
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit the National Academies Press online, the authoritative source for all books from the 
National Academy of Sciences, the National Academy of Engineering, the Institute of 
Medicine, and the National Research Council:  

• Download hundreds of free books in PDF 
• Read thousands of books online, free 
• Sign up to be notified when new books are published 
• Purchase printed books 
• Purchase PDFs 
• Explore with our innovative research tools 

 
 
 
Thank you for downloading this free PDF.  If you have comments, questions or just want 
more information about the books published by the National Academies Press, you may 
contact our customer service department toll-free at 888-624-8373, visit us online, or 
send an email to comments@nap.edu. 
 
 
 
This free book plus thousands more books are available at http://www.nap.edu.
 
Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. Permission is granted for this material to be 
shared for noncommercial, educational purposes, provided that this notice appears on the 
reproduced materials, the Web address of the online, full authoritative version is retained, 
and copies are not altered. To disseminate otherwise or to republish requires written 
permission from the National Academies Press. 

  

ISBN: 0-309-12322-4, 1 pages, 8 1/2 x 11,  (1985)

This free PDF was downloaded from:
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/12358.html

On the Shuttle Science Payload Program: Letter 
Report 

Space Science Board, Commission on Physical 
Sciences, Mathematics, and Resources, National 
Research Council 

http://www.nap.edu/
http://www.nas.edu/nas
http://www.nae.edu/
http://www.iom.edu/
http://www.iom.edu/
http://www.nationalacademies.org/nrc
http://www.nap.edu/
mailto:comments@nap.edu
http://www.nap.edu./


Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

On the Shuttle Science Payload Program: Letter Report
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/12358.html

On the Shuttle Science Payload Program

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the Shuttle Science
Payload Program

On June 20, 1985, Space Science Board Chair Thomas M. Donahue sent 
the following letter to Dr. Burton Edelson, associate administrator for NASA's 
Office of Space Science and Applications. 

As you know, the Space Science Board has expressed concern on 
several occasions over the state of the shuttle science payload program, and we 
were aware that the program was undergoing a critical assessment within the 
agency. At its last meeting, the Board heard the results of this review and the 
plans to revitalize the program. 

The SSB commends NASA for: (a) supporting the development of a 
number of new scientific payloads which are now ready for shuttle flight and (b) 
for generating a coherent, realistic plan for resuming the development and 
providing for the flight of a significant number of additional shuttle payloads. The 
new plan promises greatly increased access to space over the next five years, 
with the potential of considerably improving the vitality of several scientific areas. 
Because an essential element in the new plan is the availability of timely flight 
and reflight opportunities, NASA is urged to make a strong commitment to 
maintaining the planned level of space science flights as the Space 
Transportation System becomes fully operational. 
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