Acknowledgments

This book project took us about three and a half years to complete, starting from the summer of 2012—
when we prepared the book proposal—to the submission of the manuscript at the end of 2015. This
book is the synthesis of our research and practice in the last 15 years. More important, it highlights
research and practice from researchers and practitioners in the library and information science field.
At the same time, we would not be able to write this book without the support of family members,
students, and colleagues.

This book would have not been possible without contributions from many researchers and practi-
tioners in the digital library field. Iris Xie would like to thank University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee for
granting her sabbatical leave, enabling her to focus on the book. She also thanks her colleagues and
students for their support and inspiring conversations. Krystyna Matusiak would like to thank her col-
leagues and students at the University of Denver for their support and stimulating discussions. She also
would like to thank her former colleagues at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Libraries where
she began her work in digitization.

We extend our deepest thanks to Tefko Saracevic for writing the Foreword for the book and our
colleagues who reviewed the chapters and provided constructive feedback: Heather Ryan of University
of Denver, Ling Meng of University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Libraries, Benjamin Miller of Denver
Public Library, Steve Miller of University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Doug Peterson and Peter Siegel
of Digital Transitions. We would also like to acknowledge graduate students who assisted the authors
with research and editing. Our sincere thanks to the doctoral students in School of Information Stud-
ies at University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee: Joel A Des Armo, Carol Sabbar, Edward Benoit, Renee
Bennett Kapusniak, Hye Jung Han, Tae Hee Lee, Soohyung Joo, Sukjin You, and Yanyan Wang,
and to the students in the Library and Information Science program at the University of Denver: Gina
Schlesselman-Tarango, Catie Newton, and Chelsea Heinbach. Krystyna Matusiak would also like to
thank Tara Kron for her editing assistance.

We would like to express our appreciation to Amy Invernizzi from Elsevier for answering our ques-
tions and supporting us at every stage of the book writing process.

Finally, we also want to express our gratitude to our family members and friends for their patience
and support during the process of writing this book. Iris would like to dedicate this book to her hus-
band, Charlie, and her daughter, Vivian, for their support, encouragement, and sacrifice as well as her
parents for their support and love along the journey. Krystyna would like to dedicate the book to her
sons, Alexander and Thomas, for their understanding and great hiking trips in the Rocky Mountains
that provided a respite in the writing process.

l. Xie

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

K.K. Matusiak

University of Denver

xxiii





