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Introduction

The present report presents information collected from the 1995 Survey of Humanities Doctorates. This
survey is the tenth in a series initiated in 1977 by the National Research Council (NRC) in response to the needs
of the federal government for demographic and employment information on humanists trained to the doctoral
level. This series—called the Survey of Doctorate Recipients (SDR) project—originally included only doctoral
scientists and engineers but was expanded in 1977 to include humanities doctorates.1 The purpose of the SDR
has been, since its inception, to estimate the number of holders of U.S. research doctorates in science,
engineering, and humanities who reside in the United States and to characterize their employment patterns.

The sampling frame for the SDR is the Doctorate Records File (DRF), 2 a census of all research doctorates
earned in the United States since 1920. The sample for 1995 included 8,829 humanities doctorates, drawn from a
DRF population of 115,043. Data were collected through a self-administered mall survey conducted between
May 1995 and August 1995.

This report focuses on those doctorates who earned their degrees in a humanities field from a U.S.
institution between January 1942 and June 1994 and who were age 75 or younger and residing in the United
States in 1995. The estimated size of this population was 113,700. Chapter 1 describes the size and composition
of this population, including such characteristics as gender, race/ethnicity, age, and citizenship. Chapters 2
through 4 profile the employment of humanities doctorates. Special attention is given to the academic sector.
Chapter 5 presents changes in employment since 1993. Finally, data on publications, professional society
membership, and committee work are presented in Chapter 6. For ease of reference the tables from which the
narrative descriptions and figures were drawn are presented together following the chapters.

Appendix A discusses survey methods and outcomes, including response rates, sampling and nonsampling
errors, and weighting procedures. Appendix B contains a copy of the survey cover letter and questionnaire.

1 The doctoral degree categories that define the humanities include history (American history, European history, history of
other countries, history of science, and unspecified history); art history; music; philosophy; English and American languages
and literature; modern languages and literature (including comparative literature); classical languages and literature; and
"other humanities" (American studies, archeology, linguistics, religious studies, speech, theater, and unspecified other
humanities).

2 The DRF is maintained by the NRC under contract to the National Science Foundation.
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1

Doctoral Population in the Humanities

DISTRIBUTION BY FIELD

The estimated population of humanities doctorates in 1995 was 113,700. For this project the population was
defined to include Ph.D.s who earned their degrees in a humanities field from a U.S. institution between January
1942 and June 1994 and who were age 75 or younger and residing in the United States in April 1995.

•   One-fourth of the humanities population was composed of doctorates in English and American
languages and literature (see Table 1). Doctorates in history or art history accounted for another one-
fourth of the population.

•   The next largest field was modern languages and literature at 16 percent. Also at 16 percent were the
disciplines combined under the label "other humanities." The smallest distinct fields were art history (3
percent) and classics (2 percent).

Figure 1.
Humanities Ph.D. population, by field of doctorate, 1995.

DOCTORAL POPULATION IN THE HUMANITIES 3

Ab
ou

t t
hi

s 
PD

F 
fil

e:
 T

hi
s 

ne
w

 d
ig

ita
l r

ep
re

se
nt

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 w
or

k 
ha

s 
be

en
 re

co
m

po
se

d 
fro

m
 X

M
L 

fil
es

 c
re

at
ed

 fr
om

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 p
ap

er
 b

oo
k,

 n
ot

 fr
om

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 ty
pe

se
tti

ng
 fi

le
s.

 P
ag

e 
br

ea
ks

 a
re

 tr
ue

to
 th

e 
or

ig
in

al
; l

in
e 

le
ng

th
s,

 w
or

d 
br

ea
ks

, h
ea

di
ng

 s
ty

le
s,

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 ty

pe
se

tti
ng

-s
pe

ci
fic

 fo
rm

at
tin

g,
 h

ow
ev

er
, c

an
no

t b
e 

re
ta

in
ed

, a
nd

 s
om

e 
ty

po
gr

ap
hi

c 
er

ro
rs

 m
ay

 h
av

e 
be

en
 a

cc
id

en
ta

lly
 in

se
rte

d.
 P

le
as

e
us

e 
th

e 
pr

in
t v

er
si

on
 o

f t
hi

s 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
as

 th
e 

au
th

or
ita

tiv
e 

ve
rs

io
n 

fo
r a

ttr
ib

ut
io

n.

Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Humanities Doctorates in the United States: 1995 Profile
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/5840.html

http://www.nap.edu/catalog/5840.html


DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

In this section, humanities doctorates are described by such characteristics as gender, race, age, and
citizenship (see Table 2).

Gender

•   Women comprised 35 percent of the U.S. population of humanities doctorates in 1995.
•   The fields of art history and modern languages/literature had the highest representation of women (59

and 50 percent, respectively); only 17 percent of the doctorates in philosophy were women.
•   The proportion of female humanities Ph.D.s grew from 17 percent of the group who earned their

degrees more than 25 years earlier to nearly half of the doctorates from the most recent 5-year cohort
(see Table 3).

Figure 2.
Field composition of humanities Ph.D.s, by gender, 1995.
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Race/Ethnicity

•   The population of humanities doctorates was 94 percent white, 3 percent Hispanic, 2 percent black, and
2 percent Asian.

•   As might be expected, modern languages/literature had the highest ethnic composition of the humanities
fields. Hispanics constituted 11 percent of the doctorates in this field.

•   The proportion of humanities Ph.D.s who were minorities grew from 3 percent of those who earned
degrees more than 25 years earlier to 11 percent of the doctorates earned in the past 5 years.

Age in 1995

•   Of all humanities doctorates, 28 percent were age 44 or under in 1995. Doctorates age 55 or older
accounted for 35 percent.

•   The youngest doctorates were in music: 43 percent were age 44 or under. History had the highest
proportion of older doctorates: 41 percent were age 55 or older. Those with doctorates in classics and
English were the second oldest, both at 38 percent age 55 or older.

Year of Doctorate

•   About 5 percent of all humanities doctorates received their degrees before 1960. Just over half received
their degrees between 1960 and 1979, and 43 percent received their degrees since 1980.

•   Music doctorates were most likely to have recent degrees, in keeping with their younger age
distribution: only 2 percent received their degrees before 1960, whereas 62 percent received their
degrees since 1980.

•   Classicists were least likely to have recent degrees, in keeping with their older age distribution: 8
percent of classicists received their degrees before 1960, whereas only 35 percent received their degrees
since 1980.

DOCTORAL POPULATION IN THE HUMANITIES 5

Ab
ou

t t
hi

s 
PD

F 
fil

e:
 T

hi
s 

ne
w

 d
ig

ita
l r

ep
re

se
nt

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 w
or

k 
ha

s 
be

en
 re

co
m

po
se

d 
fro

m
 X

M
L 

fil
es

 c
re

at
ed

 fr
om

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 p
ap

er
 b

oo
k,

 n
ot

 fr
om

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 ty
pe

se
tti

ng
 fi

le
s.

 P
ag

e 
br

ea
ks

 a
re

 tr
ue

to
 th

e 
or

ig
in

al
; l

in
e 

le
ng

th
s,

 w
or

d 
br

ea
ks

, h
ea

di
ng

 s
ty

le
s,

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 ty

pe
se

tti
ng

-s
pe

ci
fic

 fo
rm

at
tin

g,
 h

ow
ev

er
, c

an
no

t b
e 

re
ta

in
ed

, a
nd

 s
om

e 
ty

po
gr

ap
hi

c 
er

ro
rs

 m
ay

 h
av

e 
be

en
 a

cc
id

en
ta

lly
 in

se
rte

d.
 P

le
as

e
us

e 
th

e 
pr

in
t v

er
si

on
 o

f t
hi

s 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
as

 th
e 

au
th

or
ita

tiv
e 

ve
rs

io
n 

fo
r a

ttr
ib

ut
io

n.

Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Humanities Doctorates in the United States: 1995 Profile
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/5840.html

http://www.nap.edu/catalog/5840.html


Citizenship Status

•   Only 3 percent of humanities doctorates were foreign citizens in 1995.
•   Modem languages and literature had the highest proportion of foreign citizens (9 percent). Music,

English, and philosophy had the smallest proportions (slightly less than 2 percent each).
•   Ten percent of the doctorates earned in the past 5 years were awarded to foreign citizens, up from only 1

percent of those earning their degrees more than 25 years earlier.
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2

Employment and Unemployment

EMPLOYMENT STATUS

This chapter presents the employment status of humanities doctorates in 1995, describing the proportions
who were employed full-time, employed part-tune, or not employed (including those seeking employment, those
retired, and all others not working).

•   In 1995, 79 percent of all humanities doctorates were employed full-time. Field rates ranged from a high
of 85 percent in classics to a low of 77 percent in English (see Table 4).

•   Almost 8 percent of humanities doctorates were working part-time. By field, this ranged from 13
percent in music to 5 percent in classics.

•   Another 13 percent were not employed, the majority of whom (9 percent of the total population) were
retired. English, modern languages/literature, and history had the highest retirement rates (10 to 11
percent); music and art history had the lowest rates (both about 6 percent).

Figure 3.
Humanities Ph.D.s, by field and employment status, 1995.
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Reasons for Not Working

•   Of those not working (13 percent of the total population), the large majority (70 percent) named
retirement as their reason. History doctorates were most likely to cite this reason for not working (74
percent) (see Table 5).

•   Next to retirement, the reason most frequently given for not working was ''suitable job not available'' (12
percent). "Other humanities" doctorates were most likely to cite this reason (14 percent), whereas
history doctorates were least likely to cite it (9 percent).

•   The third most frequently cited reason was "did not need or want to work" (11 percent).

Reasons for Part-Time Employment

•   Overall, more than two-fifths (43 percent) of humanities doctorates who were working part-time
indicated that this was because a suitable full-time job was not available. Nearly one-half of modern
language and "other humanities" doctorates cited this reason for being employed part-time (see Table 6).

•   The second most frequent reason, "did not need or want to work full-time," was cited by 29 percent of
the humanists who held part-time employment.

•   Retirement was the third most frequent reason (24 percent) given for working part-time. One-third of
English doctorates working part-time gave this reason compared with 18 percent of music doctorates so
employed.

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

When those who were retired and those who were not employed and not seeking work are removed from
the data set, the residual is the labor force. In 1995 the size of the humanities labor force was 100,800 (compared
with 113,700 in the total humanities population). The labor force is used as the base in unemployment rate
calculations because it excludes those who are voluntarily not employed.

This section examines the unemployment picture of all humanities doctorates and recent graduates. Recent
graduates are defined as doctorates who earned their degrees between 1990 and 1994. A 5-year period was
chosen to allow sufficient numbers for analysis.

•   In 1995, 1.8 percent of all humanities doctorates in the labor force were unemployed and looking for
work. Art history, at 2.7 percent, had the highest rate, whereas philosophers and classicists had the
lowest rates, 1.1 and 1.3 percent, respectively (see Table 7).
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•   By gender, the 1995 unemployment rate was 1.3 percent for men and 2.8 percent for women. Among
recent graduates, the male/female disparity was similar, but overall rates were higher: 4.4 percent of
recent female graduates were unemployed compared with 1.7 percent of recent male graduates.

•   Those who graduated between 1990 and 1994 had higher unemployment rates: 3.0 percent were
unemployed. Among the recent graduates, modern languages doctorates had the highest unemployment
rate, 4.6 percent, while English doctorates had the lowest, 2.0 percent (see Table 8).

Figure 4.
Unemployment rates for all humanities Ph.D.s and recent graduates, by field, 1995.
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3

Principal Job

EMPLOYMENT SECTOR

In 1995, four-fifths of humanities doctorates were working in educational institutions, primarily 4-year
colleges and universities. Another 11 percent were employed in business/industry, which included private for-
profit companies and those self-employed. The self-employed comprised approximately one-half of this group.
Not-for-profit organizations accounted for 5 percent of the doctorates, and local, state, or federal governments
accounted for 4 percent (see Table 9).

•   English and modern languages had the highest proportions employed in educational institutions
(between 82 and 83 percent), whereas art history had the lowest (72 percent).

•   Art history and English had the highest proportions of Ph.D.s employed in business/industry (both about
13 percent), whereas history had the lowest (7 percent).

