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Abstract

In the Midst of Life:

A Concertino for Guitar and Chamber Orchestra

Egemen Kesikli, M. Music

The University of Texas at Austin, 2014

Supervisor: Donald Grantham

In the Midst of Life is a highly-virtuosic concertino for solo guitarist and chamber
orchestra. The piece explores variations of makamic intervallic structures—complex
melody types and modes in traditional Middle Eastern Music—and builds the formal

architecture and the pitch material upon makamic textural and melodic relations.
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written for and dedicated to my fn’end, guitarist extraordinaire, Celil Refilz Kaya

In The Midst Of Life

Score in C

Duration: 14' ca.
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Egemen Kesikli is a young Turkish composer honored with numerous performances
across the United States, as well as Canada, Austria, Greece, and his home-country, Turkey. His
music has been praised with performances by ensembles and soloists including the Duluth
Superior Symphony Orchestra, Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony Orchestra, the Dissonart
Ensemble, Luna Nova Music Ensemble, the UT New Music Ensemble, the St. Olaf Band, and
the world-renowned tap-dancer Max Pollak.

Along with composing, Egemen performs actively as a choral and instrumental conductor.
He studied conducting with Steven Amundson, Christopher Aspaas, and Timothy Mahr at St.
Olaf College, with Wolfgang Harrer in Vienna, Austria, and with Robert Carnochan at The
University of Texas at Austin. As the former assistant-conductor of the Viking Chorus of St.
Olaf College, he has performed in many venues including the 2011 ACDA (American Choral
Directors Association) of Minnesota State Conference, and the 8th Annual Collegiate Men's
Chorus Festival. In March 2012, Egemen conducted the St. Olaf Band, dubbed ‘“one of
America’s preeminent bands” by the New Yorker, featuring his own composition, the Emperor.

Egemen received his Bachelors degree in Music Theory & Composition from St. Olaf
College with Departmental Distinction, and is currently seeking his Master’s degree in
Composition at The University of Texas at Austin - Butler School of Music. During his
undergraduate and master’s studies he studied composition with Justin Merritt, Timothy Mahr,
Dan Welcher, Bruce Pennycook, Yevgeniy Sharlat and Donald Grantham; and attended
masterclasses with Andrea Clearfield, Sean Shepherd, Frank Ticheli, and Don Freund.

Egemen will be pursuing his Doctorate of Musical Arts degree at the University of
Colorado Boulder starting in Fall 2014, studying with Carter Pann and Daniel Kellogg. For more

of Egemen’s music, please visit his official homepage at www.egemenkesikli.com. For any

questions and/or comments, contact him at ekesikli@gmail.com.
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