-Geral 

5 .  Funda�ao GetUuo Varga s  
Praia d e  Botafogo 1 86 ,  Rio d e  Janeiro , Est . da Guanabara 
Dr . Jos e Garrido T or r e s  

6 .  As socias;io Brasileira de Antropologia 
Rua da Matriz 92. , Botafogo , Rio de Janeiro , Est . da Guanabara 
Dr . Manuel Di&gues Jlinior 

7 .  C entro Latino-Am e ricano de Pe squisas em Ciencias Sociais 
( UNES CO) 

Avenida Pasteur 43 1 ,  Praia Vermalha , Rio de Janeiro , 
Est . da Guanabara 

Dr . Manuel Diegues J6nior 

8 .  Instituto Bras ileiro de Geografia e Estatistica (IBGE) 
Avenida Franklin Roos evelt 1 66 , Rio de Janeiro , Est . da 

Guanabara 
Dr . Hildebrando Martins 
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9 . Instituto de Ciencia s Socia is 
Unive r s idade do Bras il ,  Rio de Janeiro , Est . da Guanabara 
Dr .  Manuel Dilgues Junior 

1 0 .  Fulbright Commis sion 
Avenida Rio Branco 1 3 1 , sala 40 1 , Rio de Janeiro , Est . da 

Guanabara 
Dr . Fe rnando Tude de Souza 

1 1 .  Es cola de Sociolo gia e Pol!tica do Instituto de E studo s Pol!ticos 
e Sociais 

Pontifica Univers idade Cat61ica , Rio de Janeir o ,  Est . da Guanabara 
Dr .  Artur Heihl Neiva 

1 Z . Mus eu Paraens e " Emilio Goeldi" 
BeltSm , Para 
Dr . Eduardo Galvao 

1 3 .  Instituto do C eara 
Fortaleza , C eara 

1 4 .  Instituto Joaquim Nabuco 
Avenida 1 7  de Agosto Z 1 87 ,  Recife , Pe rnambuco 
Dr . Rene Ribeiro 

1 5 .  Funda�ao Para o De s envolvimento das Ciencias na Bahia 
Gra�a 1 3 ,  Salvador ,  Bahia 
Dr . Thales Az evedo 

1 6 . Ins tituto Mineiro de Estudos Sociais 
Belo Horizonte , Mina s Ge rais 
Dr . Manuel Alm eida 

1 7 .  Fundac;i:o Escola de Sociologia e Polltica de Sao Paulo 
Rua General Jardim SZZ , Sao Paulo 
Dr . Cyro Be rlinck 

1 8 .  Departamento de Sociologia e Antropologia 
Faculdade de Filos ofia , Ciencias e Letra s da Univer s idade de 

Sao Paulo 
Caixa Po stal 5459 , Sao Paulo 
Dr . Egon Schaden 
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1 9. Sociedade B ras ileira de Gen&tica 
Departamento de Biologia Ge ral 
Faculdade de Filosofia , Ciencia s e Letra s da Univer s idade de 

Slo Paulo 
Prof . Oswaldo Frota-Pe s s oa 

Z O .  Sociedade Bra s ileira de Sociologia 
Caixa Po stal 8 1 05 ,  Sao Paulo 
Prof . Frank Perry Goldman 

Z 1 .  Mus eu Paulista 
Caixa Pos tal 803Z , SS:o Paulo 
Dr . S e rgio Buarque de Holanda 

ZZ . Departamento de Antropologia 
Faculdade de Filosofia da Univer s idade do Parana 
Curitiba , Parana 
Dr . Josf! Loureiro Fernand e s  

Z 3 .  Laboratorio d e  Gen6tica 
Faculdade de Filosofia da Univer sidade do Parw 
Curitiba , Parana 
Dr . N .  Freire-Maia 

Z 4 .  C entro de Estudos · e Pesquisas Econamicos 
Faculdade de C iencias Econamicos 
Avenida Joao Pes s oa ,  Porto Alegre , Rio Grande do Sul 
Prof. Pery Pinto Diniz 

Z S .  Mus eu R egional Dom Bos co 
Campo Grande , Mato Gros so 
Padr e Angelo Venturelli 
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APPENDIX B 

PRINCIPAL LIBRARIES 

1 • Biblioteca Nacional 
Rio de Janeiro , Est .  da Guanabara 

Z • Biblioteca Municipal 
Rio de Janeiro , Est . da Guanabara 

3 .  Biblioteca do Institute Nacional do Livro 
Rio de Janeiro , Est . da Guanaba ra 

4 .  Biblioteca d o  Mus eo Nacional 
Rio de Janeiro , Est . da Guanaba ra 

5 .  Biblioteca do C entro Bras ileiro de Pesquisa s  Educacionais 
Rio de Janeiro , Est . da Guanabara 