•   Art history and music doctorates were most likely to work in not-for-profit organizations (between 9
and 10 percent). Modern languages doctorates were least likely, at about 2 percent.

•   History had the highest proportion of doctorates employed in government, nearly 8 percent.

Figure 5.
Employed humanities Ph.D.s, by sector of employment, 1995.
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OCCUPATION

In 1995 nearly two-thirds of humanities doctorates were employed as teachers—primarily at the
postsecondary level. The second most frequent occupation was manager/executive/ administrator (13 percent).
Writer/artist/media jobs were held by 5 percent of humanities doctorates. The remainder was spread over many
disparate occupational categories (see Table 10).

•   Modern languages and philosophy had the highest proportion of postsecondary teachers (between 64
and 65 percent). Art history doctorates had the lowest proportion (56 percent).

•   Historians had the highest proportion of managers/executives/administrators (16 percent), whereas
classics had the smallest proportion (7 percent).

•   Music doctorates had over twice the average proportion of writer/artist/media jobs (11 percent). Fifteen
percent of art history doctorates were curators.

Major occupations varied by employment sector and by number of years since receiving the Ph.D.
(see Tables 11 and 12).

•   Predictably, most of those working in educational institutions were teachers (80 percent), but 11 percent
were managers, including deans, administrators, and department chairs.

•   The occupations most frequently listed by those in private for-profit companies were artists/ writers/
media specialists (20 percent); managers/executives/administrators (19 percent); and computer
occupations (17 percent).

•   The occupation most frequently listed by those who were self-employed was writer/artist/ media
specialist (36 percent). The next highest proportions were in management-related occupations (14
percent), sales/marketing (12 percent), and management (9 percent).

•   One-fourth of those in private not-for-profit organizations were clergy/religious workers; one-fourth of
those in government were managers/executives/administrators.

•   Slightly less than three-quarters of those with recent doctorates (5 years or less) were postsecondary
teachers. This proportion declined to slightly over half of those who held doctorates for 16 to 25 years
and then rose to nearly two-thirds of those with more than 25 years since they received their doctorates.

•   About 4 percent of new doctorates were managers/executives/administrators. This proportion increased
to 11 percent after 15 years and to between 16 and 17 percent for those who held doctorates for more
than 16 years.
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FOCUS ON ACADEME

The following is a more detailed look at the 76 percent of employed humanities Ph.D.s who were working
in academe in 1995. (Academe includes two-year and four-year colleges, universities, medical schools, and
university-affiliated research institutes.) This section examines the rank and tenure status of humanists, how
quickly they moved through the ranks, and whether this path differed by field or gender.

Academic Rank

In 1995 about 38 percent of humanists employed in academe were full professors. One-quarter (26 percent)
were associate professors. Over 18 percent were assistant professors, and 9 percent were instructors, lecturers, or
adjunct faculty members (see Table 13).

•   History (47 percent) and classics (43 percent) had the highest proportions of full professors. These fields
also had the oldest doctorates. Art history, with a younger-than-average age distribution, had the
smallest proportion of full professors (28 percent). Modern languages, which falls just on the mean in
age distribution, had the next lowest proportion of full professors (31 percent).

•   These proportions were nearly reversed with regard to associate and assistant professors. History and
classics had the lowest proportions of associate professors (22 and 18 percent, respectively) and low
proportions of assistant professors (between 15 and 16 percent each). Modern languages had the highest
proportions, with 31 percent ranked as associate professors and 24 percent as assistant professors. Art
history was also above the norm in these proportions.

•   One can trace, in cross-section, the career path of those academically employed after receiving the
doctorate. Of those with 5 years or less since the Ph.D., only 3 percent were full professors and 61
percent were assistant professors. Between 6 and 15 years since the doctorate, 16 percent were full
professors and 47 percent were associate professors. After 16 to 25 years 57 percent were full
professors, and after 25 years 75 percent were full professors (see Table 14).

•   Women, however, did not achieve the rank of full professor in the same proportions as men. At 5 years
or less since the Ph.D., the rank profiles for men and women were very similar: the proportions of men
at full professor, associate professor, and assistant professor levels were only about 1 percent greater
than those of women. However, the rank profiles diverged with age. After 6 to 15 years, 21 percent of
men and 10 percent of women were full professors; after 16 to 25 years, the comparable figures were 62
and 47 percent. After 25 years, 77 percent of men and 63 percent of women were full professors.
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Figure 6.
Faculty status of academically employed humanities Ph.D.s, by field, 1995.

Tenure

In 1995, 61 percent of humanities doctorates employed in academe were tenured, 16 percent were on a
tenure track, and 7 percent were not on a tenure track. Of the rest, 5 percent were at institutions without a tenure
system, and 11 percent were in positions to which tenure did not apply (see Table 15).

•   History and philosophy had the highest proportions with tenure (both at approximately two-thirds). Art
history and "other humanities" had the lowest proportions (about 55 percent).
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•   The proportions not tenured but on a tenure track ranged from 11 percent of philosophers to 21 percent
of modern language doctorates.

•   Again, one can trace in cross-section how tenure is gained over the career. At 5 years or less since the
Ph.D., only 12 percent of academically employed humanists had tenure. At 6 to 15 years since the
doctorate, 59 percent had tenure. By the time 16 to 25 years had passed, 77 percent had tenure. This
proportion increased substantially, to 89 percent, for those with more than 25 years since the doctorate
(see Table 16).

•   After 5 years since the Ph.D., women fell behind men in achieving tenure. Until that time, about 12
percent of both men and women had tenure. At 6 to 15 years, however, 65 percent of men and only 51
percent of women had tenure. At 16 to 25 years, 81 percent of men and 69 percent of women had
tenure. After 25 years the disparity had continued to increase: 92 percent of men and 75 percent of
women had tenure. It should be noted that these comparisons are made by years since doctorate, rather
than years in the work force. Women are likely to have more career interruptions than men, which could
account for some of the observed disparities.

Figure 7.
Proportion of academically employed humanities Ph.D.s with tenure, by time since Ph.D. and gender, 1995.
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PRIMARY WORK ACTIVITY

In 1995, 56 percent of humanists listed teaching as their primary work activity or the activity on which they
spent the most hours during a typical week on the job. This corresponds with the high proportion who were
academically employed. The next most frequently mentioned primary work activity was management/
administration (15 percent). Research and writing/editing each were named by between 7 and 8 percent (see
Table 17).

•   Music, modern languages, English, and classics had the highest proportions of those with teaching as
their primary work activity (all at 59 percent).

•   History and art history had the lowest proportions of doctorates who indicated that their primary work
activity was teaching (52 percent).

Figure 8.
Employed humanities Ph.D.s, by primary work activity and field, 1995.
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•   Historians (17 percent) were most likely to be in management and administration, while classicists (11
percent) were least likely. Art historians were most likely to be engaged in research (12 percent, along
with philosophers) and writing/editing (10 percent, along with classicists), while musicians were least
likely to be engaged in either of these primary activities (under 3 percent).

•   Recent Ph.D.s (those with 5 years or less since the doctorate) were more likely than other doctorates to
name teaching as their primary work activity—69 percent, which declined to 52 percent after 16 to 25
years. While only 6 percent of new Ph.D.s reported management/ administration as their primary
activity, this increased to 19 percent after 15 years. Writing/ editing grew slightly, from 5 to 7 percent,
throughout the career (see Table 18).

SALARY

In 1995 the median salary for humanities Ph.D.s was $45,000. (Median annual salaries were based on full-
time employed individuals, excluding those self-employed.)

•   For those with 5 years or less since the doctorate, the median salary was $34,000. This progressed to
$60,400 for those with the doctorate over 25 years. For men the progression was from $33,600 to
$61,800; for women, $34,000 to $55,000. Thus, in terms of career age, younger women earned about
the same as younger men, but older women earned less than older men (see Table 19).

•   By field, history doctorates had the highest median salaries, at $50,000. Both male and female history
doctorates had higher median salaries than other doctorates, $51,000 and $43,000, respectively
(although female classicists were at about the same level as female historians). Overall, music
doctorates earned the lowest salaries—$40,000. Salaries for different fields tended to diverge slightly
over the years, with larger field differentials as years since the doctorate increased.

•   Those working in the private for-profit sector and in government earned more than those working in
academe, about $56,000 compared with $45,000. The lowest median salary was in the private not-for-
profit sector, $40,000. Salary differences between men and women ranged from $1,000 in the private
for-profit sector ($57,000 for men and $56,000 for women) to an $8,000 difference at educational
institutions—$48,000 versus $40,000 (see Table 20).
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Figure 9.
Median annual salaries of humanities Ph.D.s, by field and gender, 1995.

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT STATUS

In 1995, 6 percent of humanities doctorates received support from the federal government in the form of
contracts or grants. What fields were most likely to receive grants and what agencies were most likely to award
them?

•   Twelve percent of those in art history received grants or contracts, whereas only 4 percent of those in
music and English received federal support (see Table 21).

•   Those working in the private not-for-profit sector were more likely than those in other sectors to receive
grants or contracts: 20 percent received support compared with only 4 percent in academe (see Table 22).

•   One-quarter of those receiving grants or contracts received them from the National Endowment for the
Humanities, whereas one-fifth received support from the U.S. Department of Education.
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RELATIONSHIP OF PRINCIPAL JOB TO DOCTORAL DEGREE

The questionnaire asked humanities doctorates about the relationship between their principal job and their
doctoral field as one measure of the link between education and careers. Overall, 67 percent of humanities
doctorates indicated that their jobs were closely related to their doctoral degrees, 19 percent said their jobs were
somewhat related, and 14 percent said their jobs were not related to their degrees (see Table 23).

•   Art historians were ahead of other fields in this respect: 79 percent indicated that their job was closely
related to their doctoral field (music was second at 71 percent). Classics and English doctorates had the
lowest score for closely related jobs, 65 percent, and almost one-quarter of classicists had jobs that were
not related to their degree (compared to under 10 percent of art historians).

•   When ''closely related'' and "related" are combined, "other humanities" joined art history and music with
the highest scores, all around 90 percent. Just over three-quarters of classicists had "closely related" or
"related" jobs.

Figure 10.
Humanities Ph.D.s, by relationship of job to doctoral field, 1995.
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•   Of those humanists whose jobs were not related to their doctoral degrees, over two-fifths (44 percent)
said the most important reason was a lack of jobs in their doctoral field. Another fifth (22 percent) said
they were working outside their degree field because of a change in career or professional interests, and
17 percent said the pay and promotion opportunities were better in another field (see Table 24).
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4

Second Job

In 1995, 20 percent of humanities doctorates held a second job. What were those jobs and who was likely to
hold one?

•   Half of music doctorates held second jobs. (As shown earlier, music doctorates also earned the lowest
salaries in their principal jobs and were the youngest doctorates.) In contrast, the other fields were all
clustered between 14 and 18 percent (see Table 25). ("Other humanities" were at 22 percent.)

•   Over one-third (37 percent) of the second jobs were in postsecondary teaching. More than one-half of
the second jobs among philosophy doctorates were in this occupation, compared with only 26 percent of
second jobs of music doctorates.

•   One-third (32 percent) of the second jobs were artists/writers/media specialists. Over half (56 percent)
of the second jobs of music doctorates were in this area (mostly in the musician/composer category),
whereas 11 to 12 percent of the second jobs of historians and philosophers were in this category.

Figure 11.
Humanities Ph.D.s with second jobs, by field, 1995.
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•   The more time that had passed since receiving the Ph.D., the less likely humanities doctorates were to
hold second jobs. Approximately one-quarter of the Ph.D.s who had their doctorates for 5 years or less
held second jobs, compared with only 17 percent of those who held doctorates for more than 25 years
(see Table 26).

•   Over half (57 percent) of those with second jobs indicated that those jobs were closely related to their
degree field. This ranged from 72 percent of music doctorates to 41 percent of English and modern
language doctorates (see Table 27).
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5

Changes in Employment Since 1993

This chapter examines changes in the employment situation of humanities doctorates, including changes in
status, employer, and occupation. Under examination here are those humanities doctorates employed in April
1995. Of these, four-fifths (81 percent) were employed in 1993 and did not change either employer or occupation
in the interim. Seven percent changed both employer and occupation, while 4 percent changed employer only
and another 4 percent changed occupation only. Four percent reported that they were not employed in April
1993; it should be noted that approximately 40 percent of this category consisted of those still working on their
Ph.D. requirements at that time (see Table 28).

