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Abstract 





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
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
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






































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




























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1. Introduction 







































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








































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





















Arriving in Caracas 












































































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





































Establishing Citizenships 


















































































































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














































































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









































































Where and How 






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






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








































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




















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
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
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








































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




































































































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


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




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
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












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








































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





















Theoretical Contributions 










































































































































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






























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


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






































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






























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2. Considering Caracas: an Aesthetic of Modernity  















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


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


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
















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















Birth of the Modern City 














































































































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

























































































































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
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
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




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Establishing the Modern 
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























































































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

















(Re)Partiendo la Ciudad (Dividing and Distributing the City) 




























































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

































Approaching Urban Fear and Seeing Modern. 
























































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






































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








































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





























Reading Space 










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


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



















































Hiding in the Cracks 




















































































































































































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
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
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




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
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3. Slipping from the Middle: Class and Anticipating Loss 
in the Chavista State 






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














































































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




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


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




















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
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
































































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










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
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
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Purchasing Power 


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




































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




























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






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








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





















































The City Is Mine 


































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






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





























Misión Negra Hipólita works with municipalities throughout the nation to provide services meant to improve the 
living conditions of Venezuelans living in poverty.  Its projects include the construction of shelters, job training and 
placement, and even cultural programs meant to promote social justice and inclusion.
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












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
















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






































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Inheritance and Meritocracy 










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


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




































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










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








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
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4. Caraqueño Publics and the Confederitization of a City 









































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












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










































































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


































































































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






















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

































Reclaiming Abandoned Spaces 






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
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
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
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


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
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
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
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
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






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
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










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






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
















































































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








































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






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5. Life Under the City: Mass Transit’s Promise to the 
People  
















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
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








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


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


























































































































































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A World Apart 
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
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Maintaining the Underground 
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




























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






































































































































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









On the Surface 
































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




















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The Exclusivity of Egalitarianism 


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
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
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


















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










































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


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






























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Mobile Citizens 








































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










































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


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6. Policing Malandros and the Malandros Who Police: 
Social Rights and Violence in a Fractured Police State 












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


















































































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




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

























Lesson 1: El Negro Es Negro 


















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




















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


















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
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








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










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
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
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




















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










































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










































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

Lesson 2: Malandreo as Passport 








































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












































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








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Lesson 3: Policing Power in People’s Hands 
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
















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













































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Lesson 4: Surviving Sovereignty and the Noninterfering State 
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
















































































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Finding Cohesion in the Cracks 
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








































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




















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Conclusion 

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


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
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
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
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






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















































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











































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











































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





























































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




















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







































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
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
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
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
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
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



































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

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
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