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ABSTRACT 

 A Concerto for Piano and Orchestra is a work of absolute music, which draws on the 

traditional three-movement concerto form of the classical and romantic tradition and includes a 

solo piano cadenza toward the end of the last movement.  Harmonically, I make free use of the 

major, minor and augmented triads, and draw from diatonic, hexatonic, octatonic and other 

altered modes.  My orchestration is influenced by Debussy, Ravel and Stravinsky, and my piano 

writing is influenced by J.S. Bach, Chopin, Liszt, Grieg, Prokofiev, Bartok as well as stylistic 

elements characteristic of Chick Corea especially as found in his Concerto No. 1. 

 The first movement is monothematic.  The theme’s first appearance utilizes the full 

orchestra and is then taken up by the soloist.  The orchestra then spins out a “satirical” variation 

of the original theme.  This section builds to a climax and is followed by a “chaotic” reaction 

from the orchestra, after which follows a tranquil section in the Dorian mode, where the theme is 

transformed into a slow, lyrical character.  This modal variation yields to a more bitonal 

harmonic language, ushering in the development section.   A recapitulation and coda close the 

first movement. 

 The second movement opens with solo piano performing an ornamented scale melody.  

The rhythmic motives and shapes of this melody are then taken up into selected colors of the 

orchestra and varied.  The piano returns with the original material leading to a more substantial 

appearance of the orchestra, after which there is a “quasi-cadenza” section for the piano.  The 

calm end of this movement features the piano, low strings, low brass, and a bassoon solo. 

 The third movement is a rondo, AA1ABACA with an extensive cadenza for the piano 

between the C and A sections followed by a coda.  It opens with percussive rhythmic figures in 

the piano, which are then passed to the strings in pizzicato.  Over the string pizzicato, a 

transformation of the first movement’s theme appears in polyphony across the orchestra while 

the piano and xylophone provide sparse commentary.  The B section features the percussion 

instruments followed by the jazz-influenced piano passages.  In the C section, the piano, strings 

and high woodwinds, reveal nostalgic hints of Grieg and Rachmaninoff.  An orchestral tutti 

builds to a climax just before the cadenza, after which a short A section and coda complete the 

work.  
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INSTRUMENTATION 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

English Horn 

2 Clarinets in Bb 

2 Bassoons 

4 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in Bb 

2 Tenor Trombones 

Bass Trombone 

Tuba 

Timpani 

Percussion (2 players) 

Cymbal, Suspended Cymbal, Snare drum, Woodblocks, Glockenspiel, Marimba, Xylophone 

Bass Drum, Tam Tam, Tom-Toms 

Piano  

Violins 1, 2 

Violas 

Cellos 

Basses 

Score in C 

Duration: 17 minutes approx  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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

 Roderick Gorby is a multi-faceted composer with eclectic tastes, whose music has been 

described as “scary good” by the San Diego Union-Tribune.  His compositions have been 

premiered and performed at the Kimmel Center in Philadelphia, the World Harp Congress in 

Vancouver, the Spreckles Pavilion in San Diego, the Juilliard School, and other venues in 

Germany, Paris, Prague, Amsterdam, and Jakarta.  Roderick works closely with Chelsea Chen, a 

concert organist, who has performed his jazz arrangements all over the United States and abroad. 

 Roderick currently studies composition Ladislav Kubik in the doctoral program for 

composition at Florida State University.  He attended the Juilliard School for graduate studies in 

Pipe Organ performance, and later earned his masters degree in composition at Ohio University, 

studying with Mark Phillips.  He earned a B.A. in music at Rollins College as a piano major, 

studying composition with Dr. Daniel Crozier. 

 In addition to concert music, Roderick has worked with filmmakers and has had scores 

screened in Chicago, IL and Columbus, OH.  He served as a jazz keyboardist and arranger for 

the First Armored Division band, stationed in Germany, and the Army Ground Forces Band in Ft. 

McPherson, Atlanta.  The Army Ground Forces Band performed commissioned arrangements 

throughout Kuwait.  Roderick also played several jazz festivals as keyboardist with the AFGB 

big band, the Jazz Guardians, under the direction of SGM Camarda.  

 Roderick Gorby draws his inspiration from an eclectic stylistic palate including rock 

music, religious music, minimalism, serial composers and jazz in all its forms.  He is equally at 

home in acoustic and electronic mediums, using Max/Msp and other software to create electronic 

music.  In 2014, he was selected to have an electronic work used by the FSU dance department 

for a new dance choreographed by Anthony Morgan.  Also, in 2014, his Monomyth for string 

quartet was selected by the Eppes Composition Commission and performed at FSU.
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