•   Doctorates in "other humanities" (18 percent), followed by music and modern languages doctorates (15
percent), were most likely to have made any type of employer and/or occupational change, while
philosophers were least likely to have made a change (11 percent).

Figure 12.
Changes in employment of humanities Ph.D.s, from 1993 to 1995.
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•   Art historians, musicians, and "other humanities" doctorates were more likely than average to have
changed both employer and occupation (between 8 and 9 percent). Philosophers were least likely to
have changed both employer and occupation (4 percent).

•   Across fields, changes in occupation ranged from 9 percent (philosophy) to between 12 and 14 percent
(art history and "other humanities"). (Occupation changes include those doctorates who changed both
occupation and employer and those who changed occupation only.)

•   Changes in employer ranged from 6 percent (philosophy) to between 12 and 13 percent (music and
"other humanities"). (Employer changes include those doctorates who changed both employer and
occupation and those who changed employer only.)

•   Art historians were most likely to have gone from not being employed in 1993 to working in 1995 (9
percent), while classicists were least likely (2 percent) to have made this change.

•   The reason cited most frequently by humanists for changing occupation or employer was pay and
promotion opportunities (53 percent). Music, "other humanities," and English doctorates were slightly
more likely than those in other fields to give this reason (about 56 percent), whereas Ph.D.s in history
were least likely (47 percent). The second most popular reason was working conditions (33 percent
overall), and the third was job location (24 percent) (see Table 29).

CHANGES IN EMPLOYMENT SINCE 1993 24

Ab
ou

t t
hi

s 
PD

F 
fil

e:
 T

hi
s 

ne
w

 d
ig

ita
l r

ep
re

se
nt

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 w
or

k 
ha

s 
be

en
 re

co
m

po
se

d 
fro

m
 X

M
L 

fil
es

 c
re

at
ed

 fr
om

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 p
ap

er
 b

oo
k,

 n
ot

 fr
om

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 ty
pe

se
tti

ng
 fi

le
s.

 P
ag

e 
br

ea
ks

 a
re

 tr
ue

to
 th

e 
or

ig
in

al
; l

in
e 

le
ng

th
s,

 w
or

d 
br

ea
ks

, h
ea

di
ng

 s
ty

le
s,

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 ty

pe
se

tti
ng

-s
pe

ci
fic

 fo
rm

at
tin

g,
 h

ow
ev

er
, c

an
no

t b
e 

re
ta

in
ed

, a
nd

 s
om

e 
ty

po
gr

ap
hi

c 
er

ro
rs

 m
ay

 h
av

e 
be

en
 a

cc
id

en
ta

lly
 in

se
rte

d.
 P

le
as

e
us

e 
th

e 
pr

in
t v

er
si

on
 o

f t
hi

s 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
as

 th
e 

au
th

or
ita

tiv
e 

ve
rs

io
n 

fo
r a

ttr
ib

ut
io

n.

Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Humanities Doctorates in the United States: 1995 Profile
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/5840.html

http://www.nap.edu/catalog/5840.html


6

Publications and Other Activities

Other activities in which humanities Ph.D.s participated included publishing, membership in professional
societies, work-related training, and committee service. What was the extent of this participation and what fields
were more heavily represented in these activities?

•   Over half (57 percent) of humanities doctorates had a publication between April 1994 and April 1995.
("Publication" includes articles in refereed journals, creative works in juried media, book/article
reviews, chapters in edited volumes, textbooks, and other types of books.) Historians and art historians
were more likely than other doctorates to publish (between 67 and 69 percent), whereas music
doctorates were least likely (33 percent). In fact, 39 percent of all historians had three or more
publications. This compares with 30 percent for all Ph.D.s and 14 percent for music doctorates. The
mean number of publications for all humanities doctorates was 2.5 (see Table 30).

•   By sector, over three-fifths (62 percent) of academically employed doctorates published between April
1994 and April 1995, compared with only 27 percent of those in private for-profit companies. One-third
(34 percent) of all academics had three or more publications, compared with only 9 percent of those in
private for-profit companies.

•   Looking at academe, assistant professors were most likely to have published (73 percent), with full
professors and associate professors slightly behind (68 and 66 percent, respectively). In contrast, only
40 percent of adjunct professors published. Those on a tenure track were more likely to have published
than those with tenure (75 versus 67 percent). The mean number of publications for those in academe
was 2.8, slightly higher than the overall mean (see Table 31).

•   In 1995, 83 percent of all humanities Ph.D.s belonged to at least one professional organization. This
ranged from a high of 88 percent of music doctorates to a low of 78 percent of English doctorates (see
Table 32).

•   Over two-fifths (44 percent) of humanities doctorates had attended work-related training activities in the
year preceding the survey. By field, participation in work-related training ranged from 28 percent for art
history doctorates to 48 percent for music and "other humanities" doctorates. These activities included
technical training (69 percent of those who attended training activities); professional training, such as
public speaking or business writing (23 percent); management or supervisory training (21 percent); and
other work-related training (18 percent). Nearly 90 percent of those attending work-related training
activities indicated that the purpose of the training was to increase skills in their occupational field (see
Table 33). Musicians were most likely to have indicated this purpose (95 percent), while philosophers
were least likely (82 percent). The second most
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frequent reason given for work-related training was that it was required or expected by one's employer
(36 percent).

•   Approximately one-third of humanists had performed committee service in the year preceding the
survey. Historians and art historians (both around 40 percent) were most likely to have done so;
philosophers and classicists (both at 30 percent) were least likely. Two-fifths (39 percent) of those
doing committee work served as committee chairs (see Table 34).

Figure 13.
Mean number of publications by humanities Ph.D.s between April 1994 and April 1995, by field.
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TABLE 1 Distribution of Humanities Ph.D.s in the United States, by Field of Doctorate, 1995

Field of Degree Number Percent
All Fields 113,700 100.0
History 23,800 20.9
Art History 3,500 3.1
Music 10,800 9.5
Philosophy 8,300 7.3
English/American Language/Literature 28,300 24.9
Classics 2,100 1.9
Modern Language/Literature 18,600 16.3
Other Humanities 18,300 16.1
American Studies 1,600 1.4
Linguistics 3,800 3.3
Religious Studies 3,600 3.1
Speech 4,100 3.6
Theater 1,700 1.5
Unspecified Other Humanities 3,400 3.0

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to totals.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 2 Demographic Characteristics of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Demographic
Characteristics

All Fields Art
History

History Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total Popula-
tion (No.)

113,700 23,800 3,500 10,800 8,300 28,300 2,100 18,600 18,300

Gender
Male 64.6 78.7 41.4 71.6 82.6 58.8 67.9 49.7 61.9
Female 35.4 21.3 58.6 28.4 17.4 41.2 32.1 50.3 38.1
Race/Ethnic
Group
White 93.5 95.2 97.5 94.6 95.9 95.8 97.5 86.1 91.9
Black 1.5 2.0 0.3 1.8 0.4 1.4 1.1 0.8 2.3
Asian 1.5 1.3 0.0 0.8 1.1 0.8 0.2 2.2 3.4
Native Ameri-
can

0.4 0.1 0.3 0.7 0.5 1.0 0.9 0.2 0.2

Hispanic 3.0 1.4 1.9 1.8 1.8 0.9 0.2 10.6 2.1
Other 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0
Age in 1995
34 or Younger 5.4 3.9 2.8 9.2 5.7 5.0 7.0 6.3 5.2
35-44 22.9 19.0 27.2 33.9 25.2 19.8 19.8 22.1 25.7
45-54 36.4 36.3 40.0 30.9 37.3 37.4 35.1 36.0 37.4
55-64 23.1 26.4 20.8 18.0 20.3 24.2 25.8 23.1 22.6
65-75 12.2 14.4 9.1 8.0 11.5 13.6 12.2 12.5 10.3
Year of Doc-
torate
1942-49 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.3 1.3 0.4 0.1
1950-59 5.2 7.3 4.7 1.9 7.4 5.5 6.6 4.2 3.9
1960-69 16.1 20.1 9.9 8.9 16.4 18.8 25.0 13.2 14.0
1970-79 35.5 37.9 31.0 27.2 37.1 37.8 31.8 39.8 29.8
1980-89 27.6 22.8 38.0 37.1 26.0 24.0 23.1 26.6 34.0
1990-94 15.4 12.0 16.4 24.9 12.3 13.6 12.3 15.8 18.2
Citizenship
U.S. Citizen 96.8 98.0 96.6 98.3 98.3 98.5 96.9 91.3 96.5
Non-U.S.
Citizen

3.2 2.0 3.4 1.7 1.7 1.5 3.1 8.7 3.5

SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.

DETAILED STATISTICAL TABLES 30

Ab
ou

t t
hi

s 
PD

F 
fil

e:
 T

hi
s 

ne
w

 d
ig

ita
l r

ep
re

se
nt

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 w
or

k 
ha

s 
be

en
 re

co
m

po
se

d 
fro

m
 X

M
L 

fil
es

 c
re

at
ed

 fr
om

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 p
ap

er
 b

oo
k,

 n
ot

 fr
om

 th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 ty
pe

se
tti

ng
 fi

le
s.

 P
ag

e 
br

ea
ks

 a
re

 tr
ue

to
 th

e 
or

ig
in

al
; l

in
e 

le
ng

th
s,

 w
or

d 
br

ea
ks

, h
ea

di
ng

 s
ty

le
s,

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 ty

pe
se

tti
ng

-s
pe

ci
fic

 fo
rm

at
tin

g,
 h

ow
ev

er
, c

an
no

t b
e 

re
ta

in
ed

, a
nd

 s
om

e 
ty

po
gr

ap
hi

c 
er

ro
rs

 m
ay

 h
av

e 
be

en
 a

cc
id

en
ta

lly
 in

se
rte

d.
 P

le
as

e
us

e 
th

e 
pr

in
t v

er
si

on
 o

f t
hi

s 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
as

 th
e 

au
th

or
ita

tiv
e 

ve
rs

io
n 

fo
r a

ttr
ib

ut
io

n.

Copyright © National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

Humanities Doctorates in the United States: 1995 Profile
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/5840.html

http://www.nap.edu/catalog/5840.html


TABLE 3 Demographic Characteristics of Humanities Ph.D.s. by Years Since Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Years Since Doctorate
Demographic Characteristics Total 5 Years or Less 6-15 Years 16-25 Years More Than 25 Years
Total Population (No.) 113,700 19,200 31,300 39,900 23,300
Gender
Male 64.6 52.0 54.3 67.6 83.4
Female 35.4 48.0 45.7 32.4 16.6
Race/Ethnic Group
White 93.5 89.1 92.6 94.3 96.8
Black 1.5 1.2 1.9 1.8 0.7
Asian 1.5 3.5 1.6 0.8 1.0
Native American 0.4 0.4 0.7 0.5 0.1
Hispanic 3.0 5.4 3.2 2.5 1.5
Other 0.1 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0
Citizenship
U.S. Citizen 96.8 89.9 96.9 98.6 99.0
Non-U.S. Citizen 3.2 10.1 3.1 1.4 1.0

SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 4 Employment Status of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Employ-
ment Status

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total Popu-
lation (No.)

113,700 23,800 3,500 10,800 8,300 28,300 2,100 18,600 18,300

Full-Time
Employed

79.3 80.0 79.4 78.6 84.1 77.2 85.0 77.9 80.4

Part-Time
Employed

7.8 6.6 9.1 12.6 6.5 7.3 5.4 8.2 7.4

Not
Employed*

12.9 13.3 11.5 8.8 9.4 15.6 9.6 14.0 12.2

Seeking
Employment

1.6 1.6 2.4 0.8 1.0 1.9 1.2 1.8 1.8

Not Seek-
ing
Employment

2.4 2.0 3.4 2.4 1.3 2.8 1.7 2.7 2.5

Retired 8.9 9.7 5.7 5.6 7.1 10.9 6.7 9.5 7.9

*Percentages are not unemployment rates because they are based on the total population, which includes those retired and those not seeking
employment; none of these is considered part of the labor force in this report. Unemployment rates are shown in Table 7.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 5 Reasons for Not Working as Reported by Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Reasons for
Not Working

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total Not
Working (No.)