6 .  Bibioteca Publica Municipal 
Sao Paulo , Sao Paulo 

7 .  Biblioteca Centra l  da Univer s idade de Sao Paulo 
Sao Paulo , Sao Paulo 

8 .  Biblioteca P6.blica Municipal 
Curitiba , ParancC 

9 .  Biblioteca da Universidade da Bahia 
Salvador ,  Bahia 
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APPENDIX C 

PRINCIPAL SERIAL P UBLICATIONS IN THE SOCIAL SCIENC ES  

Revista d e  Antr opologia 
Faculdade de Filos ofia , Ciencias e Letras da Univer sidade de Sao 

Paulo 
Dr . Egon Schaden . editor 

Boletim da Faculdade de FUosofia , Ciencias e Letras da Univer sidade 
de Sl:o Paulo 

Sociologia I 

Sociologia 
FlDlda�l:o Escola de Sociologia e Polltica de Sao Paulo 
Dr . Alfons o  F .  Trujillo , editor 

Educa£10 e Ciencias Socials 
Centro Bras ileiro de Pesquisas Educacionais 
Rio de Janeiro 
Da . Clotilde da Silva Costa 

Boletim do Centro Latino Arne rlcano de Pe squisas em Ciencias Socials 
Rio de Janeiro 
Dr . Manoel Diegues JW1ior 

Boletim Informativo . StS'rie Estudos e Ensaios . S.s'rie Informas;ao .  
Sgrie Levantam entos e AJillis e s . 

CAPES 
Rio de Janeir o  
Dr . Almir de Castro 

Boletim Estat!stico 
Ina tituto Bra sileiro de Geografia e Estat!stico 
Rio de Janeiro 
Dr . Hildebrando Martins 

Conjuntura Econom ica 
Funda�J:o Getdl.io Vargas 
Rio de Janeiro 
Dr . Denio Nogueira 
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Revista Brasileira de Estudos Pedagogicos 
INEP 
Caixa Postal 1 669 , Rio de Janeiro 
Dr . Anisio s .  T eixeira 

Publicasoes 
Cons elho de Pesquisas da Univer s idade do Par&nt 
Curitiba . Parana 
Dr . Jos �  Loureiro Fe rnandes 

Revista Brasileira de Estudos Pol!ticos 
Univer s idade de Mina s Gerais 
Belo Horizonte , Minas Gerais 
Prof.  Orlando M. Carvalho 

T'chnica 
Fundaslo para o Des envolvimento da C iencia na Bahia 
Salvador . Bahia 
Dr . Thales Azevedo 

Boletim do Instituto J oaquim Nabuco de Pesquisas Sociais 
Recife . Pernambuco 
Dr . Renato Carneiro Campo s  

Boletim d o  Instituto Nacional d e  Pesquisas da Amaz011ia , nova a erie : 
Antropologia 

Mus eo Paraense Emilio Goeldi 
Belem . Pare( 
Dr . Eduardo Galvao 
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APPENDIX D 

SELECT ED BACKGROUND REF ERENC ES 

Az evedo ,  Fe rnando . Brazilian Culture .  New Yo rk: Macmillan Co . , 
1 9.50 . 

Az evedo , Tha1e s .  "0 Estudo de areas regionais , "  Arquivos da Uni
ve r s idade da Bahia , Faculdade de Filo sofia , m ,  1 9 54 . 

Baldus , Herbert . Bibliografia cr!tica da etnologia bras ileira . Sao 
Paulo : Comis sJ:o do IV Centenario , 1 9 54 . 

CAPES . Institui�oe s de pe squisas . StC'rie Informa�ao 5 .  Rio de 
Janeiro : CAPES , 1 9 57 . 

Costa Pinto , L . A . , and Carneiro , E .  As ciencias s ociais no B rasil .  
S'rie Estudo s e Ens aio s , 6 . Rio de Janeiro : CAPES , 1 9 55 . 

Ribeiro , Darcy . " Lfuguas e cultura s ind!genas do Bras il , " Educacao e 
Ciencia s Sociais , II ,  No . 6 (Novembe r 1 957 ) .  

Smith , T .  Lynn . B razil: People and Institutions . Rev . ed . Baton 
Rouge : Louis iana State Unive rsity Pre s s , 1 9 54 . 

SodrcS',  Nels on W .  0 que s e  deve ler para conhe cer o Brasil .  Rio de 
Janeiro: CAPES , 1 9 60 . 

T rujillo , Alfons o  F .  Pesguisas e publicafO'e s  nas Ciencias Sociais 
1 933- 1 958 . Slo Paulo : Escola de Sociologia e Polltica de Slo 
Paulo , 1 9 5 8 . 

Wagley , Charle s .  " B razilian Community Studies ;  A Methodological 
Evaluation , "  Anais do XXXI Congre s s o  Internacional de Ame rican
iata a . Sao Paulo : Editora Anhembi , 1 9 5 5 .  
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