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ABSTRACT

In my work I am often drawn to relatively simple systems that unfold before the
listener. In Erosion, there are several of these processes that unfold simultaneously. The
piece begins with a pitch cluster that gradually spreads into total chromatic saturation
(about half-way through the piece) before shrinking back into clusters. As this is
happening there is, on a macro level, a gradual speeding of events throughout the entire
duration of the work. The interactions between this linear progression in the time domain
and the (relatively) cyclical progression in the frequency domain form the main dialogue

of the work.
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INSTRUMENTATION

1 flute, piccolo

1 oboe

1 clarinet in B flat, bass-clarinet
1 bassoon, contra-bassoon*

1l hornin F
1 trumpet in B flat
1 trombone

percussion (2 players):
Percussion 1:

Vibraphone (played with bass bow as well as mallets)
Triangle

Ride Cymbal (bowed as well as struck)

Snare Drum

2 Shakers of different pitch

Woodblock

Medium Tam Tam (bowed as well as struck)

Large Tam Tam

Percussion 2:

Vibraphone (played with bass bow as well as mallets)
Chimes

Medium-Sized Suspended Cymbal (bowed as well as struck)
Piccolo Snare Drum

2 Bongos

High Tom

<

-

Hi Tom Lo Bongo Hi Bongo Snare Drm. Sus. Cym.

Changes in vibraphone motor speeds are indicated by an arrow.
1 piano

2 violins
1 viola

i1



1 cello
1 contrabass

* If contrabassoon is impractical, this section (mm. 83-98) can be played on bassoon.

All instruments are notated with the usual transpositions. Accidentals hold throughout the
measure.

Instruments are arranged in the traditional manner with one slight alteration: the
percussionists should be as far apart from each-other as possible while still being

accessible to the conductor. This is so they may be acoustically separated.

This work was premiered by the Universit%/ of lowa Center for New Music under the
direction of David Gompper on March 26", 2010 and is dedicated to them.

Duration: ca. 13°

v
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