14,700 3,200 400 1,000 800 4,400 200 2,600 2,200

Retired 69.8 74.4 * * * 70.7 * 69.0 66.0
On Layoff 4.3 6.6 * * * 2.9 * 5.3 6.4
Student 0.9 1.7 * * * 0.9 * 0.0 0.9
Family
Responsibilities

6.8 3.5 * * * 4.2 * 11.6 9.1

Ill/Disabled 6.8 2.5 * * * 5.8 * 7.5 14.9
Suitable Job
Not Available

12.4 8.8 * * * 12.4 * 12.1 14.3

No Need or
Desire to Work

10.9 8.4 * * * 12.2 * 11.0 12.8

Other Reason 6.9 6.3 * * * 9.8 * 7.4 4.2

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to total. Percentages may total more than 100
because multiple answers were allowed.
* Too few cases to estimate.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 6 Reasons for Working Part-Time as Reported by Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Reasons for
Working Part-
Time

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total
Employed Part-
Time (No.)

8,800 1,600 300 1,400 500 2,100 100 1,500 1,300

Retired 23.9 24.7 * 17.5 * 33.3 * 18.6 21.0
Student 1.1 0.0 * 1.6 * 0.9 * 0.0 1.5
Family
Responsibilities

15.2 14.6 * 22.3 * 12.9 * 14.5 19.2

Ill/Disabled 1.0 0.0 * 0.0 * 1.2 * 3.0 1.0
Suitable Job
Not Available

43.2 42.2 * 41.5 * 38.0 * 48.2 50.0

No Need or
Desire for Full-
Time Work

29.0 32.1 * 26.6 * 30.5 * 22.4 19.7

Other Reason 15.1 20.1 * 24.6 * 11.8 * 15.9 9.7

NOTE: Percentages may total more than 100 because multiple answers were allowed.
*Too few cases to estimate.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 7 Labor Force Status of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate and Gender, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Labor Force
Status and
Gender

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total Ph.D.
Labor Force
(No.)

100,800 21,000 3,200 9,900 7,600 24,400 2,000 16,300 16,400

Full-Time
Employed

89.4 90.7 87.4 85.4 91.8 89.4 92.8 88.7 89.7

Part-Time
Employed

8.8 7.5 10.0 13.7 7.1 8.5 5.9 9.3 8.2

Unem-
ployed and
Seeking

1.8 1.8 2.7 0.9 1.1 2.1 1.3 2.0 2.0

Male 64,900 16,700 1,200 7,100 6,300 14,100 1,300 8,100 10,100
Full-Time
Employed

92.1 91.6 93.0 90.0 94.4 92.1 95.1 92.6 92.3

Part-Time
Employed

6.6 6.8 4.8 9.4 4.6 6.4 4.5 6.5 6.2

Unem-
ployed and
Seeking

1.3 1.6 2.2 0.6 1.1 1.5 0.4 0.9 1.4

Female 35,900 4,300 2,000 2,800 1,300 10,300 600 8,300 6,300
Full-Time
Employed

84.4 87.1 83.9 73.8 79.4 85.7 87.9 84.9 85.6

Part-Time
Employed

12.7 10.2 13.2 24.6 19.2 11.3 9.0 12.0 11.4

Unem-
ployed and
Seeking

2.8 2.6 2.9 1.7 1.3 3.0 3.1 3.1 3.0

SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 8 Labor Force Status of Recent Humanities Ph.D.s (1990-1994 Graduates), by Field of Doctorate and Gender,
1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Gender

Labor
Force
Status

All 
Fields

History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Huma
nities

Male Female

Total
Ph.D.
Labor
Force
(No.)

18,600 3,000 600 2,900 1,100 4,100 300 3,100 3,600 9,900 8,800

Full-
Time
Employed

84.7 90.9 82.5 76.1 89.4 86.0 * 84.3 84.1 88.3 80.7

Part-
Time
Employed

12.3 6.0 14.7 20.8 8.1 12.0 * 11.1 13.4 9.9 14.9

Seeking 3.0 3.0 2.8 3.1 2.6 2.0 * 4.6 2.5 1.7 4.4

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to total.
* Too few cases to report.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 9 Employment Sector of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Employ-
ment Sector

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Employed
Population
(No.)

99,000 20,700 3,100 9,800 7,500 23,900 1,900 16,000 16,000

Educational
Institution

79.7 79.6 71.5 78.0 79.7 81.9 80.9 83.0 76.5

2-Year Col-
lege

5.6 6.4 1.3 6.3 4.4 7.4 1.0 4.6 4.7

4-Year Col-
lege/Univer-
sity

66.5 64.4 64.1 64.0 69.7 68.0 69.4 69.9 63.9

University-
Affiliated
Research
Institute

3.0 3.3 3.7 1.6 3.9 2.7 4.2 3.2 3.2

Elementary
or Sec-
ondary
School

3.4 4.1 0.0 4.1 1.4 3.2 5.6 4.7 2.2

Other Edu-
cational
Institution

1.2 1.4 2.4 2.0 0.3 0.6 0.7 0.6 2.5

Private For-
Profit
Company

5.8 3.7 4.8 5.7 6.9 7.2 6.6 6.0 5.9

Self-
Employed

5.0 3.1 8.0 5.5 4.4 5.7 3.3 5.6 5.3

Private Not-
for-Profit
Organization

5.4 5.7 9.6 8.8 4.6 3.6 7.6 2.2 8.1

State/Local
Government

1.7 2.4 3.8 1.0 2.7 1.0 0.0 1.5 1.9

U.S. Gov-
ernment

2.1 5.2 1.7 1.1 1.4 0.7 1.6 1.7 1.9

Other
Employer

0.2 0.3 0.7 0.0 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.5

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to total.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 10 Occupation of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Occupation All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Employed
Population
(No.)

99,000 20,700 3,100 9,800 7,500 23,900 1,900 16,000 16,000

Artists, Writ-
ers, Media
Specialists

4.9 3.5 5.9 11.3 2.3 5.8 3.0 3.7 3.7

Clerical/
Administra-
tive Support

0.5 0.1 0.6 0.9 0.0 0.3 4.6 1.0 0.6

Clergy/Reli-
gious Workers

1.6 1.2 0.0 1.2 1.5 0.6 3.5 1.3 4.3

Computer
Occupations

1.6 1.2 0.0 1.7 2.6 0.9 1.2 1.7 2.8

Counselors 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.1
Curators 0.6 0.1 14.5 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.4 0.0 0.7
Health Occu-
pations

0.3 0.3 0.0 0.4 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.6

Historians 1.6 6.3 3.6 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 1.1
Lawyers,
Judges

1.1 0.5 0.9 0.2 3.0 1.4 0.0 0.9 1.2

Librarians,
Archivists

1.3 1.9 0.9 1.3 1.5 0.9 2.9 0.8 1.5

Linguists 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.1
Managers,
Executives,
Administrators

12.5 15.9 10.0 9.3 9.7 14.1 6.5 10.6 12.5

Management-
Related
Occupations

4.1 4.7 3.2 2.6 3.3 4.4 4.0 3.6 4.6

Scientists/
Engineers

0.2 0.2 0.4 0.0 1.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.3

Elementary/
Secondary
Teachers

2.8 3.0 0.0 4.3 1.1 2.6 4.8 4.2 1.7

Postsecondary
Teachers/
Professors

60.9 57.6 55.7 61.8 64.5 62.3 61.2 64.4 58.4

Sales and
Marketing
Occupations

1.5 1.4 3.0 1.1 1.1 2.0 1.9 1.6 0.7

Service Occu-
pations

0.2 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.8 0.0 1.0 0.5 0.2

Social Scien-
tists

0.9 0.5 0.2 0.0 1.2 0.5 0.0 0.4 3.2

Craftsmen,
Mechanics,
Operators

0.2 0.1 0.0 0.8 0.3 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.1

Other Occupa-
tions

2.8 1.4 0.8 2.8 4.7 3.6 5.1 3.6 1.6

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to total.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 11 Occupation of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Employment Sector, 1995 (in percent)

Employment Sector
Occupation Total Educational

Institution
Private For-
Profit Com-
pany

Self-
Employed

Private Not-for-
Profit Organiza-
tion

Government

Employed Popula-
tion (No.)

99,000 79,000 5,700 4,900 5,300 3,800

Artists, Writers,
Media Specialists

4.9 0.9 19.6 35.5 17.9 7.2

Clerical/Adminis-
trative Support

0.5 0.1 5.2 0.0 1.5 1.2

Clergy/Religious
Workers

1.6 0.1 0.0 1.4 25.8 0.6

Computer Occupa-
tions

1.6 0.2 16.7 4.5 1.1 4.3

Counselors 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.0
Curators 0.6 0.3 0.0 0.5 4.0 3.8
Health Occupa-
tions

0.3 0.2 0.0 1.0 1.5 1.5

Historians 1.6 1.3 0.4 1.9 2.7 9.2
Lawyers, Judges 1.1 0.0 6.4 4.8 0.4 9.8
Librarians,
Archivists

1.3 0.9 0.4 0.0 3.1 9.1

Linguists 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.0 0.8
Managers, Execu-
tives, Administra-
tors

12.5 11.4 18.8 3.7 21.4 24.6

Management-
Related Occupa-
tions

4.1 2.1 13.3 14.4 8.0 12.0

Scientists/
Engineers

0.2 0.0 1.3 0.6 0.8 0.6

Elementary/
Secondary Teach-
ers

2.8 3.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6

Postsecondary
Teachers/
Professors

60.9 76.3 0.0 0.4 0.5 0.0

Sales and Market-
ing Occupations

1.5 0.1 12.3 11.7 1.6 0.4

Service Occupa-
tions

0.2 0.0 0.8 2.1 0.4 0.8

Social Scientists 0.9 0.4 0.8 5.3 2.5 3.9
Craftsmen,
Mechanics, Opera-
tors

0.2 0.0 1.5 3.0 0.0 0.0

Other Occupations 2.8 1.9 1.9 8.3 6.3 9.7

NOTE: Those reporting ''other'' types of employers are not included in this table; therefore, subcategories do not add to total.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 12 Occupation of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Years Since Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Years Since Doctorate
Occupation Total 5 Years or Less 6-15 Years 16-25 Years More Than 25 Years
Employed Population (No.) 99,000 18,100 29,600 36,200 15,100
Artists, Writers, Media Specialists 4.9 5.7 5.3 4.2 4.7
Clerical/Administrative Support 0.5 0.8 0.5 0.4 0.5
Clergy/Religious Workers 1.6 1.2 1.7 1.8 1.5
Computer Occupations 1.6 1.4 2.1 1.9 0.2
Counselors 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.1
Curators 0.6 0.5 1.0 0.5 0.2
Health Occupations 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.4
Historians 1.6 1.8 1.2 1.6 2.5
Lawyers, Judges 1.1 0.3 0.8 1.7 1.0
Librarians, Archivists 1.3 1.1 1.5 1.6 0.2
Linguists 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1
Managers, Executives, Administra-
tors

12.5 3.9 10.7 17.1 15.5

Management-Related Occupations 4.1 1.8 4.4 4.9 4.2
Scientists/Engineers 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2
Elementary/Secondary Teachers 2.8 3.0 3.2 2.9 1.5
Postsecondary Teachers/Professors 60.9 73.2 60.9 54.1 62.6
Sales and Marketing Occupations 1.5 0.5 1.3 2.3 1.1
Service Occupations 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.2
Social Scientists 0.9 0.8 1.1 0.8 0.8
Craftsmen, Mechanics, Operators 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.0
Other Occupations 2.8 3.0 3.1 2.6 2.3

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to total.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 13 Academically Employed Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate and Academic Rank, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Academic
Rank

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total
Employed
(No.)

75,600 15,600 2,200 7,200 5,900 18,800 1,500 12,500 11,900

Professor 37.5 47.4 28.4 33.6 36.8 39.7 43.3 31.0 31.4
Associate
Professor

25.7 21.5 27.5 26.1 29.6 23.4 17.9 31.1 27.4

Assistant
Professor

18.4 15.1 22.0 19.2 15.6 17.2 19.3 23.5 19.2

Instructor 2.7 2.5 0.0 2.4 2.0 3.6 1.9 1.8 3.6
Lecturer 2.7 1.2 3.0 2.5 2.7 3.5 1.1 3.6 2.7
Adjunct
Faculty
Member

3.9 3.2 6.4 6.4 3.4 3.4 4.2 3.2 4.8

Other 0.7 0.8 0.8 1.5 1.1 0.3 0.0 0.7 0.8
Not
Applica-
ble at
Institution

2.2 2.0 2.5 4.1 3.2 1.7 2.0 0.8 3.1

Not
Applica-
ble for
Position

6.3 6.4 9.4 4.3 5.6 7.2 10.2 4.3 7.1

NOTE: Academically employed includes 2-year and 4-year colleges, universities, medical schools, and university-affiliated research institutes.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 14 Academically Employed Humanities Ph.D.s, by Years Since Doctorate, Academic Rank, and Gender, 1995
(in percent)

Years Since Doctorate
Academic Rank and Gender Total 5 Years or Less 6-15 Years 16-25 Years More Than 25 Years
Total Employed (No.) 75,600 14,900 22,100 26,100 12,500
Professor 37.5 2.7 16.1 57.3 75.1
Associate Professor 25.7 9.4 46.8 23.0 13.5
Assistant Professor 18.4 60.6 17.1 3.1 2.2
Instructor 2.7 5.9 3.0 1.2 1.4
Lecturer 2.7 5.7 3.1 1.8 0.3
Adjunct Faculty Member 3.9 6.9 4.1 3.0 2.0
Other 0.7 1.0 0.2 0.9 0.8
Not Applicable at Institution 2.2 2.5 2.5 2.4 0.8
Not Applicable for Position 6.3 5.4 7.0 7.3 3.9
Male 49,000 7,700 12,300 18,400 10,500
Professor 45.6 3.1 21.3 61.7 77.4
Associate Professor 24.8 10.2 47.3 22.1 13.6
Assistant Professor 14.7 61.1 14.4 2.9 1.8
Instructor 2.2 6.3 2.4 0.8 1.2
Lecturer 1.5 4.7 1.7 0.8 0.2
Adjunct Faculty Member 3.0 6.6 3.0 2.2 1.7
Other 0.7 1.1 0.2 0.8 0.9
Not Applicable at Institution 2.1 2.1 3.2 2.2 0.6
Not Applicable for Position 5.4 4.9 6.5 6.5 2.7
Female 26,600 7,200 9,800 7,700 2,000
Professor 22.4 2.2 9.6 46.7 63.0
Associate Professor 27.4 8.6 46.0 25.0 12.9
Assistant Professor 25.1 60.1 20.6 3.7 4.3
Instructor 3.6 5.4 3.8 2.1 2.4
Lecturer 4.9 6.8 4.9 4.2 0.8
Adjunct Faculty Member 5.7 7.3 5.5 4.9 3.6
Other 0.7 0.8 0.2 1.3 0.8
Not Applicable at Institution 2.4 2.9 1.7 3.0 2.1
Not Applicable for Position 7.8 6.0 7.6 9.1 10.2

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to totals. Academically employed includes 2-year
and 4-year colleges, universities, medical schools, and university-affiliated research institutions.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 15 Academically Employed Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate and Tenure Status, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Tenure
Status

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total
Employed
(No.)

75,600 15,600 2,200 7,200 5,900 18,800 1,500 12,500 11,900

Tenured 61.0 64.7 55.0 58.5 66.4 62.7 57.1 60.2 54.9
On
Tenure
Track

16.1 13.4 17.3 17.7 11.1 15.0 17.8 17.8

Not on
Tenure
Track

6.7 6.0 8.4 4.9 7.9 5.7 6.0 6.8 9.3

No
Tenure
System at
Institution

5.0 5.7 6.0 7.0 4.4 5.4 5.0 1.3 6.5

No
Tenure
for My
Position

11.2 10.2 13.4 11.9 10.2 11.2 14.0 11.1 11.6

NOTE: Academically employed includes 2-year and 4-year colleges, universities, medical schools, and university-affiliated research institutes.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 16 Academically Employed Humanities Ph.D.s, by Years Since Doctorate, Tenure Status, and Gender, 1995 (in
percent)

Years Since Doctorate
Tenure Status and Gender Total 5 Years or Less 6-15 Years 16-25 Years More Than 25 Years
Total Employed (No.) 75,600 14,900 22,100 26,100 12,500
Tenured 61.0 11.8 59.0 77.4 88.9
On Tenure Track 16.1 52.9 16.3 2.6 0.2
Not on Tenure Track 6.7 14.8 6.8 4.4 1.5
No Tenure System at Institution 5.0 5.2 5.8 5.3 3.0
No Tenure for My Position 11.2 15.2 12. 1 10.3 6.4
Male 49,000 7,700 12,300 18,400 10,500
Tenured 68.3 11.6 65.1 81.0 91.6
On Tenure Track 12.7 51. 1 14.0 2.7 0.2
Not on Tenure Track 5.1 17.1 5.2 2.5 0.6
No Tenure System at Institution 5.1 6.4 6.2 5.3 2.5
No Tenure for My Position 8.8 13.8 9.5 8.4 5.1
Female 26,600 7,200 9,800 7,700 2,000
Tenured 47.5 12.0 51.2 68.8 74.7
On Tenure Track 22.5 54.8 19.3 2.4 0.0
Not on Tenure Track 9.6 12.4 8.9 8.7 6.3
No Tenure System at Institution 5.0 3.9 5.3 5.3 5.7
No Tenure for My Position 15.4 16.8 15.4 14.8 13.2

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to totals. Academically employed includes 2-year
and 4-year colleges, universities, medical schools, and university-affiliated research institutes.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 17 Primary Work Activity of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Primary Work
Activity

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Employed
Population
(No.)

99,000 20,700 3,100 9,800 7,500 23,900 1,900 16,000 16,000

Teaching 56.1 51.7 52.1 59.0 55.2 58.5 58.6 59.1 54.2
Management
and Adminis-
tration

15.0 16.9 15.6 13.6 12.0 15.9 10.7 13.0 16.1

Research 8.1 11.1 12.3 1.1 12.0 5.8 7.5 9.3 8.5
Writing or
Editing

6.9 7.9 9.6 2.5 7.0 9.1 10.2 5.9 4.8

Professional
Services

3.3 3.1 0.4 0.4 5.5 3.7 3.2 2.4 5.2

Other Activi-
ties

10.6 9.3 10.0 23.5 8.3 7.0 9.8 10.3 11.2

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to total.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 18 Primary Work Activity of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Years Since Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Years Since Doctorate
Primary Work Activity Total 5 Years or Less 6-15 Years 16-25 Years More Than 25 Years
Employed Population (No.) 99,000 18,100 29,600 36,200 15,100
Teaching 56.1 68.5 57.4 50.6 51.8
Management and Administration 15.0 6.4 13.8 19.0 18.3
Research 8.1 8.7 7.6 6.7 12.1
Writing or Editing 6.9 5.4 7.4 7.0 7.2
Professional Services 3.3 1.7 3.3 4.2 3.1
Other Activities 10.6 9.3 10.5 12.6 7.4

SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 19 Median Annual Salaries of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate, Years Since Doctorate, and Gender, 1995

Field of
Doctorate

Years
Since
Doctor-
ate and
Gender

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total $45,000 $50,000 $45,000 $40,000 $46,800 $46,000 $44,000 $43,000 $44,000
5 or Less 34,000 34,000 34,300 31,700 32,200 33,000 34,600 35,000 35,000
6-15 41,000 42,000 42,000 * 40,300 41,000 39,000 41,000 41,000
16-25 51,900 53,900 55,900 * 53,000 53,000 51,800 49,600 50,800
Over 25 60,400 63,000 * * 62,900 60,000 55,000 60,000 63,000
Male,
Total

$48,000 $51,000 $50,400 $41,500 $48,000 $50,000 $48,000 $47,000 $48,000

5 or Less 33,600 34,800 34,000 31,800 32,000 33,000 * 35,000 35,000
6-15 42,000 42,000 47,000 * 41,000 41,400 * 42,000 42,000
16-25 52,000 54,000 * * 52,000 53,300 * 50,000 51,700
Over 25 61,800 63,000 * 58,000 63,000 60,000 * 65,000 68,000
Female,
Total

$40,500 $43,000 $42,000 $34,500 $42,000 $41,900 $43,300 $40,000 $40,000

5 or Less 34,000 34,000 34,300 30,000 34,000 33,000 * 34,400 36,000
6-15 40,000 42,000 42,000 36,000 40,000 40,000 * 40,000 39,500
16-25 50,000 51,000 52,000 * * 51,000 * 48,000 49,000
Over 25 55,000 * * * * 53,000 * * *

NOTE: Median salaries were computed only for Ph.D.s employed full-time, excluding those self-employed.
* Too few cases to estimate.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 20 Median Annual Salaries of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Type of Employer and Gender, 1995

Type of Employer Total Male Female
Total $45,000 $48,000 $40,500
Educational Institution 45,000 48,000 40,000
2-Year College 44,000 47,000 41,900
4-Year College/University/Medical School 44,900 48,000 40,000
Other Educational Institution 45,000 48,000 41,000
Private For-Profit Company 56,000 57,000 56,000
Private Not-for-Profit Organization 40,000 41,000 37,200
Government 53,300 55,000 46,900

NOTE: Median salaries were computed only for Ph.D.s employed full-time, excluding those self-employed.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 21 Government Support Status of Employed Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Govern-
ment
Support
Status

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Employed
Population
(No.)

99,000 20,700 3,100 9,800 7,500 23,900 1,900 16,000 16,000

Received
Govern-
ment
Support

6.1 7.5 12.3 4.0 6.0 4.2 6.5 5.7 7.4

No Gov-
ernment
Support

93.9 92.5 87.7 96.0 94.0 95.8 93.5 94.3 92.6

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to totals.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.

TABLE 22 Government Support Status of Employed Humanities Ph.D.s, by Employment Sector, 1995 (in percent)
Employment Sector

Government
Support Status

Total Educational
Institution

Private For-
Profit Com-
pany

Self-
Employed

Private Not-for-
Profit Organiza-
tion

Government*

Employed Popu-
lation (No.)

99,000 79,000 5,700 4,900 5,300 3,800

Received Gov-
ernment Support

6.1 4.3 10.7 7.4 20.4 12.8

No Government
Support

93.9 95.7 89.3 92.6 79.6 87.2

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to totals. Those reporting "other" types of employ-
ers are not included in this table.
* All federal government employees were counted in the "no government support" category. Those in the government category who were
receiving support were employed by state or local governments.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 23 Humanities Ph.D.s, by Relationship of Principal Job to Doctoral Degree, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in per-
cent)

Field of
Doctorate

Relation-
ship of
Principal
Job to Doc-
toral Degree

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Employed
Population
(No.)

99,000 20,700 3,100 9,800 7,500 23,900 1,900 16,000 16,000

Closely
Related

67.3 66.8 79.0 70.9 67.4 65.4 65.3 68.2 65.5

Somewhat
Related

19.1 19.9 12.1 17.9 16.4 20.3 12.1 16.0 23.4

Not Related 13.6 13.3 8.9 11.3 16.2 14.2 22.6 15.8 11.1

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to total.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 24 Most Important Reason for Humanities Ph.D.s Working Outside Field of Degree, by Field of Doctorate, 1995
(in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Most Impor-
tant Reason

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total Work-
ing Outside
Degree Field
(No.)

13,500 2,700 300 1,100 1,200 3,400 400 2,500 1,800

Pay/Promo-
tion Oppor-
tunities

17.0 18.4 * 22.3 22.3 15.4 * 12.3 15.8

Working
Conditions

3.1 3.6 * 3.8 0.0 4.0 * 3.9 1.4

Job Location 2.9 3.8 * 0.0 2.9 3.3 * 3.3 3.0
Change in
Career or
Professional
Interest

21.5 19.7 * 17.7 17.8 26.9 * 23.7 18.5

Family-
Related
Reasons

5.2 2.0 * 3.8 6.0 6.7 * 3.1 9.5

No Job in
Doctoral
Field

43.8 48.1 * 48.5 46.9 36.4 * 43.5 45.2

Other Reason 6.6 4.4 * 3.9 4.2 7.4 * 10.2 6.6

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to totals.
* Too few cases to estimate.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 25 Second Job Status and Occupation of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Second Job
Status

All Art Engl/
Am

Modern Other

and Occupa-
tion

Fields History History Music Philosophy Lang/
Lit

Classics Lang/
Lit

Humanities

Employed
Population
(No.)

99,000 20,700 3,100 9,800 7,500 23,900 1,900 16,000 16,000

Held Second
Job

19.7 16.5 14.8 50.0 16.7 13.9 18.3 14.0 22.4

No Second Job 80.3 83.5 85.2 50.0 83.3 86.1 81.7 86.0 77.6
Total Holding
Second Job
(No.)

19,500 3,400 500 4,900 1,300 3,300 400 2,200 3,600

Occupation of
Second Job
Artists, Writ-
ers, Media
Specialists

31.6 11.3 * 56.0 11.8 41.0 * 24.5 21.9

Clerical/
Administra-
tive Support

0.4 0.6 * 0.0 1.5 0.0 * 0.6 0.9

Clergy/Reli-
gious Workers

4.1 3.5 * 5.7 5.8 2.3 * 2.0 5.2

Computer
Occupations

0.7 0.6 * 0.4 1.8 0.9 * 1.9 0.0

Counselors 0.3 0.0 * 0.0 0.0 1.5 * 0.8 0.0
Curators 0.3 0.4 * 0.0 0.0 0.0 * 0.0 0.0
Health Occu-
pations

0.5 0.4 * 0.0 3.6 0.0 * 0.0 0.7

Historians 4.3 22.9 * 0.0 0.0 0.0 * 0.0 0.7
Lawyers,
Judges

0.4 0.0 * 0.5 1.8 0.0 * 1.4 0.0

Librarians,
Archivists

0.8 0.8 * 0.4 1.8 0.8 * 1.0 1.1

Linguists 0.8 0.0 * 0.0 0.0 0.0 * 6.6 0.0
Managers,
Executives,
Administrators

0.8 0.1 * 0.4 1.8 0.4 * 0.9 2.2

Management-
Related
Occupations

2.4 6.1 * 0.0 1.8 2.9 * 1.9 3.0

Scientists/
Engineers

0.1 0.0 * 0.0 0.0 0.0 * 0.0 0.5

Elementary/
Secondary
Teachers

2.3 0.3 * 5.2 1.8 0.7 * 0.9 2.4

Postsecondary
Teachers/
Professors

36.9 33.1 * 25.5 51.8 39.3 * 41.3 44.5

Sales and
Marketing
Occupations

2.7 6.0 * 1.7 0.0 0.0 * 4.7 1.8

Service Occu-
pations

0.9 1.2 * 0.0 0.0 1.2 * 3.0 0.0

Social Scien-
tists

1.5 1.4 * 0.0 2.4 0.0 * 0.0 6.1

Craftsmen,
Mechanics,
Operators

1.0 0.0 * 0.9 1.8 1.7 * 0.0 2.1

Other Occupa-
tions

7.0 11.2 * 3.2 10.6 7.2 * 8.5 7.2

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to totals.
* Too few cases to estimate.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 26 Second Job Status of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Years Since Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Years Since Doctorate
Second Job Status Total 5 Years or Less 6-15 Years 16-25 Years More Than 25 Years
Employed Population (No.) 99,000 18,100 29,600 36,200 15,100
Held Second Job 19.7 24.0 21.0 17.9 16.7
No Second Job 80.3 76.0 79.0 82.1 83.3

SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.

TABLE 27 Relationship of Second Job of Humanities Ph.D.s to Doctoral Degree, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Relationship All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total Hold-
ing Second
Job (No.)

19,500 3,400 500 4,900 1,300 3,300 400 2,200 3,600

Closely
Related

57.2 61.7 * 71.6 53.5 41.0 * 41.1 60.3

Somewhat
Related

26.6 20.7 * 24.7 22.5 34.9 * 30.4 27.2

Not Related 16.2 17.6 * 3.7 24.0 24.1 * 28.6 12.5

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to totals.
* Too few cases to estimate.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 28 Changes in Employment of Humanities Ph.D.s Since 1993 by Field of Doctorate 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

1995 Status All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total
Employed
in 1995
(No.)

99,000 20,700 3,100 9,800 7,500 23,900 1,900 16,000 16,000

Not
Employed
in 1993

4.1 5.2 8.7 3.2 4.8 3.1 3.0 4.1 3.3

No
Change
Since 1993

81.1 80.6 77.5 81.7 84.5 82.1 82.5 80.9 79.1

Change in
Employer
and Occu-
pation

7.0 6.4 8.0 8.2 4.0 6.7 5.2 6.4 9.2

Change in
Employer
Only

3.5 3.3 1.8 3.6 2.2 3.6 3.1 4.2 3.9

Change in
Occupa-
tion Only

4.4 4.5 4.0 3.4 4.6 4.5 6.2 4.3 4.5

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore subcategories may not add to total.
SOURCE: National Research Council Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 29 Reasons for Changing Employer or Occupation Between 1993 and 1995 for Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of
Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Reasons for
Changing*

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total Chang-
ing (No.)

14,700 2,900 400 1,500 800 3,500 300 2,400 2,800

Pay/Promo-
tion Oppor-
tunities

52.6 47.3 ** 56.6 ** 56.2 ** 52.4 56.3

Working
Conditions

33.1 31.9 ** 41.5 ** 32.9 ** 29.6 38.5

Job Location 23.6 27.8 ** 28.9 ** 18.5 ** 21.3 27.9
Family-
Related
Reasons

9.9 9.9 ** 15.9 ** 8.8 ** 6.2 11.6

School-
Related
Reasons

10.6 6.7 ** 11.9 ** 12.0 ** 8.0 14.7

Laid Off/Job
Terminated

20.9 23.0 ** 22.4 ** 21.6 ** 15.5 19.2

Retired 4.2 8.9 ** 2.5 ** 4.4 ** 4.2 0.9
Other Reason 14.1 15.8 ** 15.2 ** 12.7 ** 14.9 10.4

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to total.
*Percentages may total more than 100 because multiple answers were allowed.
**Too few cases to estimate.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 30 Number of Publications of Humanities Ph.D.s, Between April 1994 and April 1995, by Field of Doctorate and
Employment Sector, 1995 (in percent)

Total Number of Publications**s
Field of Doctorate and Employment Sector Total Number Employed* None 1-2 3-5 6 or More Mean
Total 94,700 43.4 26.4 19.0 11.2 2.5
Field of Doctorate
History 20,200 33.6 27.0 24.3 15.1 3.1
Art History 3,100 31.4 35.0 21.2 12.3 2.8
Music 9,800 67.0 19.4 9.1 4.5 1.4
Philosophy 7,500 42.0 26.8 21.2 9.9 2.2
English/American Language/Literature 23,900 45.8 25.5 17.9 10.9 2.5
Classics 1,900 50.0 24.5 16.6 8.8 1.9
Modern Language/Literature 16,000 39.5 27.8 20.0 2.7 2.6
Other Humanities 12,300 44.0 28.7 17.3 10.0 2.2
Employment Sector
Educational Institution 76,100 37.9 27.8 21.8 12.4 2.7
Private For-Profit Company 5,300 72.8 18.5 4.2 4.5 1.2
Self-Employed 4,600 66.6 17.4 8.0 8.0 2.0
Private Not-for-Profit Company 5,100 59.4 25.0 10.9 4.6 1.6
Government 3,500 65.0 21.0 6.0 10.2 1.4

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to totals. Those reporting ''other'' types of employ-
ers are not included in this table.
*Data are missing for Ph.D.s in linguistics, archeology, and history/philosophy of science because those individuals received a different ques-
tionnaire.
**Types of publications included are articles in refereed journals, creative works in juried media, book/article reviews, chapters in edited vol-
umes, textbooks, and other books.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 31 Number of Publications of Humanities Ph.D.s Between April 1994 and April 1995, by Academic Rank and
Tenure Status, 1995 (in percent)

Total Number of Publications**
Academic Rank and Tenure Sta-
tus

Total Number Academically
Employed*

None 1-2 3-5 6 or More Mean

Total 72,800 36.4 28.1 22.7 12.8 2.8
Academic Rank
Professor 27,700 32.0 25.9 24.4 17.7 3.3
Associate Professor 18,400 33.9 30.1 22.9 13.2 2.9
Assistant Professor 13,300 26.6 35.8 28.5 9.1 2.4
Instructor 1,900 55.9 19.0 14.6 10.4 3.2
Lecturer 1,900 55.3 24.0 15.2 5.5 1.9
Adjunct Faculty Member 2,900 60.3 22.1 14.7 2.9 1.1
Other 500 ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡ ‡
Not Applicable at Institution 1,600 60.2 24.8 10.6 4.5 1.2
Not Applicable for Position 4,600 59.9 20.7 12.4 7.0 1.8
Tenure Status
Tenured 44,500 32.8 27.9 23.8 15.5 3.2
On Tenure Track 11,700 24.7 34.8 29.9 10.6 2.6
Not on Tenure Track 4,800 42.5 29.2 19.1 9.2 2.7
No Tenure System at Institution 3,700 53.7 24.1 15.3 6.9 1.6
No Tenure for My Position 8,100 62.0 20.6 11.6 5.8 1.5

*Data are missing for Ph.D.s in linguistics, archeology, and history/philosophy of science because those individuals received a different ques-
tionnaire.
**Types of publications included are articles in refereed journals, creative works in juried media, book/article reviews, chapters in edited vol-
umes, textbooks, and other books.
‡Too few cases to estimate.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 32 Membership of Humanities Ph.D.s in Professional Societies, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorate

Membership All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total Popu-
lation (No.)
*

113,500 23,800 3,500 10,800 8,300 28,200 2,100 18,500 18,200

None 17.4 15.6 13.7 12.3 15.7 22.0 12.7 18.7 16.6
One 13.4 10.9 12.3 13.8 15.1 15.2 20.8 12.3 13.1
Two 19.2 18.9 21.4 23.0 17.1 20.0 20.6 16.0 19.8
Three 18.4 16.8 22.0 24.0 21.6 15.8 19.7 17.3 20.1
Four or
More

31.6 37.7 30.6 26.9 30.5 27.0 26.2 35.7 30.5

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to total.
*Those who reported that they had never worked were excluded.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 33 Work-Related Training Activities of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of Doc-
torate
All Fields History Art

History
Music Philosophy Engl/

Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total Popula-
tion (No.)*

113,500 23,800 3,500 10,800 8,300 28,200 2,100 18,500 18,200

Work-
Related
Training

44.3 44.2 28.3 47.8 41.2 43.9 32.5 45.7 47.6

No Work-
Related
Training

55.7 55.8 71.7 52.2 58.8 56.1 67.5 54.3 52.4

Total with
Training
(No.)

50,300 10,500 1,000 5,100 3,400 12,400 700 8,500 8,700

Types of
Work-
Related
Training**
Management/
Supervisory
Training

21.1 24.2 22.5 15.7 16.9 21.0 21.5 15.8 27.5

Technical
Training

69.0 64.4 63.6 79.3 66.8 65.9 75.3 70.5 72.3

General Pro-
fessional
Training

23.1 24.7 18.6 19.1 20.6 23.3 4.9 23.7 25.5

Other Work-
Related
Training

18.2 20.6 28.0 11.2 21.3 16.9 23.3 19.0 17.6

Reasons for
Taking Train-
ing**
Change
Fields

8.1 6.1 6.6 6.5 6.5 8.1 0.7 11.6 9.6

Further
Skills in Field

89.3 90.3 85.2 95.4 81.9 88.7 90.5 88.3 89.5

Licensure/
Certification

6.4 4.8 1.0 5.6 7.6 5.5 5.5 7.9 9.1

Increase
Opportuni-
ties for

Promotion/
Advancement

26.1 24.6 23.2 30.4 24.2 25.1 22.2 28.4

Learn Skills
for Recently

Acquired
Position

20.0 19.3 19.7 15.4 18.9 22.5 24.3 18.7

Required or
Expected by
Employer

35.6 41.0 22.7 30.2 35.2 36.8 44.3 35.4 31.9

Other Rea-
sons

8.9 8.5 12.0 6.0 9.2 10.0 5.2 9.1 9.2

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to totals.
*Those who reported that they had never worked were excluded.
**Percentages may total more than 100 because multiple answers were allowed.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE 34 Committee Service and Position Held of Humanities Ph.D.s, by Field of Doctorate, 1995 (in percent)

Field of
Doctorates

Commit-
tee Ser-
vice and
position

All Fields History Art
History

Music Philosophy Engl/
Am
Lang/
Lit

Classics Mod-
ern
Lang/
Lit

Other
Humanities

Total Pop-
ulation
(No.)*

108,600 23,300 3,500 10,800 8,300 28,200 2,100 18,500 13,800

Commit-
tee Service

34.1 39.8 40.2 32.4 29.2 31.4 30.3 33.3 34.5

No Com-
mittee
Service

65.9 60.2 59.8 67.6 70.8 68.6 69.7 66.7 65.5

Total with
Commit-
tee Ser-
vice (No.)

37,100 9,300 1,400 3,500 2,400 8,800 600 6,200 4,800

Position
on Com-
mittee**
Chair 38.7 37.0 32.6 40.2 36.5 40.7 40.0 38.3 40.1
Member 86.1 88.3 86.4 84.4 83.9 84.2 91.2 86.7 86.4
Other
Position

5.0 3.9 3.1 3.0 7.2 7.0 6.2 4.4 5.3

NOTE: Numbers are rounded to the nearest hundred; therefore, subcategories may not add to totals.
*Data are missing for Ph.D.s in linguistics, archeology, and history/philosophy of science because those individuals received a different ques-
tionnaire.
**Percentages may not add to 100 because multiple answers were allowed.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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Appendix A

1995 Survey Methodology

SAMPLE DESIGN

The sampling frame for the Survey of Doctorate Recipients (SDR) (including the Survey of Humanities
Doctorates) is compiled from the Doctorate Records File (DRF), an ongoing census of all research doctorates
earned in the United States since 1920. For the 1995 survey the sampling frame comprised individuals who

•   had earned a doctoral degree from a U.S. college or university in a humanities field;
•   were U.S. citizens or, if non-U.S. citizens, indicated they had plans to remain in the United States after

degree award; and
•   were under 76 years of age.

To develop the frame, graduates who had earned their degrees since the 1993 survey and met the conditions
listed above were added to the frame; those who were carried over from 1993 but had attained the age of 76 (or
died) were deleted. A sample of the incoming graduates was drawn and added to the panel sample that is
conveyed from year to year. The total sample size was 8,829.

The basic sample design for the 1995 SDR was a stratified random sample with the goal of proportional
sampling across strata. The variables used for stratification were field of degree (11 groups), gender (two
groups), and year of degree (two groups, distinguishing recent graduates from all others). This resulted in 44
sampling cells.

In determining sampling rates the goal was to achieve as much homogeneity as possible while allowing for
oversampling of certain small populations (e.g., minority women). In practice, however, the goal of proportional
sampling was not consistently achieved. A number of sample size adjustments over the years, in combination
with changes to the stratification, led to highly variable sampling rates, sometimes within the same sampling cell.
The overall sampling rate was about 7.7 percent, applied to a population of 115,043. Across strata, however, the
rates ranged from 5.3 to 26.5 percent. The range in sampling rates serves to increase the variance of the survey
estimates.

DATA COLLECTION

Data collection was conducted through a self-administered mail survey. This consisted of two mailings of
the survey questionnaire with a reminder postcard between the mailings. The first mailing was in May 1995 and
the second (using Priority Mail) in July 1995. To encourage participation, all survey materials were personalized
with the respondent's name and address. The mail survey achieved a response rate of about 65 percent. Because
of budget constraints,
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the 1995 survey. As a result, the response rate for the 1995 survey was lower than the rates for the two previous
surveys.

DATA PREPARATION

As completed mail questionnaires were received, they were logged into a receipt control system that kept
track of the status of all cases. Coding staff then carded out a variety of checks and prepared the questionnaires
for data entry. Specifically, they resolved incomplete or contradictory answers, reviewed "other, specify"
responses for possible backcoding to a listed response, and assigned numeric codes to open-ended questions
(e.g., employer name). A coding supervisor validated the coders' work.

Once cases were coded, they were sent to data entry. The data entry program ensured that only values
within allowable ranges were entered and that built-in consistency checks were not violated. For example, a case
in which a respondent reported unemployment but later gave a salary was flagged for review.

Finally, to correct for item nonresponse, data not reported by the respondent were imputed. Two imputation
methods were used: "cold decking," which used historical data provided by the sample member in past surveys
to fill in the missing response, and "hot decking," which used a donor with similar characteristics to provide a
proxy response for the missing value.

WEIGHTING AND ESTIMATION

The general purpose of weighting survey data is to compensate for unequal probabilities of selection to the
sample and to adjust for the effects of nonresponse (see the next section for a discussion of nonresponse).
Weights are often calculated in two stages. In the first stage, unadjusted weights are calculated as the inverse of
the probability of selection, taking into account all stages of the sampling selection process. In the second stage,
these weights are adjusted to compensate for nonresponse; such nonresponse adjustments are typically carried
out separately within multiple weighting cells.

The first step in constructing an unadjusted weight for the 1995 SDR sample cases was to develop a basic
weight that reflected the selection probabilities for each case. This basic weight was calculated as the inverse of
the sampling rate for each case. The next step was to adjust the basic weight for nonresponse. Nonresponse
adjustment cells were created using poststratification. Within each nonresponse adjustment cell, a weighted
nonresponse rate was calculated. The nonresponse adjustment factor was the inverse of this weighted response
rate.1

Let f be the final adjustment factor for a given cell and BSCWGT denote the basic weight for the
respondents. The final weight (FINWGT) for the respondents is given by

1 The initial set of nonresponse adjustment factors was examined, and under certain conditions some of the cells were
collapsed.
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Estimates in this report were developed by summing the final weights of the respondents selected for each
analysis.

RELIABILITY OF THE 1995 SURVEY ESTIMATES

Because the estimates shown in this report are based on a sample, they may vary from those that would
have been obtained if all members of the target population had been surveyed (using the same questionnaire and
data collection methods). Two types of error are possible when population estimates are derived from measures
of a sample: nonsampling error and sampling error. By looking at these errors, it is possible to estimate the
accuracy and precision of the survey results. Potential sources of nonsampling error in the 1995 SDR are
discussed below, followed by a discussion of sampling error—how it is estimated and how it can be used in
interpreting the survey results.

NONSAMPLING ERROR

Nonsampling errors in surveys can arise at many points in the survey process, and they take different forms:

•   Coverage errors can occur when some members of the target population are not identified and therefore
do not have a chance to be selected for the sample.

•   Response errors can occur either when the wrong individual completes the survey or when the correct
individual cannot accurately recall the events being questioned. Response errors can also arise from
deliberate misreporting or poor question wording that leaves room for inconsistent interpretation by
respondents.

•   Processing errors can occur at the point of data editing, coding, or key entry.
•   Nonresponse errors can occur when some or all of the survey data are not collected in a survey year.

In the 1995 survey, coverage errors are likely to be minimal because the DRF (the sampling frame for the
SDR) is considered a complete census.2 Every effort was made to assure that the wrong person did not complete
the form and that questions were clear and unambiguous, which keeps response errors to a minimum.
Furthermore, careful cross checking and editing reduced processing errors.

However, this leaves the largest potential source of nonsampling error—nonresponse. Nonresponse bias is
defined as "the bias or systematic distortion in survey estimates occurring because of the inability to obtain a
usable response from some members of the sample."3

2 Henderson, P. H., J. E. Clarke, and M. A. Reynolds, 1996, Summary Report 1995: Doctorate Recipients from United
States Universities , National Academy Press, Washington, D.C.

3 Lessler, Judith T. and William D. Kalsbeek, 1992, Nonsampling Error in Surveys, Wiley, New York, p. 118.
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Nonresponse bias is concerned with the "representativeness" of the respondents, that is, with how
respondents' characteristics compare with those of the population from which they were chosen. If the
respondents do not accurately represent the population, this would result in inaccurate population estimates.

Table A-1 shows the overall weighted response rate and weighted response rates by subgroups. The overall
weighted response rate4 was 65.1 percent. By field of degree, weighted response rates ranged from 60.8 percent
(doctorates in philosophy) to 69.8 percent (doctorates in American history). Subgroups defined by cohort and sex
had response rates ranging from 64.0 to 67.1 percent. While the direction and magnitude of bias in the estimates
derived from the survey are not known, the response rates obtained suggest that nonresponse bias may exist.

SAMPLING ERROR

Sampling error is the variation that occurs by chance because a sample, rather than the entire population, is
surveyed. The particular sample that was used to estimate the 1993 population of humanities doctorates in the
United States was one of a large number of samples that could have been selected using the same sample design
and size. Estimates based on each of these samples would have differed.

Standard errors indicate the magnitude of the sampling error that occurs by chance because a sample rather
than the entire population was surveyed. Standard errors are used in conjunction with a survey estimate to
construct confidence intervals—bounds set around the survey estimate in which, with some prescribed
probability, the average estimate from all possible samples would lie. For example, approximately 95 percent of
the intervals from 1.96 standard errors below the estimate to 1.96 standard errors above the estimate would
include the average result of all possible samples.5 With a single survey estimate, the 95 percent confidence limit
implies that if the same sample design were used over and over again, with confidence intervals determined each
time from each sample, 95 percent of the time the confidence interval would enclose the true population value.

The number of survey estimates in the SDR for which standard errors might have been estimated was
extremely large because of the number of variables measured, the number of subpopulations, and the values—
totals, percentages, and medians—that were estimated. Direct calculation of standard error estimates from the
raw data for each estimate was not possible because of time and cost limitations. Instead, a method was used for
generalizing standard error values from a subset of survey estimates that characterize the population, allowing
application to a wide variety of survey estimates.

4 The weighted response rate is defined as the total returns (in-scope and out-of-scope) multiplied by their basic weights
divided by those in the survey sample multiplied by their basic weights. Weighted response rates take into account the
unequal probabilities of selection to the sample and indicate the potential for nonresponse bias in the survey estimates.

5 Approximately 90 percent of the intervals from 1.64 standard errors above and below the estimate would include the
average result of all possible samples; or, if more precision is required, approximately 99 percent of the intervals from 2.58
standard errors above and below the estimate would include the average result of all possible samples.
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This method computes the variances associated with selected variables and uses these estimates to develop
values of a and b parameters (regression coefficients) for use in generalized variance functions that estimate the
standard errors associated with a broader range of totals and percentages. Base a and b parameters are shown in
Table A-2. These parameters were used to generate tables of approximate standard errors shown as Tables A-3
through A-6. The use of these tables is described below, together with an alternative method for approximating
the standard errors more directly.

STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATED TOTALS

Tables A-3 and A-4 show approximate standard errors for the humanities doctoral population overall, for
field groupings used in the report (e.g., history and philosophy), and for females by field. The standard errors
shown in the tables were calculated using the appropriate values of a and b, along with the following formula for
standard errors of totals:

where x is the total. Resulting values were rounded to the nearest multiple of 10. The illustration below
shows how to use the tables to determine the standard errors of estimates shown in the report.

Illustration. The number of humanities Ph.D.s employed in the private for-profit sector is reported at
5,800. To determine the approximate standard error, one can use the values shown in Table A-3 for the estimated
numbers of 5,000 and 10,000 in the "All Fields" column, or 320 and 450, respectively. Then, through linear
interpolation, one can calculate 341 as the approximate standard error of the estimate of 5,800 as follows:

On the other hand, using the values of a and b for all humanities Ph.D.s from Table A-2 and Formula 1, one
can also calculate the approximate standard error more directly:

To develop a 95 percent confidence interval around this estimate of 5,800, one would add and subtract from
the estimate the standard error multiplied by 1.96. This means that the average estimate from all possible
samples would be expected 95 times out of 100 to fall within the range of
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This range of 5,118 to 6,482 represents the 95 percent confidence interval for the estimated number of 5,800.

Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages

Percentages are another type of estimate given throughout the report. The standard error of a percentage
may be approximated using the following formula:

where x is the numerator of the percentage, y is the denominator of the percentage, p is the percentage (0 <<
p << 100), and b is from Table A-2. Tables of standard errors of estimated percentages were derived using this
formula and are shown in Tables A-5 and A-6. Formula 2 may be used to calculate the standard errors of
percentages not shown in the tables.

Illustration. Using the same example mentioned earlier but stated as a proportion, approximately 5.8
percent of all humanities doctorates were employed in the private for-profit sector. That is, of the 99,100
individuals who are employed, 5,800 were working in the private for-profit sector, or about 5.8 percent.
Table A-5 shows the approximate standard error of a 5 percent characteristic on a base of 100,000 (the closest
values) to be 0.3.

Alternatively, using the appropriate value of b from Table A-2 and Formula 2, the standard error of p may
be determined as follows:

To develop a 95 percent confidence interval around this estimate of 5.8 percent, one would add and subtract
from the estimate the standard error multiplied by 1.96. That is, the average estimate from all possible samples
would be expected 95 times out of 100 to fall within the range of

The range of 5.11 to 6.49 represents the 95 percent confidence interval for the estimated percent of 5.8.
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Limitations of the Standard Error Estimates

As mentioned, the standard error estimates provided in this report were derived from generalized functions
on the basis of a limited set of characteristics (or survey estimates). Although this method provides good
approximation of standard errors associated with most survey results, it may overstate the error associated with
estimates drawn from strata with high sampling fractions. However, the only way to avoid this overstatement is
to calculate the standard errors directly from the raw data, forgoing the practical, and more widely applicable,
generalized method.
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TABLE A-1 Response Rates by Summary Strata (Field, Cohort, and Gender), 1995

Sampling
Frame

Survey
Sample

In- Scope
Returns

Out-of-
Scope
Returns

Total
Returns

Weighted
Response
Rate (%)

Field of
Doctorate

Art History 3,826 397 246 19 265 67.1

American
History

7,536 569 391 6 397 69.8

Other History 17,043 1,070 639 55 694 65.2

Music 11,234 818 533 24 557 68.6

Speech/Theater 6,070 581 373 16 389 65.6

Philosophy 8,979 763 429 35 464 60.5

English/
American Lang/
Lit

29,624 2,042 1,263 61 1,324 65.6

French/Spanish
Lang/Lit

9,295 773 443 24 467 60.9

Other Modern
Lang/Lit

8,492 748 435 36 471 63.3

Classics 2,371 315 191 15 206 65.3

Other
Humanities

10,573 753 450 30 480 64.2

Cohort

1985-1994
Doctorates

32,804 2,698 1,715 73 1,788 66.1

Pre-1985
Doctorates

82,239 6,131 3,678 248 3,926 64.7

Gender

Male/Unknown 73,364 5,521 3,292 203 3,495 64.0

Female 39,679 3,308 2,101 118 2,219 67.1

Total 115,043 8,829 5,393 321 5,714 65.1

NOTE: Out-of-scope sample cases are those learned to be deceased, living outside the United States, or over the age of 75. The weighted
response rate is the total returns (in-scope and out-of-scope) multiplied by their basic weights divided by the survey sample multiplied by
their basic weights.
SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE A-2 Listing of a and b Parameters (Select Groups in Humanities Fields), 1995

Gender Years Since Doctorate

Field of Doctorate Parameters Total Male Female 5 or Less 6-15 16-25 Over 25

Total, Humanities a -0.0002 -0.0003 -0.0005 -0.001 -0.0007 -0.0005 -0.0016

b 22.0334 24.542 18.7954 19.5561 22.6625 20.9583 38.9508

History a -0.0011 -0.0016 -0.0024 -0.0031 -0.0035 -0.0017 -0.0137

b 27.5428 31.4577 12.5688 11.4072 20.1781 23.3711 86.5962

Art History a -0.0072 -0.0206 -0.0084 -0.0112 -0.0149 -0.0066 -0.0297

b 25.4867 30.2316 17.3578 7.792 19.7987 6.4701 18.3836

Music a -0.0013 -0.0011 -0.0092 -0.0041 -0.0025 -0.0018 -0.002

b 14.5382 8.6691 21.4679 11.9481 9.7411 8.1653 2.5097

Philosophy a -0.0016 -0.0028 -0.0067 -0.0037 -0.0062 -0.0005 -0.0014

b 14.448 19.0081 10.6307 4.0905 14.4724 1.5788 4.1062

Engl/Am Lang/Lit a -0.0007 -0.0011 -0.0008 -0.005 -0.0037 -0.0005 -0.0004

b 18.9447 18.1487 10.1054 20.8339 25.2734 4.602 2.9169

Classics a -0.0037 -0.0069 -0.0079 -0.0064 -0.021 -0.0837 -0.0065

b 8.3628 10.4816 5.4447 1.9178 12.3877 23.8383 3.6465

Modern Lang/Lit a -0.0007 -0.001 -0.0026 -0.0048 -0.0046 -0.0014 -0.0029

b 14.7339 11.9273 17.7044 16.2059 25.0407 12.9656 13.7691

Other Humanities a -0.0008 -0.0014 -0.0017 -0.0042 -0.0026 -0.0026 -0.0026

b 17.5967 19.0471 12.9988 18.4607 18.5882 17.3912 12.496

SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE A-3 Approximate Standard Error of Estimated Number of Humanities Doctorates, by Field, 1995

Estimated All Art Engl/Am Modern Other

Number Fields History History Music Philosophy Lang/Lit Classics Lang/Lit Humanities

50 30 40 40 30 30 30 20 30 30

100 50 50 50 40 40 40 30 40 40

200 70 70 70 50 50 60 40 50 60

500 100 120 100 80 80 100 60 80 90

700 120 140 120 100 100 110 60 100 110

1,000 150 160 140 120 110 140 70 120 130

2,500 230 250 140 170 160 210 - 180 200

5,000 320 330 200 180 280 - 240 260

10,000 450 410 - - - 350 - 280 310

25,000 650 - - - - 190 - - -

50,000 780 - - - - - - - -

75,000 730 - - - - - - - -

100,000 450 - - - - - - - -

TABLE A-4 Approximate Standard Error of Estimated Number of Female Humanities Doctorates, by Field, 1995

Estimated All Art Engl/Am Modern Other

Number Fields History History Music Philosophy Lang/Lit Classics Lang/Lit Humanities

50 30 20 30 30 20 20 20 30 30

100 40 40 40 50 30 30 20 40 40

200 60 50 60 60 40 40 30 60 50

500 100 80 80 90 60 70 30 90 80

700 110 90 90 100 60 80 - 110 90

1,000 140 100 90 110 60 100 - 120 110

2,500 210 130 - - - 140 - 170 150

5,000 290 - - - - 170 - 150 150

10,000 370 - - - - 150 - - -

25,000 400 - - - - - - - -

SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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TABLE A-5 Approximate Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages of Humanities Doctorates, 1995

Base Number Estimated Percentages

of Percent 1 or 99 2 or 98 5 or 95 10 or 90 15 or 85 25 or 75 50

50 6.6 9.3 14.5 19.9 23.7 28.7 33.2

100 4.7 6.6 10.2 14.1 16.8 20.3 23.5

200 3.3 4.6 7.2 10.0 11.9 14.4 16.6

500 2.1 2.9 4.6 6.3 7.5 9.1 10.5

700 1.8 2.5 3.9 5.3 6.3 7.7 8.9

1,000 1.5 2.1 3.2 4.5 5.3 6.4 7.4

2,500 0.9 1.3 2.0 2.8 3.4 4.1 4.7

5,000 0.7 0.9 1.4 2.0 2.4 2.9 3.3

10,000 0.5 0.7 1.0 1.4 1.7 2.0 2.3

25,000 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.9 1.1 1.3 1.5

50,000 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.9 1.0

75,000 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.9

100,000 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7

SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.

TABLE A-6 Approximate Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages of Female Humanities Doctorates, 1995

Base Number Estimated Percentages

of Percent 1 or 99 2 or 98 5 or 95 10 or 90 15 or 85 25 or 75 50

50 6.1 8.6 13.4 18.4 21.9 26.5 30.7

100 4.3 6.1 9.4 13.0 15.5 18.8 21.7

200 3.1 4.3 6.7 9.2 10.9 13.3 15.3

500 1.9 2.7 4.2 5.8 6.9 8.4 9.7

700 1.6 2.3 3.6 4.9 5.9 7.1 8.2

1,000 1.4 1.9 3.0 4.1 4.9 5.9 6.9

2,500 0.9 1.2 1.9 2.6 3.1 3.8 4.3

5,000 0.6 0.9 1.3 1.8 2.2 2.7 3.1

10,000 0.4 0.6 0.9 1.3 1.5 1.9 2.2

25,000 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0 1.2 1.4

SOURCE: National Research Council, Survey of Humanities Doctorates.
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Appendix B

1995 Survey Cover Letters and Questionnaire
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NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC AND ENGINEERING PERSONNEL
2101 Constitution Avenue Washington, D.C. 20418
SURVEY OF DOCTORATE RECIPIENTS
Telephone: (202) 334-3152
FAX: (202) 334-2753

May 17, 1995

Dr. John Respondent
132 Elm St. Maplewood, PA 15324

Dear Dr. Respondent

I am writing to ask for your help with the 1995 Survey of Humanities Doctorates. This is an important
biennial study of highly educated and trained persons, sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities
and conducted by the National Research Council.

You have been chosen for this study as part of a scientifically selected sample of individuals holding
doctorate degrees. Your response is needed whether or not you are employed, living in the United States, or
working in your field of degree.

The results of this study will be used by government and academic institutions to make policy decisions; to
anticipate surpluses or shortages in personnel; and to study the relationship between graduate education and
career outcomes. Results from earlier studies have been used to identify trends in faculty composition, in time
spent teaching and doing research, and in characteristics of non-academically employed humanities doctorates.

Please complete the enclosed survey form and return it in the postage-paid envelope as soon as possible.
The information you provide is voluntary and will be kept strictly confidential. Findings will be reported only in
the form of statistical summaries.

If you have any questions about the survey, please call 1-(800)-248-8649 between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Daylight Time. We would be happy to talk with you. Thank you for your help. We look forward to
receiving your questionnaire.

Sincerely,
Bruce Alberts

Chairman
Enclosure
The National Research Council is the principal operating agency of the National Academy of Sciences and

the National Academy of Engineering to serve government and other organizations.
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NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC AND ENGINEERING PERSONNEL
2101 Constitution Avenue Washington, D.C. 20418
SURVEY OF DOCTORATE RECIPIENTS
Telephone: (202) 334-3152
FAX: (202) 334-2752

July 12, 1995

Dr. John Respondent
132 Elm St. Maplewood, PA 15324

Dear Dr. Respondent:

About 6 weeks ago, we asked you to participate in a nationwide survey of doctorate recipients sponsored by
the National Endowment for the Humanities.

To the best of my knowledge, we have not yet received your completed Survey of Humanities Doctorates
questionnaire. In case you did not receive the questionnaire or have misplaced it, we are enclosing a replacement
copy. We are writing to you again to stress the significance that your response has for the overall accuracy of the
results and the usefulness of the survey.

We know that the experiences of people with doctorate degrees in the humanities vary. To understand these
differences, we need your response even if you are retired, not working, or working in a field not related to your
doctorate degree.

The survey provides timely information for businesses, government, and educational institutions. It helps
these groups understand where and in what fields doctorate recipients work and where we should place priorities
in a time of limited resources.

We want to assure you that federal law requires us to keep your answers confidential. We cannot release
information that allows identification of any individual's answers.

We would be happy to talk to you about any questions or concerns you might have about the survey. Please
feel free to call a member of my staff toll free between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Eastern Daylight Time, on 1-
(800)-248-8649.

Sincerely,
Susan Mitchell

Project Director
Enclosure
The National Research Council is the principal operating agency of the National Academy of Sciences and

the National Academy of Engineering to serve government and other organizations.
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